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AHHOTauunA

«l-lepHmanoe cepaue» — nepBad 4acCTb TpUrornun 3HaMeHUTon HeMeLI,KOIZ nncaTtenbHULbI.
B LEeHTpEe noBeCTBOBaHUA — OTBaXHadA ABeHaauaTuneTHAA OeBOo4Ka Merru n ee oTeu,
o6nap,a|ou.u/u71 YygeCHbIM apoM: Koraa OH 4YUTaeT KHUTY BCIyX, ee repoun OXUBatoT. I'IpaB/J,a,
B3aMeH KTO-TO U3 cnyLuaTene|7| OKasblBaeTca B npuaymMmaHHOM nnucartenem Mmpe, a Kak n3BecCctHo,
B KHUrax ObIBalOT HE TONbKO /:106pb|e NepCcoHaxMu...

KHura agpecoBaHa eTAaM cpeaHero LWKONMbHOro Bo3pacrta, HO U B3POCIiblie MPOYTYT €e C
oonbLnM NHTEpeCcOoM.
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Bot oHO, BOT.

Bot oHO, c10BO, como,
COIIUIO CKBO3b HOYb,
CHSTh, CUSTh OHO XOYET.

Ilemen.
Ilenen, mene.
Hous.

Iayne Llenan. Y3xum nymem
(Ilepesoo O. Bapaw)
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HouyHon He3HakomewL

JIynnwlii ceem ompasicaics 8 21a3ax KOHA-KAYAAKU U UspyuledHou
mouiwiky, komopyio Toanu docman uz-nod nooywiku. Tukamu uacel, u emy
KA3a10Ch, YMO OH CNbIUUM 8 MUMMUHE WLEeNAHbe MATeHbKUX DOCbIX HOZ,
a NnomoM XUXUKaHve, Wenom u uienecm, CI08HO KMO-MO Nepelucmvledl
cmpanuyvl OONILUION KHULU.

JI. M. Bocmon. /lemu u3 I'pun-Hoy

Toli HOUBIO 1IN JTOXKb, MEIKUH, memdymid. U cryctss MHOTO JieT Merru He 3a0blia ero
IICTIOT, OHA CJIBIIIAJa €Tr0, JIUIIh CTOMIO €l 3aKPBITh I71a3a, — CJIOBHO KPOILICYHBIMU MABIMKAMU
KTO-TO OapabaHmiI Mo cTekiy. [7e-To B TeMHOTe Jasijia cobaka, 1 Merru He Moryia 3aCHYTh, BCE
BpeMsi Bopodasich ¢ 00Ky Ha OOK.

[on moxymikoit y Hee JieKana KHUra, KOTOPYIo OHA YyuTalia rnepes cHoM. JKecTkuii meperieT
YIHPAJICS €i B yXO, CJIOBHO 3aMaHUBAasl €€ Ha KHUKHBIC CTPAHUIIBL.

— Kak Thl MOXKEIIb TaK CriaTh? — CIPOCHII €€ OTEll, BIIEPBbIC OOHAPY)KUB Y HEE TIOJT MOy ITKOH
kHury. — [Ipr3Haiics, OHa HaIIENIThIBAET TEOE HA YXO CBOU UCTOPUU?

— WHorna, — otBetrna Merru. — Ho TONBKO IeTH CIOCOOHBI UX YCIIBIIIATS.

B otBeT Mo crerka ymumHyI ee 3a Hoc. Mo — HMEHHO Tak OHa HasbIBaJia CBOETO OTIA,
HUKaK HHaue.

B Ty HOYB, YTO NOJIOXKMITA HAYAJIO CTOJIBKHM COOBITHSM U TaK MHOTO M3MEHWIIA, y Merru noj
TIOYIIKOM JIe)Kayia OJIHA U3 €€ CaMbIX JIFOOMMBIX KHUT. M MOCKOJIbKY TOX/Ib HE TaBall €i 3aCHYTh,
OHa celia B TIOCTEIIH, IIPOTEpIia COHHBIC IV1a3a U J0CTaa U3-TI01 MOYIIKU KHUTY. EliBa OHa OTKpbLIa
€e, KaKk CTPaHUIIbl TYT e 3aMaH4YMBO 3aIleNIeCTeN M. MEerTH Bcerja Ka3aioCh, YTO CTPAHHUIIBI KaX-
JIOW KHHTH IIypIIaT B MEPBBIA pa3 MO-CBOEMY, M 3TO 3aBHUCEJIO OT TOTO, 3HAJIa OHA, O YeM OyIeT
pacckas, uiy HeT. Ternepsb eif HyKeH ObLT TOJIBKO CBET. B BBIIBUKHOM SIIIIMKE TYMOOYKH y Hee ObLI
NPUIPSATAH CIIMYEUHBIN KOpoOOK — Mo 3ampeTuin el 3aurath Houbto cBeuu. OH He JTI0OUI OTHS.

— Orosp MOXKUPAET KHUTH, — HE pa3 TOBOPUJII OH.

Ho B xoHIIe KOHIIOB, €i yke ObLIO ABCHAIATH JIET, U OHA XOPOIIIO 3HAaja, YTO HAJIO CICIUTh
3a cBeuamu. Merru o0oxaiia yuTarh pu cBeyax. Ha mooKoHHHUKE CTOSIIO IECTh MOJACBEYHUKOB.
Omna nogHecna ropsilyr COHYKY K OIHOMY U3 YEpHBIX (pUTWIIEH U BAPYT yCibIIaia Ha YIULE
mrary. McmyraBumce, OHa 3a/1yja ClIMYKy U — Kak OHa TOTOM BCIIOMUHAJIA CITYCTSI MHOTO JIET, — CEB
Ha KOJICHH TIEpe/l MOKPBIM OKHOM, IIOCMOTpeJa Ha yiaully. M TyT oHa yBuzena ero.

Ha ¢one cBeTioli cTeHbl 0K HE3HAKOMEI Ka3ajcsl TeHbIO, JIUIIb JIMIIO €ro ObLJIO OCBe-
IIEHO, @ MOKPBIE BOJIOCHI IPWIIHILIH KO JI0Y. JIoX1b CTPYHIICS IO HEMY, HO OH HE oOpaiia Ha 3TO
BHUMaHUS. OH CTOSN HEMOABIKHO, 00XBAaTUB ce0sl pyKamH, MbITasiCh XOTh HEMHOTO COTPETHCS.
Tak OH U CTOSUI, YCTABUBIIIUCH HA MX JIOM.

HyxHo pa30ynuts Mo, nymana Merru, Ho He MOIJIa IBUHYThCS ¢ MecTa. Cep/ie KOIOTHIOCh
y Hee B IPY/IH, ¥ OHA PUCTAJIBHO CMOTpEIIa B HOYb, CJIOBHO OIICTICHEHUE HE3HAKOMIIA MEPeaioch
eil. Bipyr oH pe3ko moBepHYII roJioBy, 1 MerTu Mmoka3ajioch, 4TO OH CMOTPUT €i IpsSMO B Iv1a3a.
Omna BCckoUmMIIa C KPOBATH, M PACKpbITasi KHUTA yTasa Ha 1moJyi. Merru Beioekana 60CHKOM B TEMHBIN
xopuzop. B crapom 1oMe ObIIIO XOJIOAHO, XOTSI Mai yKe MOIXOIMI K KOHILY.

B xomuare Mo eiie ropen cBeT. OH 4acTo He cnaji A0 TyOokoi Houu U yuTan. IMeHHo oT
Hero Merru yHacliesoBaiia JitoOOBb K KHUTaM. MHOTIa, MPOCHYBIIUCh HOYBIO OT KOIlIMapa, OHa
npuberaa K OTILy, JIOXKHIACh C HUM PSIIOM U OBICTPO 3aChITalia MOl €T0 POBHOE JIBIXaHUE U IIIEJIECT
crpanwuil. llypmanue Oymaru, Kak HU4TO APYroe, ObICTPO OTTOHSJIO CTPAIIIHBIC CHBI.

Ho yenoBek, cTosBIIMI TIEpel JOMOM, BOBCE € HE TPUCHUIICS.
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B Ty HOub Mo ynTan KHUTY B OJIETHO-TOIyOOM JIBHSTHOM TIEpeIrieTe. DTO HAA0JIro Bpe3aioCh
B aMATh Merru. YIuBUTENIbHO, KAKUE MEJIOYU XPaHUT Hallla MaMsTh!

— Mo, TaM Ha JBOpE KTO-TO €CTh!

Orer NoAHSUT TOJIOBY U OpOCHII Ha HEEe OTCYTCTBYIOLIUI B3I — TaK OH OOBIYHO CMOTpET,
KOTJIa OHa OTphIBaJia €ro oT ureHus. Kaxapiil pa3 emy TpeOOBaloCh HECKOJIBKO CEKYyHH, YTOOBI
BEPHYTHCS Ha 3eMJIIO M3 IPYrOro MUpa — U3 JJAOUPUHTA OyKB.

— Te1 yBepena?

— Jla, CTOUT U NPUCTAJIBHO CMOTPUT Ha HAIll IOM.

Mo OTJIOKWII KHUTY.

—Yro TbI ynTana nepen ciom? «Jlokropa [Jxexuna u muctepa Xaitna»?

Merru HaxXMypuIachk.

— Hy, noxanyiicra, Mo, uaem co MHOH!

OH He nmoBepui ei, Ho nouiesa. Merru ¢ TakuM HETEPIeHUEM TSHYJIA €ro 3a CO0OH, YTO OH
CHOTKHYJICSL O CTOIIKY KHUT B KOpHJIOpE. Y HUX B JIOME KHUTU OBbLIM MOBCIOAY — HE TOJBKO Ha
MOJIKaX, KaK Y BCEX, HO U [IOJ] CTOJIOM, MO/ CTYJIbSIMH U 110 yIJIaM KOMHAT. KHUTH Jiexaliy Ha KyXHe U
B TyaJIeTe, Ha TeJIEBU30pE U B IKa(y, HEOOJBbIIINE CTOKH H LIEJTBIE TOPHI TOJICTHIX, TOHKHX, CTAPbIX,
HOBBIX KHUT. OHU BcTpeuaan Merru 3a 3aBTpaKkoM, puIviaiias Ha CBOM yBJIEKaTeIbHbIE CTPAHULIBL,
THaJIM IPOYb CKYKY JIOJITMX CEPbIX JHEH, a MHOTIa OHU C OTLOM O HUX MPOCTO CHOTHIKAJINCH.

— OH crout TaM u He yxoauT! — menTana Merry, Beas Mo 3a co0oii B KOMHATY.

— Moxer, 3T0 000opoTeHb?

— Ilepecranp! — Merru nocMoTpesnia Ha HETO CTPOro, XOTS MOCJE €ro IYTKH OT cTpaxa B
Jyllle HE OCTaJloCh U ciena. Bl naxke mokasaioch, YTO 3Ta CTpaHHas (Gurypa nepes OKHOM el
HoMepeluiIach, HoO IOTOM OHa CHOBA IIPUCTAJILHO MOCMOTpENA B TEMHOTY U Mpoluenrtaia: — Bon
tam! Buaumib?

Mo cMoTpen B OKHO, NBITasICh pa3MIAAETh YTO-HUOYAb B CTPYAX OIS, U MOTYAJL.

— Pa3Be Tbl He yBepsa MEHs, UTO I'paOUTENU K HaM HE IOJIE3yT, IOTOMY YTO KpacTh y Hac
Heuero? — TUXo crpocuia Merru.

— OT0 He rpaburenp, — 0TBETUI Mo, OTCTYNUB OT OKHA. Ero 1o Ob110 TaKUM CEpbE3HBIM,
yTO cepaue y Merru 3abunock emie cuibHee. — Unu ciate, Merru, — ckaszan oH. — DTO NPUIILIH
KO MHE.

W npexxne uem Merru ycnena CipocuTh, YTO K€ 3TO, COOCTBEHHO, 3a TOCTb, KOTOPBIH SIBJISI-
eTcsl mocpeau Hour, Mo yxe u cien npoctbul. [lepenyrannas, oHa Opocuiachk 3a HUM CIIEAOM U
yclbllllaja, Kak 3BsKHYJa ABEpHas Lenouyka. BOexxas B mpuxoxyro, Merru yBujena oTua, CTosB-
HIEro Mepes OTKPHITOU JIBEPHIO.

TeMHOTa U CBIPOCTH HOUM IPOHUKIIN B JIOM, U JOXK]Ib YTPOXKAIOIIE 3alTyMeET.

— Caxepyk, — KpUKHY1 Mo B TEMHOTY, — 3TO ThI?

Caxepyk? Yto 3a crpanHoe uMsa? Merru He MoIia NPUIOMHUTb, CIBIIIANA JIU €T0 MPEX/IE,
HO OHO I0Ka3aJI0Ch €l TaKMM 3HAKOMBIM, CIIOBHO OBLJIO CMYTHBIM BOCIIOMHHAHHEM U3 JAJIEKOTO
IPOIILIOTO.

3a aBepbIO Llapuia TUILMHA, HapyllaeMasl JIMIIb [ENOTOM JOX/As, U Ka3aJl0Ch, UTO 3TO ObLI
rosnioc Houu. [lorom pazganuchk maru, U U3 TEMHOTHI BO3HUK TOT CaMblil YEJIOBEK, YTO BCE 3TO
BpeMsl CTOs1 Ha JiBope. JJIMHHOE NanbTo, MOKPOE OT IO, IPUITUILIO K €r0 HOTaM, U, KaK TOJIbKO
OH OKa3aJICsi Ha CBETY, MerTu nouyauioch, 4TO HaJl €ro MJIEYOM OHA YBHUJEJA YbO-TO MOXHATYIO
MOpPAOUKY, KOTOpasi, Cropast OT JII0OOIBITCTBA, BHICYHYJIAaCh U3 PIOK3aKa U TYT K€ HbIPHYJIAa Ha3a]l.

Caxepyk poBes pyKaBoM 10 MOKPOMY JIUILY U TPOTSIHYI Mo pyKy.

— Kaxk tBOoM nena, Bonmeo6nslit S13b1k? — cripocuit oH. — JlaBHO HE BUAETHUCK.

Mo ¢ HEOXOTOM MOXKaJ EMY PYKY.
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— OueHb AaBHO, — CKa3aJl OH, CKOJIb3HYB B3IVIS,I0M 32 CIIUHY TOCTS, Kak Oy/ITO OTTYy/1a JOKEH
OBLIT OSIBUTHCS €I1I€ OJIMH HOYHOM nmocetutelnb. — Hy, BXoau ke ckopeld, a To emte cama CMepTs 3a
TOOOM cienoM HarpsiHeT. Merru roBOpUT, YTO Thl YK€ IaBHO CTOMILIb Ha JABOPE.

— Merru? A, ny na...

Caxepyk noagacst Ha yroBopsl Mo u Bomien B oM. OH TyT ke ycTaBujICS Ha Merru u Tak
IPUCTAJIBHO Pa3mIsIbIBAM €€, UTO OT CMYILEHUS AEBOYKa HE 3HaJla, Ky/la 1eThbcs. B KoHIle KOHIIOB
OHa MIPOCTO OIyCTHJIA IJ1a3a.

— Omna BrIpOCITIA.

— ToI moMHMIIE ee?

— Hy xoHeuHo.

Merru ycnsimana, kak Mo 1BaKpl TIOBEPHYI KJIKOY B 3aMKE.

— CkonpKko et siet?

Caxepyk Kak-TO CTpaHHO YNIbIOHYics. Merru He Moryia TIOHSTh, YJIBIOAJICs JIM OH HaCMeIl-
JIMBO, CHUCXOAUTEIHHO WM MPOCTO OT CMYLIEHUS, ¥ TO3TOMY HE YJIbIOHYIach B OTBET.

— JIBenaanars, — oTBeTHII MO.

— IIBenaanars? Huuero cebe!

Caxepyk yOpai MOKpBIC BOJIOCHI €O Jiba. OHU T0CTaBaIl eMy IOYTH JI0 Iyied. Merru mpita-
Jach TOHATH, KAKOTO OHM I[BeTa. PhhkeBaTasi meTHHA BOKPYT Y3KUX T'yO OblIa TOYb-B-TOYb KakK
mepcTh 0€310MHOM KOIIKH, N7l KOTOpo Merru mHorna BBICTABIISIIA TIEPE IBEPhIO TapelKy ¢
MOJIOKOM. Penkie Boocku, mpoOMBaBIIMECs HA €T0 MIEKax, CJIOBHO MepBas 00posia y MoApOCTKa,
HE MOIJIM CKPBITh TPH JUTUHHBIX OJETHBIX mpama. ETo JUI0 MPOU3BOAMIO BICUATIICHHE, OYITO
€ro, KaKk pazoutyro GaphopoByrO cTaTyITKY, CKICHUIH U3 KYCOYKOB.

— JIBeHaaTh JietT, — moBTOpuil oH. — Hy KoHe4Ho, Beab Toraa ei ObL10. .. Tpu, 1a?

Mo KHBHYIL.

— WnewMm, Tebe Ha0 mepeoaeTbes. — Mo Cemt yBECTH rocTs, OyATO XOTeI CIPATaTh €0 OT
Merru. — Hy a 161, — 0Oparuiicst oH K Jo4epH He 000paYnBasCh, — UM cHarh. — M OH 3aKpbuT 32
co0o0i1 1Beph MacTEPCKOM.

Merru octanach Ha TOM € MECTE U IEpEMUHANach C HOTU Ha HOTY, MbITasICh COIPETHCS.
«Wnu cnatey. Mnorma Mo oOpariacst ¢ Hei Kak ¢ MEIITKOM KapTOIIKH — MPOCTO Opocas Ha KpoBaTh,
Korja ObUIO yXe oueHb Mo31HO0. VlHorna oH Mckai ee 1o BceMy JAOMY J0 TeX IOp, MOKa OHa He
BBIXOJIMJIA U3 CBOETO YOEKUIIa, IOKAaThIBAasACh CO CMEXY. A MHOI/Ia OH TaK XOTeJ ClIaTh, 4YTO, BMECTO
TOTO YTOOBI UATH B MOCTENb, € MPUXOAUIOCH TOTOBUTH eMy kode. Ho HuKorga npexnae oH He
OTIIpaBJISJI €€ CIaTh TaK, Kak ceifyac.

[IpemuyBcTBHE YErO-TO 3JIOBEIIETO 3aKPajoCh €il B ayury. Eil ka3ainock, 4TO BMECTE C 3TUM
HE3HAKOMIIEM, HOCUBIIMM CTOJIb CTPAHHOE U B TO )K€ BpPEMs 3HAKOMOE MMsl, B €€ KU3Hb MpUIILIa
6ema. OHa oueHb coxalena o ToM, 4to Mo myctui ero B oM. Eif xotenocsk, uto0s Caxkepyk ocTa-
BaJICSl HA YJIMIIE 10 T€X MOp, OKa JOXKAb HE CMBLI ObI €T0.

Korna aBepb B MacTepcKyro HEOKUAAHHO paclaxHyjlack, Merru B3Iporuyna.

— To1 Bce ente 3aech? — cipocui Mo. — Unu cnats, Merru. Hy, nasaii.

Merru 3aMmeTunia y Hero Ha 0y MOPIIMHKY, KOTOpas OSIBIIsIach TOJIBKO TOT/IA, KOrJa OH ObLI
YEeM-TO MTO-HACTOSAIIEMY 00ecTiokOeH. Ero B3msiq ObLT HAMpaBiIeH MUMO Hee, Kak Oy/ITO MBICIIEHHO
OH HaXOAWJICS COBCEM B ApyroM mecte. OT 3TOro npeauyBCTBUE O€bl pa3pacTanoch U yxe pac-
IPABJISIIO CBOU YEPHBIE KPbUIbSL.

— Boironu ero, Mo! — cka3zana Merru, korzia oH BTOJIKHYJ €€ B KoMHary. — Hy, noxanyiicra.
OtmpaBsk ero Tyaa, OTKyAa oH npuiiein. S 60rock ero.

— TbI mpoCcHEUIbCS 3aBTPaA YTPOM, a €r0 YXKe H cliel MpocThil. J{ato Tebe yecTHoe CIoBO, —
noo6erman Mo.

— YecTHOe c10BO?
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Merru npucTaapHO IOCMOTpENA MY B IVla3a: OHa BCerja 3Haja, korna Mo nrain, naxke eciuu
OH OYEHb CTAPAJICSA ITOTO HE BBIJIATh.

— Jla, yecTHOE CJI0BO, — CKa3aJl OH, HE OTBOJS IVIa3.

OH 3akpbLi 3a co00i ABEPb, XOTS 3HAJN, UTO €l 3TOro0 OYeHb HE XOTeJIOCh. Merru npucio-
HWJIACh YXOM K 3aMOYHON CKBa)XHMHE M YCIIbIIIANA 3BOH MOCYIbL. «A-a, Peixas bopoma cobpaincs
IUTH Yail, 9TOOBI COTPEThCs. XOTh ObI OH MOJMYYHJI BOCTIAJICHHE JIETKUX», — mogymana Merru. U
BOBCE HE 0053aTeIbHO OH JOJDKEH OT 3TOTO Cpa3y yMEpeTh, KaK MaTh €€ YUHTEIbHUIbI aHTJIHI-
CKOrO si3bIKa. Merru cipliiana, Kak Ha KyXHE 3aCBHCTEJ YallHUK M Kak MOOpsSKHUBajia Mocyaa Ha
IIOJTHOCE, KOTOPY0 MO HEC B MaCTEPCKYIO.

BppKnaB u3 OCTOPOKHOCTH HECKOJBKO CEKYHJ, XOTS 3TO JAJOCh €M HEJErko, OHa CHOBA
YKPaJKOW BbIIIUIA B KOPUAOP.

Ha nBepu mactepckoil Bucena y3kas sxkecTsiHas Tabnuuka. Hannucr Ha Heit Merru 3Hana
HaM3yCTh. B IATH J1eT OHa Havasa yrnpaKHATHCS B YTEHUH, TIBITAsICh pa30UpaTh CTAPUHHBIC OYKBBI:

Ecmb kuueu, Komopwvle HAOO MOIbKO omeedamb,
eCcnib makKue, Komopble 1ydue 6ceco npociomumese,
U JUUb HEMHO2UE cmoum pasaicesams U nepeeapunis.

B 10 Bpems1, uToObI pacindpoBaTh TaOINUKY, €l IPUXOJUIOCH B30UPATHCS Ha SIIUK, a CJIOBO
«pazxKeBaTb» OHA MOHsIA B OYyKBaJIbHOM CMBICIIE, IOITOMY C OTBpAIlleHHUEM cripocuiia Mo, mouemy
MMEHHO 3TH CJIOBa OH NOBECUJI cebe Ha JIBEPb.

Tenepb-To OHa 3HaNA, YTO UMEJIOCH B BUJLY, HO €€ O0JIbIlle He HHTEPECOBAaJIO, YTO HATUCAHO
Ha aBepu. OHa IbITanach MOHATH TO, O YEM 3a HEW FOBOPUJIM: €/1Ba pa3jIMYUMBbIE, TUXO, IOYTU
LIENOTOM IIPOU3HOCUMBIE CIIOBA.

— Trl HemooniennBaeb ero! — ckazan Caxepyk. Ero ronoc Obu1 coBceM He MOXO0XK Ha ToJIOC
Mo. Hu onuH ronoc Ha cBETE He 3Bydall Tak, Kak roioc ee otia. — OH caenaer Bce, 4ToObI 3aro-
JTy4yuTh ee! — cHoBa cka3ay Caxkepyk. — A «BCE» 3HAUUT «BCE», IIOBEPDH MHE.

— SI ee HUKOTA €My HE OTHaM, — oTBedas Mo.

— Ho on nobepercs 1o Hee Tak nin nHave! IIoBTOPsIIO: OHU YK€ MIYT IO TBOUM CIIEIaM.

— Ho 310 Beap yxe He B niepBslii pa3. /1o cux nop MHE yaaBajaoCh IpsTaTh €€ OT HUX.

— a? U nonro, mo-tBoeMy, TeOe ynacTcs cKpbIBaTbesi? A uTo OyzneT ¢ TBoel gouepbio? Thbl
&Ke He coOupaelibcs MHE pacCKasbIBaTh, KaK €l HpaBUTCA Nepee3kars ¢ Mecta Ha Mecto? IloBeps
MHE€, 51 3Hal0, O 4Y4EM I'OBOPIO.

3a ABEPBIO BAPYT CTAJIO TaK TUXO, YTO Merru 3artamia AbIXaHHUe OT CTPaxa, YTo €€ yCIIbIIIAT.

[ToTom cHOBa 3aroBOpMUII OTEL, HEPELIUTENBHO, CIOBHO S3bIK HE CIIYIIAJICS €TO0.

— U 4T0 51, 10-TBOEMY... TOJDKEH AENaTh?

— Iloexanu co mHoil. S mpuBeny Teds k HuM! — Jloxkka 3a3BeHena o GaphopoBble CTEHKU
yaiky. Kak oT4eTIMBO CIbIIIHBI MaJIEWIINE IOPOXH B TOJIHOM TeMHOTe! — Tl 3Haemsb, uto Kampu-
KOpPH OY€Hb BBHICOKOTO MHEHHUS O TBOMX TaJlaHTaX, OH HEMPEMEHHO 00pagyeTcs, €ClIU Thl caM K
Hemy npuzaentb! HoBeHbkHiA, KOTOPOTo OH B3si1 TeOe HA 3aMEHY, TPOCTO AUJICTAHT.

Kamnpuxops. Eme onHo crpanHoe ums. Caxxepyk Tak IPOU3HEC €T0, YTO Ka3ajaoCh, OH OTKY-
cut cebe s3bIK. Merru mnoieBenuia OKOYSHEBIIMMHU MabllaMU Ha HOTaxX. X0J0 mpodpai ee 10
KOCTeH, 1 OHa ObLjIa yKe HEe B COCTOSIHUY MOHSATh, O YeM FOBOPHIIU 32 JIBEPHIO, TEM HE MEHEE IbITa-
Jach 3alIOMHHUTD Ka)JI0€ CII0BO, KOTOPOE €M y/laBaiochk pazodpars.

B macTepckoit CHOBa CTHUXJIO.

— Sl He 3Har0. .. — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB cka3ayi Mo. Ero romoc Okl TakuM ycTanbiM, 9To y Merru
cKalock cepaie. — MHe Hafo mogyMaTh. Kak Thl cuuTaelb, Korja ero Jroau OyayT 31eCh?
— Ckopo!

Cn0BHO KaM€Hb PyXHYJIO B TULIMHY CJIOBO.
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— Ckopo, — moBTopmit Mo. — Hy, xopomio. Toria st pemry Bce 10 3aBTpaiiHero yrpa. ¥ Teos
€CTb HouJIer?

— Jla HouJer s Bcerna Haiiny, — orBeTua Caxepyk. — S yKe HEII0Xo 3€Cb OPUEHTUPYIOCH,
XOTSI M HE YCIIEBAIO 32 BCEMH ITUMH COOBITHSIMU. — OH 3acMeslIcs, HO €0 CMEX ObLI1 HEBECEIIBIM. —
MHe ObI XOTeJIOCh y3HATh 0 TBOEeM pereHuu. Uto, eciu s 3aBTpa cHoBa 3aiiay? K obeny.

— Hy xoneuno. l 3a6epy Merru u3 mKkosbl B HOJIOBUHE BTOPOTO, a IOTOM U MPUXO/IH.

Merru ycnbliana, Kak KTo-TO 3a/IBUHYJI CTYJI, U IoMYaJlack B cBO0 koMHaTy. Korna asepb B
MacTEepPCKYyI0 OTKpbUIACh, OHA €/1Ba yCIIea IMBITHYTh B ITOCTelNb. HaTsiHyB ozessno 1o nogdoposka,
OHa JIeKaja U ciyliana, Kak ee orel npoiajics ¢ CaxxepyKkoM.

— Cnacu6o eme pa3s 3a npeaynpexeHue! — ycipliaia OHa ero royoc.

[Torom paznanucey ynamstonuecs maru Caxepyka. OH 1€ MeIJIEHHO, 3alUHAasACh, OyITOo
eMy BOOOIIIEe HE XOTEJOCh YXOIUTh, Oy/TO OH CKa3aJ €Ile HE BCE, YTO XOTEl.

B KoHIIE KOHIIOB OH yIIIeN, BCE CTUXJIO, M TOJIBKO JOXIb MPOJOKaN OapabaHUTh MOKPBIMU
HanbliaMHU IO CTEKJTY.

Korga Mo oTkpbLT IBEph B €€ KOMHATY, OHA JieXkasla C 3aKPhITHIMU TJIa3aMU U JbIIIana Tak
MEJIEHHO, CJIOBHO cliajia NyOOKHUM MIIaJIEHYECKUM CHOM.

Ho nposect Mo 0Ob110 HE TaK-TO IPOCTO.

— Merru, noka)xu-Ka MHE CBOKO HOTY, — CKa3aJ OH.

OHa HEXOTs BBITSHYJIA U3-TI0]1 O/IesyIa HOTY C OKOUEHEBIIIMMHU NabI[aMU U MOJIOKHIIA €€ Ha
TEIIyI0 pyKy Mo.

— S Tak u 3HanN, — cka3ana OH. — Thl MINMUOHWIA 32 HaMU. Thl MOXeNIb XOTS ObI pa3 clienaTh
TO, 4YTO T€Oe TOBOPAT?

['myGoko B310XHYB, OH MOJIOKWJ €€ HOT'Y ITOJ] TEIUIOE OZIEsI0, 3aTEM CeJl K Hel Ha KpoBarhb,
MIPOBEJI PYKOM 1O CBOEMY YCTaBIIIEMY JIUILY M TOCMOTPEI B OKHO. Ero BoJIOCHI ObLIM YEPHBIMU KaK
cMmoib. Bonocsl y Merru ObU1H CBETIIBIMH, KaK y €€ MaTepH, KOTOPYIO OHa BHJIEJIa TOJIBKO Ha JIBYyX
OnexybIx (hororpadusx U 0 KOTOPOW HUYETO He 3Hajia. « Thl JOIDKHA paJioBaThCs, YTO MOXOXKA Ha
Hee Oosblie, 4eM Ha MeHs, — Jro0m1 noBTopsaTh Mo. — Tonpko mpesicTaBs cede MO0 TOJIOBY Ha
IEBUYBLEH IlIee, KaK HEJIENO 3TO BBHIVISACIO ObI!)

Ho Merru xoTenoch moxoauTs Ha Hero. He 6110 B MUpe ApyTroro Juia, KOTopoe OHa JTrooua
OBI cUJTbHEE.

— 51 Bce paBHO HE MOH:IA, O YEM Bbl TOBOPUIIH, — MPOOOpMOTAJIa OHA.

— Xopouio.

Mo ycraBuics Ha OKHO, clI0BHO Caxkepyk Bce ellie cTosul Ha ABope. [lorom oH BcTan u nmojo-
1IeJ K ABEPH.

— [Tocrapaiics ele HEMHOTO OCIATh, — CKa3aJl OH.

Ho Merru He xoTena cnarsb.

— Caxepyk! Urto 370 32 mMst Takoe? — cripocuia oHa. — M moyemy oH Ha3biBaj Te0st Bommieo-
HBIN SI3bIK?

Mo HUYEro HE OTBETHIL.

— A TOT, uto TeOs pa3picKUBacT... S cipimrana, kak Caxkepyk roBopmii 00 3Tom. .. KampukopH.
Kto 310?

— Huxkro u3 Tex, koro tede ciemoasio Obl 3HaTh. — Mo MOBEpHYJICS. — A S-TO JTyMall, ThI
HUYETO He pa3oOpaia B HameM pasroBope. Jlo 3aBTpa, Merru.

Ha stoT pa3 oH octaBui 1Bepb OTKpBITON. CBET U3 KOopua0pa nnaaai el Ha KpoBarb. OH IPOH-
3aJl TEMHOTY HOYHM, IPOHUKABILYIO0 B KOMHATY Yepe3 OKHO, U Merru jexana U jkJana, Korua pac-
ceeTcsl ThMa, a BMECTE C HEl U MpeauyBCTBUE O€/Ibl.

[To3xe oHa y3Hamna, uto Oe/la MOSBUIIACH HA CBET HE TOW HOUBIO. 3a/I0JITO 70 HEE OHA yXKe
no/pKuaana Merru, NpuTauBIIUCh B YKPOMHOM MECTEUKE.
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TanHbI

— A uem gice 3anumaromces smu 0emu, K020a psiooM Hem KHUNCEK CO
ckazkamu? — cnpocun Hagpmanu.

U Peb 3ebynyn omeemuin:

— Um npuxooumces ¢ smum cmupsamocs. Knuoicku co ckaskamu — 3mo
He xneb. Moocho u 6e3 Hux nposicume.

— A 5 6b1 He cmoe, — ckazan Hagpmanu.
U. b. 3unzep. Cxkazounux Hagpmanu u ezo konwv Cyc

Merru npocHynach ¢ NEPBBIMU JTy4aMu coiHIla. Hax monsMu GreHena HoYb, CIIOBHO A0XKIb
BBICTUPAJI KaliMy ee miaThsl. Yachl Moka3pIBaIM OKOJIO MATH. OHA yKe XOTesa MepeBEepHyThC Ha
JpyToii OOK U cHaTh Janbliie, Kak BAPYT MOYyBCTBOBAJA, YTO B KOMHATE KTO-TO €CTh. icryraBimch,
OHa ceJjla B MOCTENH U yBHUAeTIa Mo, CTOSBILIETO Mepe ee TUIaTSHBIM KA oM.

— loGpoe yTpo! — ckazain oH, yKJIaapIBast €€ IF0OUMBIH CBUTEp B ueMojiaH. — MI3BuHU, 5 3HAIO,
YTO ceilyac OYeHb PaHO, HO HaM HY’KHO yeXaTb Ha HEKOTOpoe BpeMmsl. byzenib kakao Ha 3aBTpak?

Merru conno kuBHyna. [ITUIBI 32 OKHOM Ie0eTalld Tak TPOMKO, OyATO MPOCHYIHCH YiKe
HECKOJILKO YacOB Ha3aJl.

Mo moi0XuI B YeMoaH ee OPIOKH M, 3aKPBIB €T0, IIOHEC K JBEPH.

— Hanenp uto-uuOynp nmoteruiei, — ckazan oH. — Ha ynure npoxmiaaHo.

— Kyna mbl enem? — cripocuna Merru, Ho Mo B KOMHaTe yke He ObLIO.

Merru pactepsiHHO HocMoTpesa B 0kHO. OHa AyMarna, 4To HermpeMeHHO yBUAUT Tam Caxe-
pyKa, HO JIMIIb YEPHBIN IPO3/1 MPbIrall TAM IO MOKPBIM OT JOX I KaMHsIM. Merru HaTsiHy/1a ITaHbl
U moOpena Ha KyXHI0. B kopuope cTosiu Ba yeMoaHa, JOPOKHAsI CyMKa U SIIIUK C UHCTPYMEH-
Tamu Mo.

Ee oten cuaen 3a cTonoM M HaMasbIBad Macjio Ha xjed — mpoBuaHT B gopory. Korna ona
BOIIJIAa B KYXHIO, OH OKHHYJI €€ B3[ISJIOM U CIieTKa YIbIOHYICS, HO Merru cMoTpesia Ha Hero Tak
MPUCTATBHO, YTO OH 3a0CCITOKOUIICS.

— MBI He MOXKEM BOT Tak yexarb, Mo! — ckazana oHa. — KaHUKy/bl y MEHSI HAUMHAIOTCS
TOJIBKO uepe3 Heaento!

—Hy nuro? Yxe He B IepBbIid pa3 HAM NPUXOAUTCS ye3KaTh U3-3a BAKHOTO 3aKa3a, HECMOTPS
Ha TO YTO Te€O€ HY>KHO B IIKOTY.

On Ob11 mpaB. [Tomob6HOE MPOUCXOANUIIO OYEHb YacTO: BCET/Ia, KOTa KakoMy-HUOYIb aHTH-
KBapy, KOJUIEKIIMOHEPY WK OubmuoTeke TpeboBaics neperieTdyuk 1 Mo momydan 3aka3 OTYHCTUTD
IICHHBIE CTAPUHHBIE KHUTH OT TUIECEHH M MBUIM WJIM 3aHOBO MEPEIuiecTd ux. Merru cuurania, 4To
Ha3BaHHUE «IEPEeIUIeTYNK» BMEIIAo B ce0s HE Bce, YeM 3aHuMascsi Mo, 03TOMY HECKOIBKO JIeT
Ha3aJ] OHa cMacTepuiia TaOIUIKY ISl er0 MacTepCKOoi, Ha KoTopoil Hanucana: «Moptumep Doin-
XapT, KHIOKHBIA JIeKapb». M 3TOT KHWKHBIN JIeKaph HUKOTJA HE €3/IMJ K ManueHTaM 0e3 CBOeH
nodepu. Tak Obl10 U OyAeT Bcerna, ¥ He BaXKHO, YTO TOBOPUIIU 110 ATOMY MOBOAY yuuTens Merru.

— Kak nacuer BetpssHku? He noMHIO0, 51 HICIIOJIB30BAJIa yKE 3TY OTTOBOPKY?

— B mponunsiii pa3. Korga Ml 3411 K TOMy POTUBHOMY TUTY ¢ bubnusmu.

Merru He cBoamna a3 ¢ Mo.

— Mo? MsI ye3:xaem u3-3a... CeroaHsAIIHENd Houn?

Ha mruoBeHue el mokaszanoch, 4TO OH TOTOB €l BC€ paccka3arb, BCE, YTO TOJIBKO MOKHO
OBLIIO pacckazaTh. Ho OH JIMIIb TTOKavas roJIoBoM.

— Yenyxa! Het, koHeUHO! — cKa3aj OH U MOJOXKHWJI IPUTOTOBICHHBIE OyTepOpPOIBI B TIOJIH-
STUJICHOBBIM MAKeT. — Y TBOEH MaMbl €CTh TeTs. TeTs DnuHop. Mbl €311/d K HEH B TOCTH, KOTa
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ThI OblJIa COBCEM MajieHbKOM. OHa JaBHO y>Ke MpOocHiia MEHsI IPUBECTH B MOPSAAOK ee KHUrH. OHa
KUBET Ha Oepery oJHOro o3epa Ha ceBepe Mranuu — Bce Bpems 3a0bIBal0, KAk OHO Ha3bIBAETCH.
Tam ouens kpacuBo. Jlopora Tyaa 3aiiMeT He OOJIbIIE MEeCTU-CEMU YaCOB.

OH roBopu1, HE OAHUMAS IJ1a3.

«ITouemy 3TO CiIy4HJIOCH UMEHHO ceiuac?» — xorena cupocuts Merru. Ho Bonpoc 3ToT Tak
U ocTajics He3alaHHbIM. Kak u ToT, He 3a0bU1 JIM OH O CEroJIHALIHEN BCTpeue BO BTOPOM MOJIOBUHE
nHs1. OHa yepecuyp Ooslack OTBETOB M TOTO, YTO MO CHOBa CKaXET €il HeTpaBay.

— Ona Takas e cTpaHHasi, Kak ¥ ocTajibHble? — crpocuia Merru.

OHnu He pa3 HaBellaJIi CBOUX POJCTBEHHUKOB. MHOTOYUCIIEHHAs POJIHS, KaK C €r0 CTOPOHBI,
TakK ¥ CO CTOpOHBI MaTepu Merru, Obuta pazOpocaHna, Ka3ajioch, 1o Bceir EBpore.

Mo ynbIOHYyCS.

— Jla, oHa HECKOJIbKO CTpaHHOBAaTa, HO Thl C HEW MOAPYKUIIbCS. Y HEe MOUCTUHE 3aMeda-
TEJbHbIE KHUTH.

— W magonro mel yeszxaem?

— Bpsx 1 MBI CKOpO BEpHEMCS Ha3al.

Merru mioTHyna kakao. HanmuTok ObUT TaKUM FOPSTYUM, YTO OHA 000XKTIIa TYObl 1 MTHOBEHHO
HPUIIOKUIIA KO PTY XOJIOJHBIN HOX.

Mo 3a1BUHYII CTYIL.

—MHe e1ie Hy»KHO yIIakoBaTh KOE-4TO B MAaCTEPCKOM, — CKa3aJl OH, — HO s OBICTPO CIIPABIIIOCH.
Tebe, HaBepHOE, OUEHB XOUETCS CIaTh, Thl CMOXKEIIIb TIOTOM BBICTIATHCS B aBTOOYCE.

Merru TOIBKO KMBHYJIA M TIOCMOTpEJa B OKHO. YTpo Obuto cepeiM. Han nomnsimu, 3a KoTo-
PBIMU B3IIMAJIMCh XOJIMBI, BUCEJ TyMaH, 1 Merru ka3anochk, 4To 3a CTBOJIAMHU AEPEBbEB NPAUYTCS
HOYHbBIE TCHHU.

— Ynoxu ey ¥ BO3bMHU ¢ cO00M KHUTH! — KpUKHYI U3 Kopuaopa Mo.

Kak Oynro ona sToro Hukornma He nenana. HeckoibKo JieT Ha3aa OH CMAacTepWil i SIIIHK
JUIsS. KHHT, KOTOPBIH OHA Moria Opathk ¢ coboil Bo Bce moe3nku. «Bceraa xopomo uMeTs ¢ co0oit
M00MMBIE KHUTH, 0COOCHHO BIAJIM OT JIoMa», — JII0OWI nmoBTopsith Mo. OH cam Bcerma Opai ¢
c000M OKOJIO JIOKUHBI KHUT.

Mo MOKpBUT SIIKK KPACHBIM JIAKOM, SIPKUM, KaK MaK, JJFOOMMBII 1BeToKk Merru. Mak MOXHO
OBLIO 3aCYIIUTh MEXAY KHUKHBIMU CTPAHUIIAMHU, a IECTUK [TPU HAJaBIMBAHNUN OCTABIISI HA KOXKE
cien B popme 3Be37161. Ha kpbitike Mo BbIBen kpacuBbIMU OykBamu « CyHIydok Merrny, a BHyTpU
00w ero Onectsmei yepHor TadToi. Ho pasmisaeTs TKaHb OBLIIO TOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO, TIOTOMY
yTo Y Merru Obl10 MHOTO JHOOMMBIX KHUT. M KaXKAblil pa3 1mocie o4yepeHON MOE3AKH B SIILUKE
CTaHOBMJIOCH HA OJIHY KHUTY OOJIbLIE.

— Ecau T BO3pMeEIIb B 10POTY KHUTY, — CKa3all el Mo, 10JI0’K1B NEPBYIO KHUTY B €€ CYyH]Ty-
YOK, — TO IPOU30UIET HEUTO YAUBUTEIbHOE: KHUIA HAUHET coOUpaTh TBOU BocrioMuHaHusl. [Toxe
TeOe HY>KHO OyIeT TOJBKO OTKPBITH €€, UTOObl OKa3aThCsl TaM, IJI€ Thl YUTAJA €€ B NEPBbIN pa3.
HauanbHble cTpOKM KHUTM BO3BpATAT T€Osl Ha3a/: Thl YBUIUIIb BCE, YTO TEOS OKpYXKajio, MOYyB-
CTBYEIllb 3HAaKOMbIE 3allaxy, OLIYTHIIb BKyC MOPOXKEHOro, KOoTopoe ena... [loBepb MHe, KHUTU
NoA00HKI TUITy4Ke. HIuTO HE cCoXpaHsIeT HAIllM BOCIIOMUHAHUS JTy4Ille KHIDKHBIX CTPAHUI.

Bo3moxno, o 6611 ipaB. Ho Merru 6pana ¢ co00it KHUTY B JOPOTY 10 pyroii npuunne. Ha
yyXOMHE OHU OBLIN €€ TIOMOM, OJM3KUMHU JIPY3bsIMU, KOTOPbIE HUKOTJA C HEW HE CIIOPUIIN, MY/-
PBIMH, OTBaXXHBIMHU, MOT'YIIIECTBEHHBIMU JIPY3bsIMH, TOBUAABILIMMU MHOTO€ Ha CBOEM BEKY U MPO-
HIEAIIMMHU Yepe3 Thicauy ucnblTanuid. Knuru o0onpsiiu ee, korna et Obl10 rpyCcTHO, U IPOTOHSIIN
CKYyKY, ToOka Mo 3aHOBO MOJLIMBAJI CTApbl€ CTPAHUL[bI, OOBETIIABILINE OT BPEMEHU U IPUKOCHOBE-
HUI OECUNCIICHHBIX MaJIbIICB.

Hekotopble KHUTH OTIIPABIISUIUCH C HEW B MyTEIIECTBUE BCETAA, IPYIHe OCTABAJIUCH IOMA,
IOTOMY YTO JINOO HE COBNAAAIIM C LENbIO MOE3/KH, TUO0 3aHUMAaJIM MECTO HOBBIX, €11[€ HE U3BECT-
HBIX UCTOPHIA.
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Merru nornaauia okpyrisle kopemku. Kakue uctopuu B341h ¢ co6oil Ha 310T pa3? Kakue
IIOMOTYT € CIIPaBUTHCSA CO CTPAxXoM, KOTOPBIH MPOHUK B UX JOM BYepa HOUBIO? «MOXKeT OBITh,
CTOMJIO B35Th KHUTY, B KOTOPOIl paccka3blBaeTcs 0 BpaHbe?» — noaymaina Merru. Bens Mo Bpan
eil. OH BpaJl, XOTS 3HaJ, YTO OHA 3aMeyasa Mo €ro HOCy, KOorja OH roBOpUT Hempasay. «IInHOK-
kuno?» —nogymaina Merru. Het. Uepecuyp xkyTtkast uctopusi. U rpyctnas k romy xe. HyxHo B34Th
HEUTO 3aXBaThIBAIOIEE, YTO-TO TAKOE, YTO CIIOCOOHO U3THATh U3 TOJIOBBI BCE TPEBOYKHBIE MBICIIH.
BenpMmel, Touno! Hy xoHeuHo BenbMbl. JIbichbie BelbMbI, ITpeBpaliatoniye eTe B Mplel. Mnun
Onucceit ¢ nmukinonamu u BommeOHuuei Lupreeid, oOpaTuBmieii BOMHOB B CBUHEH. YTO MOXeT
OBITH OMacHe! ero TuiaBaHus? YK HaBEepHsIKA HE UX MOEe3/IKa.

CreBa CTOSUIM KHIKKH C KAPTHHKAaMU, 110 KOTOPBIM Merru y4minachk uyntarh. Eit Obi10 TOTHA
IATh JIET, U CIIeAbl €€ KPOUIEYHBIX MaJbUMKOB ObUIM BCE €Il€ 3aMETHBI Ha UX CTpaHuIaX. A Ha
CaMOM [IHE sIIMKa OHA CIIpsATalla KHUI'M, KOTOpbIE CMAacTepuila CBOMMM pykamu. Hepnenro Harpo-
JIET OHA BBIpE3aJia, KJIEWsa, pUCOBajga HOBbIE KAPTUHKH, IO KOTOpbIMU MO mucai, 4ro Ha HUX
n300pakeHo: «AHren co cyacTiuBbM JunoM. Ot Merru 11t Mo». CBoe uMs OHa mucana cama,
B TO BpeMs OHa BCEIJla MpoIlycKaia oJHy OykKBy «I». Merru nocMoTpesa Ha HEYKIIIOKUue OyKBbI
Y TOJIOKWJIa KHUTY Ha3al B CyHIy4oK. M koHeuHo, Mo momorain el neperierarb caMOAe/IbHbIE
kHUTH. OH o0JeKall uX B OZIEXAY U3 IPKOM pa3HOLBETHOM Oymaru. [l Apyrux KHUT OH MOJAPUII
Merru ne4ath ¢ € IMEHEM U TOJIOBOM €IMHOPOTa, OTTHCK KOTOPO MOKHO OBLITO HAWTH Ha IEPBOM
CTpaHHULE Kak 101 ee kKHUTU. VIHOT1a OHa Opasia Jiist TOM 11eJIM KpacHble YepHUIIa, UHOT/IA YEPHbIE
— B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT HacTpoeHus. Ho Mo Hukorna He untan el kauru Beiyx. Hu pa3y.

On noxOpackiBai ee BBEpX, Cakal K ceOe Ha TUIeuH, OKa3bIBall, KaK MACTEPUTh 3aKJIAIKH
U3 MIEpbEB YepHOTOo apo3aa. Ho Bciyx oH HuKoraa er He yntai. Hu pasy, Hu 0HOTO CJIOBa, XOTS
OHAa YaCTEHBKO KJIaja KHUI'M eMy Ha KojieH!. [Ioatomy Merru npuiuiock camoi HayYuThCsl YATATh
Y OTKPBIBATh CYHAYYOK. ..

Merru BcTana.

B cynayuke Obuto eme HeMHOro mecta. Moxer ObITh, y Mo ecThb Kakasi-HHOYIb HOBas
KHIKKA, KOTOPYIO OHA MOTJIa OBl B3ATh C COOOM, Kakasi-HUOYIb 0COOEHHO TOJICTas, 0COOCHHO HTE-
pecHasl...

JIBepb ero MacTepcKoii ObLIa 3aKphITA.

— Mo!

Merru HamaBWiIa Ha IBEPHYIO pyuKy. [nmuHHBINH pabouunii cTon ObuT npuOpaH — Ha HEM He
OBLIIO HU TIeHaTeld, HU HOoXell. Mo, BEpOsITHO, YK€ BCce ynakoBasl. MoxeT ObITh, OH BOBCE HE Bpas1?

Merru BolIa B MacTEPCKyl0 U OCMOTpenach. J[Bepb B 30JI0TyI0 KOMHATy Oblja OTKpPBITA.
Boo06mie-To sTa koOMHaTa ObllIa HE YeM MHBIM, KaK OOBIKHOBEHHOM KJIaJJOBKOM, HO MerrH Ha3bIBaia
€€ MMEHHO TakK, IOTOMY YTO OTELl XPaHWUJ B HEW CBOM IIEHHbIE MaTepHallbl: TOHYANIIYIO KOXY,
JparoleHHEeHIIne TKaHW, MPaMOPHYIO OyMary, re4atd, KOTOPBIMH MO>KHO OBLIO JIeJIaTh 30JI0ThIE
OTTUCKU Ha MSTKOW KOXe... Merru npoTucHysa rojioBy B OTKpPBITYIO ABEpb U yBUJena, kKak Mo
3aBOpaYMBAII KAKYIO-TO KHUTY B YITaKOBOUHYI0 Oymary. OHa He Obu1a 04eHb OOJIBIIION UITH TOJICTOM.
CuIIBHO TIOTPENaHHBIA CBETIO-3€JICHBIM TKAHBIN TeperuieT — Oonpine Merrn Hu4ero He cMora
YBUJAETH, IOTOMY 4TO MO, 3aMETUB €€, TyT K€ CIPATa] KHUTY 3a CIIHHY.

— Y10 THI TYT A€Naelib? — CIPOCHUII OH.

—4... — Ot ucniyra Merru He 3Haja, YTO OTBETUTh, TAKUM MPayHbIM OBLJIO BHIPAKEHUE €TO
una. — §l XxoTena TOJIbKO CIIPOCUTh, HE HAWJETCS JIM y TeOsl KaKo-HUOY/Ib KHUTH JIsl MEHSI. .. Bee
KHUTH B CBOEH KOMHATE s YK€ IpoYuTaa. ..

Mo npoBen pyKo# 1O JIMILY.

— Hy xoneuno. Uro-HuOy b 51 y’K TOUHO HalTy, — CKa3aJl OH, HO IV1a3a €ro FOBOPUIIN: « YXOAH.
VYxonu». A 3a ero CnuHOM LIypIiaia ynakoBouHas Oymara. — S ceifuac k rede mpuy, — cKas3al OH. —
S TonpKo ynakyto ele Koe-4ro, Xopouio?
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Cpa3y mociie 3Toro OH MPUHEC €l TPU KHUTH, HO TOM, KOTOPYIO OH 3aBEPHYJI B YITAKOBOYHYIO
Oymary, cpeau HuX He ObLIO.

Uepes yac oHU BbIHECTH Beln Bo ABop. Oka3aBlIuCh HA yauie, Merru crana 3amep3arb.
Y Tpo ObLIO TaKKUM K€ XOJIOIHBIM, KaK JI0’Kb HAKAHYHE, U COJIHIIE OAMHOKO BUCEJIO HaJ TOPU30H-
TOM OJIEIHBIM IISITHOM, CJIOBHO IOTEPSIHHASI KEM-TO MOHETKA.

Bonbuie rona oHu xunu Ha ctapom JBope. Merru no0uia BUJI HAa OKPYKAIOLIUE XOJIMBI,
JACTOYKUHBI THE3/1Aa MOl KPBIIEH, BBICOXIIAN KOJOAEL, 3USIOIINI CBOEH YEPHOTOM Tak, CJIOBHO
JIOCTaBaJl IO CaMOI'o Cep/ilia 3eMJIU. XOTS B OTPOMHOM JJOM€ OBbLIIM CKBO3HSIKH, a B ITyCTOBaBLIMX
KOMHAaTax MpsATaJuCh TOJCThIE MAayKH, IUIaTa 3a Hero Oblla yMEpEeHHOM, A1a 1 Mo xBarajo mecTa
JUIsl KHUAT ¥ MacTepckoi. Kpome Toro, psiomM ¢ 10MOM HaxXOAWIACH KYPSATHHK U capaid, B KOTOPOM
TETNeph MPOMHCcaAICS UX aBTOOYC, XOTs i ObIII0 OBl OOJBIIE 10 JyIIe, €CIIU OBl €T0 MECTO 3aHSIIH
KOpPOBBI WJIX JIOIIA/H.

—Kopos Hazo nouts, Merru, — ckazain eit Mo, Koraa OHa Kak-TO pa3 HNpEeAIoKHIIa EMY 3aBECTH
x0T OBl 1Be WK TpU. — PaHo-pano yTpom. U Tak KakIblii J€Hb.

— A xak Hacuer jomaau? — cnpocuia oHa. — Jlaxe y [lennu JMuHHBIAYYIOK €CTh J01IAAb,
1 0€3 KOHIOUTHH.

Omna Moria Obl BIOJIHE 10BOJILCTBOBATHCA U MMAPOM KypOUueK UM KO30M, HO U UX HYXHO OBbLIO
KOPMUTb KaXKIbI! I€Hb, @ OHU MTOJI0ATY ObIBANIM B pa3besnax. [loaromy Merru octaBanach TOIbKO
pBIXKas KOLIKa, KOTOpas BpeMs OT BpEMEHU MPOKpaibIBaIach B 10M, KOT/Ia ycTaBajia OT O€CKOHEY-
HBIX CKJIOK ¢ co0akaMu Ha coceACKoM JiBope. JKUBIIMI TaM BOPUJIMBBIN CTapblil KPECThIHUH ObLI
UX €IMHCTBEHHBIM coceqioM. MHoT/Ia ero co0aky BBUIH TaK KaJIOOHO, YTO €l MPUXOJMIIOCH 3aThI-
KaTb ymu. /[o cocenHel nepeBHH, B KOTOPYO Merru Xoauiia B KOy U IJI€ KUJIU JIBE €€ MOAPYTH,
HYKHO OBLIIO €XaTh Ha BEJIOCUIIE/IE ABAILATh MUHYT, HO Mo yallie BCero OTBO3MJI €€ Ty/la Ha aBTO-
Oyce, MOTOMY UTO y3Kasi 10pora, BJ10JIb KOTOPOI HE ObLIO HUYETo, KPOME MOJIEH U TEMHBIX Jepe-
BbEB, ObLIIa COBCEM OC3IIIOAHAS.

— boxe, uto ke Thl Tyaa Hanuxana? Kupnuuu? — cnpocun Mo, BeIHOCS CyHAy4oK Merru
U3 I0Ma.

— Tbl BeZIb caM FOBOPHUIL: KHUTU JOJKHBI OBITh TSXKEJIBIMU, IOTOMY YTO B HUX CIIPSITaH BECh
MHUp, — oTBeTHIa Merru, 1 Mo BOEpBBIE 32 3TO YTPO PACCMESIICS.

ABTOOYC, CTOSIBIIMI B IyCTOBABLIEM capae U MOXOKHUHM Ha MECTPOro HEYKIKHKEro 3Beps,
ObL1 1711 Merru pogHee BceX JOMOB, B KOTOPBIX OHM KOTAa-1u0o >xuinu. Hurne u Hukorna oHa He
crajia Tak KperKo, Kak Ha KpoBaTu, KoTopyto Mo cmactepui B aBroOyce. Koneuno, B HeM ObLIH 1
CTOJI, U KyXOHBKa, M CKAaMEHKa, 0] KOTOPOU CTONKAMHU JIEKAJIU [Ty TEBOAUTEIIN, JOPOKHBIE KAPTHI,
3arepThle 3alMCHBIE KHUKKH, MOSBISIBIINECS TaM U3 HUOTKY/a.

Ja, Merru mo6wmiia cBoit aBTOOyC, HO B TO YTPO OHA TaK M HE PEIIMIAcCh 3a0paThCsl B HETO.
Korna Mo nogomien k 1oMy, 4ToOblI 3aKpbITh ABEPb, €1 MOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO OHA yXe OO0JIbIle HUKO-
IJ1a He BEpPHETCS CIOZa, YTO ATa Moe3/1Ka Oy/leT He IOX0Ka HU Ha OJHY MPEXKHIOK, YTO OHU OyayT
exaTh BCE JaJIblIE U JaJIbLIE OTCIO/IA, CIIacasiCh OErCTBOM OT YEro-To, YTO HE MMeNo Ha3zBaHus. [1o
KpaliHel Mepe, I Hee.

— WTak, Ha ror! — ckazan Mo, xBatasice 3a pyib.

Bor Tak oHM M yexanu, HM ¢ KEM HE NONPOIIABUIMCH, XOJIOAHBIM YTPOM, KOTAA 3e€MJIs el
naxJia JOKIEM.

A 'y BOpoT ux yxe nomxuaan Caxepyk.
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Ha or

3a Jlpemyuum Jlecom — Benviii Céem, a omo yoice nu mebs, Hu MeHs. He
kacaemcs. Sl mam nukozoa ne Ovll U HUKO20A He OY0Y, U Mbl MAM HUKO20a
He 6yoewn, ecau 6 mebe ecmv Xomb Kaneibka 30pago2o CMulCa.
K. I'pam. Bemep ¢ usax’

Y Merru Obula Urpa: Kpenko 3aKMypHB IJ1a3a, OHA MBICJIIEHHO TO yAajisiia, TO MpUOImKana
orpajy ¢ pKaBbIMHU METJIIMU Ha BOPOTAX, YTOOBI €III€ YeT4e NMPEAICTaBUTh ce0e TUTpa C KEITHIMU
SHTApHBIMU IJIa3aMH, KOTOPBIH cujien B 3apociisix 6aMOyKa y caMoro MOAHOXKHUSI CTEHBL. A Ternepb
Ha jiopore 3a orpaaoi crosu Caxepyk.

Ot oxHorO ero Bujaa cepale Merru Hayano KoinoTUThCs. OH MOSBUIICS TaK HEOKHJIAHHO, B
OJTHOM CBUTEpE, APO’Ka U 00XBATUB ce0s1 pyKamH, MbITasiCh corpeThes. [1anpTo ero, HaBepHO, elle
OBLIIO0 MOKPBIM OT JIOX/IsI, HO €r0 OTHEHHO-PBIKUE BOJIOCHI YK€ BBICOXJIM — OHU TONOPIIMIINCH HAJl
HCIEIIPEHHBIM IpaMaMHU JIULIOM.

Y Mo BeIpBasioch npokisitue. OH 3anIyIIiI MOTOP U BbIeN U3 aBrodyca. Caxkepyk yibIo-
HYJICS CBOCU CTPAHHOM YJIBIOKOM U MIPUCTIOHUIICS K OTpaJie.

— U xyna xe Tb1 cobpancs, Bonmeonsiit S3b1k? — cipocuit oH. — Thl uTO, 3a0BLT PO HAII
yroBop? OJIuH pa3 Tbl MEHS YK€ IPOBEJ, TOMHUILB?

— Te1 3Haemb, mouyeMy s TOPOILIOCH, — OTBETHI Mo. — [lo ToM ke camoi IpUYMHE, YTO U
B IIPOLLLJIBIN pas3.

OH Bce ellle CTOsIT y OTKPBITOM JBEPIIbI MAIIMHBI, €TI0 TEJIO HAPAIIOCh, Kak Oy/ATO OH HE MOT
IoXKaaThest, korjaa Caxxepyk HaKOHEIl YHIET C IOPOTH.

Ho Tot Ben cebst Tak, CIIOBHO He 3aMedan HeTeprieHus Mo.

— Mory s 3HaTh, KyJia Thl €[IelIb? — CIIPOCUJI OH. — B mpomnuislii pa3 MHE NPUIILIOCH UCKATh
TeOs 1eNbIX YeThlpe roaa. M eciau 661 MHE HEMHOXKKO MTOBE3JI0, TO S ObI CMOT OIEpPeIUTh JIoen
Kanpukopha.

[TocmotpeB Ha Merru, oH Bpaxie0HO ycTaBuiics Ha Mo.

Mo nomoiryai, npexzae 4eM JaTh OTBET.

— Kanpukops Ha ceBepe, — cka3an oH HakoHell. — [loaToMy MBI enieM Ha ror. Wi on oboc-
HOBaJICA TJe-TO emie?

Caxxkepyk MOCMOTpEIT Ha YXOASIIYIO BAaib yiIuIly. B BeiOoMHaX moOiiecKrBaia JTOXKIeBast
BOJIA.

— Her, Het! — cka3zan oH. — Hert, on Bce erie Ha ceBepe. Tak roBopsT. A TBOE pellieHrue He
JlaTh €My TO, YTO OH HIIET, BBIHYK/Ia€T MEHS TOXKE€ HEMEIJICHHO OTIPAaBUThHCS Ha 1oT. Buaut 6or,
s Obl He XoTeN pa3mianark TaiHbl 1osaM Kanpukopna. Eciu Obl BbI MEHSI HEMHOTO MTOJIBE3JIH. . .
S yxe roToB B nopory!

O06e cyMKH, KOTOpbIE OH BBITALIWI M3-3a OIPajibl, BRINISACIN TaK, OyATO YXKe AECATOK pa3
o0ornyau 3emMHoM map. Kpome HUX U prok3aka 3a criuHoi, y Cakepyka HU4Ero He ObLIo.

Merru cxana ryosl. «Het, Mo, — tymana oHa, — HET, Mbl He BO3bMeEM ero ¢ coboii!» Ho eit
HY’KHO OBLJIIO BCETO JIMIIb B3ISIHYTh Ha 0TI, YTOOBI TOHSTh, UTO €r0 OTBET OY/IET COBCEM JIPYTHM.

— Hy xe! — ckazan Caxepyk. — UTo MHe pacckasars Jitoasm KanpukopHa, eciiu OHU Bce-Taku
00BeyT MEHS BOKpYT Hajibla?

Ero motepsiHHBIN BU/T JIeN1all €T0 TOX0KUM Ha 6e310MHY10 co0aky. M kak Hu crapanack Merru
HaWTH B HEM CJI€JIbl YET0-TO 3JI0BEIIETO, OHA TaK U HE CMOIVIA 3TO CAEIATh.

! Iepeson N.ToxmakoBOM.
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— IloBeps, s HENOJTO CMOT'Y CKPBIBaTh OT HUX TO, YTO BUAEI Te0s, — npoaomkan Caxepyk. —
W notom... — OH 3agymMascst Ha MTHOBEHHE, MPEXK/IE YEM 3aKOHUUTH MBICIb: — Thl BCE €Ille MO
IOJDKHUK, TaK Beab?

Mo omyctui ronoBy. Merru 3aMeTHiia, Kak ero pyka CyIopoXKHO CKaa JABepily aBrolyca.

— Hy, ecnu Ha 3TO Tak NOCMOTPETH, — CKa3aJl OH, — J1a, s1 TBOU JIOJIKHUK.

Ha m3pe3annom mpamamu nuie Caxkepyka oTpa3miock oonerdenue. OH Toryac HabpoCw
Ha IJIEYX PIOK3aK U MOJIOILE] CO CBOUMU CYMKAaMHU K aBTOOYyCY.

— IMogoxaute, — 3akpuyana Merru, korga Mo yke 06110 coopasics moMoub CakepyKy ¢ CyM-
kamu. — Eciin oH noenieT ¢ HaMmu, TO 5 XOuy 3HaTh, OT KOTo Mbl Oexum. Kto takoii ator Kanprukopu?

Mo noBepHyJICcs Ha MeCTe.

—Merru. .. — Ha4yaJl OH XOPOILIO 3HAKOMBIM TOHOM, FOBOPSIIIUM: «Merru, oiiMu ke HaKOHEll.
Merru, HE IPUTBOPSICS».

Omna oTKpbLIa 1BEpIy aBTOO0yCa U BBIIIPBITHYIIA.

— Merru, yept Bo3bmu! Csinp B aBToOyc. Ham yxe nopa!

— 51 BepHYyCh TOJIBKO TOTJa, KOTZia Thl OTBETUIIL MHE Ha 3TH BOIIPOCHI.

Mo niozomien k He#l, HO Merru mpoLIMBITHYJIAa Y HETO MEXK/Ty pyKaMu U BbIOEKasia 3a BOpoTa
Ha JIOpOoTYy.

— Ilouemy Thl MHE HHUYETO HE TOBOPUILL? — KpHUYaJla OHa.

Jlopora Beimsiaena 3a0pomeHHol. Becennuii Betep mackai Jinio Merru u iryMesn JHUCTBOH
JIMIIBI, CTOSIBIIEH HeroaseKy. HeGo ObIIo Bee elnie TyCKIIBIM M CEPBIM, CIIOBHO HE XOTEJIO CBETIIETh.

— 41 xouy 3Harh, yTO HMpoucxXoauT! — kpuyana Merru. — 5 Xody 3HaTh, IOYEMY MbI BCTAJIN
CEeroJiHs B MATh YTpa U MOYEMY sl HE Uy B IIKOJY. Sl X0y 3HaTh, BEPHEMCS JIM Mbl Ha3aJ U KTO
takoil Karnpukops!

VYenpimas 310 umsi, Mo ormsifesncsi, CJI0BHO TOT, Koro oHH ¢ Ca)kepyKoM Tak OOsUIHCh, MOT
BBIMTH U3 MyCTOTO capasi Tak K€ HEOXKHUJaHHO, Kak caM Caxepyk, MosiBUBIIMICS y orpaasl. Ho
IBOp OBLT IMycT, a Merru nepenoiHsia Takas sjpocThb, 4To €if ObLI0 He 10 cTpaxoB. Tem Gonee uTo
OHA HE 3Haja 0 HEM HUYEro, KpOMe UMEHHU.

— ThI ke MHE BCeT/Ia BCe paccka3biBaji! — KpUKHYJa OHa oTity. — Beerna!

Ho Mo mosmuan.

— CekpeTsl ecThb y Bcex, Merru, — HakoHel| cka3ai oH. — Celiuac e caauck B aBTo0yc. Ham
nopa.

Caxepyk npucTaIbHO HAOI0aM 32 IPOUCXOASIINM, IepeBois B3I ¢ Mo Ha Merru.

— ToI et HU4ero He pacckaszan? — menoToM crpocuit Caxepyk.

Mo nokaga rojgoBow.

— Ho 4t0-TO THI %€ NOJIKEH el paccka3arh! Eif MOXET yrpoxkarh OIMacHOCTb, €CJIM OHA HUYETO
He OyneT 3HaTh. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHA Y€ HE MAJICHbKUN PEOCHOK.

— Eit MoXeT yrpoxars OIacHOCTh M B TOM CITydae, €Clii OHa OyzieT 00 3TOM 3HaTh, — OTBETHII
Mo. — 1 3TO HUYEro HE U3MEHMUT.

Merru Bce elie cTosjia Ha IOpore.

— 51 cnpiuy Bce, 0 ueM Bbl roBopute! — KpukHyia oHa. — Kakas onacHocTh? S He csany B
aBTOOYC /10 T€X IMOp, IMOKa HE BBISACHIO ATO.

Mo nponoikan MoI4ark.

CaxxepyK HEpEUIUTENbHO INISTHYJI Ha HErO U ITOCTaBUJI CBOM CYMKHU Ha 3e€MIIIO.

— Hy, xopomo. Torga s pacckaxy e npo KanprkopHa.

On ne cnemra nogomen Kk Merru. OHa HEMPOU3BOJIBHO OTCTYIHJIA.

— Tw1 ¢ HUM yke BcTpedasiach, — ckazan Caxepyk. — ITo ObLJIO OUY€Hb AaBHO, TOATOMY ThI
HE MIOMHHUIIIb, THI OBLIA €IIIe BOT TaKO# MalieHbKoW. — OH OITyCTHII pyKy 110 KoJieHa. — Kak ke Tebe
0OBSICHUTB, KTO OH Takoi? Korna Tsl yBUIUIIIb, KaK KOILIKA TOKUPAET MOJIOAYIO MTHUILY, Thl HABEP-
HsIKa 3arutavyenib, npasaa? Wnu nonsiTaembesa cnactu Oeausary. A KanpukopH CKOPMHUT NTHUKY
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KOIIKE JIMIIB JIJIsl TOTO, 9YTOOBI TOCMOTPETh, KaK KOIIIKAa pa30pPBET €€ Ha YaCTH CBOUMH KOTTSIMH, U
YCIIBIILIATh €€ KPUK U TPETET KPbUIbEB, — I HETO HET 3pENMILA IPUITHEH.

Merru orctynuia emie Ha mar, Ho Cakepyk Mmofoies K Hel OIuxe.

— Jlymato, Tebe He NOCTaBISIET yAOBOJIbCTBUS BHYILIATh JIIOASM CTpax, BbI3bIBATh TAKYIO
JPOKb B KOJIEHSIX, YTO OHU €]1Ba MOTYT CTOATh? — cupocuia oH. — J{nsg KanpukopHa HET HU4ero
Oosee npusATHOrO. Thl HABEpHSAKA CUMTACIb, YTO HE MOXKEILIb [TOJYYUTh BCE, YTO XOUEIllb, BO YTO
Obl TO HU cTasno. A KanpukopH aymaeT uMeHHO Tak. M kK coxkaneHuto, y TBOEro OTLa €CTh KOe-4To,
YTO OH HENIPEMEHHO XOYET 3aI0JIy4UTh.

Merru B3misiHyna Ha Mo. OH He CBOJWII ¢ Hee I1as3.

— Kanpukops He ymeer nepemieraTb KHUTH, Kak TBOU oTell, — npogosnkan Caxepyk. — OH
3HAET TOJIK TOJILKO B OJJHOM — B 3alyruBaHuu. B 3ToM oH HenpeB3oiaeHHbI MacTep. OH JKHUBET
3TUM. XOTSl MHE Ka)KeTCs, EMy CaMOMY HE3HAKOMO TO YyBCTBO, KOIZla CTPAaX CKOBBIBAET TEJO U
Thl OIIYIIACIIb CBOI0 HUYTOXHOCTb. HO OH TOYHO 3HaeT, Kak BbI3BAaTh CTPax W MOCEIUTh €T0 B
cepauax v ymax. Ero jiroau pasHOCST cTpax Kak YEpHYIO MOUTY: MPOCOBBIBAIOT €€ MOJ ABEPH,
pa30pachIBalOT MO MOYTOBBIM SIIKMKAM, PACKJIEUBAIOT HA CTEHAX U JIBEPSX, I0KA OHA HE 3aIIOJTHUT
BCE€ BOKPYT, CJIOBHO yyMa. — CaxkepyK CcTosu1 yxe psiiom ¢ Merru. — Y KanpukopHa MHOTO JIFOACH, —
CKa3aJl OH TUXO. — BOJBIIMHCTBO CIyXaT eMy C JAETCTBa, U, eciu KanpukopH npUKakeT OHOMY
U3 HUX OTpe3aTh TeOe HOC WM yXO, TOT CAEJIaeT 3TO U I1a30M He MOPrHyB. OHU O€BalOTCS BO
BCE YepHOE, MOA0OHO BOPOHAM, U JIUIIb MX MPEABOIUTENs HOCUT Oelyr0 pyOaIKy Mmoj YepHOu
KaK caka KypTKoi. Ecim KTO-TO U3 HUX BCTpeTHTCA TeOe Ha IMyTH, clesail Bce, YTOObI OHU TeOs
He 3ameTuiu. [lonsna?

Merru kuBHyna. OHa e1Ba MOIJIa IEPEBECTU JyX — TaK CUIIBHO KOJIOTHIJIOCH €€ CEpALIE.

— IlonsiTHO, MOUEMy OTeI| HUKOTIAa He pacckasbiBai Tebe o Kanpukopre, — ckazan Caxepyk
u Opocun B3msi Ha Mo. — S Obl TOXXE, HaBEpHOE, paccKa3blBajl CBOMM JETSIM TOJBKO O J00pBIX
JHONISIX.

— 41 3Har0, YTO Ha CBETE €CTh HE TOJIBKO J0OpbIe JMoau! — ['omoc Merru apoxkan oT rHeBa,
KaK HH CTapajach OHa CKPBITh €r0, @ MOXKET ObITh, B HEM OBLI U CTpax.

— [IpaBna? Otkyna xe? — TanHCcTBEHHAs yablOKa rocTs CTajla CHOBA IPYCTHOM U OJHOBpE-
MEHHO HaJMeHHOH. — [Ipuxoaunocs 1u Tede UMETH J1E10 C HACTOSIIIUM 3J101eeM?

— S ynTana o HUX.

Caxxepyk paccMmesuicst:

— A! Hy na. Oto moutu TO *e camoe, — cka3an oH. Ero Hacmemika o6oxriia ee. OH HaKJIO-
HWiIca K Merru u nocMotpen el B auno. — S sxenaro tede, 4To0bl 3TO YTEHUEM U OTPAHUYUIIOCH, —
CKa3aJl OH TUXO.

Mo nocraBun cymku Caxepyka B 3a/IHIOI0 4YacTh aBToOyca.

— Hanerock, B HUX HET HHYETO TAKOTO, YTO JIETaJI0 ObI Y HAC HaJl TOJIOBAMH, — CKa3all OH, a
Caxepyk cen Ha cujieHbe 3a Merru. — § 3Hato, 4To 3a UHCTPYMEHTSHI Thl ¢ CO00 BO3UIIIb, TO3TOMY
MeHs ObI 9TO BOBCE HE YIUBHIIO.

[Ipexxne uem Merru ycrmena CpOCHTb, YTO 3TO ObUTH 32 HHCTPYMEHTHI, CaxepyK OTKPBLI
CBOM PIOK3aK M aKKyPaTHO BBITAIIMI COHHOTO OJIECTSIIETO 3BEpPhKa.

— IlockonbKy HaM IPEACTOUT JITUTEIbHAsE COBMECTHAS MOE3/Ka, — oOparmics oH K Mo, — 51
OBI XOTEJ KOe-KOTO MPEACTaBUTh TBOCH JT0YepH.

XyneHbKHHN 3BepeK € IMMyIUCTHIM XBOCTOM OBLT pa3MEpOM C KPOJIMKa. 3BEpEK 3aleUIICs KOT-
TMH 3a pykaB Cakepyka ¥ OJIECTAIIMMHU YEPHBIMH I1a3aMH-ITyTOBUIIAMH CTajJ pacCMaTpUBaTh
Merru, a KOTZIa OH 3€BHYII, TIOKA3aJIHCh €r0 OCTPhIE KaK UTOJIKHU 3YObI.

— Oto I'Bun, — ckazan Caxepyk. — Eciu xouems, Mokelb nodecars emy ymu. OH ceiiuac
OYEHb COHHBIN, IIOATOMY TOYHO HE YKYCHT.

— A BoOOI11IE OH KycaeTcsi?
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— Koneuno, — ckazan Mo, CHOBa yca)kMBasiCh 3a pyJib. — by/b 51 HA TBOEM MeCTe, 51 ObI AeprKa
CBOM MaJIbIbl OT ITOIO 3BEpPhKa MOJAJIbIIE.

Ho neprxarp nanblibl nogaelie OT 38epeil Merru He Moriia B IpUHLIKIIE, TEM OoJiee eCiu y
HUX OBUTH TaKue OCTpPBHIC 3yOBbl.

— OTO Beab KyHHUIIA, 1a? — CIPOCHJIA OHA, ONACIMBO MIPOBO/I KOHUMKAMU NaNbLIEB 110 KPYyT-
JIOMY yXy 3BEpbKa.

— J1a, 4TO-TO B 3TOM pOJE.

Caxepyk mocTai U3 KapMaHa 3aCOXILINI Kycouyek Xxjeda u cyHyn ero I'Buny B por. Merru
IJ1a/injia 3BepbKa M0 MaJIeHbKOW r0JI0BE, MIOKA TOT KEBaJl, U KOHYMKAMHU NaJIbLIEB HAlllyIlajla YTO-TO
TBEPJI0€ O] IIEJIKOBBIM MEXOM: KpOIlI€UHbIE pora 3a ymaMu. OT yAUBIIEHUS OHA OTAEPHYINIA PYKY.

— ¥V KyHun ObIBaroT pora?

CaxxepyKk NOAMUTHYA €l 1 o3BoauI [ BUHY CHOBa 3a0paThCs B PIOK3aK.

— VY 3T0r0 ecTh, — cKa3aj OH.

Merru pacTepsiHHO Ha0o1a1a, Kak OH 3aTsHy/ peMHU. OHa Bce ellle UyBCTBOBAJIA HA MaJlb-
nax poxku I BuHa.

— Mo, TbI 3HaJ, 4TO Y KyHHI] OBIBAaIOT pora? — CpoCuIa OHa.

— Caxxepyk NpUKJIEHII UX CBOEMY 3y0acToMy dyepTeHKy. Mcxons u3 cBoux cooOpaskeHUi.

— Kakux Takux coobpaxeHuii?

Merru BOnmpocHUTENbHO TOCMOTpesia cHayaina Ha Mo, motom Ha Caxepyka, HO Mo yke 3aBo-
JI1 MOTOP, a Ca)kepyK CHSJI Callord, KOTOPbIE, KaK U €ro CYMKH, OYE€BHJIHO, MHOTOE YK€ TOBUAAIIN
Ha 3TOM CBETE, U, INTyOOKO B37I0XHYB, pacTsHYJCs Ha KpoBatu Mo.

— Mosnun, BonmeOHslit SI3bIK, — CKa3al OH, MPEeXk/1e YeM 3aKpbITh IJ1a3a. — Sl He BblJaM TBOU
CEKpETBHI, a 3a 3TO Thl HE pa3danTeiBail Mou. Kpome Toro, cHayana qOIKHO CTEMHETb.

Bonbuie yaca Merru nomana cebe rojioBy HaJl TEM, YTO MOT O3HauaTh 3TOT oTBeT. Ho eme
0oJbllIe €€ BOJIHOBAJ JIPYroi BOMpOC.

— Mo, uto Hazo 3TOMYy... KanpukopHy oT Te61? — cipocuiia oHa, korjga Caxxepyk 3axparell.

Ee ronoc nonusumicst Ha NOATOHA, KOIJa OHA PEUIMIIACh IPOU3HECTH €r0 UMsl, OyATO MbITa-
Jach TEM CaMbIM YMEHBILIUTh ONACHOCTh, YTPOXKABUIYIO UM.

— Knury, — orBeTrs1 Mo, He 0TBOJS B3IVIsiAA OT TOPOTH.

— Kuury? [louemy Tbl ee He oTnalb emy?

— IToromy. S TebGe ckopo BCe pacckaxy, HO He ceiuac. Xopomo?

Merru nocMoTtpena B OKHO aBToOyca. Mup, nposjeTaBIIMii MUMO, yKe ceiluac Ka3ajics e
Yy»UM — HE3HAKOMBIE JIOMa, HE3HAKOMBIE YJIUIIbl, HE3HAKOMBIE MOJISL, Jake epeBbs U HEOO ObLIN
COBCEM UYKUMH, HO Merru yxe K 3ToMy npuBbikia. OHa erie HUKOTAa He 9YyBCTBOBasa ce0s Kak
noMa. Mo ObuT ee ToMOM, Mo 1 ee KHHUTH, & MOXKET OBITh, €IIle ¥ ITOT aBTOOYC, KOTOPHIi Be3 ee
U3 OJTHOM 4yXOUHBI Ha JPYTYIO.

— OTta TeTd, K KOTOPOU MBI €/1eM, — CIIPOCHIIa OHA, KOTZla OHU MPOE3KaIu yepe3 OECKOHEUHO
JUTMHHBIA TyHHENb, — Yy HEE €CTh 1eTh?

— Her, — orBetnit Mo. — borock, oHa He ocobeHHO uX xaiyet. Ho s1 yBepeH, BbI ¢ Heil Iofpy-
KUTECH.

Merru B3noxHyna. OHa 3Hana HEKOTOPBIX TETYILIEK, HO HU C OJHON M3 HUX HE CMOIJIAa HAUTU
o011ero sA3bIKa.

XO0MBbI IPEBPATHIINCH B TOPBI, CKIIOHBI [0 00EUM CTOPOHAM JJOPOTH CTAHOBUJIUCH BCE KpyUe,
U BCKOpE JI0Ma MepecTaan ObITh MPOCTO YYKUMHU — OHU U BBIIVISIIETN YK€ COBCEM IO-IIPYrOMY.
Merru nbiTangach CKOpOTaTh BpeMsi, CUUTasi TYHHENIH, HO, KOT/1a OHM OKa3aJIMCh B TACTH JIEBATOTO
TYHHEJISI 1 TEMHOTE HE ObUIO HM KOHIIA HU Kpasi, OHa 3acHyna. B CHWINCH KyHHIIbI B YEPHBIX
KypTKax U KHUTa B KOPUYHEBOM YIIAaKOBOYHOI Oymare.
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[1oM NONOH KHMUI

— Moti cao — amo moii cad, — ckazan Benuxkan, — u Kaxcoomy 3mo
OQ0MIICHO OblMb SICHO, U, YHC KOHEUHO, HUKOMY, KpOMe Camo2o cebs, s He
N0360710 30eCh Uepamo.

Ockap Yaiinvo. Benukan-zoucm?

Merru npocHynach OTTOTO, YTO CTAJIO THXO.

PaBHOMEpHBIIT peB MoTOpa, yOaroKaBIInii €e B aBTOOyCe, CTUX, U MECTO BOAUTENS PSAOM C
Hel omycteno. Merru noHago06miIocs Kakoe-To BpeMsi, YTOObI IOHATh, TIOYEMY OHA HE JICXKUT B
cBoeil kpoBaru. K 1000BOMY CTEKITy MPUIIUIUIM AOXJIbIE MYIIKH, a aBTOOYC CTOST MEpes Kemes-
HBIMH BOopoTaMu. Buj ux cBepkaroniux 3yObeB BHYIIAJ CTPAaX — Ka3aJlOCh, OHU TOJIBKO U XKJIaJIH,
YTO HENPOIIEHbII TOCTh, MONBITABIIMICS NEPEIe3Th Yepe3 HUX, 3aLENUTCS 32 UX OCTPhIE MPYThs
1 OCTaHeTCsl Ha HUX BUCETh. | po3HbIE BOpOTa HAMOMHMIN Merru ofHy U3 ee JI0OMMBIX CKa30K O
Benukane, koTopbIil He XOTeN MycKaTh AeTel Kk cede B caa. IMEHHO TakMMU Ipe/icTaBisia OHa
cebe ero BopoTa.

Mo crosin Ha ynuie BMecte ¢ CaxepykoMm. Merru Bbliia U3 aBTodyca U MojAoIUIa K HUM.
Jlopora ymnupanack B HOKPBITBIN T'YCTBIMU 3apOCIISIMU OOpBIB Ha Oepery 00JbIIOro o3epa. XoiaMbl
IO IPYTYIO CTOPOHY 03€pa, NOJHUMABIIKECS U3 BOJbI, ObLIIM MOX0XKH Ha yTOHYBIINE ropsl. Bona
B 03epe OblIa MOYTH YEePHOU — B BOJTHAX OTpakaJIoCh TEMHOE BeuepHee He0o. B nomax Ha Gepery,
OyATO CBETISUYKHU WM YTIaBIINE 3BE3/Ibl, 3aKIVINCh IIEPBbIE OTHU.

— KpacuBo, 1a? — Mo o6nsit Merru 3a miieun. — Tebe Beb HpaBATCs pacckasbl Mpo pa3oou-
HUKOB. Buiuie BoH TaM pa3zBanuHsbl KpenocTu? B Heil koraa-To »kuna 0anga pazooitHukoB. HyxHo
CIIPOCHUTH DJIIMHOP, OHA BCE 3HAET 00 ATOM 03€epe.

Merru TobKO KMBHYJIA U TIOJ0KHJIA TOJIOBY €MY Ha IJIeY0 — OT YCTaJIOCTH Y Hee KPYKHIach
rosioBa. JIuio Mo BriepBbI€ 3a BpeMsl X 0Tbe3/1a He ObLIO OMPAaYeHO BOJTHEHHEM.

— I'me »xe oHa »uBeT? — cripocuia Merru, moJaBisisi 36BOK. — YK TOYHO HE 3a 3y0acThIMHU
BOpOTaMH?

— WmenHo TaM. D10 BXOJ B €€ momecThe. He oueHb-To npuBeTnBo, npasaa? — Mo 3acmestics
1 noBes1 Merru uepes Aopory. — DIUHOP O4eHb TOpAUTCS 3TUMHU BopoTamu. OHa 3aka3alia ux 1o
PUCYHKY B OJJTHOU KHUTE.

—He no pucysnky nu cana Benukana-sroucra? — npodopmorana Merru, misijis 4epe3 UCKYCHO
W30THYTBIE KEJIe3HbIE MPYThHSL.

— Benukan-srouct? — Mo 3acMmesiiics. — HeT, MHe kaxkeTcs, 5To ObL1a COBCEM ApyTasi UCTOPHSL.
XOTsl 3Ta OYEHB XOPOIIIO MOAOILIA ObI K DIHUHOP.

[To oGenm cTopoHaM OT BOPOT POC BBICOKUI KyCTapHUK, KOJIFOUHE BETBH KOTOPOTO CKPhIBAJIN
BCE, UTO HAXOAUJIOCH 3a HUM. [la 1 uepe3 npyThst Merru He Ob110 BUTHO HUYEro 0COOEHHOTO0, KpOMe
PaCKUIUCTBIX KyCTOB POIOICHAPOHA U MCUE3A0IEeN MEXK Ty HUMH IIUPOKOU JOPOKKH, TOKPHITOM
IPaBUEM.

— Ouyenb OX0OkKe Ha OOTaTEHbKUX POJICTBEHHHUKOB, — MpoIIenTai e B yxo Caxepyk.

— Jla, DnuHop gocraroyHo 6orara, — ckazaia Mo u orBen Merru B ctopony. — Ho, BeposiTHO,
CKOpO OHa OyzeT He Ooraue 1IEpKOBHOM KpBICHI, IOTOMY YTO BCE CBOM JEHBbIM TPATUT HAa KHUTH.
Borock, oHa mpopact u aAy1Ly, €ciid 4epT NPEATIOKUT €H 32 ITO CTOSIIYIO KHUTY.

OpnnauM ToTukoM Mo pacniaxHys TsSKeNble BOPOTa.

— Yo THI AEnaenb? — BCTPEBOXXKEHHO cripocuiia Merru. — Ham Tyna Henb3s!

2 Iepeson T. O3epckoil.
23



K. ®yHke. «YepHunbHoe cepaue»

Ha rtabmuuke psimom ¢ Boporamu MoxHO Obuto mpountath: «HACTHAS COBCTBEH-
HOCTB. ITIOCTOPOHHHMM BXO/l BOCIIPELILIEH», — X0Tst B€TBH KyCTapHHKA U CKPBIBAJIU APy
OykB. Jliiss Merru nmonoOHast HAJAMKUCh U TOCTEIPUUMCTBO HUKAK HE MOTJIH COYETAThCS.

Ho Mo paccmesincs.

— He BosHylics1, — CKa3aJl OH U pacKpbUI BOPOTA elle Kpe. — EqTMHCTBEHHOE, UTO 3alMIIEHO
B JIOME CUTHaJIM3alMel, — 3T0 OMOnIroTeKa. A eciau HENpolleHble TOCTH U 3alIyT B BOpPOTa, HE
CTpPAaIIHO. DJIMHOP BOBCE HE U3 MYIIUBBIX, @ TOCTU y HEE — ABJICHUE PEAKOE.

— A cobaku? — Caxxepyk 03a009YCHHO 3arisiHyT B cai. — Ecim BXog 00OpymIoBaH TaKUMU
BOPOTaMH, TO 32 HUMU JOJDKHBI OBITh KAK MUHUMYM TPH 3JIbI€ COOAKH pa3MepoM C TeICHKA.

Ho Mo nokaydai ronoBoi.

— DIMHOP TepIeTh HE MOXET co0aK, — CKa3al OH, MOAXOAS K aBTOOyCy. — A Tenepb CaJIuTech.

Brnanenue tetyniku O6osblie HaTOMUHAIIO Jiec, ueM cai. [louTtu cpa3y 3a BopoTamu gopora
Jienana u3rub, CJIOBHO XOTena J00aBUTh 030pCTBA ABMXKEHHUIO, 3aT€M Bejla BBEPX 10 CKIOHY U
HAKOHEI] TePsIIaCh MEXKy TEMHBIMHU €JISIMU U KalTaHaMu. VX BeTBU OKalMJISLITU AOPOTY, 00pa3o-
BBIBasl TYHHEJb, 1 MerTH Ka3ajJoCh, YTO OHA YK€ HUKOT/Ia HE 3aKOHYUTCS, KaK BAPYT JEPEBbsS pac-
CTYIWJIMCHh U OHU OKa3aJICh HAa HEOOJBIION TUTONIA N, IOKPBHITOM TPAaBUEM H OKPYKEHHOU yXO-
KEHHBIMU KIIyMOaMH ¢ pO3aMH.

Ha rpaBum, npsiMo mepen A0MoM, CTOsiT cepblii komOu. Jlom Obln Gorbliie, 4eM MIKoJia, B
KoTopyto Merru xoauia B npoiioM rogy. OHa nomnsITanach NepecuuTarb OKHa, HO ObICTPO cOU-
nach co cyera. Jlom ObUT OYEHb KPacUBBI, HO CMOTPENCS HE IMPUBETIMBEE KEJIE3HBIX BOPOT Ha
nopore. Bo3aMoxHoO, xenTtas ITyKaTypKa BbINIAENa TaKOM TPA3HON TONBKO B JIydax 3aXO/sIIEro
COJIHIIA, U BO3MOXKHO, 3€JIEHbIE CTABHU OBUIM 3aKPbITHI TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, UTO 3a COCETHUMHU TOpaMu
yiKe Jexana Houb. BozmoxHo. Ho Merru pruckHyna npeanoaoXkuTh, 4TO U THEM OHU OTKPBIBAJINCH
HeyacTo. BxoaHas ABeph U3 TEMHOTO JiepeBa OblIa OX0Xa Ha HEAPYKETIOOHO MOpKaThIE TYObl, U
Merru HEPOU3BOJIBLHO cxBaTuia Mo 3a pyKy, KOrJla OHU HOAXOAMIN K HEl Onvke.

Caxepyk cienoBall 32 HUMU, HEPEUIUTEIbHO HAKUABIBAsL Ha IJICUO PIOK3aK, B KOTOPOM BCE
emte cnas I'BuH. Korna Mo u Merru okazanucs nepest 1Bepbio, Caxkepyk OCTaHOBUJICS B HECKOJIb-
KHUX IIIarax OT HUX W BHUMATEJIbHO PacCMaTpPUBaJl 3aKPBIThIE CTaBHU, OYyITO MBITAJICS YIOBUTH
B3IVISLJ] XO3SHKH, IKOOBI HAOIIOAaBIIEH 34 HUMH M3 OKHA.

Psiom co BXomom ObLIO pemieTyaToe OKOIIKO, €AMHCTBEHHOE, KOTOPOE HE 3aKphIBAIIH 3eIIe-
Hble cTaBHU. [loa HUM Bucena ele ogHa TabauykKa:

ECJIV Bl HAMEPEHBI TPATUTD
MOE BPEMS HA TTYCTSKHU, JTVUIIE JEPXUTECH
OTCIOJA TIOJAJIBIIIE.

Merru 06ecIoOKOeHHO B3IVIsIHYJIa Ha Mo, HO OH JIMILIb COCTPOMJI B OTBET I'pUMAacy U Haxkall
KHOIIKY 3BOHKA.

Merru ciblnana, Kak 0 BCEMY AOMY pa3Heccs 3BOH Kojokosipuuka. Hekoropoe Bpems
HUYETo He porcxoauio. ToiabKo copoka B3JIETeNa ¢ KycTa poJOJAEHIPOHA, PACTYILEr0 OKOJIO 10Ma,
Jla rapa >KUpHBIX BOPOObEB HarnepeOoil kiieBasia HEPUMETHBIX HACEKOMBIX B IpaBUU. Merru 6po-
CHJIa UM KPOILKH, KOTOPbIE OCTAJINCh Y HEE B KapMaHE KYPTKH IIOCJIE€ KaKOro-To MUKHUKA. Bapyr
JIBEPb PE3KO paclaxHyJach.

XKenmuna, crosiBiIas Ha nmopore, Opuia crapiie Mo, ropasfo crapiie, XoTss Merru HUKorjaa
HE MOIJIa C YBEPEHHOCTBIO OMPEAEIUTh BO3pacT B3pOCbIX. JIMIIO KEHIIMHBI HAIIOMUHAIO OYyib-
Jiora, HO, BO3MOXKHO, €710 OBLIO BOBCE HE B JIMIIE, a B €r0 BeIpaskeHUU. Ha Helt Obl1 cephlii myrio-
BEp MOBEPX MEMNeNbHO-CEpOi FOOKH, Ha KOPOTKOH 11ee — dKeMUyXKHble OyChl, a HA HOraX — BOMJIOU-
HBI€ TalKH, KaK Te, YT0 MerTu NpuIuioch HaJeTh, KOrja OHU ¢ Mo ObUIH Ha SKCKYpCHH B OHOM
3aMmke. Cezaple BOJIIOCHI DIIMHOP 3aKajblBajla HA MaKyIlIKe, HO TEM HE MEHEE CO BCEX CTOPOH CBU-
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caiu npsau, OyaTo, yKiaabIBasi BOJIOCHL, OHA TOPONMIIACH U TEPIIEHUE €€ UCCAKIIO0. bpl1o BUIHO,
YTO DJIMHOP HE MPOBOJMIA MHOTO BPEMEHU HEPE] 3€PKAJIOM.

—T'ocnogu, Moptumep! Kakoii cropnpus! — cka3ana oHa, HE TpaTs BpeMsl Ha IIPUBETCTBHUE.

lonoc ee 3Byuan pe3ko, HO JIMLO HE MOTJIO CKPBITh PaJ0CTH OT BcTpeuu ¢ Mo.

— IIpuser, DnuHop, — cka3zan Mo u nonoxui pyky Ha riedo Merru. — Tol nomaums Merru?
Bort oHa yxe kakas Beipociial

OAMHOpP OKHMHYJA Merru ObICTPBIM PACCESHHBIM B3IVISA0M.

— Jla, BUXKy, — cka3ana oHa. — Ho geTsim Bellb CBOMCTBEHHO pacTH, HE Tak Ju? M HaCKOJIBbKO s
IIOMHIO, 32 TTOCJICAHNE TO/BI 51 He BHJIENA HU Te€0s, HU TBOIO J04b. YeMy 51 00s3aHa TaKOM Y4eCThIO
IPUHUMATh Bac y ceOs CEeroaHs M Tak HeoXHuaaHHO? HakoHEU-TO Thl yIOCTOUIIL CBOMM BHHMa-
HUEM MOU O€THBIC KHUTH?

— TouHo, — kuBHYA Mo. — 51 GBI BBIHYK/IEH IEPEHECTU O/IMH U3 CBOMX 3aKa30B, 3aKa3 OJHOU
oubmmoTexu. Thl ke 3HaeIb, y OMOJIMOTEK BCET/Ia HE XBATAET JICHET.

Merru He cBomia ¢ Hero mia3. OHa U MOHATHUS HE UMENa, YTO OH YMEET TaK yOenIuTenbHO
Bparh.

— W3-3a cneniku, — npoaoikan Mo, — Mbl HE CMOIVIM HATH HUYETO MOAXOASIIEro A HOU-
Jera, Mo3TOMY sI TIPUBE3 €€ crona. Sl 3Haro, 4To JeTed Thl He 0COOEHHO JKalyellb, HO Merru He
Ma)XeT KHUTY BAPEHbEM U HE BBIPHIBAET U3 HUX CTPAHMIIBI JJI TOTO, YTOOBI 32aBOPAYUBATh B HUX
JIOXJIBIX JISITYILIEK.

OnuHOp MpoOOpMOTalia 4TO-TO HEONoOpHUTEeNbHOE U TTOcMOoTpena Ha Merru Tak, OyaTo Ta
TOJIBKO U JIeJIaNa, 4TO yCTpauBasia oA00HbIE BEIXOAKH, HECMOTPSI HAa 3aBEPEHUS €€ OTIIA.

— Korzpa 1eI IpuBO3MI €€ B NMOCIEAHUM pa3, Mbl, [0 KpalHEH Mepe, MOINIM 3alepeTh €€ B
3aroHe JJis CKOTa, — XOJIOJHO cKa3ayia oHa. — Ho teneps 310 0osiblie HEBO3ZMOXKHO.

Ona e1te pa3 ocMoTpena Merru ¢ rojioBbl 10 HOT, KaK OIacHOE KUBOTHOE, KOTOPOE €l Mpu-
XOJIUJIOCH 3aIlyCTUTh B JIOM.

Merru nouyBCTBOBaja, KAK OT THEBA KPOBB NPUJIMIIA K JIMILY. Eif XOTEI0Ch JOMOM WK Ha3a.
B aBTOOYC — KyJ1a-HUOY/b, TOJIBKO HE B JIOM 3TOH OTBPATUTEIILHON KEHIIHBI, JIASHBIC TJIa3a KOTO-
pO# IPOH3WIIN €€ HACKBO3b.

Barsin Onunop nepemren ot Merru k CaxkepyKy, KOTOPBIN CMYIIIEHHO JE€pKajcs Ha 3aHEM
IUIaHE.

— A »10T1? — OHa nocmortpena Ha Mo. — 1 ero Toxxe 3Har0?

— Oto Caxepyk, omuH... Moil npyr. — [loxoxke, Tonmpko Merru 3ameruiia, uto Mo kose0-
nercs. — OH coOupaeTcst OTIPABUTHCS JaJIbIIE HA 0T, HO, BO3MOXKHO, ThI MOTJIA OBI TIO3BOJIUTH EMY
IEpPEHOUYEBaTh B OIHOM U3 TBOUX OE€CUMCIEHHBIX KOMHAT?

DIUHOP CKPECTHIIAa PYKH.

— TonmpKoO TP yCIIOBHH, YTO €TO MMS HE UMEET OTHOIICHHUSI K TOMY, KaK OH oOpamaercs ¢
KHUTaMH, — CKa3ayia oHa. — B 11000M citydae eMy IpUIeTCs 10BOJBCTBOBATHCS CKPOMHBIMU anap-
TaMEHTaMU T0J KpbIIIEeH, TOCKOIbKY MOsi OMONIHMOTEKa B MOCIEAHHUE IO/Ibl OYEHb Pa3pociiach U
HOMIOTHJIA BCE KOMHATBI JUIsl FTOCTEH.

— CkonpKo e y Bac KHUT? — cripocuiia Merru.

Ona BbIpOCiIa cpeiy CTOIOK KHUT U ITPOCTO HE Moryia ce0e MpeicTaBUTh, UTO 3a OeCUUCIICH-
HBIMH OKHAaMH 3TOTO OIPOMHOTO JI0Ma OBUIH TOJBKO KHHTH.

DJIMHOP CHOBA MOCMOTpETIA HAa HEe, Ha ATOT pa3 ¢ OTKPOBEHHBIM IIPE3PEHUEM.

— Cxonbko? — nepecnpocuiia oHa. — He qymaenib ju Thl, YTO sl CUUTAIO MX, KaK ITyTOBUIIbI
WM ropouinHbl? MIX MHOro, odeHb MHOro. Mory npeanoyio)KuTh, YTO B KaXKA0H KOMHATe 3TOro
JIOMa HaXOJIUTCSl CTOJBKO KHUI, YTO Thl BPSAJ JIM KOTJa-HUOYIb CMOXKEIIb X [EPEYUTaTh, a HEKO-
TOpBIE U3 HUX HACTOJIBKO LIEHHBIE, YTO sl T€Os MPUCTpeNto 0e3 KoneOaHul, €ciu Thl IOCMEEIIb K
HUM IPUKOCHYThCA. HO MOCKONBKY, KaKk yTBEp>KJ1aeT TBOW OTEll, ThI A€BOYKA YMHAs, Thl 3TOTO HE
clenaenlb, Tak Beab?
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Merru Hu4ero He oTBeTHUIa. BMecTo 3TOr0 OHa nmpeacTaBuia cede, Kak BCTAHET Ha LbIITOYKU
Y TPYOK/IBI IUTFOHET Ha TOJIOBY 3TOM CTApOM BEIAbMBI.

A Mo paccmesics.

— TbI coBceM He U3MEHMIIACh, DIUHOP, — 3aMETHII OH. — SI3BIK OocTpee Hoxka 1uist Oymar. U Bce
XKe 5 IpeyNpeskaaro Teds: ecliu Thl yObelb Mertu, s CIeNako TO e CaM0oe C TBOUMH JIFOOMMBIMH
KHUTaMH.

['yOb1 DnuHOp CKPUBUIIKCH B YIIBIOKE.

— Xopoumuii OTBET, — CKa3aJla OHA M OTOLIA B CTOPOHY. — ThI, OX0kKE, TOKE HE U3MEHUIICS.
Bxonute. Sl nokaxy Tebe KHUTH, KOTOpPBIE HY)KIAIOTCS B TBOEH nomonty. U1 eme koe-kakue.

Merru Beera gymana, yTo y Mo Ob110 oueHb MHOTO KHHT. [locie Toro kak oHa nepemaraysia
yepes3 Nopor JoMa DIUHOP, OHA MepecTana Tak JyMaTh.

Kuuru He nexanu 31ech cTonkamu, kak y Merru noma. OueBUAHO, y K10l KHUTH ObLIO
cBoe MecTo. Bee crensl, e y Ipyrux ObLIu HakjI€eHbl 000U UM BUCEIH KapTUHBL, y DIMHOP ObLIN
3aHSTHI KHIKHBIMU IToJIKaMu. B BecTuOrone, Kyaa oHa oBesia UX B IEPBYIO OYepeb, OIKU ObLIN
OenpIMU U TOXO/IUJIH /10 TOTOoJIKa. B cinenytonieil komHate OHM ObUIN YEPHBIMU, KaK U BBUTOKEHHBIN
IUIUTKaMHU 110J1. YepHble MosIKU ObUIN U B KOPUJIOPE, T/I€ OHU OKA3aJIUCh, BBIMS U3 KOMHATBHI.

— BoH Te, — yka3zaia DIuHOp, IPOXO/Is MUMO TECHSIIUXCS KOPEIIKOB KHUT, — COOpaJINCh 3a
nocieaHue roapl. OHU HE OYEHb LIEHHBIE, OOJbIIEH YaCThI0O HU3KOTO KaueCTBa, HUYEro 0COOEH-
Horo. Ecnu Hekotopble, He Biajest co0oil, BCe-Taku BO3bMYT OJMH SK3EMIUIP C MOJKU, — IpU
9TOM €€ B3I ynajl Ha Merru, — 3To He Oy/leT UMEeTh CepPhEe3HBIX MOCIEICTBUI, IPU YCIOBUH,
YTO, YIOBIETBOPUB CBOE JIFOOOMBITCTBO, OHU MOCTABIT KHUT'Y HA CBOE MECTO U HE OCTABST B HUX
HENPUBJIEKATEIbHbIE 3aKJIAKU. — DIMHOP NMOBepHYyIack K Mo: — Xouelub Bepb, XOuellb HE BEPb, —
CKazajia OHa, — B OIHOM U3 MOUX MOCIIEAHUX NPUOOPETEHHI, UyIECHOM U3JaHUH JEBATHAALIATOrO
BEKa, 5 HalllJla 3aCOXIIUI KyCOUeK CallsiMU, KOTOPbIH UCOIb30BAJIM B KAUECTBE 3aKJIAIKU.

Merru XuxuKHyJIa U TIoMMaa eie oJuH HeAPY>KeTF0OHBIN B3I B CBOIO CTOPOHY.

— DTO HE CMEUIHO, JeTOYKa, — cKa3ana DnuHop. — HekoTopble ynuBUTEIbHbIE KHUTH ObLIN
yTPau€Hbl TOJIBKO TIOTOMY, YTO KAaKOH-TO IMyCTOTOJOBBIN PbIOAK pBajl U3 HUX CTPAHUIIbI, YTOOBI
3aBOpayMBaTh B HUX CBOIO BOHIOUYIO phIOy. B CpenHue Beka ObUIM YHUUTOXKEHBI THICSYM KHUT
JIMIOB IS TOTO, YTOOBI IIUTH M3 WX MEPEIUIETOB MOIOIIBEI JJ1si 00yBH HIIM TOIUTH OaHH. — DITUHOP
TSDKEJIO0 3a/1bI111aJIa, BCIIOMUHAs TOA00HbIE THYCHOCTH, TyCTh U COBEPLIEHHbBIE HECKOIBKO CTONETUI
Hazan. — Hy, xopomro. OctaBuM 310! — BOCKIIMKHY/A OHA. — VIHaue s pa3BOJIHYIOCH €lie OOJbIIIe,
a'y MeHs ¥ 0e3 TOro BHICOKOE JIaBJICHHE.

Omna ocranoBuiack nepen aseprto. Ha ceetiiom nepese ObUT M300pakeH AKOPb, OTHOACMBIiA
nenbQUHOM.

—OT0 3HAK OJJHOTO 3HAMEHHUTOTO IEYaTHUKA, — 00BSICHIA DIMHOP U IPUKOCHYIACh MAIbLIEM
K OCTpOMY HOCY nenbduHa. — B camblii pa3 st BXxona B OnOIHOTEKY, pasaa?

— 4 3nar10, — ckasana Merru. — Anpa Manunuii. OH sxui1 B Benenun u rnevarai KHATH TaKOTO
pa3Mepa, 4ToObl OHHM YMEIIAINCh B IEPEMETHBIE CYMKH €T0 3aKa34MKOB.

— J1a? — DnuHOp MOMOpPIIHIIACh. — DTOTO s HE 3Haja. Tak WM WHAYe, 5 SIBJISIOCH CYACTINBOM
oOnajgaTenpHUIEH OAHON KHUTH, KOTOPYIO OH Hareyaraj COOCTBEHHBIMU PYKaMHU B ThICSYA MAThb-
COT TPETHEM TOLY.

— Bbl uMeeTe B BuAy, OHa C/ieJlaHa B €r0 MacTepckoi? — yTouHuiaa Merru.

— HIMeHHO 3TO 1 UM UMEI0 B BUJy. — DIMHOP OTKAaILIsIach U mocMorpena Ha Mo ¢ Takoi
YKOPU3HOM, OyATO TOJBKO OH OBUT MOBHHEH B TOM, YTO €r0 JI0Yb 3HAJIa TaKWE MaJIOM3BECTHHIC
(axTsl. —Yepes 3Ty aBeph, — CKa3aia OHa C TOPKECTBEHHBIM ITOYTEHUEM, HAXKUMAs Ha PYUKY, — eIIIe
HE MPOXOAMII HUA OAMH PeOCHOK, HO, TOCKOJIbKY TBOM OTEI] MPUBHII TEOE ONPEICICHHOE YBAKCHHUE
K KHUTaM, s cenaro A Te0s uckinoueHue. Ho Tonpko mpu yciioBUM, YTO Thl HE MONOMAEHIb K
HOJIKaM OJIMbKe YeM Ha Tpu 1mara. Thl IpUHUMACIb 3TO YCIOBUE?
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Ha mruosenue Merru 3agymanack. OueHb Yk €l XOTe€JI0Ch OTKa3aThCs U IOPA3UTh DIMHOP
TEM, ¢ KaKUM MpeHeOpeKEHUEM OHAa OTHOCHUTCS K €€ JiparolieHHbIM kKHuram. Ho oHa He cMmora.
JIrobombITCTBO OBLITO cUibHEE ee. OHa yxKe npencTaBuiia cede, 4TO CIBIIUT MEIEeCT CTPAHUIL Yepe3
HOJYOTKPBITYO 1Bepb. OHM 00€11any €M ThICSIYU HEU3BECTHBIX HCTOPUM, THICAYU ABEPEH B ThICSUU
HEBUJAHHBIX MUPOB. VcKyIieHne ObU10 Topasio cuibHee ropaocTd Merru.

— IIpunsito, — mpobopMoOTaa OHa U CKPECTHIIA 3a CIIMHOM pyKu. — Tpu miara.

OT HenpeoJOAMMOro KEJIaHHs Y Hee 3a4eCalich PyKH.

— YMHBIA peOCHOK, — CKa3ana DIMHOP TAKUM CHUCXOAUTEIBHBIM TOHOM, YTO Merru 4yTh He
B3s1J1a CBOE CJIOBO Ha3a/l.

W onu Bonuiu B cBATAs CBATHIX 1I0Ma DIUHOP.

— Ee orpecraBpupoBanu! — ycneimana Merru roinoc Mo.

OH ckaszau ellie 4To-To, HO OHa yke He ciaymana. OHa IpocTo ycTaBuiach Ha KHUTH. [lonkwy,
Ha KOTOPBIX OHM CTOSUIN, AXJIU CBEXECPYOIECHHBIM IEPEBOM U TOCTaBaJIU 10 HEOECHO-TOIy00ro
IOTOJIKA, C KOTOPOTO, CIOBHO 3BE€3/1bl, CBUCAJIM KPOILIEUHbIE JaMIbl. Bo3iie monok cTosinu y3kue
JIEPEBSHHBIE JIECTHULIBI C KOJIECUKaMH, TOTOBbIE BO3HECTH JKaX/IyIIETO YUTATENSI HA CaMBbIi BEpX.
31ech K€ UMEIUCh MIOMUTPbI, HA KOTOPBIX JIEXKAIU PACKPBITHIE KHUTH, IPUCTETHYThIE KEATHIMU
JaTyHHBIMU LIETIOYKaMU. Ps10M CTOSUIM BUTPHUHBI C KHUTAMH, CTPAHULIbI KOTOPBIX C MOSIBUBLIM-
MUCSI Ha HUX OT BPEMEHHU ISATHAMHU OTKPBIBAJIN B30pYy KaKJIOro, KTO MPHOIMKAJICS, YIUBUTEINb-
HeHIme KapTuHbel. Merru Hu4ero He moriia ¢ co6oit nogenars. Lllar Bnepen, ObICTPHIN B3I HA
DIMHOP, KOTOpasi, K C4acThlo, CTOsUIAa K HEMl CIMHOM, U OHA yKe nepes] BUTpuHOU. Huxke u Hibke
CKJIOHSJIaCh OHA HaJl CTEKJIOM J0 TeX IOp, M0Ka HE YIEepIach B HETO HOCOM.

Komtoune nuctbst 00BUBanKCh BOKPYT OJ€IHO-KOPUYHEBBIX OyKB. M3 KpacHOM roiaoBbl Kpo-
IIEYHOTO JJpakoHa Ha Oymary u3Beprajiuch BeTsl. Ha Merru cMoTpenu BcalHUKU Ha O€ITbIX KOHSX,
CJIOBHO HE IIPOIIO U JHS C T€X MOP, KaK KTO-TO BBIBEJ UX KPOIIEYHOW KUCTOYKOU. PaoM ¢ Humun
ObUTH N300pakeHbI BIIOOIEHHBIE, BO3MOKHO HOBOOpauHbIe. My)KYMHA B OTHEHHO-KPACHOM IUISIIe
BpaXA€OHO CMOTpEN HA HUX.

— W 310 ThI Ha3bIBACIIb «TPU LIATA»?

Merru uCIyraHHO OOepHYJIach, HO DJIIMHOP BOBCE HE Ka3a1ach PacCePKCHHOM.

— Jla, MICKycCTBO KHMYKHOM MUHMATIOPBI! — cKazana oHa. — PaHble Toabko Oorarsie ymenu
YHUTaTh, I03TOMY K TEKCTY JOOABIISUIN MILTFOCTPAIMH, YTOOBI OSTHBIE TOYKE MOTIIN TIOHSITh COZIEpIKa-
Hue. KoHeyHo, Tora HUKTO He 33 yMBbIBAJICS 00 YIOBOJIBCTBHUH, OCTHBIC TOJKHBI OBLITH PadoTaTh,
a HE HaCJIaXKIaThCsl KPaCUBBIMU WILTIOCTpAlUsIMU. YTeHMeE SBISUIOCH IPEUMYIIECTBEHHBIM [TPaBOM
Oorarbeix. Het, 6onbliell 4acThi0 KHUTH MOy4aiu. B ocHOBHOM 3T0 Obliu OnOneicKkue UCTopuu,
KOTOpBbI€ U 0€3 Toro Bce 3Hanu. KHuru nexanu B 1epKBax, U Kbl J€Hb CTPAHULIBI IEPETUCTHI-
BaJIMCh, YTOOBI IIOKA3aTh CIIEIYIOIIYIO UIUTIOCTPALUIO.

— A ata kHura? — cnpocuna Merru.

— A-a. MHe KakeTcsi, OHa HUKOT/Ia He JIe)Kalla B IEPKBU, — OTBeTWiIa DnuHop. — OHa Obuia
CO3[1aHa, YTOOBI JJOCTABIIATH YIOBOJIBCTBUE OUCHH OOTaTOMY YEJIOBEKY, U €i yKe IMOYTH HIeCThCOT
net. — Henb3s ObU10 HE 3aMETUTh TOPAOCTH B rosioce DnuHop. — M3-3a 370 KHUTK OBLIIO COBEPILIEHO
cMepToyOuiicTBo. K cuacThio, MHE 3a Hee MPUIILIOCH TOJIBKO 3aIlJIaTUTh JICHBTH.

Bapyr ona pe3ko noeepHynach u nocmorpena Ha Caxkepyka, KOTOPBIA OECIIyMHO Cl1e10Bal
3a HUMH, Oy/ATO KOILIKa Ha 0x0oTe. Merru noaymaia, 4To DJIMHOP OTOLUIET €ro Ha3al B KOPUA0p, HO
OH, CJIOXKUB 3a CIIMHON PYKH, C TAKUM OJIarOrOBEHUEM OCMaTpUBal MOJKHU, YTO IPOCTO HE AaBall
eit moBoga. OHa Opocuia Ha HETO HEOAOOPHUTENIbHBIN B3I U CHOBA MTOBEPHYJIACh K Mo.

OH cTOs1 Iepe1 OTHUM U3 MIOMUTPOB U IEPKaJl B PyKE KHUTY, KOPEIIIOK KOTOPO BUCET BCETO
Ha JIByX HUTKax. OH epkajl ee 04eHb OCTOPOXKHO, KaK INTHILY CO CJIOMaHHBIM KPBIJIOM.

—Hy? To1 moxkenis ee cnactu? — 00€CIOKOSHHO Ccripocuiia IMUHOp. — S 3Har0, OHA B y’KaCHOM
COCTOSIHUM, JIa U OCTaJbHbIE, OOIOCH, HE B JIyUIIEeM, HO. ..
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— DTO MOXKHO UCHPaBUTh. — MO MOJIOKWJI KHUTY B CTOPOHY M B3sUI cieayromyto. — Ho s
JyMaro, MHE MOTpedyeTcs o MeHbllel Mepe iBe Heaenu. [Ipu ycnoBuu, 4To MHE HE MpUIETCS
UCKaTbh JIONOJIHUTEIbHBIA MaTepra. TO MOIIIO Obl YCIOXKHUTH /1€710. [0TOBa 1M THI TEPIETH HAC
BCE€ 9TO BpeMmsi?

— Pa3ymeercs, — kuBHyna DnuHOp, HO Merru 3ameTuiia, Kak oHa nocMotpena Ha Caxepyka.

OH Bce e1ie cTos BO3JIE MOJIOK OKOJIO IBEPU U, Ka3aJ0Ch, ObLI MOTHOCTHIO MOIVIOIIEH U3Y-
YEHHEM KHUI, HO y Merru OblIO Takoe YyBCTBO, YTO OT HETO HE YCKOJIb3aJI0 TO, YTO TOBOPUIIOCH
3a ero CIUHOM.

B xyxHe DnuHOp KHUT He ObLI0, HU O/1HOM KHUTH. Ha nepeBSHHOM cToJIe UX KA1 OTIIMYHBIN
Y’KUH. DIIMHOP YTBEp:K/1aja, YTO paHbIIIE€ ITOT CTOJ HAXOAMJICS B KAHLIEISPUU OJJHOTO MOHACTHIPS
B Utanuu. Merru He moBepuiia e, Beb OHA 3Haja, YTO MOHAXH-TIMCApU paboTallu 3a CTOJIAMU C
HAaKJIOHHOH noBepxHOCThI0. HO OHa pelmna octaBuTh 3HaHue 1pu cede. OHa B3siia ellle Kycodek
xJ1e0a, IbITasACh pacpoOOBaTh ChIP, CTOSBLIMI Ha TaK Ha3bIBAEMOM MMCbMEHHOM CTOJIE, KaK BAPYT
3aMeTusa, 9To Mo 4To-TO 1IENHYN Ha yXo DnuHop. [71a3a DnuHOp OT KagHOCTH PacUIMpPUINCh,
otyero Merru czenana BbIBOJI, YTO pe4b MOIVIa UATH TOJIBKO O KHUTE, U OHA cpa3y BCIIOMHMJIA 00
YIIAKOBOYHOM Oymare, 0 CBETIIO-3€JICHOM JIbHSHOM NEpPeIlIieTe U 0 pa3IpakeHHOM royioce Mo.

Psagom ¢ Merru cunen Caxepyk. OH B34 KyCOYEK BETUYHMHBI CO CTOJAa M OTIPABUII €ro B
prOoK3aKk — y>xuH ['BuHa. Merru Buaena, Kak u3 proK3aka IOKa3bpIBaJICS KPYIVIBIM HOC B HAJIEKIE
MOJIAKOMUTBCS €llle YeM-HUOY/Ib BKyCHEHbKUM. CaxkepyK yiablOHysncsa Merru, 3aMeTuB Ha cebe ee
B3I, U OPOTSAHYN ['BUHY Kycouek cBuHOro cana. OH jaenan BUJ, YTO HE MPOSIBIAET HUKAKOIO
UHTepeca K myiykanbio Mo ¢ Onunop. Ho Merru nokasanock, 4To OHM TallHO TOPTOBAJIKCh.

UYepes HexkoTopoe BpeMsi Mo Betan U Bellen. Merru cupocuia DIuHop, e HaXOAUTCs Tya-
JIET, U MOLUIA CIEAOM 3a OTLIOM.

Ona enie HUKOIA HE MNHUOHWIA 32 Mo, KpoMe Toil Houu, korna nputien Caxepyk, I0O3TOMY
€10 OBJIAJIENI0 CTPaHHOE YyBCTBO. Kak B TOT pa3, KOrja OHa MOMbITAIach BBISICHUTH, ObUT 11 Mo
Henom Mopo3zom. Eit Obu10 CTRIIHO UATH 32 HUM 110 msitaM. Ho on Ob11 cam BuHOBAT. [louemy on
CHpSATAN OT Hee Ty KHUTY? A Ternepb coOMpalicsi OTIATh ee DIMHOP, KHUTY, KOTOPYIO €l BUAETh
ObL10 Henb3sa! OHa He Moria 3a0bITh, Kak ObIcTpo Mo cripsitan ee y ce0s 3a cniuHoil. [lorom oHa
IBITAJIACh UCKATh €€ B CyMKE C BelllaMu Mo, HO Tak ¥ HE Halllla.

Merru pemuia, 4yTo €if MPoCcTo HEOOXOAUMO OBLIIO YBUAETH €€, PEXK/IE UEM OHA UCUE3HET B
oZtHOM 13 BUTpHH DnuHop! OHa J0KHA 3HATH, TOYEMY 3Ta KHUTa MpeACTaBIsiia st Mo 0oJbIyto
LIEHHOCTb, Pa3 OH IPUBE3 €€ ¢ 000 B TAKYIO Jalb...

Boixons u3 noma, oH omisiaencs y Asepu, Ho Merru ycnena BoBpeMs CIpATaThCs 3a CYHAYK,
NaxXHYIIUHA aHTUMOJIBIO M J1aBaH10i. OHa pelnia He HOKUIaTh CBOEro yOeKHIIa 10 TeX Mop, MOoKa
He BepHeTcs orell. Ha 1Bope oH HaBepHsKa Obl €€ 3aMEeTUJI.

Bpems TaHYnOCh My4MTEIBHO MEVIEHHO, KaK BCeraa ObIBaeT, KOI/ia OUYEHb XK JEIIb YEero-To,
a cepAle Tak U ObeTcs B rpyand. Merru mokasanaoch, YTO KHUTH Ha O€JBIX MOJKaX CICIAT 3a He,
HO OHM MOJTYaJIM, CJIOBHO YyBCTBOBAJIM, YTO B TOT MOMEHT MerTu aymaiia TOJIbKO 00 OJJHOW-eI1H-
CTBEHHOM KHHTE.

Hakonen Mo BepHyzJIcs, B pyKe OH Jiep>Kaj 3aBEPHYThIH B KOPHUHEBYIO YIIAKOBOUHYIO Oymary
CBEpPTOK. «MOXKeT OBbITh, OH IPOCTO XOUET CHPATATH €€ 371ech!» — moaymana Merru. A rae mydiie
BCEIr'0 MOYKHO CIIPSATaTh KHUTY, KaK HE cpeniu Thicsiu apyrux? Jla. Mo ocTtaBuUT ee 371ech, 1 OHU CHOBA
noexyT 1oMoil. «Ho MHe ObI XOTenoch YBUIETh €€ XOTh pa3ouek, — Jymana Merru, — npexe uem
OHa OKaXETCs Ha MOJIKE, K KOTOPOW MHE MOYXHO TPUOIH3UTHCS TOJIBKO HA TPH IIAra.

Mo mnpoiiesn MUMO Hee Tak ONM3KO, 4TO OHA MOIJIa Obl JOTPOHYTHCS 10 HETO, HO, HECMOTPS
Ha 3TO, OH He 3aMeTui ee. «Merru, Hy, He CMOTPH Ha MEHsI Tak! — TOBOPMJI OH MHOTA. — Thl CHOBA
YUTAEIllb MOU MBICIIN».

Tenepb OH BBITIISAIENT 00ECTIOKOCHHBIM, OyITO HE OBIT YBEPEH, MPABIIILHO JIX OH TTOCTYIIAET.
Merru MeUIEHHO JlocuMTaja 10 TPEX M CHOBA MOCJEI0BaNa 33 HUM, HO HECKOJIbKO pa3 Mo Tak
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PEe3KO OCTaHaBIMBAJICA, YTO OHA YyTh HE Bpe3ajack B Hero. OH He BEpHYJCS B KYXHIO, a cpasy
nporien B Oubnuorexy. He onisapiBasicb, OH OTKPbUI JBEPH CO 3HAKOM BEHELIMAHCKOTO M€YaTHUKA
Y TUXO 3aKPhLI €€ 3a COOO0i.

Merru Tak 1 ocTanach Cpeiy BCeX ITUX MOIYAIIMX KHUT, 3a/1aBasCh BOIPOCOM: CTOUT JIU e
UJTH 32 HUM JIaJIbIIIE. .. CTOUT JIU € MPOCUTh TToKa3aTh eif KHury? Pazozmurcs nu on? Tonbko oHa
X0Tena coOpaThCs C TyXOM U IOMTH BCIIE 32 HUM, KaK YCIIbIIIAa ATy, pEIInuTeNIbHbIE, OBICTPhIC
OT HeTepIeHus. ITo Moria ObITh ToJIbKO DnuHop. Ho mouemy?

Merru OTKpbLIa COCETHIOIO JIBEph U MIMBITHYIA B Hee. KpoBaTh ¢ 6anmgaxuHoMm, mkad, GpoTo-
rpadum B cepeOpsSHBIX paMKaX, CTONKA KHUT Ha HOYHOM CTOJIMKE, Ha KOBPE PAaCKPBITHIN KaTaJor,
Ha CTpaHUIax KOoToporo ¢ororpaduu crapuHHbIX KHUT. OHAa ronana B crnanbHio JmuHop. Cepane
Merru 6elieHo KOJIOTUIIOCh, OHA MPHUCITyIagach — U3 KOPUI0pa TOHOCUIUCH SHEPTUYHbIE LIaru
DnuHOp, a TOTOM OHA YCJIbIIIANa, KaK IBEpPh B OMOINOTEKY 3aKpblIach BO BTOPOI pas.

Merru OCTOPOXKHO BBILILIA B KOPUJOP. B HEpELIMTEIbHOCTH CTOsUIa OHA MEPEN JBEPbIO B
OMOIMOTEKY, KaK BAPYT Ybs-TO pyKa C3aJu JieTiia ei Ha tuievo. [[pyras pyka 3akpbuia ei poT.

—Oro 51! — npomwenTan el B yxo Caxkepyk. — CToil CHOKOMHO, @ HE TO HaM 000UM TOCTaHETCS.
[Tonumaenn?

Merru kuBHyna, 1 Caxxepyk MeAjeHHO yOpall pyKy OT €€ pTa.

— TBoi1 oTen XoueT oTaaTh ITON BeAbME KHUTY, Tak? — mpoientai oH. — OH Xoaui 3a Hell K
aBToOycy? Hy, roBopu xe! OHa Oblia y HETO B pyKax?

Merru OTTONKHYJIA €ro OT ceosl.

— 41 He 3naro0! — npomrenrtana oHa. — Bam-to 10 sToro kakoe neno?

— Kakoe mue 50 3toro meno? — Caxkepyk THXO 3acMesuics. — MoxeT ObITh, KOTHa-HUOY/Ib 5
Tebe paccKaxky, Kakoe MHE JI0 3TOTO AeJ0. A ceiyac s TOJIbKO X04uy 3HaTh, BUAEIA JIU Thl ITO.

Merru nokadania ronooit. OHa cama He 3HaJa, modemMy coppana Caxepyky. MoxeT ObITh,
IIOTOMY, YTO PyKa €ro YK O4€Hb KPEIKO CAaBUIIA €il pOT.

— Merru, nocnymaii! — Caxepyk cMmotpen el B nuio. Ero mpaMbl HarioMuHanu OnegHble
II0JIOCHI, HAPUCOBAHHBIE KEM-TO Ha €ro IIIEKaX: JIB€ PACIyXILIUe MMOJOCKHU Ha JIEBOM U TPEThs Ha
NpaBoii, camasi JJIMHHASA, OT yXa J0 Hoca. — KanpukopH yObeT TBOETo OTIA, €CIM HE MOTYYHT
kHury! —npomentan Caxepyk. — OH yObeT ero, noHMMaellb Thl 3T0? Pa3Be g Tebe He paccka3blBall,
Kakoil 0H? OH XO4Y€T 3aM0JIy4YnuTh ATY KHUTY, @ OH BCET/Ia IOTyYaeT Bce, YTo XoueT. CMEIIHO AyMarhb,
9TO 3/1eCh OHA OyzeT B 6€30MacHOCTH.

— Mo Tak He nymaer!

CaxxepyK BBIIPSMUIICS U yCTaBWICA Ha IBEph OMOINOTEKH.

— Ha, s 3Ha10, — MpoOopmoTan oH. — B 3ToM-TO BCst 1 3arBo3nka. M moatomy... — OH B3siI
Merru 3a ey u noABen ee K 3aKphIToi aBepu. — [IoaToMy ThI 3ali€IIb TyAa KaK HU B YEM HE
ObIBAJIO U y3HaElllb, YTO OHU HAMEPEHBI CAeNaTh ¢ KHUTOU. [IoHATHO?

Merru xoTena ObIJIO BOBMYTUTHCS, HO HE yCIella OHa TIOBEPHYThCA, Kak CaxepyK OTKPBLI
JIBEpb M BTOJIKHYII €€ B OMOIHNOTEKY.
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lNMpocTo KapTUHKa

Ecnu kxmo-mo kpadem Knueu unu He 8036pauyaem ux, 000JICUE HA
8peMs, NyCcMb NPespamumcs KHU2d 6 €20 pyKax 6 noisydezo 2ada, u 0a
xeamum e2o yoap, u 0a oHemerom 6ce e2o uieHvl. M 0a 6yoem on 2pomko
Kpuuamos, npocs nowaosl, u 0a He 6yoem myuyenusm e2o konya. M nycmo
KHUJICHBLE YEPBU 2TLOJNCYIM €20 BHYMPEHHOCU, A NOCLEOHUM HAKA3AHUEM €20
cmanem geunas I eenna ocHeHHas.

Haonuco ¢ 6ubnuomexe monacmuips Can-Iledpo ¢ Bapcenone’

Merru yBujena Ha CTyJe YIIaKOBOUHYIO Oymary — KHUTY pa3BepHyau. Hukro He 3ameTui,
YTO OHA BOIILIA. DIIMHOP CKJIOHUJIACH HAJI MIOMTUTPOM, a PSJIOM C HEH, CIIMHOM K IBepH, cTosT Mo.

— HesepositHo. S nymana, 4to OoJiblie HE CYyIIECTBYET HU OAHOIO dK3EMILIApa, — CKa3aa
OnuHop. — OO0 3TON KHUTE pacCKa3bIBalOT UHTEpECHble UCTOpUH. OAMH aHTHKBAp, y KOTOPOTO s
4acTO MOKYIaK KHUTH, COOOIINI MHE, YTO HECKOJIBKO JIET Ha3aJl y HETO YKpaJId TP IK3EeMIUISIpa
9TOW KHUTH, IPUYEM BCE B O/IMH JIeHb. [[0X0Kne nctopuu npou301UIH eIle ¢ JByMsI KHUTOTOProB-
LaMH.

— [IpaBna? JlelictBuTenbHO cTpaHHO! — ckazanm Mo. Merru CiuIikoM XOopoIlo 3Hajla rojiaoc
0TLA, YTOOBI MOHATh, YTO €r0 yAMBIEHUE ObUIO NPUTBOPHBIM. — Ho, 4TO OBI TaM HM ObLIO, 3Ta
KHMTra OY€Hb JIOpOra MHE, HECMOTPsI HU Ha Kakue TalHbl. U s 3Hato, 4To y TeOs OHA B HAJEKHBIX
pyKax 0 Tex Mop, oKa s He CMOTy 3a0paTh ee.

— VY MeHs Kax/Jasi KHUra B HaJIeXHBIX pyKaX, — CTPOro ckazajia DIuHop. — Thl Bellb 3HaelIb,
3TO MOH JIETH, MOU YEPHUJIbHBIE JIETH, U 5 PaJCI0 U 3a004yCh O HUX: 00eperato uX 0T COTHEYHOTO
CBETAa, CTUPAIO C HUX MbLIb, 3aIIMILIAI0 OT IPA3HBIX NAJIbLIEB. DTa KHUTA 3aliMET IOYETHOE MECTO, U
HUKTO HE YBUJUT, IOKA Thl HE 3aX0UELIb ITOJIyYUTh €€ Ha3aj. Most Onbnuoreka, Kak Thl 3HA€lllb, HE
npenHa3HadyeHa A nocetureneil. [locne ux BU3UTOB B MOMX O€IHBIX KHUTaX OCTAIOTCS KUPHBIE
MATHA U CJIE/IbI MAJIbLEB. A KpOME TOro, MOH JIOM 3alllMIIEH OY€Hb JOPOrOl CUTHAIU3alue.

— Jla, aT0 ocobenHno ooHaaexuBaeT! — ¢ obnerdennem ckazan Mo. — Criacu6o tebe, DmuHop!
S nevicTBUTENBHO O4YEHB TeOe OnarogapeH. M ecnu B Onmkaiiiiee BpeMst KTO-HHOYIb CIIPOCUT TeO0st
0 KHUT€, cienai Bu, OyATO Thl O HEM HUKOT/A HE CJIbIIIaia. Xopomio?

—Hy, pazymeercs. Uero He caienaens pajau xopoiero nepernsierdynka? M motom, Tel BeJIb MK
Moeil IIeMsIHHUIIBI. 3Haelllb, BpeMEeHaMU MHE €€ Tak He xBaraeT! Jla u Thl HaBEepHsIKa YyBCTBYEIlIb
TO K€ caMoe€. A BOT J0Yb TBOSI, IOXO0XKE, 00XOAUTCS U O€3 Hee.

— OHa o4ty He IOMHUT MaTh, — TUXO cKa3zanl Mo.

— Moxer, 370 ¥ K Jiyuiemy. MHOrIa coBcem He M10X0 UMETh KOPOTKYIO MaMsTh. Bo3MOXKHO,
MBI HUYETO He 3Hau Obl, eciiu O He KHUTH. Bee Ha cBeTe kaHyio Obl B HeObITHE: TpostHCKas BOMHA,
Komym0, Mapko Ilono, lllexcniup, Bce 3TH HEHOPMaJIbHBIE KOPOJIU U OOTH. .. — DIMHOP MOBEPHY-
Jach ¥ 3acThlIa Ha MecTe. — Sl He ciiblliana, Kak Thl BOIIUIA, — CKa3aljla OHa, yCTaBUBIINCH Ha Merru
TaK BpaXJIeOHO, YTO OETHSIKKE MOTPe0OBaIOCH COOpaTh BCE CBOE MYXKECTBO, UTOOBI HE pa3Bep-
HYTbCS U HE BBIOEXKATh B KOPUIOD.

— JlaBHO TBI 37€CH cTOMIIB, Merru? — cipocuit Mo.

Merru BBICOKO MOJHSIIA TOJIOBY.

— Eit TbI moka3biBaelllb 3Ty KHUTY, a OT MEHs npsidelb! — cka3ana oHa. HanajeHnue Bcerna
Jy4lllee CPeACTBO 3alUThl. — Ellle HUKOTra Thl He npsATai oT MeHst KHUru! YTo Takoro oco0eHHOro

3 Hurtupyercs no A. Manrento.
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B 3TOi? S uTO, OCnenHy, npountas ee? Minu oHa OTKyCUT MHE najblpl? YTo 3a cTpaliHble TailHbI
XpaHATCS B HEH, O KOTOPBIX MHE HEJIb3s 3HATH?

— Y MeHs ecTh IPUYUHBI HE TIOKa3bIBaTh €€ Tede, — oTBeTHII Mo, mobneaHes.

be3 numHux ci10B oH noxpomien k Merru u norauui ObUI0 €€ K 1BEpU, HO Merru BolpBaliach.

— Kak xe ona ympsima! — 3asBunia DnuHop. — MHe 9T0 B Hel naxe HpaBuTcs. Ee marh B
JeTCTBe ObLIa TOYHO Takoi ke. [Tomoiian. — OHa oTolIa B CTOPOHY | MO3Bajia €€ K ce0e, MaXHyB
pykoii. — Tbl COOCTBEHHBIMU TJIa3aMH YBUHIIB, YTO 3Ta KHATA COBEPIICHHO HUYEM HE MTpUMeYa-
tenbHa. Ho yGenuchk B 3ToM cama. CBoMM Iia3aM BEpSAT B MEPBYIO ouepens. [lymaro, TBOi orelt
CO MHOM COITIACUTCS.

Omna BompocuTeNbHO B3MIsHYNIAa Ha Mo. Mo kone6aiicsi, Ho, CMUPHBILUCH C CUTYaI[Hel, KHB-
HYJI TOJIOBOM.

Packpeitas kHura nexana Ha monurpe. Ha nepssiii B3I OHa HE Ka3ajgach OCOOEHHO CTa-
poil. Merru 3Haia, KaKk BBIVIAIAT IIO-HACTOSALIEMY CTapble KHUTH. B MacTepckoir Mo ona Buaena
KHUTH, Ha KEJITBhIX CTPAHUILIAX KOTOPHIX MOXKHO OBLJIO OOHAPY>KUTh LIEBIH Y30p U3 MSTEH, I10X0-
KU Ha JleonapJoByto pacuBeTKy. OHa BCIIOMHUJIA KHUTY, IEPEIIET KOTOPOH OBbLI MOpa)eH Jipe-
BECHBIMH YEpBSMU: OCTABJICHHBIC UMHU CIIE/Ibl OBLIN MOX0KM Ha CJIEbl KPOILIEYHBIX Myib, 1 Mo,
OTCOEIMHUB KOPELIOK OT KHUTH, aKKYpaTHO IEPEIiesl CTPAHULIbI M CLIWII JUIsl HUX HOBOE ILIaThe.
Takoe maTtbe U3roTOBISIOCH U3 KOXKM MJIM U30 JIbHA, YacTO YKpallaloCh TUCHEHUEM, KOTOPOE
BBIMNOJIHSIOCH KPOLIEYHBIMU [I€YATSIMH, @ UHOT/IA U 30JI04YEHHUEM.

[lepenier 31O KHUTK OBLT U3TOTOBIIEH U30 JIbHA CEPEOPUCTO-3€IEHOIO 1IBETA, KAK JINCThS
uBbl. Kpast meperieta ObUIH Cllerka MOTEpThI, a Oymara ObLa JOCTAaTOYHO OO, TaK 4TO KaX-
nyto OykBy OBUIO 4eTKO BUAHO. Ha OTKpBITOM pa3BopoTe Jekana KpacHas TechMa-3akiaaka. Ha
CTpaHHULEe crpaBa OblIa KAPTUHKA, HA KOTOPOIl ObUIM H300pa)KEHbI POCKOIIHO OJIEThIE KEHILUHBI,
IJI0TaTelNb OTHS, aKpoOaThl U HEKTO, OXOXKUN Ha Koposist. Merru ncrana fanbliue. B kHure 6b110
MaJIo WUTIOCTPaLni, HO OyKBHIIBI B HaYaJle KaKI0W TIIaBbl CaMU TPEICTABIIIN CO00M KapTUHKU:
Ha OIHUX OyKBaX CHJEJH KUBOTHBIE, Jpyrue ObUIM OOBUTHI pacTeHUSIMU, OyKBY «b» OoKpyxaiu
SI3BIKM I1aMeHHU. OTOHb Ka3ayicd TaKUM HACTOSIIIUM, YTO Merru npuiuioch JOTPOHYTHCS 1O HETO,
9TOOBI MOHSATH, YTO OH HE oOkuraeT. Ciemyromnias raBa HaunHaach ¢ OykBsl «K». OHa npeacras-
Js1a coO0M BOMHA C IIMPOKO PACCTAaBICHHBIMU HOTaMH, Ha IIPaBOM pyKe KOTOPOTO CHJEN 3BEPEK
C MYLIUCTBIM XBOCTOM. «KTO-TO €1Ba 11 3amMeTw1, Kak OH MOKUHYJ ropoj», — pounTaina Merru,
HO DJIMHOP 3aXJIONHYJIAa KHUTY IPSAMO y HEE Mepe]l HOCOM, IPEXk e YeM JeBOUKa J0UUTaNa Mpe/-
JIOKEHHE JI0 KOHIIA.

— ymaro, 3TOro 10CTaTro4uHo, — CKa3ajia OHa U CYHYJIa KHUTY IO MBILIKY. — TBOM OTel monpo-
CHJI MEHS XpaHHUTh 3Ty KHUTY B O€30IIaCHOM MECTE, U sl TOTYAC BBIMOJHIO €T0 POCKOY.

Mo cHoBa cxBaTwil Merru 3a pyKy, U Ha 3TOT pa3 OHa OJYMHWIACH EMY.

— Merru, noxainyiicra, 3a0yab 00 3Tol kHure! — mpouentai oH. — OHa IPUHOCUT HECUACThE.
S naiiny Tebe COTHU APYTHX.

Merru TONbKO KMBHYJA. Y IBEpU OHA Opocuiia MociaeIHui B3I Ha DJIUHOP, KOTOpasi CMOT-
peia Ha KHUTY C TAKOW HEXHOCTBIO, C Kakoi Mo JacTo cMoTpest Ha Merru, HakpbIBasi €€ 01esIOM
nepes] CHOM.

[ToToM nBEps 3aKpbLIACS.

— Kyna ona ee cnpsiuer? — cipocuna Merru, st o KOpuaopy cienom 3a Mo.

— O, U1 TakuX CIIy4aeB y HE€ €CThb YIUBUTEIbHbIC TAWHUKH, — YKJIOHYMBO OTBETUI Mo. —
Ho s o HuX HHMYero He 3Har0, YTO BOBCE HE YAUBUTENIBHO, KOIZa peub MJET O TaiiHMKaX. Thl He
BO3paXkaellb, €CIH S OTBEIY TeOs1 B TBOIO KoMHATy? — OH IBITAJICs TOBOPUTH 0€33a00THO, HO TO
y HEro HE OYEHb XOPOIIO MOIy4aioch. — OHa BBIVISAUT KaK JOPOToi TOCTUHUYHBIA HOMep. HeT-
HET, ropas3zio JIy4lle.

— 3mopoBo, — mpobopmoTana Merru u onsiHynack, Ho Cakepyka HUTAE He OBLIO.
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['ne on mponagan? Eit Hy»HO OBLJI0 KO€-4TO CIIPpOCUTh y Hero. [Ipsimo ceituac. OHa Bce Bpemst
JyMalia TOJIBKO 00 3ToM, Toka Mo TIoKa3bIBall el KOMHATY U yBEpsUI, UTO TENepb, Koraa Bce ObLIO B
TIOJTHOM TIOPSIZIKE, EMY OCTaBaJIOCh TOJBKO BBITIOJIHHUTH PA0OTY, M YK€ OY€Hb CKOPO OHU BEPHYTCS
noMoil. Merru kuBana, eiasi BUj, 4TO CIYIIAeT €ro, a Ha CaMOM JIeJie [yMaja O TOM, 4TO XOTella
y3HaTh y Caxepyka. Eif ka3anoch cTpaHHbIM, 4TO MO HUYETo HE 3ar1003pUIL.

Korna oren ymien 3a 6araxoMm, Merru TyT ke momyajach Ha KyxHio, HO TaM Caxkepyka He
0b1U10. OHAa 3amIsHYNa B cHaIbHIO DNUHOP. CKOIBKO ABEPEN B 3TOM OIPOMHOM JIOME OHAa HU OTKPBI-
Basa, Hailtu Caxxepyka el Tak U He yaajlock. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OHA ITPOCTO ycTasa UCKaTh. Mo yxe
JTABHO JIET CIIaTh, Aa U DIMHOP CKPbUIACH 3 JBEPbMHU CHAJIbHU. MEIrT HUYEero He 0CTaBajIoCh, KakK
OTIPABUTHCS B CBOIO KOMHATY U JIeUb HAa OTPOMHYIO KpoBath. Jlexka Ha Hell, OHa YyBCTBOBaJa ceos
TaKO! KPOXOTHOM, CJIOBHO €€ MpeBparTwiv B Kapiuily. [I[poBois pyKoii Mo MOCTEIbHOMY O€IbIO B
IIBETOUECK, OHA TIpecTaBisia cedst Anvcoit B Ctpane uynec. B octaibHOM ke KOMHATa €l HpaBH-
nack. B Hell OBLIIO MHOTO KHUT M KapTHH. TaM /a)xe KaMuH ObUI, HO OH BBITJISIZICT Tak, OyATO MM
YK€ CTO JIET HE MOJIb30BAJIMCh. MEIrTH BCTaja ¢ KpoBaTu U MOAOILIA K OKHY.

Ha ynune yxe naBHO ObUIO TEMHO, M HE yCII€Jla OHA paclaXHyTh CTaBHH, KaK XOJOJHBIN
BETEp IyHYJ eii B uio. EAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OHA MOIIa Pa3IIsAACTh B TEMHOTE, OBUT OCHITTAHHBIN
rpaBueM 1Bop. Cepo-0enbie KaMHH OJIeTHBIM CBeTOM ocBeman (honaps. [lomocarsrit aBro0yc Mo,
CJIOBHO 3€0pa, CTOST PSAAOM C CepbiM KOMOM DMHOp — Mo HaHeC MOJI0CKK Ha OeNbIil JaK mocie
TOrO, KaKk nogapui Merru «Mayriny». OHa BCIIOMHIIIA 10M, KOTOPBIM OHHM TaK CHEIIHO TOKUHYIIH,
CBOIO KOMHATy M ILIKOJIY, B KOTOPOil Teneph MyCTOBAJIO €€ MeCTO. bbLIo 11 3TO cTpaHHOE YyBCTBO
TOCKOH IO JOMY, OHa HE 3HaJa.

CraBHU Tak M OCTAJIUCh pacHaxHyTbIMH, KOIJja OHa Jiera cnark. Psgom ¢ kpoBareio Mo
IOCTAaBHWJI €€ CYHAY4OK ¢ KHuramu. OHa JocTasa u3 Hero NnepBylo MOMNAaBIIYIOCsS KHUTY U MOMBITa-
Jach CBsI3aTh 3HAKOMBIE CJIOBA B €MHOE LI€JI0€, HO €M 3TO HE yAAaBaJIOCh — TO U JIEJ0 y HEE Mepes
IJ1a3aMU BO3HUKaJa Ta, JIpyrasi, KHUra, TO U 1eJ10 Merru Bujena nepes coooi OyKBUIIbL, OKPYKEH-
Hble 00pa3aMu, YbH UCTOPUU OCTAJIMCH JJIl HEE HEU3BECTHBIMU MPOCTO MOTOMY, YTO Y KHUTM HE
OBLIIO BPEMEHU UX PACCKa3aTh.

«51 nmomxna paspickarh Caxepyka, — MOBTOpsUIa OHA, 3achlnasi. — J(oMKeH ke OH IIe-TO
ObITh!» Ho TyT KHUTa BhIMasa y HEE U3 PYK, U OHA 3aCHYyJIA.

YT1pom ee pazOynuio conniie. Bo3mayx ObuI ele X0JI0aHbIM, HO He0O0 ObLIO SICHOE, U, BHITJIS-
HYB U3 OKHa, Merru cMora paccMOTPETh BAAIU CPEIN AEPEBbEB MEPLIAIOILYIO IJ1alb 03epa. Kom-
HaTa, KOTOPYIO ONpeAenuia el DIMHOp, HaX0WJIach Ha MepBOM dTaxke. Mo craji yepe3 1Be KOM-
HaThbl OT Hee, a CaxkepyKy NPUILIOCH FOTUTHCS B KAMOpKE NoJ| Kphlieil. Buepa, pasbickuBas €ro,
Merru 3amigHyna v B Hee. TaM CTosia y3Kasi KpoBaTh, BOKPYT KOTOPOW TPOMO3JIAIINCH SAIIMKH C
KHUT'aMH.

Korna Merru ciyctunach k 3aBTpaky, Mo cujeln 3a cTojioM BMecTe ¢ DiauHop, Ho Caxkepyka
C HUMU HE OBLIO0.

— A OH yXe 1o3aBTpakal, — 3BUTEJIbHO CKa3ana DJIMHOp, Korna Merru cupocuia 0 HeM. —
[Ipruem B koMnaHuu ocTpo3yOoro 3Beps, KOTOPBIM CUIEN HA CTONE, KOT/Ia 5, HUYEro He Mo/103pe-
Bas, BOlJIa B KYXHIO. On YBHUACI MCHA U TYT KC 3allIMUIICIL. Ho s scao JaJia MOHATh BallICMYy APYTY,
4TO CAMHCTBCHHLIC )KMBOTHLIC, KOTOPLIX S TCPINIIO HA CTOJIC, — 3TO KOMHATHBIC MYXH, U IIOCJIC
9TOrO OH YIIEJ] Ha YJIHUIy BMECTE CO CBOMM IYIIUCTHIM 3BEPEM.

— Yto Tebe ot Hero Hano? — cpocuit Mo.

— Huuero ocoGeHHOrO, §... TOJIBKO XOTeNa KOe-4TO CIIPOCUTh Y HEro, — ckazana Merru.

Omna foena Kycok xje0a, BbIITUIa HEMHOTO YKaCHO TOPbKOr0 Kakao, MPUroTOBIEHHOTO DI~
HOp, U BbIOEKasa BO ABOP.
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Caxepyk ObLI 32 TOMOM, Ha NOCTPUKEHHOM JTy>Kalike, T/I€ pSAI0M C TMIICOBOM cTaTyel aHrena
CTOSUT OMH-ECMHCTBEHHBIN 1Ie3JI0HT. | BHA HUTIEe He ObuTo BUAHO. Ha KpacHoM pomoaeHapoHe
pyranuch ntuipl, a Caxkepyk CTOSAI pAIOM M CaMO3a0BEHHO XOHIIMpOBaJ. Merru mslTanach
COCUUTATh SIPKUE LIapbl — YETHIPE, LIECTh, BOceMb. CTOSI Ha OAHOM HOTE, OH JIOBUJI UX TaK OBICTPO,
YTO OT IPUCTAJIBLHOTO HAOIIONEHUS 32 HUMHU Y Hee 3aKpyKuiach ronoBa. OHM Tak JIEFKO CHOBa
OKa3bIBAJIMCh y HETO B pyKe, OyATO €My BOBCE HE HY)KHO ObLIO CIEAUTH 32 HUMH. JIuiib 3aMeTuB
Merru, OH OTBJEKCS U YIIYCTHII OJIMH Il1ap, KOTOPbIN MOAKATUIICS MPSAMO K €€ HOTaM.

Merru nopo6paia ero u 6pocuina Caxepyky.

— I'me BBI ’TOMY Hay4YHJIUCH? — COPOCHIIA OHA. — DTO MPOCTO. .. TOTPSACAIOIIIE.

OH ¢ HacMenTKoi oKJIoOHWICS ei. Ha nuie y Hero cHoBa Oblia Ta cTpaHHAsI YIBIOKA.

— S aTuM 3apabaThIBalo, — CKa3all OH. — DTHM U €Ille KOe-YeM.

— U kax ke 3TUM MO>KHO 3apa0oTarh AEHbIU?

— Ha poinkax. Ha npaznaukax. Ha neTckux npasaHukax v AHIX poxaeHus. Tol korna-HuOyib
Obl1a Ha TAKOM PbIHKE, Ha KOTOPOM BCE€ BEAYT ce0s Tak, OyATo kUBYT B CpeHEBEKOBbE?

Merru xuBHyna. Kak-to pa3 oHa Obuia Ha nonoOHOM peiHKe BMecTe ¢ Mo. Kakue ynuBu-
TEJIHBIC TOBAPBl MOXKHO OBUIO TaM yBuIeTh! Kaszanock, oHM ObLIM HE M3 APYTOTO BPEMEHH, a U3
Jpyroro mupa. Mo KynuJi e IIKaTyJIKy, YKpalleHHY0 MaJI€HbKOM pbIOKOH 13 3€J1€HO-30JI0TUCTOrO
MeTania. B TynoBuile pelOKu ObUT BCTaBJIEH LIAPUK, KOTOPBIM 3BEHEIN, KaK KOJOKOJIBUUK, KOTJa
HIKaTyJIKy TpsCid. B Bo3myxe Tam Maxiyio CBEKEBBIIIEUYEHHBIM XJIEOOM, TBIMOM M MOKPOW OJE€XK-
noi. Merru Buzena, Kak Ky3Hell KOBajJ Med, a 3aMETUB IIEPEOJIETYIO BEAbMY, TYT K€ CIpsTallach
3a cnuHoU Mo.

Caxxepyk coOpast Bce mapbl 1 OpOCHII KX B CYMKY, OHA JiexkKasla pacKphITOM Ha TPaBe MO3aau
Hero. Merru nojounuia u, 3arisHyB B Hee, yBUJela OyTbUIKH, O€Iyl0 BaTy M MakeT MOJIOKAa, HO
O0JIbIIIE HUYETO PACCMOTPETh HE ycmena, moTtoMy uto Caxkepyk OBICTPO 3aXJIOHYJ CyMKY.

— W3Bunu. Ilpodeccuonanbupie TallHbI, — CKa3aad OH. — TBOM OTEI] BCE-TaKH OTAAJl KHHUTY
aToi DnuHop, na?

Merru B3apOrsyna.

— I'oBopu, He Goiics. S Bce paBHO Bce 3Ha. S moacmymmBai. OH MPOCTO HEHOPMAITBHBIH,
€CJIM XOUeT OCTaBUTh €€ 37eck. Ho urto st Mory caenarsb?

Caxepyk cell B 1LI€3JIOHT. PS710M ¢ HUM Ha TpaBe JieKall proK3aK, U3 KOTOPOro Topyasl MyIu-
CTBIN XBOCT.

— 51 Bugena I'BuHa, — ckazana Merru.

—Hano xe! — Caxxepyk OTKMHYJICS Ha3a]l U 3aKpbL1 I1a3a. [Ipu coiHeuHOM CBETE €ro BOJOCHI
Kazanuck ceetiee. — 5 Toxxe. OH cUIUT B prok3ake. B 3To BpeMst OH cruT.

— S Bunena ero B kuure. — Merru He cBoauia a3 ¢ Caxepyka, HO OH OCTaJICsl HEBO3MYTHM.
B ornmure or Mo MBICIM €ro HEeBO3MOXKHO ObLTO MpouuTarh Ha J0y. Ero ymmo Obu10 mogo06HO
3aKpBITON KHUre, 1 Merru noka3anoch, YTO OH yAapuT M0 NalbliaM Ka)kJI0ro, KTO MOMBITAETCS B
Hel 4To-To npountath. — OH cuaen Ha OykBe «K», — mpogomkana oHa. — S y3Hasia ero poxKH.

— [IpaBna? — Caxxepyk Tak U JiexaJl, He OTKpbIBas Ia3. — A Tbl, CIy4yailHO, HE 3HAelllb, Ha
KaKyIo IIOJIKYy OHA MOCTaBUJIa KHUTY?

Merru CI0BHO HE CHbIIIAIA BOIPOCa.

— [Touemy I'BuH Tak MOX0X Ha 3Bepsl B KHUre? — CIIpOCUiIa OHA. — A pora Bbl eMy J€HCTBU-
TEJIbHO MPUKIICUIIH.

CaxxepyK OTKpBLI I1a3a U 3aKMYPUJIICS OT COJIHIIA.

— Heyxenu? — cnpocuin oH, MsAs Ha HEOO.

JIBa obnaka noBucau Haj 1oMoM DinuHOop. COJHIIE CKPBUIOCH 3@ OIHUM U3 HUX, U TYT XK€ Ha
3eJIEHYI0 TpaBy ylajia TeHb, 1I0X0Xkasi Ha IPA3HOE MATHO.

— Orer yntaet Tebe Beayx, Merru? — cipocun Caxepyk.
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Merru HeZIOBEPUMBO [TOCMOTPEIIAa Ha HETO, IIOTOM C€Jia Ha KOJIEHU BO3JIE PIOK3aKa U IpoBesa
PYKO¥ IO IIEJIKOBOMY XBOCTY I BHHA.

— Her, — cka3ana oHa, — HO OH Hay4MJI MEHS UNTaTh, KOT/1a MHE ObUIO MSTh JIET.

— Cnpocu ero, mouemMy OH TeOe HUKOTJIa HEe YUTall BCIyX, — ckazan Caxepyk. — Ho He Beph
€ro OTTOBOPKaM.

— Ilouemy xe? — paznpaskeHHO omnpasjbiBasiack Merru. — OH IpoCTO 3TOro He JOuT. Bot
U BCE.

Caxepyk ycMmexHyincs. OH NpUnoJHsuICs B LIE3JIOHIE U OYCTHII PYKY B PIOK3aK.

— A y Hac, IOX0Ke, ITOJIHBIN JKUBOT, — HAa OUIYIb ONpeaenui oH. — Jymaro, I'BuH ycneniHo
MOOXOTHJICS ITPOIIION HOUBIO. Hanerock, OH He pazopui ouepeaHoe rue3no. i Bce 3TO TONbKO
OyJIOUKH U sif11a, KOTOpBIE JJaBaJId Ha 3aBTPaK.

I'Bun 3aBuIIs1T XBOCTOM. METTH € OTBpallieHHEM yCTaBHIACh Ha prok3ak. OHa Oblia pajia, 9To
He BHJeNa MOpaoYKy I BuHa. MokeT ObITh, Ha HEl ObLIa 3aCOXIIasi KPOBb.

CaxxepyKk CHOBa OTKHHYJICS B III€3JIOHTE.

— TeGe mokasars, Ui 4ero MHE HY>KHBI Oy TBIJIKH, BaTa ¥ MIPOYNE TAWHCTBEHHBIC BEIUIIBI? —
CIPOCHJI OH, He s Ha Hee. — Ho auist 3Toro HeoOXoauMo, YTOOBI CTEMHEIO, YTOOBI HACTYIINIIA
KpoMenrHasi TbMa. OCMENNIIbCS JIM Thl BBIMTH U3 JOMa OCPEAN HOUn?

— Koneuno! — o0mwkeHHO oTBeTHIa MerTH, XOTs e OBLJIO He MPOCTO clieark 3To. — Ho cHa-
yajia OTBETHTE MHE, IOYEMY...

— OtBethTe? — Cakepyk paccMestiics. — [ ocrnoaun, Te enie ckaku MHe: « OTBEThTE, MOKaTYH-
cta, rocrioguH Caxkepyk». ITOTr0 BBIKAHbS 5 IPOCTO HE MEPEHOIITY, IIOATOMY OpOCH 3TO, MOHITHO?

Merru npukycwia ry0y u kuBHyJa. OH ObIT MpaB — oOpamarbcs K HEMy Ha «BbD» OBLIO
yepecuyp.

— Hy, xopomio, nouemy Tbl npukient [ BUHy poxXKu? — 3akoH4YMIIa OHa Borpoc. — W 4to Tl
3Haemb 00 3Toi KHUTE?

Caxxepyk CKpeCTHII 3a TOJIOBOM PYKH.

— $1 3Ha10 O HEM OYeHb MHOTO, — CKa3aJsl OH. — M BO3MOXKHO, KOT1a-HUOYIb 5 JaXKe PACCKaXKy
Tebe 0 Hell. Ho HauHeM co BcTpeun CerofHs HOUbl0, OKOJIO OJMHHA/ALIATH HAa TOM CaMOM MECTE.
Cornacha?

Merru B3mIsiHYINA Ha Jpo3/7a, 0e3 yMOJKy mie0eTaBIIero Ha KphIe 10Ma JIUHOP.

— la, — cka3zana ona. — B omuanaanars. — M mobexxana B 1oM.

DIMHOP NpeIoKImIa Mo yCTPOUTh MACTEPCKYIO psIoM ¢ OubanoTekoid. Tam Obl1a MasieHb-
Kasg KOMHara, B KOTOPOM pacmojarajoch COOpaHHE SHUUKJIONEANM XUBOTHBIX M pacTeHUN
(xaxxercs, nUHOP coOupalia BCe CyIIECTBYIOUIME BUJIbI KHUT). KHUTM CTOSUTN Ha MOJIKax U3 CBET-
JIOTO JiepeBa, 10 IBETY MOXO0XKETo Ha MeJ. PsioM ¢ HEKOTOphIMU M3 HUX OBUIM BHUTPHHEI C 3aCy-
IICHHBIMH KyKaMH. YBHUJIEB 3Ty KOJIJIEKIIMIO, MerTu crana ele Xyxe AyMarb 00 DnuHop. Y eauH-
CTBEHHOT'O OKHA CTOSUI CTOJI — KPACHUBBIN CTOJ C PE3HBIMU HOXKKaMH, HO BIIOJIOBUHY KOpOU€ TOTO,
YTO CTOsUT B MacTepckoil Mo y Hux noma. Ckopee BCero, OH BbIpyrajics npo ceosi, korna Merru
IPOCYHYJIa B ABEPH T'OJIOBY.

— [MocmoTpu, kakoit cton! — ckazan oH. — Ha Hem TonbKko nepeduparb moYTOBbIE MApKU, HO
HE KHUTY neperuierars. CaMmo NoMenieHne Kakoe-To MajeHbKoe. A KyJa MHE OCTaBUTh Ipecc? A
MHCTPYMEHTHI? B mponuisiii pa3 s pabotan HaBepXy, IO/ KPBILICH, HO C TeX MOp TaM coOpaioch
HECUYETHOE YHUCIIO SIIIUKOB C KHUTaMHU.

Merru npoBena pykoi 1o KOpelkaM KHUT, TECHAIIMMCS Ha MOJIKE.

— Ckaxu eif, 9To Tebe HyKEH CTOJI TTOOOIIbIIIe.

OHa akKypaTHO B3slJ1a C TIOJIKK OJJTHY KHUTY U packpbuia ee. Ha ciydaiiHO OTKPBITOM CTpaHuIle
OBLTH M300pakKeHbI HEOOBIYHBIC HACCKOMBIC: JKYKH C POTaMH, MayKH ¢ X000TOM, a y OJJHOTO ObLI
Jla)ke HaCTOSIIMIA HOC. Merru npoBena yKka3aTesbHbIM MaJbLEM 0 MOTYCKHEBUINM KapTUHKaM.

34



K. ®yHke. «YepHunbHoe cepaue»

— Mo, noueMy Thl HUKOTa HE YUTAJl MHE BCIIyX?

Orten BAPYT Tak pe3Ko OOEPHYIICS, YTO U3 PYK Y HETO UyTh HE BhINIAJIA KHUTA.

— ITouemy ThI MeHsI 00 3TOM cripammBaenib? Tol pazroBapuBaia ¢ Caxxepykom, Tak? Uto oH
Tebe pacckazan?

— Huuero. CoBcem Huuero!

Merru cama He IOHHMMasa, HoueMy coBpasia. OHa MocTraBuUiIa KHUTY IIPO KYKOB Ha MECTO.
Eit Bopyr crano ka3arbcs, 4TO KTO-TO IUIETET BOKPYT HUX TOHYAWIIYI0 NIAyTUHY, TAyTHUHY U3 TalH
Y JDKH, X 4YTO OHA HE3aMETHO CTAHOBUTCS BCE IUIOTHEE.

— ITo-mMoemy, 3TO OueHb Jaxke HEIJIOXO0H BONPOC, — CKa3aia OHa, Oepsi C OJIKHU APYTYIO KHUTY.

Knura na3siBastace «Mactepa MAaCKUpOBKW». JKMBOTHBIE B HEM BBINJISIACIIM KaK BETOUKU WIIH
CyXHE€ JIUCTBSI.

Mo cHOBa NIOBEPHYJICS K HEW CIIMHOM M HadaJl BBIKJIAAbIBATE HA CTOJI CBOM MHCTPYMEHTHI:
CJIeBa JIeXKasa noaurpapuieckas rajauika, psaoM ¢ Heil — MOJIOTOK C KPYIJIOH TOJI0BOM, KOTOPBIM
OH cOMBaJ KHIKHBIE KOPEIIKH, OCTPBIA HOX ISt OyMard. . .

OOBIYHO OH HACBUCTHIBAMI ceOe MoJ] HOC KaKyr-HHOYIb MEJIOAMIO, HO Ceivac OH BCE JeIal
Moiya. Merru uyBCTBOBaJIa, YTO €ro MBICIH ObLIM T7Ie-TO oueHb aajeko. Ho rae?

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OH ycCeJCs Ha Kpal CToja U MOCMOTPEN Ha 10Yb.

— 51 He nro0I0 YUTaTh BCIYX, — CYyXO CKa3all OH, — IPOCTO MOTOMY, YTO He Jrooito. Hy, Tb
K€ 3TO BCEIJa 3HaJIA.

— [Touemy ne mro0ums? Thl Belb paccka3biBaelllb MHE pa3Hble UCTOPUU. ThI MPOCTO 3ameya-
TEeJbHBIN paccKazyuK. Moxelllb MUMUTHPOBATh Pa3HbIE ro10Ca, MOXKEIb TOBOPUTH U TAUHCTBEHHO,
Y CMEUIHO. ..

Mo CIoXHIT pyKH Ha TPYIH, OYATO MBITAsACh 32 HUMHU CIIPSATATHCS.

— Tl mor 6b1 mountare MHE «Toma Coliepa», — npeanoxuna Merru, — unu «OTKyaa y Hoco-
pora mKypa».

D10 OBUT OJUH M3 CaMBIX JTIOOMMBIX paccka3zoB Mo. Korga ona Obuta eie MaleHbKOM, OHa
urpaia ¢ Mo u npezacrasisiia cede, 4To XJIeOHbIE KPOLIKM HA €€ O/IeXk/1€ ObUIM TaKUMU K€, KaK
Ha KOXKE€ HOCOpora.

— Jla, 5TO NEHCTBUTENIBHO YAUBUTEIbHAS UCTOPHSI.

Mo cHoBa noBepHyJcs K Hell cinHol. C paccestHHbIM BHJIOM OH B35U1 CO CTOJIA ITAIKY ¢ Oyma-
roii [uist pop3areB, OTKPBLI €€ U CTall IePEMCThIBATh. «Kax1as KHUTA JOJKHA HAYWHATHCS C TAKOH
Oymaru, — cka3ai OH Kak-1o Merru. — Jlydie Bcero [uis 3Toro nojaXoAuT TEMHBIN 1IBET — TEMHO-
KpacHbIN UJIM TEMHO-CUHUH, B 3aBUCHUMOCTH OT 1[BeTa NeperieTa KHUru. OTKpbIB KHUTY, Thl OOHA-
pykuBaemIb nepea co0oil TearpalibHyIO CIEHY: MEPBOE, YTO Thl BUAMIIb, — 9TO 3aHABEC, U, KaK
TOJIBKO Pa3/BUIACIIb €T0, IIPEICTABICHUE HAYMHACTCS.

— Merru, MHe celiyac JeMCTBUTEIBHO HYKHO paboTaTh! — cKa3aa OH, HE IOBOPAYMBASICh K
Hel. — Uem paHbliie 51 3aKOHYY padoTy, TEM CKOPEe MBI ITOEAEM JIOMOM.

Merru nocraBuwia KHUT'Y Ha MECTO.

— A 4To0, eciu pora He NPUKJIEEHbI? — CIIPOCHIa OHa.

—Yro?

— Pora y I'Buna. Uro, eciiu Caxkepyk ux HE MPUKICUBAI?

— KoneuHo oH ux npukieni. — Mo NoJoABUHYJI CTYJI K YEpECUYP KOPOTKOMY CcTOy. — KcTaru,
DnMHOp yexalia 3a MOKyNnKaMu. Eciau He xouenb ymMepeTh ¢ rojoAy J10 €€ MpUe3/a, UCTIEKH OJIUHBI.
Xoporo?

— Xopomuio, — npobopmoTtasia Merru. Ha MruoBeHue oHa 3ajymanach, CTOUT JIM paccKas3arhb
eMy o IpeacTose HouHoW BcTpede ¢ CaxkepyKoM, HO IOTOM PEILMIIa 3TOr0 He Aenarh. — Kak Tbl
JyMaellb, MOJKHO B35Th OTCIOa HAa BPEMsI KHUTU? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA BMECTO ITOTO.

— KoHeuHo, eciiu TONBKO Thl HE MPUIPAYEIIb UX B CBOEM CYHTyUKe.
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— Kak ToT noxuturenb KHUTL, 0 KOTOPOM Thl MHE pacckasbiBai? — Merru cyHysna Tpu KHUTH
0] JIEBYIO PYKY M YeThbIpe 1o npasyro. — CKOJIbKO ke OH Toraa ykpan? Tpuauars Teicsu?

— Copoxk ThIcay, — otBeTHs1 Mo. — Ho no kpaiiHeil mepe, He yOuBas Bia/ieibleB.

— Her, To 6b11 ncnaHCKUI MOHAX, UMsI KOTOPOTO 51 HE IOMHIO. — Merru nomienach K IBEpH 1
OTKpbLIa ee HocoM Ty¢uiu. — Caxepyk roBopHT, 4To KanpukopH MoxxeT yOUTh TeOsl, 4TOObI 3aB1a-
JeTh KHUroi. — OHa MoneITanachk cka3aTbh 3TO COBEPIIEHHO PaBHOAYIIHBIM TOHOM. — OH NeicTBU-
TEIBLHO CIIOCO0EH Ha 3T0, Mo?

— Merru! — Mo noBepHyJICS 1 yTpOXKarole OAHSI Ha Hee pyKy ¢ HOXKOM Jist Oymaru. — Mun
no3aropai UM NoYMTal KHUXKKH, TOJIBKO 1ail MHE CIIOKOMHO pabotarsk. U nepenaii Caxepyky, 4To
sl BOT 3TUM CaMbIM HOKOM ITOPEXKY €ro Ha MEJIKUE KyCOUYKH, €CIIM OH U AaJiblie OyaeT 6onTars Tede
BCSKYIO YEIyXYy.

— OT10 He oTBeT! — cKka3ana Merru u BbIILIa B KOPUJIOP.

[Ipuns k cebe B KOMHaTy, OHa pa3joXkHjia KHUTM HA OFPOMHOM KPOBaTH U Hayajia YUTaTh:
0 ’KyKax, KOTOpBIE CEJIATCSA B MyCThIX PAaKOBUHAX YJIUTOK, CIIOBHO JIFOJU B 3a0pOILIEHHBIX JIOMaX;
0 JIATYIIKax B ()OPMeE JINCTA, O TYCEHUIIaX C IPKUMU LIUITaMH, 0 6€71000poIbIx 00e3bsHaX, O IMOJI0-
caTbIX MYpaBbelax W KOIIKAaX, KOTOPHIE POIOT 3eMJII0 B MOMCKaxX ciaakoro kaprodemns. Kakux
TOJIBKO CYIIECTB HE OBIJIO — M TAKUX, KakuX Merru Moriia cede MpecTaBuTh, U TAKUX, KAKUX MPe-
CTaBUTb ceOe OHA HE MOIJIA.

Ho 11 B o1HOM yMHOM KHHTe DIMHOP OHA HE HalllJla HU CJIOBA O POraThIX KyHUIlaX.
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OroHb u 3Be3abl

Tym nosgunucey onu ¢ MAHYYIOWUMU Me08eOAMU, CODAKAMU U KO3AMU,
MAPMBLUKAMU U CYPKAMU, MAHYEBANU HA NPOBOJIOKE, KYBbIPKAIUCH 8Hepeo
U HA3a0, Memanyu Medu U HONMCU U OCMABANUCH YeTbIMU U HeBPeOUMbIMU,
oadice K020a me CIYYAUHO 3A0e8dnu KO20-MO U3 HUX, 2I0MANU O20Hb U
PAa3HCeBbIBANU KAMHU, NOKA3bI8AU (OKYCbL ¢ NOKPBIBALIOM U UWLIANOLU, C
B0IUEOHBIM KYOKOM U YENnOUKAMU, CMABUIU KYKOJbHble NpedcmasieHus,
nenu KaxK cono8blU, KpUya Kax naeiunsl, OOponucy u manyesany noo 36yKu
neiimo.

B. I'epmy. Knuza llInunvmana

Bpewms tanynocs MeanenHo. Merru Buzaena Mo HeZ0Iro BO BTOPOM MOJOBUHE THS, KOrJa
OJIMHOP BEpHYJACh ¢ MOKYNKAMH U IPUTOTOBUJIA UM CIIAr€TTH ¢ KAKUM-TO COYCOM.

— W3BuHHUTE, HO Y MEHS IIPOCTO TEPIIEHUsI HE XBATAET 3aHUMAThCS CTPSIIHEH, — CKa3aia OHa,
CTaBsI Ha CTOJI KaCTPIOJIbKU. — MOKeT ObITh, Halll APYT C MYIIUCTHIM 3BEPHKOM YMEET T'OTOBHUTH?

Caxepyk noxai Iie4yamMu U ¢ COXKaJICHUEM IIPOU3HEC:

— Her, B 3TOM 5 He MOT'y BaM [TIOMOYb.

— Mo xopo1110 FOTOBUT, — cKa3aja Merru, nepeMennBas crnareTTH ¢ BOASHUCTBIM COYCOM.

— OH 10JKEH MOY KHUTY PECTaBpUPOBATh, @ HE TOTOBUTH, — PE3KO OTBETUIIA DJIMHOP. — A ThI?

Merru B3Iporuysia.

— 51 ymetro neus 6:11MHBI, — cKa3asia oHa. — Ho mouemy Bbl He puoOpeTeTe NoBapeHHbIE KHUTHU?
V Bac, KaxeTcsl, €CTh BCe KHUTH, KpoMe MoBapeHHbIX. OHU Obl BaM IPUTOJWINCH.

C ToukM 3peHHs DIMHOP NOAOOHOE MPEIOKEHHE HE 3aCIyKUBAJIO HUKAKOrO OTBETA.

— A KcTarty, ele OJHO IMPaBUJIO MOBEAECHUS HOUBIO, — CKa3ajla OHA, KOIJa BCe CMOJIKIN U
INPUHSIINCH 3a crareTTu. — Heomyctumo, 4to0bl B JoMe 3akuraiu cBeud. I1pu Buje orus s Hauu-
Halo HEpBHMYATh — OH HUKOI/Ia He Ope3ryeTr OyMaroi.

Y Merru koMOK noACTynuII K ropity. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJja, 4To €€ oiMaiu ¢ NoJaudHbIM. Ecte-
CTBEHHO, OHa IIpUBE3JIa ¢ cO0O0I CBeUH, M OHHU JIe)KaJIM Ha ee HOUHOM cToiuke. HaBepHsika DnuHop
UX 3aMeTHJIA.

Ho Dnunop cmotpena e Ha Merry, a Ha Caxepyka, KOTOPBII UI'pajl CIMYEYHBIM KOPOOKOM.

— 51 Haneroch, BBl TOXKE NMPUMETE K CBEJCHMIO 3TO MPABUIIO, — CKa3ajla OHA, — MOCKOJIbKY,
OYEBH/IHO, MbI Oy/IeM HaXOIUThCS B BallleM OOIECTBE €I1e HECKOIbKO JTHEH.

— Pa3Be s Mory 310ynoTpe6asTh BallluM roCTENPUUMCTBOM? 3aBTpa yTPOM MEHS 3[€Ch He
Oyzer, 3To 51 BaM obemtaro. — Caxepyk Bce elle AepKal B pyKe clin4edHbli kopoOok. HeonoOpu-
TEJBbHBIN B3I DIUHOP, TIOXOXKE, HE 3a7€BaJl €r0. — 5| {yMaro, y KOro-TO COBEPIIEHHO HENPaBUIIb-
HOE IpeJCTaBIeHUE 00 OTHe, — cka3all OH. — ComaceH, OTOHb MOKET KyCaThCsl, HO €T0 MOYKHO IPH-
py4uTh. — OH BBITAILMII CIMYKY U3 KOPOOKa, IOJKET €€ U IMOIHEC IIaMs K CBOEMY OTKPBITOMY PTY.

Merru 3aeprana AbIXaHHe, KOT/ia €ro I'yObl COMKHYJIHCH, CKPBIB 32 COO0M FOPSIIYIO CITUYKY.
CaxxepyK OTKpBUI pPOT CHOBA, BbIHYJI IIOTYXIIYIO CIIMYKY U, CMEACH, IIOJIOXKMII €€ Ha CBOIO ITyCTYIO
TapeJKy.

— Bunure, Dnunop? — ckazan oH. — OH MeHs He yKycul. Ero MOXHO IpupyduTh ObICTpeit
KOTEHKA.

OJMHOP JIMIIB NOBEPTENA HOCOM, a Merru He MoIIa OTBECTH BOCXUILEHHOIO B3IVIAAA OT
Caxepyxa.

Mo, noxoxe, CoBCeM He ObUT YUBIEH TUM MaJCHbKUM MPEJICTaBIEHHUEM — OH JIUIIb TPO3HO
nocmorpen Ha Caxkepyka, ¥ TOT MIOCIYLIHO CIPATAJ CIIMYKY B KapMaH.

— KoneuHo, s Oyay npuaepxuBaTbcs 3TOro mpaBuia, — ObICTPO cKasai oH. — be3 mpoGiem.
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OIMHOP KUBHYJMA.

— Xoporio, — cka3ana oHa. — Ho y MeHst ecTb emie nmpocb0a k Bam. Eciu BbI ceroHs Beue-
POM, KOTZ1a CTEMHEET, UCUE3HETE, KaK BbI ClIEJalI 3TO BUEPA, BO3BpAIAMTECh HE CIIUIIIKOM MO3/IHO.
PoBHO B 1€BATH TpUALATH 5 BKIIIOYY CUTHAIU3ALUIO.

— 3HauuT, MHE Buepa npocto nosesio! — Hezamerno ot Dnunop Caxkepyk CyHY HECKOJIBKO
MaKapoOHUH B CyMKy, HO Merru Bce Buaena. — Comnaces, 5 100110 TyasTh HOUbl0. TOIbKO HOUBIO
s ONIYIIIAI0 CBOM MUpP — TUXUMH, TOYTH OE3/TIONHBIN U TauHCTBEHHBIN. [IpaBna, ceroans s He coou-
paroch UATHU T'YISTh, HO TEM HE MEHEE MPOIY BaC BKIIOUUTH 3TO CKa304HOE YCTPONUCTBO MOMO3XKE.

— Heyxenu? U ¢ xakoii ctaTu, pa3peluTe CipoCUTh?

Caxepyk nogMuruya Merru.

— 51 oGemran Hame MajaeHbKOM rocrmoxe HeOobIoe npeAcTaBieHue. Hayano — 3a yac 1o
HOJYHOUH.

— Bort kak! — DnuHOp BEITEpia TyObl candeTKkoil. — A 4To, €ciii BbI yCTpouTe ero nHem? B
KOHILIE€ KOHIIOB, MaJIEHbKOW NOCIIOKE BCETO JABEHAIUATh JIET, U B BOCEMb €l IoJIaraeTcs JiexKarh B
KpOBAaTH.

Merru cxaina ryObl: ¢ ISTH JIET OHA He JIOKHUIIACh CIIaTh B BOCEMb, HO PEILIWIIA HE YTPYKAATh
ce0st oObsicHeHUIMH ¢ DnuHOp. OHA YIUBISUIACH TOMY, KaK HEBO3MYTHMO pearupoBai Caxepyk
Ha 3J100HbIE B3MISAAbI DIUHOP.

— @OKyChI, KOTOpPbIE 51 XOUy MOKa3aTb Merru, He CMOTyT MPOU3BECTU JTHEM JOJKHOTO BIIE-
YaTJIeHUs, — CKa3aj OH U OTKUHYJCS Ha cryie. — Jljig 3Toro Heo0Xoaum, K COXKaJIECHUI0, YEPHBIN
IIOKPOB HOYH. A MOXKET OBITh, BBl TOXKE CMOXKETE MOMPHUCYTCTBOBATH? Torna Bl MOHMETE, IIouemMy
BCE JOJKHO NMPOUCXOIUTh UMEHHO HOYBIO.

— [Ipumu ero npennoxkenue, dnuHop! — ckazan Mo. — [IpencraBnenne Tede MOHPABUTCSI.
Moxet ObITh, IOCIIE 3TOTO0 OTOHb IIEPECTAHET HABOAUTH Ha TE€Os TaKoH yxkac.

— OH He HaBOAUT HAa MEHA ykac. S mpocTo ero He Io0I0! — 3asB1IIa DIUHOP C 3aCTHIBIINM
JULIOM.

— A euie OH yMeeT JKOHIIMPOBaTh, — BEIpBAJIOCh Y Merru. — BoceMbro mapamu.

— OnuHHaauareto, — nonpasui ee Caxepyk. — Ho »kOHIIIMpoBaTh HYKHO JHEM.

DIMHOP NOJHSIIA CO CKaTEPTH CIIAreTTH U HEOBOJIBHO ITOCMOTpEIIa cCHadaja Ha Mo, a motom
Ha Merru.

— Hy, xoporo. 5 He Xouy MOpTUTH Becebe, — CKazaja oHa. — B monoBuHe aecsaToro s Oyay
JIeKaTh ¢ KHUTOM B TIOCTENH, a /10 9TOr0 BKIIIOYY CUPEHY, HO, Koraa Merru oTnpaBuTCs Ha Hpea-
CTaBJICHUE, 5 BBIKJIIOUY €€ Ha 4ac. DTOro XBaTHUT?

— Brionne, — ckazan Caxxepyk U MOKJIOHWICS €l Tak HHU3KO, 4YTO HOCOM JIOCTal 10 CBOEH
TapeJiKu.

Merru nopasuia B cede cMmex.

be3 nsaTi onvHHAAATH OHA MMOCTyYalla B CHANBbHIO DJIUHOP.

— Boiigure! — orknuknynace OnuHop. IIpocynyB ronosy B aBepHoi mpoeM, Merru yBu-
Jies1a DIMHOP, KOTOpast CHJIENa B CBOEH KPOBaTH, CKIIOHUBIIMCH HAJ| TOJICTBIM KaTanoroM. — Cnum-
KOM JIOpOTO, CIMIIKOM JOPOro, CIMUIKOM jaoporo! — 6opmoTana oHa. — 3allOMHU MOM COBET:
HEJb3s1 yBJIEKAThCS TEM, Ha UTO HeT AeHer. [Ipuctpactue Oyzner moaars Te0sl, KaKk KHYKHBIN 4ePBb.
Bo3sbmu, k puMepy, 3Ty KHUTY! — DIMHOP Tak TKHYJa MajbleM B CTPAHHULLy Karajora, 4to Merru
He yIuBHIIachk Obl, eciu OBl B HEll OKa3aach JIbIpKa. — YTo 3a u3qaHue, 1 B KAKOM XOPOIIIEM COCTO-
ssHuK! BOT y>ke msITHaquaTh JIET sl XOUy €ro KylHUTh, HO OHO CJIMIIKOM JOPOTO€, YUepeCcuyp 10pOroe.

B3noxHyB, DIMHOP 3aKpblia KaTajaor, Opocuia ero Ha KOBEp U OIyCTHJIAa HOTH C KpOBATH.
K ynuBnenuto Merru, Ha Hell Obuta JJIMHHAS HOYHAsI pyOaiiika B iBeTouek. OHa BbIIVIsIIENa B HEl
ropaszo MOJIOKE, CIIOBHO JI€BOUYKA, KOTOPAs IPOCHYJIACh OJHAXK/bl YTPOM C MOPLIMHAMU HA JIUIIE.

38



K. ®yHke. «YepHunbHoe cepaue»

— Hy na nagno. Bece paBHO Tbl, CKOpee BCEro, HE CTaHEIIb TaKO HEHOPMaJbHOM, Kak si! —
npoOypuaa oHa, HaTATHBAsI TOJICThIE HOCKHM Ha HOTU. — TBOM OTeIll He CKJIOHEH K CyMacOpOJICTBY, U
TBOSI MaTh HUKOTIa HIYETO TIOI00HOTO He jenana. HanpoTus, st He BcTpeyalna 0oJiee pacCyIuTelb-
HBIX JIIOZIEi. A MOM oTel] ObIT TAKUM K€ CyMAacCHIEIINM, KaK si. BoJbIie moJIOBUHBI CBOMX KHUT S5
yHacieznoBaia ot Hero. M kakoi Tonk Obut emy ot HUX? Cnaciau oHH ero ot cmeptu? HaoGopor.
Ero xBarun ynap Kak pa3 Ha OJHOM KHIDKHOM aykiuoHe. He cmeniHo i 310?

Merru He MOI1a €1 OTBETUTh XU BMECTO TOTO CIIPOCHIIA:

— Mos mats? Bbl ee xoportiio 3Hamu?

OnuHop (peipkHyna, Oynro Merru 3aaaia e BOIpoc, TpeOyomuii IiyO00KUX pa3ayMUid.

— Paszymeercs. TBo#l orer| mo3HakoMuics ¢ HeH 31eck. OH uTO, TeOe HUKOrAa 00 3TOM He
pacckas3piBa?

Merru nokagasa rojaoBOu:

— OH He 0YeHB-TO CO MHOU pa3roBapHUBacT.

— BepositHo, Tem nyutie. He k ueMy coBath MOBCIOAy CBOM HOC! A ThI €€ HE MOMHHUIIb. ThbI
BHJIEJIA 3HAK HA JiBepu B Oubnmoreky? D10 Benb oHa ero HapucoBana. Hy manHo, umem, a He TO
TBI IPOITYCTHIIb CBOE TPE/ICTABICHHE.

Merru mua 3a DnuHOp 10 TEMHOMY Kopuaopy. Ha MrHoBeHue eil mokasanocsk, 4To ee MaThb
MOTJIa OTKPBITh O/IHY M3 MHOTOUMCIICHHBIX JIBEpPEU U MOCMeaThesl Haja Held. [loutn Bo Bcem nome
HE ropes CBET, U B TEMHOTE MerTu HECKOIbKO Pa3 CTyKanaach KOJIEHKOW 00 yIIIbI.

— [louemy 31€CH Tak TEMHO? — CIIPOCHIIa OHA DJIMHOP, KOTOpasi MbITajJach HAIlyIaTh BBIKIIIO-
yareJb.

— IToromy 4TO s IPEANOYNTAIO TPATUTH ICHBIM HAa KHUTH, & HE HA HUKOMY HE HY)XHOE OCBe-
meHue! — OTBeTHIIa DIIMHOP U Pa3l0Cal0OBaHHO METHYJA B3IV K 3aroparolieiics iamme, Oyaro
IBITAsICh CKA3aTh 3TOM ypexe, YT00BI Ta IKOHOMHEe oOparanachk ¢ anekrpuaectBoM. Lllapkas Tyd-
JSIMH, OHA HAaITPaBHJIACh K METAITHUECKOMY SIIITUKY, KOTOPBIN OBLT CIPSITaH 32 IUIOTHBIM IBUTBHBIM
3aHABECOM Ha CTEHE BO3JI€ BXOIHOM JBepH. — S HaneroCh, Thl BBIKIIOUMIIA CBET, MEPE] TEM Kak
NPUATH KO MHE? — CIIPOCHIIA OHA, OTKPHIBAS SIIHK.

— Hy xoHeuHo, — cka3ana Merru, XoTs 3TO MOIJIO OBITH BOBCE HE TaK.

— OtBepHHCH! — MpHKa3aia DIUHOP U, CMOPIIMB OT HANPSKEHHS JI00, CTana BO3UTHCS B
SIIUKE ¢ cupeHou. — boxxe Mo#, Bce 3Tu kHonku! Hazierock, Ha 3TOT pas s cenaia Bce MpaBUiIbHO.
Jlaii MHe 3HaTh, KaK TOJIBKO IIPEJCTaBICHUE 3aBepIInTCs. [ He 1ymMail BOCIIONb30BaThCS BOZMOXK-
HOCTBIO U ITPoOparbesi B OMOIMOTEKyY 32 KHUramMu. [IoMHU 0 TOM, 4TO 51 BCeTna psiioM U YTO MOU
VI JIy4IIe, YeM Y JICTYy4ei MBIIIH.

Merru yznepkanach OT OTBETa, KOTOPBIH y)Ke BEpTelics y Hee Ha sI3bIKe. DIUHOP OTKphLIA
BXOJHYIO JBEPb, U MEIrTH BBICKOYHIIA BO JIBOP.

Crosuta Teriast HOYb, HalIOJTHEHHAsI HE3HAKOMBIMU 3aITaXaMu.

— A K MOeli Mame BbI C TAKUM K€ IPYKe00ueM OTHOCWINCH? — CIIpocuiia OHa, Koraa Jiu-
HOp Y€ XOTeJa ObLIO 3aKpbITh IBEPb.

DJIMHOP 3aCThlIa HA MTHOBEHHUE.

— Jlymaro, na, — ckasana ona. — Hy koHeuHO. A oHa OblIa TaKoM JKe HATIOW, KaK Thl. [IpusT-
HOTO BPEMSIIPEIIPOBOXKICHUS ¢ OTHeTJIoTaTesem!

U DnuHop 3axyionHysa ABEpb.

[Ipoxons mo TeMHOMY cany, Merru Bapyr ycibliaia My3bIKy. HeoxkuaaHHO HOUb BCTynuia
B CBOM BJIQJICHUS U 3aIIOJIHWJIA BCE BOKPYT, CJIOBHO TOJBKO W JKAajia maroB Merru: He3HaKoMast
MYy3bIKa, OECIIOPSIOYHOE, BECEIIOe U OJHOBPEMEHHO TPYCTHOE, 3BydaHue OyOHOB, AYJIOK U Oapa-
06aHoB. Merru He yauBHIACh ObI, YBUIEB 3a IOMOM DIUHOP LEIYIO TOJITY CKOMOPOXOB, HO Ha
ayxaiike Obu1 TobKO Caxepyk.
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OH x1an Ha TOM MecTe, rie Merru BecTpeTuia ero 1HeM. Mys3bika pa3aaBaiach U3 MarHUTO-
(hoHa, KOTOPHII CTOSUT PSIIOM C IIE3JIOHTOM Ha Tpase. i cBoero emuHcTBEHHOTO 3puTens Caxe-
PYK ITOCTaBHJI Ha Kparo JTyKalku ckaMmelKy. CripaBa u cjieBa OT Hee CTOsun ropsme (akenst. 1
Ha caMoM Jiy>kalike Topesu J1Ba dakena, oTopachiBasi B HOUb OJparuBarolIle TEHU, KOTOPbIE TaH-
LIE€BaJIM HaJ] TPABOii, CJIOBHO CIIyTH, KOTOpBIX Caxkepyk BbI3BaJI JJI TAKOTO CiIydas U3 Jieca.

Bepxnsist uacTb ero tena Obiia ooHakeHa. Koxka y Hero Obuia OnemHast, Kak JyHa, TOBHCIIAS
HaJ JOMOM DJIMHOP, — Ka3aJI0Ch, JTyHA TOXE XOTeJa ObITh Ha MPE/ICTABICHUH.

Kak Tonbko Merru BbicTynmiia u3 TeMHOThI, CaskepyK MOKIOHUIICS EH.

— Iloxamyiicra, caauch, NpeKkpacHas rocrnoxka! — KpUKHYJI OH IMOJ My3bIKy. — Bce xaer
TOJBKO TEO4.

CmyTuBHIMCh, MerTH cena Ha ckaMeliKky U ocMoTpenach. Ha mie3nonre crosuiu 1Be Oy ThbUIKU
U3 TEMHOI'O CTEKJIa, KOTOPbIE OHA YK€ Bujena B cymke Caxepyka. B onHO# OyThlIKE YTO-TO OTIIH-
BaJIO OEJBIM 1BETOM, OY/ITO Ty/a HAJIWIIM JIYHHOTO CBeTa. MeX 1y IepeBIHHBIMU NIepEKIaIuHAMU
IIe3JI0HTA JIeXasu (pakessl ¢ 0ol BaToid, a BO3Jie MarHUTO(OHA CTOSIIO BEAPO U OOJIBINAS ITHPO-
Kasl Ba3a, KOTOpasi, HACKOJIbKO MOMHMJIA Merru, 0ObIYHO HaXOAUJIach B MPUXOXKEN DIIUHOP.

Ha MraoBenue oHa nepeBena B3IJIs1 Ha JOM, OKyTaHHbIH TbMOi1. B komHare Mo Ob1u10 TEMHO
— MOYeT OBbITh, OH elIe padoTall, a 3TaXoM HIbke Merru yBujena DIUHOP, CTOSBIIYO BO3JIE OCBe-
HIeHHOTo OKHa. Kak Toinpko Merru mocMoTpesia B €€ HallpaBJIICHUM, OHA Cpa3y XKe 3aKpblia 3aHa-
BECKH, CJIOBHO 3aMeTHJIa Ha ce0e B3I, HO €€ TEHb BCE €Ille IPOPHCOBbIBAIACH HA 3aHABECKAX.

— CopImuib, Kak THX0 BOKpyr? — CaxkepyK BBIKITIOUIIT MarauTooH. Hounas TummHa 3a1o-
xwia Merru ymu. Hu ofuH JTIMCT HE MIEIOXHYIICS, CIBIIIHO OBLIO JIMIIb MOTPECKUBAHUE (PaKeIoB
Jla cTpeKoTaHue cBepukoB. CakepyK CHOBA BKJIIOUMI MY3bIKY. — Sl TOBOpUII C BETPOM, — CKa3all
OH. — ThI TOJKHA 3HATBH: KOTZIA BETEpP HAYMHAECT UIPaTh C OTHEM, JIaXKe s1 HE MOTY €r0 YKPOTHTb.
Ho on nanm MHe 4ecTHOE CIIOBO, YTO CETOAHS HOYBIO OH OyJeT BECTH ce0s THXO M HE MCIIOPTHT
HaM BECEJIbE.

Caxepyk B3s1 (paken, HaOpa B pOT JTyHHOTO CBETa M3 OYTBHUIKH U CIUTIOHYJI €T0 B OOJIBIIYIO
Bazy. 3aTeM OH OKYHYJI (pakell B BEIPO, BEIHYII €T0 U IOIHEC K ero TopsemMy opary. OroHb BCITBIX-
HYJI TaK HEOXKHMJIaHHO, 4T0 Merru B3apornyia. Caxepyk noaHec K rydam Apyryto OyThUIKY U cTall
HaIOJIHATH POT KUAKOCTBIO J10 TEX MOP, ITOKA €ro IIEKH He pa3ayauch 1o npeaena. [lorom oH ry-
00KO-TITyOOKO B3IIOXHYJI, BEITHYIJ TEJIO JYTOil W BBIIUTIOHYJ BCE, YTO OBUIO y HETrO BO PTY, MUMO
(hakena B BO3IyX.

OrseHHbI map NOBUC HAJ| JTy>KalKoW, CBEpKArOIINi OTHEHHBIN 11ap. CII0BHO XKHUBOE CyIile-
CTBO, BbeJaJICAd OH B TeMHOTY. OT €ro orpoMHbIX pa3MepoB, Jymaia Merru, Bce BOKPYT B TY K€
CEKYHJIy MOIJIO OBITh OXBAa4€HO IJIAMEHEM, BCe: TpaBa, me3noHr u cam Caxepyk. Ilociennmii,
OJTHAKO, PE3BO MOBEPHYJICS HA MECTE, CIIOBHO TAHIYIOIINN peOCHOK, U €Ile pa3 U3PBITHYJI IIaMsl.
OH HanpaBuil OTOHb BBICOKO B HE0O, Oy/ATO MbITAsCh 3a)keub 3Be3/bl. [10TOM OH 3a)ker BTOpOM
(haken u mMpoBes IUIAMEHEM T10 pyKaM. [71a3a ero CBETWIMCh CY4aCThEM OTTOTO, YTO OH UTPAET CO
CBOUM JFOOMMBIM M30paHHUKOM. OTOHB JIM3aJT €T0 KOXKY, JIACKasi CBOETO JpyTa, JJIsl KOTOPOTrO OH
IPOTHAJ HOYb M YCTPOMII 3TOT TaHel. CaxkepyK MmoaOopOCHi BBBICH (hakell, Tyna, TAE elle Mblial
OTHEHHBIM 11ap, IMOAXBATUI €T0 CHOBA, 3aKET €LIE OJUH U CTaJl )KOHITIUPOBATH TPEMS, YETBIPbMS,
nAThI0 (akenamu. M oroHs Kpy:KUJICS BOKPYT HEro, TaHLEBal ¢ HUM, HE MbITAsICh YKYCUTh €TI0,
IIOTOMY 4TO OH ObUI He TosIbKO CakepyKoM, YKPOTHTENIEM OTHS, HCKPOMETATENIEM, HO U APYTOM.

Bapyr ¢axensi, mornomeHHble TEMHOTOH, Ky/1a-To mponaiu, u Caxepyk MOKJIOHHIICS MOTe-
psaBmerd nap peun Merru. Kak 3aduapoBaHHas OHa CHJENa HA )KECTKOM CKaMEHKe M HE MOIVa
HAaCMOTPETHCS Ha TO, KaK OH MMOJIHOCHII Oy ThIIKY KO PTY U CHOBA M CHOBA U3BEprajl OrOHb, pa3roHss
KPOMEUIHYIO TbMY HOYH.

Merru He MOTJIa TIOHSTH, YTO 3aCTABUJIO €€ NIEPEBECTH B3I OT BPAIABIINXCS (haKesoB
Y pa3JeTaBIINXCS UCKP K OKHaM JioMa. MoxkeT ObITh, IPUCYTCTBUE 371a YyBCTBYEIIb KOXKEH, KaK
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Kap WM XOJNOA... A MOXET ObITh, €€ BHUMaHUE IPUBJIEK CBET, KOTOPBIN BAPYT 3aCTPYUIICS Uepe3
CTaBHM OMOJIMOTEKH, MMajiast Ha KyCThl POOJICHIPOHA, IPHUKABIIUECS K CTaBHSAM. MOXET ObITb.

Eit moka3anock, 4TO OHA CHBIIIUT MYKCKHE TroJI0Ca, OHU ObUTH TPOMYE MY3BIKH, pa3/iaBaB-
mieiicss u3 MarHuTooHa. M HEMOHATHBIN CTpax OXBaTHJ €€, YePHBIH M BpakJeOHBIN, KaK cama
HOYb.

Korna ona Bckounna ¢ mecta, Caxepyk ypoHu1 (hakesn B TpaBy. 3aTyLIUB OTOHb, OH IOCMOT-
pen Ha Merru, 6€XXaBIIyIo K JOMY.

Merru Muanachk u30 Bcex cuil. [IBephb ObLIa OTKpHITA, B MPUXOKEH OBLIO TEMHO, HO Merru
CIIBIIIIANIA TOJI0CA, JJOHOCUBIIHECS U3 KOPHIOpA, BEAYIIETO K ONOIHOTEKE.

— Mo! — no3Basna oHa.

JleBouKy CHOBa OXBaTWJ CTpax, BOH3aBLIMI CBOM KOI'TH B €€ CEpJLE.

JIBepb OubnMoTeKku OblIa OTKpBITa. Merru xoTena BOWTH, HO JIBE CUJIBHBIX PYKH CXBaTHJIN
e 3a IJICUH.

— CniokoitHo, — mporienTana IIUHOP U 3aTallliia €€ B CIAJIBHIO.

Merru 3ameTHIIa, 4TO y HEE JPOXKally Mallblibl, KOT/Ia OHA 3aKpbIBajia JBEPb HA 3aMOK.

— IIpexpatu! — Merru otaepHyia pyKy DIUHOP U MONbITATach OBEPHYTh KIIHOU.

Omna coOpanach OBUIO 3aKpHYaTh, YTO XOYET IMIOMOYb OTILY, HO DIUHOP 3aKpblia ed pyKOu
POT ¥ OTTalIiIa OT ABEpH. MErru CONpoTHBIISIIACH, HO DNMUHOpP OblIa CHIIbHEE, TOPa3o CHIIbHEe
Merru.

— WX cnumkoM MHOro! — 1mumnena oHa, koraa Merru neitanach YKyCUTh €€ 3a Hajblibl. — Yer-
BEPO WU MATEPO POCIBIX MAapHEH, U OHU BOOpYskeHbl. — OHa nmoTtaiuia 6apaxrasirytocs Merru k
cTeHe y KpoBatu. — CKOJIBKO pa3 sl cOOMpanack KymuTh cede MPOKIIATHIN peBoIbBep! — mporienTana
OHa, IPUIaJas yXoM K cTeHe. — Tricsuy pas!

— Koneuno ona 3aecs! — ycabimana Merru, mpudem Jj1st 3TOTO € He HyKHO ObLIO MPUCIIO-
HATH YXO K cTeHe. ['010c OblT HENPUATHO MUCKIIABBIM, KaK y KOIIKH. — MOXXET, IpUBECTH U3 caja
TBOIO J10Yb, YTOOKI OHA HaM e¢ mokasaja? Moy Tl creiraens 3To cam?

Merru cHOBa MONBITAIACH YOPaTh PyKy DIHMHOP OT CBOETO pTa.

— Ycnokolics e Thbl, HAaKOHel! — ImpoulenTtana oHa B yxo Merru. — Tbl npuHecenib eMy elie
6ounbiie 6eap1. CobImmims?

— Moto 104n? YUTO BBI XOTUTE OT MO€# 1ouepu?

Merru y3Hana roinoc Mo 1 BCXJIUIIHYA. DIUHOP TYT KE 3aKpbUla €i JTUI0 PYyKOM.

— $] mombITanack MO3BOHUTH B MOJIMINIO, — TUXO TOBOPHJIA OHA € Ha YXO0, — HO CBSA3b 000-
pBaHa.

— O, MBI 3HaeM BC€, UTO HaM HaJ0 3HATh, — CHOBA MOCJBIIIANICS Apyroi ronoc. — Urtak, rae
KHHTra?

— S ornam ee Bam! — ['omoc Mo ka3zancst ycraBmmm. — Ho s oy ¢ BaMu, IOTOMY YTO X04y
HOJIyYUTh €€ CHOBA, KOIZla OHa OyneT yxe He Hy»Ha Kanpukophy.

«Sl mowiy ¢ Bamu...» UTo OH XOTen 3TUM ckazarh? He mMor ke oH mpocTo Tak yitu. Merru
CTaJia CHOBA BBIPBIBATHCSI, HO DIIMHOP KPEMKO AeprKalia ee, 00XBaTUB CBOMMH CUJIbHBIMU PYKaMHU.

— Tem myume. Ham Bce paBHO mopydeHO mpuBecTH Tebs ¢ co0oi, — rpy0o Impou3HeC KTo-
T0. — ThI cebe axe MpencTaBUTh HE MOXKeEIllb, KaKk U3BOAUT ce0st KanpukopH, skaxkaast yCiblaTh
TBOI1 rojoc. OH O4YeHb M0JIaraeTcsi Ha TBOM HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIE CIOCOOHOCTH.

— Ja, KanpukopH Hamien Tebe 3aMeHy, HO HOBUYOK MPOCTO IIapiaTaH, — CHOBA pa3aalics
xomayuii rosioc. — [Tocmorpute Ha Kokepens. — Jlo Merru nonecnocs mapkanbe HOT. — OH Xpo-
Maer, 1a ¥ [II0CKOHOC BBITTISIIEN TOpa3/o JIydllle, XOTs OH HUKOTIA He OBbLT KpacaBIIeM.

— XBarut OontaTth, y Hac HET BpeMeHH. bacra, kak aymaelib, B3ATh €ro J04b? — CIIPOCHII
€I11€ KTO-TO THYCaBbIM I'OJIOCOM.

— Het! — xkpuxnyn Mo. — nu Most 1o4b ocTaeTcs 3/1€Ch, WK Bbl HE MTOIyYNUTE KHUTY!

Kro-10 3acmesuics.
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— Jla ycnokoiicst b1, BonmeOnsiit S13pik. O0 3TOM peus He nzet. Pe6eHOK TOIBKO 3aAepKUT
Hac B myTH, a KanpukopH xaet yxe ouenb goaro. Hy, roe kaura?

Merru mpmKanach YXOM K CTEHE TaK KpPEIKo, 4To e crano 6onpHO. CHavaja pa3maainch
11ary, a MOTOM OHa yCJblllalia, KaK YTO-TO MOABUHYJIU K CTEHE.

DIMHOp 3aTausia JbIXaHue.

— Hemuoxoit Talinuk! — qoHeccst MUCKIABBIN rojoc. — Kokepenb, ynakyii ee U He Tepsiii u3
Buny. Tonbko nocine Te0s1, BonmeOnsiit A3pik. [Tomun.

Onwu yuumm. [Tonaas otdyassaust, Merru momsItanach 0CBOOOAUTHCS OT pyk DnnuHOp. OHa CITbI-
I1aja, KaK 3axJIOHYJIach ABEPh OMOIMOTEKH, KaK yIamsutiuch mard. [Torom Bee ctuxio. U DnuHop
HAKOHEI[ OTITyCTUJIA €€.

Merru, BCXJIHMITBIBAs, PBaHYIaCh K JBEPH, OTKPbLIA 3aMOK U TTOOEKaa o Kopuaopy B 6uo-
JHOTEKY.

Ona Obuta mycta. Mo B HEil He OBLIO.

Kuurn, kak UM 1 TIOJIO’KEHO, CTOSUTH Ha MOJTKAX, TOIBKO B OJJTHOM MECTE 3UsiIa JbIpa, OOoIbIIast
¥ TeMHasi. Merru yBuiena, 4To Cpeid KHUT ObLTa OTKHUIHAS KPBIIIKA, 32 KOTOPOH OBLIO MyCTO.

— HeBeposiTHO! — ycrnblmana oHa rojoc DIUHOP, CTOSBIIEH Y Hee 3a cnuHoi. — OHM Jiei-
CTBUTEJIBHO MCKAJIU TOJIBKO OJHY KHUTY.

Merru OTTOJNKHYJIA €€ U BBIOEkKAJIa B KOPUIOP.

— Merru! — kpuknyna eit Bcaen Dnunop. — [omoxau!

Ho dero ona nomxkna 6ba xnats? JXKaarh, moka HE3HAKOMITHI yBe3yT ee oTia? OHa Clibl-
mraja, Kak DmuHop Oexana 3a Heil. MoxeT ObITh, €€ pyKH U ObLIH CHIIbHEE, 4YeM Y MerTH, HO HOTH
Merru Obu1H OBICTpEE.

B npuxoxeii no-npexxuemy 0buio TeMHO. BXoaHast 1Bepb Oblila OTKpPBITa HACTEXKb, U XOJIO/-
HBIN BeTep 1ya Merru B IM110, KOT/Ia OHA BOPBAJIACH B HOYb.

— Mo! — kpukHyna oHa.

Ei#t xa3anoch, 4To Brepenn MENbKHYN CBET aBTOMOOMJIBHBIX (ap, a TaM, IIe MEXIy Jaepe-
BBSIMH HCY€3alia Topora, paborana MoTop. Merru Gekana Ha ero 3ByK U yIala, IOCKOJIb3HYBIIHCH
Ha BJIQYKHOM OT pochl rpaBuu. M3 koneHa counsnach KpoBb, HO Merru He oOpaiiiaja Ha Hee BHUMa-
Hust. OHa Oekasia Bce Jaibllle U Jaliblie, PhlAas U BCXJIMIBIBAs, TIOKa HE OKa3ajach meper 00ib-
IIMMH KEJIE3HBIMU BOPOTAMH.

Ho na nopore 3a HUIMHM HUKOTO HE ObLIO.

Mo ucues.
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YTO CKpbIBaeT HOUb

Jlyuwe mulcsua 8pazos 3a cmenamu 00OMa, 4em 00UH 6HYMpU.
Apabckaa nocnosuya

Ca)KCPYK IIpATaJICA 3a KallITAHOM, KOI'la Merru npo6e>1<ana MuMoO Hero. OH BHUJCI, KaK OHa
OCTAaHOBHJIACh Y BOPOT U CMOTpPEJIA Ha OIIYCTCBIIYIO JOPOTY. On CJIbIIIIAaJI, KaKk OHa CJ'Ia6eIOIJ_[I/IM
T'OJIOCOM IIOBTOp:JIa UMs OTLA. Ee 308 pacTBOPAJICA BO TbME, KaK CTPCKOTAHHUEC OHHHOKOﬁ OUKaabl,
a IIOTOM BOO6H.I€ ImpoIal, u Merru 3acThblia Ha MECTE. CaxcepyKy Ha4YaJIO Ka3aTbCs, YTO OHA YiKC
HUKOrga OoJbllIe HE IIOIICBCIIUTCA, CIOBHO CHUJIBI OCTaBUJIM €€, U JaXKC ciaboe AYHOBCHHC BC€TpPa
MOIJIO OBl MNOAHATH €€ B BO3AYX U YHCCTHU IIPOYb.

Omna crosina Tak JO0JITO, YTO CancepyKy IpUIIJIOCh Ha BpEMs 3aKPLITh I71a3a, YTOOBI IIpocCTO
HC CMOTPCThb HAa HEC. IToToMm 110 HEro JMoHECCs ee miady. OT CThIAA ICKU €TI0 BCIIbIXHYIIN: HO,I[O6HO
S3bIKaM INIaMEHU, XOJIOAHBIC PYKH BETpPA KIJIK €T0 JIMIO. OHepH_II/ICB Ha CTBOJI ACPCBaA, Ca;xepyK
CTOsJI U KAaJI, Korga Merru BCPHETCA B 10OM, HO OHA TaK K HC JIBHUI'ajlaCb C MCCTaA.

Korz[a Y HCTO YK€ 3adHEMCJIM HOT'Y, OHA TOBEPHYJIACH, CJIOBHO MAPUOHCTKA, KOTOPYIO ACPHYINU
34 BCPCBOYKHU, U IIOIUJICIACH K JOMY. HOpaBHHBH_II/ICL C HUM, OHA BBITCPJia C JiMla CJIC3bI. B sTot
HEBBIHOCUMBII MOMEHT Ca)KCPYK MMOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO EMY XOUCTCS HO,I[6C)KaTL K Heﬁ, YTCIIUTD €€ U
O6’b${CHI/ITb, IMOo4UEeMYy OH BCC pacCCKa3ajl KaanKopHy. Ho Merru YyiKe Ipouuia MUMO. Ona YCKOpAJia
miarv, Kak 6YI[TO CHUJIbl CHOBA BO3BpalllaJIuCh K Heﬁ, H 1ija BCEC 6BICTpee n 6BICTpee A0 TEX I10p,
IIOKa HC UCUYC3JIa CPCAU YCPHBIX KaK CMOJIb ICPCBLCB.

Ca)KCPYK BBIIICII U3-3a ACPCBA, Ha6pocpm Ha IUICYO PIOK3aK, IMOAHAI CYMKY C IOXKUTKAMHU U
6BICTpO 3aliarall KO BCC €1IC¢ HACTCXKb PACKPBITLIM BOPOTaM.

Houb mornoruna €ro, Kak XuIiHOro Juca.
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OpaHa

— Jlopoeou moti, — crazana mue b6abywra. — Toi 6edb coscem e
Jlcaneeutb 0 Mom, Ymo 00 KOHYa OHell C6oux mebe npuoemcs OCmamvCsl
Moliblo?

— Hem, mne ece pasno, — omeemun s. — Kaxas pasnuya, xax
8bI2NAOUUD, ecau mebs 100Am MaKum, Kakou mol eCilb.

P. Jlanv. Beovbmut

Korna Merru BepHynach, DIMHOP CTOsUIA Ha SPKO OCBELIEHHOM MOPOre, HAKMHYB Ha IJIeYH
[aJIbTO MPSIMO MOBEpX HOUHOW copouku. Houb OblL1a Temsiol, HO ¢ 03epa 1y XOJIOJHBIN BeTep.
JIuio Merru BbIpa)kajo OTYasiHUE. DJIUHOP OBLJIO 3HAKOMO 3TO 4yBCTBO. XYZIIEro 4yBCTBa OHA
HE 3HaJja.

—Onu 3a6panu ero ¢ co6oit! —T'omoc Merru 3atyx ot ocozHanust 0e3bicxoqHOCcTH. OHa Bpak-
ne0Ho cMoTpena Ha DnuHop. — [Touemy Tbl MeHs1 ocTaHoBHIIa? MBI MOITIH OBl €My TIOMOYb!

Omna cxana KyJlaku, CJIOBHO Obljla FOTOBA yAapUTh DIMHOD.

U 310 uyBCcTBO 6BUIO 3HAKOMO DnuHOpP. MHOTAa OYEeHb XOUeTCsl KOr0-TO CHIIBHO CTYKHYTb,
HO Kakoi B 3ToM Tosik? CoBeplieHHO HuKakoro. [leuans Hukyna He yiner.

— He necu yenyxy! — pe3ko orBeTuiia oHa. — M kak Obl MbI 310 ycTpomnu? OHu 3a0pasu Ob1 U
Tebs ¢ coboii. [Tomoro 661 310 TBOEMy oTiy? Het! [loaToMy He cToli y mopora, a mpoxoJau B J10M.

Ho neBouka He meBenuiacs.

— Onu npuBe3yT ero k KanpukopHy! — mporienTana oHa Tak THXO0, YTO DJIMHOP €/1Ba CMOIJIa
ee MOHSTb.

— K komy?

Merru TONBKO MOKayasia rojoBOH U MpoBesia pyKoi IO MOKPOMY OT CJIe3 JIUILY.

—Ilonuuus ceifuac yxe npueneT, — ckazana IMHOP. — S MO3BOHMIIA UM C COTOBOT'O Teae(oHa
TBOEro oTua. J[aBHO coOMparoch KynuTh cede Takol TenedoH, HO Teneph YK TOYHO 3TO CAENAI0.
Onu npocTo oOpe3ann MHE TeneOHHBIN KaOeb.

Merru apoxaiia BCEM TEJIOM.

— MIX y»Xe 1aBHO U ciiefi MpocThll! — CKazaja OHa.

— Panu Oora, Merru, HU4ero ¢ HUM He CIIy4uTcs!

OnuHOp 3aBepHyJIach B NanbTo. Berep ycunusaics, coOupaics J0XK/1b.

— Otkyza Tel 3Haewb? — ['onoc Merru aposkan oT poCTH.

«Ecnu 65l B3MI15110M MOJKHO OBII0 yOUTBH, — HOAyMaiia DIIMHOP, —TO 5 ObLIa ObI y2Ke TPYIIOM».

— IloToMy 4TO OH MOYTH JOOPOBOJIBHO MOIIET C HUMH, — pa3ipakeHHO OTBETHUIIA OHA. — ThI
Be/Ib CJIbIILIANIA, YTO OH TOBOPUJI, WU HET?

JleBouka omyctuia ronoBy. KoneuHo, oHa Bce cibliana.

— Tsl npaBa! — npomtenTana oHa. — OH GoJblIe BOJIHOBAJICS O KHUre, 4eM 000 MHE.

OnuHOp He 3Haja, 4To cKa3aTb. Ee orery OblI TBEp/10 yOSXKIEH B TOM, YTO O KHUraX HEOOX0-
JIMMO 3a00TUTHCS OOJIbILE, YEM O JIETSIX. A KOIJa OH HEOXKMJAaHHO CKOHYAJICS, €€ U €€ CecTep elle
JIOJITO HE MOKMJAJIO YyBCTBO, YTO OH, KAK OOBIYHO, CHIUT B OUOIMOTEKE U CTUPACT MbUIb C KHUL.
Ho oreu Merru ObUI HAa HETO HE ITOXOXK.

— Epynna! Koneuno e on 6ecrniokousncs o Tebe! — ckazana oHa. — 5l He 3Har0 APyroro orTua,
KOTOPBIi1 ObI TaK CUIIBHO JIFOOMII CBOIO 104b, KaK TBOM. BOT yBUAMIIB, OH CKOpO BepHETCS. A Tenepb
3ax0llu ke, HakoHel, B IoM! — OHa npoTsHyna Merru pyky. — Sl nam TeGe ropsiaero mMoJsioka
MEJIOM.
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Merru nake He B3ISTHYIIA Ha MPOTSHYTYIO pyKy. OHA pe3ko NOBEpHYJIach U MoOeKaia mpoys,
OyaTO €€ YTO-TO OCEHUJIO.

— D1, mogoxau! — bopmoua pyrarenbcTBa, IMUHOP HACKOPO 00ysa caaoBbie TyQIH |, CIIO-
TBHIKasICh, MoOekaa 3a Merru. Jta nypexa nodexxasna 3a oM, Ty/ia, TJie TJI0OTaTelb OTHS J1aBaJl CBOE
npencrasienue. Ho razon Obul, koHeuHO, mycT. Ha Hem crostin nuib oOyrieHHsle (akensl. — [a
YK, TOXO0’KE, TOCTIOIMH MMPOMAaH PEIINJI JIOITO HE 3aePKUBAThCA, — cKazaiia DnuHop. — [1o kpaii-
HEH Mepe, B IOME €T0 HET.

— MosxeT ObITh, OH TIOCTIEIOBAJ 32 HUMH? — JIeBoUKa mojomIia K OAHOMY U3 OOTOpPEeBIINX
(hakesnoB u mposena mo Hemy pykoid. — Touro! OH yBHIEN, YTO MPOU30ILIO, M OTIPABHICS O MX
cienam!

OHa ¢ HaZeX10M TOCMOTpena Ha DIUHOP.

— HaBepHsika Tak 1 ObUT0. — DIIMHOP CTapanach Ka3aThCsi UCKPEHHEH. «A KakK, O-TBOEMY, OH
B0OOIIIEe MOT uX TpecienoBats? [lemkom?» — MbpICIeHHO n00aBmiIa oHa. OHa MONOXKIIA PYKY Ha
wieuo Merru. «boxxe Mo#, oHa Bce erie Apoxkut». — Hy, momnuu xke! — ckazana Dnunop. — Ckopo
npueneT noiaunus. Bot yBuauime, yepes napy JHEH TBOW OTell CHOBA OOBSBUTCS, M HE HCKITIOUEHO,
YTO B KOMITAaHUM TBOETO JpyTa, IoTarelis orasa. M tede mpuaercss T0XKHUIAThCs 3TOTO BMECTE CO
MHOM.

Merru ToNbKO KMBHYJA rojoBoi. O0eccuieHHas, OHa 03BOJIMIA YBECTH ce0s B 10M.

— Ho y Mens ecTh otHO ycnoBHe, — cKazasia DIIMHOP, KOTJa OHH y>KE CTOSUTH MEPE JBEPHIO.

Merru nof03pUTEIHHO TTOCMOTpENIA Ha HEe.

— He Moruia ObI ThI, 10 KpaliHel Mepe MokKa Mbl Oy/1eM )KUTh BMECTE, IEPECTaTh CMOTPETh Ha
MEHsI TaK, CIIOBHO ThI TOTOBA MEHSI OTPaBUTh? BO3MOXKHO 111 3TO?

Ha nunie Merru nosiBUjiach €1Ba IpUMETHAs TIOTepsSIHHAS YIBIOKA.

— dymaro, 1a, — ckaszaja OHa.

Ha nBop, nokpbIThIi TpaBuEM, BbeXaau JBoe noauueickux. Onu nonpocunu Merru u nu-
HOp, HO HU Ta HU JpyTras He MOTJIM OTBETUTH Ha OOJIBIIYIO YacTh X BOIPOCOB: HET, DJIMHOP HE
BUJIEJIa ATHUX JIIOJEH Mpexk/ie; HEeT, IEHEr OHU HE MOXUTWIM U BOOOIE HUYEro LEHHOTO, TOIbKO
kHury. Korna ona 3To npousHecia, NOIMLIENCKUE, YCMEXHYBIINCD, IEPENIHYIUCH. DIUHOP pa3-
JPa)KEHHO MPOYUTANIa UM JIEKIUIO O IEHHOCTH PEIKHUX KHUT, HO 3TO TOJIBKO YCYTyOMIIO CUTYalIUIO.
Korna Merru HakoHel 3asiBUJIa, YTO OHU HaBEPHSAKA CMOT'YT OOHapYX HUTh €€ OTLa, €CJIU OOBbSBAT
B po3bIcK Hekoero KampukopHa, 1s1 HUX 3TO ObLJIO paBHO3HAaYHO TOMY, YTO J€BOYKA C IMOJTHOMN
CEPbE3HOCTHIO MPEATNOIAraia, 4YTo €€ 0Tl MOXUTHII 37101 BOJIK.

[ToTtom onm yexanu. DnuHOp mpuBena Merru B cniayibHiO. [71a3a y OeqHSKKHA CHOBA OBLIN
HOJIHBI CJIE3, U DIMHOP 3aX0TEJI0Ch YTEIIUTh AEBOUKY.

— B 371011 kOMHaTe crana TBOS MaTh. — DTO ObLIO, BEPOSITHO, XY/IIEE U3 TOrO, YTO MOXHO
OBLIIO CKa3aTh B TAKOM CUTyallMH, IO3TOMY OHa ObIcTpo 1oOaBuia: — [lounraii uto-HUOYAb, €CIIN HE
CMOXEILIb 3aCHYTh. — DJIMHOP OTKAILIUISUIACh U MOLILIA K ce0e B KOMHATY 110 TEMHOMY ITyCTOMY JIOMY.

[Touemy oH BApYT MOKa3ajcs el TaKUM OrPOMHBIM M COBEPILEHHO MyCThIM? 3a BCE T€ TOJbI,
YTO OHA TMPOXHJIA B ITOM JIOME, HUYETO IMOI00HOTO HE MPUXOAMIIO € B TOJIOBY, € HE Ka3aloCh
CTPaHHBIM, YTO 32 BCEMU 3TUMU JABEPbMH €€ JKJaIN TOJIbKO KHUTH. [Ipomuio yxe MHOTO JIET ¢ TeX
1Op, KaKk B 3TUX KOMHAaTax U KOPUJOpax OHA Urpajia ¢ cecTpaMu B NpsTku. Kak TMX0 oHa ymena
OTKpBIBAaTh JABEPb U HE3aMETHO MPOKPAbIBATHCS B OUOINOTEKY. . .

Berep rpemen craBusimu. «boxe, st Beb HE CMOTY COMKHYTb IJ1a3», — ogyMaia IuHop. A
3aTeM OHa BCIIOMHMWJIA O KHUTE, KOTOpas ’kKJlajla €€ Ha IPUKPOBATHOM CTOJIMKE, U CO CMELIaHHBIM
YYBCTBOM PaJIOCTH U HEYUCTON COBECTU CKPBLIACH B CBOEH CIAJIbHE.
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KoBapHbIu noanor

Cmpawnas, eopvkas KHudcHas 0Oonesub odonesaem oywy. Kax
OMEP3UMENbHO OWYWams ces13b ¢ becqhopmerHol maccou, cocmosuyelt
u3 Oymaeu, nucomeHn u cmpadanuii mepmevix. He 6vi10 1u npasuivhee,
O1a2opooHee u OMeadCHee OCABUMb 8€Ch MO XI1AM U 8bIUMU 68 OONLULOL
MUpP C80O00HBIM, HUYEM He CTHECHEHHbIM, HeOOPA3Z0BAHHBIM CYNEPMEHOM?
C. Hzn. Ilepee3o oubruomexu

Toit Houbto Merru He crana. Kak Tonbko maru DIUHOP CTUXJIHM, OHA Mmobexana B KOMHATy
Mo.

OH emie He pacrakoBall CBOM BEIIM — €r0 CyMKa Ha Moy Oblia OTKpbITa. JIMIIb KHUTH U
HaJUIOMaHHas TUTMTKA [ITOKOJIa/1a JISKaJId Ha MPUKPOBATHOM CToIMKe. Mo 00oxai mokonani. Jaxe
CaMblii 3aCOXIINI MIOKONAAHBIN AeI-MOPO3 HE MOT YyBCTBOBAaTh ce0si B 0€30MacCHOCTH, HAXOSCh
psoM ¢ HUM. Merru OTJIOMHIIa OAHY JOJIbKY M OTIpaBUja B POT, HO OH ObUT COBEpPIICHHO 0e3-
BKYCHBIM U OTJaBaJ JIUIIb IPYCTHIO.

Merru nerna Ha KpoBaTh U 3a0paiach moa oaessio Mo. OHO ObUTIO XOJOAHBIM, a OAYIIKA
ellle He yCIeNa MepeHsTh ero 3amax M raxja MOIOLIUM CPEICTBOM U KOHAULIMOHEPOM JJIsl OEIbsl.
Merru cynyna o Hee pyky. Jla, oHa Obia Tam: He KHUra — dotorpadus. Merru BeITaluIa ee.
D10 OBUI MOPTPET €€ MaTepU, OH BCETAA Jiexkal moj noxyukoir Mo. Korna ona 6bu1a ManeHbKOM,
TO Bepuia, 4To Mo mpuaymaeT eif Mamy, MOTOMY 4TO OH TOBOPHJI, YTO OHA IMOHPABUIIACH ObI €.
OH paccka3bIBall 0 HEM yIUBUTENIbHbIE UCTOPHUHU.

— A onHa MeHs ro0mIa? — cpairBalia Torna Merru.

— OueHb.

— A e ona?

— Eif npuioch NOKUHYTH HAC, Koraa Tede ObLIo Tpu roja.

— IHouemy?

— IIpocTo oHa momkHa Obla yexaTb.

— Jlanexo?

— OueHb majexo.

— Ona ymepna?

— Her. YBepen, uro Her.

Merru npuBbIKJIa, YTO HA MHOTHE BONIPOCHl Mo J1aBaji cTpaHHbIE OTBETHI. B gecsTh et oHa
BEpHJIa y’KEe HE B Ty MaMy, uTo mpuayman Mo, a B Ty, uTo yexana. A moka Mo ObL1 psIoM, OHA HE
0COOCHHO CKyuaja [0 MaTepH.

Ho teneps u ero He Obu10 psigoM. U ona 6bu1a onHa ¢ DMUHOP.

Merru BbITalIMIa U3 CyMKU cBUTEp MO M YTKHYJIACch B HEro JMIoM. Bo Bcem BuHOBara 3ta
KHMIa, He repectasas TBepauia oHa. [louemy on He otnan ee Caxepyky? MHOr1a THEB IOMOTAET,
KOIZIa TPYCTh MEUIaeT HaWTh BeIXoJ. Ho moToM y Merru cHOBa MOTEKIIM CE€3bl, U OHA 3aCHYJA C
COJICHBIM IIPUBKYCOM Ha r'y0ax.

Korz[a OHa PE3KO IIPOCHYJIACH B IIOTY, CEPALEC €€ KOJIOTUIIOCH, U BCC BEPHYJIIOCH Ha3all: MYyiK-
YHWHBI B YCPHOM, I'OJIOC Mo u ITIyCTbIHHAA yJIUIa. «s HOﬁl[y €ro UCKaThb, — AymMalia Merru. — Z[a, A
TaK U CACTIAar0». 3a OKHOM 3apAeCi pacCBET — €1IC HEMHOI'0, 1 B3OI>'I,Z[6T COJIHIC. qume BCEro OBLIO
OBl HCYC3HYTH 0 IEPBLIX queﬁ COJIHIA.

Ha CTYJIC BO3JIC OKHA BUCCJIa KYPTKa MO, CJIOBHO OH TOJBKO YTO €€ CHsI. Merru BeITaniuna
6YM8.)KHI/IK —eu HaBCPHIKaA HOHEII[O6HTC$I ACHBI'U, IIOTOM KPAAy1UCH z[o6panaCL a0 CcBOEH KOMHATHhI,
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YTOOBI B35ITh C COO0I HEKOTOPBIE BELLIU — TOJIBKO CaMO€ HEOOXOAMMOE: KOE-UTO U3 OJEXK bl U POTO-
rpaduto Mo, Ha koTopoii oHr BMecTe. C ee TOMOIIBI0 MOXKHO paccripamuBaTrh o Hem. CBO# CyH-
Jy4OK OHa, KOHEYHO, OCTaBUT 3/1ech. CHauaja oHa XOTela COpATaTh €ro Mo KpoBaThlo, HO IIOTOM
pelmia HanucaTh JIUHOP 3aIMUCKY.

«Jloporas DnuHop», — Hanucana OHa, XOTs 3TO 0OpaIlleHUE HE OUYEHB-TO MOJIXOIUI0 DIUHOP,
¥ 3alyMaJiach HaJl TeM, KaK K Heil 00paIiaThCst — Ha «BbD» WK Ha «TbD». «Hy ma nagHo, — mogymana
OHa, — K TETYIIKaM MOXXHO 00pamiaTrbcs W Ha «ThI», TaK Mpouie». «5 MoKHA OTHPaBUTHCS Ha
MOMCKHU CBOETO OTIIA, — MPOI0JIKaia oHa. — He 6ecriokorics 3a MeHs1. — XOTsI Bpsi JIM DIUHOP HA 3TO
cnocoOHa. — [Ipoiry Tebs, He 3asiB/IAi B HOJIMULMIO 110 IOBOLY MOET0 NCYE3HOBEHMSI, B IPOTUBHOM
cllydae MEHs BEpHYT Ha3aj. B 3ToM simuke HaxonaTcs Mou modoumbie KHUTH. K cokanenuto, s He
MOTY B3STh UX ¢ coO0#. [loxkanyiicTa, mpUriisIu 3a HUIMH — s UX 3a0€py, KaK TOJIBKO PasbIIly OTIIA.
Cnacu6o. Merru.

P.S. MHe TOYHO M3BECTHO, CKOJILKO B SIIUKE KHHUIY.

[locnennee mpeninokeHWE OHA BBHIYEPKHYJA — OHO TOJIBKO Pa3o3iuiIo Obl DIMHOpP, U KTO
3HAET, YTO OHA CJEJIaeT C 3TUMU KHUraMu. Bo3M0OXKHO, OHa UX IPOAACT, BEJb Y KaXA0HM U3 HUX ObLI
3aMeuaTeIbHBIA MeperieT, u3rororieHHblii Mo. Hu onun, nmpaBaa, He ObuT KOKaHBIM — Merru He
XOTEJIOCh IPU YTEHUH TyMaTh O TOM, YTO paJiy MepersieTa ¢ Kakoro-HUOyb TeJIeHKa WM CBUHbU
coapanu koxy. K cuacteio, Mo nmonuman ee. OH pacckasbiBai €if, 4TO MHOTO BEKOB Ha3aj Iepe-
IUICTHI JUII 0COOCHHO IIEHHBIX KHUT JeJIali U3 KOXKU HepoauBmuxcs tenst: Charta virginea non
nata — KpacuBO€ Ha3BaHUE ISl Y>KaCHOM BelllH.

— U B 3THX KHUTrax, — roBopui1 Mo, — ObIJI0 MHOTO MYZPBIX CJIOB O JIFOOBU U 100poTe.

[Takys Bem, Merru u30 Bcex CHUJI MbITAJIACh HU O YEM HE JyMaTh, IOTOMY YTO 3HaJIa, YTO
BCE €€ MBICIIU CBEIYTCs K oqJHOMY: «I 1ie e ero uckarb?» To U 1710 OHa IbITajgach OTOPOCUTD ATY
MBICJIb, HO B KOHLIE€ KOHI[OB OCTaHOBUJIACh U IIOCMOTpEa Ha JOBEPXY HAIIOJHEHHYIO CyMKyY. BHYT-
peHHUII rojioc menTai Bce rpomue u rpomue: «Hy, ckaxu, rae Tel cobupaenibes ero uckars? Jlyma-
€lllb, ThI JAJIEKO CMOXKELIb YUTH, MTOKa TeOs HEe CXBaTUT monauuus? JIBeHa uaTHUIETHSS JEBOYKA C
CYMKOM B pyKe U HeNpaBoI10100HOI UCTOprEl O MPOIABILIEM OTLE U UCUE3HYBILEH MaTepu».

Merru Kpenko 3aKpbula pyKaMH YIIM U MOTpACa TOJ0BOH, 4TOOBI rosoc 3amondai. OHa
BBIHECJIa B KOPUAOP CYMKY, KOTOpasi OKa3ajiach O4eHb TsDKeJIol. Merru oTkpbLia ee u BblOpocuia
BCE B KOMHATY, OCTaBHB TOJIbKO CBUTEP, KHUTY (10 KpaliHel Mepe o/iHa KHUra Obl1a HeoOXoauma),
¢dororpaduro u oymaxxHuk Mo. Takyio cyMKy OHa cMoIa Obl HECTH CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO MOTPeOy-
eTcsl.

Merru TUXOHBKO CITyCTHJIACH I10 JIECTHULIE C CYMKOM B OJJHOW PYKE U € 3alUCKON JIsl Diu-
HOp B ApYyroil. YTpeHHee CONHIIE YXKe IPOOUBAIOCH CKBO3b IIEJU CTaBHEH, HO B OOJIBIIOM JJIOME
OBLIO TaK THXO, YTO Ka3aJI0Ch, OyATO Jake KHUTU Ha IOJIKAX YCHYJIH, JIMIIb U3 CHAJIbHU DIMHOP
JOHOCWJICSI TUXUHM call. Merru xorena CyHyTh 3allUCKy IOJ JBEPb, HO OHA HE MPOCOBHIBAIACH.
Merru 3agymanach U HajJlaBuiia Ha pydky JiBepHu. B cnanbHe DnuHOp ObLIO CBETII0, HECMOTPS Ha
3aKpbIThie cTaBHU. Bozne kpoBatu ropena jiaMia — DIMHOP HaBepHsKa yuTana nepex cHoMm. OHa
Jekajia Ha CIIMHE C IPUOTKPBITHIM PTOM M Xpariena, CIOBHO o0Opalaiach K TUIICOBBIM aHIelaM,
CBHUCABLINM C [IOTOJIKA, U IPKUMaJIa K IpyAu KHUTY. MerTu TyT ke y3Halla ee.

Cnenas JBa 11ara, OHa OKa3ajlach BO3JI€ KPOBATH.

— Otkyna oHa y Te0s1? — 3aKpuyalia IeBOUKa U pBaHyjla KHUTY U3 OTSKEJIEBILIMX OTO CHA PYK
OAuHOP. — DTO KHUTra MOEro orual

DIUHOP BIPYT MPOCHYJNACk, OyATo Merru miecHyina eil B IO ropsiaeid BOJbI.

— Tel ykpana ee! — kpuuana Merru, BHe ceds OT sipocTH. — Thbl mo3Basia 3TUX 6aHAuTOB. Thl
u 3toT Kanpukops, Bbl ¢ HUM 3a01HO0! Thl OpraHn3oBajia MOXMILEHUE MOETO OTLA, U KTO 3HAET,
yT0 ThI caenana ¢ Caxepykom! Thl xoTena noy4uTh KHUTY € caMoro Hadania! 5l 3ameTuiia, 4yTo Thl
CMOTpeJIa Ha Hee TaK, CJIOBHO OHa »uBasi! MoxeT ObITh, OHAa CTOUT MWJIJIMOH, WJIU JIBa, UJIU TPH. ..
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OIMHOP MoJIya cujeNia B KpOBaTH U paccMaTpuBaja LIBETOYKH Ha CBOEH HOUHOM COpOUKe.
Tonpko korna Merru 3amonuana, YToObl IEPEBECTU JbIXaHUE, OHA HAPYIIUJIa MOJTYaHUE.

— To1 3akoHumMNIa? — cupocusia oHa. — Mnu Te1 coOupaenibecst Kpuyarhb 3€Ch 10 CMEPTH?

Ee ronoc 3Byu4ai, kak Bceraa, pe3ko, HO B TO K€ BPEMsI B HEM UyBCTBOBAJIUCH YIPbI3EHUS
COBECTH.

— 51 coobmry 06 3TOoM B monumuio! — BEIKpUKHYIa Merru. — Sl ckaxy, 4To 3TO THI yKpasa
KHUTY H 9TO T€OS CIIEAYET JOMPOCUTH, YTOOBI BEISICHUTB, TJI€ HAXOJUTCS MOW OTeIl.

— Oty KHUTY U TeO 5 cnacial

DIMHOP BCTalla ¢ KPOBATH, MOJOILIA K OKHY M OTKpbLIa CTaBHU.

— Heyxenu? A uyto Teneps ¢ Mo? — cHoBa 3akpuyana Merru. — Yto OyaeT, Koria oHU 3ame-
TAT, UTO OH OTAAJ UM He Ty KHUTY? TbI Oyziens BUHOBATA, €CJIM OHU YTO-HUOYIb CAETA0OT C HUM.
Caxepyk roBopuit: «KanpukopH yObeT ero, eciii OH He OTAacT eMy KHUTY». OH yObeT ero!

DnUHOP BBICYHYJIA TOJIOBY M3 OKHA, IITYOOKO B3ZI0XHYJIAa U 00EPHYIIACh.

— Yenyxa! — pazapaxeHHO cka3ana oHa. — Tbl yepecuyp J0BepsEIIb BCEMY TOMY, YTO pac-
CKa3bIBaJ TeOE ATOT INIOTATENb CIUYEK. SICHO OZHO: ThI IEPEUUTAIIA TPUKITIOUYEHYECKUX PACCKA30B.
3auem UM youBaTh TBoero oTia? OH 4TO, TAWHBIN areHT Wi onacHbld 6aHAUT? OH pecTaBpupyeT
CTapble KHUTU. JTO He Ta npodeccusi, KoTopas CBsi3aHa ¢ pUcKoM s ku3Hu! S mpocto xorena
U3yUYUTh KHUT'Y B CIIOKOMHOM 00CTaHOBKE — BOT U Bce. ToIbKO MOATOMY s ee nmoamMeHwia. Morna
JIM 5 3HATh, YTO MMOCPEIN HOUH 3asBSTCS ATH TPOMUIIBL, 9TOOBI OTOOpaTh y TBOEro orua kHury? OH
pacckazajg MHE TOJIbKO O TOM, YTO KaKOH-TO CyMacIIEIIINNA KOJJIEKIIMOHEP YK€ MHOTO JIET yIpo-
XKaeT eMy u3-3a 370l kHuru. OTKyga MHe ObLIO 3HaTh, YTO 3TOT KOJJIEKLIMOHEP HE OCTAHOBUTCS
nepes Kpake co B3JI0MOM M IOXHIleHHeM yesoBeka? [laxke MHEe HUKOIAa He MPUILIO Obl Takoe
B rosioBy. Hy, paau ToJIbKO OTHOM WM ABYX KHMI.

— Ho Bexp Caxepyk roBoprit 06 3ToM. OH cKkasaj, 4To OHHU ero yobror! — Merru obenmu
pyKaMH C>KMMajla KHUTY, CJIOBHO IBITasCh HE BBIIYCTUTh OCTAaBILIEECS B HEH HECUACThE HApPYXKY.
E#t mouynuncs ronoc Caxepyka. — M Kpuk U TpeneT KpbUIbEB, — LIENTala OHA, — JUI HEro HET
IIPUATHEHN 3pEuILa.

—Yr1o? O KOM 3TO ThI TaM FOBOPUIIIL? — DIMHOP ceJia Ha Kpail KpOBaTH U MPUTSIHYJA K cee
Merru. — Trl pacckaxkenis MHE ceiyac Bce, 4To 3Haemb 00 stom. Hy, napaii.

Merru OTKpbLia KHUTY U IIEPEIMCThIBAIA CTPAHULIBI IO TEX TOP, [TOKA HE Hallljla 3arJIaBHYIO
OykBy «K», Ha KOTOpOI1 cuzeln 3Bepek, OueHb MoXoxkuil Ha [ BuHa.

— Merru! f xe ¢ ToOo# pasroBapuBaro! — DIIMHOP pE3KO CXBaTWia € 0O0EMMHU PyKaMH 3a
wieyn u norpscia. — O KoM Tel ceiiyac ropopusa?

— O KanpuxkopHe.

Merru TonbKO MporenTana ero ums. Eif kazanock, 4to kaxaas OykBa ero UMEHH TauT B ce0e
OIACHOCTb.

— Kanpuxops, a nanpue? 91o uMs 5 y’Ke HECKOJIBKO pa3 oT Te0s ciblana. Hy a kro, uept
noOepH, STO TaKoi?

Merru 3aKkpbliia KHUTY, IPOBEJIa PyKOH IO MEPEIIETY U pacCMOTPEIA €ro CO BCEX CTOPOH.

— Ha neli HeT Ha3BaHMs, — IPOrOBOpHUIIA OHA.

— Hu Ha neperuieTe, HU BHYTPH. — DJIHMHOP BCTaJa U TMOIONUIA K IiaTsHoMy mikady. — Ecth
MHOTO KHUT, Ha3BaHUE KOTOPBIX y3HAEIllb HE cpa3y. B KOHIle KOHII0B, TOMEUIAaTh €r0 Ha MepeIieTe
— 3TO OTHOCHUTEIBHO HOBBII 00bIuaii. Bo BpeMeHa, Korjja KHUIM MeperieTait TakK, YTO KOPEHIoK
B/IaBaJICS BHYTPh, HA3BaHUE HAXOIWIOCH CHAPYKH, Ha OOKOBOM YacTH KHIKHOTO OJI0Ka, HO Yalle
BCEr0 €ro MOXKHO OBbLIO y3HAaTh, JUIIb OTKPHIB KHUTY. [103ke meperieTynkyu Hay4usIuch J1enarhb
HOJYKPYTJIbIE KOPEILIKHU, KyAa U IEPEKOYEBaIo Ha3BaHUE.

— Ha, s 31a10! — Herepnenuso 3asiBuwiia Merru. — Ho 3To He coBceM crapast kHura. S 3Hato,
KaK BBIIVISIIAT CTapble KHUTH.

DnuHOp Opocuiia Ha Hee HACMEIUIMBBIA B3IVIS.
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— Oi, m3Bunu! S 3a0ba, 9TO TH Yy HAC HACTOSIIMK KcnepT. Ho ThI mpaBa: 3Ta KHHTa HE
o4yeHb cTapas. OHa NOSBUIIACh OKOJIO TPULIATH BOCBMH JIeT Ha3al. [loucTuHe cMenHoi Bo3pact
JUTSL KHATH! — DJIMHOP Mcyeslia 3a OTKphITOM aBepiiei mkada. — Ho y Hee Bce e ecTh Ha3BaHUE:
oHa Ha3bIBaeTcs «UepHuinbHOE cepauey. [lymaro, TBOI OTell neperuien ee Tak HaMEpEHHO, YTOObI
HEBO3MOYKHO OBLIO y3HATH I10 MEPEIIETY, YTO 3TO 33 KHUTA. M eciiu 3arisiHyTh B Hee, TO Ha3BaHHE
HE HalJIelIb U HA IEPBOM CTPAHMIIE — OH MMPOCTO BbIPE3al €€.

Hounas copouka DnuHop ynana Ha KoBep, U Merru yBujiena, Kak ee rojible Horu oonadainch
B UYJIKH.

— MBI TOTKHBI CHOBA OOPATHTHCS B TOJIUIUIO, — CKa3alia IeBOYKa.

— 3auem? — DnmHOp HaOpocHia Ha JBepIly IKada cBOi mynoBep. — UTo Thl coOMpaembes
UM pacckazatb? Thl UTO, HE BHJIENA, KaK T€ JJBOE CMOTPEIM Ha HAc Buepa? — DIMHOP U3MEHMIIA
rosnoc: — «Hy, kak xe Bce 310 mpowusouuio, rocrnoxa Jlopenan? Kro-to BopBajics K BaM B JJOM
IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK Bbl U3 JOOPBIX MOOYKAECHUI BBIKIIOUWINA CUTHAIM3auui0. M 3ty ymensle rpadu-
TEJIN YHECIH C COOO0H OJHY-CIMHCTBEHHYIO KHHTY, XOTs B Ballei OMOIMOTEKE €CTh KHUTH IICHOM
B HECKOJIbKO MUJIJIMOHOB, U YBEJIH C COOOM OTIA ATON JEBOYKHU, XOTSI OH CaM MPEAJIOKUI COIPO-
Boxkziath ux! Hamo e, kak unrepecuno! U »tu mronu padotatot Ha Hekoero Kanpukopna. Paszse 3to
HE Ha3BaHUE acTPOJIOTMYECKOTrO 3HaKa?» l'ocrnoau, 1eBouka Mosi. — DJIMHOP CHOBA MOSBUJIACH U3-
3a aBepisl mkada. Ha Helt Oblia oTBparuTenbHas KiaeTdaras 100ka U O€KeBbIN IMyJIOBEp, B KOTO-
pOM OHa BhIIVIsiAENa OJeIHOM Kak MpoCcThIHs. — Bee, KTo kuBeT Bo3je o3epa, U 0e3 TOro CYUTaroT
MEHSI HEHOPMaJIBHOM, a €CJIM Mbl MIOIIeEM € 3TOM MCTOpUEH elle pa3 B MOJULUIO, B OKpyre OyayT
TOBOPHTH, UTO 51 OKOHYATENIBHO CIIsATHIIA. M 3TO cTaso Obl emle OMHIM JJOKa3aTeIbCTBOM TOTO, UTO
CTPacTh K KHUTaM HU K Y€MY XOPOLIEMY HE MPUBOJIUT.

— To1 ogeBaenibest kak 0alyika, — ckazana Merru.

DNMHOp OITyCTHIIA TIa3a Ha FOOKY | ITYJIOBED.

— Cnacub6o, — ckazana oHa. — Ho koMmMeHTapuu o Moell BHEIIHOCTU HexxenareabHbl. Kpome
TOTO, 51 MOIJIa OBI ICHCTBUTENHLHO OBITH TBOCH 0alymikoid. Eciii ObI mpUIoKHIa HEMHOTO YCHITHIA.

— Tr1 korna-HuOyAb OblIa 3aMyskeM?

— Her. A 3auem? He mora ObI THI TiepecTarh 3a/1aBaTh MHE BOIPOCHI IUYHOTO Xapakrepa?
PasBe oter He roBopui Tede, 4TO ITO HEMPUIMYHO?

Merru 3amonyana. OHa caMa He 3Hana, HoYeMy 3ajana DIMHOP BCE 3TU BOIPOCHI.

— Omna Benb OYEHb LIEHHAs, 1a? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— «YepHunbHOE cepaue»? — DIMHOP B3sja Yy Merru KHUTY, mpoBesia 1o nepervieTy pyKoi
U BepHyna ee. — Jlymaro, na. XoTs Thl HE HalAEIIb €€ HU B OJJHOM KAaTajore WIN CIHCKE LIEHHBIX
KHUT, HU OTHOTO SK3EMIUIAPA 3TOTO U3AaHUs. S, MeX Ty IPOYMM, KOE-4TO BBISICHIIIA 00 3TOM KHHTE.
OnMH KOJJIEKIMOHEP MPEIOKUI Obl TBOEMY OTI[Y MHOT'O-MHOTI'O JCHET, IOTOMY UTO, 10 CIIyXaM,
y HEro oCTaJiCi €IUHCTBEHHBIN SK3EMILUIAP. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 3TO HE TOJIBKO pelKas, HO U OYEHb
Xopomiast KHUra. Sl Hu4ero He MOT'y CKa3aTh 10 3TOMY ITOBOly — BU€pa HOUbIO s OCHIINJIA HEe Ooliee
necsiTka crpanuil. Kak Tonpko nosiBuiach nepsast ges, s TyT ke yCHyna. MeHsl HUKOria He MHTepe-
COBAJIM 3TH UCTOPUH NP0 (eif, THOMOB M BCEX UM MOAOOHBIX, XOTS 51 OBl TOCTABUJIA B Ca/Ty TAPOUKY
THOMOB.

OnuHOp mojonuIa K JABEpIe ImKada — OYEBHIHO, OHA paccMmarpuBajia ceOs B 3epkaje.
[Toxoxe, 3amMmeuanne Merru 1no noBoay ee rapJepooa 3azeno ee.

— la, s tymaro, OHa OY€Hb LIEHHas, — IOBTOPUJIA OHA 33 JyMYUBO, — XOTS [IPO HEE yXKE BCE
3a0butn. Bpsia nu kTo-TO 3HAeT, 0 ueM B Hel peub. Jlaxe B 6ubnuorekax ee HeT. Ho Bpems ot
BPEMEHH MOSIBIIAIOTCS CIIYXH, YTO APYTUX IK3EMIUISIPOB HET IPOCTO NMOTOMY, YTO OHH OBLIIM MOXHU-
menbl. [Tono3pesato, uto 310 epyHAa. VMcueszaroT He TONBKO KUBOTHBIE U PACTEHUS, HO U KHUTH.
K coxkanenuro, Takoe ciayyaeTcsi HE Tak YK peko. MokHO ObLI0 OBl CTO BOT TAaKUX JIOMOB HamoJj-
HUTH MCYE3HYBIIMMH KHUTAMH. — DIIMHOP 3aKpbUia ABepily ImKada u OECIOKOWHBIMHU MaIbIlaMU
B30111a BOJIOCHI. — HackosIbko MHE N3BECTHO, aBTOP 3TOW KHUTH €LIE )KUB, HO OH, BEPOSITHO, HUYETO
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HE cJiesai Uisl TOoro, YTo0bl KHHUTa OblTa Tiepen3nana. MoxeT ObITh, eMy 3Ta UCTOpPHS OOJbIIE HE
HpPaBUTCS WIM KHUTA TaK IUIOXO MPOJABaIach, YTO OH HE CMOT HAMTH M3/1aTEIHCTBO, TOTOBOE €€
onyonaukoBath. [la mano au uto?

— 51 Bce-Taku Jymaro, 9TO MX MOXHINAIN HE W3-3a IICHHOCTH, — IpoOopMoTana Merru.

— Her? — paccmesnacs DnuHop. — boxe Moif, Tbl 104b CBOETO O0TLA. MOpTHUMEpP TOXKE HE MOT
MIOBEPHTH B TO, YTO JIFOIY COBEPIIAIOT HEOIATOBHUIHBIC MTOCTYIKH TOJILKO M3-3a JICHET, BEPOSATHO,
IIOTOMY, YTO JICHBT'H JUUISI HETO CaMOT0 HE MMEIOT OOJIBIIOTO 3HAYECHUS. A ThI IPEACTABISICIIb, KAKYIO
[IEHy MOXKET UMETh OJlHA KHHTa?

Merru ¢ paszapakeHHeM IMOCMOTpeIa Ha Hee.

— Jla. Ho s Bce paBHO cuMTar0, 4TO 3TO HE OBLIO NPUUYMHON MOXUIIECHHUS.

— A Bor s Tak cuutato. U Illepnok Xonmc cormacuics 661 co MHOH. Thl unTana npo Hero?
3ameuarenbHble KHUTH. OCOOCHHO KOTZIa 32 OKHOM HJIET JIOXKb.

Onunop Hanena tydun. st ee pocta y Hee ObUIM YIUBUTEILHO MAJICHHKUE CTYTTHH.

— MoseT ObITb, C 3TOM KHUTOM CBsi3aHA KaKasi-TO TailHa. — Merru 3a;yMYuBO MpoBeJa mnajb-
[[aMH IO CTPaHHUIIAM.

— A, TBI UMeelb B BUAY YTO-TO BPOJE HEBUAMMBIX IMOCIIAHUHA, HATUCAHHBIX JTMMOHHBIM
COKOM, WJIM KapTy ¢ 0003HAaYeHHBIMU HA HEH COKPOBHIIAMH, KOTOpasi CKPBIBACTCS B OJHOH U3
WUTIOCTPALUi, — SI3BUTENBHO CKa3ajia DIIUHOP.

— A nouemy Obl ¥ HeT? — Merru 3axJ0nHy/la KHUTY U CyHYJa €€ MOJ MBIIIKY. — 3a4eM UM
Torna nonagoouicst Mo? VM 66110 ObI JOCTATOYHO M KHUTH.

DIUHOD MOXKaJIa MJICYaMH.

«Kak >xe oHa MOIIa MpU3HATHCS MHE B TOM, YTO HE IMOJAyMasia 00 3TOM, — MPE3PUTEIHLHO
roBopmiia cede Merru. — [IpocTo mpaBoTa Bcerna 10KHA OBITh HA €€ CTOPOHEY.

DnMHOP MOCMOTpENia Ha AEBOYKY TaK, CIIOBHO IPOYHUTAJIA €€ MBICIIH.

— 3naems uto? [IpounTaii ee cama, — ckazana oHa. — MokeT ObITh, Thl HalJIelIb B HEU TO,
YTO, HA TBOHM B3I, HE OTHOCUTCS K IMOBECTBOBaHMIO. [lapa IMIIHKX CIOB Tam, mapa JIMIIHUX
OykB csaM... M mgaumib, coOepels BOEAUHO TallHOE MOCIAaHKe, YKa3aTreiab K cokpoBuinaM. Kto
3HAET, CKOJIbKO BPEMEHH IPOWJIET, TOKAa TBOW OTEll BEpHETCs, a TeOe Hy)KHO KaKOe-TO 3aHSATHE,
4yTOOBI YOUBATh BpeMs.

He ycmienna Merru ckazaTh 4TO-TO B OTBET, KaK DIMHOP MOAHSIIA C TI0JI1a 3AITHCKY, JIS)KABIIYIO
BO3JI€ KPOBATH. ITO OBLIO MPOIIAILHOE MUCEMO MerTu — 0Ha, JOJKHO ObITh, 0OPOHMIIA €T0, YBH-
JIeB B pyKax DIMHOP 3aBETHYIO KHUTY.

—UYro 370 emie Takoe? — HAXMYpPUB J100, CIPOCHIIa DITUHOP, KOT/Aa IPOYUTAala 3aUCKy. — Thl
cobupanack uckath cBoero orua? e, paau Bcero cestoro? Thl eme Oojiee cymaciieAas, 9eM
S Iymaiia.

Merru npuxana k cede «YepHUIbHOE CepLe».

— A KTo OyZHeT ero uckarb, KpoMe MeHs? — cKa3aja oHa.

VY Hee HavYau IPOKaTh I'yObl, 1 OHA HUYETO HE MOTJIA C STHM IOJIeIaTh.

— Hy, ecniu yx Ha To mouuio, To Mbl OyJieM UCKaTh €ro BMecTe! — Bo3pasuia el DIuHop. —
Ho cnavana nanum eMy BO3MOXXKHOCTh CaMOMY BepHYThCs. Vmm ThI TyMaenb, oH OyIeT paj, Koraa
Y3HAET, 4TO ThI MOILIA HCKATh €TO 110 CBETY?

Merru nokadasna rojloBoi, BCe MOIUIBLIO y Hee Nepe] IIa3aMu, U 110 IIeKe OTEKIIa clie3a.

— Hy nanno, Teneps Bce MPOSICHUIOCH, — HEPBHO MTPOU3HECIA DIHMHOP, MPOTATHBast Merru
IIaTOK. — BeICMOpKaiics, U MONAEM 3aBTPAKATh.

Omna =He BbIycKana Merru u3 A0My, IOKa Ta He Chella Kycodek xje0a M He BBIMUIA CTaKaH
MOJIOKA.

— 3aBTpaK — caMblif TIIaBHBINA PUEM ITUIIH, — 3asiBIJIA OHA, HAMAa3bIBasti ce0e MaciIoM TPEeTUi
Kycok xje0a. — 5l He xo4y, 4TOOBI IPU BCTpeUe ThI paccKaszalia OTIy, YTO s MOpwia TeOs 3/1ech
TOJIOZIOM.
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Merru IMponIoTuJIa CJI0Ba, KOTOPEIMU OHA XOTCJIa OTBETHUTDH 3J'H/IHOp, BMECTE C OCTaBIIHMMCs
KyCOUKOM XJie0a 1 moOeskana BO JBOP C KHUTOA.
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JINloroBo nbBa

Hocnywaiime. (Bspocivie mozym nponycmums smom absay.) H ue
X0yy 2060pums 6am 3apanee, 4mo y 9moti KHueu mpazuieckuil koney. A yoce
CKA3AJL 8 CAMOM HAYaie, YMmo Mo MOsL 0OUMAs KHU2d, HO 8 Hell npou3otioem
MHO20 3714.
Y. I'onoman. Ipunuyecca-ueeecma

Merru cena Ha cKkaMeMKy 3a IOMOM, BO3JIe€ KOTOPOil BCe ellle CTOSsTU OOyINIeHHbIe (haKembl
Caxepyka. Huxorma ona He konebanach Tak JOITO, MPEXIE YeM OTKPHITh KHUTY. OHa Oosiiach
TOTO, YTO €€ OXKUJAN0. DTO ObLIO COBEPILIECHHO HOBOE 4yBCTBO. OHA ellle HUKOTIa HE UCTIBIThIBAIA
cTpaxa Imepeja TeM, 4To coonpaeTrcs pacckas3arh el kaura. Hao6opot, Merru Bcerja nepemnoHsio
JIOOOMBITCTBO U KHUTA C TAKOM JIETKOCTHIO MOTJIA YBIIEYb €€ B CBOM TAMHCTBEHHBIH MUP, YTO OHA
MOTJIa Ha4aTh YUTaTh €€ B CAMbI HETTOAXOAAIINI MOMEHT. OHM yuTaau ¢ Mo 3a 3aBTpakoM, U 13-
3a 3TOTO OH HE Pa3 ¢ OMO3JaHHEeM MTPUBOAMII €€ B IKoy. OHa YnuTana KHUTH O] TapToi, Ha OCTa-
HOBKAaX, MO/ OACSIIOM JI0 Te€X Mop, Moka Mo He CTSAruBaj ero U He TPO3ull el yOpaTh U3 ee KOMHAThI
BCE€ KHHUTH, YTOOBI OHA MOTJIa KaK CIIeAyeT BhIChINaThest. KoHeuHo, OH Obl HUKOT/IAa 3TOTO HE Ceall,
¥ OH 3HAaJ, YTO OHa 00 3ToM 3Hana. Ha mpoTshkeHnH HECKOMbKUX THEH Be4epOM OHA MpsiTana KHUTY
O] MOYIIKY, YTOOBI OHA HAIIENThIBAa €l HOYbIO CBOU UCTOPHH, @ MO MOT MOYyBCTBOBATH ceOs
XOPOILUM OTIIOM.

DTy ke KHUTY OHa HU 3a uTo Obl He crpsTaja Mo MOAYIIKON HU3-3a cTpaxa mepes TeM, 4To
OHa MorJIa Obl el HamenTarb. Bce HecuacThsl, CIy4YHBIINECS 32 OTH TPH JIHS, TIOXOXKE, COIILIH C e
CTpPaHHULI, ¥, MOXKET OBbITh, 3TO OBLIIO BCETO JIUIIL TEHBIO TOTO Y)Kaca, KOTOPBIH kKAall €€ BICPEaH.

Ho, HecMoTpst HY Ha 4TO, OHA JOJIKHA ObLTa OTKPBITH €€. A T/e ele el uickatb Mo? DIMHOP
Obly1a IpaBa: MPOCTO TakK yoekaTh ObLII0 Obl 6€CCMBICIIEHHO. MerTH 10JKHA BO YTO OBl TO HU CTAJIO0
pa3bIcKaTh cienbl Mo cpenu cTpaHull « YHepHHIIBHOTO Cepray.

He ycnena ona OTKpBITh KHUTY, KaK yCIIbIIIaja 3a CIIMHON YbU-TO IIaTry.

— YV Tebs OyaeT coNHEUHBIN yaap, eciu Oyaelb CUAeTh Ha MaNAIIEM COJHIIE, — IPOU3HEC
3HAKOMBIH T'0JI0C.

Merru o6epHynach.

[Tepen ueii crosin Caxepyk. Ero ynpiOka Obuta Ha 3TOT pa3 €CTECTBEHHOM.

— AX, TOCMOTpPUTE, KaKOW CIOpIpHU3! — cKa3al OH, CKIOHUBIINCH HAJ HEH U YCTABUBIIUCH HA
PaCKpBITYIO KHUTY Y Hee Ha KOJIeHsIX. — Tak OHa eIe 37eCh, y TeOsl.

Merru pacTepssHHO CMOTpena Ha ero u3yBedeHHoe iuio. Kak oH Mor BecTu celsi, CJIOBHO
HUYEro HEe Mpou301uIo?!

— I'ne o1 66117 — Hauana ona. — OHM He npuxBaTUIK Tebs ¢ co00ii? A rne Mo? Kyna onu ero
yBe3nu? — SI3bIK IEBOYKHU €/1Ba LIEBEIUIICS, KOTIa OHAa MPOU3HOCHIIA 3TH CJIOBA.

Ho Caxepyxk He criemus ¢ OTBETOM U paccMaTpuBai KyCTbl BOKPYT, Oy[TO HUKOT/Ia HE BUEI
Hu4Jero nomooHoro. Ha HeM ObUIO MaNbTO, XOTA AEHD OBLI TEIILIM, HACTOJIBKO TEIUIBIM, YTO MOT
CBEPKAIOIIMMH KareJIbKaMu BBICTYIHI Y HEro Ha Joy.

— Her, oHu He B3ssIM MeHS ¢ cO00M, — cKa3aj OH HAKOHEIl U CHOBa OOpaTHJI CBOM B30p Ha
Merru. — Ho g Buzen, Kak OHU yexaJld BMECTE C TBOUM OTIOM. Sl Oexkall 3a HUMH 4epe3 KycTap-
HUK. J{lyma, uTo cBepHYy cebe 111et0, MYach 32 HUMU 10 3TOMY IPOKJISITOMY KOCOTOPY, HO BOBpeMs
MOJIOCTIEN K BOPOTaM M YBUJEIN, YTO OHU MOEXaIH B FOKHOM HarpasieHuu. KoHeuHo, s Ux y3Hall.
Kamnpukops nocnan cBouX JIy4iux Joaei, aaxe bacta Obl1 ¢ HUMH.

Barmsin Merru 3acTbut y Hero Ha ry0ax, CIOBHO Tak OHa MOIVIa ObICTpee BBIYAMTH y HETO
BCE MOJAPOOHOCTH.
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— Hy u?.. Tol 3Haemb, kyaa onu oree3nu Mo? — OT HeTepIieHus ee roiaoc Jpoxal.

— B nepesnto Kanpukopna, nymato. Ho g xoten B 3ToM ynoctoBeputhes... — Caxepyk CHsUI
NajgbTO M MOBECUJI €ro Ha ckameiiky. — [loaToMy s mpecnenoBan ux. S 3Haro, 6exarp Oerom 3a
MaIIMHOM TPOCTO HEJEMO, — CKa3all OH, Korjaa Merru moMopiuia 100, — HO s ObLI B TAKOU SIPOCTH.
Bce Obu1o HampacHo: s e Npeaynpekan Bac, 4YTo HaM HE CTOMJIO CloJa Mpueskarb... [lotom
MHE yAaJlOCh MOWMAaTh MOITYTKY, JOOPOCHBIIYIO MEHS JI0 TOTO MECTa, TJIe OHHU 3alpaBIIsUINCh, —
YEeTBEPO MYXKYMH B YEPHOM BBIIVISIICIHM HE CIHUIIKOM IPUBETINBO. [Ipomnuio He MHOTO BpeMEHH
C TOr0O MOMEHTA, KaK OHM yeXalu. Sl B3s Momen... Ha BPEeMs W TOIBITAJICS MPECIIEA0BaTh UX.
He cmoTpu Ha MeHsS Tak, MOXeIIb ObITh CIIOKOWHA, sI BO3BpaTui ero nmoroM. OH He ObUT OYCHb
OBICTPBIM, HO, K CYACTBIO, 3/I6Ch OYCHb MHOTO TIOBOPOTOB, 51 YBU/IET UX YK€ BHH3Y, B JIOJHHE,
a MHE MPHIIUIOCH €lIe MEeTIATh 10 CepIaHTUuHy. Y Torna s moHsuI, 9TO OHU BE3YT TBOETO OTIIA B
mrab-kBapTupy Kampukxopna. He B o1HO U3 yKpbITHII Ha ceBepe, a B caMO JIOTOBO JIbBA.

— B noroBo neBa? — nepecnpocunia Merru. — I'ne 310?

— IIpubnu3HuTeIHHO B TPEXCTAX KUIOMETPAX K 1ory orcioma. — Caxkepyk cen psaoM ¢ Hel
Ha CKaMeWKy | 3aXMypui miasa. — Hemaneko ot modepexns. — OH CHOBa MOCMOTpPEN HA KHHTY,
JexKaBIIylo y Merru Ha koneHsx. — Kanpukoph Oyfer pa3rHeBaH, KOT/ia yBUIUT, 9TO €My TIPUBE3IH
HE Ty KHHTY, — CKa3ajJ OH. — Sl TOJIbKO MOTY HaJIesITbCsl Ha TO, YTO €r0 pa30yapoBaHUE HUKAK HE
OTpa3UTCs Ha TBOEM OTIIE.

— Ho Mo Beap He 3HaI, 4TO 3TO OBLIA HE Ta KHUTA! DNuHOp TalHo noaMmenwmia ee! — M cHoBa
TI0 €€ JIMILY TEeKJIM ITH MPOKJIATHIE clie3bl. Merru mpoBesa pykaBoM 1o riazaM. Caxepyk momMop-
W JIOO ¥ MPHUCTaIbHO MOCMOTPEI Ha Hee, CIIOBHO HE 3HAJI, BEPHUTh el min HeT. — Eif xorenock
BCETO0 JIMIIb [TOJIUCTATh €€, TaKk OHa MHE cka3aya! Kuura Obuta y Hee B cnanbHe. Mo 3HaJI TOJNBKO O
TalfHUKe, B KOTOPHII OHA €€ TTOJIOKIUIIA, a TaK KaKk OHa ObLIa 3aBepHyTa B Oymary, TO OH He 3aMeTHI,
4yTO 3TO ObLIA HE Ta KHMra! A monu KanpukopHa Toxke HE IPOBEPSLIIH.

— Koneuno nert, a 3auem? — ['onoc Caxepyka ObUT UCIIOJIHEH TIpe3peHusi. — OHU HE yMEIOT
gutark. Kaura nis HUX He OOJbIIe M HE MEHBIIE, YeM JTro0ast Apyras Oymara. Kpome toro, oHn
NPUBBIKIIN K TOMY, YTO MM Jaf0T TO, YTO OHHU XOTSIT.

Ot crpaxa ronoc Merru 3a3Byuai NpOH3UTEIBHO.

— Thl nomxeH npuBe3TH MeHs B 3Ty AepeBHio! [loxkamyiicral — Monsiumu masamu oHa
ycraBuiach Ha Caxepyka. — Sl Bce 00bsicHio KanpukopHy. S oriam emy KHUTY, U OH OTITYCTHT
Mo. J1a?

Caxepyk »KMypHJI I71a3a Ha COJIHIIE.

— Hy xoHeuHo, — cka3ai oH, He s Ha Merru. — 3To Be/lb €IMHCTBEHHOE PEIICHHE. . .

BueszanHo 10 HUX JOHECCS roa0¢ DIUHOP.

— Koro 310 k Ham 3aHecno? — KpUKHYJa OHA, BBHIVISIHYB U3 OKHa CBOEHl cnaibHU. bienHo-
KETIThIC 3aHaBECKH Pa3BEBAJIMCh HAa BETPY, CIIOBHO B HUX 3aIyTajcs HEKUi qyx. — [morarens cnu-
YeK COOCTBEHHOM MEPCOHOM?

Merru Bckoumiia U obexaiia K Heid 1o Ta30Hy.

— DnuHOp, OH 3HAaeET, TAe Mo! — KpukHyna oHa.

— Heyxenu? — Dnunop, npuiypus miasa, nocMorpena Ha Caxepyka. — [lonoxxure KHUTY Ha
MecTo! — KpUKHY/Ia OHa eMy. — Merru, 3a0epu KHHTY.

Merru cmylieHHO oGepHyiach. «HepHuUIbHOE ceplue» OblIo AEHCTBUTEIBHO B pPyKax y
Caxepyka, HO He ycrena Merru mocMOTpeTh Ha HETO, Kak OH TYT K€ ITOJIOKHIIT KHUTY Ha CKaMeHKy
Y TIOJIMUTHYJ €1, OpOCHB 37101 B3IJIS] B CTOPOHY DIUHOP.

Merru poOko BepHyJIach K HEMY.

— Xoporo, s mpuBeAy Te0st K TBOEMY OTILY, Ja’Ke €CIIM 9TO MOXKET HaBJIedb HAa MEHs Oexy! —
IICTTHYJI OH e Ha yX0. — Ho 0OHa, — OH HE3aMETHO KUBHYJI TOJIOBOM B CTOPOHY DJIIMHOP, — OCTAHETCS
3neck. [lonsna?

Merru HeyBepeHHO MocMoTpesna Ha qoM. Han myxaiikoit paznasicst roinoc DIuHOp:
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— MHTepecHo, 4To OH Tebe TaM HamenTan?

Caxepyk npegocreperarolie B3NIssHYI Ha Merru, Ho OHa 3TOro He 3aMeTHJIa.

— OH xouet nmpuBe3TH MeHS K Mo! — KpuKkHyIa oHa.

— 3n0poBo! — KpuKHYJa B 0TBEeT DnuHOp. — S moeny ¢ Bamu! Jlaske ecimy Bl IPEIOWIN OBl
OTIPABUTKCS B IMyTh O3 MEHs!

— A kak mMoxet ObITh UHaue! — npomenTan Caxepyk, HEBUHHO yiblOasich DnuHop. — Kto
3HAET, MOXET, MBI CMO’KEM OOMEHSTH €€ Ha TBoero orua? KampukopHy HEe MOMEIIaeT erie OfHa
cirykanka. [0OTOBUTE OHa, IpaBnia, HE yMEET, HO, BO3MOXKHO, OHa OyZIeT CTHPATh Oelbe, ITyCTh STOMY
¥ HE y4aTr KHUTH.

Merru 3acMmesiiach, XOTS HE Moria MOHATH o nuny Caxepyka, UIyTUI OH WJIW TOBOPHI
CEPbE3HO.
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Tpyc

Joma! Dmu nackoevie OKIUKU U OCMOPOJCHbIE NPUKOCHOBEHUS,
nepedasasuiuecsi no 6030VXy, He3pUMble KPOXOMHble PYHUOHKU, KOMOpble
MSAHYIU U GNIEKIU €20 8 COBEPUIEHHO ONPeOeleHHOM HANPABLEHUU.

K. I'pam. Bemep 6 ueax

Caxepyk mpoOpancs B komHary Merru u yOeauscsi, 4To oHa cnuT. JIBepb Oblia 3amepra.
Hagepnsika DnuHOp yroBopuia ee cienarh 3T0, IOTOMY 4TO He JOBepsia eMy U MOToMy uTo Merru
HE XOTeJa OCTaBIATh «UepHunbHOE cepAte» 0e3 mpucMmoTpa. Caxepyk 3acMesiyics, BCTaBIIsAsSI TOH-
KYIO IPOBOJIOKY B 3aMOYHYIO CKBXKUHY. «Kak TTyrma 3Ta ®eHIIMHA, XOTh U POYUTAalIa TAK MHOTO
kHHUT! OHA BEPUT, 4TO 3TOT MPOCTOM 3aMOK JIJIsl MEHS TIperpaaa’y

— Jla, MOXXeT OBITh, JIJIl TAKMX HEJIOBKHUX ITAJIbIICB, KAK TBOM, DJIMHOP! — MpOIIEeNTal OH,
OTKpPBIBasi IBEPb. — A MOU C YIOBOJIBCTBHEM UTPAIOT C OTHEM, H [TI0O3TOMY OHH TaKUE MPOBOPHBIC.

Cumrmatusi, KOTOPYIO OH UCHBITHIBAI K Houepu BommeOHoro f3bika, Obliia cepbe3HbIM Mpe-
MSTCTBUEM, a YTPBI3EHUS COBECTH BOBCe He obneryanu ero 3aaady. [a, Caxxepyka Hauana My4uTh
COBECTb, KOTZIa OH mpoOpaiics B koMHaTy Merru. OH He coOupancsi yKpacTh y Hee KHUTY, XOTs
KanpukopH Bce erie xoten ee moyunTh. Kuura u nous BonmieOHoro fI3pika — TakuM OBLIO €ro
HOBOE 3a/1aHre. Ho moka oHO OTKJIaAbIBANIOCh. DTON HOYBIO OH MIPHUILIEN K HEH M0 APYTod MpUYKHE:
€ro MPUBEJIO TO, YTO YK€ MHOTO JIET IPHI3JIO €r0 Ceple.

OH 3aayMYHBO CTOSJI BO3JIE€ KPOBATH M pacCMaTpUBal CIAIIYIO I€BOUKY. Brinats ee otia
KamnpukopHy ObLII0 HE Tak CI0XKHO, a BOT ¢ Hell 3To Oyaet He mpocto. Ee nuuo nanmomunano Caxe-
PYKY OZIHOTO OY€HB JIOPOTOro ueioBeka. Kaxiplii pa3, korjaa AeBouka CMOTpelia Ha HETo, €0 OXBa-
TBHIBAJIO JKEJIaHUE J0Ka3aTh €i, YTO OH He 3aciIyXui ee HenoBepue. Ciel 3Toro HeA0BEpHs BCeraa
OBUI B €€ B3NIsA/IC, TaKe KOTJla OHA CMeslach HaJl HUM. Ee oTer] cMoTpen Ha Hee COBCeM Mo-Apy-
roMYy, KaKk OyJTO OBLJI TOTOB 3allIUTUTh €€ OT BCETO 3JI0T0 Ha cBeTe. «UTo 3a miymnas mbicib! Hukro
HE CMOXKET 3aIlMTUTE €€ OT ITOTOY.

CaxkepyK TpPHUKOCHYJICS K IIpamMaM Ha juile U nomopupwicsa. [Ipoub Bce 3TH HEHyKHbIE
MBICJIH, OH JIOCTaBUT KanpukopHy 1eBouYKy U KHUTY. HO HE 3TOM HOUBIO.

I'BuH moieBenusIcs y HEro Ha Iuiede, MbITasiCh COPBATh OIICHHUK — OH HE JIFOOMJ HU €O,
HU LIETIOYKY, KoTopyto Caxkepyk Hpuiaaui K OIIEHHUKY. 3BepeK XOTe OTIPABUTHCS HA OXOTY, a
Caxepyk He oTmyckan ero. [Ipomuioit Houblo KyHHIIa yOexkana OT HEro, KOria OH pa3roBapuBall ¢
moneMu Kampukopna. [TymumcTsiii yepreHok 10 cux nop 6osics bacty. Caxepyk HE MOT Ha HETO
00MKaThCA.

Merru cniajia KpermkuM CHOM, YTKHYBIIUCH B CBUTEDP (BEPOSATHO, OH MPHHAIICHKAI €€ OTILY).
Omna 6opmortana 4to-To Bo cHe, — Caxkepyk He Mor pa3oOparb, uTo UMEHHO. Ero cHoBa crana
MYUYUTh COBECTb, HO OH THAJ TATOCTHOE YYBCTBO Ipoub. OHO ObIJIO eMy He HyHO. Kakoe emy
JIEJ0 70 TOM JeBodku? Ja U ¢ OTIIOM €€ OH MpocTO CBOAMI cdeThl. C KaKoW CTaTH OH JOJDKCH
YyBCTBOBAaTh C€0sI MOJUIBIM HETOJISIEM, 3MeeM-TIpeareiemM?

Caxepyk orisaien KOMHary, oH uckan kHury. Kyna ona ee cmpsitana? PsagoM ¢ kpoBarbio
Merru CcTOsUT CYHTy4OK, BBIKpALICHHBINA KpacHOU Kpackoi. Caxkepyk MOAHST KpbIKY. CyHTydoK
ObLJT HAITOJTHEH KHUTAMHU, IPeKpacHbIMU KHUraMu. Cakepyk JOCTall U3 KapMaHa MajabTo GOHAPHK
Y IOCBETHJI BHYTPb.

— BbI TOIBKO TOCMOTpHTE! — TIporenTan oH. — Uto 3a kpacota! CI0BHO MBIITHO Pa30/ieThie
JlaMbl Ha 0ay y KHs3s!

BounmieOHbIi SI3bIK, BEpOSTHO, MEPEIIe KXy KHUTY 3aHOBO, IMIOCJIE TOTO KaK MaBYHKH
Merru pactpenanu cTapble neperuietsl. KoHedHo, TyT ObLT 1 €r0 3HaK — rofioBa equHopora. OH ObL1
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Ha BCEX KHIKHBIX IUIAThSX, KaXKJI0€ U3 KOTOPBIX UMEJIO CBOM HEMOBTOPUMBIN 1I[BET. B cyHayuke
OBLIM KHUTY IIOYTH BCEX IIBETOB PaIyTH.

Kuwura, xotopyto uckan Caxepyk, Jiexaia B caMoM Hu3zy. B cepeOpucro-3eneHom neperuiere,
OHa BBIIVIs/IEa OYE€Hb CKPOMHO, CJIOBHO HUILUN CPEIU POCKOLIHO OJETON 3HATH.

To, yto BonueOusiit SI3bIK HaIEIUI ATY KHUTY TAKUM CKPOMHBIM TyaJIeTOM, HUCKOJIBKO HE
yaueisuio Caxepyka. Ckopee Bcero, oTer; Merru HeHaBHeI 3Ty KHUTY TaK e CUIbHO, KaK JTF0OWIT
ee. Caxxepyk OCTOpPOXKHO BbITaIllnia ee. [Ipomio yxe noutu AeBsTh JIET, KaK OH B MOCIEAHUN pa3
JiepKall ee B CBOMX pykax. Torza oHa Obliia B KApTOHHOM MEPETIETE U B CYTIEpOOTI0KKE, TOPBAHHOM
BHU3Y.

Caxepyk MoHsUI ToJI0BY. MeTTH B3ZI0XHYa ¥ TIOBEPHYJIACch Ha OOK, TaK YTO €€ COHHOE JIUIO
Ob110 OoOparieHo kK Hemy. Kakoit HecuacTHO# BeITsiena neBouka!l HaBepHsika eil cHUIICS TI0Xon
coH. OHa meBenmiIa rydaMu, CKUMasi CBUTEp, CIIOBHO MCKalla Kakoil-To omopsl... Ho B muroxux
CHAaX YaIle BCero HeT HUKOTO PSIOM, M OH 4yTh ObUTO He pa30Oynun Merru. Kakum ciabakom oH
ObL1 Ha caMoM Jene!

Caxxepyk MOBEPHYJCS K KPOBATU CIIUHOM — € TJa3 JI0JION, U3 Cep/lia BOH — U OBICTPO pac-
KpbLI KHUTY. EMy cTano Tsxeno npimars. OH NPOIUCTal EPBbIE CTPAHUIIbI, TOYUTAJ, TOTUCTAI
Janplie, ganpiue u naisie. Ho ¢ kaxxaoil cTpaHuiedl Bce MeJIEeHHEE ABUTaliCh €ro Nnajiblibl, U
BAPYT OH 3aKpblI KHUTY. JIyHHBIN CBET CTpyMIICs Yepe3 CTaBHU Ha OKHaX. OH He 3Ha, CKOJIbKO OH
TaK MPOCTOsUI, HOTEPSIBIINCH B JaOUpUHTE OykB. OH Tak U HE HayYWICA YUTaTh OBICTPO. ..

— Tpyc, — npomeniran oH. — Tol Tpyc, Caxepyk! — OH Kycan TyObl 0 T€X MOp, MOKa eMy
He crano 6ombHO. — Hy, O6pock ThI! — menTai oH. — 9TO MOXKET OBITh MOCICIHSS BO3MOXHOCTb,
6onBan. Korga kaura okaxkercs B pykax KanpukopHa, OH BpsizI JTU TO3BOJIMT Te€OE 3aINISIHYTh B HEe.

OH cHOBa OTKPBUI KHUTY, IPOJIUCTAN A0 CEPEAUHBI U OMATh 3aXJIONHYI €€, 1a TaK I'POMKO,
4yTO Merru B3porHyiia BO CHE U cIpsiTaia royioBy nop onesioM. Caxkepyk kJaj, He LIEBesICh,
BO3JIE KPOBAaTH, TIOKA €€ JBIXaHWE CHOBA HE CTAJI0 PAaBHOMEPHBIM, a MOTOM, TNTyOOKO B3IOXHYB,
CKJIOHHJICS] HaJl €€ CYHIYYKOM, TIOJIOKMII KHUTY PSAZIOM C APYTUMH U 0€33BYYHO 3aKPBUT KPBIIIKY.

— Tl Bumen? — mwenHysn oH CBOeH KyHHIE. — Sl mpocTo He Mory pemunThes. Ecnu xouenb,
Uiy ce0e X0311Ha MOOTBAaXKHEW. — [ BUH THXO TSABKHYJ BO3JI€ €0 yXa, HO €CJIM 3TO U ObLIT OTBET,
To Cakepyk ero He MOHsUI.

Hekoropoe BpeMs 0H ciyiian poBHOE JbixaHue Merru, a moToM MoJIoIeN K IBEpH.

— Yrto Bce 3TO 3HAUMT? — LIENTal OH, CHOBA OKa3aBIIMCh B Kopujaope. — M KTo 3Haer, ueM
BCE 3TO KOHUMTCS?

OH nopHAICS B KAMOPKY IO KpBILIEH, KOTOPYIO BBIACINIIA eMy DIMHOP, U JIET HA Y3KYIO
KpOBAaTh, BOKPYT KOTOPOM I'POMO3WIINCH TOPBI SAIIUKOB C KHUTaMH, HO TaK U HE COMKHYJI I1a3 10
caMmoro yTpa.
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MU Bce panblue Ha 1or

B noxoo, 6ecneunuiii newexoo,
Viioy, usbvie nevann, —
Cnewum 0opoea om 8opom
B 3amanuueyio oanw,
Csusasa molcauy nymetl
B ooun, 6ypnuswiil, kax peka,
Xomsi, kyoa mue nivimo no Hetl,
He 3naio s noka!

Juc. P. P. Tonkun. Bracmenun xoney?

YTpom, cpasy mocie 3aBTpaka JIUHOP Pa3IoKuiIa Ha KyXOHHOM CTOJIE JIOPOKHYIO KapTy.

— Wrak, TpucTa KMWIOMETPOB K IOTY OTCIOJIa, — CKa3ajia OHA, C HEJJOBEPHEM ITOCMOTPEB Ha
Caxepyka. — Hy, mokaxute e HaMm, TJie TOYHO MBI JIOJDKHBI UCKaTh OoTIa MerrH.

Merru nocmotpena Ha Caxepyka, U ee cep/iie OCIIeHO 3aK0I0THUIIOCh. Y HET0 ObUTH KPYTH
MoJ1 I1a3aMu, OyATO IPOIUION HOUblO OH He cnajl. Caxepyk poOKO MojoIIen K CTONy W MOTep
KOJTFoumit mog0opook. OH CKIOHUIICS HaJ KapToil M HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl M3ydall ee, TTOTOM HaKOHeIl
TKHYJI B HEE MaJIbIIEM.

— TyT, — cka3an oH. — BoT 31ech Haxonutcs aepeBHs KanpukopHa.

DNMHOP MOIOIIIA U 3aINISIHY/IAa Yepe3 ero TIIeyo.

— Jlurypus, — ckazana oHa. — A Kak K€ Ha3bIBACTCS dTa JIEPEBHS, PA3PEIINTE CIIPOCUTH?
Kanpuxopuus?

Omna He cBommiia ri1a3 ¢ Caxkepyka, Kak Oy/ITo XOTela B3MISI0M YIAIUTh IIPAaMBI C €T0 JIUIIA.

— YV Hee HeT Ha3BaHMs. — Cakepyk TOBOPWII C OTKPOBEHHOM HeNpHsi3HbI0. — Korma-To mas-
HBIM-/IaBHO y Hee ObIJIO Ha3BaHME, HO K TOMY BPEMEHH, KOrJa TaM rocenwics KanpukopH, oHO
ObLI0 3a0BITO. DTy IEPEBHIO Bbl HE HAlJIETE HU Ha 3TOM KapTe, HU Ha Kako Apyroi. Jlis ocTaiib-
HOTO MHpa 3Ta JEPEBHS — JIUIIb JCCATOK MOIypa3pylIeHHBIX JOMOB, K KOTOPBIM BEJIET JOPOTa, He
3aciTy)KHMBIIIasi HA3BaHUSI.

—I'M. — DuHOp CKIIOHMIIACH Ha/I KapTou. — B aToit 00nacT 5 emie HU pa3y He Obuta. B ['enye
ObL1a OJIMH pa3. Sl Kynuia TaM y OIHOTO aHTHKBapa 3aMedarebHbIN SK3eMIuisip «Anuckl B CTpane
9yIeC», B XOPOIIEM COCTOSIHUH U 32 TIOJIOBUHY PeajbHON CTOMMOCTH KHUTH.

Ona mocMotpena Ha Merru:

— TeOe upaButcs «Amnuca B Ctpane uymec»?

— He ouensp, — oTBeTHa Merru u nepeseinia B3I HA KapTy.

DNMHOP TONBKO TIOKadaja TOJIOBOM, YAMBISISICH ETCKOM IITyNOCTH, U CHOBA O0OpaTuiach K
Caxepyky.

— A d¥em 3aHuMaercs 3T0T KampukopH, KpoMe TOTO YTO OH KpaJeT KHUTH W TIOXHIIAeT
OTIIOB? — cIipocuiia oHa. — Ecii st mpaBWIIbHO MOHsIa MerTH, BBl XOPOIIIO 3HAETE €To.

Caxepyk OTBeJ B3IV B CTOPOHY ¥ IPOBEJ MaJbIIeM BIOJb PEKH, BBIOIIEHCS MEXITy 3elie-
HBIMU ¥ KODUYHEBBIMU TISITHAMHU KapTHI.

— KoHeuHo, MBI pOIOM M3 OTHOTO MECTa, — CKa3aJl OH, — HO OOJIbIIIE Y HAC HET HUYETO OOIIETO.

DNMHOpP yCTaBWIIACh HA HETO TaK MPHUCTAIBHO, KaK OYJTO MBITANach MPOXKEYb €T0 B3TIISIOM.

4 IepeBon A. KuctakoBckoro.
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— OpHO nUIIb KaXeTCsl MHE CTPaHHbIM, — CKa3asla OHa. — MopTumep xoren crpsaTarb «Yep-
HWIbHOE cepAle» oT aToro KanpukopHa B 0e3onacHoM mecte. [loueMy OH nprBe3 KHUTY UMEHHO
ctoia? BbIxoquT, OH caM BUHOBAaT B TOM, YTO TOMAJCS K HEMY B pyKu!

Caxxepyk moxkaJ riedamu:

— BeposiTHO, OH cuMTaeT Baury OMOIMOTEKY CaMbIM HaJI€KHBIM MECTOM.

B mamsatu Merru BCIibLio 0JJHO BOCIOMUHAHUE, CHayajla Ou€Hb pacIuiblB4aTOE, IOTOM OHO
CTaJI0 YETKUM, KaKk KapTHHKa B kHUre. OHa Bujena Caxepyka, CTOSIBIIETO Y BOPOT PSAJIOM C MX
aBTOOYCOM, ¥ €i TT0Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO OHA CIIBIIIHUT €T0 ToJIOC. ..

WcnyraBimmce, oHa B3IVISIHY/IA HA HETO.

— Tol ckazan Mo, uto KanpukopH xuBeT Ha ceBepe! — BOCKIMKHYa oHa. — [loaToMy oH
CHEHATBHO MEePECTIPOCHI T€OSI, ¥ ThI OTBETHII, YTO TIOJTHOCTHIO YBEPEH B 3TOM.

—Hy na... Tak oHO U ObLJI0, — CKa3aJl OH, He ogHUMas m1a3. OH paccMaTpuBall CBOU HOI'TH, a
IIOTOM CTaJ TEPETh MU CBOM ITyJIOBEP, CIIOBHO MBITAACh OTTEPETH MATHO. — Bl 00€ MHE HE 0Be-
psiete, — CyXo cKa3all OH. — S... MOTy 3TO MOHATH, HO g He Jran. Y KanpukopHa nBe mra0-kBap-
TUPBI 1 HEKOTOPOE KOJIMUYECTBO YKPBITHUI, Ha ClTy4yail, €ClIi €My BAPYT [JIe-TO HAYMHAET yrPoXKaTh
OTIaCHOCTh WJIM €TO JIIOJSIM HEeOOXOIMMO Ha BpeMs MCUYE3HYTh. Yaie Bcero oH MpoOBOJUT JICTHHE
MECSIIBI Ha CEBEPE, a B OKTAOpPE OTHPABIISIETCS HA FOT, HO B 3TOM TOJLY, TIOX0XE, OH IPOBOIUT JIETO
Ha tore. OTkyza MHe 3HaTh? MOXeT ObITh, Y HETO Ha ceBepe MPoOIeMbl C MOMUIUEN? A MOXKET, Ha
I0T€ Y HEro JeJI0, KOTOPO€ OH JOJKEH MPOKOHTPOIUPOBATH? — CKa3al OH OOMKEHHBIM TOJIOCOM,
KaK MaJICHbKUI MaJIB9MK, KOTOPOTO B YEM-TO HECTIPABEIIIMBO OOBUHSIOT. — YTO OBI TaM HU OBLIO,
€ro JIFOAM OTHPAaBUIUCH C OTHOM Merru Ha or. 5l caMm 3To Buel, a BaXKHBIMU JieJaMu, Oylyun Ha
fore, KanpukopH 3aHUMaeTcst TOIBKO B 3Tol nepeBHe! OH 9yBCcTByeT ceOsi TaM B 0€30MacCHOCTH,
Kak HurAe. Tam y Hero HUKOr/a eie He ObUIO MPOoOJIeM C OIHIUEH, TaM OH MOYKET BECTH ce0sl Kak
MaJICHbKHI1 KOpOJIb, KaK Oy/TO eMy NMPHUHAUICKUT LEIblid MUp. TaM OH MUILIET 3aKOHBI U MOXKET
JIeNaTh BCE, YTO eMy 3a01aropaccyiuTcsl.

Caxepyk yibIOHYICS. DTO ObLIa TOpbKas yibiOka. « Eciu OBl BB TONBKO 3HAIU! — TOBOpHMIIA
oHa. — Ho BbI BOOOI1I€ HUYETO HE 3HAeTE U HUYETO HE TOHUMAETE.

Merru nouyBCTBOBaJIA, KaK €€ AyIly CHOBA 3all0JHUI YepHbIi cTpax. OH pa3pacrasics He OT
TOTO, 4TO cKa3an Caxepyk, a OT TOro, YTO OH HE CKa3aJl.

DIMHOP TOXE, MOXO0XKeE, TOYYBCTBOBAJA 3TO.

— Boxe Moli, mepectanbTe TOBOPUTH TaK TaWHCTBEHHO! — Ee pe3kuii TOH moapes3an crpaxy
KpbUIbs. — S crpammBaio emnie pa3: yeM 3aHumaetcs 3toT KanpukopH? Kak oH 3apaOarbiBaeT
eHpru?

Caxxepyk CIOXHII HA TPYIU PYKH.

— Ot meHs BbI O01bIIIe HUYEro He y3HaeTe. CIpocuTe Jydllle ero camMu, pa3 yx s MpUBeIy
BaC B €ro JIEPEBHIO, YTO MHE MOXET CTOUTh rosioBbl. Ho ¢ Kakol cTaTH s 10JKEH paccKa3blBaTh
BaM 0 Kanpuxopne? — OH nokavan rosnoBoit. — Het! S mpenynpexnan otia Merru, s coBeToBai
eMy J0OpOBOJIBHO OTNATh KHUTY KanpukopHy, HO OH MeHs He mociymai. Eciu Ovl s ero He mpe-
nynpenw, To moan Kanpukopra cxBaruim 061 ero enie panbiie. Cnpocure Merru! OHa xe Oblta
psAIoM, Koraa st roBopui emy o0 stom! Xoporo, s pacckazai eMy He Bce, uTo 3Hai. Hy u uto? S
pacckasbIBar0 Kak MOKHO MeHbIe 0 KanpukopHe, 51 cTaparoch BOOOIIE TOMEHBIIE O HEM AyMarh,
¥, IIOBEPHTE MHE, KOT/Ia BBl C HUM TIO3HAKOMHUTECH, BBl MCHSI IIOHMETE.

DNUHOP MOMOPIIWIA HOC, OYATO Takoe MPEANOIIOKEHHE ObUIO MPOCTO HEJEThIM, YTOOBI
TOBOPUTH O HEM.

— Bb1, KOHEUHO, HE CMOXKETE CKa3aTh MHE, IOYEMY OH TaK OXOTUTCS 33 3TOM KHUTOM, BEpHO? —
CKazaJjia OHa, CKJabIBast KapTy. — OH 4TO, KOJUIEKIIMOHED?

Caxxepyk IpoBeI NajbleM 110 Kparo CToJa.
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— I cka)ky TOJIBKO CIIEIYIOLIEE: OH XOUET MOJIYYUTh 3Ty KHUTY, U IO3TOMY BaM CJI€10BaJIO Obl
eMy OTIaTh e€. Sl MOMHIO cllydaid, KOorJa ero JIOAXU Ha IPOTSHKEHUH YEThIpeX HOUeH CTOSUIM Mepes
JIOMOM OJTHOTO Y€JIOBEKa TOJILKO MOTOMY, 4T0 KanpuKOpH XOTeN MOyYuTh €ro cobaKy.

— W on momyuun ee? — Tuxo cupocusia Merru.

— Koneuno, — 3anymunBo otBeTri1 Caxepyk. — [loBeps MHE, HY OJTUH HE CMOXKET CIaTh CIIO-
KOWHO, ecyy oy KanpukopHa CTOST oA ABEPBIO €70 JOMa ¥ HOUU HAaIPOJIET CMOTPST B €T0 OKHA.
Yame Bcero uepe3 HECKOJbKO JHel KanpukopH momy4aeT To, YTO XOYeT.

— Yepr! — BockukHyIa DmuHOp. — MO0 c00aKy OH OBl HE TTOTYJHIL.

Caxxepyk CHOBa yCTaBHWJICS Ha CBOU NaJblibl U YJIBIOHYJICS.

— He ynei6aittech Tak! — ckazana emy Dnunop. — Mau coOupait Beuu! — oOparuiach oHa K
Merru. — Uepes yac Mbl oTbe3kaeM. HacTynut TOT MHrI, KOTia Thl CHOBa OOpETEelIb OTIa, JaXe
€CJIM 5l HE XOUY OCTaBJIATh KHUTY 3TOMY THITY. Sl HEHaBUXKY, KOT/1a KHUTY [TOMa/1al0T B INIOXUE PYKU.

Omnu cenu B KoMOu DnuHOp, x0T CakepyK HacTauBajl Ha TOM, 4YTOObI OHU €XaJli Ha aBTO0yce
Mo.

—B3nop, Takoe s ere HUKOT/IA HE BOJMIIA, — CKa3ajia DIUHOD, nepenanas CaxxepyKy KOpoOKy,
JIOBEpXY HAIOJIHEHHYIO MpoBUaHTOM. — Kpome Toro, MopTumep octaBuil aBTOOYC 3aKpPBITHIM.

Merru 3ameTnina, uyto y Caxkepyka y>ke ObUT TOTOB OTBET M Ha 3TO, HO OH IPOTJIOTHUII €T0.

— A ecnu HaM HYKHO OyZeT 3aHOYEBaTh? — CIIPOCHII OH.

— O ueM BbI? S paccunThIBal0 caMo€ MO3HEE 3aBTpa YTPOM ObITH CHOBA JJOMa, HE JIHO0IIO
MOKU/IaTh CBOU KHUTY OOJIbIIIE YEM Ha JIEHb.

Caxepyk monHsuI T1a3a K HeOy, CJIOBHO TaM OH MOT HaiTH OOJIbIIIe CMBICTA, YEM B CIIOBAX
OnuHop. OH coOupalics cecTh Ha 3a/1Hee CUICHbE, HO DIMHOP OCTaHOBUIIA €T0.

— Iopoxute, monoXkauTe, OyAeT Jiydllle, €CJIU Bbl IOBEJETE, — CKa3ajla OHA U CyHYyJla EMY B
PYKY KJIIOUYM OT MaIlIMHbI. — BBl Jiyulie 3HaeTe, Kak HaM €XaTb.

Ho Caxepyk BepHy el KIIIOUH.

— 51 He ymer0 BOAMTH MallluHy, — pousHec oH. — CaMa mnoesjaka B aBTOMOOUJIE HENPUSTHA
JUISL MEH$1, HE TOBOPSI Y>K€ O TOM, YTOOBI €r0 BECTH.

DnuHOop 3abpaja y Hero KJI04YHu U, MoKayaB TOJIOBOM, cela 3a pyJib.

— BbI KaKoi-TO CTpaHHBIN apeHs! — cka3ana oHa, a Merru TeM BpeMeHeM ycaKuBajiach Ha
MECTO psZIOM ¢ BoauTeneM. — M g oueHb HaJeroch, YTO Bbl 3HAETE, I11e HaxoauTcs orel Merru, a
HE TO BaM MPUAETCS IOUyBCTBOBATH, UTO HE TOJIBKO 3TOT KanpukopH crnocoOeH BCemsITh yxac.

Merru OTKpbLIa OKHO, KOT/Ia DIIMHOP 3aBelia MOTOp, U Opocuiia B3 Ha aBrodyc Mo. Eit
ObUTO OOJBHO OCTABIISITH €r0 TaM — ATO OBLIO JJIS HEe XyXKe, YeM TMOKUHYTh KaKOH-HUOYIb JOM.
Kakum Ob1 9y>kuM HEH OBLTO HOBOE MecTo, ¢ MO y Hee Bcera ObLT PsIIOM KyCOUueK JIoMa. A Terepb
Y €r0 OHA JIOJIKHA Oblia OCTaBUTh, U OO0JIbIIE HUYETO POIHOTO I Hee He Obl10, KpOME, MOKaIYH,
onex bl B prok3ake. Ere oHa B3si1a ¢ co00it HeKOTOphie Beu Mo | JIB€ €r0 KHUTH.

— WNHTepecHslil BBIOOP! — 3asBMIIa DIMHOD, KOraa Merru ofoinKuiia y Hee Uil ATHX Belei
CTapOMOJHYIO CYMKY M3 TEMHOM KOXKH, KOTOPYIO MOXHO OBLJIO MOBECUTH Ha miiedo. — Thl Oepelb
¢ coboit «Kopomns Aptypa u peiapeit Kpyrinoro crona» u «®pomo» ¢ ero BOCEMbIO MyTEIECTBH-
samu. Herutoxue ciytHuKY. OueHb IMHHbBIE IOBECTBOBAHUS — TO, YTO HAJIO JUISI TOE3AKHU. Thl yxKe
yyrana ux?

Merru kuBHyIIA.

— MHoro pa3, — npoOopMoTaa OHa U €lle pa3 PoBeJia pyKoH Mo NepernsieTam, Mpexae yeM
HOJIOKUTH KHUTY B CyMKY. OHa XOpOIIo NOMHUJIA I€Hb, Korna Mo 3aHOBO Ieperuies OAHy U3 HUX.

— Tonpko HE CMOTpPHU Tak MpadyHo! — cka3ana DJIMHOpP, B3BOJHOBAHHO INISIHYB Ha Hee. — Bor
YBUMILB, HAIlIAa TIO€3/1Ka OyJeT HEJJOTOM.

Merru 6bL1a ObI pajia, eciiu Obl ToXke OblIa Tak yBepeHa. KHura, ojHa U3 IpUYuH UX MOE3KH,
Jexkana B OarayKHHUKe, IO/ 3alTaCHBIM KOJIECOM, 3aBEpHYTas B EJUTO(aH.
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— He roBopu Caxepyky, rjie HaxXoAuTCsl KHUTa! — cka3ana DJIMHOP U OTJaja KHUTY i B
pyku. — Sl Bce-Taku eMy He J0BEpSIO.

Ho Merru pemmuna Hauath noBepsath Caxepyky. Eif xotenocek noBepsars emy. OHa 10JKHA
ObL1a eMy J10BEPSTH. A KTO €l1le MOT IIPUBE3TU €€ K Mo?
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OepeBHA KanpukopHa

Ho na nocneonuii sonpoc 3enue omeemun:

— Bepoamno, ou ynemen 6 Kpail no niy CMOpOHY MeMHOmMbl, Kyoa He
cmynana Ho2a 4enoseka u He 3abezain Hu 00UH 38epb, 20e Hebo u3z meou, a
3eMs U3 ocenesd u 20e noo WLANKAMU epubos u 8 3a0pOULEHHBIX KPOMOBbIX
HOpAx 06Umaiom 3nvle CUibl.

U. b. 3unzep. Cxkazounux Hagpmanu u ezo konwv Cyc

ConHile CTOSIO BBICOKO B HeOe, KOTria OHM OTIPABUIINCH B Jopory. Bekope B MatinHe crano
Tak AYIIHO, YTO K Tedy Merru mpuiuiuia Mokpas oT mnota ¢yTOoiaka. DIUHOP OTKPbLIA OKHO
MaIllWHbI U mepeaana eif OyTeuiky Bonbl. Ha Heli Obina Hazmera Bsa3aHas Ko(Ta, 3aCTETHYTas 10
camoro Bepxa, u Merru, nepecras nymars 0 Mo unu Kanpukophe, 3aanack BOIpOCOM O TOM, HE
BCIIOTEJIa JTU OHA B TAKOW OJEK/IE.

CaxepyK Tak THUXO CHIEN Ha 3aJHEM CHJACHbE, YTO MOXKHO ObLIO Jaxe 3a0bITh 0 HeM. Ha
KOJIeHsIX y Hero Obu1 I'BuH. 3Bepek cmal, a Caxepyk IaJini ero He nepecraBas. Bpems ot Bpemenu
Merru nocmarpuBaia Ha Hero. OH 6e3y4acTHO IIIsiie] B OKHO, OyATO MOT CMOTPETh CKBO3b TOPHI U
JIEPEeBbsI, I0OMa M OOPBIBBI, TAHYBIINECS BIOJb JOporu. Ero B3misa ka3aucs COBEpUICHHO MYCThIM,
CJIOBHO OH OBL1 I7Ie-TO OYEHb J1ajieKo. B kakoif-To MoMeHT Merru o0epHynach ¥ 3aMETHIIA Y HETO
Ha JIMIE TaKy0 IPyCTh, YTO TYT K€ OTBEPHYIACH.

Omna Toxe Obl1a OBl HE IPOTHB MOJEPKaTh KAKOTO-HUOY/Ih 3BEpbka Ha KONEHSIX. JTa ujies,
HaBEpHOE, MPOTrHajla TEMHbIE MBICIIH, TTOCEIUBIINECS B €€ CO3HAaHWU. A 32 OKHOM OTKPBIBAJICS
0O0JIBILION MHP: B3IBIMAIIUCH BHICOKHE TOPBI, TOTOBBIE CBOMMH OTBECHBIMH CKallaMU 0€3:KalOCTHO
cxkatp nopory. Ho ctpamrnee rop 6buti TyHHENnH. B HUX Taunuch BUACHHsI, KOTOpbIe naxe [ BuH
HE MOT cyrHyTh. HaBepHOe, oHM aanu B TeMHOTe Merru, KoTopas npeacTasisia Mo B KakoM-
TO TEMHOM XOJIOAHOM MecTe u KanpukopHa... Merru 3Hana, 4Tto 3TO ObLT OH, XOTSI KaXIbIi pa3
y HETo ObUIH pa3HbIe JHIIA.

OHa noneiTaach YATATh, HO BCKOPE 3aMETUIIA, YTO HUYETO HE MOIVIA 3alIOMHUTh, IO3TOMY,
kak Caxkepyk, cTajia CMOTPETh B OKHO. DIIMHOP BbIOHMpaa HeOObIIINEe, 3arpyKEHHbIE TPAHCIIOP-
TOM JIOPOTH.

— A HE TO MOXKHO MPOCTO YMEPETh CO CKYKH, — TOBOPHJIA OHA.

Merru Ob110 Bee paBHoO. Eif xoTenocs numib nodparbes 10 mecta. [lonHas HeTeprieHus, oHa
paccMarpuBalia Topsl ¥ 1oma. Horaa el ynaBanoch OpOCUThH B3IV Ha HE3HAKOMIIEB U3 BCTPEU-
HBIX MAIIMH, HO UX JIM[]a MTHOBEHHO YHOCHWJIHMCH B/Iajlb, CIIOBHO KHUTA, KOTOPYIO OTKPBUIH U TYT
e 3akpbUTu. [Ipoesxkas yepes ManeHbKyIO JePEBYIIKY, HA KPalO JOPOTH OHU YBUAETH MYKUUHY,
KOTOPBbIM MPUKJIEHBAI IJIavyllled JeBOYKE Ha KOJICHO IJIACThIpb. YTellas €e, OH NOomIaaui ee Mo
roiose, 1 Merru nogymaina o Mo, 0 TOM, Kak 4acTO OH JIeJall TO K€ camoe, Kak Oerai mo oMy B
MOMCKAX TUIACTBIPS, U OT 3TUX BOCIIOMHHAHUN y HEE CHOBA MOKATUIIUCH CIIE3bI.

— boxke moii! 3aech Tuiie, yem B morpedanbHON Kamepe MupaMubl! — ckazana DIHHOP.

Merru o0paruia BHUMaHue Ha TO, YTO OHA YacTo ropopuia: «boxe moit!»

— Xots ObI KTO-HUOYB cKa3am: «O, kakoi xuBonucHbIN nanamadT!» nnu «Kakoit npekpac-
HBII 3aMOK!». Erie momyaca rpo6OBOI TUIIUHBL, U I 3aCHY MIPSIMO 32 PyJEM.

Ee xodTa no-npexxkHemMy Oblia 3aCTETHYTa Ha BCE MTyTOBUIIBI.

— 51 He BM)KY HMKAKOTO 3aMKa, — mpodopMoTana Merru.

Ho npouuio HeckonbKO MUHYT, M DIMHOP yKa3ajia €d Ha 3aMOK.

— lecTHaauatelii BeK, — 3asiBUJIa OHA, KOT/Ia HA CKJIOHE TOPhI MOKAa3adlCh pa3pyllieHHbIC
cTeHbl. — Tparuueckas uctopus. 3anperHas n1o00Bs. [IpecnenoBanue, cMepTh, TOCKA.
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DnuHOp pacckazaia o OUTBe, KOTOpasi pasbIrpanach 371eCh COTHH JieT Ha3al. («Komast Mmexny
STUMH KaMHSIMH, TOYHO OOHApy>KUILb KOCTU U MOTHYThIE IIEMbD».) OHa 3Haja UCTOPUIO KaXKI0U
KoJIoKOJIbHU. HekoTopele 3 ee paccka3oB ObUIM TAKUMH CTPAHHBIMH, 4TO Merru Mopuiuia o0,
CiIymiast ux.

— Tak Bce u ObL10, IOBEPH MHE! — TOBOpHMIIA TIOTOM DJIMHOP, HE OTPHIBAs B3IVIsIA OT JOPOTH.
OcobeHHO 0OHa 000OXkaJila KPOBaBbIE UCTOPHH: O HECYACTHBIX BITFOOJICHHBIX, KA3HCHHBIX Ha JIIIa-
¢dore, 0 KHA3BSIX, 32)KMBO 3aMypPOBAaHHBIX B CTEHaX. — B Haime BpeMs Bce€ THXO M CIIOKOWHO, —
CKazajia OHa, 3aKOHYMB OYEPENHOI pacckas, oT KoToporo Merru nobneaHnesna, — HO BCEraa riue-To
TaUTCS TEMHAs UCTOpUs. HeckombKo cToneTwii Ha3aa Ku3Hb OblIa 0ojiee 3aXBaTHIBAIOIICH.

Merru He MOTJIa TIOHSTh, YTO 3aXBaTHIBAIOIIETO OBUIO BO BpeMeHa, KoTa y JIOIeH, Kak pac-
CKa3bIBajia DNHUHOpP, OBUT €MHCTBEHHBIN BHIOOP MEXKIYy CMEPTBIO OT YyMbl U THOCNBIO OT PYK
IPOXOJAIINX uepe3 ceneHue congar. Ho, yBuieB pyuHsl Kakoro-HuOyab 3aMKa, DJIUHOP OT BO3-
Oy’KJIE€HUS 3aJIMBaIach pyMsIHIIEM, a KOT/Ia OHA 3aBO/IMJIA PACCKA3 O BOMHCTBEHHBIX KHS3bAX U Kajl-
HBIX €MHUCKOIIaX, HABOJMBILINX HEKOIZIa CTpaxX Ha JKUTEJEH 3TUX rop, 4epe3 KOTOpble TeNeph Bela
acgarbTHpOBaHHAs JOPOTa, B €€ 0OBIYHO TYCKJIBIX I71a3aX 3aropajicsi OTOHEK.

— Jloporast DnuHOp, O4EBUHO, YTO BBl POJWINCH HE B CBOEH MCTOpUH, — 3as1BUI Caxkepyk
HOCJIE A0JITOTO MOJTYAHUS.

— He B cBoeii ucropun? Bel nmeete B Buay — He B cBoe Bpemsi? Jla, moqo0Hast MBICIE MHE
TOXE MPUXOJUIIA B TOJIOBY.

— HaspiBaiiTe 310 Kak XoTUTE, — cka3an Caxepyk. — B 11000oM ciyuyae BeI HalgeTe o0t
361K ¢ KanpukopaoM. OH TOXe JIIOOUT Takue NCTOPUH.

— MHe MoHUMaTh 3TO KaKk OCKOpOIeHHEe? — OOMKEHHO CIIPOCHIIA DITHHOP.

[TonoOHoE cpaBHEHUE, TOX0XKE, €1 HE MOHPABUIIOCH, TOTOMY YTO OHA IIOYTH Yac MOI4aja, u
Merru cHOBa HUUTO HE OTBJIEKAJIO OT €€ CTPAXOB MepeJl YKaCHbBIMU BUJICHUSIMU, MTOIKUAABILINMU
€€ B Ka)KJIOM TyHHEJIE.

Hauano cmepkarbcst, Koraa ropsl ObLIM YXKe M033a4 U 32 3€JE€HbIMU XOJIMaMHU MOSIBUIOCH
Mope. OHO Mo06IeCKUBAJIO B JTyyax 3aXO/ISIIEro COIHIIA, KaK Koxa KpacuBoi 3men. Korga-to naBHo
Merru BHJENa XOJIOJHOE, CEpOE€ MOpE, M3-3a BETpa Kaszapiieecs: OECIBETHBIM. DTO Mope ObLIO
COBCEM JIpYT'HM.

OpnuH BuA ero corpesasl Merru cepziie, HO OHO TO U JIEJI0 MPONaajo 3a ypOAIUBbIMU BbICO-
KAMU JIOMaMH, 9YTO 3aHUMAaJIM HEOOIBIIOE MTPOCTPAHCTBO MEXKY OEPETOM H IMOTHOKHEM XOJIMOB,
KOTOPBIE KOE-TJIe He OCTABIISUIA JOMaM MECTa, MOIXOAs OJIM3KO K MOPIO, M TOT/Ia MOPE JIN3aJI0 X
3eJIeHbIe HOTH. B cBeTe 3aX0AAIIero COMHIA OHU HATOMUHAIIM Pa30MBIINECS O CYIIy BOJHBI.

Muack 1o U3BMIIMCTOM JIOpOre BAOJIb MOOEPEXbsi, DINHOP CHOBA Hayaja paccKas3blBaTb O
PUMIISIHAX, KOTOPBIE SIKOOBI TOCTPOMIIN 3Ty IOPOTY, O CTpaxe Nepe JUKUMU KUTEIIMU ITON y3KOM
MOJIOCKH 3€MJIH. ..

Merru cnymana ee oqHUM yxoM. Ha 06ounHax pociy maibMbl, KOJIOUUE JIUCThSI KOTOPBIX
OBLIM MMOKPBITHI MbUIbI0. MeX 1y HUMH 1IBEJIX OTPOMHBIE araBbl, MACHUCTBIE JTUCTbSI 1€ UX I10X0-
XKUMH Ha naykoB. HeGo, mpocTupasiieecs 3a HUMHU, OKPACUIIOCh B PO30BBIM U JKEJITHIM LIBET, a
COJIHIIE CaUJIOCh BCE HIKE M HUXKE, U CBEPXY, CJIOBHO YEPHUIIA, HA HEM MOSBUIIUCh TEMHO-CUHUE
CTpyiKu HOUM. By ObLT TaKMM KpacHBbIM, YTO OT YMUJICHUS! HABOPAYUBAINCH CIIE3bI.

Merru npencrasisiia cede MECTHOCTB, B KOTopoit skui1 KanpukopH, coBcem apyroii. Kpacora
U CTPax PEeAKO YXKUBAOTCS PSJIOM.

OHnu exanu yepe3 HEOONBIIYIO AEPEBHIO, MUMO JJOMOB, KOTOpPbIE ObUIM TAKUMH HECTPHIMHU,
CJIOBHO MX pa3pUCOBbIBaIU JIeTH. OpaHKeBbIE, PO3OBbIE U JKENITHIE: CBETIIO-KEIIThIE, TEMHO-XKEJI-
Thbl€, OJETHO-XKENThIE, TPSA3HO-KENIThIE — C 3€JIEHBIMH CTaBHSAMHU U KPaCHO-KOPUYHEBBIMHU KpBbI-
mamu. Jlaxke onmycKaBIIMECsS CyMEPKH HE MOIIM OKPAaCUTh UX B TEMHBIE I[BETA.

— He noxosxe, 4ToObI B 3TUX JIOMax TaWjlach ONACHOCTh! — BOCKJIMKHY/IAa Merru, npoBosas
I1a3aMH O4E€pPEIHOU PO3OBBIM 10M.
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— IIpocto moToMy, 4TO Thl BCE BPEMSI CMOTPHILb TOJIBKO HAJIEBO, — CKa3al 3a €€ CIMHOU
Caxepyk.

Merru ctana cMOTpeTh Ha Jpyryto cTopony. CHavana u TaM ObUIN TOJIBKO sipkue Aoma. OHu
CTOSUIM Ha Kparo YIULbl, CJIOBHO OOJIOKOTUBLINCH IpYT Ha ipyra. Ho Bapyr noma nponaiu, 1 oTBec-
HBIE CKaJbl, B CKJIaJKaX KOTOPBIX Y€ HE3AUIach HOUb, OKamMisiin gopory. Ja, Caxepyk Obu1
IpaB, peKKE J0Ma, OOpEYEHHbIE YTOHYTh B OIyCKaBIIEHCs ThMe, HABOAMIIN yXKac.

Pe3ko cTemMHeno — Ha 1ore HOYb HacTymaeT OBICTPO, — 1 Merru Obla paja, 9To DIMUHOP Bea
MaIIMHY 10 SPKO OCBELIEHHOM aopore BIojb nodepexbs. Ho B koHle koHLOB Caxepyk Bejel
el MOBEpHYTh Ha JOPOrY, YXOJIUBIIYIO B TEMHOTY, — TEIIEph U MOPE, U MECTPbIE IOMA OCTAJIUCH
103a/1.

Bce TecHee cTaHOBMIIACH 10JIMHA, BCE OOJIBIIE XOJIMOB B3bIMAJIOCh CO BCEX CTOPOH, J0pOora
TO MOAHMMAJACh, TO omyckaiachk. CBeT (ap yman Ha 3apociu IpoKa, OAUYaBIINE BUHOTPAJHUKU
¥ Ha OJIMBKOBBIC JIEPEBbHsI, KOTOPBIE CKPIOYMIINCH, CIIOBHO CTAPHUKH.

3a Bce BpeMsi Iy TH UM BCTPETHIIMCH TOJBKO JiBa aBToMOOMIIs. [Topoii B TeMHOTE BCIIBIXMBAJIH
OTHH TO 3/1€Ch, TO TaM pa30pocaHHBIX JepeBeHb. Ho 1opory, mo KOTopeIM OHM €Xalii, yoeraiu B
KPOMEIIHYI0 TeMHOTY. Heckoibpko pa3 ¢apsl ocBemany 00BETIIANbIE TIOCTPOHKH, HO DIMHOP HE
3HaJa HU OTHOM MCTOPHHU O HUX. B 3THX CTeHaX WM HE KHA3bS U HE EMUCKOIBI B KPACHBIX MaH-
THUSIX, @ KPECThSHE U OaTpaKy, YbM HCTOPUH HUKTO HE 3aIKCal, a KOTJIa OHU UCUE3IIH, TOTpeOCHHbIE
O/ TMKUM TUMBSIHOM U OypHO Pa3pOCIIUMCS MOJIOYaeM, HX 3a0bLTH.

— MBI ipaBUIIBHO e1eM? — CIIPOCHIIa DIIMHOP MIETIOTOM, OyATO MUP BOKPYT HEE TOTPY3HIICS
B TUIIMHY, ¥ OHA HE XOTela Hapymarh ee. — M re HaMm HCKaTh ero IePEeBHIO B ’TOM O0TOM 3a0bITOM
kparo? [1o-BuaMOMY, MBI YK€ IBaXIbl HE TaM CBEPHYIIH.

Ho Caxepyk nokauas rojioBoil.

— MBI ef1eM B TpaBUIIEHOM HaIpaBJIeHUH, — OTBETHJI OH. — Ha Toii CTOpOHE X0IMa BBl YBUAUTE
JoMa.

— S nanerocs! — npodbopmotaina OnuHop. — [1oka s u noporu He Buxy. boxe Moii, moxoxe, BO
BCEM MHPE HE CHIIIEIIb MECTa TEMHEe. A BBl HE MOTJIM 3apaHee MHE CKa3aTh, 4TO 9TO Tak Aaneko? 5
Obl ellle pa3 3anpasBuiiack. He 3Hat0, XBaTuT M HaM OEH3MHA HA 00PaTHYIO JOPOTY 110 TOOEPEKBbSI.

— A 49bs 970 MammHa? Mosi? — pazapakeHHO oTBeTH CakepyK BOIPOCOM Ha Borpoc. — S
y>K€ TOBOPHJI BaM, YTO B 3THUX BellaX HUYEro He cMbIciio. CMoTpute Brepen. Ckopo OyeT MOCT.

— Moct? — DnauHOp 3aBepHyJIa €Ilie pa3 U pe3Ko HaXkaja Ha TOpMOo3a.

[Mocpenn ymuirel, OCBEUICHHOW JBYMSI CTPOUTEILHBIMU JIAMIIAMH, CTOSUIA 3arpaauTeibHast
pelieTka, KoTopasi ObuIa Takas p)kaBas, CJIOBHO OHA CTOsUIa TaM YXKE HECKOJIBKO JIET.

— Bot Bam noxainyiicta! — KpukHyJia DIUHOP U CTYKHYJIa 00EUMHU PyKaMH I10 PyJo. — Mbl
npuexany He Tyna. S Bens Bam roBopuial

— A BOT U HE Takx.

Caxepyk cHsuT [ BHHA C Tu1€4a U BBIIIEN W3 MamuHbl. [1oq0Has K penieTke, OH CTa OTIsIbl-
BaTbCS M MPHUCITYIHBATHCS.

Merru 4yTh HE paccMeslach, IOCMOTPEB Ha OLLIEIOMIIEHHYIO DIHHOP.

— DTOT napeHsb, MOX0XKE, COBCEM M3 yMa BBDKHJI, — IMPOLIENTaNa oHa. — Ecin oH ymaet, 9to
B TaKylO TEMEHb S IOETy 10 3aKPBITOH JOPOre, TO OH OMIMOaeTCs.

Ho ona He BbIKITIOHana MOTOD, U, Korma Caxepyk Jai ei 3HaK, 9YTO MOXKHO €XaTh, OHa Mpo-
exaza Brnepea. 3areM Caxepyk BEpHYJ 3arpa)/JIeHUe Ha MPEKHEE MECTO.

— He cmoTpute Ha MeHs Tak! — cKa3al OH, CEB B MallIMHY. — JTO 3arpakJIeHUE BCET/A 3/1€Ch
crout. KanpukopH npukaszajl ycTaHOBUTB €T0 Ha 3TOM MECTe, YTOOBI N30€KaTh HE3BAaHBIX TOCTEH.
Penko kKTo-TO OCMeNnuBaeTCs 3aIsIHYTh Clofa. MHOTHX OTITYTMBAIOT UCTOPHH, KOTOPBIE Paclpo-
ctpansier KanpukopH 1o okpyre, HO. ..

—Yro 32 ucropun? — nepeduia ero Merru, XoTst Ha CaMOM JIeJIe OHA HE XOTeNa ATOr0 3HATh.
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— Crparisble uctopuu, — oTBeTHI1 Caxkepyk. — JIronu B 3TUX MecTax CyeBEpHBI, MOXKATYH Kak
U nocrofy. JIroOumasi uCTopust 31€ch 0 TOM, YTO 332 ITUM XOJIMOM KHUBET CaM JIbSIBOJ.

Merru pa3oznunach Ha ceds, HO He MOIVIa OTOPBATh IV1a3 OT TEMHOW BEPILUHBI X0JIMA.

— Mo roBopHuT, YTO AbsBOJIA JIFOAU CAMU IIPUIyMaJli, — CKa3aja OHa.

— Brionae MoxxeT ObITh, — 3arafouno yasionyincs Caxepyk. — Ho 3To Benb ThI XOTena 3Harth,
YTO 3/1€Ch PACCKa3bIBAIOT. [ OBOPAT, JIt0/IEH, )KUBYIIMX B TOU JepeBHE, HE YOUTH IMyJiei, OyATo OHH
MOTYT XOAUTh CKBO3b CTEHBI U B Ka)KJ10€ HOBOJIYHUE KPaayT TPEX MAJIBUUKOB, KOTOpbIX Kanpukopx
00yyaeT BOPOBCTBY, IOJKOTaM U yOUIiCTBaM.

— Boxe, kTo e Bce 310 BbhiaymMan? MecTHble xutenu win cam Kanpukopa? — DauHop ckito-
HWJIACh HAJ pyJIeM: Jopora Obula B BBIOOMHAX — MPUIIIOCH €XaTh MEAJICHHO, YTOOBI HE TTONacTh
B OJIHY U3 HUX.

— Onu BmecTe. — CaxkepyK OTKHUHYJICSI HA CUJIEHBE U MOJCTAaBUI [ BUHY CBOM MaJIbLIbl, KOTO-
pBI€ TOT C YIOBOJIBCTBUEM MPUHSIICS IPbI3Th. — KanpuKopH Bo3HArpakaaeT Kakaoro, KTo mpuy-
MaeT HOBYIO MCTOPHIO. EMHCTBEHHBIN, KTO HE Y4acTBYET B 3TOM uUrpe, — bacra, noromy 4to oH
TaK CyeBEpEH, UTO 00XOUT CTOPOHON BCEX YEPHBIX KOILIEK.

bacra. Merru yxe cibllana 3To UMs, HO He ycrena paccupocutsb o HeM Caxkepyka. 1 oH ¢
YIAOBOJIbCTBUEM ITPOAOIIKAJI CBOM paccKas:

— Al YyTs He 3a0b11! Y BceX, KTO )KUBET B 3TOM MPOKJIIATOMN IEpeBHE, KOHEYHO, TyPHOM I1a3,
JaKe y KEHILKH.

— JlypHoii ra3? — Merru nocmMoTpesia Ha HEro.

— O nma. OnHoro ux B3MISAA AOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOBI C/IENATh YEIOBEKA CMEPTEIHHO OOJBHBIM.
W yxe uepe3 Tpu JHS OH yMUpPAET.

— U k10 BO BCe 31O BepuT? — cripocuiia Merru.

— Jlypaku, — cka3ana DJIMHOp ¥ CHOBA Ha)kajia Ha TOpMO3a.

MammmHa 3ackonb3uia 1o medenke. Ilepen HuMu 06T MOCT, 0 KOTOpoM roBopuit Caskepyk.
Cepble kaMHHU OJIeTHO MepLIalid B cBeTe (pap, a MporacTh BHU3Y Ka3zalach OC3TOHHOM.

— Bnepen, Bnepen! — HerepnienuBo BeIKpUKHYI Caxkepyk. — OH BBIIEPIKUT, TaXKe €CIIM BaM
TaK He Kaxercs!

— OH BBIVISLIUT TaK, OyJITO HOCTPOEH €11 IPEBHUMH PUMIIIHAMU, — IPpoOypyaia DINUHOP. —
W siBHO 17151 0cIoB, a He /711 MalllKH.

Merru 3axMypuiia ra3a u OTKpblIa UX TOJIBKO TOTZA, KOTJAa yCiblllana, Kak 1Mo KojJecaMu
CHOBA 3axpycTena medeHKa.

— KanpukopH o4eHb LIEHUT 3TOT MOCT, — TUXO cka3an Caxepyk. — Hu omHOMYy BOOpYyKEHHOMY
YeJIOBEKY He Y/IacTCsl MPOUTH 10 HeMY He3aMeueHHbIM. Ho, K cuacThio, CEerofiHst HOUbIO €10 HUKTO
HE OXpaHSET.

— CaxepykK... — Merru HepeumTenbHO MOBEPHYIAch K HEMY, B TO BpeMsI KaK aBTOMOOMJIb
OnauHOp B30Mpascs Ha MOCIEIHUIN X0IM. — A YTO HaM cKa3aTb, €CJIM HAC CIPOCAT, KaK Mbl HaIUIN
nopory B 3Ty aepeBHio? HapepHsika KampukopHy He MOHpaBHUTCS, YTO Thl MOKa3ajd HaM Tynaa
J0pOrYy.

— Tw1 npaBa, — ckazan Caxepyk, He M Ha Merru. — XoTsl, B KOHLIE KOHIIOB, MbI ITPUBE3EM
€My KHMUTY.

On noitman ['BuHa 1 3aMaHMII €T0 KyCKOM xJyie0a B prok3ak. Kak TOIbKO cTeMHeNo, KyHHIa
cTaJsia BeCTH cebsi 6eCIOKOIHO — OHa XOTella OTIIPABUTHCS Ha OXOTY.

Korna onu nocturiu rpeGHs Xoiama, MUp BOKPYT HUX B MTHOBEHHE PACTBOPUJICS B HOUHU, HO
HENoAaJIeKy BUAHEIOCh HECKOJIBKO OJIETHBIX YEThIPEXYTOJIbHUKOB — OCBELICHHBIX OKOH.

— Bor ona, — ckazan Caxepyk, — aepeBHsa Kanpukopna. Mnu, ecnu xoture, 1epeBHs 1bSBOIA.

OH THXOHBKO 3aCMesUICS.
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— DTU UCTOPUH, KAKETCs, BaM OYEHb HPABSTCS, — pa3JpaKeHHO ckaszana JnuHop. — Kto
3HAET, MOXKET OBbITh, BBl UX CaMH NMPUAYMaH, a 3TOT KanpukopH He KTO MHOH, KaK KOJIEKIIUOHED
KHUT.

Caxepyk npomordai. OH CMOTpEI B OKHO, YIIbIOAsICh CBOEH 3arafloYHOM yIbIOKOM, KOTOPYIO
Merru ¢ GOJBIIMM YIOBOJIBCTBHEM CTepiia OblI C ero T'y0, M Ha ATOT pa3 OHa BBIPaXKasia TOJIBKO
onno: «Kak xe BbI 00e TirymbI!»

DNMUHOP BBHIKIIOYWIIA MOTOD, M THITUHA, OKPYKHUBIIAs WX, OblIa MOMCTHHE a0COIOTHOM, TaK
yT0 Merru He ocMenuBanach B30xHyTh. OHa B3IVIsTHYJIa HA OCBEIlIeHHbIE OKHA. [Ipex e el Bcerna
Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO CBET B OKHE 30BET U MPUIIIANIAET BHYTPh, HO ATOT CBET OB 00JIee 37I0BELINM, YeM
TEMHOTa BOKPYT.

— A B 9TOM IepeBHE eCTh KaKue-HHOYIb HOPMAJIbHBIC KHUTEIH? — CpocHia DuHop. — bes-
o0uiHbIe 0a0yIBKH, IETH, MYXYHHBI, KOTOPBIE HE UMEIOT HU4ero odmero ¢ KanpukopHowM. ..

— Her, Tam xuByT Tonbko KanpukopH u ero mtonu, — npomentan Caxepyk, — U KEHILUHBI,
KOTOpBIE JUIsl HUX TOTOBSIT, yOUPAIOT U JIENIal0T BCE, UYTO OHU MOTPEOYIOT.

—Bce, uto onn moTpedy1oT. .. 310poBo! — hbIpKHYIa OT OTBpateHus InuHop. — ItoT Kamnpu-
KOpH HpaBUTCsI MHE Bce Ooubliie u 6ombiue. Hy, Xopolio, 1aBaiiTe HOKOHUUM ¢ 3TUM. S Xxouy 1oMoi
K CBOMM KHUTaM, X094y HOPMaJIbHOTO OCBELICHHUS U YaIlKy KOode.

— Heyxenu? 1 nymai, Bbl MeuTaeTe o MpUKIIOYEHUH!

«Ecmu 661 ['BUH MOT TOBOPHUTH, — ITOyMasia Merru, — To y Hero ObL1 ObI rosioc Cakepykay.

— 51 Ob1 yyBcTBOBaja cebs JIydIle, €CTi OBl CBETHIJIO COJIHIIE, — PE3KO BO3pas3miia eMy JH-
Hop. — ['ocnion, kak s HEHaBUXKY ATY TbMY, HO €CJIU MbI 3/1€Ch 3aJIEPKUMCSI, TO MOU KHUTH ITOKPO-
I0TCS IUIECEHBI0, U Jake MopTuMep UM He IMTOMOXKET. Merru, noiau npuHecu cBepToK. Thl 3Ha-
elllb, O YeM Sl.

Merru KUBHY/a U TOJIBKO XOT€Ja OTKPBITh IBEPH, KaK €€ Oclenu ipkuii ceeT. KTo-To crosin
y JIBEpU BOJIUTEIIA — JIULIO HEBO3MOXKHO OBLIIO PACCMOTPETh — M OCBEIA] MallluHy (QoHapeMm, a
IOTOM CTYKHYJI UM CO BCETO pa3maxa Mo JOOOBOMY CTEKITY.

Ot ucnyra DIMHOP Tak B3POTHYINA, YTO yAapuiach KOJIEHOM O pyib, HO TYT K€ IPHUIIUIA B
ce0s. ChlIuid NPOKIATUAMU U MOTHPast OOJIEBIIYIO HOTY, OHA OTKPbLIA OKHO.

— Yt0 BCe 3TO 3HAUUT? — KPUKHYJIA OHA HE3HAKOMIly. — Bbl 4TO, XOTUTE HAac Hamyrarb J0
cmeptu? He Oourech, YTO B TaKOl KPOMEUTHON ThME HA Bac HaeaAyT?

BwmecTo oTBeTa HE3HAKOMELl TPOCYHYII B OKHO CTBOJI PYKbsI.

— 3nech yacTHOE yrojibe! — cka3ai oH, 1 Merru noka3anoch, YTO OHa y3Hajia KOIllauuii rojioc
u3 OnbauoTexku DNUHOpP. — A Bbl HE OOMTECH, UTO BaC MOT'YT IPUCTPEIUTDH 32 BTOPKEHUE B YACTHBIE
BiIaJieHus?

— §1 cefiuac Bce 00bsicHIO! — iponsHec Caxkepyk.

— Bw1 Tonbko mocmotpute — Caxkepyk! — Heznakomery yopan pyxne. — Kakoro uepra Tbl
3asIBJIICLILCS CIOJIa TOCPEAN HOUM?

DnuHOp 00epHYyach U ¢ HEI0OBepUeM nmocMoTpena Ha Caxepyka.

— 51 u He 3HaJIa, 4TO BBl HAXOJUTECH HA JPY>KECKOM HOTe C ITUMHU JbsIBOJIaMU! — U3yMJIEHHO
CKazajia OHa.

Ho Caxepyxk y»xe Bbllliea U3 MalluHbl. MErru ToXe oKa3ajaoCch CTPaHHbIM, YTO 3T JBOE TaK
Ipyxeno0Ho mentanuch. OHa BCIIOMHUIIA O TOM, 4TO pacckazan el Caxepyk o momsax Kanpu-
xopHa. Kak mocie Tex cioB oH Mor pasroBapuBarh ¢ oAHUM U3 HUX? Kak Hu Hampsrana Merru
CIIyX, OHa HE ycClbllllaja, O YeM OHM FOBOPUJIM, HO YynoBuia, yTo Caxepyk Ha3Baj HE3HAKOMIIA
bacrori.

— OT0 MHE coBceM He HpaBuTcs! — npomenrtana JnuHop. — [locMoTpu Ha HUX — oOLIAIOTCS
TaK, CJIOBHO HAlll IPYT CIIMYKOIIIOTATEINb 3/1€Ch CBOM UesoBek!

— BeposTHO, OH 3HAET, YTO OHU HUYETO €My HE CJIEar0T, IOTOMY YTO MbI BE3€M KHMTY! —
npomenrana Merru.
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¥V He3Hakomia Obu10 Be oBYapku. OHu oOHIoXxanu Caxkepyka U yTKHYJIHCh B HETO CBOUMU
MOpJIaMH, BUJISISI XBOCTAMHU.

— C™mortpu! — npomenrtana dnunop. — Jlaxke A1 NpOKIATHIX codak oH cBoil. Uro, ecinu. ..

Tyt bacta BHE3anmHO OTKPBUT ABEPILY BOAUTENS.

— Brixonure, — mpukaszai oH.

DNMUHOP CHyCTHIIA HOTH U3 MAallIMHbI, MeTTH BBIIILIA M BCTala psoM ¢ Heil. OHa erie HUKoTaa
HE BHJIEIa YelioBeKa ¢ opyxueM. Cep/iie roToBO OBUIO BHIPBATHCS Y HEE U3 TPY/IH.

— CnymaiiTe, MHE BOBCE HE HpaBUTCS Ball ToOH! — HaOpocwiack Ha bacty Dmunop. — Hamra
noe3ka Obljla O4eHb N3HYPHUTEIBHOM, M MBI TIPUEXANIU B 3TY IIYIIb, YTOOBI OTATh Bamemy medy,
wn 60CCy, WM KaK TaM BBl €r0 Ha3bIBA€TE, TO, YTO OH MEUTAET MOJIYyYUTh, TOITOMY BEIHUTE CeOs
nogobatorie.

Bacra Opocuit B ee CTOpOHY Takoi MPEHEOPEIKUTEIBHBIN B3TIISAT, YTO DIHMHOP TSHKEIO B3I0X-
HyIna, a Merru Hempou3BOIBHO CXKaJla MAJbIBl B KYJIAK.

— Otkyna Tl ee B3su1? — cipocudt bacta u cHoBa noBepHyicsa K CaxepyKy, KOTOPBIA CTOSIIT €
TakuM Oe3yJacTHBIM BHJIOM, KaK OyJTO BCE MMPOUCXOAMBIIIEE €r0 BOBCE HE KAacaJlOCh.

— Eif mpuHAANIEXUT I0M, HY, THI K€ 3HaelIb. .. — CakepyK TOBOPHII THXO, HO MerTH ClIbIana,
YTO OH TOBOpWJI: — S| HE X0Ten Opark ee ¢ co00l, HO OHA yIpsMa.

— Mory cebe npeacraBuTh! — bacra emie pa3 mocMoTpen Ha DIUHOP U MEPEeBell B3NS Ha
Merru. — A 310 HUKaK ouypka Bonmebnoro f3bika, 1a? He oueHb-TO OHa Ha HETO MOX0Xa.

— I'ne moii oren? — cpocuna Merru. — Yto ¢ HUM?

Ona mpou3HecIa 3TH CJIOBa TaK XPHUILIO, OyATO JTaBHO HAYETO HE TOBOPHUIIA.

— O, y Hero Bce xopoio, — oTBeTH bacra, s Ha Caxepyka. — XOTS €ro MOKHO BIIOJTHE
Ha3BaTh CBUHIIOBBIM SI3BIKOM — TaK Majio OH TOBOPHT.

Merru npukycuia cede ryosl.

— M&I X0THM ero 3a0paTh, — cKa3asa oHa. Ha 3TOT pa3 oHa roBopmiia BEICOKAM, HO CJIa0BIM
TOJIOCOM, XOTS CTapajach TOBOPUTH B MaHepe B3pocibiX. — Kuura y Hac, Ho KanpukopH momy4ur
€€ TOJIbKO TOT/Ia, KOT/Ia BBIITYCTUT MOETO OTIA Ha CBOOO.Y.

Bacra cHoBa moBepHyics kK Caxkepyky:

— Ona nmo4yeMy-T0 HallOMUHAET MHE cBOero orua. [locMoTpH, Kak MIEBETUT Iy0aMu, 1a U
B3DIsA. Jla, pOICTBO HAIMIIO.

OH ToBOpHII BECEIBIM TOJI0COM, HO BBIP@KEHHUE €T0 JIMIa ObI0 COBCEM JIPYTUM, KOTJa OH
nocMotpeln Ha Merru. Y Hero ObII0 Y3KO€ JIUIO C TPYOBIMHU YePTaMH, OH TO U JIEJIO HIyPHi OJIH3KO
MOCAXCHHBIE T71a3a, KaK Oy/ATO TaK MOT Jy4YIle BHUIETh.

Bacra He oTiHMuancs BBICOKMM POCTOM, TUICYH €T0 OBLIM HE HMIMPE MAIBUUIIECKUX, TEM HE
MeHee y Merru nepexBaTiiio JbIXaHue, KOTJa OH clenaj mar B ee cropony. OHa erie HUKOraa
HHUKOTO TaK HE 0O0s1ach, U MPUYUHON 3TOMY OBUIO BOBCE HE PYXKbE B €0 pyKax — B HEM CaMOM
OBLIIO YTO-TO 3J10€, APOCTHOE. ..

— Merru, BO3bMH CBEPTOK M3 OarakHUKa. — DIMHOP MPUKpPBUIA c000ii Merru, Kak TOJIBKO
bacra noneitancs 3anepxarh ee. — B HeM HET HUYEro omnacHoro! — pa3apaxeHHo CcKa3ajla OHa. —
TonbKo TO, U3-3a YETO MBI CIO/Ia TIPUEXAIIH.

bacta noaTsinyn k cebe cobak, CUIILHO IEPHYB 3a MOBOJKH, U COOAKU B3BU3THYIIH.

— Merru, nocnymaii MeHs! — nmpouenTtana IIUHOP, KOTIa OHU OCTAaBUJIM MALIUHY U OTIIpa-
BUJIMCH ciieloM 3a bacToii mo oOpbIBUCTON Tporne, Beayuiei k qomam. — OTaaBail KHUTY TOJIBKO
TOTJIa, KOTJla OHU NMPUBEAYT K HaM TBOETO OTLA, MOHsIa?

Merru KHBHYJIA M KPENKO prKasia K TPy Hesu10(haHOBbIHA MakeT ¢ KHUTOH. 3a KOro DIWHOP
ee npuHuMana? C apyroil CTOPOHBI, KaK MOYKHO HE BBIIYCTUTh KHUTY U3 PYK, eciu bacra craner
BbIpbIBaTh €e? Ho 3Ty Mbiciap Merru peuunna ocTaBUTh. ..
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Houp crosinma mymnas. Hebo Haj yepHBIME XOIMaMHU OBUIO YCesSHO 3Be3faMu. Tpoma, 1mo
koropori bacta Ben ux BHU3, OblJIa KAMEHHCTOM M TaKOMl TEMHOM, uTo Merru He BUENa CBOMX
HOT, HO KaX/IbIil pa3, Korzna OHa CIOTHIKAJach, €€ JOBUJIA 3a PYKy TO DJIMHOD, LIeauas psaoM,
To CaxkepykK, CJIel0BaBIIMI 3a HEW CIOBHO TE€Hb. | BUH CHIEN Y HETO B PIOK3ake, U cobaku bacTsl
YysUJIM 3aI1ax 3Beps.

Han crapsiMu tomaMu U3 ceporo, rpyoo 0TeCaHHOTO KaMHsI B3/IbIMaJlach KOJIOKOJIbHS. MHO-
THe JI0Ma IyCTOBAJIM. YIOUKH ObUIM TAKUMHU Y3KMMHM, YTO Merru, Kka3anoch, HE XBaTajao BO3yXa,
TaK TPYAHO CTaJlO AblIIaTh. Y HEKOTOPBIX JOMOB HE ObUIO KPBILIM, OT APYTUX OCTAIUCH JIMILIb
noxyoOBanuBIIMECs cTeHbl. B nepeBHe KanpukopHa ropenno Toibko HECKOIBKO (hOHApE, KOTOphIe
CBHCAJIX C apOK, NIEPEKPBIBaBIIMX YJIOUKH. HakoHen oHM npunuy Ha y3Kyto miomans. Ha onnoun
CTOpPOHE IUIOLIAJAN BBICWJIACH KOJIOKOJIBHS, KOTOPYIO Merru 3aMmeTwniia n3jajieka, a psjaoM ¢ Hel
HaXOJWJICA ABYX3TaXKHbIN JIOM, B KOTOPOM He ObLI0 HUYero npuMedarenbHoro. [lnomanp ocsema-
Jach JIydIle, YeM BCS IEPEBHS, — Cpasy YeThIpe (OHAPS PHCOBAIIM 3JIOBEIINE TEHU HA MOCTOBOH.

Bbacra noasen ux k O0JIBIIOMY 10MY, B KOTOPOM M3 TPEX OKOH Ha BTOPOM 3Ta)e JIWIICS CBET.
bout mu Tam Mo? Merru npuciymmBaiach K KakKJI0My HIOPOXY, MbITAsCh HAUTU OTBET, HO €1H-
CTBEHHOE, O YEM paccKasaliu el yaapsl ee cepaua, Obul ctpax. CTpax ¥ BOJTHEHHUE.
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BbinonHeHHOe 3aaaHue

— Jla Hem HUKAKO20 CMBICAA €20 UCKAmMb, — Npopblyai 6obep.

— Omo ewe umo 3nauum? — cnpocuna Cysu. — OH dce He Modxcem
yiimu danexo! Mul donoicnbl naiimu ezo! Ilouemy evi ymeepoicoaeme, umo
Hem CMblCia e20 UCKamy?

— Ilomomy umo cosepuieHHo sicHO, 20e OH, — omeemui bobep. — Pazee
6vl He nonumaeme? Ou dce k Heli nowen, k bBenou Konoynwve. U on nac
npeoarn!

K. C. JIvtouc. Xponuxu Hapuuu

Merru cotHto pa3 puconana cede nuio KanpukopHa, ¢ Toro Bpemenu, kak Caxepyk BIiepBbie
pacckaszai 0 HeM: | 110 JI0pore K oMy DJIHHOP, koraa Mo cufien ¢ Hell psaoM, U B TOM OrpOMHOMN
KpOBAaTH, U, HAKOHEI], 1o Jopore ctofa. Cto, Aa 4TO TaM — ThICSIUY pa3 MbITajach OHA MPEICTABUTh
ero ce0e, MPHU3bIBasi B MOMOIIHUKU BCEX 3JI0JICEB, KOTOPBIC BCTPEYAIUCH €i B JIFOOMMBIX KHHUTaX:
Kproka, rop6onocoro u tomero, gonrosszoro >xona CunbBepa, BEUHO C MPUTBOPHOU yIBIOKON
Ha ry0ax, uHueina J[>o ¢ ero HOKOM M CaJIbHBIMU YEPHBIMU BOJIOCAMH, KOTOPOTO OHA CTOJIBKO
pa3 BcTpevalia B IUIOXHMX CHaX...

Ho KanpukopH BBITIISIE] COBCEM HHAUE.

Merru OBICTpPO c/1aj1ach, CUUTAS ABEPH, MUMO KOTOPBIX OHU IPOXOINIIH, TToka bacra He ocra-
HOBMUJICS TIEPEJT OTHOM M3 HUX, HO OHA MOJICUMTAJIA BCEX MYKUYHH, O/IETHIX B uepHoe. MX ObLI0 yeT-
BEPO, OHU TONTAIUCH B KOPHIOPE CO CKYUYAIOIIUMU JIMLIAMH. PSI0M ¢ KaXKIbIM K CTEHE, BRIKPAIIICH-
HOU OeJloi M3BECTKOM, OBLIO PUCIIOHEHO PYXXbe. B o0neraronmx 4epHbIX KOCTIOMaxX OHU ObUIH
MOXOXKU Ha rpaveii Ha mamrHe. OauH bacta Ob11 B 6ernoil py0Oaiiike — 6eT0CHEXKHOM, Kak cKa3ani Obl
CaxepyK, a K BODOTHHUKY €0 KypTKH, CIIOBHO MpeaynpexaeHre, ObLT MPUKOIOT KPACHBIH 1IBETOK.

Taxum sxe kpacHbIM ObLT AoMalHui xanat Kanpukopua. OH cuen B Kpecie, Korna BoIes
Bacra ¢ Tpemst HOUHBIMU TIOCETUTEIISIMH, a TIEPE]T HUM Ha KOJICHSX CTOSLJIAa JKCHIIUHA U TIOACTPHUraia
€My HOI'TH Ha Horax. Kpeciio ka3anoch Jiisi Hero CIIMIITKOM MalieHbKUM. KarpukopH ObLT BBICOKHIA,
BBITVISI/ICI OH U3MOXKICHHBIM: KOXKa Kak OyJTO CIIUIIKOM TYro OOTSTHMBaJia €ro KOCTH, U OHa ObLia
OJeHee JIMCcTa HEMCITUCAHHOM Oymaru, a Ha roJIOBE — KOPOTKH €XHK BOJIOC. Merru He MOoria
CKa3aThb, CEIIbIC OHU HITU CBETIIBIC.

OHn moaHan rojoBy, Korna bacta oTkpbuT ABepb. [T1a3a y HEro ObLIM MOUYTH TaKue ke Oec-
I[BETHBIC, KaK M BCE OCTAILHOE, — TYCKJIbIE, KaKk cepeOpsiHbie MOHETHI. JKSHIIMHA y €ro HOT TOXe
Opocwuia B3IIIsi/] Ha BOLICIIINX, HO TOTOM BHOBb CKJIOHHJIACH HAJl CBOCH pabOTOM.

— [Ipomny mporieHusi, HO MPUOBLIN T€, KOTO BBI JKIaJU, — cKa3all bacta. — MHe moka3anochs,
YTO BBI XOTEIIM MIOTOBOPUTH C HUMU HEMEIJICHHO.

KamnpukopH oTKuHYNCS Ha CIMHKY Kpecia U MesnbkoM B3DsiHyN Ha Caxkepyka. [lotom nepe-
BeJI CBOM HMYETO HEe BhIpaXkaroliue mia3a Ha Merru. OHa HEBOJIBHO €11le Kpermye Mpuxkana K Tpyau
HaKeT ¢ KHUTOM. KanpukopH mpucTambHO MOCMOTPEIT Ha TAKeT, Kak OyJTO 3HAJI, YTO B HEM CIIpPSi-
taHo. OH Mofall 3HaK KEHIIWHE Y €ro HOT, Ta HEOXOTHO BBIMIPSIMIIIACK, MIOMIPABHIIA CBOE YTOJIBHO-
YepHoe MmaThe 1 Opocuia Ha Merru 1 DNUHOP B3MISLL, JIUIIECHHBIN TI00e3H0cTH. OHa Oblila MoX0Ka
Ha CTapyr COPOKY: Celble, 3aJIM3aHHbBIC Ha3a]] BOJIOCHI JIa OCTPhIA HOC, TaK HE TIOAXOIUBIINHN K €€
MaJIeHbKOMY MOpIHIMHHCTOMY Jinily. Clierka KuBHYB B cTOpoHy KarnpukopHa, oHa MOKHHYA 3aJl.

B mpocTtopHOM 3anie MeOenu CTOSJI0O HEMHOTO: JUIMHHBINA CTOJI, BOCEMb CTYJIbEB, MIKad 1a
TsDKEOBecHBIM Oyder. He ObUIO HHM ONHOM JIaMITbI, TOJILKO CBEYH, JACCATKH CBEYCH B TSKEIIBIX
cepeOpsHBIX MOJICBECYHUKAX. METTH MOKa3aJIoCh, YTO OHHM HATIOIHSIOT 3aJ1 HE CBETOM, a TCHBIO.

— I'ne ona? — cipocun KanpukopH. Merru HeBOJILHO OTIIPSIHYJIA, KOTJIa OH OTOJBHHYJI CBOE

KpCCJIO U IOAHAJICA. — N ue roBOpPU MHE, YTO HA 3TOT pa3 Bbl IPUBC3JIM MHC TOJIBKO JCBOYKY.
68



K. ®yHke. «YepHunbHoe cepaue»

Tonoc y Hero ObLT BBIpa3uTenbHEE JIMIa — OH OBUT TSKEI ¥ MpadeH, 1 Merru BO3HeHaBUAeIa
€ro ¢ MepBOro K€ CJI0BA.

— Omna npuBesna ee ¢ co0oii, — orBeTHI1 Cakepyk, Ipex/ie 4eM MerrTu ycrena cpearupoBars.
I'maza ero GecrokoiHO Oy K1 OT CBEYH K CBeYe, ITOKa OH TOBOPHII, KaK Oy/ATO WX TAHI[YIOIIHE
OTOHbKH OBLIM €IMHCTBEHHBIM, UTO €r0 3aHMMaio. — Ee oTen u mpasia He 3Ha, YTO B3sUI HE Ty
KHUTY. BoT 3Ta ero Tak Ha3biBaeMas npusTenabHulla, — Caxxepyk nokasai Ha DJIMHOpP, — 3aMEHMIIA
KHUTY 0e3 ero Bemoma! MHe KakeTCsl, OHa OMHIUMH OyKBaMH MUTAETCS. Y HEe UX LeNblid qoM. Ei
SIBHO JIy4Ille ¢ HUMH, 9eM B oOriectBe Jirozeit. — Cioa cinetaim ¢ ry0 Caxepyka Tak MOCTICIIHO,
CJIOBHO OH XOTeJ OT HUX M30aBUThCS. — Sl ee ¢ caMoro Hadaja TepIeTh HE MOI, HO BBl JK€ 3HAETE
Hauero npusitens BommeOHoro S3blka — OH Beerja gyMaeT Xxopoulo o jJoasx. OH Obl 1 camoMy
YepTy MOBEPUIL, YIBIOHUCH TOT EMY TO-IPYKECKH.

Merru o6epHynach K DnuHOp. Ta crosiyia Kak OyITO MPOIIOTHB SI3bIK. YTPBI3CHHUS COBECTH
OonpmMy OyKBaMH OBUTH HAIMCAHBI y HEe Ha JIOY.

Bce o0bsicuenus Caxepyxka Kanpukops ynoctonsn o1HuM KUBKOM. OH 3aTSHYJI IOTYKE MOSIC
xaJaTa, 3aJI0KWJI PyKU 3a CIIMHY U MEAJIEHHO mozouien Kk Merru. JleBouka u30 Bcex CUil crapa-
Jach HE OTCTPAHUTHCA U IOCMOTPETH B €70 OECLIBETHBIE IV1a3a TBEPAO U XpaOpo, HO CTpax 3allHy-
poBaJ eif ropyio. ITo ke Hajo — Tak neperpycutsh! OHa nmompoOoBaia BCHOMHHUTh XOTh KaKOTO-
HUOYZIb TEPOsi, XOTh M3 OIHOW CBOEW KHWXKH, BIE3Th B €T0O IIKYpY, YTOOBI IOYYBCTBOBATh CeOs
cuIIbHEe, 0oJIblIIe pOoCcTOM, OeccTpailiHee. .. [louemy el BCHoOMHUHAIKCh TOIBKO CKa3KU PO CTpalll-
Hoe, noka KanpukopH paccmarpusan ee? Beapb eii Bcerja Tak JIErko y/1aBajioch Uc4€3aTh B HE3HA-
KOMBIX MECTax, MEpeBOIUIONIaTbCA B KUBOTHBIX U JIIOAEH, CyIeCTBOBAaBIIUX JIUIIL HA Oymare.
[Touemy e ceituac oHa He MOXKeT 3Toro caenarb? [loromy 4to ona 6osnack. «IloTomy uTo cTpax
yOuBaeT Bce, — cKasai e omHax bl Mo. — Paccynok, ceparie, a yxx (paHTa3uio — U IOAaBHOY.

Mo... I'me e on? Merru ucKycaina Bce ryObl, YTOOBI OHU HE JPOKaji, HO 3HAJIA, 9TO CTPax
cuauT B ee mazax 1 uyto Kampukops ero Buaut. Kak eif xorenoch ceifuac, 4ToObl cepAlle cTajio y
Hee JICJSHBIM, a TyObl — HACMEIUIMBBIMU, a HE APOKAIMMU rydamMu peGeHKa, y KOTOpOro OTHsUIN
narmy!

Eme HukTO M HMKOTA HE CMOTpEN Ha Hee Tak. Merru yyBcTBoBaja ce0s MyXxoil, koTopas
NPUKIIENUTIAch K JIMIIKOW OyMakKe U 5KJIET JIUIIb, KOT/a €€ IPUXJIONHYT.

— Ckonpko et niet? — KanpukopH omisinyscst Ha Caxkepyka, Kak Obl He fjoBepsiss Merru oTse-
TUTH CAMOM.

— JIBeHaanare! — ckazana oHa 3BOHKO. [ OBOpUTh Apokanumu rybamu OblI0 Hellerko. — MHue
JIBEHA/ALaTh. A Tenepb s Xouy 3HaThb, IJie MOM OTell.

KanpukopH OyaTo u He ycbIman ee.

— JIBeHanuaTh? — MOBTOPUJI OH CBOMM MPAYHbBIM I'OJIOCOM, TSKEJIO pe3aBIIMM ciiyX. — Eie
JIBa-TPH I'0J1a, ¥ OHA CTAHET CUMIIATUYHOM, ITOJIE3HOM IITY4YKOM, TOJILKO KOPMUTB €€ HaJ[0 IOITy4lIe.

OH cnaBui e pyKy JUIMHHBIMU NaJIbLIAMU B 30JI0ThIX KOJIbIIAX — Ha OJIHOM pyKe ObLIO cpasy
Tpu. Merru nomnsiTangach BeIpBaThCs, HO KanpukopH Kpenko aepxai ee, IMIsAs Ha HEe CBOUMU
OecLBETHBIMH ITIa3aMH, KaK PbI0y, HECYACTHYIO TPETICHIYIIYIO PHIOKY.

— OTnyctuTte 1€BOUKY!

Bor korna Merru BnepBble opaoBaiack, 4YTO rojoc JJIUHOP MOT 3Bydarh Tak xecTko. U
Kanpukops otniyctui ee pyky.

OnuHOp BeTana 3a Merru v nojioxuia pyku el Ha IJjieuu.

— 41 ne 3nat0, 4TO 371€CH MpoucxoauT! — Habpocminack ona Ha Kanmpukopna. — He 3Hato, kto
BbI M UTO BBl U 3TH JIFOJU C PY>KbSIMH TBOPUTE B 3TOM 3a0bITOM OOrOM JIepeBHE, J1a MEHS 3TO U HE
uHTepecyeT. S 31ech, yTOOBI 3TA 1I€BOUYKA BHOBB 00pesna oTua. Mbl nepeaium BaM KHUTY, KOTopast
TaK BayKHa JJIsl Bac, — IyCTh J1ayKe Y MEHS MO Hell BCs AyIa OOJIUT, — HO BbI NOJIyYUTE €€ 00paTHO
TOJIBKO I1OCJIE TOT0, KaK OTell Merru 3aKkpoeT U3HyTPpH IBEPbh MOEH MAILIMHBIL. A €CJIU OH 110 KaKOM-
1100 MPUYHHE 3aX0UET eIIe 3/1€Ch 3aIePKAThCsSI, TO MBI XOTEJH OB YCIBIIIATE 3TO OT HETO CaAMOTO.
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Kanpukops, He IPOPOHUB HHU CJI0BA, IOBEPHYJICS K HEW CIIMHOM.

— 3aueM ThI TIpUBE3 C CO0O0M ATy >KeHIMHY? — crpocui oH y Caxepyka. — S ke ckazai:
JI€BOYKY U KHMUTY.

Merru cepamiia Caxepyka B3IVISAOM.

«/leBouKy 1 KHUT'y». DX0 3THX CJIOB 3BE€HEJIO B €€ F0JI0BE CHOBA M CHOBA. MerTH nonsitajgach
OCMOTPETH B m1a3za CaxkepyKy, HO OH YKJIOHWJICS OT €€ B3IIsia, Kak OyJITO MOT CTOPETh OT HETO.
Kak OonbHO ObLTO yyBCTBOBAThH ce0s Takol UAMOTKON. Takoil y:kacHOM, KOILIMapHON MINOTKOM.

Caxxepyk npucesn Ha Kpail cTojia U MajblaMu CXaJl OJHY U3 FOPSILIHUX CBEYEH — OUEHb MSTKO,
OYEHb MEJICHHO, KaK OyATO 0xkuj1ast 0011, MaJeHbKOIO YKyca IJIaMEHHU.

— 1 yxe o0bacHun bacte: Mueiinas DIUHOP U CHBIIIATE HUYETO HE XOTENa O TOM, YTOObI
MBI yeXaJM BIBOEM, — CKa3asl oH. — OHa HUKaK HE OTIycKaJla CO MHOM JI€BOYKY OJIHY, /la U KHUTY
OHa BbI1aJIa CONPOTUBJISSACH.

—Pa3Be 51 6pu1a HE MpaBa? — cpocuiia DIWHOP TaK TPOMKO, 4To Merru B3iporayia. — Merru,
Thl TOJIBKO MOCIYIIAil €ro, 3TOro MOXKUPATENs CIUYEK C pa3iABOEHHBIM s3blkoM! [lonmuiuio Mue
3BaTh HaJ0 ObLIO, KOTJa OH MOSBUJICS. A BEPHYJICS OH M3-3a KHUTH, TOJIBKO U3-3a Hee!

«W u3-3a MeHs», — nogymana Merru. «J[eBOUKy U KHUTY».

CaxxepyK NPUTBOPHIICA, YTO OUEHB 3aHST BBITACKMBAHUEM KaKOM-TO HUTKU U3 PyKaBa CBOETO
[aJbTO, HO €r0 PyKH, OOBIYHO TaKHE JIOBKHUE, TPOXKAIIH.

— A BbI! — DnuHOp ynepina ykasareiabHbli nanen noyTH B rpyas Kanpukopna. bacra cnenan
n1ar Brepes, Ho KanpukopH xecToM oCTaHOBUII €ro. — S ¥ IpaB/ia nepexuiia HeMaso U3-3a KHUr. Y
MEHS YK€ HE OJIHY KHUTY YKpaJIi, K TOMY %€ sl HE MOT'Y YTBEP:K/1aTh, YTO BCE KHUTM HA MOUX MOJIKaxX
HOTAJIM TyJa 3aKOHHBIM IyTeM. MoeT ObITh, Bbl 3HaeTe TaKylo LUTary: «Bce komiekiuonepsl
KHHT — TIAJAbIINKA U OXOTHUKW»? HO BBI, KaXeTcsl, U BIPSAMb CaMblil cyMacieAmuii u3 Hux. 1
MEHS YIMBISET TO, YTO 51 PO Bac HUKOIZA paHbllle He ciblana. e Bama komiekuusa? — OHa
OKHHYJIa OOJIBIIION 3aJ1 UIYIIUM B3IIA10M. — He BUXKY HU OHOW KHUTH.

Kanpukops cyHyn pyku B KapMaHbI Xajara u nojaai 3Hak bacre.

He ycnena Merru noHsiTh, 4To MPOUCXOAUT, KaK TOT BBIPBAJ MAKET y HEE U3 PYK, OTKPBLI
€ro U HEI0BEPUYMBO 3aMVISIHYJ1 BHYTpPb, KaKk OyTO 0KK/1ajl YBUJETh TaM 3MEI0 WU €I YTO-HUOY/Ib
KycCaroliee, a IOTOM BbIHYJI OTTY/Aa KHUTY.

Kamnpukops B3s1 ee, HO Merru He cMoryia MPOYECTh HA €ro JIMLE YTO-HUOY b MOA00H0E TO!
HEXHOCTH, ¢ Kakoil DnuHop uinu Mo paccMmarpuBaiu nto0yro kaury. Her, Ha e Kanpukopna e
OBUIO HUYETO, KPOME OTBPAILICHHS. .. U OOJETYCHHUSI.

— OHu 00e HUYero He 3HAIOT?

KamnpukopH packpbll KHUTY, TOJIKCTAI €€ U 3aKpblI. ITo Obula OHA, Merru noHsuia 3To 1o
ero Jmiry. 1o ObuTa MMEHHO Ta KHUTa, KOTOPYIO OH MCKaJl.

— Hert, onn Huuero He 3Ha1OT. — CaxkepyK Tak HAINPSHKEHHO CMOTPET B OKHO, CJIIOBHO TaM
OBLTO TOpa3o OONBIIE HHTEPECHOTO, YEM MPOCTO HEMPOIISAHAS YepHas HOUb. — OTel HUYero eu
HE paccKasbIBal, BOT IOUYEMY 51 3TUM U 3aHSUICS.

KanpukopH KuBHYIIL

— OTtBenu ux Ha 3aaHUi ABop! — mpuKa3an oH bacte, KOTOPBIN Bee €111e CTOSI PSIOM C HUM
C IMMYCTBIM [TAKETOM B PyKax.

— DTO elle yTo 3HAYMT? — HavYayia DIMHOP, HO bacrta yxxe motami ee 1 Merru 3a co0o0id.

— DTO 3HAYMT, UTO 5 BaC, MUJIbIX NITAIIEK, 3alIpy HAa HOUb B OJTHOM M3 HALIMX KJIETOK, — CKa3all
bacra, nogrankuBast UX py>KbeM B CIIUHY.

— I'me moit mana? — 3akpuyana Merru, ycibliaB, Kak COOCTBEHHBIH TOJIOC 3a3BEHEI B €€
ymax. — Y Bac xe tenepb ectb kuura! Uro Bam elie ot Hero Hajo?

KamnpukopH He crielia nmojo1ien K cBeue, Koropyto noracui Caxepyk, IpoBel yKa3areabHbIM
HanblieM [0 PUTUITIIO U OCMOTPEI Caxy.
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—YTo0 MHE HaJI0 OT TBOETO OTLA? — CKa3aJl OH, HE IOBOpadnBasch K Merru. — 5l xouy ocTaBUTh
ero 37echb, 4To ke emie? [loxoxe, Thl HE 3HaElIb, KAKUM BBIJAIOLIMMCS TaJJAHTOM OH 00Ja/iaeT.
o cux op BommeOHbIi SI3bIK He kean MOCTyIUTh KO MHE Ha CTyxO0y, Kak HU cTapaics bacra
yroBoputh ero. Ho ceiiuac, xorna Caxepyk mpuBe3 TeOs, OH OyleT aenarh To, 4TO 5 MOTpedyro.
B atom 51 abconroTHO yBepeH.

Merru nomnsiTanach OTIMXHYTh bacTy, HO TOT B351 €€ 3a IKHUPKY, KaK KypHILy, KOTOPOH XOTel
CBEPHYTH 11I€10, a Korja DJIMHOP KUHYJIACh € TOMOYb, OH HEOPEXKHO HAIPaBUII €1l B IPyIb pPyKbe
Y TIOATOJIKHYJ Merru K iBepu.

O06epHyBIIKCH, OHA YBUJENA, UTO CaxkepyK NO-IPEXHEMY CTOSUT y OOJIBIIOTO CTOJA U CMOT-
peI Ha Hee, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 He yiabl0ancs. «/3BuHu! — kazanoch, FOBOpUIIM €ro Iasa. — S 1omxeH
ObL1 3TO caenaTh. S Mory Bce OOBSICHUTD ! »

Ho Merru Huuero He xorena noHumars. 1 yx coBceM He coOupanach €ro U3BHHSTH.

— Jla uyTo0 THI ONIOX! — KpHyana oHa, moka bacta Tammi ee u3 koMHatel. — UTo0 THI cropen!
Uto0 ThI B COOCTBEHHOM OTHE 33JIOXHYJICS !

bacra cmesincs, 3akpbeiBas 1BEpb.

— Her, BbI TOIBKO NOCITyIIANWTE 3Ty MaJIEHbKYIO KOLIKY! — TOBOPHII OH. — MHE Ka)KeTCs, UTO
Te0s1 HaI0 OCTEPETaThCHI.

71



K. ®yHke. «YepHunbHoe cepaue»

CyacTbe u HecyacTbe

boina enyboxas nouv. bunzo ne moe cnamo. Ilon 6vin scecmrutl, HO K
amomy oH npusbik. Q0esiio y He2o ObLIO epa3Hoe U OMEPAMUMENbHO NAXILO0,
HO OH U K 3momy Obl1 npusviueH. B conose y Heco eepmenacv necenka, u
OH HUKAK He Moe uzbasumvcs om Hee. Omo Ovlia mpuympanvras nechbv
chupanu.

M. oe Jlappaéeiimu. boppubnvi-2. B nabupunme cnupaiu

Knerkn — xak HaszBan ux bacrta, — xotopele KanpukopH aeprkai HaroToBe JJII HE3BAHBIX
TOCTEH, pacnojiaraJiuch 3a IEPKOBbIO, Ha ac(albTUPOBAHHOM IIIOIIAIKE, TJE CTOSIN KOHTEHHEPHI
JUISI Mycopa ¥ O0YKH BIIEPEMEIIKY C TOpaMH CTPOUTENIHHOTO XJ1aMa. B Bo3ayxe BUTAaI IETKHii 3amax
Oen3uHa. CBETIIUKH, OECLIENBHO JIETABIINE B HOYHM, KAa3aJI0Ch, 1 CaMH HE 3HAJIH, KaK UX 3aHECIO
Ha 3TO MECTO. 32 KOHTEIHEpaMu ¢ MyCOpPOM CTOSUTH MOTypa3BajuBIIHecs JoMa. BMecTo OKoH B HX
CepbIX CTEHAaX 3UsUTU AbIpbl. HeCKONbKO TPYXIISIBBIX CTaBHEH €1Ba BICENIM Ha METISIX, U Ka3anoch,
MaJICHIIMI MOPBIB BETPA BOT-BOT COPBET MX. JIMIIb HAa MEPBOM dTa)Ke JABEPU OBbLIM MOKPAIICHBI
B I'PSI3HO-KOPUYHEBBIN LIBET, & HA HUX HEPOBHO, KaK OyATO JETCKON PYKOW, OBLIM HapHUCOBaHbBI
nudpel. Ha mocneaneit npepu, HaCKoOJIbKO Merru cMoria pa3ooparb B TEeMHOTE, ObLiia mudpa 7.

bacra monaBen ux k Homepy yeTbipe. Ha MruoBenne Merru modyBCTBOBasia OOJer4eHUE
OTTOTO, YTO OH BCE-TaKW HE UMEN B BUAY HACTOSIIYIO KJIETKY, XOTS JBEPh B TIIYXOH, JIUIICHHON
OKOH CTEHE BBITVISICNIa COBEPIICHHO HETIPUBIIEKATEIBHO.

— DT0 Bce Kypam Ha cMmex! — OpaHuiack DIUHOP, oka bacTta oTmupal 3aMOK ¥ OTOJBUTAI
3acoBbl Ha ABepu. OH npuBen ¢ co00i MOAKPEIUICHNE — TOLIETO MATBYHIIIKY, OIETOTO B TAKYIO JKe
4yepHy1o (hopMy, KaKk My>KUHHBI B IepeBHe KanprukopHa, KOTOPOMY SIBHO I0CTaBJISUIIO YAOBOJIBCTBHE
yTpOXKAIoIIe HACTABIIATh Py’Kbe Ha DIMHOP BCAKHM pa3, Korja oHa OTKphIBasia poT. Ho 3acTtaBuTh
€€ 3aMOJT4aTh 3TO HE MOMOTrao. — Bo 4To 3To BbI TYT urpaete? — pyrajach OHa, HE OTBOAS B3IJIS
OT AyNa pyXbsl. — S clbliiana, 4To 3TU TOPbI C TaBHUX BPEMEH CIIY)KHUIIU MPUIOTOM pa30OMHUKaM,
HO MBI C BaMH B JIBQJIIIATh IIEPBOM BEKe JXKMBEM, pebdsaTa! B Hale Bpems rnmocerureneid BAHTOBKOM
MPOYb HE TOHAT, Ta)Ke TaKHE COILISKH, KaK BOH TOT. ..

— Hackomnbpko s 3Har0, ¥ B 3TOM JUBHOM BEKE TBOPST BCE TO XKE, YTO U MPEXKIE, — OTBETHI
Bacra. — A TOT coruIsIK KaK pa3 B HY’KHOM BO3pacTe, YTOObI MOCTYNUTh K HaM B yueHHe. S eme
MOJIOJKE OBIII.

OH NMUHKOM OTBOPHUJI ABEph. TeMHOTA 3a HEel Obla elle YepHee, 4eM HOYb BO JBope. bacta
BTOJIKHYJ CHadaja Merru, oToM DJIUHOP U ¢ TPOXOTOM 3aXJIOMHYIT 32 HUMU JIBEPb.

Merru ycnbiiana, Kak B 3aMKe TOBEpHYJICS KJI04, Kak bacTta 4To-To ckasan, a MajabuuIIKa
paccMesiics M Kak 3By4aly UX yaasstonuecs mard. OHa cTalia mapuTh pyKaMu [0 CTOpOHaM, MOKa
HE KOCHYJIaCh CTeHBI. Merru Ja)ke He MoIvia MOHATh, TJe DIUHOP, HO CIIbIIIaja, Kak Ta pyrajiach
TJIEe-TO PSAIOM.

— B aT0i1 mpIpe 4To, HET Ja)ke MPOKIATOTO BhIKIOUaress? YepT moOepu, MHE KaxkeTcs, s
MPOBaJINIACh B KAKOW-HUOYIh CKBEPHO HAMKCAHHBIN MPUKIIOYCHUYECKUI pOMaH, I1e, MOUTPhIBas
HOXXUYKOM, OpOJIAT 37I0/IeH ¢ YePHO MOBSA3KOI Ha I1a3y.

DnuHOp nroduna OpaHUThCs, 3TO MerTu yxe ycrena 3aMeTUTh, U 4eM 0OoJIbllle OHA B3BUH-
YHBaJaCh, TEM CUJIbHEE Pyranach.

— DnuHOp? — MO3BaJl KTO-TO U3 ThMBI.

Pagocth 1 ucnyr cpasy npo3Bydaiy B OTHOM CJIOBE.

Merru Tak ObICTpO 00epHYIaCh, YTO 3aMHYIACh HOTA 00 HOTY.

— Mo?
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— O =er! Merru! Kak Tb1 ctoga nonana?

— Mo! — Merru, CIOTHIKACh, IIOIIIA B TEMHOTE Ha rojioc Mo.

Ubs-TO pyKa cxBaTuja €€ 3a IJIe40, Najlblibl IPOOEkKanuch MO JIULLY.

— Hy, nakonen-to! — Ilog moronkom 3aropenack Jammnouka 0e3 abaxkypa, 1 CaMOI0BOJIbHAS
OnuHOp yOpana majiel ¢ NbIJIbHOTO BBIKIIOUATENsd. — DJIEKTPUUECKUI CBET U BIPSMb CKa304HO
npekpacHoe n3o0peTenne! — ckazana ona. — [1o kpaitHelt Mepe, 3TO SIBHBIN IPOTPECC IO CPABHEHUIO
C IpYTUMH CTOJIETUSIMH, Bbl HE HaXoaAuTe?

—Yro BBl 371€CH AenaeTe, DMuHOp? — cipocusl Mo, nprxumas Merru k cede. — Kak To1 Moriia
JOTYCTUTb, YTOOBI OHU MIPUBEIIN €€ crofa?

— Kak s morna sto momyctuts? — ['onoc DnuHop npecekcs. — A s1 He HaOuBaach B HIHBKU
K TBOEH jouepH. S 3Ha10, KaKk yXa)KuBaTh 32 KHUT'AMU, HO JIETH, YePT MEHS BO3bMHU, — 3TO COBCEM
npyroe neno. Ona ke no Tede Bcs u3Benach! Xorena uaru uckarh te0s! M yto nenaer nypHas
DIMHOP, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI CIIOKOMHO ocTaBaThes Aoma? Hy, He Mory ke s OTIyCTUTb JIEBOUKY
OJIHY, IyMato s1. M BOT uTo s momydyaro 3a cBoe OnaropozactBo! MHe roBopsT rajlocTH, AepKaTr Ha
MYIIKE, a TeNephb €IIe U Thl yIpeKaellb. ..

— Jlagno, maguo! — Mo ormaaen Merru ¢ HOT 40 TOJIOBEI.

— Y mens Bce xopoio, Mo! — ckazana Merru, XoTs rojloc y Hee HeMHOTo Apoxkait. — [Ipasna!

Mo KMBHYJ U IOCMOTPEJ B CTOPOHY DIIMHOP.

— Bol mpunecnu kuury Kanpukopny?

— EcrectBenno! Thl ObI TOXKE €My €€ OTHall, €CJIH OBl 5. ..

— Ecnu ObI THI €€ HE MOAMEHIIIA, — 3akoHYHIIa 32 Hee Merru. OHa B3s1a Mo 3a pyKy U cxkana
ee. Eii Bce eme He BEpHIIOCH, YTO OHM CHOBA BMECTE U OH JKUB-3I0POB, BOT TOJIBKO Ha JIOY OKpO-
BaBJICHHAs [aparnHa, MO4YTH He3aMEeTHAas 332 €ro TEMHBIMH BojlocaMu. — OHu Omwnn 1e0s1? — Merru
3a00TJIMBO MOMIANIIA PAHKY.

Mo ynbIOHYIICS, XOTS ceiyac emy ObLIO HEBECEIIO.

— Orto nmyctaku. Bece HopmanbHO! He Bonnyilics.

Merru He cousa 3TO OTBETOM, HO OOJIbIIIE HE CIIPAIIMBAIA.

— Kak BoI ctona goopamucs? KanpukopH erie pas nociai Tyaa Jronen?

DIUHOP MOKavasia TOJI0BOM.

— Her, — roppko cka3ana oHa. — TBOM JIpy’KOK BCE YCTPOWJI caM. XOPOILIYIO 3MEI0 MPUBEN
ThI B MO# ioM. CHavana oH npeaai Tedsi, a MOTOM MperoaHec 3ToMmy KanpukopHy eiiie U KHIDKKY
Jla JOYKYy TBOIO B Mpujayy, Ha MOAHOCUKE. «J[€BOUKY M KHUTY», — MBI TOJIBKO YTO CJIBIIIAIN 3TO
ot camoro KampukopHa, 310 OBbIJIO €ro 3ajaHue Il oKuparels cnudek. 1 ToT ero ucmonxmn, k
BAlIeH panoctu KanpukopHa.

Merru nonoxuna pyky Mo cebe Ha miedo u crpsrtajia JUILOo y HETO Ha TPYIU.

— NeBouky u kaury? — Mo npuxan k cebe Merru. — EctectBenno. Teneps Kanpuxops moxet
OBITh YBEPEH B TOM, YTO S C/I€JIal0 BCE, YTO OH MOTPedyeT. — Mo MOBEpHYJICA U IOXPOMAJl K COJIO-
MEHHOMY TIO(DSIKY, JIeXKaBIIEMY B yIITy Ha TOJTy. B310OXHYB, OH ycelcst Ha HEeTo, TPUCIOHUIICS CITH-
HOM K CTEHE U Ha MTHOBEHME 3aKpbl1 1a3a. — H-ga, Tenepb Mbl, BUIUMO, KBUTHI ¢ CaxepyKom, —
CKa3aJ OH. — XOTs 5 M 33/1a10 ce0e BOIPOC: Kak 3ariatuT eMy KampukopH 3a rnpenarenscTBo?

— KButs1? Yto ThI nMeellb B BUAY? — Merru npucena psjaoM ¢ otuoM. — M 4ro Tsl jomkeH
caenarb 11t Kanpukopna? Uto oH ot Tebs xouet, Mo?

Conoma Ob11a BIaXKHON M HE OYEHb IPUTOJHOM I CHA, HO 3TO OBLIO BCE-TaKH JIy4lle, YEM
KAMEHHBIH TOJI.

Mo Momgai 1enyo MajeHbKYI0 BEYHOCTb, Pa3IiisfIbIBasi FOJble CTEHBI, 3alepTyI0 ABEPh U
IPSI3HBIN MOJI.

— MHe kaxeTcsl, HacTynaeT BpeMs paccka3aTbh TeOe BCIO HCTOPHUIO, — CKa3all OH HaAKOHEL. —
XOTb 51 M XOTEJ pacckas3arh Tebe ee He B TaKOM Oe3yTEIIHO-TIeYaTbHOM MECTE U TOT/a, KOT/Ia ThI
CTaHEeIllb HEMHOXKO MOCTapIIE. ..
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— MHue aBenaauars jaet, Mo!

[Toyemy B3poOCIBIE TYMAIOT, YTO JETH JIydIlle IEPEHOCT TaifHbI, 4eM npaBay? Pa3se onu He
3HAIOT MPO MpadHbIe UCTOPUH, KOTOPHIE IUIETENIb cebe caM, 4ToObl OOBACHUTH TaiHy? W numib
Ho3kKe, Kora y Merru y>ke MmosiBUINCh CBOM JIETH, OHA TOHSIIA, YTO ObIBAET TaKas Ipas/a, KOTopas
710 KpaeB HAIOJHAET Cep/Ille OTYAsTHUEM, M YTO O Hel He JI0OAT paccKasbIBaTh, 0COOEHHO CBOMM
JIETSIM, €CIT HET B 3aI1ace XOTh Yero-HUOY/Ib, TAIOIETO HAa/IeK Ty U IPOTOHSIONIETO OTYasHUE.

— Canuce, DnuHop! — ckazas Mo 1 4yTh MOABUHYJICS. — DTO JOJTast HCTOPHSI.

DnUHOP B3IOXHYNA U IIEPEMOHHO TPUCENia Ha MOKPYIO COJIOMY.

— Ot0 Bce Hempasaa! — mpodopMoTaia oHa. — DTO BCE HE MOXKET OBITh MPaBIOH.

— 51 Tak yke neBATh JeT JyMaro, DIUHOp, — cka3zaid Mo. U oH Hauan pacckasblBaTh.
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TanHoe CTaHOBUTCH ABHbLIM

OH 63511 KHU2Y.

— A nouumaro mebe écnyx. /s pazeneuenusi.

— A 6 neti npo cnopm ecmsv?

—  ®exmosanue. bopvba. I[leimxu. Aovl. Hcmunnas 1106086b.
Henasucmo. Mecmo. Benuxanvl. Oxomuuxu. 3nvle moou. [obpeie noou.
Ilpexpacnvie Oamovr. 3meu. Ilayxu. bonesnu. Cmepms. Xpabpwvie noou.
Tpycnusvie moou. Jloou cunvhvie, kaxk medseou. Ilocous. Iobez. Jlooice.
Hemuna. Cmpacmu. Yousenenue.

— 38yuum Henioxo, — cKasa s.

Y. I'onoman. Ipunyecca-ueeecma

— Tebe 6b110 TOTAA TpU roAa, Merru, — Hadan Mo. — [1oMHI0, MBI TTpa3AHOBAIH TBOM JI€Hb
poxaenus. S monapun rede KHIDKKY ¢ KapTuHkaMmu. Hy, Ty, ¢ MOpCKUM 3MeeM, y KOTOporo 6osenu
3yOBbl, U TOTJIa OH OOBMJICSI BOKPYT Masika...

Merru kuBHYMa. JTa KHIKKA JIe)Kana B €€ CyHIy4YKe U y)Ke JBaXKIbl HapsbKajaach B HOBOE
TUIaThe.

— M&I? — cpocuia oHa.

— 5l u TBOS MaMa. Y3ke Tor/a sl He MOT IMIPOWTH MUMO KHIKHOTO Mara3uHa. Jlom, B KOTOpOM Mbl
WU, ObUT OY4EHB MaJl — MbI 3BaJId €T0 KOPOOKOI U3-110]] 00YBH, MBIIIIMHBIM IOMHKOM, KaK TOJIBKO
MBI €T0 HE Ha3bIBAJIU, — HO B TOT JICHb 51 OMATH KYIIWJI LEIbIA SIUK KHUT B OTHOM OYKHHHUCTUYECKOM
MarasuHe. DJIHHODP, — OH OpOCHII HA Hee B3I U YIBIOHYINICSA, — HEKOTOPbIE U3 HUX TeOe OueHb
nonpaBuinch Obl. U kuura KanpukopHa Toxke Obuia Tam.

— O10 ObLa ero KHUra? — Merru yauBIeHHO MOocMOoTpera Ha Mo, HO OH MoKayas rojaoBoOil.

— Her, e B ToMm neno, Ho... J[aBaii Bce mo mopsaky. Mama TBOSI B3I0XHYJA, YBUEB HOBBIE
KHUTH, U TTIOMHTEPECOBAJIACh, Ky/la HAaM MX OISTh CTaBUTh, HO MOTOM, €CTECTBEHHO, MPHUHIACH
MIOMOTaTh MHE UX PAaCCTaBIATh. B To BpeMs 5 Bcerga yTo-HUOYAb YUTAN el BCIyX 10 Beuepam.

— Tb1 unrtan Beayx?

— Jla. Kaxxnerii Beuep. TBoeit MaMe 3TO HpaBUiIOCh. B TOT Beuep oHa BeiOpana «YepHuiIbHOE
cepaue». Eif Bcerja oueHb HpaBUJIMCh CKAa3KU U IPUKIIIOYECHHSI, UCTOPHH, TIOJHBIE Ol€CKa U ThMBI.
Omna Morya nepevnucianTb Te0e IMEeHa BCeX phllapeit kopoisi ApTypa, 3Haja Bce-Bee npo beoBymnbda
u ['penniens, mpo apeBHUX OOTOB U HE TAKUX YK IPEBHUX repoes. MlcTopuu npo mupaToB OHA TOXKE
aro0una, HO MuJiee BCero ObLIN € Takue, B KOTOPBIX ObLT XOTh OAMH PhIIAph, IPaKoH UIH (es.
N mexnay mpounm, oHa Bcerga Obuia Ha cTopoHe napakoHa. [IpaBaa, npakoHoB B «UepHUIBHOM
cepaue» He ObLI0, HO 3aTO YK B M30BITKE U ONlecKa, U ThbMBI, a PO (el 1 K0OOIbI0B U TOBOPUTH
Heuero!.. Kobonb1oB TBOsSI Mama Toxke 00okana: u OpayHu, u Oyka OycoB, u heHOnupoB, U GoneTTu
¢ ux 6a00YKOBBIMU KPBUIBSIMHU — OHa MX Bcex 3Hana. Hy BOT, MblI BbIIaiu TeOe CTONKY KHUKEK C
KapTUHKaMHU, YI00HO YCEITUCh PAIOM C TOOOW Ha KOBpE, U 51 HAYall YUTATh.

Merru npucIOHUIACH TOJIOBOM K miedy Mo U ycTaBuiach Ha roiayr cTeHy. Ha rpssHoit
noOenke OHa yBUJeNna ceds Takylo, Kak Ha cTapbix (ortorpadusix: MaleHbKYIO, C MyXJIE€HbKUMU
HOXKaMH, CBETIIOBOJIOCYIO, IEPEOUPABIIYIO0 CBOMMH MAJICHbKHUMH MaJbYUKaMU CTPAHULIBI KHUKEK
¢ kKapTuHKamHu. Tak ObLTO BCeraa, koraa Mo 4to-To pacckasbiBai: Merru Bujena KapTHHKY, JKUBBIS
KapTUHKH.

— Cka3ka HaM MOHpaBWJIaCh, — Mpoaoxkai orell. — OHa OblIa 3aHUMaTENbHA, XOPOIIO HAIH-
caHa W HaceJeHa CTPaHHBIMH CyllecTBamMH. TBOEil MaMe HPaBWIJIOCH, KOTZIa KHUTa yBJIEKana ee B
HEU3BECTHOCTH, I MUP, B KOTOPBIH €€ 3Bajio « YepHUIIbHOE CepALIe», pUIIencs el o Hpasy. [lopoi
UCTOPHs CTAHOBUJIACh OYEHb MPAYHOM, U BCAKHM pa3, KOTa HAYMHAIOCh 0COOEHHO UHTEPECHOE,
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TBOSI MaMa MOJAHOCHIIA TTaJIeT] K Ty0aM, | s YATaJ THUIIE, TaKe €CIIM MBI ObLIIH YBEPEHBI B TOM, YTO
Thl OblJIa 3aHATA CBOUMHU KHUYKKaMU, YTOOBI CIIyIIaTh CTPALIHYIO UCTOPUIO, CMBICI KOTOpOH Tebe
BCE PaBHO OBLJIO HE MOHATH. 32 OKHAMH JIaBHO CTEMHEJIO, — s TIOMHIO BCE, Kak OyATO 3TO OBLIO
BYEpa, — CTOSJIA OCEHb, M U3 OKOH JyJ10. MBI pa3Beiu OrOHb B 04are — B «KOPOOKe U3-1107 OOYBH»
He OBUIO IIEHTPAIILHOTO OTOIUICHHUS, 3aTO B KKIOH KOMHaTe OblIa TMedKa, — U sl Hadall CeAbMYIO
rmasy. TyT Bce U CIIy4uioCh. ..

Mo 3amormuan. OH CMOTpE KyZia-TO B CTOPOHY, OY/ITO 3a0BIBIIACH, TOTEPSIBIIMCH B COOCTBEH-
HBIX MBICIISIX.

—Yt0? — npowentana Merru. — Uro ciyuunocs, Mo?

Oren mOCMOTpET Ha HEe.

— OHu BBILLIM HAPYXKY, — CKa3aj OH. — BApyr oTKyna HU BO3bMUCH OHU OKA3aJIUCh 37IECh, Y
JIBEPU B KOPHUI0p, KaK OyATO 3aluIu ¢ yaullbl. Korna oHM MOBEpHYINCH K HAaM, YTO-TO 3alllE€leCTeNo0,
CJIOBHO KTO-TO pa3BOpauyMBall JUCT Oymard. Y MeHs Ha ry0ax Obum ux umena: bacra, Caxepyk,
Kamnpuxops. bacra nepxxan Caxepyka 3a IIKUPKY, KaK II€HKa, KOTJIa €ro TPSACYT, €CJIU OH YEro-TO
HatBopwi1. KanpukopH ysxe Torna oueHb JIF0OUI HOCUTh KPaCHOE, HO B TO BPEMsI OH ObLJI Ha JIEBATH
JIET MOJIOXKE U HE TaKOW Xy/IOH, Kak cedyac. Y Hero ObUT M€Y, a 5 ero Mpexkae HU pa3y BOIU3U HE
Bujen. Y bacTel Ha mosice To)ke BUCEN Med U ele HOX, a Caxkepyk. .. — Mo nokauai rosnoBoil. — Hy,
y HEro npu cede, eCTECTBEHHO, He ObTO HUYET0, KpOME KyHHIIBI C POKKaMH, OH ee (hOKycaMu Ha
xJ1e0 3apabareiBai. He qymato, 4ToObI XOTh KTO-TO U3 HUX HOHSJI, YTO CIIYYHJIOCH. S U caMm ropaszio
MO3KE B 3TOM pa3oOpascs. Mol rooc 3acTaBuil UX BbINACTh U3 CKa3KH, KaK 3aKJIajKy, 3a0bITyIO
KeM-TO MexX cTpaHull. Kak UM ObLJI0 OHSTH Takoe?

Bacra Tak rpy6o ornuxHyn ot cedst Caxkepyka, 4To TOT yHall, M XOTell yKe OOHaXHUTh CBOU
Med, HO B €r0 pyKax, OeibIX Kak Oymara, CHJIbl SBHO HE ObUTO. Med BBICKOJIB3HYI Y HETO U3 PYK
U ymaj Ha KoBep. Bplio Takoe olrylieHue, YTo Ha KJIMHKE 3alleKiIach KPpOBb, HO BO3MOXHO, Ha
HEM JIMIIb Urpaiu otonecku orus. KanpukopH crosit u o3upancs. Kazanoce, y Hero rososa muia
KpPYTOM, OH IOIIATBIBAJICS, KaK APECCUPOBAHHBIM MEBE/b, KOTOPBII CIUIIKOM JI0JITO TaHIEBaJI U
KPYTHJICS B OIHY CTOpOHY. MOXKeT OBbITh, 3TO HAC U CIIACIIO, IO KpalHe# Mepe, TaK BCerna yTBep-
xnan Caxepyk. Eciou 661 bacTta u ero rocrionua HaOpajauch Cuil, OHUA Obl HAC, BO3MOXKHO, YOUIIH.
Ho onu emnie He coBceM NpUOBLIN B HAIll MUP, U sl CXBATUJICS 32 MeU, KOTOPBIH JieXKall Ha KOBpE
MeXIy MOMMH KHUTaMu. OH OKazajcsi TOpaszio TshKeliee, 4eM s cebe mpencTaBisil. Beimsaen s
C ATOM LITYKOH, HAaBEpPHOE, y’KACHO CMEILIHO — BEPOSTHO, B35JI €r0 HAalepEeBEC, KaK MbUIECOC WIN
nanky. 1 Bce ke, xorga Kanpukoph, nomareiBasicb, NpuOIM3MICS KO MHE, S HAalpaBUJI HA HETO
KJIMHOK, M1 OH OCTaHOBUWJICS. 3alIMHASICh, 5 IOMBITAJICS OOBSICHUTD €MY, UTO IIPOU30IILIO, XOTS U caM
3TOr0 HE MOHMMAaJI, HO KanpukopH JMIlb MM Ha MEHS CBOU BOJSIHUCTHIE IM1a3a, a bacra crosin
PAIOM C HUM, NIOJIOKUB PYKY Ha CBOW HOXKUYEK, U, Ka3aJI0Ch, %K/1aJl, YTO €r0 MOBEJIUTENb PUKAKET
nepepe3aTh BCEM HaM IVIOTKH.

— A noxuparesnb CMueK? — OXPHUIIIKUM T'OJIOCOM CIIpocuia DIUHOP.

— OH cuzen Ha KOBpE, KaK ONTYLIEHHbIH, U HE MPOU3HOCHII HU 3ByKa. O HEM 5 Jake He AyMaJl.
Ecnu oTKpBITH KOPOOKY, B KOTOPOI JIBE 3MEH U SIILIEPULIA, Thl BE[b CHaYaIa o3ad0TUIILCS O 3MesX,
HE TaK Ju?

— A Mos Mmama? — efiBa npolenrtaiga Merru: oHa He IPUBbBIKIIA IPOU3HOCUTDH 3TO CJIOBO.

Mo nocMoTpen Ha Hee.

— S nurne He mor ee HaiTu! Thl Bce elle cuaena cpeid CBOMX KHUKEK U OTPOMHBIMU TJIa-
3aMH CMOTpEJIa Ha 4yKaKoB, KOTOPbIE CTOSJIN B HAIlIEM JIOME, Ha UX TSKEJIbIE CAalloru U opyxue. 5
3a Bac 00eux y»acHo 0osyics, HO, K MoeMy obneryeHuto, Hu bacta, nu Kanpukops He obpamianu
Ha TeOs HU Majeiero BHUMaHus. «/loBonbHO OonTarh! — cka3zan HakoHen KampukopH, moka s
IyTaJCsl B COOCTBEHHBIX CJIOBaX. — MeHs HE MHTEpeCyeT, KAKUM 00pa3oM s Momnaji B 3TO JKaJIKOe
MECTO, HO CHIO € CEKyHIy BEpHU HAcC 0OpaTHO, MPOKJIATHIN KOJIAYH, Wi bacta oTpexer TBOH
OONTIAMBBIN A3bIK». 3ByUYaso 3TO HE OYEHb-TO OOHAEKUBAIOIIE, /1a K TOMY K€ YXK€E B IIEPBBIX IIa-
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Bax s [IPOYMTAJI O HUX HEMAJIO U 3HaJ, yTo y KanpukopHa cioBo HE pacXoauTcs C J1e10M. Y MeHs
Jla)ke TOJI0BA 3aKPY’KUJIAach, TaK OTHYATHHO S Pa3MBILUIAI HAJl TEM, KaK 3aKOHYMTH ATOT KOLIMap.
S moAHsT KHUTY — BO3MOYKHO, €CJIH €I1I€ pa3 IPOYeCTh C 3TOr0 MeCTa... S pelus Tak U CJeaTh.
[Toka s cnoThikaics Ha cioBax, KanpukopH pasmisiabiBan MeHs, a bacta BeIHMMai U3-3a mosca
HOXK. W HU4ero He cinyunnock. O6a Tak M CTOSUTM B MOEM JIOME M HE JIelaJId HU MaJICHIITNX MOMbI-
TOK BEPHYThCS Ha3aJ B CBOIO CKa3Ky. Ml BAPYT g COBEPILIEHHO SCHO MOHSI, YTO OHU Hac yObtoT. U
sl yPOHWIJI KHUTY, 9Ty OecTallaHHyI0 KHUTY, U TIOIHSUT M4, KOTOPBIN TIepet 3TUM OpOCHIT Ha KOBEP.
Bacra monpITancs MeHs ONepeuTh, HO s ObLT ObICTpee. MHE MPHUIUIOCH B3STh 3TY HPOKIATYIIYIO
IITYKOBHHY 00CHMH pyKaMH — s BCE €Ile TIOMHIO, KaKOH JieiTHON Obu1a pykosiTe. He cripammBait,
KaK MHE 3TO BOOOIIIE yIa10Ch, HO 51 cMor nporHars bacty u Kanpukopna B kopuaop. S Tak MOIIHO
OpYZA0BaJ MEUOM, YTO pa30Ouil HeMasio Bellel. Thl MPUHSIIACH IIIaKaTh, U sI XOTEN MOBEPHYTHCA K
TeOe U CKa3aTh, YTO BCE TO TOJIBKO Ka)ETCs, HO HE MOT — BCE CHJIbI MOM YXOJWJIHM Ha TO, YTOOBI
o0opoHAThCs OoT HOka bactel m Meua KanpukopHa. «Hy, BOT 0HO U Cil1y4usioch, — KpyTUIOCH Y
MEHS B TOJIOBE 3a€3KEHHOM MJIaCTUHKOM, — TETEPh U Thl BJI€3 B UCTOPUIO, KaK JABHO MEUTAI, U 3TO
ykacHO». CTpax B )KM3HHU COBCEM HE TaKOM, KaK B KHUrax, Merru, a urpath B repos, J1a elie Haro-
JIOBHMHY, HE TaK UHTEPECHO, KaK MHE MPEXKIE Ka3aJloCh. DTH JBOE TOYHO MPUKOHUYMIMU Obl MEHS,
JIEP’KUCH OHU MOJTyullle Ha Horax. KarnpukopH 3aopait Ha MeHsl, OT THEBA [J1a3a €ro MOYTH BbUIE3IN
u3 opout. bacra yrpoxan MHE U HaHEC CKBEPHYIO paHy Ha pyKe, HO BAPYT JIBEPh OTBOPHJIACH, U
00a CKpBUIMCh B HOYM, LIATasACh, CIIOBHO MbsHbIE. S C TpyAOM 3aJBUHYN 3aCOB Ha JABEPU — TaK
TPSACINCH Y MeHS najiblibl. [IprcioHuBIINCE K ABEpH, S MPUCITYLIAICS K 3ByKaM Ha yJIulE, HO HE
yCIBIIIANl HUYEro, KpoMe COOCTBEHHOTO OemIieHo crydamiero cepana. M Tyt pasnmancs TBO# rmiaq
U3 TOCTUHOM, U S BCIIOMHUJI, YTO C HUMH ObUT U TpeTuid. Sl moxpomain oOpaTHO, BCE €Ile AepiKa
Meu B pyKe, U TaM nocpean koMHathl crosi Caxepyk. Opykus Ipy HEM He ObLJIO — OfJHA KyHHUIIA
Ha IJIeye, U OH, MOOJEeIHEB, OTIIATHYJICS, KOrja s nouen Ha Hero. HaBepHoe, s BBIIVISAE KOILI-
MapHO: KPOBb TEKJIA IO PYKE, U s IpOKaJl BCEM TEJIOM, HE MOTY CKa3aTb, OT CTpaxa WU OT THEBa.
«Iloxanyiicra! — mpommenran oH. — He yousaii mens! 5 ve ¢ Humu. S mpocro urisip, 6e30011HbINH
orsernorarens. S Mory tebe 3To Aokazarb». U 1 otBeTmi: «/la-na, nagHo. S 3Hat0, o1 Caxkepyk».
W oH 61aroroBeiiHO CKJIOHWIICS TMIEPEI0 MHOM, BCEBEIYIIUM YapojieeM, KOTOPBIN 3HAJ O HEM BCeE,
KOTOPBIN BBITPSIXHYJI €r0 U3 €r0 MUPA, KaK CTPAXUBAIOT ¢ BeTKU A0s0Kk0. KyHuna cnomnsia no ero
pyKaBy Ha I10JI, BCKOYHJIAa Ha KOBEp M mobexana K tede. Thl mepecTana miakath ¥ MpOTSHYIa K
Hell pyuky. «OcTopokHO, OHa KycaeTcst!» — ckazan Caxepyk 1 OTOTHaj ee oT Te0s1. S He oOparan
Ha 3TO BHUMaHUS U BJPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK THXO CTajlo B KoMHare. Tuxo u mycro. S yBuzaen
KHUTY, JIE)KABILIYIO HA KOBPE U PACKPBITYIO HA TOM MECTE, Ha KOTOPOM $1 €€ YPOHWJI, U MOYIIKY, Ha
KoTOpoi cunena TBosd Mama. Ho ee camoit Hurge He 6bu10. Kyna sxe ona noneBanace? S 3Ban ee,
TIOBTOPSISl €€ MMsI BHOBb M BHOBB, 00€)KaJl Bce KOMHATBI, HO OHA MCYe3a.

DIMHOp MIseNIa Ha HETOo B yIOp.

— O 4eM ThI TYT TOBOPHIIIb, BO UMSI BCErO CBATOTO? — yMpeKkHyna oHa ero. — OHa e, Kak
Thl MHE PacCKa3bIBaJl, yexajla B KaKoe-TO JIypallKoe MTyTeleCTBUE UCKAaTh IPUKIIIOYEHHUH U HE Bep-
HYJ1ach!

Mo npHuCIOHUIICS TOJIOBOW K CTEHE.

— Hy, 4uto-T0 s noymxkeH OblT IpUIyMaTh, DIUHOP! — cKa3asl OH. — Bpsia nu st Mor Toraa pac-
cKa3arh TeOe mpaBy, He HaXOIUIIb?

Merru nornanuia Mo pykKy B TOM MeCTe, IJIe MMOJ pyOamkon mpsATaics ciiel OT JATHHHOU
OJe1HOM LIapanHBbl.

— Twl 5xe MHE Bcera paccKa3biBall, YTO IOpPE3all pyKy, epeses3ast uepes pa3ouroe OKHO.

— Cosepuienno BepHo. [IpaBma Obuta Ob1 uepecuyp 6e3ymua. He tak nu?

Merru kuBHyaa. OH ObLI IpaB, OHA OCYUTANA Obl BCE ATO €I11€ OJHOU €ro CKa3KoM.

— W1 ona He BepHynach? — mporienTaia Merru, XoTs 3Hajia OTBET.
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— Her, — orBetun Mo. — bacta, Kanpukops u Cakepyk BbILUIM U3 KHUTH, @ OHA BOIILJIA B HEE
BMECTE C JIByMsI HAllIUMH KOIIIKaMH, [0 CBOEMY OOBIKHOBEHHUIO CUJIEBIIMMHU Yy HEE HA PyKax, [IOKa
st yutaa. Bo3moxHo, 3a ['BUHA ToXe KTO-TO Mcue3, MayK, HapUMeEp, UM MyXa, WIK OAHA U3 TeX
NTHYEK, YTO JIETAJIN BO3JIE HAILIETO JIoMa. ..

Mo 3amomnuan. [lopoii, mpunymaB 0COOEHHO yIauHy10 HEOBUTUILY, B KOTOPYIO Merru okasbl-
BaJIOCh JIETKO TIOBEPUTH, OH BAPYT yibiOascs u ropopui: «[lonanace, Merru». Kak Torna, Ha cenb-
MOU ee JIeHb POXKJICHHS, KOT/Ia OH paccKasall ei, 4To Halllel B KpPOKycax Ha JIy)Kalke IByX (eil.
Ho ceituac yneiOku He OBLIO.

— be3ycrneniHo nouckas TBOIO MaMy 110 BCEMY JIOMY, — IPOJIOTKUII OH, — sl BEPHYJICS B TOCTH-
Hy10, HO Caxkepyka y>ke U cliel POCTbUI BMECTE C €r0 porarbiM JIpyroM. MHe ocTajcsi TOIbKO
Meu, TaKOM HACTOSIILIMN Ha OIIyIb, YTO 5 PELIMI OOJbIlIE HE COMHEBAThCA B CBOEM paccynke. S5
OTHec TeOs B KPOBATKy U, Ka)XKETCs, CKa3all, YTO MaMa y’Ke JieIyla CIlaTh, a IOTOM OISATh IPUHSIICS
yntarh «YepHunabHOE cepaue». S mpoyen 3Ty NPOKIATYI0 KHUXKKY LIETUKOM, sl YUTAI €€, TI0Ka He
OXPpHII, a 32 OKHOM 3a0pEe3KUJI PacCBET M B30OLLIO COJHIE, HO BCE, YTO OTTY/A MOSBHIIOCH, — 3TO
JeTy4asi MbIIIb J1a IIEJIKOBOE IMOKPBIBAJIBIE, KOTOPBIM 5 [T03KE 0OMJI TBOM CyHAY4OK JUIsl KHUT. U
elle MHOIO JHEW M HOYEW HampoJieT s MBITAJCS CAeaTh TO K€ caMoe, IoKa Ivla3a HE HAuMHaJIo
Kedb, a OyKBBI HE PUHUMAJIHICH MBSHO TUISICATh 110 CTPAHHIAM. S| He e U He CIiaj, MPHIyMbIBast
JUisl TeOsl BCE HOBBIE U HOBBIE MCTOPUM O TOM, IZI€ cedyac TBOS Mama, U 30pKO CJIEIUI 3a TEM,
YTOOBI Thl HUKOIJIA HE HAaXOAWJIach B TOM KOMHAre, I/I€ S YUTaJl, IOTOMY YTO OOSJICS, YTO U Thl
MOXelb ucue3nyTb. O cebe s moueMy-To He JyMas: y MeHsS ObLJIO CTpPAaHHOE YyBCTBO, YTO CaM
YTell HaBEPHsIKa HE MCUE3HET CPEeIM CTPaHULl KHUTH, KOTOpyto uuTaer. [IpaBaa iau 310, HE 3HAIO
710 cux nop. — Mo ororxan komapa. — 5 yuTan BCiyX, [TOKa HE yCTaj OT CBOEro rojioca U He MOT
ero OO0JIbIIe CIBINIATh, — TPOJOJIKAJ OH CBOM pacckas3. — Ho Mama TBOst He Bo3Bpamiaiach, Merru.
3aro Ha MATHIA JICHb MOSBHICSA B MOCH TOCTUHOW CTPAaHHBIN YEIOBEYEK, IMPO3PAYHbIi, OyaTO U3
CTEKJa, U McYe3 MOYTAIbOH, KaK pa3 OMYyCKABIINN Mapy MUCEM B SLIUK (S HALIENl €ro BEJIOCUIIE]
BO JiBope nepest 1oMoM). C Tex 1op g yBEpUIICS, UTO HU CTEHbI, HU 3allepThie IBEPH HE MOTYT OBITh
Ha/Ie’)KHOM 3alUTON OT MCUE3HOBEHUS — JUIsl TeOs WM JUIsl Koro yroaHo eule. M pemnn Hukorna
OoIbIIIe HE YNTATh BCIIyX HU OJHY KHUTY, HU «YepHUIBHOE CepLe», HH YTO-HUOYIb eIIe.

— A 4TO CTaj0 CO CTEKISTHHBIM YeI0BEeUKoM? — cripocuiia Merru.

Mo B310XHY.

— OH pasneTesncs Ha OCKOJIKHU JIBa THS CITyCTsl, KOT/1a MUMO HaIIero OKHA Mpoe3all 00JbIIoN
rpy30BUK. CMEHUTH MUD HE IIPOCTO — MAJIO KTO BBKUBAET. Mbl ¢ TOOOM 3HaeM, Kakoe 3TO MOpoi
CYaCThe — MPOKPACTHCS B KHUT'Y U IOXKUTH B HEW HEMHOKEUKO, TOJILKO BOT BBICKOJIB3HYTh U3 CKa3KU
U BIIPYT OKa3aThCsl B HAILIEM MHPE — 3TO OOJIBIIOTO CYACThSI HUKOMY HE PUHOCUT. CakepyKy 3TO
HAJ0OpBAJIO CEPILIE.

— A OHO y HETo €CTh? — C TOPEUbIO CIpOCUiia DIUHOP.

— Emy xwmiock 061 Topasno nerde, ecnu 6 He Obwuio, — orBeTHs1 Mo. — Ilpomio Gompiie
HEJIEeH, U OH OKa3aJics Iepesl Moel ABEpbIo. bbl1o 3T0, pasymeeTcsi, HOUbIO, B €ro JI00MMOE BpeMs
CyToK. Sl coOupan demonmaH — penmi, 4To OyAeT Jydllle yexarb, He XOTeJI0Ch MHE eIl XOTh pa3
rHatb MedoM bacty u Kanpukopna. Caxkepyk noarBepaui Mo onaceHusi. beiio yxe 3a noiaHoub,
KOTJIa OH TOSIBUJICS, HO CHAaTh s BCe paBHO HEe MOI. — Mo nomaaun Merru no ronose. — Tsl TOrIa
TOXe€ IJI0X0 crnaja. M cHuiauch Tebe KomMaphbl, Kak S HU MbITAJICS MIPOTHaTh TBOM CHBI CBOMMU
cKazKkaMmH. S ykiaJpIBaJl HHCTPYMEHTBI B MAaCTEPCKOM, KOTia B IBEph TUXO Noctydanu. Caxepyk
BBIHBIPHYJI U3 ThMbI IOYTH TaK e BHE3AITHO, KAK M UEThIPE JHS TOMY Ha3a/l, KOr/ia 0Ka3ajcs HOUbIo
y Hamiero goma. Heyxenu nponuio ToiabKo yeTsipe AHsA? B mpousiii pa3 Bua y HEro ObUT Kak y
TOLLEr0 YJINYHOIO KOTa, U MOX0XKE, OH JaBHO ronojaai. «BepHu menst oopaTHo! — ymounsn oH. —
[oxanyiicrta! Otor Mup MeHs yousaeT. OH yepecuyp CyeTJIUB, TECEH U ONTyLIUTENEeH. S ympy —
HE OT TOCKH, TaK OT rojiofa. Bexp MHE HedeM 3apaborars. S 3mech HHUEro He 3Haro. S kak perda
6e3 Boabl». OH MPOCTO HE XOTEN BEPUTH B TO, UTO S HE MOTY 3TOro caenarb. OH XOTea BUIETh
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KHUTY, XOTEJ TIONpoOOBaTh caM, XOTs eJie-ejie yMeJl YUTaTh, HO 5, ECTECTBEHHO, HE MOT' €€ JaTh
emy. Torma st paccrancst ObI C TOCIEIHUM, YTO OCTABAIOCH Y MEHs OT TBOei MaMbl. [1o cyacTeio,
KHUTY 5 xopoio crpsitan. CaxepyKy sl pa3pelu NepeHoYeBaTh Ha JUBaHE U, KOIJa CITyCTHIICS
yTPOM BHM3, YBU/JIEN, YTO OH 0O1IapuBal nojku. Eiie ABa roga oH TO U €710 MOSIBIISJICS, peciie-
Nysl Hac, KyAa Obl Mbl HU [lepeexaliy, I0Ka MHE 3TO OKOHYATEJIbHO HE HA/10€110, U OJJHAK [l HOUBIO
s IpocTo cOexalt ¢ Tobol Kyna masa msaaatT. [locie storo s ero 6ombiue He Buaen. M BOT yeTbipe
JTHS Ha3aj. ..

Merru nocMoTpesna Ha HEro.

— A 1ebe ero Bce elie kajko, — cKka3aja OHa.

Mo momnyai.

— WHorga, — cka3an oH HaKOHEII.

DIMHOP NPEe3pUTENBbHO (BIPKHYIIA.

— A ThI e111e HEHOpMaJIbHEE, YeM 4 AyMala, — CKa3zaja OHa. — DTOT Mep3aBel] BAHOBEH B TOM,
YTO MBI CUJMM B 3TOH JbIpE, HAM, MOXET, M3-3a HETO IJIOTKHU MEPEPExyYT, — a Tede ero xanko?!

Mo noxan njaeyaMu U IOCMOTpEN Ha MOTOJOK — TaM BOKPYT JIAMIIOYKH JIETAJId HOYHbBIE
06a00uKH.

— KanpukopH HaBepHsiKa moo0eIa emy, 4To BEpHET ero 00paTHo, — ckazain Mo. — OH He Kak
sl — OH Cpa3y HOHsI, 4TO 3a Takoe obemanue Caxepyk caenaeT Bce. BepHyThCs B CBOIO CKa3Ky —
3TO €IMHCTBEHHOE, YETO OH XOYET, U Aa)Ke HE CIIPAILMBAET, XOPOLLO JIU JJIsl HETO BCE KOHUUTCS !

— Hy, B HacTosmIel )XKU3HU BeAb TOXKE TaK, — 3aKII0UMIIA DIUHOP C TPAarMYeCKUM BUIOM. —
Toxe He 3HaelIb, XOPOILIO JIM BCE KOHUUTCA. B HalleM ciydyae Bce TOBOPUT MOKA O IJIOXOM KOHIIE.

Merru cuzena, 00XBaTHB pyKaMH KOJICHH, TIPUCIIOHMUB JIMIIO K KOJICHKE, ¥ CBEPITHIIA B3TVISI0OM
rpsi3HO-Oenbie cTeHbl. OHa SICHO BUeNa mepea coboit OykBy «K», Ty camyro OyKBY, Ha KOTOPOU
cujiena poratasi KyHULA, U €l Ka3aJo0Ch, YTO U3-3a OIPOMHOM OYKBBI BBIIVISIBIBAET €€ MaMa, KOTO-
PYIO OHa 3HaJIa JIMIIb 110 BBIIBETIIEH (oTorpaduu noxa nmoaymkoir Mo. 3Ha4unT, oHa He cOexana.
Kak xe elt »xuBeTcss B TOM coBeplieHHO HHOM Mupe? IIoMHUT 1 oHa eie o cBoer pouke? Wnun
Merru u Mo ctanu ajis Hee He 6osee yeM Onexsoi kapTuHkoi? TockoBaia Jin OHa 1Mo COOCTBEH-
HOMY MHupYy, kKak Caxxepyk?

A tockoBain i Kanpukopu? MoxeT, OH Toe X0Tell, 4To0b Mo BuMTan ero ooparuo? A 4to
OyzeT, Korzna oH MoiMert, 4To Mo He 3HaeT, Kak 3To c/enaTh? Merru noexuiach.

— V¥V KamnpukopHa ecThb e1ie oauH uTel], — ckazan Mo, kak Obl IpounTaB ee MbIciu. — bacra
pacckasbIBaJl MHE ITPO HETO, BOBMOXHO, YTOOBI YBEPUTH MEHSI, UTO HE TAKOH YK 1 U HE3aMEHUMBIH.
Bpoze 0b1 oH yxe BoiunTal 11 KarnpukopHa MHOTO MOJIE3HBIX TOMOLTHUKOB.

— axke Tak? A 4TO X TOT/Ia €My OT TeOs Ha10? — DIMMHOP MOTHSIACH U C KPIXTEHBEM MTOTEepIa
cebe oTcrxeHHOE MecTo. — S Tenepb BooOI1ie HU4ero He nonumaro. Hajerocs Toibko, 4To Bce 3TO
He OoJsiee yeM JAypHOM COH, ITOCJIE KOTOPOro OOBIYHO MPOCHINACHILCS C 3aTEKIIEeH 1eeil U ragKuM
IPUBKYCOM BO PTY.

Merru CUIIBHO COMHEBAIACh B TOM, YTO DJIMHOP U B CAMOM JIeJIe JIesieeT TaKyto MeuTy. Ciauii-
KOM HacTOsIIIeH Oblsla MOKpasi COJIOMa, Ja M XOJIOAHAs CTeHa 3a ee cnimHoi. Kak oHa xanena, 4yTo
TaK 1 HE NpowIa HU CTPOUKH U3 «YepHunpHOro cepaua»! Beab oHa HUYero He 3Hajla O CKa3Ke, B
KOTOpoii ucuesna ee Mama. OHa 3Hazna 1ML cka3ku Mo, Bce Te HCTOpUH, KOTOPBIE OH paccKa3blBall
ell, IOKa OHU KUJIM BJIBOEM, 3a T€ JOJITUE TOJbl, KOI/Ia OH IMPUIyMbIBaJl BCE HOBbIE IPUYUHBI, 110
KOTOpPBIM Mama He MOIJIa BEPHYThCS JOMOM, KOrjja TOBOPUJI €M O MPUKIIIOUYEHUAX, KOTOPbIE MaMe
JIOBOJTMIIOCH TIEPEKHTH B JAJICKUX CTPaHaxX, 00 yKACHBIX Bparax, BCe BpeMsl MEIIABIINX €l Bep-
HYTbCS, U O CyHAYKE, KOTOPBII OHA 3al0JIHsIIA TOJIBKO Il Merru, Haxons B Ka)kJ10i BONILIEOHON
CTpaHE 4TO-TO HOBOE U COBEPILEHHO YY/IECHOE.

— Mo, a Kak TbI 1ymMaellb, € HpaBUTCS B 3TOH cKa3ke? — crpocuia OHa.

Mo nonro xymain Hasl OTBETOM.
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— Hy, deu eit HaBepHsIKa HPABATCS, — CKa3aJl OH HAKOHEI, — XOTS OHU U KaIlPHU3YJIH, a KOOOIIb-
JIOB OHA YK TOYHO OyJIeT KOPMUTH MOJIOKOM, 5 €€ 3Hato. Jla, JymMato, Bce 3TO €Ml MOHpaBUTCA. . .

— A... 9ro eii He moHpaBuUTCA? — Merru 03a004eHHO MOCMOTpENa Ha HETO.

— Bce moxoe, — orBeTnnn Mo noMennus. — B 3TOM KHUT€ TPOUCXOIUT MHOTO CKBEPHOTO, a
OHA TaK U HE y3HaJla, YTO BCE TaM 3aKaHYMBAETCs Oojee-MeHee 0J1aronoyyHo, Be/lb sl HE yCHel
JOYUTATh. ..

— Ho oTkyna ThI 3Haeb, 4To CKa3ka BOOOIE HE M3MEHMIIACh? — cripocuiia DIuHOp. — Benp
B KOHIIE€ KOHIIOB, Thl BbIUNTAN U3 Hee KarpukopHa u ero npyxka ¢ HOKOM. Ternepb OHU HaM JKUTh
MEIIAOT.

— Ma, — cka3as Mo, — HO B KHUI'€ OHH, BO3MOXKHO, BCE elle )kUBYT! S MHOTO pa3 nepeunThiBal
ee ¢ Tex Nop, Kak OHM ee MOKUHYNIH. B ckaske roBopurcs o Caxepyke, bacte u Kanpuxopue. Pa3se
3TO HE 03HAYAET, YTO BCE OCTaNOCh Kak Obu10? Uto KanpukopH Bee elie TaMm, a 371eCh Mbl CpaskaeMcs
JIMILB C €r0 TEHbIO?

— JI71s TEHU OH UYTO-TO Yepecuyp yKacHbIH, — cKa3aja DJIUHOP.

— [a, BepHo, — cornacuiics Mo B3abixasi. — MOXeT, TaM BCE M U3MEHUIIOCH U 33 HAIIEYaTaHHOMN
Ha Oymare MCTOpUEH CKpBIBaeTCs Jpyrasi, KOTOpas TOXe MEHSETCs, Kak ¥ Haml Mup? A OyKBBI
JIMIIG TPUOTKPBIBAIOT HAM MaJICHBKHI KyCOYEK TaiHBI, KaK €CIIM OBl MBI 3aIVITHYJIM B 3aMOYHYIO
CKBaYKUHY.

OIMHOP B3A0XHYJIA, IPOCTOHAB.

— O nebo! — ckazana ona. — Moptumep, ripekpatu! ¥ MeHs axx rojoBa pa300Jienacs.

— IloBepp, MOs TOXKE pacKalibIBaJIach, KOTJa sl Hauaja 000 3TOM pa3MbIILIATE, — OTBETUI Mo.

W onu Hagoaro 3amonyaiy, MoMMaHHbIE KaXKIblii CBOUMU MBICIISIMH.

Mosmuanue npepBaiia DIUHOP, HO BHIIJISLAEIIO 3TO TaK, OyATO OHA TOBOPHIIA caMa C COOOM.

— boxe moii, — 6opmoTaia oHa, cCHUMast Ty(JIM ¢ yCTajIbIX HOT, — KaK [TOyMat0, CKOJIbKO pa3 s
MeuTaja 0 TOM, YTOObI IPOKPACTHCS B OJIHY U3 CBOUX JIFOOMMBIX KHUTL. A Be/lb OKa3bIBAETCS, CAMOE
Jyd4lllee B KHUrax TO, YTO MX BCErJa MOXKHO 3aKpBITh, KOIJIa XOUEIllb.

Omna nomesenuia najibliaMy U IpUHATIACch PacXaKuBaTh B3aI-Brepes. Merru nogasusia cMme-
IIOK — CJIMIITKOM KOMHUYHO BBITVIsIIEa DIUHOP, OpOAMBILAS OT CTEHBI K IBEPH Ha 3aTEKIINX HOTaX,
OyaTO 3aBOJIHAS UTPYIIKA.

— DOnuHop, ThI MeHs ¢ yMa cBezeulb! Csaap celiuac xe! — ckazan Mo.

— A BOT ¥ He csy! — orpbI3Hynack oHa. — [loTomy 4To cuid s cama ¢ yma coiiny.

Mo cmopimt Hoc 1 00HsT Merru.

— JlagHo, manum el moOerarb! — mpomrenTan oH. — KHIoMeTpoB necsaTh HAMOTAET, 1a U
canutcs. Ho tebe Hamo Obl mocnark. S ycTyruio Tebe CBOKO MmocTenb. TaMm HE Tak II0XO0, Kak
Ka)XeTcsl. A €ClIi 3aKphITh IJ1a3a, TO MOXKHO MPEACTaBUTh ce0sl TOpoceHKOM Buinb0ypom, KOTOpbIit
YIOTHEHBKO YCTPOUJICSI B CBOEM capae. ..

— ...V Hunecom, KOTOPBIN CIIAT B TPABE ¢ JUKUMHU T'yCSIMU.

Merru HeBOJIBHO 3eBHYA. Kak 4acto oHM ¢ Mo urpanu B 3Ty Urpy: «A KaKyr KHHUKKY ThbI
BCIIOMHHIIIb, a KaKy0 Mbl 3a0b1n? AX 11a, BOT 3Ty! A 0 TOil 1 yKe TaBHO HE BcloMuHail...» OHa
yCTaJIo MOTSIHYJIaCh Ha KOJIIOYEH cosloMe.

Mo ctsanyn ¢ ce0st CBUTEp U YKPBLI €e.

— Opnesno Tebe Bce paBHO HY’KHO, — CKa3ajl OH, — I'yCh Thl MJIM TIOPOCEHOK.

— Ho 151 e 3amep3Herib!

— I'mynocru.

— A tae Torga cnath Tebe u DnuHop? — 3eBas, cripocuia Merru.

Tonpko Tenepb OHa 3aMeTUIIa, HACKOJIBKO yCTala.

OnuHOp Bce OpoAusia OT CTEHBI K CTEHE.

— Kakoii eme con?! — Bocknuknyna ona. — Kapaynute Oyaem. [1o ouepenu, ecTeCTBEHHO.
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— Xopor1uo, — npodopmoTana Merru u yTkHy’iaach HOcoM B cButep Mo.

«OH BepHyIICs, — MoiyMaJla OHa, TOKa COH TSKEJIUJI €€ BEKU. — A BCE OCTaJIbHOE HE BaXKHO.
MHe Obl ToNBKO MpoYMTaTh 3Ty KHIKKY!» Ho «YepHunpHoe cepaue» Obuto y Kanpukopha, a o
HEM OHA ceryac AyMmarhb HE XOTeNa, HHau€e € y»Ke HUKOrJa He ycHyTh. Hukorna. ..

Ona He 3Hamna, ckoyibko crana. Ee pa3Oyauin To i COOCTBEHHBIE 3aMep3IINe MATKH, TO
JIM KOJIIoYasi coyioma 1oj rojioBoil. Ha ee wacax O0bu10 yetsipe. B koMHaTe 6€3 OKOH HEBO3MOKHO
y3HaTh — HACTYNUJIO YTPO UJIU yKe Beuep, HO MerTu Kak-To He BEPUIIOCH, YTO IPOIILIA Le1ast HOUb.
Mo u Dnunop THX0 OecenoBany oA ABepbio. O0a BHITTIAACIN YCTAIBIMU U 03a00U€HHBIMU.

— Jla, oHM Bce emle CUMTAarOT MEHs yapojeeM, — ropopuwsi Mo. — Jlaiu MHE 3TO0 CMEIIHOoe
npo3suile — Bonmeonsiit A3bix. Y KanpukopH TBep10 BEpUT B TO, UTO SI MOTY BCE 3TO OBTOPUTH
B JII0001 MOMEHT U C JIF000H KHIKKOH.

— A TBI IpaBaa MOXKENIb? — CIIipocuiia DIMUHOP. — ThI Belb €I11€ HEe BCE paccKaszal, nmpasaa’?

Mo He oTBevas O4EHb JI0JITO.

— Hert, — mpousHec OH HaKOHEII, — TOTOMY 4TO 5l HE X049y, YT00bI MerTu ToKe Hadaaa CYUTaTh
MEHS 4apoJIeeM.

— Tax, 3Ha4MT, HE pa3 OBIBAJIO, YTO THI YTO-TO. .. BEIYUTHIBAI?

Mo KHBHYIL.

— 41 Bcerna oueHb JHOOMII YUTATh BCIYX, C CAMOTO JIETCTBA, U BOT OJHAX/bI, KOTJa 5 YUTAJl
npusrento «Toma Coliepa», Ha KOBpe BIPYT NOSBUJIACH JJOXJIas KOIIKa, )KECTKasl, Kak gocka. 1 B
TO € BpEMS MCUE3 OJIMH U3 MOMX IUTIOIIEBHIX 3Bepel — 51 OOHapY KU 3TO No3ke. MHe Kaxercs, y
Hac 000uX TOrJa YyTh CEPALE HE OCTAaHOBUIIOCH, @ IOTOM MbI MOKJISUIMCH U CKPENUIN KIISITBY KPO-
BbIO, KaK Tom u ['€K, 4TO HUKOI/Ia B )KU3HU HUKOMY HE PACCKaKeM IMpOo KOWIKY. [To3:xke 1, KOHEUHO,
IBITAJICS IOBTOPUTH MOAOOHOE yKe TaiiHO, 0e3 cBUeTeNNel, HO HU4ero He npoucxoauio. M kaza-
J0Ch, AJI 3TOT0 BOOOILIE HE ObUIO HUKAKUX MPaBWJI, OAHAKO BBIYMTATH YTO-HUOYIb SI MOT JIMILb
U3 TE€X CKa30K, KOTOpble MHE HpaBWINCh. KOHEUHO k€ s XpaHWJ BCE, YTO BBIUYUTHIBAJ, KPOME,
HOXaJlyH, TOLTHWIBHOTO OTyplia, KOTOPBIM OJjapujia MEHs KHUKKa PO A0OpOro BearKaHa, OH ObLI
ciuikoM BoHrouni. Korga Merru Obuta enje coBceM MajleHbKasi, HHOT/A YTO-TO HaXOAWJIOCh B
€€ KHMKKaX ¢ KapTUHKaMM — TO MEPBIIIKO, TO KPOXOTHas Ty(denpka... Mbl ckilaJpIBaju BCE 3TO B
€e CyHAY4OK ¢ KHUTaMH, HO HE TOBOPWIIM €, OTKyJa 3TH Bem. Kro 3HaeT, MoxeT, oHa OoJbIie
HE OTKpbUIa Obl HU OJIHY KHUTY — BJIPYT OTTYAA BBINOJI3ET OTPOMHBIA MOPCKOM 3MeH ¢ OOIbHBIM
3y0OOM WJIH ellle 4TO-HUOYIb CTOJIb ke ykacHoe! Ho HuKoraa, Cibluiie, DIUHOP, HUKOTA 10 TOU
CaMoOil HOUM HU U3 OJJHOM KHUTY HE BBIXOAMJIO HUYETO KUBOT0. — MO pasmisiibIBasl CBOM JIaJIOHH,
Kak OyATO BHUJIEN Ha HUX BCE€ T€ MPEAMETHI, KOTOPBIE €0 T0J0C BhIMaHWI U3 KHUT. — Hy nouemy
HE BBIIIEI KTO-TO XOPOIIH, €CIIH YK TaK OBLJIO CYKJIEHO, KTO-HUOYIb BPOJIE. .. CJIOHeHKa babapa?
Merru npunuia Obl B BOCTOPT ...

«O na, 1 Obl TOYHO IHINAJA OT BOCTOpra», — nogymana Merru. OHa IOMHUIA U KPOXOT-
HYI0 Ty(eabKy, ¥ TIEpPBIIIKO — OHO OBLJIO M3yMPYIHO-3€JI€HOE, KaK MEPHIIIKH TOMyras JOKTOpa
Hynurtna.

— Hy na, roBopto xe Tede — Bce MOIJIO OBITh €lIe XyXke. — ITO ObLJIO COBEPIICHHO B JAyXe
Onunop. Kak OynTo mMano UM TOro, 4To MX 3arepiiy BAAIM OT MUpPa B NOJIypa3pyLIEHHOM JIOME U
YTO BOKPYT HUX TaK U UIHBIPSIOT JIFOAM B YEPHOM C JIMIIAMU XUIIHBIX OTUI] U HO)KaMU Ha PEMHSX.
Ho Dnuuop Brasena UCKyCCTBOM MPEACTABISATH BCE B 00Iee MpadHOM CBeTe. — A 4TO, €CIIU BIPYT
y Te0st toma rosiBuIIcst Ob1 JxoH CritbBep ¥ MPUKOHYMI ObI TE0sI CBOUM JIEPEBSIHHBIM KOCTBUIEM? —
nienrtana oHa. — Hert yx, 51, noxanyii, npeanowia 6s1 3troro Kanpukopna. 3naems uro? Kak nobe-
pemcs 10 1oMa, S UMEIo B BUIY, 10 MOETo J0Ma, s AaM TeOe KaKylo-HUOYAb XOPOLIYI0 KHUXKKY —
«Bunnu-Ilyxa», Hanpumep, unu «TaMm, rae xKuByT yynoBuiia». S ycrymio tede camoe ynooHoe
Kpecito, cBapio koge, a OTOM ThI MOYUTaeHb BCayX. JlagHo?

Mo THXO pacCMesICs, ¥ €T0 JINIO0 HA MTHOBEHUE YTPATHIIO 03a00YEHHOCTD.
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—Hert, DnuHOp, HE MOUKTaI0. XOTS U 3ByYUT OYE€HBb 3aMaHUMBO. S] TIOKJISIICS HUKOT/IA OOJIbIe
He 4ynTarh BCIyX. [loau y3Hal, KTO MOKET UCUE3HYTh B ClIeyroIui pa3. Moxer, naxe B « BUHHU-
[Tyxe» ecTb 311011€M, KOTOPOTO MBI YITYCTHJIU U3 BUY? A BAPYT sl BOOOIIE BEIUNTAIO caMOro BunHu-
[Tyxa? 1 4to emy 31ech Jaenarb, COBCEM OTHOMY, 0e3 Bcex-Bcex-Bcex, 0e3 Pomu um [lyxoBoit
Onymku? Cepaie IIymoro MHIIKA MTPOCTO pa3o0beTes, Kak pa3omiocs cepane Caxepyka.

— AX TBI OOXe MOI! — HeTeprneauBO OTMaxHyJach OT Hero DnuHop. — CKOIBKO pa3 Tebe
MOBTOPSTH: HET y 3TOro Mep3asua cepaua. Hy na magno. Ilepeitnem K ciienyromemy BOIPOCY,
OTBET Ha KOTOPbIN MEHSI OUE€Hb UHTEPECYET. — DIMHOP CcTaja FOBOPUTH THUIllE, U Merru npuuuioch
Hanpsab ciayx. — A kem Obu1 3ToT KanpukopH B cBoeii ckaszke? Hy, OblT OH 311071€€M, HO, MOXKET
ObITh, MO)KHO Y3HAaTh O HEM 4TO-HUOYIb erie?

Merru ToX€e X0TeI0Ch y3HaTh odobie o Kanpukopue, Ho Mo BApyT cTan Hepa3roBOPUMB.

— YeMm MeHbILIE BBl O HEM 3HA€TE — TEM JIy4llle, — CKa3aJl OH, @ [IOTOM M BOBCE 3aMOI4all.

OJMHOP elle HEKOTOPOE BpeMs YIIOPCTBOBaIa, HO MO YKJIOHSJICS OT BCEX €€ pacCIpoCOB.
Kazanocs, y Hero HeT H1 MaJeMIIero xejanus roBopuTh 0 Kanpukopre. Merru nossia, 4To Mbic-
JIEHHO OH OBbLJ Iie-To Aasieko. M HakoHel DauHop 3aipemMalia, CBEpHYBIIUCH KaJJaunKOM Ha XOJIO-
HOM 11011y, @ Mo Tak ¥ cujien, IpUCIOHUBILINCH CIMHON K CTEHE.

On npucHuiica Merru, korna v oHa 3acHyJa. Bo cHe ero Jnio B301U10 HaJl HEH, Kak TeMHast
JyHa, ¥ U3 HETO BBICHINIAIMCH PAa3HBIE CYIIECTBA — TOJICTHIC M TOHKKE, OOJNBIINE U MAJICHbKHE, OHH
IpPbITaiv, CKaKalld, U UX CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE 0OJIbIlE. A HA CAMOM HOCY JIyHbI MaJI€HbKUM IISITHBIIII-
KOM, CJIOBHO T€Hb, TaHII€BaJa PUTypKa KEHIIUHBI — U BIPYT JIyHA cTaja yabl0aThbCsl.
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MNMpeaartens

Kakoe-mo ocoboe nacnascoenue 6udems, Kax 020Hb noxcupaem
sewyu, KaK oHu yepHetom u menaiomcs. <...> U bonvue 6ceco emy xouemcs
coenams celuac mo, yem OH maxK Yyacmo 3a0aensics 8 0emcmee, — CYHymb
8 020Hb NPYMUK C T€OeHYOM, NOKA KHU2U, KAK 207yOU, uenecns Kpblibsimi-
CMpanuyamy, YMuparom Ha Kpulibye U Ha Jyxcalike neped O0OMOM; OHU
8371€MAIOM 8 OZHEHHOM 8UXPE, U YePHbILL OM KONOMU 8emep YHOCUM UX NPOUb.
P. Bpy06epu. 451° no @apenzeitmy’®

Hesanonro no paccsera nammouka, CBOMM CKYIHBIM CBETOM IOMOTaBIIasi UM CKOPOTATh
HOYb, Hayaia Mepuarb. Mo u DIMHOp chajiu y 1BepH, a Merru jexaina B TEMHOTE ¢ OTKPBITBIMU
IJ1a3aMU U YyBCTBOBaja, KaK M3 XOJIOJHBIX CTEH BbINOI3aeT cTpax. OHa ciyliana JbIXaHue M-
HOp M CBOETO OTIIa U HE MeuTasia OoJblIe HU O 4YeM, KpOMeE orapka CBE4H, Jia €1lle O KHUTe, YTOObI
nporHatk crpax. CTpax, Ka3ajioch, ObUI Be3/e, 31100HBIN, OeCTeNIEeCHBIN, OH TOJIBKO U X AaJl, KOTAa
MOTaCHET JIaMIIOYKa, U TENepb B TEMHOTE MOAOUpPAJICS K HEH, YTOOBI 3aKJIIOYUTH B CBOM JIESTHbIE
o0bsTHSI. Merru cena, TSHKEJo JIbIIa, M Ha YeTBEpeHbKax monoisia k Mo. OHa npuxaiack K Hemy,
Kak JieJiana, Kkorza Obljia MaJIeHbKOM, U cTaja KJ1aTh, KOT/1a HAKOHEI] CBET IPOHUKHET U3-T10]1 IBEPH.

Ha paccsere npunum u n8oe ot Kanpukopna. Mo ycTtano nogHuMasics ¢ mnosia, a JJIUHOP,
OpaHsiCh, pacTrpaia O0JIbHYIO CIIHHY, KOT/Ia MOCBIIIATUCH IIaTH.

bactel ¢ HUMH He 6b110. OIMH, OTPOMHBIN KaK IIKa), BHIIISAET TaK, OyATO KAKOW-TO BEJTMKaH
HACTYIWJI €My Ha HOC U CIUTIOCHYJI BCe JIMI0. BTOpoii, ManeHbKui 1 TOINH, ¢ KO3TUHON 60poIKOi
1 0e3BOJIBHBIM 110I00POJIKOM, BCE TIOUTPHIBAJI CBOEH BUHTOBKOM M CMOTpEN TakK 3J100HO, CIIOBHO
MeuTaJl IPUCTPEUTH BCIO ATY TPOUILY HA MECTE.

— Hy, nouuu! IlomesenuBaiiTech! — HAKUHYJICS OH Ha IJICHHUKOB, IT0KA OHU, L1y PSICh U CITO-
TBIKasICh, BBIXOJIUJIM HAaBCTPEUY CBETY JHS.

Merru nomnpITanack BCIOMHUTD, CJIBIIIANA JIM OHA 3TOT TOJI0C B OUOIMOTEKE DIMHOP, HO Y
Kamnpukopsa 651710 MHOTO JTIOZIEH.

¥YTpo 6b1110 Terioe u kpacuBoe. HeGo cuneli yamieii Bucesno Haj aepeBHeit KanpukopHa, u Ha
HeM He ObLT0 HU 00J1auka. B kycTe ogudaBiieil po3bl iBa ymka 1iebeTaiu Tak cCaM03a0BEHHO, OyITO
Ha CBeTe He ObLIO HUYETO OMAacHee TOJIOAHBIX KoleK. Mo u Merru Boiuin Ha yiuily. Kokepenb
cTas rpy0o BHITAIKUBATh DJIMHOP, TOTOMY UYTO OHA MCKaja Ty(iu JoJIbIIe, YeM OH ObLI HACTPOEH
#71arb. OHa 0TOpOCHIIA €ro PyKH M M3JIMJIa HAa HEro MOTOK OTOOpHOW OpaHM, HO HaJICMOTPLIMKOB
3TO JIMILIB PA3BECEINIIO, U TOra DIIMHOP MOJpKajlia TyObl U B JalbHEHIIIEM OrpaHUYMBaIaCh JIHIIb
BpaXJ1€OHBIMU B3I AAMH.

Jlronu Kampukopna toponminck. OHU BeIM CBOUX IUIEHHHUKOB TOW € JIOpOroil, KOTOpoi
Buepa ux npusels bacra. [1nockonoc men Bnepeau, Kokepenb — c3aau, BbICTaBUB BUHTOBKY. OH
MIPUBOJIAKMBAJ HOTY, HO BCE BpeMsl IOHYKaJ UX, CJIOBHO eJlasi J0Ka3aTh, YTO OH XOJUT ObICTpee
BCEX.

JHaxe nHem aepeBHs KanpukopHa BbIIIsifena cTpaHHO 3a0pOIEHHON, U HE TOJBKO M3-3a
OITyCTEBIIMX JJOMOB, KOTOpPBIE IIPU CBETE€ CMOTPEIHUCH €IIe MeyalbHee, — Ha €€ yJI0UKax He ObLIOo
MIOYTH HU IYIIH, KPOME OTHOTO-/IBYX U3 YEPHOKYpPTOUHHKOB KarnpukopHa, Kak mpo ceds okpecTuiia
ux Merru, win TOIMX MaJbyuIleK, co0auOHKaMH OeraBIIMX 3a HUMU. [/[Baxipl Merru Ha riasa
romnasjajgach TOPOIUIMBO UAyIIast )keHIIuHa. He Obu10 31€Ch U JeTei, Hu urparoniux, H1 Oerymx
BCJIE] 32 MaTepbl0, — OJHU JIMIIb KOUIKH, YepHbIE, O€Jble, PiKaBO-pbIKUE, NATHUCTHIE, M0JI0CaA-

5 Iepeson T. IlInnkaps.
83



K. ®yHke. «YepHunbHoe cepaue»

ThI€, JIEKABLINE HA TEIUIbIX 3aBAJIMHKAX y CTEH, Ha MOporax AOMOB U KapHU3ax Kpbllll. B nepeBHe
Kanpukopna napuia TuimHa, 1 BCe, 4TO TaM MPOUCXOAMIIO, ObUI0 TaiiHOM. He ckpbIBamucCh JIHIIb
JO/IM ¢ BUHTOBKaMU. OHU JIEHUBO MTPOXaKUBAIKMCh NIEPE]] BOPOTAMU U BOKPYT JJOMOB, LIENTAJINChH
¥ JII000BHO OINKPAJIMCh O CBOU BUHTOBKU. L[BeTOB, koTOphIe Merru Buaena nepes 1oMaMu B iepe-
BEHbKaX BJIOJIb TOOEPEXKBbS, TYT TOXKE HE ObLIO. 31€Ch OBUTH JUIIH I0Ma C IPOBATMBITUMHUCS KPbI-
IIaMHU Ja IBETYILUE KYCThbl, IPOOUBABIINECS CKBO3b ITyCThIE OKOHHBIE IPOEMBI U PACIIPOCTPAHSIB-
LIME TAKOW yAYIIIUBBIM apoMart, 4To y Merru 3akpyKuiach rojaosa.

Korna onu BbIlUIM Ha TUIOIIAb MEpEA LEPKOBBIO, MerTy nogaymaina, 4To 3TH JABOE ceifuac
OISITh OTBENYT UX B oM KampukopHa, HO oM OcTascs cj€Ba, @ OHU MOLUIM Jajiblie, NpsMO K
1epkBU. LlepkoBHAas KOIOKOIbHS BIIVISAIEINA TAK, CJIOBHO BETEP U JJOXK/Ib 10JT0 00bEaIN €€ CTEHBI.
ITox OCTPOKOHEUHOM KpBILIEH BUCEIN MPOPKABEBIINI KOJIOKOJI, & UYyTh HUKE, IPUMEPHO B METPE
OT HEro, poCJIO YaxJIOe JIEPEBIIE, LIENKO JeprKaBlLIeecs 32 KAMHU IECOYHOTIO LIBETA.

Ha noprane uepksu O0buIM HapuCOBaHbI Y3KHE KpacHBIE IJ1a3a, a ¢ 00eUX CTOPOH OT BXOJa
CTOSUIM YPOJJIMBbIE KAMEHHBIE YEPTU BBICOTOM C UEI0BEKA, CKAJIUBIINE 3yObl, KaK 3J1bl€ COOAKH.

— oGpo noxanoars B Jlom IpsiBona! — ckazan Kokepesnb, HACMEIUIMBO KIAHSSCh U OTBOPSIS
TSKEJIbIE JBEPU.

— Tw1 310 Gpock, Kokepens! — Habpocwuiics Ha Hero [IT0CKOHOC U TPHkKIBI ILTIOHY ce0e 1Mo
HOT'M Ha NbUIbHBIE KAMHU MOCTOBOM. — Hakn4emb emie HecyacThbe.

Tot nuib pacxoxoTancs U MOIIEKOTa OPIOXO OTHOMY U3 KAMEHHBIX YepTEH.

— Ilepecrans, [Tnockonoc! Tel moutu Takoi xe npocroduis, kak bacra. Enie HeMHOXKO, 1
TOYX€ MOBECULIb ce0e Ha IIEI0 BOHIOUYIO JIally OT KPOJIMKA.

— 51 mpoCTO U3 OCTOPOKHOCTH, — ITpodopmoTai [lnockonoc. — Besikoe pacckas3biBatoT.

— Hy na, a xto 3! pocckaznu npuaymain’? Mel camu, 6annia!

— Koe-uto u panbmie 6b110.

— UYro OBl HU CITyYnII0Ch, — Ipolientail Mo, moka 3TH JBOE pyrajiuch, — IPEA0CTaBLTE Mepe-
roBopsl MHE. OCTPBIH S3BIK 3[1€Ch MOXKET TOJILKO HABPEIHUTh, YK BBl MHE MOBephTe. bacTa moout
IIyCKaTh B JI€JIO CBOM HOX.

— V¥V Hac Tyt He ToibKo bacra ¢ HoxxoM xomuT, Bommeonsi S3b1k! — cka3an Kokepens, Brai-
K#Basi Mo B IEPKOBB.

Merru ObICTpo nobexana 3a HUM.

B nepxBu Obu10 MpoxyagHo ¥ cyMpayHo. CBET MPOHMKAI B HEE JIMIIb YEPEe3 OKHA BBICOKO
HaBEPXY, Pa3pUCOBBIBAsI CTEHbI U KOJIOHHBI OsieqHBIMU IsiTHaMU. Koraa-To 1aBHO OHM, HAaBEPHOE,
TOXe OBUIM CephIMHU, KaK KaMEHHBIE IUIUTHI 110J1a, HO TeNeph BO BCel nepkBu KanmpukopHa ObLT
JMILb OAUH 1BeT. CTeHbl, KOJIOHHBI, 1a)Ke MOTOJIOK — BCE OBLJIO KpacHOE, KAPMUHHOE, KaK ChIPOe
MSICO WJIM 3alleKIIasics KpoBb, U Merru nokasaiock, 4To OHa BOLLIA B YTPOOYy KaKOro-TO TMIaHT-
CKOTO 4yJIOBHILA.

B yriy nepen BXooMm cTosiiia CKyabOTypa aHrena, OAHO KPbUIO y KOTOPOil ObLIIO OTJIOMAHO, a
Ha JpyroM BHCEJIa Ybs-TO YepHas KypTka. Ha ronose anrena ObUIN pOXKKH, KaK y UYEpTHKaA, — TAKHE
PEOSATHIIKY HaJIEBAIOT HA KapHaBaJl, — a HAJ HUMH Napui HUMO. Bo3M0OKHO, paHbIIle aHTel CTOSUT
Ha KaMEHHOM IOCTaMEHTE Mepe]] EPBON KOJIOHHOW, HO €My MPULUIOCH YCTYIIUTh MECTO JAPYron
cTarye, U3MOXKIAECHHOE JIMILIO KOTOPOH CKydarolle B3upano Ha Merru. TBopen ee B cBoeM pemMecie
MaJio YTO MOHUMAJI, U JILO U3BassHUs ObLIO HAMaJIEBAHO KaK y IJIaCTMAcCCOBOM KyKJIbl — CTPAHHbIE
asble ryObl U CUHUE I71a3a, HE BBI3bIBABIIME HU KAl TOTO yXaca, KOTOPbIi BCEsiiIn OeclBETHbIE
rma3a Kanpukopna. Ho 3ato craTys Oblia Kak MUHEMYM B J[Ba pa3a O0Jiblle OpUTHHAIIA, U KaXKIOMY
MPOXOIMBIIEMY MUMO Hee MPUXOAUIIOCH 3aHpaTh TOJIOBY, YTOOBI B3IIISTHYTh B €€ OJIeTHOE JIHIIO.

— A pa3Be Tak MO)KHO, M0? — TUXOHbKO cpocuia Merru. — [locTaBUTh IaMATHUK CaMOMY
cebe B 11epkBu?
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— O, 3T0 oueHb apeBHUM 00bIvail! — menHyna et dnuHop. — CTaryu, 4TO CTOST B LIEPKBaX,
penKo u300paXkaroT CBATHIX. BONBIINHCTBY CBATHIX, KCTATH, CKYJIBIITOPHI BCETria ObUIM HE MO Kap-
Mmany. B cobope Casroro...

Koxepenb Tak rpy00 TONKHYI €€ B CHUHY, UTO OHA 3allHYJIaCh U UyTh HE yrajla HUYKOM.

— IIpoxonure! — psBkHyN OoH. — W B cinenyronuii pa3 yToO KJIAaHAIMCh, KOTJa MUMO HJETE,
SICHO?

— Knansiteca? — DnuHOp XoTena OCTaHOBUTHCS, HO Mo OBICTPO MOTAHYIN €€ 3a COOOU. —
Hemnb3st e Bcepbe3 BOCIIPUHUMATD 3Ty KOMEAHIO JbCTEIOB! — OpaHMiIach DIHMHOD.

— Ecnu ThI cvi0 MUHYTY HE YMOJIKHElIb, — Ipolientai e Mo, — To oueHb ObICTPO MOYYB-
CTBY€IIb Ha ce0e, HACKOJIbKO 3/1ECh BCE CEPhE3HO, SICHO?

DNMMHOP OCMOTpENia Ha CCalnHY, IIEPECEKABIIYIO €r0 JI0O, H 3aMoiTJaa.

B uepkBu KampukopHa He Obulo ckameek, 3HAaKOMbIX Merru mo IpyruM LEpKBaM, CTOSUIN
JIMILB Ba JUIMHHBIX IE€PEBSHHBIX CTOJIA CO CKAMbSIMH 10 00€ CTOPOHBI OT LIEHTPAJIBLHOTO IPOXOAA.
Ha ctonax 6b111 pa30pocaHbl rpsi3HbIE TAPEJIKH, YAIIKH B KOQEHHBIX pa3BoJax, J€PEBIHHbIE TOCKU
C OCTaTKaMH ChIpa, HOXH, KOIOACKH, MycThie XJIeOHUIIbI. HeCKONbKO KEHIIUH B 3TO BpeMs 3aHU-
Manuch YOOPKOH M €11Ba B3NISIHYJIM Ha npoxoauBinx MuMmo Kokepens u [1nockoHoca ¢ nieHHH-
kaMu. OHU NOKa3aIuch Merru nNoXoKMMHU Ha TeX MTHIL, YTO BTSATUBAIOT TOJIOBY B ILJIEYH, YTOOBI
UM ee He OTpyOuniIu.

B uepksu KanpukopHna He 6110 1 antaps. Bmecto Hero B KOHIIE JIECTHUIIBI, PaHEE BEILIEH
K aJTapro, CTOSIO OJJMHOKOE KPECIIO — MAaCCUBHOE, C KpacHOW OOMBKOM M Ooraroil pe3nOoi Ha
HOXKaxX U MOAJOKOTHHKaX. K HeMy Besu ueThlpe Mosiorue CTylneHbKU — Merru He 3Hana, 3aueM
COCUHUTANa UX, — MMOKPBITHIE YEPHBIM KOBPOM, U Ha CaMOM BEpXHEW CTyNeHM, B JIByX LIarax oT
Kkpecina, cunen Caxxepyk, Kak BCEraa, BCTPENaHHbIMH, a 110 ero pyke kapadkaics ['BuH, Ha KOTOPOro
OH, IOTPY>KEHHBII B CBOM MBICJIH, HE 00palliajd BHUMAHHUS.

Korna Merru, Mo 1 DnuHOp NpoILIu N0 HEHTPATbHOMY IPOXOAY, OH NOJHSUI rooBy. | BUH
BJI€3 K HEMY Ha IUIEYO M OCKAJIMJ CBOM MaJIEHbKHUE KIIBIKH, OCTPbIE, CIOBHO OMTOE CTEKIIO, KaK
OyaTO 3aMeTHI1, C KAKUM OMep3eHHeM MerTu B3I HY/Ia Ha ero Xo3siuHa. Ternepp oHa 3Hajia, Io4eMy
y KyHHIIBI POCIIM POXKKH, a €ro OJIM3HEL CUJIEI Ha TOM KHUKHOW cTpaHuuKe. Ternepb OHa 3Haja Bee:
u nouemy Caxkepyk cUMTaJl 3TOT MUP YEpPECUyp CTPEMUTENIbHBIM U OITYLIAIOIIUM, U IOYEMY OH
HHUYETo HE MOHWMAJI B MAllIMHAX, ¥ TIOYEMY OH YacTO CMOTpEJ TaK, OyATo rae-To Butai. Ho B Heil He
OBLIO K HEMY TOH KaJ0CTH, KOTOPYIO ucHbIThiBa)l Mo. Ero nokpeitoe mpamMamMu JIMLO OBLIO JIHILIb
HAIrlOMMHAHUEM O TOM, KaK OH 0OMaHyJI ee, yBJIeK 3a co0oi, kak KppicosioB u3 ckazku. OH nourpai
C HEM, KaK urpaji C OTHEM WJIM CO CBOMMU Pa3HOLBETHBIMM LIapaMu: noiaem, Merru, croga, Merru,
noBeps MHE, Merru. bosnbliiie Bcero e Xxorenoch mpodekarb 1Mo CTyNeHbKaM U YAApPUTh €ro 1o
JIMILY, IO 3TUM JDKMBBIM €ro ryoam.

Caxepyk, Ka3ajloCh, IPOYEI €€ MBICIH U OTBEN IV1a3a, 4TOObl HE BCTPEUAThCs B3IVISLIOM HU
C HeH, HU ¢ ee OTUOM, HU ¢ DnuHop. OH nose3 B KapMaH, J0CTall KOPOOOK U € OTCYTCTBYIOILIUM
BUJIOM 3KE€r CIUYKY. [ 7TyOOKOMBICIIEHHO IS Ha IJ1aMsl, OH CTajl BOJUTH HaJl HUM MajbLEM 10
TeX IOp, MOKa HE 3aKOITUJI €TO.

Merru oTBena maza. OHa He X0TejIa ero BUIETh, BOOOIIE X0TelIa 3a0bITh, 4TO OH ecTh. ClieBa
OT Hee, OKOJIO JIECTHUIIbI, CTOSUIN JIBE P’KAaBO-KOPUYHEBBIE OOUKH, a B HUX ObUIM CIIOKEHBI CBEXKE-
HapyOJIeHHBIE JPOBA, OJHO ITOJIEHO Ha JpyroM. Merru cnpocuiia ce0si, 1JIs 9ero OHU MOTYT Tpe/-
HAa3HAuaThCsl, HO TYT BHOBb I10 LIEPKBU Pa3HECIIUCH T'yJIKKE Iard. bacra men no ueHTpagsbHOMY
POXOJY, Hecsl KaHUCTpY ¢ OeH3uHoM. Kokepenb u [110CKOHOC HEOXOTHO MOTECHUIIUCH, KOTa OH
IPOXOJWII MUMO HHUX.

— A-a, CaxepyK ONSITh UTPAET CO CBOMM JIYUILIUM JPYTOM? — CIIPOCHII OH, HOJHUMASICh IO
CTYIIEHbKaM.

CaxkepyK OIyCTHJI CHUYKY U BBIIPSMUIICS.
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— Bor, — cka3an bacra u mocraBui nepen HUM KaHUCTPY ¢ 6eH3uHoM. — Enie mourpaii. Pa3-
JI0)KA HaM OTOHB, ThI BEJ[b 3TO CTPAIIHO JIIOOHIIb JIENIaTh.

Caxxepyk BBIOPOCHII IOTOPEBIIYIO CTUYKY U 3aKET HOBYIO.

— A TBI? — cIIPOCHUJT OH HETPOMKO, TMOIHOCS 3aKKEHHYIO CIUYKY K Uiy bactsl. — Thl Benb
ero OoMIlbcs, HE MpaBaa Ju?

bacrta BbIOMI CIMUKY U3 €T0 PYKH.

— O, "He Hamo ObUTO ATOTO Nenarh! — ckazanm Caxepyk. — ITO IPUHOCUT HecdacThe. ThI ke
3HAaelIb, KAK OOMIYHUB OrOHb.

Ha mruosenue Merru nokaszanocs, 4yto bacra ceituac ygaput ero. Ho ka3anocse, 4ro-To xpa-
HI0 Caxxepyka. MoxeT ObITh, U TIpaB/ia OTOHb.

— TBoe cyacThe, YTO S TOJIBKO YTO MOYUCTHII CBOM HOX! — npommmnen bacra. — Ho eme ogna
Takas IIyTKa — U 5 100aBI0 MapodyKy HOBBIX Y30pPOB Ha TBOIO OTBPAaTHYIO MOpPHY, a U3 TBOEU
KyHHIIbI IPUKAXKY CIENIaTh BOPOTHHUK.

I'Bun yrpoxkaroiie LHOKHYJI M IpuKajics K miee xo3simHa. Caxepyk mopoOpai cropeBllne
CIMYKH U CYHYJ UX B KOPOOOK.

— Jla, 3T0 Tebe TOYHO MOHPABWIOCH OBI, — CKa3aj OH, HE IIsAAs Ha bacty. — A 3auem MHe
HY>KHO Pa3j0kHUTh OTOHb?

— 3auem? [lenaii, uro BeneHO! A Mbl YK 1103a00TUMCS O TOM, YTOOBI €ro MpokopMuTh. Ho
yCTPOil Tak, 4YTOObI OH ObUI BEJIMK U MPOKOPJIUB, HE TO YTO TE€ PyUYHbIE OTOHBKH, C KOTOPBIMH Thl
TaK JIIOOUIIb UTPATh.

CaxepyK B3sJ1 KAHUCTPY ¥ MEJUIEHHO IOILIE] BHU3 10 cTyneHbkaM. OH 0CTaHOBHWIICA Yy prKa-
BBIX OOYEK, KOT/Ia IBEPH B IIEPKOBb PACKPBUTUCH BO BTOPOM Pa3.

Merru o0epHYIach Ha CKpUI TSHKEJIBIX JEPEBSIHHBIX JIBEPEH M YBHJENA, KaK MEXIY Kpac-
HbIMU KoJIOHHaMu nosiBuiicst KanpukopH. [1o myTu oH MenbKoM B3IIISIHYJI Ha CBOE U300payKeHUE U
ObICTpO no1en no nmpoxoay. Ha Hem ObL1 KpacHbI KOCTIOM, TAKOH YK€ KpacHbIM, KaK CTEHbI LIEPKBU,
U JIMIb pyOallika Jja nepo, TopyaBlIee B METIULE, ObUIN YEpHBIE. 32 HUM CJIEI0BAJIO IOJIIIOKUHBI
€ro JIIofIel — Kak rpayu 3a nomyraeM. VX maru ryJako pa3aaBajiuch MO CBOJAAMHU XpaMma.

Merru cxBatuna Mo 3a pyky.

— AX, HalllM TOCTH Y€ 3/1€Cbh, — CKa3ajl KanpuKopH, 0CTaHOBUBILKCH. — XOPOILIO JIK TOYUBAJI,
BonmeOnslit S3b1k? — Y Hero ObUTH CTpaHHBIE, MATKO OUYEPUYCHHBIE, IIOUTH KEHCKUE TYOBl M TaKHe
e OneKIible, Kak Bce ero Juio. Bo Bpems pa3roBopa oH TO U J€JI0 NPOBOJAWII [0 HUM MU3UHIIEM,
KakK OyJTO IbITasACh NMOTYKe CTAHYTh UX. — Hy, pa3Be He MUJIO C MOE CTOPOHBI [TO3BOJIUTh IPUBE-
CTH TeOe TBOIO MaJIBILIKY YK€ Buepa BeuepoM? CHauana g XoTell nepeaarhb ee Tede CeroaHs, crop-
IPU30M, HO TIOTOM cKa3an cede: KanpukopH, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, Thl KO€-UTO JIOJIKEH JEBOYKE, OHA
BE/Ib COBEPIIIEHHO JOOPOBOJIBHO MPUHECTA TeOE TO, YTO THI JABHO UIIICIIb.

B pyke on nepxan «UepHunbHoe cepane». Merru yBuaena, Kak OCTAHOBHJICS Ha KHUTE
B31s11 Mo. KampukopH ObUT BBICOK, HO Mo OBbIT Ha HECKOJIBKO CAaHTUMETPOB BhImIe. Kanpukopx
HACTOPOXHJICS ¥ BBITIPSIMUJICS BO BECh POCT, KaK OyATO OT 3TOTO MX Pa3HUIA B POCTE MOTJIA TPO-
1acTh.

— [1o3Bonbs DnuHOP M MOEH J0Yepu Mmoexarb JoMoM, — ckazan Mo. — Jlaii uM yexath, u s
npouTy TeOe BCE, UTO 3aX0Uelllb, HO CHavYaa Jail UM BO3MOXHOCTh YUTH.

O uem oH ropopus? Merru nocMoTpesa Ha HEr0 HEBUAIIMM B3IISIIOM.

— Her! — ckazana ona. — Het, Mo, s He X04y yXOnuTh!

Ho Ha Hee HUKTO He 0Opallan BHUMAaHUS.

— Jlatb um yiitu? — KanpukopH noBepHyJscst K CBOUM NOAPYYHbIM: — Bbl cipiinanu? [Houemy
s1 TOJKEH CJIeNaTh TaKylo IPaHAMO03HYIO IIYTIOCTh — ceifuac, Korja oHa yxe TyT? — Bece 3axoxoranu,
a KanpukopH nosepHyiicst K Mo. — Tbl 3Haelb He XyKe MEHS, UTO IPSMO Ceilvac HaYHEWb JearTh
BCE, UTO s BEJIIO, — CKa3al OH. — Tenepsb, Kora oHa 3/1€Ch, Thl HE CTAHEIIb OOJIbIIE YIPIMUTHCA U
JMILIATh HAC JIEMOHCTPALMM CBOET0 UCKYCCTBA.
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Mo Tak Kpenko cxai pyky Merru, 4ro eif ctano 601bHO.

— Yro ke kacaercs 9ToM KHUTH, — KarpukopH cMmoTpen Ha «HepHWIbHOE cepaue» ¢ TaKUM
OTBpAIllEHHEM, KaK OyJTO KHHTa YKyCWJa €ro 3a OJeTHbIe MajbIlbl, — TON IypaIKoil KHUTH, TO
Mory Te0s 3aBEpUTh B TOM, YTO HE UMEIO HU MaJICHIIIEro HAMEPEHHUSI CHOBA YBJIEUBCS €€ POCCKa3-
HsAMH. Bee 3T HeHy)KHBIE co3aHusL, 3TH (PEen-TOpXalKi ¢ MX YUPHUKAIONUMH TOJIOCHIIKAMH, BCE
TaM I0JI3aJI0 U IIEBEINIOCh, BOHSIIO LIKypaMu U AepbMoM. [lo sipmapke ObL10 HE NpoiiTH, 4TOO
HE HAaTKHYTbCSI HAa KOOOJIbJIOB KAKUX-HUOYIb KPUBOHOTHX, @ BO BPEMS OXOThI BEIMKaHbl CBOUMU
3I0pOBEHHBIMU HOKHUIIIAMHU BCIO AMYb paciyrusaiu. Lllemuymmecs gepesbs, Jenevyuue npyisl. . .
Tam ObUTO XOTH YTO-HUOYIb HEOONTIUBOE? A 3TH OECKOHEUYHBIC CIISIKOTHBIE JOPOTHU M3 ropoja
B TOpOJI, €CJIM TaKoe BOOOILE MOXKHO Ha3BaTh ropooM... biaropogHast cBopa KHs3€H B 3aMKax,
BOHIOUHME O€/THBIE POCTONIOUHBI — y HUX U B35ITh-TO OBLJIO HEYETO, OpOAATH Jja HUILKE, C KOTOPBIX
IIPOCTO ChINAJIUCh HACEKOMBIE, — JIO YETO K OHU MHE BCE OCTOYEpTENH !

Kanpukops cnenan 3Hak, 1 OMH U3 €ro JII0/IeH MpruHEeC 0OJbITYI0 KapTOHHYIO KOpoOKy. I1o
TOMY, KaK OH €€ HeC, YyBCTBOBAJIOCh, UTO KOpOOKa oueHb Tspkenas. OOMer1eHHoO B3J0XHYB, OH
IIOCTaBMJI €€ Ha cepble uThl nosa nepen Kanpukopuaom. Kanpukops npotsanyn Kokepento KkHATY,
KOTOPYIO TaK JI0JITO CKpbIBaJ OT HETO Mo, M pacKpblil KOPOOKY, HAOUTYIO0 KHUT'AMH.

— IMoTpeboBanocks MHOTO yCWIIMA, YTOOBI HAUTH WX, — MOSICHUI KanmpukopH, BEIHUMAs U3
KOPOOKH JIB€ KHUTH. — BBITJIAZSAT OHU BCE TIO-Pa3HOMY, TOJIBKO COIECPKaHUE OIHO U TO XKe. A TO,
YTO CKa304Ky 3Ty MEpenucalnd Ha pa3Hble S3bIKH, OCIOKHUIIO MOUCKU, — MHOTOSI3bIYHE Y>KACHO
Heyno0Hast 0COOEHHOCTh 3TOT0 MHpa. JTO B HarleM mupe Obuto mpoie. [Ipasna, Caxepyk?

Caxepyk He oTBeTHII. OH JIMIIB CTOSUT C KAHUCTPOW OCH3MHA B PyKaX M CBEPIHJI B3IVISIOM
KOpOoOKy. KanprukopH HETOPOTUTMBO MPUOIU3UIICS K HEMY H IIBBIPHYI 00€ KHUTH B OJHY U3 OOYEK.

— Jla urto xe Bbl Aenaere? — Caxkepyk KMHYJICS 32 KHUTaMH, HO bacta oTTonkHyn ero.

— IlycTs nexar, rae exany, — CKa3a OH.

CaxxepyK OTCTYNHJI U CIIPSATAJ KAHUCTPY 3a COIMHOM, HO bacTa BbIpBaj ee y HEro u3 pykK.

— Iloxoke, Hall OrHENIOTATENb CErO/IHA YCTYHNUT pa3BEICHHE OTHS KOMY-TO JIPYroMy, —
ChEXUHUYAI OH.

Caxepyk C HeHaBHCTBIO TOCMOTpEN Ha Hero. C 3aCTHIBIIUM JIMLIOM OH HAOJIOIAI, KaK JTFOIH
Kamnpukopsa mBbsIpsuin B 00YKH BCe HOBbIE M HOBbIE KHUTU. HakoHell Ha cBEeXKUX ApoBax OKasa-
JIOCh HECKOJIBKO JECSATKOB IK3EMILISIPOB «UepHUIIBHOTO CEpALIa» — CTPAHULBI UX OBLIN MOMSITHI, a
0OJIOKKH BBIBEPHYTHI, KAK CIOMaHHBIE KPbLIbS.

— 3Haeurb, Caxkepyk, 4YTO B HAIlIEM CTapOM MHUPE MEHS JOBOJIMIO J0 UCCTYIUIEHUS? — CIIpO-
cun KanpukopH, 06epst u3 pyk bactel kanuctpy. — Pazenenue orss. J1o 4ero »e MyTOpHO 3T0 ObLIO.
He tebe, koHEUHO, — THI K€ C HUM JIa)K€ Pa3roBapuBaTh MOI — MOXKET, KTO-TO U3 ITHUX XPIOKaI0-
X KOOOJIBA0B TE€OS HAy4us1 ATOMY, — HO JIUIs Hamiero Opara 3to neno 0suto HynHoe. To aposa
OBLIM MOKpBIE, TO BETEP 3alyBaJl B KaMHH. Sl 3Hat0, Te0s pBET HA YaCTU TOCKA IO CTapbIM JOOPBIM
BpPEMEHAM, Thl CKy4aelllb [10 3TUM CBOUM YHPHUKAIOUIUM-TIOPXAIOIIUM MIPUATENSAM, HO MHE [10 HUM
CJIE€3bl JIUTh HEYEro. 3/CLUIHUI MUP YCTPOEH HECPABHEHHO JIy4llle TOr0, C KOTOPBIM HaM J0JTHe
rO/1bl IPUXOJIUIOCH MUPHUTHCSL.

Caxepyk, Ka3aJl0Ch, HE CJIbIIIAJ HU c10Ba. OH HE OTPBIBAasiCh CMOTpEIT Ha OEH3UH, YAYILIUBO
pasnuBaBLIMiicsS MO KHUraM. VX cTpaHuIlbl BOMTHIBAIM €T0 TaK >KaJHO, OyJITO paJoBajIiCh CBOEH
IIPENCTOSIIEY KOHYMHE.

— OTKyna ux cToibko? — 00pMOTal OH. — Thl e MHE BCETa TBEPIWII, YTO €CTh JIUIIb OAUH
sK3eMIuIsIp y BommeOnoro f3bika.

— Jla-na, s Tebe MHOTO uero noHapacckasbiBaj. — KanpukopH cyHyn pyKy B KapMaH OproK. —
Te1 Takoli mpoctadok, Caxepyk. Tebe Tak M XOUeTCsl paccka3aTh HEOBUIHITY. TBOSI HAMBHOCTh HE
pa3 MeHs BOocxHIlaja, TeM 0oJiee YTO caM Thl IIPH CIydae JKEIb BIOXHOBEHHO U TajdaHTauBo. Ho
ThI CJIMILIKOM JIETKO BEPUILIb TOMY, BO UTO XOU€lIb [IOBEPUTH, BOT B UeM Jie10. YTo K, cefiyac Thl U
paBJa MOXEIIb MHE TIOBEPUTh. BOT 3T0, — OH Moka3aj naublieM Ha OOJUTYI0 OEH3MHOM CTOIKY
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KHUT, — BCE OCTaBILIMECS IK3EMIUISAPbl Hallleld YepHUIbHO-4EpHOU poAuHbl. bacTe co ToBapuiu
NOTPeOOBAJIMCH TO/bI, YTOOBI Pa3bICKATh MX B 3aITyIIEHHBIX MTyOIUYHBIX OMOIMOTEKaX U OyKUHH-
CTUYECKUX Mara3uHax.

Caxepyk BOHJICS IJ1a3aMH B KHUTH — TaK YMUPAIOIIUHI OT YKaXKbl CMOTPHUT Ha TOCIICTHUH
CTaKaH BOJbI.

— Ho TbI1 Benp HE ocMeennb Ckeub ux! — COMBYMBO 3aroBOpII OH. — ThI e oOerial, 4To
OTIIpaBUILIb MEHS 00pPATHO, €CJIM 51 1ocTaHy TeOe kKHUry Bommeonoro fI3bika. 3a 310 5 U pacckasal
Tebe, Iie OH MPSAYETCs, 3a 3TO 5 IPUBEII TEOE €ro 10Yb. ..

Kanpukops nuie noxain miedaMy U B3sul U3 pyk Kokepens KHUTY B cepeOpUCTO-3eIeHON
00J10%KKe, KOTOPYIO C TAaKOM TOTOBHOCTBHIO MPUHECIIH eMy Merru u DJIuHOp U U3-3a KOTOPOH crozia
nputaniia Mo u Bcex ux npenan Caxepyk.

— Jla s ObI TeOe U JiyHY ¢ HeOa HaoOeman, eciau Obl MHE OT 3TOro ObLIa MOJIb3a, — CKaszall
Kamnpukops, co ckydaromieid MUHON OpocuB «YepHUIIbHOE cep/ilie» Ha CTOIKY €€ TOBapulIeH 1o
HecdacThio. — S Tak o0 1aBaTh 00CMaHusl, 0COOCHHO TaKHe, KOTOPhIE He COOMPAIOCh BBIMOJI-
HSTD.

OH BBIHYJ U3 KapMaHa Oprok 3axuranky. Caxkepyk XoTea OpoCHThCS Ha HeTo, HO KanpukopH
nan 31ak [mockoHocy.

[TnockoHOC OBLT TaKO# BBICOKUI M TOJCTHIN, 4TO psoM ¢ HUM CaskepyK BBITIISICI MTOYTH
peOEHKOM, U OH cXBaTui Oe101ary, Kak HalllKOAMBILEro Majbliia. [ BUH ¢ B3bepOLIEHHON IEPCTHIO
cockouun ¢ maeya Caxkepyka, O1MH U3 NoApy4HbIX KanprukopHa nomnsITajics MHYTh €ro, HO KyHUIa
YBEPHYJIAaCh U McUe3Jia 32 KOIOHHOM. OCTalIbHbIE CTOSUIN U XOXOTAJIM HaJl OTYasHHBIMU MTOIBITKaMU
Caxepyka 0CBOOOAMTHCS OT XkKeJe3Ho! xBaTku [1710ckoHOCa, KOTOPOMY JIOCTABIISLIIO YAOBOJIBCTBHE
JIepKaTh €r0 TaK OJIM3KO K KHUTAM, IIPONUTAHHBIM OCH3MHOM, 4T0 Ca)KepyK IMOYTH Kacaycs BepX-
HUX 9K3EMILISPOB.

Merru crano mioxo OT 3TUX M3/E€BaTENIbCTB, @ MO LIAarHys BIEpe] — BEPOSTHO, OH XOTEl
npuiitu Ha nomoulb Caxepyky, HO bacrta 3aropoaun eMy aopory. B pyke y Hero HeoXugaHHO
CBEPKHYJI HOX. Y3KO€ JIE3BHE BBIIIAJIENO Y>KACAIOIIE OCTPBIM, KOTIla OH MPUCTABUII €T0 K ropiy
Mo.

OnMHOp 3aKpuyasia U craja ocklnare bacty Opanbto. Merru crosiia, He JBUTasiCh, U CMOT-
perna Ha JIe3BUe HOXa, IPUCTaBIEHHOE K Oe33amuTHoMy Mo.

— Jlait mue oany, KanpukopH, mumib onHy! — BeIIaBUI U3 ceOsl €€ OTeIl, U TOJIBKO Tereph
Merru noHsis1a, 9TO OH HE criemmi Ha momoIb Caxkepyky, a 6ecrokomsicsi o kaure. — 5 obermiaro
Te0e, YTO He MPOUTY HU CTPOUKH, B KOTOPOH YIIOMHHAETCS TBOE HMSI.

— Teb6e? To1 coBceM cOpenamn? Jla Tel MOCIETHUIM, KOMY s €€ JaM, — OTBeTHI1 KanpukopH. —
A BAPYT THI OISTH HE YIEPKUIIB S3bIK HA MPHUBSI3U U 1 BHOBH OKAXKYCh B 3TOW KAJIKOW CKa304Ke?
Her yx, ciacu6o!

— I'mynoctu! — xpuknayn Mo. — S He cMor ObI TeOsi BAMTATh 0OPATHO, Jake eclid OBl OYeHb
3axoren. Ckonbko pa3 Tede TBepauth 00 3Tom? Cripocu Caxkepyka, s eMy ThICSIYy pa3 0ObSICHSII.
S v caM He MOHMMAIO, KaK U KOIrJa 3TO MPOUCXO/IUT, IOBEPHTE KE MHE, HaKOHe1!

KanpukopH nuiib HacMENuIMBO YIbIOHYIICS.

— MHe oueHb kaib, BomeOHbii S3bIK, HO 51 BOOOIIE HUKOMY HE BEPIO, ThI 3TO JIOJDKEH ObLIT
yCBOUTB. Bce MBI JKelbl, KOrzia HaM €CTh OT 3TOTO MOJIb3a.

OH YupPKHYI 32KUTATIKON U IToHEC €€ K KHUuraMm. CTpaHuULIbl, HAaIUTAHHbIE OEH3UHOM, CTaJIN
IPO3payHbIMU, KaK IEPraMeHT, U MTHOBEHHO 3aHsUINCh. Jlayke meperieT, TBEpbli eperieT, OKIIe-
€HHBIN MaTepuel, TyT ke 3aropescs. XoJACTHHA YepHea MOJl MOKUPAIOIIMMHU €r0 sI3bIKaMH IuIa-
MEHH.

Korna 3aropenace TpeThs kHura, Caxxepyk Tak nuyi IiiockoHoca 1o KoieHKe, YTO TOT B3BbLI
ot 6omm 1 otiycTu ero. FOpkwuii, kak ero kyanna, Caxepyk BBICKOJIB3HYJI U3 €T0 OTPOMHBIX JIall U
Opocurics k 6oukam. OH BEIXBAaTUJI U3 IUTAMEHH MBUIAIONTYTO, KaK (pakes, KHUTY U OpOCHII €€ Ha IO,
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IIOTOM JIPYTOW PYKOH I0Jie3 B OrOHb, HO [17I0CKOHOC cXBaTui €ro 3a MMUBOPOT U TaK BCTPSAXHYII,
yto y Caxkepyka nepexBaTuio AbIXaHUE U OH CTaJ XBaTaTh PTOM BO3IYX.

— BrI TONBKO MOCMOTpUTE Ha 3TOrO cymacieamero! — nzaesancs bacra, moka Caxepyk c
NEPEKOIICHHBIM OT OOJH JIUIIOM Pa3myIsiIbIBall CBOM PYKU. — MOXKET, MHE KTO-HHOYIIb OOBSICHHT,
10 KOMY 7K€ OH TaK TOCKyeT? MOXeT, 10 TeM ypoJuHaM KUKUMOpaM, KOTOpbIE ero 000kajiu, Korjaa
OH WMrpaJl CBOMMHU IIapaMU Ha PbIHOYHOW miomaau? Minu mo rpsA3HbIM HOpaM, B KOTOPBIX €My
NPUXOMIIOCH HOYEBATh CO BCSKUM cOpoaom? J[bSBOI, TaM CMEPENIO MOXYyXKe, UeM B PIOK3aKe, B
KOTOPOM OH TaCKaeT CBOIO BOHIOUYIO KyHHILY!

JIronu KanpukopHa X0XO0Tanu, a KHATH MEAJICHHO IIPEBPAILAJINCH B Ienell. B nmepkBu Tak
€/1KO MaxJyio OeH3uHOM, YyTo Merru 3akanuisuiack. Mo oOGHsI ee 3a IieuH, 3aluilas, CJIOBHO HE
eMy, a e yrpoxkai bacra. A KTO MOT 3alllUTUTH €T0 CaMoro?

OnuHOp OECTIOKOWHO CMOTpEIIa Ha HEeTro, 005ICh YBUJIETh Ha €T0 IIee KPOBABBIA CIIEN OT HOXKa
bacrsl.

— DTH THITBI cymaceamue! — mpoirenTana oHa. — Thl HAaBEepHSKA 3HAeHb 3Ty Ppasy: «Tam,
I CKUTAIOT KHUTH, CKOPO OyZIyT rOpeTh U JIIOAW». A UTO, €CJIU U Mbl BAPYT OKa)KEMCSl Ha TaKOM
KocTpe?

Bacra Opocuit Ha Hee eXHIHBIN B3I, KaK Oy[TO YCIBIIIAI €€ CII0Ba, U MOIEeI0BaJ KIIMHOK
CBOET0 HOKa. DJIMHOP 3aMoInyasia.

KamnpukopH BeITaimi u3 kapmaHa 6€J10CHEKHBIN IUIaTOK U JOJIT0 BEITUPAJ UM PYKHU, CJIOBHO
XOTEJI CTEPETH C MaJIbLEB CAMO BOCIIOMUHAHNE O «YEPHUIILHOM CepILe.

— Xopo1110, HAKOHEI-TO JIEJI0 CEJIaHO, — CKa3ajl OH U C CaMOA0BOJIbHON MUHOM MOJHSIICS 1O
CTyIIEHbKaM K CBOeMY Kpecity. [71y0oko B3J0XHYB, OH OITyCTHJICS Ha BBILIBETLINH aiblii Oapxat. —
Caxepyk, cTynail Ha KyxHI0 K Moprosne, oHa 3anedut tedbe pyku! — mpHKa3anl OH CKy4arolluM
rosiocoM. — be3 pyk Tbl HaM TYT HE HY>KEH.

Caxkepyk mocMoTpen Ha Mo 10iruM, MPUCTaIbHBIM B3DIsIOM. C MOHUKIIIEH ToJI0BOM OH
HEBEpHBIMU IIaramu mpouien MuMmo jrofeil Kanpukopna. Jlopora nokazanach eMy OS€CKOHEUHO
JUIMHHOM.

Korna Caxepyk oTBOpUII 1BEpPH LIEPKBU, B HE€ MTHOBEHHO XJIbIHYJ SPKUN COJTHEUHBIH CBET,
HO JIBEPU 3a HUM TYT K€ 3aKpbuiuch, 1 Merru, Mo u OnuHop ocranuch ¢ KanpukopHom u ero
JIOJIbMU — U €I1I€ € 3a11axoM O€H3MHa U ropesioil Oymaru.

— Teneps nepeiinem k tede, BonmeOHnsiit A3bik! — ckazan KanpukopH U BBITSHYJI HOTH B
yepHBIX OoTHHKaX. C HACIaXICHUEM IOI000BABIINCH OJECTAIIECH KOKEH, OH OCTOPOKHO CHSUT
¢ 6otuHKa oOropeBImii kio4ok Oymaru. — [loka ymmis st ma bacra, Hy u 3T0T *)ankuii Caxepyk
sIBJIIEM cO00M €TMHCTBEHHOE MOATBEPKIACHUE TOMY, YTO Thl MOKEIIb BbI3bIBATh K JKU3HM Uyjeca,
CTpsITAaHHBIE MEXKTy MAJICHbKUMHU YepHBIMU OykoBKamu. CaM ThI CBOEMY JIapy, KaKeTCsl, HE JI0BE-
psenib. A s, HAIPOTUB, CYUTAIO, YTO Thl MAacTEp CBOETO JAEJa, U KAy HE JOXKAYCh, KOT/A XKE Thl
HaKOHEI[ MPOJIEMOHCTPUPYEILb HaM cBOe UCKyccTBO. Kokepens! — pazapaxeHHo no3Bai oH. — [ e
yren? S xe Benen Tebe MPUBECTH €ro, He TakK Jin?

Koxepenb HEpBHO MOIIa M CBOIO KO3JIUHYIO OOPOAKY.

— OH ObL1 3aHAT, HOAOUpaJ KHUTH, — IPOOOPMOTAI OH, — HO 5 Ceiuac ero npuBesmy.

OH TOPOIUIMBO MOKJIOHUIICS U TOXPOMAJl K BBIXOTY.

Kanpukops npunsuica 6apabaHuTh najablaMu 10 HOAJIOKOTHUKY CBOET0 Kpecia.

— Tbl HaBepHsIKa y’Ke CHbIIIA, YTO MHE MPHUILJIOCh NPUOETHYTh K YCIyraMm ApYyroro yrena,
IOKa Thl TaK YCIIEIIHO OT MEHs CKpbIBAJICS, — CKa3asl OH, oOpaasich Kk Mo. — S Hamien ero msth
JIET Ha3a/1, HO OH yKacHbIN HenoTena. [locMoTpu xoTst 661 Ha poxky [ImockoHoca. — TOT cMyIIIEHHO
OITYCTHJI TOJIOBY, KOT/1a BCE B3MJISAIbl YCTPEMUIIUCH Ha Hero. — EMy ke Kokepenb 00s3aH cBoeit Xpo-
MOTOM. A BHUEN ObI ThI JEBYIIEK, KOTOPHIX OH BBIYUTAI MHE U3 CBOUX KHIKeK! Ha HuX mocmot-
PHIIb — ¥ BCIO HOYb KOILIMAapbl CHATCA. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB 5 CTaJl 3aCTaBJIATh €r0 YUTATh BCIYX JIUIIb
TOTJIa, KOTZIa MHE XOTEJIOCh MOCMEATHCS HaJl BBIMUTAHHBIMU UM YPOAAMH, a JIIOJEH B 3TOM MHpE
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cTan monouparsk cede cam. S mpocrto 3abupan ux k cede, moka oHU emre ObLIM Maibl. [loutu B
Ka)JI0H JIEPeBHE €CTh KaKOH-HUOY/Ib OJJUHOKHI FOHEII, KOTOPOTO MPUBJICKACT UTpa ¢ orHem. S gan
YTelly 3a/laHue MOMbICKAaTh AJis T€0s IpaBWIbHbIE KHUTH. B KHUrax 3ToT Ona’keHHEHbKUI MMOHU-
MAaeT, OH B HUX TOJIbKO M JKUBET, KaKk OJIeIHbIN YepBsK, KOTOPBIA MUTAeTCsi OyMaroi.

— Ax, Bot kKak! U 4T0 e 51 JoImKeH Oy 1y TeOe BEIYUTATh U3 €T0 KHIKEK? — C TOPEUYBI0 CIIPOCHIT
Mo. — UynoBuill ¥ MOHCTPOB B YEJIOBEUECKOM OOJIMKE MO CTaTh BOH TeM? — OH KMBHYJ B CTOPOHY
bacTtsl.

—Panu Gora, He naBaii eMy HOBBIX HeH ! — 3amenTana DIUHOP, 03a00YCHHO IS/ B CTOPOHY
Kanpukopha.

Ho toT mumib cTpsxHyn nenesn ¢ OproK U yIbIOHYIICS.

— Her, 6marogapro te6s1, BonmeOnsrit SI3bik, — ckazan oH. — JIroaei y MeHs 10CTaTouHo, a O
Yy/I0BUIIIAX TOrOBOPHUM Mo3ke. [loka MbI HEroxo crnpasisiemMcst U ¢ co0akaMu, KOTOPBIX oJo0pat
bacra, u co 3mesiMu, KOTOPBIX 3/1€Ch MTOJHO, — OHU MPEKPACHO UTPAIOT POJIb CMEPTEIbHBIX MOJ1AP-
KOB Ha namsTh. Het, BommeOHsIi 361K, Bce, 4TO MHE HY)KHO CETOHS OT TeOs, 49TOOBI OITPpOoOOBaThH
TBOE MUCKYCCTBO, — 3TO 30J10T0. S Oe3HaeKHO andeH. Mou 1o AenaroT BCe, YTO MOTYT, BbIKH-
Masi U3 ITOW MECTHOCTH MaKCUMYyM J0Xofa. — YciblmaB 3Ty cinoBa Kanpukopna, bacra nmo6oBHO
noraaui cBoil HoX. — Ho Ha Bce BOCXUTHUTENbHBIE BEIM, KOTOPBIE MPOJAOTCS B 3TOM BallleM
0e3rpaHMYHOM MHpPE, BCE PaBHO HE XBaraeT. B BaiieM mupe cTosibko cTpaHull, BommeOnsiit S3bIk,
Ha KOTOPBIX s XOTeJ Obl OCTABUTH CBOE UMSI.

— A kakuMM OyKBaMU Tbl €70 BIUIIENb? — cripocusl Mo. — bacta BbIpexeT ux CBOMM HOKOM
Ha Oymare?

— O, bacra nucatb He ymeer, — criokoiiHo oTBeTHI1 KanpukopH. — Hukro u3 moux ntozneit e
YMEET HU NMUCATh, HU YUTATh. 5 UM 3TO 3anpeTuil. TOJIbKO 51 HAyYMJICS ITOMY Y OJTHOM U3 CITyKaHOK.
Tak 4T0 NOBEpPH MHE, 51 B COCTOSIHUU ITOCTAaBUTh CBOIO [1€YATh HA ’TOM MUpE. A KOIJia YTO-TO HYKHO
Hanucarb — 3TUM 3aHUMAETCs YTell.

JIBepu 1epKBU pacnaxHyJIuCh, kak OyaTo Kokepenb Tonbko M xaan curHana KanpukopHa.
UYenoBek, KOTOPOTo OH BeJl, BTSIHYJ T'OJIOBY B IJIEUX M HU Ha KOTO HE Iisien, cnema 3a Kokepenewm.
Ot10 ObUT MaJICHbKUH, TIIEAYIIHBIA My>KUMHA HE cTapiie Mo, HO TopOUBIINI CIIMHY, KaK CTapUK,
¥ BUXJISIBIIIUICS MPH X0nIb0€, Kak OyATO He 3HaJ, Ky/la JAeBaTh pykd W HOrH. OH HOCHII OYKH —
olpaBa Ha NepeHoculle Oblaa 3aMOTaHa U30JIEHTOH, MOXOXKE, €€ HE pa3 JIOMAJIU — U TO U JEJ0
HEPBHO MONPABJISI UX Ha Xoay. JIeBo# pyKoii OH MPH>KUMaJ K TPYIU CTOINIKY KHMT, CJIOBHO TIBITAsICh
3aLUTUTHCS UMHU OT YCTPEMJIEHHBIX Ha HETO B3IVISIIOB U OT CaMOT0 3TOTrO Y>KaCHOTO MECTa, Ky/a
€ro MpUTAIIUIIH.

Korna onu noponuu k nectHuile, Kokepenab TONKHYN €ro JOKTEM B 00K, M TOT MOKJIOHUJICS
TaK MOCIENIHO, YTO YPOHUJI HECKOJIBKO KHUT Ha MOJd. BhICTpO MOIHAB KX, OH €I1e pa3 CKIOHWICS
nepen KanpukopHom.

— A MBI yx Te0d 3axaanucsk, lapuyc! — ckazan Kanpukops. — Hazneroch, Tbl OTBICKAJ TO, UTO
s IpUKa3ajl HAauTH.

— O nma-pa! — roporuBo orBetui Japuyc, OpocuB Ha Mo B3I, HCTIOTHEHHBIN Yy Th JIX HE
IPEKJIOHEHUS. — DTO OH?

— Jla. Ilokaxxu eMy KHUTH, KOTOpbIE Thl BIOpaJI.

Hapuyc eme pa3 mokJIOHWICS, Ha 3TOT pa3 Mo.

— DTO0 BCE CKa3KH, B KOTOPBIX €CTh HECMETHBIE COKPOBHUIIA, — 3a00pMoTan oH. — Haiftu ux
OBLIO HE TaK JIETKO, KakK 5 {yMall, — B €r0 rojI0Cce MPOo3ByYall JIETKUHN YIIPEK, — BEJlb B 3TOU JepeBHE
MaJio KHMT. U CKOJNBKO s HU TBEP:KY, HOBBIX MHE HE IPUHOCHT, @ €CJIU U IPUHOCAT, TO HUKY/a HE
rozanblie. Ho kak Obl TaM HU ObL1O, BOT OHHU. [lyMaro, 4TO Thl OCTaHEUILCS JOBOJIEH MOUM BBIOOPOM.

On onyctuiics nepel Mo Ha KOJIEHU M PUHSUIICS pacKiIaibIBaTh HA KAMEHHBIX IIJIMTaX KHUTH,
OJIHY 3a JApYrou, moka Mo He mpoyel1 BCe 3aroJIOBKH.
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[lepBas ke kHura 3acraBuiia Merru B3IporayThb. «OcTpoB cOKpoBUI. OHA 00ECTIOKOEHHO
nocmotpena Ha Mo. «Tonbko He 3Ty! — mogymana ona. — Tonbko He ee, Mo!» Ho orent yxe nepsxan
B pykax cienyrouryto: «Cka3ku u3 «Teicsiun 1 OHON HOUMY.

— Jlymaro, BOT 3Ta, — cKa3asl OH. — TyT HaBepHsKa HaUAETCa AJOBOJIBHO 30510Ta. Ho roBopro
TeOe elle pa3: sl He 3HAI0, YTO CIYYMTCS. DTO HUKOIJIA HE MIPOUCXOJUT TaK, Kak s Xouy. Bce BbI
CUMTAETe MEHS YapoJieeM, HO 51 He BONIICOHUK. BommeOcTBO MPUXOANUT U3 KHUT, U S 3HAIO O TOM,
Kak 3To paboTaert, He OOJIbIIE, YeM ThI HIIM OJJUH U3 TBOUX JIFOMICH.

Kamnpukops oTkuHyscst B kpecie ¥ nocMorpen Ha Mo.

— Hy u ckonbko ThI MHE erie Oyaeis 00 3ToM TaaeuuTh? A, Bonmeonslii A3bIk? — cipocuit
OH CKy4YaroIllUM TOHOM. — | Bce paBHO Tebe He Bepro. B ToM mupe, ABEpb B KOTOPBIIl Mbl CETOIHS
3aXJIOMHY/IN, MHE [TOPOI MPUXOAMIIOCH UMETH JIEJIO C YapOAEsSIMHU U BEIbMaMHU, U 10 YETO 7K€ 4acTo
onu ynpsmuinck! Benp bacra yxxe mokaszan tebe, Kak MbI yKpOIIIaeM CTPONTUBOCTh. Ho K Tebe
CTOJIb OOJIE3HEHHBIE METO[IBI, J1a eIlle TeIepb, KOrAa y HAaC B TOCTSAX TBOS J0Yb, MBI IIPUMEHSTH
He craHeM. — OH MesbKoM B3NNIsAHYN Ha bacty. Mo nonsitazncs yaepxarb Merru, Ho bacra oka-
3aJICsl IPOBOPHEE U MPHUTSAHYIN €€ K cede, cXBaTHB 3a mier0. — C CerogHsanIHero qHs, BommeoHsit
S3bIK, — nponomkan KanpukopH, 1 €ro royioc no-npexHeMy 3Bydaj Tak pOBHO, OyITO OH TOBOPUII
0 morojie, — bacra craHeT TeHbIO TBOEH JT0UepHU. DTO HAZESHKHO 3AIIUTHUT €€ U OT 3MEH, U OT 3JBIX
cobak, HO, pa3yMeeTcs, He OT caMoro bacTel, KOTOpbIN OyAeT ¢ Hell Tr00e3eH, JUIIb MOKa 5 eMy
BEJNI0. A 3T0, B CBOIO OYEPEb, 3aBUCUT OT TOTO, HACKOJIBKO 51 OCTAHYCh IOBOJIEH TBOUMU yCITyTaMHU.
S nousATHO BBIpazMiICa?

Mo nocmoTpesn cHayaia Ha HEero, a HoToM Ha Merru, u JIeBoYKa W30 BCEX CUJI cTapajlach
OTBETHUTbH €My O€CCTPAIITHBIM B3I A0M, YTOOBI YOSIUTH OTLIA B TOM, YTO 33 HEE €My OECITOKOUTHCS
HEYero, Be/lb, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHA BCET/Ia yMena BpaTh Jdyulie ero. Ho Ha ceil pa3 oH He nmoBepui
ee oku. OH 3HaM, 4TO cTpax Merru OblI HE MEHBIIIE TOTO, YTO OHA BUJIENA B €T0 IJ1a3ax.

«A MOXeET OBbITh, BCE€ ATO TOJBKO CKa3ka? — B oTuassHuM noxymana Merru. — U ee BOT-BOT
KTO-TO OPOCHT UNTaTh, 3aKPbIB KHUT'Y, BEIb CKa3Ka 3Ta Takasi Mep3Kasi, U Mbl ¢ MO OlsITh OKa)keMcst
JI0Ma, U 5 cBaplo eMmy koge». OHa KpeTKo 3aKMypuiIach, Kak OyTO €€ MbICIIM MOIVIM UCIIOJTHUTHCS,
HO, B3NISIHYB M3-TI0JI PECHULL, yoeauiach, uTo bacra crout nosaau Hee, a IlnockoHoc nmotupaer
CBOM BJaBJIEHHBII HOC U MIAaUT Ha KanpukopHa ¢ co0aubeil IpeJaHHOCTBIO.

— Xopot1uo, — ycrano npouszHec Mo B TumuHe. — S Oyay unTaTh T€O€ BCIyX, HO MOS J104b
¥ DJHUHOD 3/1€Ch HE OCTAHYTCSl.

Merru oueHb XOpOIIIO 3Hajla, 0 YeM OH AyMaJ. A JyMaj OH O €€ MaM€ U O TOM, KTO UCUE3HET
Ha CEH pa3 OT ero YTeHUsI.

— I'mynoctu. Pazymeercs, oHM OoCcTaHyTCs, — YK€ HE TaK CIOKOMHO ckazan KanpukopH. — A
Tebe Mmopa HaKOHEI| IPUHKUMAThCS 3a YTEHHE, I0Ka U 3Ta KHUra HE pacchllianach B Ipax y TeOs B
pyKax.

Mo Ha MTHOBEHHME TPUKPBLI IJ1a3a.

— Xoporuo, HO ITycTh bacta y6eper HOX, — CKa3all OH XpHILUI0. — Eciii OH XOTh BOJIOCOK TpO-
HeT Ha Merru uiu DnruHop — KisiHyCh TeOe, KarpukopH, s BBIYMTAaI0 Ha BCEX Bac YyMy U Mpokasy!

Koxkepens Opocuit Ha Mo HCITyTaHHBIN B3IIISII, M IaXe 110 JIMIly bacTel mpobexana TeHb, HO
Kanpukops nums paccmesics.

— Hano nu Hannomunats Te6e, BonmeOHsiit S3bIK, 4TO 3TO 00JIe3HU 3apa3Hbie? — CKa3all OH. —
W Bpsia 1y oHM MOIIAJAT MAJIEHBKUX JAEBOYEK, TAK YTO OPOCH MyCThIE YTPO3bl U HAYMHAKN YUTATh.
Ceituac xke. Cuto ke cekyHay. U mpex e BCero s Xouy yCibllaTh KO€-4TO BOT U3 3TOW KHUTH!

OH yKa3aJs Ha KHUTY, KOTOPY0 Mo OTI0XUII B CTOPOHY, — «OCTPOB COKPOBHUILI.
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BonweobHbIN A3bIK

Ckeatip Tpenonu, 0okmop Jluecu u opyeue 0iceHmibMeHbl NONPOCUU
MeHSi Hanucame 6ce, 4Mo s 3HA 00 ocmpose coxkposuuy. HMm xouemcs,
umobbL 51 PACCKA3AIL 6CHO UCTMOPUIO C CAMO20 HA4Ala 00 KOHYA, He CKpbleas
HUKAKUX noOpoOHOCMEl, Kpome 2e02padhuieckoz0 NONONCEeHUsi 0CMpPOsda.
<..> U eom 6 nviHewnem, 17... 200y 1 Oepycb 3a nepo u MbICIEHHO
8036DAWAIOCL K MOMY 6PeMEHU, Ko20d y Moe20 omya Obll mpaKxmup
«Aomupan Benboy» u 6 3mom mpakmupe nOCEIUNCS CMAPLIU 3a20Penblil
MOPSK € CAbeNbHbLIM WPAMOM HA UjeKe.
P. JI. Cmuegencon. Ocmpoe coxposunu®

NmenHo TaMm, B iepkBU, Merru BriepBbI€ 3a AEBSTH JIET yCIbIIaNa, KaK €€ OTell YUTAeT BCIyX.
W naxxe MHOTO JIET CITyCTd, KaXKIbIH pa3, KOrJa OHa OTKpbIBaja OAHY W3 KHUI, KOTOPbIE OH YUTAJl
B TO YTPO, € B HOC yzapsul 3amax ropesnoit Oymaru. [Tozxe Merru BcrioMuHama, 4To B IEPKBU
Kamnpukopna Obl10 Mpoxi1agHO, HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO COJIHIIE YK€ B3OILJIO BBHICOKO M, Korna Mo
MPUCTYIHII K YTEHUIO, Ha YIUIIE CTajo kapko. OH ycecs Ha 10JI OKOJIO KHUT U B35J1 BEPXHIOIO U3
cronku. Merru cena psajgom ¢ Mo, Ho bacra ycren el noMemars.

— Bce Ha nectHuiy, xuBo! — npukaszan KanpukopH cBoum mroasm. — [1nockoHoc, Bo3bMH €
coboii xeHmuHy. A Tb1, bacrta, cToii, rie ctouib!

DJIMHOP MONBITANIACh CONMPOTUBIATHCS, HO [110CKOHOC cXBaTuI €€ 3a BOJOCHI M MOTAIINII
3a cobou. [logpyunsie KanpukopHa ycTpoWINCh Ha CTyNEHBKAX Y HOT XO35MHA. DIIMHOP CUIea
CpeIu HMX, KaK HaXOXJIMBIIASCS TOyOKa B OKPYKEHHUH XMIIHBIX BOPOHOB. Tak ke pacTepsiHHO
BBIIVISIIEIT IYIUIBIN YTEL, IPUCEBIINM B KOHIIE YEPHOU LIIEPEHTH U BCE BPEMS ITOIIPABIISIBIINI CBOU
OYKHU.

Mo OTKpbUI JI€KaBIIYIO HAa KOJEHSIX KHUTY U, HAXMYPUBILIHUCH, IPUHSIICS €€ JINCTaTh, KaK
OyATO MCKaJ Cpelu CTPaHUIL TO 30JI0TO, KOTopoe Tpedosan KanpukopH.

— Koxkepensb, oTpexenIs a3bIK Kaxa0My, KTO XOTh TUKHET, 1oka Bomme6Hsbiii S3b1k untaet! —
ckazan Kanpukoph, u Kokepens, 1octaB u3-3a rosica Hox, OINIsIJIEN LIEPEHTY, KaK OyITO MOABICKU-
Bas ce0e TIEPBYIO JKEPTBY.

B uepxBu Hactynuiia meptBas TuiuHa. Ctano Tak THXO0, 4To MerTu Ka3anoch, OHa CIIBIIINT
neixanue bactel y cebs 3a cimaol. Ho BO3MOXKHO, € 9T0 mOMepenmioch OT cTpaxa.

[Honpyunsie KanpukopHa, cyas 1o ux jamiam, Toxe 0l nogasiensl. OHU cMoTpenu Ha Mo
BpaXJ1eOHO M HEMHOTO omnaciuBO. Merru npekpacHo moHMMazia ux coctosiHue. Yro, eciau onuH
13 HUX UCUE3HET B KHUTe, KoTopyto Mo Tak HepemuTenbHO auctaer? Ckazan jin uM Kanpukops,
YTO TaKOe€ BO3MOKHO? 3HAET JI1 OH caM 00 »ToM? A BAPYT MPOU30MAET TO, yero bourcs Mo: eciu
ucyesHnet oHa, Merru? Wnu Dnunop?

— Merru! — mennyn Mo, cioBHO MpounuTaB €€ MbICIH. — Jlepxkuck 3a MeHs. U Hu B koem
ClIy4yae He OTITyCKaid, XOpouio?

Merru KuBHYJa U OJTHOM pyKO#l yxBaTuiach 3a ero cButep. Kak Oy1To 3To MOIIO MOMOYb.

Hakonenr Mo HapyImiui TUILIUHY:

— Kaxercs, s Halesn Hy)KHOE MECTO.

On Opocun nocneanuii B3mAn Ha Kanpukopha, mocMoTpen Ha DIMHOP, OTKALUISIICS — U
Haual.

6 Iepeson H. Yyxosckoro.
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Bce ucuesno: kpacHbsle CTEHBI LIEPKBH, 1ML noapyuHbix Kanprukopna u cam Kanpukops Ha
cBoeM kpeciie. OcTanuch TOJIbKO rooc Mo U KapTHHBI, KOTOPBIE CIIETAIUCH U3 OYKB, KaK KOBEp
Ha TKarKoM ctanke. Ecim 6b1 Merru mMoriia Bo3HeHaBHeTh KanpukopHa eme 6osblie, To caenana
Obl 3TO ceifuac. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, MYMEHHO OH BUHOBAT B TOM, 4T0 Mo Bce 3TH rofibl €ii HU pa3y He
yyTasl. CKOJIBKO BCETO OH MOT Obl HAKOJ10BaTh JJIsi HEE CBOMM IOJI0COM, IPUIAIOIINM KaXI0My
CJIOBY OCOOBIH BKYC, a KaXKJIOMY TPEITIOKEHUI0 HeroBTOprMYto Menonuio! Jlaxe Kokepens 3a0bu1
IIPO CBOM HOX U SI3bIKH, KOTOPBIE JOJKEH ObUI OTpE3arh, U C OTCYTCTBYIOIIMM B3IJISJIOM CITyLIaJl.
[110CcKOHOC CMOTpEI ¢ TAKUM BOCTOPTOM, KaK Oy/ITO IPSIMO Yepe3 OKHO B IEPKOBB Ha BCEX Mapycax
BIUIBbIBAJI MUpATCKUi Kopalnb. Bee Momyany.

He cnpimao ObUIO0 HE 3ByKa, KpoMe rojioca Mo, KOTOpbId mpoOyxaan OyKBBI M CIIOBa K
KU3HU.

TonbpKO OAMH YeIOBEK, Ka3ajJoCh, OCTABAJICS COBEPIICHHO HEBOCIIPHHMYHMBBIM K BOJIIEO-
ctBy. Ha nmunie KanpukopHa He ObUTO BRIpaKeHHS, OH IIsAAET Ha MO TYCKJIBIMH TJIa3aMH U KA,
KOT7a B 0J1ar03BYYHUH CJIOB 323BEHSIT MOHETHI U ITOCIIBIIINTCS CTYK OTCHIPEBIIMX SIIIUKOB, HAOUTHIX
30JI0TOM U cepedpoMm.

Mo He 3actaBui ero Joiaro kaarb. Korma oH yuTan 0 TOM, 4TO B TEMHOW IELIEPE YBHJET
JIxum XOKHMHC, MAJIBYUK, KOTOPOMY B KHHATE€ IIOYTH CTOJIBKO K€ JIET, CKOJIbKO Merru, npon3omnio
4qyz10:

3onomuie monemol ¢ 2onosamu I'eopea unu 001020 uz JIo00s6uxos, 0yoI0HbL, 080lIHbIE 2UHEU,
MYaoopuvl U Yyexurvl, MOHembvl C U300PANCEHUAMU 6CeX e8PONEUCKUX KOpOTell 3a NOCIeOHue Co
Jlem, CMpaHHvle 8OCHOYHbIE MOHEembl, HAONUCU HA KOMOPbLIX ObLIU NOXONCU He MO HA CNYMAH-
HYIO NPSJICY, He MO HA NAYMUHY, Kpyelvle MOHembl, K8aOpamuble MOHEmbl, MOHembl ¢ ObIPKOU
nocepeoumne, Kak 6yOmo ux HOCUIU Ha wee, — 8 SMOU KOJLIeKYUU HAULTU C80e MECO 8Ce BO3MOIC-
Hble Oenveu, omaumsie uz 3onoma. Cocuumams ux ObLLO HEBOZMONUCHO: UX OBIIO CMONLKO, CKONbKO
JUCMbEB 0CEeHbI0 NOO Ho2amu. Mue mak 4acmo npuxoounrocs Hacubamvcs, Ymo 3aublid CNUHA, U
COpMUpPOBAmMb MaK MHO20, YMo 3a001e1U NATbYbL.

Crny>kaHKU elle CTUpaH MOCIeIHUEe KPOLIKH CO CTOJIOB, KOT/Ia MO MOJTUPOBAHHOMY JIEPEBY
BAPYT MOKAaTHJIUCh MOHETHL. JKEHIIMHBI OT HEOXUJAAHHOCTH OTIIATHYJIWCH, YPOHWIH TPSANKH U
BCIUIECHYJIM pyKaMH. 30JI0TbIe, CepeOpsIHbIE, MEIHbIE MOHETHI, 3BOHKO yAapssICh O KAMEHHBIHN T10J1,
najanu UM nox Horu. [loa ckamelikamMu pociu Ky4H 30j70Ta. HeckoiabKko MOHET AOKaTHIIOCH 0
nectauibl. [logpyunsie KanprkopHa BCKOUMIN, YTOOBI MOTHATH yAapUBILIHECS 00 UX CarlorH 30J10-
ThI€, HO TYT € OTAEPHYIU pyku. Hu onuH He pemiancss IpUKOCHYThCS K 3aKOJOBAaHHBIM COKPO-
BUIIaM. A Kak ellle MO>KHO ObLJIO Ha3BaTh 30J10TO, B3sBILEECS U3 OyMaru, Ne4aTHON KPAaCcKU 1 4eJio-
BEUECKOro rojoca?

Crousio Mo 3akpbITh KHUTY, KaK 30JI0TOM JOXIb npekpaTuics. 1 Merru 3ameTuna cpenu
COKPOBHUII] KyYKH T€CKa U HECKOJIbKO TOPOIUIMBO PACIOI3aBIINXCS CHHEBATHIX )Ky4uKoB. 13 Kyun
KPOILIEUYHBIX MOHET MOKa3allach T0JI0BAa U3YMPYAHO-3€JICHOM SIIIEPHIIbI, KOTOpas BBICYHYJa Tperie-
LIy S3bIK U3 YITIOBATOM MAcTH U 3aCTHIBIIMMHU IJ1a3aMU CTajla 03upaThcs BOKpYT. bacta meTHyn
B HEEe HOX, Kak OyITO BMECTe C flepulleld XOTe MPOH3UTh CKOBaBIIMi Bcex ctpax. Ho Merru
BCKPUKHYJIA, U )KUBOTHOE YCIEJIO YCKOIB3HYTh. KilnHOK ynapuiics o kamHu. bacta BCko4mI, moj-
HSUT HOXK U YTPOXKalollle HampaBui ero Ha Merru.

B stor MmomenT KanpukopH, y KoToporo ObUT MO-MpexHEMY PaBHOAYIIHBIN BU, KaK OyATO
HUYETO 0COOCHHOTO HE MPOU30LLIO0, MOTHSIICS U, OpeHYa KOJIbIIaMH, TOKPOBUTEIHCTBEHHO 3aXJI0-
naJj B JIaJI0MIH.

— Yro >, BonmeOHbIit f3bIK, 711 Hauajga coBceM He Tuioxo! — oObsBUI OoH. — [locmoTpH,
Hapuyc! Bot 310 — 30510T0. HE TO 4TO TOT pKaBblid HCKOPEKEHHBIN XJ1aM, KOTOPBIA Thl MHE BbIUH-
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ThIBaJ. Terepb-TO THI CIBIMIAN, KaK 3TO JENACTCs, U, HAJICIOCh, YeMY-HHOYIb HAYYHIICS — Ha CITy-
yaii, eclIi MHE elle MOHaA004TCsS TBOU YCIYyTH.

Japuyc Hu4ero He OoTBeTHII. B ero B3mifje unTanoch Takoe NpekiIoHeHue nepen Mo, 4To
Merru nokaszanoch, OH rOTOB ObLT yniacTh ee oTity B Horu. Korma Mo Beran, [lapuyc HepemuTenbHO
HalpaBUJICS K HEMY.

Jlronu KanpukopHa Bce elle He JBUTAIUCh C MECTa M HE CBOJAWIM IJIa3 € 30JI0Ta, CJIOBHO
YJ1aJIM, YTO BOT-BOT C HUM YTO-TO NPOU3OUJIET.

—Yro crouTe, Kak KOpoBbI Ha BbITOHE? — B3peBen KanpukopH. — Cobepure Bce. Kuso!

— Oto Obuto BenukosenHo! — 3amentan Japuyc Mo, korna noxapyussie Kanmpuxopna
HEOXOTHO B3SUIMCH 3a JIOINATHI U CTaJIM CrpedaTh MOHETHI B MELLIKHU U SIIKMKU. Ero rmasza 3a crexiiamu
OYKOB OJyecTeni, Kak y pebeHKa, KOTOpOMY HaKOHELl TOJapUiIu TO, YTO OH TakK JOJIO U C HETepIie-
HUEM KJal. — S yuTan 3Ty KHUTY MHOTO pa3, — HeyBepeHHO ImpobdopmoTain oH. — Ho Hukorna eme
HE BHJIEJ] BCE TaK YETKO, Kak cerojaHs. I He Tonpko Buaen... S qake 4yBCTBOBAJ 3amax COJIM U
cMoJbl. UyBCTBOBaJI, KaK 4YEPTOB OCTPOB MaXHET THUJIBIO. . .

— OctpoB cokpoBul! boxxe Tel MOMi, s 4yTh B LITaHbl HE HajJenana ot cTpaxa!l — 3a cnu-
Holi J[apuyca HEO)KHMITaHHO BO3HUKJIA DIIMHOP U OE€CLIEPEMOHHO OTTOJIKHYJIA €r0 B CTOpoHY. [1noc-
KOHOC, TIOXO€e, 3a0bL1, YTO JOJDKEH CleauTh 3a Hel. — Kaszanock, ¢ MUHYThl HA MUHYTY 31€Ch
nosBUTCS ctapblii CUIbBEP U CBOMM KOCTBIJIEM HAJIa€T HAM BCEM I10 1iee!

Mo momua KuBHYI, HO Merru orajianach, Kakoe o0lerdeHre CKphIBajIoCh 3a STHM JIBHKE-
HUEM.

— Bosemure, — ckazan Mo, npotsruBas kaury Jlapuycy. — Hageroch, MHE HUKOT/IA OOJIbIIE
HE MPUIETCS 3TO YUTaTh. He CTOMT CIUIIKOM YacTO UCTIBITHIBATE CY/BOY.

— Te1 Benb Bce BpeMsi IPOM3HOCKUIT €r0 UMl HEMHOXKKO HETIPaBWIIbHO, — IpolenTtana Merru
Ha yxo Mo.

— Tol 3ameTnsa! — MPOroBOpPUII OH B OTBET M HEXHO MPOBEII MajibleM o Hocy Merru. — 51
HOJyMaJl, CTOMT MOnpoOoBaTh. Bo3M0OXHO, CTpaIIHbII IUPAT PELINT, YTO 51 00paIlaoCh HE K HEMY,
U OCTAHETCS TaM, r1e emy u mecto. [louemy Thl Tak Ha MEHSI CMOTPUILB?

— A TbI KaK AyMaelb? — cripocuiia DNUHOP, He AaB Merru orBeTuTh. — [loyemy oHa misaut
Ha oTia ¢ BocxuieaneM? [la motoMy 4to OOJbIe HUKTO HE YMEET TaK YUTaTh BCIyX. M 51 roBopio
JlaKe He 0 yyaecax ¢ MoHeTaMu. S Buzaena abcomoTHO Bee: Mope 1 ocTpoB! Tak Gim3ko, 4To Ka3a-
J10Chb, MOYKHO OBLIIO 1O HUX JIOTPOHYThCS. YBEpEHa, YTO TBOS JOUYb [I04YBCTBOBAJIA TO XKE CaMOe€.

Mo =e cnepskan ynbiOky. HockoMm 60THHKA OH OTOIBUHYII B CTOPOHY MOHETHI, JIS)KABIIHE HA
noiay. OnuH u3 noapyuHbsix KanpukopHa TyT e MOAHSAT UX U YKPAJKOH CyHY/ ce0e B KapMaH.

[ToTom oH ¢ onackoi B3MIsIHYI Ha Mo, Kak OyZITo OTHOTO cJioBa Mo OBLIIO TOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI
IPEBPATUTh €T0 B JIATYIIKY WM OJHOTO U3 TEX ’Ky4KOB, KOTOpPbIE BCE €lle KapaOKaJluch Mo Kyue
MOHET.

— Mo, onu T1e0s 6osTcs! — mennyna Merru.

Jaxxe Ha nuiie bacTel ynTasncs cTpax, XOTs OH BCEMU CHJIAMU CTapaJics €ro CKPhITh U HaIyc-
KaJ Ha ce0sl HAPOYUTO CKYYAIOUTHi BHI.

EnuHCTBEHHBIM, KOTO CITy4HBIIEECS OCTaBUIIO XJIaAHOKPOBHBIM, ObL1 KanipukopH. OH cTos,
CJIO)KUB PYKH Ha Ipy[u, U HAOJI0/1aJ 32 TEM, KaK €ro JII01 coOMpaiy nociaeaHue MOHEThI. B koHLe
KOHILIOB OH HE BBIJIEpKal:

— Ckonbko BHI ellie Oyaete konarbesi? bpockTe Menoub U caauTech 1o mecraMm. A Tel, Boi-
mIeOHBIN SI3BIK, MOXKEITh IPUHUMATHCS 32 CIICAYIONIYIO KHUTY.

— Cnenyrontyro? — l'omoc DnuHOp OT Bo3MyIieHHs copBaiics. — Kak 3To monumars? 1 aByx
KHU3HEH He XBaTHT, YTOOBI HCTPATUTH BCE TO 30JI0TO, KOTOPOE BAIIH JFOIM TOJBKO YTO COOpAJIH.
Mpb1 HEMEAJIEHHO eeM TOMOi!

Ona xorena pa3BepHyThcs, HO [1710CKOHOC BCIIOMHMII O CBOEM MOPYUYEHHUH U ITpy0O CXBaTUII
DIUHOD 3a PYKY.
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Mo nonnsin niaza Ha KanpukopHa.

Ho bacra, 3110 ycmexasice, yke IMOJIOKWI PyKy Ha Iu1ed0 Merru u NpuKpUKHYII:

— To1 ut0, orox, BonmeOnsbiit A3b1k? Tebs *KAET elle ropa KHUT.

Mo goaro cmotpen Ha Merru, npexae 4eM B3SATh CJICAYIONUIYI0 KHUT'Y — Ty, YTO OH HEJIaBHO
yKe epkai B pykax: «Cka3zku u3 « TbICsTUM ¥ OTHOW HOUMY.

— beckoneunas kHura, — mpodopmoran Mo, OTKpbIBasi IEPBYIO CTPaHMILy. — MerTH, ThI 3HaJa,
YTO apadbl BEpST, Oy/ITO HUKTO HE MOXKET JIOUUTATh €€ 10 KOHIa?

[TokauaB ronoBoi, Merru onycTuiaach Ha XOJOIHbIE KAMEHHBIE TIUTHI psaoM ¢ Mo. bacra
HE MOMEIIAJI €M, Ho BcTal 3a ee crnuHou. O «TeIcsue 1 ogHoli Houm» Merru 3Haia He MHoro. OHa
CIBIIIANA, YTO 3Ta KHUTA HA CAMOM JIeJIe COCTOMT U3 MHOTHX TOMOB. 3HAUUT, 3K3eMIuisip lapuyca
— 9TO JIUIIb HEOOJbIIIas 4acTh Bcero coopanus. UHTepecHo, €CTh JI TaM UCTOPUU PO COPOK pas-
OOWHWKOB M AJaiTuHa ¢ ero BoJieOHoi Jammnon? 1 aro Beioeper Mo?

Merru nokazaiocs, 4To Jroaei KanpukopHa pazauparoT IpoOTHBOPEYMBBIE YYBCTBA: C OAHOM
CTOpPOHBI, OHU MOHUMAIOT, YTO MO MOXXET MPOOYIUTh K JKM3HU HEYTO CTPAIIHOE, a C APYror —
YKAXK YT, 4TOOBI €r0 rOJI0C BHOBb YHEC MX JIalIeKO-/1aJIeKo, Ty/1a, Te 3a0bIBaeiIb 000 BCEM Ha CBETE,
naxe o ceoe.

Ha srtot pa3, xorna Mo Havan 4yuTarh, B BO3AYXE HE 3aMaxyio COJIbI0 U CMOJIOW. B 1nepkBu
crano xapko. OT oOXUTaOMEro coiaHa Merru 3a)XMypuiach U, MpoTHpas 1as3a, 3aMeTHIa Ha
cBOMX nanibliax necok. [loapyunsie KanpukopHa BHOBb ciayiany Mo He IeJI0XHYBUINCh, U MOXKHO
OBLIO OJYMaTh, YTO OH MPEBPATUI UX B KaMeHb. M onsaTh Tonbko KanpukopH, ka3zaaoch, HE 4yB-
cTBOBaJ BonmedcTBa. Ho ma3a BbaaBanu ero: Jaxe oH ObLI 3a4apoBaH cka3zkoil. KanpukopH He
cBoaus ¢ Mo cBoero 3menHoro B3nsaa. M3-3a kpacHoro koctioma OyieHbIE 3payKy BBIMISAIAEIN
coBceM OecrBeTHbIMU. OH Hanpsrcst BCEM TEJIOM U ObLT IIOX0XK Ha OXOTHUYBETO IICa, TOYYSIBILIETO
JINYb.

Ho nHa stot pa3 Mo ero pazodapoBair. CyHIYKH ¢ COKPOBHIIIAMH M ca0JIH, yChITTAHHBIC Jpa-
TOLIEHHBIMU KaMHSIMH, TaK U HE COIJIM CO CTPaHULl KHUTHU, XOT4 rojoc Mo 1 3acTaBuil X CUATH
npsaMo nepen Hocom mroaeil Kanprukopra. BMeCTO 3TOro M3 KHUTH BBICKOJIB3HYJIO HEYTO MHOE —
KHUBOE, U3 IIJIOTU U KPOBHU.

Hukro, kpome Merru, He 3aMETHII, YTO MEKAY AbIMSIIMMUCS Ooukamu, B KOTOpbIx Kanpu-
KOPH TPHKa3aJl C)K€Yb KHUTH, CTOUT MaJbuMK. Bce ObUIM CIMIIKOM yBJIEYEHHI cKa3koil. Ero He
3aMeTui faxe Mo, ra3za KOTOporo npoOupanuch 4epe3 XUTPOCIUIETEHUsI OyKB, a MbICIH ObLIN
JTAJIEKO, B KPalO0 BETPEHBIX ITYCThIHb.

Maubuuk ObLT Ha TpU-YeThIpe roaa crapiue Merru. Bokpyr ero rojoBbl ObUT 0OMOTAaH ITBLTb-
HBIH TIOpOaH. CMyTIIOE JIMIIO UCKA3MIOCh OT cTpaxa. OH He MOHUMAJT, KaK OKa3aJiCsl B 9TOM CTpaH-
HOM MECTe, U Tep I1a3a, 4ToObl n30aBUThCA OT BUAeHUs. OH 03UpaJiCs B LIEPKBU C TAKUM YJIUBIIE-
HHUEM, KaK Oy[TO HUKOT/Ia TPEeX/Ie He BUEI MOI00HBIX MOCTpOoeK. Jla u rie oH Mor ux yBuneTs? B
€r0 UCTOPUH HaBEPHSKA HE OBbIJIO HU IIEPKBEH C OCTPOKOHEYHBIMH OAITHSIMH, HU 3€JIEHBIX XOJIMOB,
91O OBLIH CHapyXH. ETo CBETIO-CHHSS JUTMHHOMOMAst pyOalika CBETHIIACh B CyMEPEYHOM LIEPKBH,
CJIOBHO KyCOUY€K Heba.

«YT0 OHM cAenaroT, Koraa yBuasT ero? — nogymaina Merru. — Beas KanpukopH ket coBcem
HE 3TOTO».

N Tyt KanpukopH Kak pa3 3aMeTu1 MaJbdlKa U TPOMKO KPUKHYI:

— Croi!

Mo noaHs1 ronoBy, Aake HE TIOUYUTAB MPEJIOKEHUE 10 KOHIA.

Oxpuk 3actaBui noapyuyHsix KanpukopHa ounyTbest. OHM cTanu npuxoauth B cedst. Koke-
peb NEPBBIM BCKOYWII U C YyTPO30i CIPOCHIL:

— A 3TOT erie OTKy/a B3suICs?
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Mansuuk nogaiics Brepena, 0OBesl BCEX OLENEHEBUIMM OT yKaca B3MNIAOM U, METsAs Kak
KpOJHK, mycTuiics 0exarb. Ho nanexo yittu emy He yaanocs. Tpoe noapy4HbIX OpOCHIINCH 32 HUM
Y HACTUIVIM €ro Bo3je cratyu KanpukopHa.

Mo 1o105K1J1 KHUT'Y Ha KAMEHHBIE IUIUTHI U 3aKPbLI JIUIO PYKaMHU.

— O, @ynbBHO Hcue3! — KpukHYI ofuH u3 moaeit Kanpukopna. — Hukakux cienos. CioBHO
VCITapUIICS.

Bce nocmorpenn Ha Mo. Ha nmnax y Bcex cHOBa nosBWIICS CTpax. TOJIbKO Ha 3TOT pa3 K
HEMY [IPUMEINBAJIOCh HE BOCXUIIEHHUE, & THEB.

— Y6epu manpuuiky, BonmeOnsiit A3bik! — pazapakenHo npukazan Kanpukops. — Takux y
MeHs Oosnblie yeM aocratouHo. M Bepuu dynbBuro.

Mo OTHSI pyKH OT JIMLIA U BCTAJL.

— [1oBTOPSIIO B CTOTBICSAYHBIN pa3: S HUKOTO HE MOTY BEpHYTh! — BOCKJIMKHYJ OH. — U1 oTToTO,
YTO Thl MHE HE BEpUIIb, ’TO HE CTAHOBUTCS JIOKbI0. S He Mory. Jlronu NosBIsSIOTCS U UCYE3at0T
HE 110 MOEH BOJIE.

Merru B3stna Mo 3a pyky. Jlronu KanpukopHa BepHy/IHCh, Iepka MalpuuKa 3a miedd. OHu
TSHYJIM €T0 B pa3Hbleé CTOPOHBI C TAKOW CHJIOM, CIIOBHO XOTEJIM pa3opBaTh. MajbUMK C y’KacoM
BCMaTPUBAJICS B JINLA CBOUX IICHUTENEH.

— Bce BepHuTech Ha cBou Mecra! — npukaszan Kanpukops noapyusnsiv. HekoTopsle n3 HUX
ycnenu nogoitu k Mo yrpoxatonie 6:113ko. — YTo Bbl Tak pa3BojHOBaIUCH? 3a0bUIH, KaK TIIyIO
@ynpBHO MOBEN ceOs BO BpeMst HAIIero mponuioro aena? M3-3a Hero Mel 4yTh HE TIONANIN B JIAIIBI
nojauiuK. Tak YTO BUHOBHBIN IMOHEC 3aCIyKEHHOE HaKa3aHue. A MaJIbuUK €1e MOXET 0Ka3aThCs
YMEJIbIM MOJKUraTesieM, Kak 3HaTh? Ho s mo-npexxHeMy Xody BUAETH KEMUYT, 30J0TO, APAroleH-
HbIe KaMHH. Bcs MCTOpHS KPYTUTCS BOKPYT COKPOBHII, Tak uTo BommeOHbIi SI3bIK X ceifuac
JocTaHeT!

JIromu KampukopHa 9T0-TO OECIIOKOWHO 3200pMOTAaII, HO BEPHYJIUCH K JICCTHHIIC U CHOBA
CeJIM Ha MCTOIITAaHHBIE CTYNEHbKHU. JINIIb Tpoe ocTanuch psitoM ¢ Mo u rmpojgoinkanu 6pocars Ha
Hero BpaxaeOHble B3N Abl. OgHuM 13 HUX Obul bacra.

— Jlagno, nomyctuM, @ynbBUO MOKHO 3aMEHMTbh, — IPOKPUYAJI OH, HE CBOAS a3 ¢ Mo, —
HO KOT'O YepTOB KOJITYH 3aCTaBUT UCUE3HYTH B cieayroiuii pa3z? He skenaro 3akOHYUTH CBOU JHU B
OJTHOW M3 ATUX MPOKJIATHIX UCTOPUNA PO MYCTHIHIO U HEOKUJAHHO OOHAPYKUTh y ce0s1 Ha rOJI0Be
TIOpOaH!

[Ipustenu bacTsl 3akuBany U Tak 3100HO MOcMOTpenu Ha Mo, uto y Merru nepexBaruio
JIbIXaHUE.

— bacra, 1 He coOuparoch MOBTOPSATH ABaXAbl. — KarpuKopH roBOpui1 yrpoxarolie poBHbIM
TOHOM. — BBI TI03BOJIMTE €My YUTATh Jaiibline! A ecii y KOro-To OT cTpaxa 3y0 Ha 3y0 He 1monajaer,
ycTh yOupaeTcs Ha yJMIly ¥ IOMOTAET KEHIIMHAM CO CTUPKOH.

Hekotopeie ¢ Box1e1eHHEM B3IISIHYJIM Ha MOPTaJl, HO HU OJMH HE peluics YiTu. B koHue
KOHILIOB 00a npusTens bacTsl pa3BepHyIUCh U 0€3 CI0B YCENINCh PSIIOM C OCTaIbHBIMHU.

—3a ®ynpBHO THI MHE ellle 0TBeTHllb! — npormumnen bacra, o6pamasce k Mo, u cHOBa BeTal
3a cnuHO# y Merry, a ona nogymana: «Jlyuiie Ob1 ncues Thi!»

Manp4uK 10 CUX MOp HE IPOU3HEC HU 3BYKA.

— 3anpure ero. IloroM mocMOTpuUM, CMOXKET JIM OH HaM MPUTOJUThCs, — puka3an Kampu-
KOpH.

[IneHHuK na)ke He MBITAJICS CONPOTUBIATHCA, Koraa [lmockonoc notamui ero 3a codoil. O
CJIEIOBAJ 3a TPOMMIION O€3BOJIBLHO, CIOBHO OnMylleHHbIH. Horu ero He cimymanuch. Manpuuk,
MOXO0’KE, TyMaJl, YTO CKOPO KOIIMAapHBIM COH 3aKOHUYMTCs. Koraa e OH HakoHEeI MOMMET, 4TO 3TO
HE COH?

Kak TonpKo 1Beph 3a HUMH 3aXJIONHYJIach, KanpuKOpH BEpHYJICS HAa CBOE MECTO U POU3HEC!

— Yuraii naneiine, Bommeonsiii S3b1k. Y Hac elie Bech ACHb BIIEPEIH.
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Ho Mo nocMoTpes Ha KHUTH y CBOMX HOT M ITOKa4aJI TOJIOBOM:

—Hert! To1 Buzen: sTo cHoBa npou3onuio. S ycran. JJoBONIbCTBYHCS TEM, YTO 51 JOCTaA TEOE C
0CTpOBa COKPOBHII]. MOHETHI CTOAT IIETI0€ COCTOSHUE. S X0Uy MOeXaTh IOMOU W HUKOTA OOJIbIIIe
Te0s1 HE BUCTD.

Ot nosnroro ureHus rosoc Mo oxpwui.

KamnpukopH onieHuBatolie nocMorpes Ha Mo, a HOTOM CMEpUIT B3IVISA0M MEIIKU U SIIUKH,
KOTOPBIE €T0 JIFOU HAIIOJHWIM MOHETaMU, IPUKUABIBAS, HAa CKOJIBKO JIET CJIAJIKON JKU3HH EMY XBa-
TUT UX COAEPHKUMOTO.

Haxonen on npousHec:

— Tsl mpaB, npogomkuM 3aBTpa. MlHaue Tyt yero 1006poro nosiBUTCS Kakoi-HUOYIb BOHIOUNI
BepOIIO] WJIN €111€ OJUH MOIYTOJIOHBIM MaJbYMILIKA.

—3aBtpa?! — Mo caenan mar B ctopony Kampukopna. — Uto 3nauut «3aBTpa»? OcTaHOBUCH!
OpvH 13 TBOUX JIONIEN YXKe UCUE3, XOUEIllb ObITh CIECAYIOIUM?

— O00 MHE He OeCITOKOHCA: 51 TOTOB IMOWTH Ha PHUCK, — CIOKOMHO OTBEeTH)I KanpukopH.

Kak Tonbko oH MOAHAJCS C Kpeciia U 3alliarajl BHU3 [0 CTyIIEeHbKaM ajTaps, €ro nojipy4yHble
Bce Kak oauH Bckoumiu. [lo cpaBHeHuto ¢ KanpukopHOM OHM BBINIAJENH KaK IIKOJIBHUKH, XOTS
HEKOTOpbIe OBUTH BBIIIE €T0 POCTOM. [ POMMIIBI CTIpSITANI PYKH 32 CIIMHY, KaK OyATO OOSUIHCH, YTO
YUMTEIb Celdac MPOBEPUT YUCTOTY UX HOITEH. Merru BCcrioMHuIa ciioBa bactel 0 TOM, 4TO OH
nomnai k KanpukopHy coBcemM MalIbuUIIKOH, U oymana: «UTo ke 3acTaBiiseT X CKJIOHSITh TOJI0BbI
Hepe]] XO35IMHOM: YBayKEHUE UITU CTPax?»

KarnpukopH ocTaHOBWICS y OHOTO U3 10BEPXY HAOUTHIX MEIIKOB.

— Toeps Mue, BommeGHblit SI3bIK, y MeHs Ha Te6s elle GONbIINE MIAHBI, — CKa3al OH, 3aIy-
CTUB PYKYy B MEIIOK M MEPEChINas MOHETbl CKBO3b Majblibl. — CErogHs s MpOCTO yCTpOuJ Tebe
npoBepKy. MHe ke Hazo ObUIO Ui Hadajla caMoMy TeOsl TOCIIyIIaTh, YTOOb! YOEIUTHCSI B TBOEM
nape, BepHo? KoHeuHo, 30J10T0O MHE TOXE MPUTOANUTCS, HO 3aBTpa Thl BBIYUTACID JIJISI MEHS KOe-
yTo spyroe. — OH He crenla nojouen K KopoOkaM, B KOTOPBIX IIPEkKE JeKalu KHUTH, IpeBpa-
TUBLINECS TENEPh B MEMNEN U KJIOYbsl CropeBllel Oymaru, 1 OycTUi B OAHY U3 HUX pyKy. — Crop-
npu3! — TOPKECTBEHHO 00BSIBUII OH U, YIBIOHYBILIUCH, OCTAJ U3 KOpOOKH KHUTY. OHa BhIIVIsSAETA
WHaue, 4YeM Ta, KOTOpYIo mpuBe3nu Merru u DnuHop. Kuura Obuta B OyMa)KHOUM CyTiepoOI0xKKe
C SIPKUM PUCYHKOM, HO KampuKOpH CTOSJI CIUIIKOM Jajneko, yToOsl Merru mMoria ero paccMor-
petb. — Jla, omHy st ocTaBmi! — ¢ JOBOJEHBIM BUJIOM 00bSBHI KanpukopH, OriisapIBas HOPaKeHHbIE
auna coOpaBIIMXCs. — ITO, TaK CKa3aTh, MO JIMYHBINA SK3eMIUTIp. A 3aBTpa, BommeOnsiii S3bIK,
Thl MHE €ro nouuTaeib. Kak s yxe ropopui, Ball MUP MHE UCKIIOUUTENIBHO MPUITEH, HO TaM Y
MEHS 0CTaJICs CTapblii APYT, KOTOPOTO MHE HE XBaTaeT. TBoeMy IpEIIECTBEHHUKY s HE pa3perial
npoOoBaTh HA HEM CBOM CHJIBI: HE XOTEJIOCh, YTOOBI MOW JPYyT TOSBUIICA 3[1€Ch 0€3 TOJIOBBI WIIH C
onHou Horoi. Ho Teneps y MEHS €CTh Thl, MAaCTEP CBOETO JIETA.

Mo cMoTpesn Ha KHUT'Y U HE BEpUJI CBOMM I1a3zaM. OH CIOBHO /a1, YTO B CJIEAYIOIEE MTHO-
BEHUE OHA PACTBOPUTCS B BO3IYXE.

— Otnoxuu, Bonme6nsrii SA3b1k, — ckazan Kanpukopn. — [loGeperu cBoi GeciieHHBIH rosoc.
VY Tebst Oyaer misi ATOro TOCTaTOYHO BPEMEHH, IOTOMY YTO ceiyac MHE HAJ0 yeXaTh, a BEPHYChH
sl TOJIBKO 3aBTpa K NOyAHI0. OTBEAUTE 3Ty TPOUILY B UX KOMHATY, HAKOPMHUTE U JAaiTe HECKOJIBKO
OZIesiT Ha HOYb. AX J1a, emle ckaxure MopTtoie, yTo0b! npuHecna BommeonoMy SI3bIKy 4aii: ToBO-
PAT, OH OTVIMYHO CHUMAET XPUIIOTY U BOCCTaHABIMBAET rojioc. Jlapuyc, pa3Be He Thl BCE BpPEMs
TOBOPWJI, YTO Yaid C MEIOM — JIy4IIIee JIEKAPCTBO? — OOPATHIICS OH K CBOEMY OBIBIIIEMY UTEILY.

ToT KMBHYJN U COUYBCTBEHHO ITOCMOTpen Ha Mo.

— BBl ckazanu «B X KOMHaTy»? Yk HE Ty JM KOHYpY, KyAa Hac Buepa Opocui Jo0UTeNnb
HOXeEM, Bbl Tak Ha3bpiBaeTe? — JIno DAMHOP MOLIIO KPaCHBIMU MATHAMU HE TO OT OTYasHUS, HE
TO OT BO3MyLIeHUs. — To, YTO BbI 31€Ch YCTPOWIH, — 3TO HE3aKOHHOE JiIIeHue cBo0oas!! Jla uto
TaM, noxuienue! la, moxuiieHue ntoaeil. A 3HaeTe, CKOJIbKO JIET TIOPbMBI 32 3TO J1al0T?
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— Iloxumenwue mrozaei! — co cmakom noeropui bacta. — MHe HpaButcs, kak 3By4uuT. [Ipasna!

KamnpukopH ynbeIOHysCs €My, @ IOTOM [TOCMOTPEI Ha DIUHOP TakK, CIIOBHO BIIEPBHIE €€ YBU-
JeJ1, ¥ IPOU3HEC:!

— bacra, sTa 1ama MoxeT Ham YeM-HUOY/Ib ObITh TIOJIe3HA?

— YT0-TO HMYETO B rOJIOBY HE MPUXOJUT, — OTBETHII bacTa 1 yXMbUIbHYJICS, KaK MaJIbYUIIIKa,
KOTOPOMY TO3BOJIUIIU Pa30UTh UTPYIIIKY.

OnuHOp moOIIeIHeNa, X0TeNa OTCTYyUTh, HO Kokepenb nperpaani ei Topory U CXBaTHII 32
IUIEYH.

— A 9TO MBI 0OBIYHO JieNIaeM ¢ OeCIToNe3HBIMHU BelaMu? — TUXO0 crpocui KanpukopH.

Bacra 310 yneibancs.

— Ipexparu! — kpuxknyn Mo Kanpukopny. — Hemeanenno npekparu ee myrarb, MHaue s HU
CTPOUYKH OOJIBIIIE HE IPOUUTALO.

KanpukopH co cky4aronum BUIOM OTBEpHYJICS 0T Mo, a bacta mponomkan yXMbUISTBCS.

Merru yBuzena, Kak DIMHOp MpHKaia pyKy K IpoKaluM rybam, 1 BCTyIIHJIach 3a HecyacT-
HYIO.

— DnuHOop He Oecnone3Ha. OHa pa3dupaercs B KHUTAX JIy4Ile, 9eM KTO Obl TO HU ObLIO! —
TBEPJI0 BHITOBOpUIIAa MerTu, c:kaB pyKy DJIHMHOD.

Kamnpukops o6epnysncs. Ot ero B3misiga Merru B3poruyina, Kak OT IPUKOCHOBEHHUS XOJIO/I-
HBIX MaJIbLIEB K CIIMHE. PecHUIbl y Hero Obuin Oesnble, Kak MayTHHa.

— DNMHOP HaBEepHSKA 3HAET OOJBIIE KHUAT O COKPOBHUIIAX, YeM TBOH Tommmii uten! HamHoTrO
Oomblne, — mpubaBmiIa Merru 3anuHasch.

Mokpble nanplpl DIUHOP CKalu pyKy Merru Tak Kpenko, YTo 4yTh HE pa3JaBUIIL.

— Ha, xoneuHo! He comHeBaiiTech: KOoe-Kakue€ UCTOPUU MHE HaBEpHsSKa NPUIYT HA YM, —
IIPOrOBOpUJIa OHA C/IABJIEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

— Bort kak? Uro x, nocmorpum! — ckazan KanpukopH, CKpuBHUB CBOU I'yOBbI.

[1o 3HaKy x035MHA MOAPYYHBIE TOJIKHYJIU B CIMHY DIUHOP, Merru u Mo 1 noBenu uX MUMO
CTOJIOB, KpaCHBIX KOJIOHH U cTaTyu KanpukopHa K TSDKEIOH, CO CKPUIIOM OTBOPUBILIEHCS ABEPH.

TeHp OT 1IepKBU Majana Ha oAb nepex fomamu. Ha ynuie naxio serom, HeOO ObLIO
SICHOE, U COJIHLIE CBETHJIO KaK HU B YeM HE ObIBAJIO.
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MpauyHble nepcnekTuBbI

Yoas nonoowcun na murymy ceoio 2ono8y na niewo Mayenu.

— Xpabpoe cepoye u yumusas peus, — ckazan oH. — C HuMU mul 0a1eKo
notideuv 8 Oxcynensix. A menepv yxoou omcrooa ckopetl emecme ¢ MeouMu
opysvsmu. Cmynatl cnams, ROMOMY 4O CKOpoO 3aildem JyHA, a mebe He
200umcs sudenv mo, 4mo oyoem.

P. Kunnune. Mayanu’

Hakopmunu wux npedictButenbHO AocbiTa. OKOJIO MOMy[IHS JKEHIMHA MpUHEcTa Xjied u
OJIUBKM, @ BEUYEPOM JIAlIIy, TaXHYIIYyIO0 CBEXUM po3MapuHoM. Ho HaOWTHIN KMBOT HE CKpallu-
Bajl OECKOHEYHBIE Yachl O’KUJAHUS U HE yMajlsul CTpax Mepes 3aBTpallHuM AHeM. Jlaxke kHure
3TO BpsiJ JIM yIajgoch Obl, BIPOYEM, O YTEHUHU Heuero Obuio u Jymatk. [lox pykoil He OblI0 HU
OJIHOM KHUTH. Hudero, kpoMe NIyxXux CTEH U 3aKpbITOM ABepu. [10 kpaiiHel mepe, JIaMIIo4Ky 3aMe-
HWIH, U UM HE MPUILJIOCHh CUJIETh B TEMHOTE. Merru To u Aeno nocMaTpuBalia Ha IIeb MoJ JABe-
PBIO, YTOOBI y3HATh, HE CTEMHEJIO JIHM, U MPEICTaBIsUIA, KaK Ha YIIULE SLUIEpULIbl TPEIOTCS Ha COJ-
HBIIIKE, — OHA 3aMEeTWJIa WX Ha IUIOIIAIU Iepes LepKoBbio. IHTepecHO, BBIOpanach Jin HapyKy Ta
W3yMPYIHO-3€JI€Hasl, YTO BBINOJI3JIAa U3 KyUKH pacchlllaHHbIX MOHET? W 4To cTano ¢ Mansuukom?
Crouno Merru 3akpbITh I71a3a, KaK Iepel] Hel BCTaBajo ero NoTpsICEHHOE JIUILIO.

Merru cnipammuBana ceds, tymaet i1 Mo o ToM xe. C Tex mop Kak UX CHOBa 3alepiiu, OH He
ckazas HU cioBa. Cpa3y OpOCHIICS Ha COJIOMY M OTBEPHYJICS K CTEHE. DIHMHOP TOXKe Oblila Hepas-
roBopurBa. Korna Kokepenb 3akpbu1 1Beph Ha 3aCOB, OHA TOJIBKO IpoOypyaa:

— Kak BenukonymiHo! 'octenpuuMHbBIN X0391H pacileqpuIcs ellle Ha IB€ Ky4H IJIeCHEBEIoN
COJIOMBI, — @ ITIOTOM yCeJIach B yToJI, IPOTSAHY/Ia HOTU U, HACYTUBIINCH, IPUHSIACH PACCMAaTPHUBATh
TO CBOM KOJICHHU, TO TPS3HYIO CTEHY.

— Mo! — npousnecna Merru, korja THILIMHA CTala HEBBIHOCUMON. — Kak ThI Jymaerib, 4To
OHH c/ieNaroT ¢ ManbunkoM? M 4To 370 3a ApyT, KOTOPOro ThI JOKEH BeIUUTATh 11 Kanpukopha?

— He 3naro, Merru, — ckazan Mo He TOBOpaYnBasicCh.

Bosnblie oHa ero HU 0 YeM He cIipalinBaia, IpoCcTo ycTpousa cede CriaabHOE MECTO PSJIOM C
HUM U TPUHATIACh OPOJIUTH BJIOJIb TOJIBIX CTEH. MOXKET, 32 OAHON U3 HUX CUJIUT CKa30YHBIA Majb-
ynk? OHa npuciIoHWIack yXxoM Kk cteHe. Hu 3Byka. Kro-to Hamapanan Ha mTyKaTypke CBOE UMSI:
Puxapno benrtone, 19.5.96. Merru nansiiamu mpoBena o 6yksam. Ha paccrosaun n1ByX nagoHen
ob110 emie ogHo uMs. U eme ogHo. Merru nogymana: «Uto ¢ aumu ctajo, ¢ Pukapao, Yro, bep-
Hapno?.. MoXeT, 1 MHE HanMcaTh CBOE UMl Ha ClTy4yal, €CiIy. ..» — HO OHa IPEAYCMOTPUTENILHO HE
cTaja JOAYMBIBATh 3TY MBICIb /10 KOHIIA.

3a ee cMHOW DIUHOP, KPAXTS, pacTIHYJIach Ha cojoMme. Merru o6epHyach U BCTPETHIIA
ee yIbIOKY.

— Yo OBl 51 ceituac oTaana 3a pacuecky! — ckazana DIUHOP, youpas BoJockl co j16a. — Huko-
raa Obl He moJyMala, 4YTo B TaKOW CUTyaluu Oy/ly MedTaTh UMEHHO O HEl, HO Tak U ecThb. boxe, s
pacTepsiia Bce CBOM HEBUAMMKH, JTOJIKHO OBITH, S I0X0Xa Ha BEbMY WM PAaCTPENaHHYIO IETKY.

— Her-Her, Tebe myumie 0e3 BCAKMX 3aKOJIOK: OHU y TeOs BCe BpeMs Che3Kajll, — cKa3alla
Merru. — MHe KaXXeTcs, ThI Ja)Ke IOMOJIOALIA.

— ITomononena? Xwm. Hy uto k, Tebe BugHEE. — DIUHOP TOCMOTpETIa Ha ceOs: ee CBUTEP ObLI
B I'pSA3H, a MO YyJIKaM MOJ3JIM TP CTPENKU. — TaM, B LIEpKBH, Thl MEHS BbIpyuunia, — IPOTOBOPHIIA
OHa, ofieprusas 100ky. — He ctpycuia. A BOT y MeHsl HOTH OT cTpaxa cTajid BaTHbIMU. [lo cux mop

7 [Tepeson H. [dapysec.
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HE MOHUMAI0, YTO ¢O MHOM mpowusouwio. Cama ceds He y3Har. Takoe BHeyaTiaeHHUe, YTO cTapas
no0past DnuHOp yexana JOMOM U ocTaBWiia MEHs TyT oaHy. — ['yObl y Hee 3aapokanu, u Merru
I0Ka3aj10ch, 4TO OHa ceiyac 3amadeT. Ho npexHelt DnuHop yaanock oaepxkarb BepX. — CMOTpuU-
Ka, PAaBUIBHO TOBOPSIT: TOJIBKO B O€/1e MOXKHO TOHSTh, U3 KAKOTO T€CTa ThI ClIeNaH, — 100aBuIa
oHa. — Sl Bcerga aymMana, YTO MEHsSI HUYEM He MPOHSTh, a Ha JieJie OKa3ajlach caMOl HacTosIen
Tpycuxoil. CTOUI0 KaKoMy-TO HETOASIIO IOMaxaTh y MEHs IIEpe] HOCOM HOXOM, Kak s capeiduia.

DIMHOP nocTapajiack CIIOTHYTh NPEAAaTEIbCKUE ClIE3bl, HO OHU BCE-TaKU BBICTYIHIIN Y HEe
Ha T1a3ax. OHa pa3IpaXeHHO BBITEPJIa UX THUILHOW CTOPOHOM JIaIOHHU.

— Tbl mpekpacHO Jepkulibesi, JnuHop! — Mo Bce erie Jexan JuioM K creHe. — Bol 00e
IPEKPACHO JIEPKUTECh. A BOT MHE HaJI0 CBEPHYTH LIEI0 32 TO, UTO BTSAHYI BAaC B ATY UCTOPHIO.

—B3snop! EnuHCTBEHHBIH, KTO 3aCTy)KHBaET, YTOOBI €My CBEpHYIIH Iet0, — 3T0 KanpukopH, —
ckazana OJnuHop. — M mep3asen bacra. ['ocnonu, Hukoraa Obl HE moJgyMania, 4yTo Oydy ¢ TaKuM
YIOBOJIbCTBUEM IPEJICTABISTH, KaK yOUBaIO KOro-To, HO, Ionaauch MHe bacTta, 5 Obl. ..

TyT oHa BCTpeTHiia U3yMIICHHBIN B3IVIs,1 Merru 1 BUHOBATO 3aMOoJI4asa.

Merru, noxas 1ie4amMmu, IporoBopuia:

— Ecnu yecTHO, 51 49yBCTBYIO TO K€ CaMO€, — ¥ IPUHSIIACh BEJIOCUIIEIHBIM KIIFOYOM L1apanarb
Ha cTteHe OykBy «M». HeBeposiTHO, UTO OH /10 cux mop jiexan y Hee B kapmane. CyBenup. [lamsate
0 MPOILJION KU3HH.

Mo niepeBepHYyJICs Ha CIIMHY U YCTaBUJICS B IOTOJIOK.

— IIpoctu MeHns, Merru, — HEOXKUAAHHO NMPOU3HEC OH. — [IpoCTH, YTO MO3BOINI UM OTHSTH
KHUTY.

Merru Hanapanaia Ha cTeHe 6onbiyto «E» 1, oTcTynuB Ha 1iar, ckasana:

— Kakas teneps pasnuna! Ckopee Bcero, Tbl BCe paBHO HE CMOTI" Obl BEpHYTh €€ 00paTHO. —
ByxBel «I'» B ee uMeHH ObUTH TIOXOXH HA 00KycaHHbIE «I1».

— Ckopee Bcero, Tak, — OypkHya Mo 1 CHOBa BIEPUJICS B OTOJOK.

— Te1 He BHHOBAT, Mo, — cka3ajla Merru u xoreja J00aBUTh: «lJI1aBHOE, YTO THl CO MHOM!
N Bacra Hukoraa Oosiblie He MPUCTABHT TeOE K TOPITy HOXK. A ee s IMOYTH He oMHI0. M BooOIe
BUJIETIa TOJBKO Ha (oTorpadusx», — HO nmpomonyana. OHa MOHMMAaNa, 4To 3TO He yTemuT Mo,
ckopee elie oonble paccTpout. Jlo cux nop Merru He nogo3peBania, Kak CUIIbHO Mo CKy4aeT 1o
ee marepu. HeoxuaaHHo OHa OYYBCTBOBaIA YKOJI HEJIETONW PEBHOCTH.

be3 ocoboro crapanus Hauapanas Ha mrykatypke «M», Merru omycTtuia BeJIoCHUNIEHBIN
KJIIOU.

CHapyXH MOCHBIIIAINCH I1ary.

Koraa onu npubnu3uirch, IMUHOP 3aKpblia poT pykamu. JIBeps oTkpsll bacta. 3a Hum cro-
s1a JKeHIIMHA. Merru y3Hana crapyxy, KoTopyto Bujena B joMe Kanpukopna. C HEOBOJIBHBIM
JIMIIOM Ta MPOTHUCHYIaCh MUMO bacThl M OCTaBUIIa Ha MOJI TEPMOC U YALIKY.

— W tak nen no ropno! — npoBopuasa oHa, BbIXoJs. — Tenepp elle u 3TUX rocrnoj KOpMUTh
Hajo. Pa3 yx aepkute ux 37€Ch, TO 3aCTaBbTE XOTs ObI pabOTaTh.

bacra orBeTmi:

— Ckaxu 06 3Tom Karnpukopsy.

OH nocran u3-3a 1osca HOX U, YIbIOHYBIINCH DIIMHOP, BBITEP €0 0 KYpTKY. B crycTuBmmxcs
CyMepKax ero pyoarika cusiia OeTu3HOM.

— IIpustHoro yaenuTusi, Bommeousiid f3bik, — cka3zan bacra, cmakys cTpax Ha JuIe Diu-
HOp. — MopToia no0Xkuiia B TEpMOC CTOJIBKO ME/Ia, YTO OT OAHOIO ITIOTKA y T€OS CIAUMHYTCS YOBI,
3aTo ropiio 3aBTpa OyAeT Kak HOBEHBKOE.

— Y0 BBI clienanyu ¢ MajpduKoM? — cupocui Mo.

— Kaxercs, ero 3amepnu psaoM ¢ Bamu. 3aBTpa Kokepens ycTpouT eMy HEOOJIbIIOE UCTIBI-
TaHUE OTHEM, [TOCJIE YETO U PELIUM, CMOXKET JIU OH HaM IIPUTOAUTHCS.

Mo cei Ha conome.

101



K. ®yHke. «YepHunbHoe cepaue»

— WcnpiTanue orueM? — cripocuil OH € TOpbKO UpOHUEN. — ThI-TO €ro TOYHO HE MPOXOAMIL:
naxe crimaek Caxxepyka OOUIIIBCS.

— [punepxu s3pix! — npomunen bacta. — Eme cioBo, U s €ro oTpexy, KakuM Obl IEHHBIM
OH HU OBLI.

— ThI 3TOrO HE caenaenp, — ckazaia Mo NOJHSBIINCH.

OH He criena HaJIWI rOpsiYnid 4ail B Yalliky.

— Moxert, u He caenaro. — bacta 3aroBopui menoTom, 4To0bl HUKTO HE noacaymain. — Ho y
TBOEH JOYYPKH TOKE €CTh SI3bIK, U OH HE TAKOM LIEHHBIN, KaK TBOH.

Mo 6pocwui yaniky B bacty, HO OH ycrien 3axXJI0IHYTh ABEPb, U Yalllka pa30uiack BIpeOesru.

— Xenaro npusTHIX cCHOB! — pokpuyain bacrta, 3anupas 3amok. — Pacniopsikyce, 4To0Obl TeOE
IIPUHECIIM HOBYIO YalIKy. YBUJIUMCS 3aBTPA.

Korga on ymen, Bce Mmosyanu. J{onro-gomro.

[Torom Merru npomrenraina:

— Mo, pacckaxu 4yTo-HHOY/b!

—Yro THI X0UelIb MOCTYIAaTh? — CIPpOCcCuI Mo, MOJI0KUB PYKY €i Ha TIJIeUO0.

Merru THXO IPOroBOpuIIA:

— Pacckaxku 0 ToM, Kak MBI ulIeM Kiaja B Erunre, a BOKpyT necdansie Oypu, CKOPIIMOHBI U
NPUBUICHNUS, KOTOPHIE BCTAIOT U3 MOTHII, YTOOBI TIOMENIaTh HaM 3a0paTh UX COKPOBUIIA.

— AX, 3Ty ucropuio! — ckazasi Mo. — §l, kaxxercs, BbIIyMal €€ Ha TBOI BOCbMOM JIEHb POXK-
nenus. Ecnu g Bce mpaBWIIBHO ITOMHIO, OHA JIOBOJIBHO CTpAIIHASL.

Merru noarBepaunia:

— Ouenb cTpamHas! Ho Bce 3akaHYMBAETCsl XOPOIIO, M MbI BO3BpAIlaeMCsl TOMOU C Kydei
COKpOBUIII.

— S Toke X04y MmOCIymarh! — qpoKalluM roJI0COM BOCKIMKHYIA DMuHOP. J0MKHO OBITS,
OHa Bce elle Qymana o bacre u ero Hoxe.

Tyt Mo Hauan pacckaspiBath. He ObU10 HU mIenecTa cTpaHull, HU 0€CKOHEYHOTO JIAOMPUHTA
OyKB.

B cepenune ncropun Merru BCTpeBOKEHHO CIIPOCHIIA:

— Mo, Kora Thl IPOCTO paccKasbIBaclllb, B PEAIbHOCTH HUYETO HE MOSIBIIAETCS, IpaBaa?

Mo orsetui:

— Het. Bunumo, Hy>XHO, 4TOOBI HCTOPUIO BbIAyMaJl KTO-TO JIpyroi. 1 6e3 meuyaTHON Kpacku
9TO HE paboTaer.

3areM OH NPOJOJIKUII paccka3, a Merru 1 DNMHOp MO3BOJIMIIN €0 TOJIOCY YHECTH UX JIaJIeKo-
JIAJIEKO ¥ HAaKOHEL| 3aCHYJIN.

Bce Tpoe mpocHYIIMCH OT OJTHOTO U TOTO YK€ 3BYKa: KTO-TO KOBBIPSIICS B 3aMKke. Merru noka-
3aJI0Ch, YTO OHA PACCIIBIIIANA C/IaBICHHBIC PyTaTeIbCTBA.

DnuHOp TepBasi BCKOYMIIA M B yKace 3allenTana:

— O net! Onu npunum 3a muoi! Crapyxa nobuiace cBoero! 3aueM um Hac KopMuTh? TeOs,
MOXET, 1 UMEET CMBICII, — OHA OBICTPO B3WIsHYNA HA MO, — a 1 UM HU K 4emy!

— Oroiinu K cTe”e, DIUHOP, — ckazan Mo, 3akpbIB coboit Merru. — He nmoaxoaute x aBepu.

3aMOK Ty X0 IIENIKHYJI, KTO-TO, IIPHOTKPHIB ABEPH, MPOTUCHYIICS B Hee. Caxepyk. C onackoit
OTJISTHYBUIMCh, OH 3aKPBUI ABEPh M MPHUCIOHUICS K HEW CIIMHOM.

— S capiman, Tel CHOBA 3TO caenal, Bommeonsiit A3bik! — menorom mpousnec Caxepyk. —
['oBopsiT, GEHBIN MaBUUK O CUX HOP HE cKa3aji HU ciioBa. UTo K, 1 MOTy ero noHsats. Mep3koe
YyBCTBO — OKa3aTbCs BAPYT B UY)KOW UCTOPHUHU. YK TIOBEPh MHE.

—Yro Bam 371€Ch HYKHO? — HAOpOCUIIACh HA HETO DIIMHOP.

Korna ona yBunena Caxepyka, OT cTpaxa Ha €€ JIMIE He OCTaJIOCh U Cliea.

— Ocrass ero, OnuHop! — Mo orcTpanuia ee u nogouien k Caxepyky. — Kak tBou pyku?
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Caxxepyk moxkaJ riedamu:

—MHe cMma3anu ux Kakoi-To Ma3blo, HO KUCTH FOPST, CJIOBHO UX 10 CUX ITOP 00XKUTaeT I1aMs.

— Crpocu, 3adeM oH npuiien! — npomrenTana DnuHop. — Eciu 3arem, uToObl Bpatk, OyATO
HE OH BTPABWJI HAC B HETIPUATHOCTH, TIOXKATYHCTA, yIaph IO €ro JHKUBOH (pU3HOHOMUH.

Bwmecto orBera Caxepyk Opocuil €il CBSI3KY KIIrouei:

— 3auem, Tymaere, s 37eCh? — BBIKITIOUMB CBET, OH C J0Ca01 MPOroBOpHII: — MeX Iy Npodum,
OBLIO HE TAaK-TO MPOCTO YKPACTh y bacThl KitouM OT MalIMHbI, TaK YTO HE OMEIANo Obl CKa3aTh
cnacu00, HO, €CJIM XOTUTE, MOYKEM OCTaBUTh LIEPEMOHUY Ha IOTOM. A TETepb YXOIUM: HE CTOUT TYT
nonro 3aaepkuBarbest! — Caxkepyk OCTOPOKHO OTKpPbUIT ABEph U Ipuciaymanca. — Ha nepkoBHoi
OalllHe CTOUT OXpaHa, — MIPOLIENTAal OH, — HO OHHU CJIEJAT 3a X0JIMaMu, a He 3a JepeBHeil. Cobaku
3aneprhl B KJIeTKax. Eciiu Bce-Taku CTOJIKHEMCS ¢ HUMU, OHU IPUMYT MEHS 3a CBOETO.

— C Kxako#i cTaTtu Mbl J0OJKHBI MY JOBEpATH? — mpolenTtaia DauHop. — UTo, eciiu OH OnsTh
4yTO-HUOY/b 3aTesn?

— S xouy cOexaTh OTCIO/Ia — BOT BCE, UTO 5 3aresi1! — pe3ko npousnec Caxepyk. — Mue 3nech
nenath 6ombiue Heyero! KanpukopH menst oomanyi. [IpeBpatui B mpax Mou nocieiHue Haex ibl!
OH nyMaer, 94To MeHsI MO>KHO ITUHATh, Kak co0aKy, s ¥ cjioBa He ckaxky. Ho on ommbaercs. OH cxer
KHUTY, a 5 3a0epy y Hero 4yrena, Ha KOTOPOTO OH BBILIEN Oiarofapsi MHE. A 4TO KacaeTcs Bac, —
oOropesiuM najibiiem Caxepyk 1okaszaja Ha JJIUHOP, — Bbl €1€TE C HAaMH, IOTOMY YTO y Bac €CTh
MamuHa. [lenikom ot sroneit KanpukopHa He yiTH, a OT 3MeH B 3ACIIHUX X0IMax U noaasHo. Ho
sl HE YMEIO BOJIUTH, TaK 4TO...

— Bor Bunure, s Tak u 3Hana! — BCIBIXHYMA DIHHOP, YyTh HE 3a0bIB O TOM, YTO JOJIKHA
TOBOPUTH 11en0TOM. — OH X04eT cnacTu cBoto WKypy. [loromy Ham 1 nomoraet! 1 HuKakux yrpul-
3eHuii copectu! Jla y Hero ee npocto HeT!

— MHe Bce paBHO, TOYEMY OH HaM IIOMOTaeT, DIUHOP, — IpepBai ee Mo. — [T1aBHOE, YTO MBI
BbIOepemMcs oTcronia. Ho ¢ Hamu moenieT enie oJJuH YeloBeK.

— K10? — Caxepyk TpeBOXHO B3IIsiHYI Ha Mo.

— Manbuuk, 4bto Cysib0y s HeBOJIbHO onpezaenui. Kak u TBoro, — nporosopui Mo, nmpoTuc-
kuBasick MuMo Caxepyka Ha ynuily. — bacta ckaszani, 4To €ro 3amepiid B cocefaHeil komHate. Thbl
JIETKO BCKPOEIIb 3aMOK: 3TO HE Ipobiema JijIsl TBOUX MPOBOPHBIX MAJIBLIEB.

— Boobmie-To st ux cerogns odxer! — pazapaxenso menuyn Caxepyk. — Ho s cnenato to, o
YeM ThI IPOCHILIb. XOTsI TBOSI 100POTAa MOKET CTOMTh HaM KHU3HHU.

Korna Caxepyk noctydain B ABEpb C HOMEPOM IISITh, B KOMHATE MOCIBILIANICS LIOPOX.

—Iloxoxe, OHM HE COOMPAIOTCS ero yOUBaTh! — MpomIenTai OH, KOBBIPSACH B 3aMke. — CMepT-
HHUKOB 3aIMPArOT B IIepKOBHOM ckJierne. C Tex mop Kak st pacckasan bacre, uto cpenu rpo6oB 6po-
it npuspak benbix JKenmuz, kaxaplil pa3, korna KanpukopH ero Tyzia 3a ueM-HUOYAb OCHLIAET,
OH OJieZIHEET, KaK My4YHOH 4epBb. Xopollias Bblia myTka. — Caxkepyk 10BOJIbHO YCMEXHYIICS.

— A 0oHHM YacTO yOMBAIOT JIFOZEH? — TUXO cripocuiia MerrH, B3IJISTHYB Ha LIEPKOBb.

Caxxepyk moxkaJ riedamu:

— Cnyuaercs. Ho He Tak yacTo, KaK paHblie.

— OcTaBb cBOM poccka3HM mpu cede! — mennyn Mo, He CBOJIS T1a3 ¢ IEPKOBHOM OalrHH.

Ha camoM Bepxy, psIoM ¢ KOJIOKOJIOM, CTOSUT 4aCOBOW. MErru Tak JOJIr0 CMOTpEJIa HaBepX,
YTO Y HEe 3aKpY)KUJIach IOJIOBA.

— Oto He poccka3HH, BommeOHbii f3bIK, 3T0 — npasaa! Mnu Tl uX yke HE OTIMYaclib?
ScHoe neno, npaBaa — IeBYIIKA HENPUIIISIHAS, HUKTO HE JIIOOUT CMOTPETH €ii B 1u10. — Caxkepyk
OTOIIIeJI OT JIBepHU U nokjoHmics: — [Ipomry! Moskere 3a0uparh CBOETO MaJIBuUKa, 3aMOK OTKPBIT.

Mo wennyn Merru:

— Wu To1 iepBast! TeOst OH HE ucmyraeTcsl.

3a nBepblo OblIa KpomeriHas TbMa. Korna Merru Boiuia B KOMHaTy, CHOBA MOCJIBIILIAJICS
HIOPOX: KTO-TO WJIM YTO-TO 3allI€BETMIOCH Ha Ky4Y€ COJIOMBI.
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Caxxepyk IpOCyHYJICS B IBEPh U BIOXKUI €l B pyKy (oHapuK. Merru BKItounsa ero, u ay4
ynaJ IpsMo Ha CMYIJIO€ JIMLIO Majipauka. Conoma, KOTOpYIo eMy MOCTENINIIN, ObLia e11e XyKe TOM,
Ha xoropoy cnana Merru. [loxoxe, 4to ¢ Tex nop, kak INIOCKOHOC €ro 31€ech 3anep, MAJIBUUKY
ObU10 He 10 cHa. OH cujen Kpenko oO0XBaTUB KOJIEHH, KaK OyATO COOCTBEHHbIE HOTM ObUIM €ro
€IMHCTBEHHOM OMOPOM.

MoskeT, OH BCE €I1I€ TyMaeT, YTO TypPHOU COH CKOPO KOHYHUTCS?

—Ioiinem! — mennymna emy Merru u npotsaHyia pyky. — Mbl xoTum Te0e noMmous! Be13Bonuth
TeOs oTcronal

Mansuuk He meBenuics. OH CMOTpeN Ha Hee, HE0BEPUMBO MPUITYPHUB IJ1a3a.

W3-3a nBepu nocasimancs ronoc Mo:

— Merru, noroponucs!

VYenblmas 4y»KoH rojoc, MAJIBYUK PE3KO OTIIATHYJICSA U YAAPUIICS CIIMHOM O CTEHY.

— [pomry Te6s! Iotinem ¢ Hamu! — mpomenrtana Merru. — MHave onu cenarot Tede 00IBHO.

MunyTy-Ipyryto oH cMOTpen Ha Merry, a MoTOM HEPELIUTENbHO NoAHsUICA. Manbuuk ObL1
BBIILIE €€ TIOYTH Ha JIECATh CAHTUMETPOB. Bpyr oH Opocuiics K ABEpHU U € TaKOM CUIION OTTOJIKHYJI
Merru, 9TO OHa ymana. 3a IBephIo ero noiman Mo.

— Oii! — tuxo npousHec Mo. — Yenokoiicst! Mbl npaBaa XoTUM Te0€ IOMOYb, HO Thl JJOJDKEH
Jienarh TO, YTO Mbl T€OE TOBOPUM, TTOHSTHO?

—Br1Bce ueptu! UepTr nimm 1eMoHbI! — IpoIenTan MajlbdHK, BpakJeOHO CBEPKHYB ITTa3aMHU.

OH roBopui Ha TOM ke si3bIke. Huuero ymuBuTENIbHOTO, BE/Ib €10 CKa3Ky PacCKa3blBald Ha
BCEX SA3BIKAX MUPA.

Merru nogHsIIACh U OIIyTIajia KoJieHKY. [loxoxe, ynapuBIIMCh O KAMEHHBIH 10T, OHa pa3ouia
€€ B KPOBb.

— Ecnu xouemib yBUETh YEPTE, MOXKEILb IPOCTO OCTAThCS 37€Ch! — ChA3BUIIA OHA, TPOXOJIS
MHUMO MajbiMKa, & OH OTIIATHYJCS OT Merru, Kak OT Be/IbMBI.

Mo niputsHyn ero k ce0e U, yKa3biBasi Ha LIEPKOBHYIO OAIIHIO, IPOIIENTa:

— Buauip yacoBoro HaBepxy? Eciu oH Hac 3aMeTUT, HaC BCeX YOBIOT.

ManpuuK B3IVISIHYJ HAa CTOPOXKEBOM TOCT.

Caxxepyk He BbIAEPKaAT U MOJCKOYMII K HUM.

— Iloitnemre xe! Eciam oH HE XO4eT WATH, MyCTh ocTaeTcs. — U, B3mIsiHYB Ha O0OChIE HOTH
MaJTbarKa, 100aBwiI: — CHUMUTE 00YBb, a TO Oy/IeTe Tonarh, Kak CTajo CIOHOB.

OnuHOP, BOpUa, CHsIA Ty, a MaJIbUUK, XOTh U HEYBEPEHHO, BCE XK€ MOLIel 3a HUMU. bricT-
pee Beex 1en Caxepyk, OH Kak Oyzaro 6exain ot coocTBeHHOM TeHH. CIycKasch 10 KpyTOH yJI0uKe,
Merru TO 1 1€710 CIIOTHIKAJIACh. DIMHOP HECIBIIIHO pyrajlach KaXKIblii pa3, Korna yaapsiia Hory o0
yXabHCTyI0 MOCTOBYI0. B TEMHOTE BeTXH€ JIoMa JKajJluCh APYT K APYTYy U, 4TOObl HE OOBaIUTHCS,
ONMPANNCh Ha KAMEHHbIE TOATIOpKU. PxkaBbie poHapu oTOpackiBaim KyTKOBaThle TeHU. B nBep-
HOM IIpOE€ME MEJIbKHYIA KOIlIKa, 1 Merru B3IporHyna oT cTpaxa.

Cnaga Oory, B nepeBHe Kanpukopha Bce cnanu. [IpaBaa, onuH pa3 oHM yBUAEIU IOCTOBOTO,
KOTOpBI, TOKYpUBAsi CUTAPETY, CTOSUT HAa COCEIHEN yiouke. BIpyr Ha Kpblille 3aBU3KaIu KOLIKH,
Y OH HarHyJscsi, 4ToObl OPOCHUTH B HUX KAMEHb.

Caxxepyk BOCIOJIb30BaJICSI MOMEHTOM, CKOMaH/I0BaJI, U BCE MATEPO OECIIYMHO MPOCKOYUIIN
MUMO ToctoBoro. Kak xoporo, uto Ha HEX He Obuto 00yBH. [loCTOBOH emie Joiro cMOTpen B
JPYTYIO CTOPOHY, HO Merru pemuniach B3J0XHYTh, TOIbKO KOTJIa OHU CBEPHYJ/IH 3a yroi. OHa CHOBa
oOpaTuiia BHUMaHUE Ha TO, YTO BOKPYT OBUTH OJJHH 3a0pOIICHHBIE TOMA C 3aKOJI0OYEHHBIMU OKHAMU
¥ THWJIBIMU ABepsiMu. OTuero onu pa3pyuunck? Toiabko au ot Bpemenu? XKutenu Opocuiu cBou
JoMa, criacasick oT KanpukopHa, win oH 3aHsu1 yxe myctyto nepeBHio? Kaxercs, Caxepyk uro-
TO PO ITO PACCKA3bIBAIL. ..

B stoT MOoMeHT CaxkepyK pe3Ko BCTall M )KECTOM IpUKa3all BCEM OCTaHOBUThCS. OOepHYB-
IIMCh, OH MpH>KaJ najel k rydaM. OHU NpUIUIM Ha OKpauHy AepeBHU. Briepenu Oblia TobKO nap-
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KoBKa. /[Ba (oHaps ocBemanu norpeckaBmmiics achanst. [1o neByl0 pyKy OT HUX BO3BBIIIAICS
IPOBOJIOYHBIN 3200D.

— Ha monraau 3a 3a6opom KanpukopH yctpauBaet cBou npasnHecTtsa! — nporrenTan Caxe-
pyk. — B Obuibie BpeMeHa pebsita Urpaiy Ha Hell B pyTOOI, a Teneph TaM MPOXOJST IbSBOJIBCKHIE
IPEICTaBJICHUS: KOCTEP, IIHAIIC, [1apa BHICTPEJIOB B BO3/yX, IETAP/Ibl, U3MA3aHHbIE CaXel nuna, —
Y J)KUTEJIN OKPECTHBIX JIEPEBEHB JIPOXKAT OT CTpaxa.

Bce cHoBa Hanenmn o0yBb u mocienoBanu 3a CakepyKoM Ha MapKoBKY. Merru Bce Bpems
OTVISI/IBIBAJIACh HA MPOBOJIOYHBIH 3200p ¥ AyMmalia O IbSIBOJILCKUX Mpa3aHecTBax. OHa OYSHb KHUBO
IpeacTaBuia cede KOCTEP U YEpHBIE OT CaXH JIULA. ..

Mo tamun ee 3a co00¥ U TOBTOPSUT:

— Ckopeit, Merru, nouuim!

B temHOTE mocaiplmancs mieck Boasl, 1 Merru BCHOMHUIIA, YTO IO 0POre CroJia OHHU IPO-
e3kanu MocT. YTo, eciii cerofHs TaM OyJIeT CTOPOXKEBOM MOCT?

Ha napxoBke CTOS710 HECKOJIbKO aBToMoOUiell. B cTopoHEe OT OCTalbHBIX OHM YBUIEIU
MamuHy DnauHOp. Hax KpblmamMu BO3BBIIIATIACh EPKOBHAS OanrHs: OOJIbIIe HUYTO HE CKPBHIBAIO
uX OT yacoBoro. Ha Takom paccrossHuu Merru He MOIia ero pacCMOTPETh, HO OH HAaBEPHSIKa BCe
emie crosa HaBepxy. OTTyAa OHM, JOJDKHO OBbITh, BBIVISAAT, KaK OyKAallKH, MOJ3YLIUE O CTOMIY.
WHTepecHo, ecTh Iu y HEro OMHOKIb?

— Hy xe! — mennyn Mo, korga DnUHOp 3aMellKaaach, OTKPbIBask MallIUHY.

— Ceituac! — OypkHyna oHa. — Y MEHS HE TaKUe MPOBOPHBIC MaJbIIbI, KAK y HAIIIETO JapyTa.

Mo nonoxun pyky Merru Ha miiedo U TpeBokHO ocMmoTpelics. Ho Hu Ha mapkoBKe, HU OKOJIO
JIOMOB HE OBLIO HUKOTO, KPOME HECKOJIBKHUX 0€3I0MHBIX Kotiek. O0IerdieHHo B3noxuyB, Mo yca-
aun Merru Ha 3aHee CUJICHbE.

Masbunk 00BENl MallMHy HEJIOBEPYMBHIM B3TISAOM: BUIMMO, aBTOMOOMIIb TPEICTABIISIICS
€My JTUKOBHHHBIM >KMBOTHBIM, KOTOPOE BEJIET CE0s CMUPHO, HO IIPU YKEJIAHUU MOXKET MPOITIOTUTH
yeJioBeKa. B KOHIe KOHIIOB OH TOXKE CE€J Ha 3aJIHEE CHUJICHBE.

Merru HENPUA3HEHHO MMOCMOTpPENIa Ha HETO M OTOJBUHYJACh KaK MOXKHO jaiblie. Koineno
JI0 cCHUX TIOp 0oJeo.

— Kyna nencs yeproB noxkuparenb cimuek? — npoiienrtana DauHop. — He roBopure Mue, uTo
OH OIATH npomnan!

Merru neppas 3amernina Caxxepyka: OH KpaJlyduCh IIPOABUrajCs OT OAHON MAIlIUHBI K ApY-
TOM.

DnuHOp, OOPACH ¢ UCKYIIIEHWEM yeXaTh 0€3 HEro, KPEerKo cxKaja pyiab U mpolIenTana;

—YT0 3TOT MaJIbI¥ OTISITH 3aTesT?

Hukro He mor el otBeTuTh. Bpems B oxxnnanuu Caxkepyka TAHYJIOCh MyYUTEIbHO JIOJITO.
Hakosnel oH npuiien 1 Ha X0y CJIOXKHII HOX.

— Yro Bce 9T0 3HAUUT? — psABKHYIA DIMHOP, Korna Caxepyk Ccell Ha 3a/IHEE CHICHBE PSJIOM
¢ ManbuuKoM. — Pa3Be He Bbl Bce BpeMsl TBEPAMIIM, YTO HaM Hajo noropamuBarkes? W nist uero
BaM TMOHAA00UIICS HOXK? YK HE 3ape3aliv JIU Bbl KOTO-HUOY/Ib?

— Pa3Be MeHs 30ByT bacra? — pa3zapaxeHHo BOCKIMKHYI CaxkepykK, ¢ TPyAOM BTUCHYB HOTU
3a CUJEHbE BOAUTEIA. — Sl MPOKOJIOJ HIMHBI, TOJBKO U Bcero. Ha Besikuil ciryyai.

Merru 0ecrnokoiiHO 3aMeTHIa:

— Ot10 HOX bacThl.

CaxepyK CyHyJ HOK B KApMaH U yJIbIOHYICS:

— Tenepp yxe HeT. C yIOBONIBCTBUEM Obl YKpal U €ro AypalKuil aMyseT, KOTOpPbIi OH Bce
BpeMsl HOCUT Ha 11ee. Ho okazanoch, OH HE CHUMAET €ro Jlake Ha HO4Yb, TaK YTO MHE IPUILLIOCH
OTKa3aTbCs OT CBOEH 3aTeH.

['ne-To 3anasnu codbaxu, u Mo, OIyCTHB CTEKJIO, BCTPEBOKEHHO BBICYHYJICSI HAPYXKY.

OJIMHOP MONBITANIACH €TO YCIIOKOUTD:
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— Jla oHU TIPOCTO HAa xab raBKaroT.

Buezanno Merru ycaslimana xjonok. OHa UCIIyTaHHO [TOCMOTpENIa B 3a/IHEE CTEKJIO U YBU-
7ienia, 4T0 U3 Tps3HO-0enoro ¢yproHa BbUIE3 MYXYWHA. MEITH y3Halla OIHOTO M3 MOAPYYHBIX
Kamnpukopna: oH Toxxe ObL1 B LIepKBU. [ pomuiia o3upascs, nporupas rasa.

OIMHOP 3aBesia MOTOP, U MOAPYUHBIH, CTaCKUBas C IJIeya pyXkbe, OpOCHIICSA K UX MallHHE.
Merru Ha MTHOBEHHE UyTh HE MOXKAJIENa €r0: CIIPOCOHBS OH SIBHO HE MOHUMAJI, YTO IPOUCXOAMUT.
UYro KanpukopH cenaer ¢ 4acoBbIM, KOTOPBIH CI1ajl BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI CIITUTH 32 00CTAHOBKOH ?
Ho tyT nonpyunsliii npunienwics U BeICTpenuil. Merru npurHyniach, a JINMHOP HaXajla Ha ras.

—UYept nobepu! — kpukHyna oHa Caxkepyky. — Bbl uTo, HE 3aMETHIIM ATOTO THIIA, KOT/1a BO3U-
JUCh C MallIUHAMMU?

— Her, e 3ametun! — npopesen Tot. — A teneps noexanu! He croga! Bon ta qopora Beixoaut
Ha mocce!

OIMHOP Pe3KO BbIBEPHYJIA PYJib. MeIrTH yBU/IENa, UTO MAJIBUUK PSIIOM C HEH BECH ChEXKUIICS.
[Ipu kaXka0M BBICTpENIE OH 3aKpbIBaJ [VIa3a U 3aThIKAJ YIIH. YIIOMUHAINUCH JIU B €70 KHUTE PYKbs?
Her. Tak ke kak u aBToMoOWIH. MammHa ckakayia mo yxabam, 1 Merru ¢ MaJlbiukoM OOJBHO
CTOJIKHYJIHCH rosioBaMu. HakoHel] oHM BpI€Xasid Ha 1I0CCE, HO TPSCKA OT ATOTr0 HE MPEKpaTuiach.

— DTO0 HE Ta 10pora, Mo KOTOPOM MbI IIprexanu! — KpUKHyna DIUHOP.

HepeBusa KanpukopHa HaBHcalla HajJ HHMM, KaK KpemocTh. /loMa HUKAaK HE XOTENH ynaa-
JSATHCSL.

— Ta camas! IIpocto bacta BcTpeTni Hac BbIILIE.

Onnoit pykoit Caxkepyk JIepaics 3a CUIEHbE, a APYyrod C:kuMal prok3ak. OTTyna mocisl-
IaJIOCh HEJTOBOJIBHOE PhIYaHKE, U MAJIBUUK UCITYTAHHO MTOKOCUJICS Ha CYMKY.

Bot oHM npoexanu 3HaKOMBIM XOJIM, TI€ BU€pa HAaTKHYJIUCh Ha bacty u ¢ KoToporo Boep-
Bble yBUJIeNM ceneHne. Heoxunanno qoma mponaiu u3 Buay. HouHas TbMa norioTunia 1epeBHIO
Kamnpukopsa, c10BHO Ta HUKOTZIa ¥ HE CyIlI€CTBOBAIA.

CropokeBoro mocra He ObUIIO HE HAa MOCTY, HA y P’KaBOTO 3a00pa, MperpakJaBIlero myTh B
JepeBHIO. Merru omisiHynach U CMOTpEIa Ha Orpaay 10 TeX Mop, IoKa U Ta HE hcye3ia BO MPAaKe.
«Temnepp Bce KOHUMIIOCH, — mogyMana Merru. — Bee no3agu».

Crosuna sicias Houb. Huxorna npexxae Merru He Buena cToibko 3Be31. Heb6o Obu1o moxoxe
Ha PACLIMTOE KEMUYTOM IMOKPBIBAJIO. XOJIMBI MOBTOPSUIN M3rMOBI Kollaubel cruHbl. W ka3anoce,
KpOME HOYM U 3TUX XOJIMOB, B MUpE OOJIbIlIE HUUETO HET: HU JIIOJEH, HU JJOMOB, HU CTpaxa.

Mo o6epHyricsi, yopai Bojockl y Merru co 16a ¥ CripoCuit:

— Bce B nopsinke?

Omna KMBHYIa 1 3aKpblia I1a3a. Merru nouyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO XOUET TOJILKO OJHOTO: crark. Ho
CepLE CTy4aJio CIUILIKOM IPOMKO. ..

VY ee yxa KT0-TO MOHOTOHHO IPOU3HEC:

— DTO BCE COH, KOIIIMApHBIN COH.

Merru noBepHynach K MabuuKy. OH pelINTENbHO TPSIXHYJ FOJOBOM U, HE IS Ha HEe,
HOBTOPUI:

— Con! [Ipyroro o0bsicHeHust HeT. BOKpyr Bce HeHacTosIee, He TaKOe, KaK B PEaIbHOCTH.
Kak Oyaro st comten ¢ yma. Tak 06bI4HO U OBIBa€T BO CHE. A B JOBEPLIEHHE BCETO, — OH KUBHYII B
CTOPOHY OKHa, — MbI e1lie 1 JeTuM. Ynu Houb nposeraer Mumo Hac. He Bce nu paBHO!

Merru cneprkana yneiOKy. OHa 4yTh He cKa3ana: «TO He COH», HO CITUIIKOM YCTalla, YTOOBI
Bce 00BACHATH. BMecTo 3Toro ona B3misiHyna Ha Caxkepyka: MOINIaKMBasi PIOK3aK, OH IbITAJICS
YCIOKOUTDH CBOIO PA3THEBAHHYIO KYHHILY.

— Jlaxxe 1 He aymail! — ckas3an OH, 3aMETUB €€ B3I/, — S He cTaHy eMy HUYEro OObSICHSITD.
[lyctb 31O NEenaer TBOM oTell. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 3TO OH BUHOBAT B KOLIMapHOM CHE MaJIbuHKa.

Mo o0epHyIicsi: Ha €ro JULE SICHO YATAJIUCh YIPhI3€HUSI COBECTH.

— Kak Te06s 30ByT? — 00paTHiICcs OH K MaJIBYMKY. — TBOErO UMEHH HE OBLIO B...
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Mo ocekcs.

Manpuuk HeTOBEPUMBO IOCMOTPEI Ha HETO, OIIyCTHJI TOJIOBY M IIIYXUM TOJIOCOM IPOU3HEC:

— Mens 30ByT @apua. Ho MHeE kaxkeTcs, pasroBapuBaTh BO CHE — IUT10Xas npuMeTa. Moxenb
1103a0BITh TOpOTy NOMOW. — OH IUIOTHO CKaJl TYObI U, 9TOOBI HM HA KOTO HE CMOTPETh, YCTABUIICS
npsiMo nepes co0oil. beutu u y Hero B ckaske poaurtenu? Bpoae 61 HEeT. Merru noMHusa ToiabKo,
YTO peyb I1I1a 0 Oe3bIMIHHOM MaJIBIUKE, KOTOPBIHA MPHCITYKUBAJ Iaiike pa300HHUKOB. — ITO — COH,
BCETO JIUIIb COH, — Kak B Opeay noBTopui dapua. — YTpom B30iA€T CONHIIE, U Bce Ucue3HeT. [la.

Mo cMmoTpen Ha Majap4uKa I'PyCTHBIMM PAaCTEPSIHHBIMM IVIa3aMH, KaK Ha NTEHLA, KOTOPOTo
B3sU1 IIOIVIa/IUTh, a KOTJIa BEPHYJ B THE3/10, POAUTENH ero Oosblie He npuHsiu. «bennsiit Mo, 6en-
Hbii @apuny, — moxymana Merru. Ho Obiia u eme ogHa MBICHb, 32 KOTOPYIO € OBIJIO CTBHIIHO.
Ona nosiBuIach B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJla U3 Ky4Hd 30JI0ThIX MOHET B LiepkBU KanpukopHa BbIIon3na
suepuna. «f Toxke Tak Xo4y», — CHOBa M CHOBA Ientan Merru BHyTpeHHul rojoc. Hapsa3unsas
MBICJIb, CJIOBHO KyKYIIIKa, THE3WJIACH B €€ FOJI0BE, U, KaK Merru HU IbITAJIACh OTAENIATHCS OT HTOTO
JKEJIAHMS1, OHO TOJIBKO YCHUIIMBAJIOCH. « 5] TOXkeE Tak X04uy. X04y BbI3bIBaTh U3 KHUT PA3HBIX YyJECHBIX
HepCOHAXEH, X0Uy, 4TOOBI OHH, YIBIOASACH, CHJICIN PSIIOM CO MHOM M YTOOBI K HUIM MOYKHO OBLIO
IPUKOCHYTHCA. XO0Uy, X0uy, Xouy!»

Ha ynmune 6p110 O-ipekHEMY TEMHO, U Ka3aJ0Ch, YTPO HUKOT/IA HE HACTYIIUT.

— Enem 6e3 octaHoBOoK! — cka3ana DnuHOp. — He ocTaHOBIIOCK, TOKa HE YBHXKY CBOH JIoM!

Bapyr naneko mo3aau moka3anuch OTHUA aBTOMOOWIIS, CIIOBHO Ha OIIYyIb MPOOHPABIIETOCS
CKBO3b HOYHYIO MITIY.
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3Meun U KONMYKU

Boppubnut ocnsinynuce u ysudenu na opy2om KoHye Mocma 08a ApKux
ceemawuxcs kpyea. Mx omoénecku mouynu ¢ memHulx Hebecax. Imo Ovliu
Gapvl asmomobuns, 20moeozo 8 00U MOMEHM COPBAMbCsa ¢ Mecmad.
Mawuna cmosna Ha cesepHoM KOHYe mocma — bezneyvl OblLiU MAM 8Ce20
HeCKOIbKO MUHYT HA3AO.

M. oe Jlappaéeiimu. boppubnvi-2. B nabupunme cnupaiu

Kak Hu naBuna DnuHop Ha ras, oruu (gap Bce paBHO NPUOIMIKAINCH.

— Moskert, 310 IpocTo city4aiiHas MamuHa! — ckazana Merru, IpeKpacHo IOHUMas, YTO 3BY-
YUT 3TO KpaiiHe HEYyOeAUTENbHO.

VYxabucroe 1mocce, 1o KOTOpOMY OHU €XaJld BOT yKe OUTH 4ac, BEJIO K OJJHOMY-EIMHCTBEH-
HOMY ceneHuto — nepeBHe Kanpukopna. [Ipecnenosareny Momu exaTb TOJIBKO OTTY/A.

— Yto Teneps Oyner? — Bckpuyaia DnuHop. OT BOJHEHUs OHA exaja 3ursaramu. — He nos-
BOJIIO CHOBA 3arepeTh ceds B Toi koHype! Hert, Het, Het! — [Ipu kaxjoM «HeT» oHa Oniia J1aJloHbIO
1o pyito. — Pa3Be BbI HE TOBOPMIIM, UTO MPOKOJIONU UM IIHUHBI? — DIUHOP ¢ HOBOM CHIIONW HAabpo-
cuiack Ha Caxepyka.

— IIpokonon! — orpei3Hyacs TOT. — O4YEBUIHO, OHU OBUIM K 3TOMY T'OTOBBI: Bbl HHMKOIIA
He cibllany o 3anacHbiX muHax? [IpubaBere ckopocTh! CKOpO MOMKHA MOKAa3aThCsl KaKas-TO
nepeBHs. Mbl yxe 6mu3ko. Tonbko Obl 100paThes TyAa Mpexkae, YeM. ..

— Tonbko Obl! — nepeapaszHuIa ero MUHOP U MOCTyYasa NajiblieM MO0 TOIIMBHOMY AATUHKY. —
bens3una XBaTUT Ha AECATH, OT CUJIbI HA MIATHAALATh KUJIOMETPOB.

Ho naxe cronpko um npoexars He ynanocs. Ha cienyromeM xe KpyToM [TOBOPOTE JIOIHYIIO
nepesiHee Kojaeco. DIMHOP €/1Ba ycIieNna BBIBEPHYTh PYilb, U MAlIMHY BEIOPOCUIIO ¢ 1oporu. Merru
BCKPUKHYJIA ¥ 3aKpblIa JIMLIO pykKaMu. Bl MOKa3anock, 4TO OHU NaJAI0T ¢ KPyTOTO CKJIOHA, KOTO-
pbIii OHa BUjEa ¢ IeBOH CTOPOHSI 0T 1occe. Ho k cyacTrio, aBToMOOMIIb MosieTes Harpaso. Ona-
parnas KpbUIO O HU3KYH0 KAMEHHYIO Orpajy, OH OCTAaHOBWJICSA M UCIYCTHI IyX. OHM CTOSIM MOX
CTapbIM AyOOM, KOTOPBII CKJIOHWJICS Ha/l JOPOIoi, CIIOBHO XOTEJ BETKaMM JOCTaTh 10 acQabra.

—UYeprt! Ipoknstee! — pyranacs DnuHOpP, OTCTETMBask peMeHb Oe30macHocTu. — Bee nenbi?

— Bor nostomy s 1 He noBepsito MamHaM! — OypkHyn Caxepyk, TOJIKHYB JIBEPb.

Merru npoxaia BCeM TEJIOM U HE MOIVIa CIBUHYTHCS ¢ MECTa. MO BBITAIWII €€ U3 MAallIUHbI
U 00€CIIOKOEHHO MOCMOTpE €i B IJ1aza:

— C toboti Bce B mopsiake?

Merru kuBHYyIIA.

®apun Belie3 3a CaxxepykoM. MokeT ObITh, aBapus yOeauiia ero B peajibHOCTH IPOUCXOIs-
mero?

Caxepyk BbILIEN Ha JOPOTY, Ha/led PIOK3aK Ha IUIeYO W Hmpuciyluancs. Boanu pasnasancs
T'yJI MOTODA.

— HyxHo yOparp MaliHy ¢ J0poru! — ckasai oH.

— Yt0? — DnuHOp HE NOBEpUIIa CBOUM YILIAM.

— CTONKHEM €€ CO CKIIOHA.

— Moro MammHy? — B3BU3rHYJIa DJIUHOP.

— OH mpaB, — ckazaia Mo. — MoxeT, Tak HaM yzacTcst COUTh UX ¢ TONKY. CTOJIKHEM MAalIUHY
CO CKJIOHA, U OHM JINOO BOOOILE HE 3aMETAT €€ B TEMHOTE, JM0O0 MOAYMAIOT, YTO Mbl CBEPHYJIHU C
JOPOTHM BHU3. A MBI TEM BpEMEHEM BCKapaOKaeMcsl Ha XOJIM M CIIPSYEMCsI 32 JePEBbSIMHU.

OJIMHOP ¢ COMHEHHEM B3INIsIHYJIa HABEPX:
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— Xonm cnuirkoM kpyToit! U kak ObITh cO 3MessMu?

— Bacra HaBepHsKka y)xe Hamen cebe HOBBI HOX, — ckazal Caxkepyk.

OnuHop Opocuiia Ha HErO CYpOBbIH B3IVISA U, HE CKa3aB HU CJIOBA, OTKpPbLUIA OaraXHUK.

— I'me Hamm Benu? — crpocusia oHa.

CaxepyK ycMexXHYyICs U OObSICHUIL:

— Ckopee Bcero, bacra paznan ux cinykankam Kanpuxopna. JlomkeH e OH Kak-TO pacrosia-
rathb K ce0e JIeByIIIeK.

DOIMHOP NOCMOTpENa Ha HEro Tak, CJIOBHO HE MOBEpUiIa HU €IMHOMY €r0 CJIOBY. 3aT€M OHa
3axJIOMHYJa 0araXHUK, yrepiach pykaMH B MalllMHy W Havajia €€ TOJIKATh.

Onunop, Caxxepyk 1 Mo HaJleTsii Ha aBTOMOOWJIb U CTOJIKHYJIM €r0 cO ckiioHa. Ho mammmna
3acTpsia, HE MPOEXaB U JIByX METPOB: YTKHYJIACh CTAJbHBIM HOCOM B 3apOCiIH KycTapHHUKa. Tem
BPEMEHEM TyJI MOTOpa, CTOJIb HEYMECTHBIA B 9TON OE3IIONHOW TIIYIIH, Pa3JaBalicsi BCE TPOMYE
U yxe coBceM Onu3ko. CaxkepyKk HE MPEeMUHYIN JaTh IVIYNOH MalllMHE MOCIEIHEro MUHKa, U BCe
TPO€, MOKpBIE OT 10Ta, BEPHYJIUCH Ha 1occe. [lepedpaBiuch yepe3 KaMeHHYI0 Orpaiy, KOTOpOH ¢
BUJY ObLIIO HE MEHBIIIE THICAYH JIET, BCE CTaJIM B30Uparhes Ha XonM. [Ipous oT noporu. Mo tamiun
3a cobort Merru, Caxxepyk nomoran @apumy, DIMHOP U camMoil ObLIO TsKeNIo UuaTH. Beck ckiion
OBLI TTO/IEJIeH U3TOPOASMU Ha HEOOIBIIINE YYACTKH: OHU HAIIOMUHAIN 00 YIPSMO TOMBITKE YeI0-
BEKa OTBOEBATh Y MPUPOJIBI KIIOYOK 3€MJIH, YTOOBI BEIPACTHTH HA HEM HECKOJIBKO OJIMBKOBBIX WIIH
BHUHOTPAJIHBIX I€peBbEB. Tenepp 1epeBbs OAUYAIH, a Ha 3eMJIE JIeXKaJIU IJTI0/Ibl, KOTOPbIE HUKTO HE
coOupait: yoeras oT TpyIHOCTEH 3/1eIIHEN KU3HH, JIIOAU JaBHO Nepedpanuch B Jpyroe MeCTo.

— Ilpurnurecs! — Tsxeno apima, npousHec Caxepyk u ykpbuicsa ¢ dapugom 3a MoKoCcHB-
nieica n3ropopro. — OHU NOABE3KAOT!

Mo u Merru cpsTanuch 3a JEPEBOM, CPEIH CITyTaHHBIX KOPHEN KOTOPOTO POC TEPHOBHUK.
Mo norsiHyn Merru BHH3, U KyCTapHUK CKPBLI €€ C TOJIOBOM.

— A Kak xe 3MeHn? — mpoienrana DIMHOP, HEYKITIOKe MTPOOUPasiCh K HUM.

— Celtuac a5 HUX CIMIIKOM XoioaHo! — ckazan Caxepyk u3 ykpeltusa. — Heyxenu Bbl
HUYEMY HE HayYWINCh U3 CBOMX YMHBIX KHHKEK?

C ry6 DnuHOp yKe TOTOB ObUI COpBaThCs OTBET, HO Mo 3axai eil pot pykoil. BHu3y noxkasa-
Jach MaluHa. JT0 OBLT GYproH, U3 KOTOPOTO HA MAPKOBKE BUIE3 COHHBIN OXpaHHUK. He 3amesist
CKOpOCTb, OH IIPOEXaJl MUMO TOTO MECTA, OTKY/Jla OHU CTOJIKHYJIM MalllMHy DJIMHOP, U CKPBLICS 32
HOBOPOTOM. Merru ye Xorena oOJEer4eHHO B30XHYTh U BBICYHYTh I'OJIOBY M3 TEPHOBHUKA, HO
Mo He nan ed NOAHATHCS U MPOLIENTAaNl:

— Emie pano!

OH HanpsHKeHHO BCIIYILINBAJICS B HOUb. bbIIO Tak THX0, YTO Merru BriepBbI€ B )KM3HU M1OKa-
3aJ10Ch, OY/ITO OHA CIIBIILIUT JIbIXaHUE JIE€PEBLEB, TPABbI U CAMOM HOYH. ..

Orau Qyprosa nosiBUIMCH Ha CKIIOHE cocenHero Xoama. OHM ObUTN MOX0KH HA CBETALIHECS
PYKH, HallyIIbIBaBIIKE B TEMHOTE AOPOryY. BApyr maiinHa ocTaHOBUIACH.

— Boxe, onu paszBopaunBarorcs! — npomenTana dnuHop. — O Het! UTo e Teneps Oyaer?

DIUHOP XOTeNa MOAHATHCS, HO Mo yuepxan ee:

— Te1 ¢ yma conuna? Mel He ycrieeM 3a0paThCsl BbILLIE — OHU HAC 3aMETHT.

Mo 6511 mpaB. @ypron oueHb CKOpPO BepHyJcsa. Merru yBujena, Kak OH OCTAaHOBHJICS BCETO
B HECKOJIBKMX METpPax OT TOTO MECTa, OTKY/la OHU CTOJIKHYJIU MalllMHY, U yCIIbIIlIaja, KaKk U3 HEro
BBITIPBITHYJIHM J1BO€ My)4iH. O0a CTOSIM K HUM CIIUHOM, HO, KOT/Ia OAWH Ha MTHOBEHHE TOBEp-
HyJcsl, Merru nokasanaock, 4YTo OHa y3HaJla JUI0 bacTsl, XOTs B cyMepKax TpyJHO ObL1O pa3o0parh
YEpTH.

— Bon ux mammna! — ckazan apyroi.

[Tnockonoc? Ilo kpaiineil Mepe, TaKoH K€ BHICOKUH U IIUPOKOTLIICUHA.

— IIpoBepb, MOXKET, OHU BHYTPH.

Touno, 310 6611 bacta. Ero ronoc Merru y3Haina Obl U3 THICSYH.
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[InockoHOC crmyckalics MO CKJIOHY HEYKIIOKE, KaKk MeaBeAb. Merru cisliiana, Kak OH
pyrayucs Ha TEpHOBHHUK, KOJIFOUKH, TEMHOTY M T€X MPOKJIATHIX MEP3ABILIEB, U3-3a KOTOPBIX OH J0J-
YKEH PbICKaTh TYT B HOUM. bacTa Bce elie ctosi1 Ha topore. Korna oH 1menkHy 3aUraakoi, 4ToObl
3aKypHUTbh CUTApETY, Ha €ro JIULO JENIN Pe3KHe TeHU. [[pIM TOHKUMHU CTpyHKaMHU MOJHUMAJICS IO
CKJIOHY X0JIMa, U Merru ka3anoch, 4TO OHa YyBCTBYET €ro 3arax.

— Ux 3nech Het! — kpuknyn [Inockonoc. — Iloxoxe, onu nouuu nemkoM. Yept, gymaenib,
Ha/10 THaThCS 32 HUMU?

bacra nonomen k 06ounHe U mocMoTpen BHU3. [10TOM OH OBEpPHYIICS U B3IIIHYJ HA XOJIM,
rne Merru, cuns Ha KopToukax, npuxkanack kK Mo. Cep/le roroBo ObLIO BBIIPBITHYTh y HEE U3
TpyaHu.

— Jlanexo oHM YHTH HEe MOIIH, — Ipou3Hec bacta. — Ho B TeMHOTE ciioykHO OyzeT OThICKaTh
CJIEJIBL.

— Bot umenHno! — I1nockoHOoC BepHYIcs Ha IOcce U nepeBelt AyX. — Mbl Bellb HE UHEHLIBI,
yepT Obl uX nodpai, Tak?

bacra Huyero He orBeTmi1. OH CTOSUT HA AOPOTe, KypUJl CUTapeTy U MpuciIyuBaics. Bapyr
oH uTo-TO mmenHyn [Inockonocy Ha yxo. Cepanie Merru 3amepiio.

[1mocKoHOC BCTPEBOKEHHO OCMOTpEJICS, U MerTu ycibliaia, Kak OH cKa3a:

— Her, naBaii myumie cbe3num 3a cobakamu! J[axke ecny OHU COPSITAIUCh TIE-TO 31ECh, KaK
MBI y3HAeM, CIIyCTHJIUCh OHU WJIM MOJHSINCH Ha XOIM?

Bacra eme pa3 B3mIsiHYI Ha A€pEBbSA, IOTOM [TOCMOTPEJ BHU3 U MOTYLIWI cUrapery. BepHys-
IIMCh K (PyproHy, OH JOCTaJ U3 HETO /IBA PYXKbsI.

— [IpoBepuM cHauana CKJIOH, — CKa3all OH, OpocuB pyxbe [lnockorocy. — Tosncryxa HaBep-
HSIKa IPEIOowIa CIIyCKaThCs.

WU on ucues B temHote. [1ockoHOC 4TO-TO MpPOBOpYAJ, C TOCKOH B3DIAHYI Ha (YProH H,
IepeBaIMBasiCh, nouen 3a bactoi.

He ycnenu 3mogen ckpbIThest, kKak Caxepyk O€CITyMHO, CIOBHO T€Hb, IOAHSJICS U yKa3all
Ha BepuMHy xonma. Bee mocnenoBanu 3a HuM. B Buckax y Merru crydano. Onu nepederanu
OT JIepeBa K JIEPEBY, OT KycTa K KYyCTy U TO U JI€J0 OMIAAbIBaIUCh. CTOMIIO BETKE TPECHYTh O]
YbUM-HUOY/Ib 00THHKOM, Kak Merru B3ziparusaia. K cuacteio, bacra u [1nockoHoc camu 10BOJIBHO
IIYMHO MTPOOUPATIUCH CKBO3b YallLy.

B kakoii-ro MoMeHT mocce ucuesno u3 suay. Ho crpax ne ucues. Ctpax toro, uro bacra,
OBITh MOXKET, YK€ pa3BEPHYJICS U CIEIYET 32 HUMU MO IsATaM. XOTs KaX/Iblil pa3, Korja OHU OCTa-
HaBJIMBAJIMUCH U 3aMUpPAJIA, CIBIIIHO OBILJI0 TOIBKO UX CO6CTBCHHO€ JAbIXaHUC.

— CKOpO OHM 3aMETSIT, UTO MOIUIN HE B Ty CTOpPOHY, — poutentan Caxepyk. — U npusesyt
cobak. Ham moBe3iio, 4To OHM HX cpa3y HE B3sUTU ¢ co00i. bacta ux He oueHb-TO 1eHHT. U mpa-
BHJIBHO O€JIACT: A YaCTCHBKO INOAKApMIIMBAJI UX CBIPOM, da 3TO MNPUTYILIACT cobaumii Hrox. Ho B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB OH BCE-TaKU 3a HUMHM MOEJET, IOTOMY UTO Jaxke bacte He mO310pOBUTCS, €CIIH OH
coo0muT KanpukopHy Mmioxyo HOBOCTb.

— 3HauuT, HaA0 UATH ObicTpee! — ckazan Mo.

— Ho kyna? — 3anbIxaBIIKCh U €/1Ba yCIEBasl 3a BCEMHU, CIIpOcHiia DIIUHOP.

Caxepyk o0epHyJIcs, 3aueM — Merru He MOHsUIa: B TEMHOTE HUYET0 HeJIb3s1 ObLIO pa3misiIeTh.

— HyxHo unru Ha 101, — cKa3an oH. — B ctopony Gepera. Hago mo6patscest no sroneit. Tombko
TaK MBI CMOJKEM CIIacTHUCh. B HM3MHE HOUH KOpOo4€c, 1a U B IbsABOJIa HUKTO HC BCPUT.

®apu cTosu1 psoM ¢ Merru 1 HanpsKEHHO BCMAaTPHUBAJICS B HOUb, KaK Oy/ITO XOTEJ CHIIOH
MBICIIU IPUOIU3UTH YTPO WM XOTs Obl PA3JIMYUTh BO MpaKe JIIOEH, 0 KOTOPBIX roBopui Caxkepyk.
Ho nurne ve 6110 HU mpoOiecka cBeta. ToiabKo HAa HEOE XOIOIHO Mepliasia 3Be3IHasi POCCHIIb.
Merru BIpyT TOKa3a10Ch, YTO 3BE3JIbI CICIAT 32 HUMHU, 4TOOBI nipenarh: «[siau, bacra, BOT ke
onu! JloBu ux ckopee!»
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CroTeIKasicb, OHU MPOAOIDKIIN TyTh. LLmn Gnu3ko apyr K Apyry, 4ToOBl HUKTO HE TOTe-
psuncst. Caxkepyk IoCTall U3 prok3aka [ BUHa, Ha/iea Ha HETo MOBOJOK M OITycTuI Ha 3emitto. [loxoxe,
3BEPHKY 3TO HE MOHPaBUIIOCh: CaxepyK TO U JI€JI0 TSAHYI KYHUILY, KOTOPYIO MaHUIIO B 3apOCIIH 00U-
aue coOJIa3HUTEbHBIX 3aI1aX0B, HEAOCTYIHBIX YeJI0BEUECKOMY 00OHIHMIO. [ BUH 1Iunen, ocyxa-
IOLIE TABKAJI, KycaJsl U TSHYJI LEIb.

— [IpoknsThe, HE XBaTaJIO MHE €I1Ie 3aMHYThCA 00 3Ty TBaph, — MpoBopyaia IiauHop. — OHa
MOYKET He JIe3Th MHE 1oJ{ Horu? M Tak Ha HUX JKMBOro MecTa HeT. OHO s 3Hat0 TOYHO: KaK TOJIbKO
MBI J00epeMcs 10 Topoia, i CHUMY B OTEJIE CaMbli JTyUIINi HOMEp, KOTOPbII MOYKHO MOJTyYUTh 32
JICHBIU, U YJIO)KY CBOU O€HbIE HOXKKHU Ha OOJIBUIYIO MATKYIO OYIIKY.

— ¥ 1e0st ¢ co00ii €CTh JCHBIU? — YAMBIIEHHO CIIPOCHII Mo. — Y MeHs OHH Cpasy Bce 3a0paim.

— Hy, moe noptmone bacta, KOHEYHO, TOKE MPUKAPMAHUI, — XUTPO IPOrOBOPHUIIA DIUHOP. —
Ho s >xeHInHa npeycMOTpUTENbHASL, U KPEIUTHYIO KapTOUKY JEP’KY B HaJIE)KHOM MECTE.

— Ectb MecTo, KoTOpoe HajiexkHO 3amuiieHo ot bactel? — cnpocun Caxepyk, cramus [ BuHa
C Jepesa.

— besycnoBHo, — ckazana DnuHop. — Hu onuH MyXunHa HE pemuTCsi 0OBICKUBATh CTAPYIO
TOJICTYIO JKE€HIIMHY. 1 3TM MOXHO Bocmosib30BaThcs. HekoTophlie cBOM caMble IIEHHbIE KHUTH 1. ..

B3rmsin Onunop ynan Ha Merru, oHa pe3ko 3aMoiyana ¥ oTKanuisuiack. Merru cienana Buj,
YTO HE pacclibliliaja MocaeiHee NPEJIOKEHUE UM HE MOHSIIA, O YEM PEUb.

— He takas yx 11 1 Tonctas! — Bo3paswia Merru. — 1 «ctapashy — Toxke CUIIBHO NPEyBEIH-
YEHO.

Kaxk sxe 6onenu Horu!

— Bbonpmioe cnacu6o, noporyma! — ckazana dnuHop. — [loxkanyii, Kyrutro Te0s y oTIa, 4To0b
Thl MHE IO TPH pa3a Ha JHIO Jieajia KOMIUIMMEHThI. CKOJIbKO MPOCHIllb 3a Hee, Mo?

— XM, HaJ0 nmoxymark, — orBeTi1 Mo. — Kak HacueT Tpex IUIMTOK II0KOJIa/1a B J€Hb?

Herpowmko 6onrast, oHE poOUpaIiCh CKBO3b TEPHOBBIE 3apOCIIH XOIMOB. M OBIIIO HE BaXHO,
0 yeM roBopuTh. CJI0Ba OHU IPOU3HOCHIIH C OHON-ETUHCTBEHHOH IEJIBI0: YTOOBI 3a0BITh O CTpaxe
U yCTaJIOCTH, CKOBBIBaBILIEH Tena. OHU UK BCE ajbllie U Jabllie B HaexK e, 4To Caxepyk 3HaeT,
KyJa WX BeJeT. Merru Hy Ha Liar He OoTcTaBaia oT Mo: ero cnuHa XOTh HEMHOTO 3alluIiaia OT
KOJIFOUMX BETOK, KOTOPbIE LEIUISUINCH 3a OEXKAY U Laparnaiu auno. OHU ObUIM TOX0XKU Ha 3aTauB-
IIMXCS] B TEMHOTE XUILHBIX 3BEpEl C OCTPHIMU KaK JI€3BUS KOTTMHU.

HaxkoHer oHu BBIIUTM Ha TPOIIMHKY, KOTOpasi OblIa ycesHa MyCTHIMU THIIb3aMH, — 3HAUYUT,
OXOTHUKH TIPUHECITH CI01a CMEePTh. HecMOTpst Ha TO YTO 1O YTONTAHHOH 3eMJie UATH OBLIO JIeTde,
Merru oT ycTanocTH eBa nepeasuraia Horu. Korga ona B nmomnycHe Bo BTopoil pa3 Hactynuiaa Mo
Ha ISTKU, OH OJHSUI €€ ¥ IIOHEC Ha criiHe. PaHblile, Koria oHa ellie He ycIieBaa 3a €ro LUPOKUMU
maraMu, OH 4acto Tak genan. Torma Mo HaseiBan ee bioxou, [lymuukoi nnu {unb-/{uHb, Kak
¢ero u3 «[Turepa [1rHa». DTH TacKOBBIE MPO3BHIIA JO CHUX TIOP COXPAaHWINCH 32 MerTH.

Ona ycrano onycTtuiia roioBy Mo Ha miedo u nonsitanach aymars o Ilutepe II3ne, a He 0
3MesX U JII0AAX ¢ HokaMu. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 )kM3Hb 0Ka3ajach OCTPOCIOKETHEE JTF000M BHIMBIILIICH-
HOW UCTOPUH, U OTBIIEUbCS OBLIIO HE TaK-TO MPOCTO.

®Dapun yxe 10aro HuYero He ropopuit. CroTeikasch, oH Open 3a CaxkepykoM. Emy, moxoxe,
noHpaBuics [ BUH: KaX/blil pa3, Korna KyHH11a, He IPUBBIKIIAs YJISITh Ha LEMH, [ae-HuOyIb 3amy-
ThIBas1ach, @apul criemui ee 0CBOOOIUTh, HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO OHA LIMIIENAa U cTapajach €ro yKy-
cutb. OquH pa3 3yOosl [ BHHA Tak IyOOKO BIMJIMCH B OOJBIION TaJiel] MaJIbUMKa, YTO U3 Majbla
nouuta KpoBb. [loka @apun ee crupai, Caxepyk B IIYTKY TOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— Hy uro, Bce ele nymaelip, 4To 3T0 COH?

Manpuuk Huuero He orBeTii. OH 1ococasn 00IbHOM Masiell, CIUTIOHYI U CIIPOCHIT:

— Y10 3TO e1ie MOKET ObITH?

Caxepyk mocmoTpen Ha Mo, HO TOT ObUT CIMIIKOM MOTPY’KEH B CBOM MBICIH MU JaKe HE
3aMeTHJI OOpAIIEeHHOTO Ha HETO B3TIISAA.
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— Kak Hacuer «1pocto apyras ucropus»? — npeioxui Caxepyk.

®dapun paccMescs:

— Uctopust! 1o MHe HpaBuTcs. S Bcerna 00U pa3Hble HICTOPUU.

— la ny! U xak teGe 3ta?

— C xonroukaMu nepedop, ¥ paccBET HEMHOTO 3aA€PKUBAETCSI, HO B II€JIOM HUUETO: BEJIb MHE
JI0 CHX TIOp HE MPHUIILIOCH padOTaTh.

Merru ynpIOHYIaCh.

Braneke nocuelmanocs NTu4Ybe NeHUe. [ BUH OCTaHOBUIICSA U Ha4Yasl pHUHIOXKUBaTbca. Houb
— BpeMs XUIIHUKOB. Tak Obu10 Beerma. Cuast moma, 1moj 3aIUTON CBETa U TOJICTBIX CTEH, 00 ATOM
7eTKo 3a0b1Th. HOub 6J1aroBONMT K OXOTHUKAM: IO/ €€ TIOKPOBOM OHH 0€3 Tpy/ia NOAKPaIbIBAIOTCS
K OCJICTUICHHOM ThMOM epTBe. Merru BCIIOMHIIIA CI0Ba U3 OTHOM JIIOOMMOW KHIKKH: «...B HOU-
Hble yachl npasiaT Kbk, Korots u Jlamay.

Merru mekoi npuxainack K Mo u, He ycneB noaymarb: «MOXeT, 1mopa caMmou MOWTH, OH
MEHs YK€ JIOJITO HeceT», 3aJpemMaia npsamMo y Mo Ha cniuHe.
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BacTa

Oma muxas powa oenauanacs Ko20a-mo npeoCMepmHbIMU KPUKAMU.
MHue uyounoce, umo s u celuac Civbluly CoHbl U B0NIU HECUACTIHBIX.
P.JI. Cmueencon. Ocmpogé cokposuuy

Merru npocHynack, orToro uro Mo ocranoBwics. TponuHka nmpuBesa Ux MOYTH K CaMOMY
rpebHI0 XoiMa. bblo erie TeMHO, HO HOYb, CKIIOHUBIINCH B IPUBETCTBEHHOM PEBEpAHCE Mepen
paccBeTOM, Ha TOPU30HTE CIIerkKa 1Mojo0paa mobl miaaThs.

— Caxepyk, HaJl0 OTJOXHYTb, — MOCIbIIANICA rojoc Mo. — Manpuuk ene mierercs, Aa 1
DIUHOp YK€ HE CTOUT Ha Horax. [lo-moemy, 3TO moaxoasiee MecTo Jisl MpUBaa.

— Ha norax? — nepecnpocuiia DIMHOP U CO B310XOM OMYCTUJIACh HA 3€MJII0. — DTO yKe He
HOTH, a OJJHA CIUIOLIHAs paHa!

Mo noaHsn ee ¥ MpoU3HEC:

— 51 Bce moHMMAal0, HO HECKOJIBKO IIAroB Te€OE BCE K€ MPUAETCS MPOUTH: ClielaeM MpHUBall
BOH TaM.

CrneBa OT HMX, METpax B NATUACCATH, HA CAMOM BEPIIMHE XOJIMa IOJ OJMBKOBBIMHU JE€pe-
BbSMU MPUIOTUIICS JOMUK, €CITH €70 MOXKHO OBLJIO Tak Ha3BaTh. CTEHBI €ro BHIINISICIH TaK, CIOBHO
KTO-TO HacleX IMOJIOKHJI HECKOJIBKO KaMHEW OJIMH Ha JAPYTroi, Kpbllla MpOBaJINIACh, & HA MECTE
JIBEpU 3UslJIa YEPHAsl IbIpa.

Merru cne3na co cniuabl Mo. UToObI BoiTH, Mo NpUIIIIOCE IPUTHYThCS. Beck moun ObL1 yCbi-
MaH ENKaMu, KOTOPbIE KOT/Ia-TO ObUTH KPOBIIEH, B YTy JIEXKAJIM OCKOJIKH ITTMHSHOW TapeKy WIn
MUCKH, ITyCTOM MEIIOK U HECKOJILKO OOTIIOJaHHBIX KOCTEH.

Mo oxHyiI.

— He ouenb-To yroTHOE MecTo, Merru, — ckaszan oH. — [IpeacTaBb, 4TO Thl B yOSKHUIIE MTOTE-
PSAHHBIX MAJIBUMLIEK WUJIH. ..

— B xmwxune ['eknb0eppu @unHA, — 0CMOTpEBIIKCH, J0OaBuiIa Merru. — Sl Bce-Taku Jydiie
Ha yJIULE NEPEHOUYIO.

Bouna Onunop. Eil To)xe He TOHPAaBUIOCH 3TO MECTO.

Mo nouenoBan Merru u, HalpaBUBILKCH K ABEPH, CO B3IOXOM CKa3ai:

— IloBeps MHE, BHYTpH Oe30omacHei!

Merru B3BOJIHOBAHHO OIJISIHYJIACH:

— Te1 kyna? Tebe Beab TOXKE HAIO MOCTIATH!

— Ha uer, s He ycran. — [lo ero nuity 010 BUAHO, YTO OH TOBOPUT HEMpaBIy. — A Temepb
cnu, nagHo? — M Mo ucues 3a 1BepbIo.

DIMHOP HOraMHu pa3rpedia IenKH, CHsUTa KOPTY U MOCTeNnIa ee Ha MoJl.

— Wnu crona! [onpobOyem BMecTe ycTpouThes noyaoOHee. TBoit orelr mpas: MpocTo mpeacTa-
BUM, UYTO HAaXOIMUMCS HE 3/1eChb. X0Telna Obl s 3HaTh, IOYEMY YMTATh MPO MPUKITIOUCHUS IPUSITHEH,
YeM Monajarh B HUX, — MPoOOpMoOTasa OHa, pacTSIrMBasCh Ha MOIY.

Hemuoro nokone6aBiicsy, Merru ynernach psjaoM ¢ HEi.

— Xopou10, XOThb 10K/ HET, — 3aMETHJIa DIUHOP, INISI/Asl HA TPOBAJIMBIILYIOCS KPbILTY. — 3aTO
MOYKHO JIF0O0BaThCs Ha 3BE3/bl. XOTs OHH yxKe moOnexin. MoxeT, AoMa Toxke IPOPyOUTh B KphbIIlie
napy AbIpok? MoKellb MONOXKHUTh TOJIOBYy MHE Ha TJIEHO, YTOOBI MayKW B YIIM HE 3aMOJ3IH. —
Hanocnenok Daunop mpoBopyana: — boxe moit! Tloxoxke, mpuaercss KynuTh cede HOBbIE HOTH —
3TH y’K€ HUKYJla HE TOAATCS, — U C 3TUMH CIIOBAMU OHA YCHYIIA.

A x Merru con He mien. OHa Jexala ¢ LIMPOKO OTKPBITBIMU [Ia3aMU U IMPUCIYIINBAIACh.
3a nBeprio Mo u Caxepyk 4TO-TO TUXO 00CYKJanH, HO O YeM OHHM TOBOPWIIH, Merru pa3o0path He
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moria. OiHaX/Ibl €i M0Ka3ajJ0Ch, YTO KTO-TO U3 HUX MpousHec ums bactel. @apuj Toxe ocrancs
Ha YJIMLE, HO €T0 COBCEM HE OBbLIO CIIBILIHO.

OnMHOpP BCKOpe 3axparena, a Merru octaBuiia BCSIKUE MOMBITKU 3aCHYTh. OHa TUXOHBKO
NOJHAJIACH U TPOKPAJIACh K BEIXOAY. Mo Toxe He cria. [IpucioHuBIINCE K IepeBy, OH HAOIIOIAI 32
TE€M, KaK yTpO IIPOTOHSET HOUb C OKPECTHBIX XOJIMOB. B HEckonbkux MeTpax oT Hero cujen Caxe-
pyk. Korna Merru Bbluia U3 XUKUHBI, OH IOCMOTPEJT Ha HEE, HO TYT K€ OIyCTHJI T0JI0BY. MoXeT
OBITh, B 3TOT MOMEHT OH IOayMal o ¢esix ¥ THoMax? PsS1oM ¢ HUM, CBEpHYBIIHCH KAJIAYUKOM, KaK
nieHok, cran Papua. Y Hor Caxepyka cuaen ['BUH 1 uTo-TO rpbi3. Merru ObICTpO OTBEIA B3IIISIL.

B npenpaccBeTHBIX cymMepKax MOCTENEHHO BBIPHMCOBBIBAJIMCH BEPIIMHBI XOJIMOB. Braneke
Merru pasmisiiena pacChlllaHHbIE MO 3€JE€HBIM CKJIOHAM JOMHUKHU. OTCIONa OHU BBINVIAJIENH Kak
KyKoJIbHbIE. [ T1e-TO 32 HUMU TOJKHO ObITh Mope. OHa MoJI0K1IIa ToJI0OBY Ha KOJIEHH Mo U TOCMOT-
pena eMy B Iiasa.

— OHu BeJlb HE CMOTYT Hac 3/1€Ch HalTH, IpaBjaa’?

— Koneuno Het! — yBepeHHo npousHec Mo, HO JUI0 €ro BbIpaxkano comHeHue. — [louemy
ThI HE CIHIIIb?

— DnMHOP XpamnuT, — npodopmoTana Merru.

Mo ynbIOHyICS, @ TOTOM, HAXMYPUBILIUCH, IOCMOTPEI Ha CKJIOH, T/I€ B 3apOCIISX JalaHHUKa,
JpoKa 1 OyphsiHa TepsIach TPOMUHKA, IO KOTOPOH OHU MPHIILIH.

Caxepyk Toxke He cBOIMI IN1a3 ¢ 1opoKKU. [lon oxpaHoii 1ByX MyuuH Merru ycrnokousaach
u, Kak Papu1, CKOpO 3aCHya KPEKUM CHOM, Kak OyATO 3€MJIsl BO3JI€ pa3pyIIeHHON XIKUHBI ObLTa
yCTJIaHAa HE KOJIIOYKamu, a myxoM. M xorma Mo pacTopMomInI €€ M 3aKpbUl € pOT PyKOH, OHA
IOHAYaJTy MOlyMaJia, YTO 3TO CTPALIHBINA COH.

[Ipenynpexnast, yTo HaJ0 MoIYaTh, Mo npurkan najuen Kk rydam. Merru ycisliana mopox
TpaBbI U coOaunii BU3T. Mo MOHSIT €€ Ha HOTY U BTOJIKHYJ BMecTe ¢ DapuIoM B TEMHYIO XHKHHY.
DIMHOP Bee elle xpanena. B myyax yrpeHHero cBeTa oHa BIIVIsIENIa MOJIO/I0M, HO, KaK ToJIbko Mo
ee pa30yanJI, Ha JIUIE Y Hee BHOBD MOSBUIIMCH YCTAIOCTh, 3a00Ta M CTPaXx.

Mo u Caxepyk BCTanu 1Mo 006e CTOPOHBI OT ABEPHOTO MPOEMa W MPUCIOHHIUCH K CTEHE.
YTpeHHIO TUIIMHY HapyIIMIU MY)KCKHE rosioca. Merru nokasanoch, OHa CIIBIIUT, KaK >KaJHO
IPUHIOXUBAIOTCS COOAKHU, U €1 3aX0TEN0Ch UCUE3HYTh, CTaTh BO3AYX0OM 0€3 11BeTa U 3anaxa. @apun
C pacraxHyThIMU [JIa3aMHU CTOSI PSIIOM C HEeM, 1 MerTu BIiepBble 3aMETHJIA, UTO IV1a3a y HETo MOYTH
yepHble. Hu y Koro npexxjae oHa HE BUJE/Ia TAKUX TEMHBIX IJ1a3, a PECHULIbI JUIMHHbIE-/UINHHBIE,
KaK y JIEBOUKH.

DNMHOP BXKaNack B CTEHY M OT cTpaxa 10 KpoBHU npukycuia ry0dy. Caxkepyk moman Mo 3HaK,
U, Ipexae ueM Merru ycnesna MOHsTh, YTO OHU 33yMajii, 00a BBICKOJIb3HYJIM HA YIUILYy U CHpS-
TaJKUCh 3@ OJMBKOBBIMU JIEPEBBSMHU CO CIIyTaHHBIMHU, OIYCTUBIIMMHUCS IO CAMOM 3€MJIM BETBSIMH.
Pebenok nerko Mor Obl 32 HUMHU YKPBITHCS, HO JJIS1 IByX B3POCIBIX MYKYHH JACPEBbs ObLIHN CITHII-
KOM HU3KHMH.

Merru ykpaakod HabOmromana 4yepe3 JBEpHOM MpoeM 3a TeM, YTO MPOUCXOAUT Ha YIHIIE.
Cepatie OenieHo KoJIOTUIIOCh, OHA 3abIXxaack. CONHIIE MOAHSIIOCH YK€ BBICOKO U OCBEILAI0 KaX-
Jy10 BHAJUHY, KaXxa0e aepeBo. Merru 3axorenoch, 4ToObl CHOBa HacTaja HO4b. Mo omycTuiics
Ha KOJIEHM, U €r0 T'0JIOBa CKphLIach 3a KpOHOU onuBbl. Caxkepyk npuxkaics K KpuBoMmy cTBoiy. U
TYT — y>KacHO Onu3ko! — camoe Oosblliee B ABaaUaTH marax oT HUX Merru yBunena bacry. On
B30MpaJica Ha XOJIM, pa3[BUTasi YEPTOIOJIOX U 0 KOJIEHO yTonasi B TPaBe.

— Jla OHU JaBHO YK€ CITyCTHJIMCH B JIOJIMHY! — MOCTIBIIIAJICS YeH-TO YTPIOMBIH T0JIOC.

Uepes mruosenue psayiom ¢ bacroit mosiBuiics [Inockonoc. C HUME ObUTH J1Ba CTPAIIHBIX TICA.
[IeITasicys HamacTh Ha ciel, COOaKH 3apbUTH OOJIBIIHE TOJIOBBI B TPABY.

— C nByms 1eTbMH | TOJICTYX0#? — bacTa mokayan rojioBoil v Orysiaesics.

@apup yepes iedo Merru nocMOTpes Ha YIuLy U, YBUIEB 3710€€B, OTCKOUMII KaK Yy KaJIeH-
HBIH.
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[To rybam DnurOp Merru mpodita Hemoit Borpoc: «bacta?» U xorna oHa KuBHYMa, OECKPOB-
HOE JIUIIO DJIMHOP CTaJIOo ele OnenHee.

— Uepr! bacta, ckonbpko ThI €11e coOupaeibes 31ech Topuars? — B tummne Bo3riac Ilinoc-
KOHOCA pa3JIeTesics 10 BCEM OKPECTHBIM XoiMaM. — Ckopo 3men npocHyTes. K Tomy e s roso-
JeH. [laBaii mpocTo CKakeM, 4TO MX MalllMHAa COpBajach CO CKJIOHA. HeMHOro noaroinkHem ee, u
0 HalIleM MaJeHbKOM oOMaHe HUKTO He y3HaeT! Ckopee Bcero, 3MeH UX BCE paBHO NMPHKOHYAT. A
€CJIM HeT, OHU 3a0IIyIsITCS, YMPYT C TOJIOLY, TIOJIyYaT COTHEYHBIN yaap, Ia MaJio Ju 4To... Bo Bcs-
KOM CJIy4ae, Mbl UX OOJIbLIE HE YBUAUM.

— OH naBan um ceip! — bacra 3710 notaHyn cobak 3a MOBOJIOK. — UepToB mokupareiab OrHs
KOPMIJI UX CBIPOM, YTOOBI OHM HUYETO HE MOTIIM yHIOXaTh. A MHE HUKTO He Bepwi! HeynuBu-
TEJBbHO, YTO OHU BU3KAT OT PAJOCTH KAXKIBIN pa3, KOT/a BUJAT 3TOTO CTPAILNTY.

— Tol Ob1 uX emte cunpHee Oui! — npodypuan [lnockonoc. — [loaTomy oHU U HE CTaparoTCsl.
Cobaku He JII00T, KOorma ux OBbIOT.

— Uymb. Ecu He Oymems OuTh cobaky, oHa Tedst xe u ykycut! [loromy-To oHE M JHOOSAT
HOXKUPATEIIS OTHSI: OH TOXKE BCE BPEMs CKYJIUT, & HA CAMOM JI€JIE HOPOBUT YKYCUTh MCIOATHILKA.
[Ipenarens. — OauH U3 MICOB YJIErcsl HA TpaBe U MPHUHSIICA IU3aTh Janbl. bacta B GemieHcTBE MHYI
ero B OOK, pBaHyJ Ha ce0s 11enb 1 KpuKHYI [ mockoHocy: — Ecu xo4ens, MOXKeITb BO3BpaIaTbCs
B JIEPEBHIO! A 5l HE YCIIOKOIOCh, ITOKA HE MONMal0 MPOKJISITOTO MOKUPATENsl OTHS U HE OTPEXKY EMY
Bce najiblbl. [locMOTpUM TOrAa, CMOXKET JIM OH TakK e JIOBKO KOHIIMPOBaTh CBOMMHU IIapamu. 5
BCETJ1a TOBOPUJI, YTO €MY HEJb3s BEPUTh, HO 00CC HAXOIWII €r0 UTPHI C OTHEM TaKUMH 3a0aBHBIMH !

— JlagHo, ycriokoiics. Bce 3HAKOT, 4TO Thl HUKOIJIA €0 HE BBIHOCHII, — CKYYaOIIUM TOHOM
npousHec [Inmockonoc. — Ho, MOXXeT, OH U HE UMEET OTHOIIEHUS K uX modery. Thl e 3Haellb, OH
cebe Ha yMme: TO MOSABISAETCS, TO ucue3aeT. BriosHe BO3MOXKHO, YTO 3aBTPA OH IPUJIET U CKAXKET,
YTO HU O YEM U CJIBIXOM HE CIIBIXUBAJ.

— Jla, 370 O6b110 OBI B €T0 penepryape, — MpoBopyaj bacta u momiesn nanplie, ¢ KaXIbIM [I1aroMm
npuOIMKasch K AepeBbAM, 32 KOTopbIMU mpsiTanuck Mo u Caxepyk. — BoT Toiabko kKak OBITH €
KJIIOYaMHU OT MaIIMHbI TOJICTYXH: CKaxelllb, BonmeOHsblit S3bIK 3acTaBMIl X UCUE3HYTh Y MEHSI U3-
nox noaymku? Her. Ilocne Toro kak oH Aep3HYya YKpacTb y MEHsI OJIHY BEllb, €My HE TOMOTYT
HUKaKHE OTTOBOPKH.

CaxxepyK MalllMHAJIBHO OMYCTHJI PYKY Ha MOSAC U HAIyTNajl HOX, CIIOBHO OIAcasich, 4YTO TOT
cefiyac 1mo3oBeT cBOero Biajenblia. OAUH U3 MCOB MOJHSUI TOJIOBY M, MPUHIOXUBASCH, MOTSIHYI
bacty k nepeBbsaM.

— OH uyTto-TO nouysi! — cka3asn bacta XpUIIbIM OT BOJIHEHUS roiocoM. — [rynasi ABOpHsra
JEHCTBUTENLHO YTO-TO yHIOXaja!

J10 OJNIMBKOBBIX JI€PEBBHEB €My OCTAJIOCh KAaKUX-TO AECATH ImaroB. Uto sxe um genars? Uto
nenarb?

[1nockoHOC HEOBEPUNBO HAXMYPUJICS U, TSHKETIO CTyIas, ocieaoBai 3a bactoil.

— Ckopee Bcero, Te-HuOyIb B KycTax 3acen kabaH, — ychbimana Merru ero rojioc. — 9Tux
CKOTOB HAaJI0 OCTEperaTbCsi: MOryT U ¢ Hor couth. [Ipoknsatee, 3mes! Onna u3 tex yepHbix. Hane-
10Ch, ThI IIOJIOXKMWJI B MAIlIMHY IPOTUBOSUE?

[InockoHOC BCTaNl KaK BKOTIAHHBIA M YCTABWIICS HA 3€MITIO TIpsIMO Tiepen coboil. bacta, He
oOpailiasi Ha HEro BHUMaHMs, Clief0Bajl 3a comsmuM ncoM. Eme mar-asa, 1 Mo cmor Obl Koc-
HYTBCS €0 pyKoil. bacTta CHsI ¢ Tuieda pykbe, OcTaHOBHIICS M mpuciymancs. Cod0aku MoTSHymu
€ro HaJIeBO U, 3aBbIBas, 3alPbIrajid BOKPYT J€peBa.

B BeTBsix cunen I'BuH.

— Hy, uto g roBopun? — kpukHyn [ nockonoc. — Ouu yuysiiu KyHuily! OTH TBapy Tak BOHSIOT,
YTO JJaXkKe sl MOT OBl UX BBICICIUTH.

— Ot0 He npocto KyHuia! — npourunen bacta. — Tel 4TO, HE y3Haeb €ro?

OH B3MISHYN Ha Pa3pyLICHHYIO XWKUHY U, HE 3aMeyasi HUUEro BOKpPYT, YCTPEMUJIICS K HEHl.
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Mo Bocnonb3oBaics TeM, uto bacta ero He BUAWUT, HEOKHUIAHHO BBICKOUMII M3-3a JIEPEBA,
HaJIeTeJ Ha 3J10/1es1 ¥ TIONBITAJICS BBIOUTH Y HETO U3 PYK PYKbE.

— ®ac, B34TH €10, Nynbie nIcuHbl! — B3peBen bacra.

W na sTOT pa3 cobaku AEHCTBUTENBHO €ro MOCIyIIanuch. OCKaluB KENITble 3yObl, OHU
HaOpocwinch Ha Mo. Merru kuHynaach éMy Ha MOMOIIb, HO DJIMHOpP, KaK TOIrNa, B 10ME, KPEMKO
CXBaTHUJIa €€ U HE ITyCcKaJla, HECMOTPS Ha BCE MONBITKU JJEBOYKU BbIPBAThCSI.

W Bce-taku koe-kTo He gan cobakaM ykycutb Mo. Cakepyk OTTaIlMI IICOB 3a OIIEHHUKH,
u Merru mokasanaoch, 4TO OHM ceiyac pa3opByT ero. Ho co0aku, mpUBETCTBYs CTaporo Apyra,
OpocuIMCh €My Ha Ipydb U, 4yTh HE OMPOKUHYB, CTaJIU JU3aTh eMy JafgoHu. [Ipexxae yem bacra
yCIeJl CHOBAa CKOMaHI0BaTh, Mo 3a)kall eMy pOT pyKOH.

A kak xe [Inmockonoc? K cuactero, coobpaxan oH Tyro, u 3To ux cnacio. Heckonpko Mruo-
BEHUI OH Oe3yuacTHO Habmomal 3a TeM, kak bacra Gopercst ¢ Mo 3a pyxse.

Kak tonmpko Caxepyk moaramml cobak K OnmkaieMy JepeBy M MPUHSIICS 0OMAaThIBaTh
IOBOJIKY BOKPYT IIEpIIABOr0O CTBOJA, [IT0CKOHOC BBIIIEN U3 OLIETIEHEHNUS.

— Ilyctu ero! — mpopesen OH U HampaBuIl pyxbe Ha Mo.

Caxepyk THXO BbIpyrajcs U, BBIIYCTHB LieTb, HanpaBuics K [lnockonocy. Ho ero onepe-
JWI1 KaMeHb, OpoieHHbI @apunom. ManeHbKui KaMellieK yroaul BeJIUKaHy IpsiMO B JI00, U TOT,
CJIOBHO CpyOJIeHHOE 1epeBo, pyxHya CakepyKy MO HOTH.

— Ilpunepxu cobak! — kpukHya Mo, Koria ouH U3 IICOB BLIETIUJICS €MY B PyKaB.

Merru He pasmisjena, yaanoch Jin codake IpoKycuTh ofexay. Tem BpemeneM bacta 4yTh
HE 3aBIIajie] py’beM. Merru BeiOekasa U3 XIKWHBI M CXBAaTHIIA 3BEPs 3a OCTPHIN omeHuK. OHa
cTapayach €ro OTTallluTh, HO TOT HE pa3kuMai 3y0oB. Uepes pykaB Mo npocTtynuia KpoBs, Merru
OTIIATHYJACh U YyTh HE YAAPUIIACH TOJIOBOM O PY’KEHHBIN CTBOJL.

Caxepyk nomnsITaics oTo3Bars codak. CHavama OHM €ro MOCTYIIATUCh U OTIyCTHiIH Mo, HO
Bacra ocBoOOmMICS M KPUKHYIT:

— @ac!

B HepemmTenbHOCTH OHU CTOSJIU U PhIYAIIH, HE 3Hasl, KOMY NOAYMHUTHCS — bacte nnu Caxe-
PYKY.

— UeptoBsl aBopusiru! — 6pocuit bacta u HanpaBwi1 CTBOI Ha rpyabs Mo.

Ho Tyt k ero rosoBe mpuCTaBWIN Iyl0 — DIUHOP APOXKALIMMH PyKaMH JeprKaia pyKbe
[Inockonoca. Ha ee nuiie BRICTYNMIIM KpacHBIE MATHA — TaK CJIy4ajoch BCErna, KOrjaa OHa BOJIHO-
Basiack. Tem He MeHee BuA y DnuHOp OblT permmTenbhbii. OHa, 6€3 COMHEHUs, Obljla TOTOBA BOC-
H0JIb30BAaThCS PYKBEM.

— Onyctu opyxue, — ApOKaII|M T'0JI0COM ITpou3Hecia DauHop. — M Tonbko nonpoOyii KpUK-
HYTb 4TO-HUOY/b ncaM! MoeT, st ¥ epBbIi pa3 AEepKy B pyKaxX py’kbe, HO BBICTPEIUTh CYMEIO.

— Otoiiaure ot Hero! — npukasan Caxepyk ncam.

Cobaxu nocmotpenu Ha bacty, HO ToT npoMoinyai. Torna oHM yJIerIUCh Ha TPaBy U MO3BO-
i CaxepyKy NMpUBS3aTh UX K JEPEBY.

Merru yBuena, Kak u3-1oj pykaBa Mo couuTcst KpoBb, ¥ IOUYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO TOTOBA YNIaCTh
B 0OMOpOK.

Korna Caxepyk nepeBsizai paHy KpacHbBIM IIEJIKOBBIM IJIATKOM, KOTOPBIM BIIUTA KPOBb U
caenan ee HeBuaAnNMOM, Merru nogomnwia noonuke. Horu ee ve ciymanucs. Caxepyk 00oapsitoiie
IPOU3HEC:

— Bce He Tak mI10xo, KaKk KaKeTcs.

— V¥V 1e0s B proK3aKke ecTh YTO-HUOY/b, YEM MOXKHO €r0 CBsi3aTh? — cupocui Mo, KUBHYB B
ctopony IlnockoHoca, Bee ele JiexaBIIero 0e3 CO3HaHMUs.

— JIroOuTenst HOXeH ToXXe HY»KHO yIaKkoBaTh! — cKazayia DIUHOP.

Bacta cMoTpen Ha Hee MONIHBIMU HEHABUCTH IV1a3aMH.
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— Ilepecranp Ha MeHs TapaluThCs! — cKa3ana OHa U TKHYJa CTBOJIOM €MY B Ipyldb. — YK
IIOBEPH, PY’KbE MOXKET MPUUMHUTH HE MEHBIIIE BPE/Ia, UEM HOXK, OCOOEHHO KOT/1a B FOJIOBE CTOJIBKO
3JIBIX MBICJIEH, KaK Yy MEHSI.

Bacra ckpuBmiI ryObl B Ipe3pUTEIHHOMN YCMEIIKE, HO HEe CBOAMII TJ1a3 C YKa3aTeJIbHOTO MaJbIa
DIMHOP, JIEXKABILEr0 Ha CITyCKOBOM KPIOYKE.

B proksake Caxepyka Haluiach HE OYE€Hb TOJICTasi, HO POYHAs BEPEBKa.

— Ha nBomx He XBaTHT, — 3aMETH OH.

— 3auem ux cBs3biBarh? — cupocun @apun. — [louemy Bbl ux He yobere? OHH-TO C HAMU
UMEHHO 3TO COOMPAITUCH CIeTaTh!

Merru nocMoTpena Ha HEro ¢ HeZjoyMeHueM, a bacra paccmestics.

— CMmoTpu-Ka! — ¢ M3eBKOM MPOrOBOPHII OH. — MaspayTaH Mor Okl Ham ipuroauTtbest! Ho kto
CKazall, 4YTO Mbl XOTHM Bac yOuTh? KanpukopHy Bbl Hy>KHbI )KUBBIMU. MepTBELIbI HE YMEIOT YUTATh.

— Bor kak? A ThI pa3Be He coOmpascs 0oTpe3aTh MHE MalbIbl? — cripocwst Caxepyk, ooma-
ThIBasi BEpEeBKY BOKpYT HoT IlnockoHoca.

— Ot 3TOrO emie HUKTO HE yMUpa, — MoXaB IjieuaMu, cka3an bacra.

Torma DnuHOP ¢ TaKOW CUIION BIaBHIIA PYKbe €My B pedpa, 4TO OH OTCTYIIHIL

— Her, BoI cibimianu? [To-moemy, Manbuuk npaB. MOXKeT, X U BOPABIY 3aCTPEIHUTh?

Koneuno, oHu 3TOrO0 He caenamy.

B proxzake [lnmockoHOCa OHM HAIUIK €IIe OJHY BEPEBKY, KOTOpoil CaxkepyK C SIBHBIM YIIO-
BOJIbCTBUEM CBs3an bacty. Emy momor @apug — oH B 3TOM, OX0KE, 3I0POBO pa3oupaics.

3areM OHU OTHECIH IJIEHHUKOB B Pa3pyLICHHYIO XMKUHY.

— BbI gomkHbBI OBITH HaM OarogapHsl, — ckazan Caxkepyk, nmporackubast bacty uepes y3kuit
nBepHoi npoeM. — [1o kpalinelr Mepe, 3Meu Bac B A0Me He AocTaHyT. K nmomynHro 31ech, KOHEYHO,
OyZIeT Tak )K€ JKapKo, Kak Ha yJIule, HO, MOXKET, K TOMy BPEMEHHU Bac yXe HalyT. Mbl OTIyCTUM
cobak. Ecnu y HUX XBaTUT yMa, OHU HE N0OeryT oOpaTHO B JIEPEBHIO, HO 3TO Bpsij Ju. Tak 4To
caMoe I037JHEE BO BTOPOM MOJIOBHUHE JHS BCs 11alika KanpukopHa oTIIpaBUTCS Bac UCKAaTh.

[InockoHoC npuiien B ceds, TONBKO Jiexka MO AbIpABOM Kpbliiel psigom ¢ bacroil. OH auko
Bpalliaj [JlJa3aMy U OT THEBa BECh I00ArpoBel, HO, Kak U bacTa, Bompeku BceM cTapaHUusiM HE MOT
U3/1aTh HU 3ByKa: Dapua NCKYCHO 3aTKHYJI 000MM PTHI.

—Iopoxaure, — ckazan Caxxepyk, KOT/Ia OHH YK€ COOMPAIIUCh PEIOCTABHUTD 3JI0JCEB CAMUM
cebe. — Ocraznoch elle 0HO MaJleHbKOe Jenblie. S Bceraa 00 3ToM MedTall.

Merru ¢ y:xacoM Ha0oana, Kak OH JOCTaeT U3-3a Mmosica HOXK bacThl ¥ UET K MJICHHUKAM.

— Te1 uyTO eme 3axyman? — cupocua Mo u Bctan y Hero Ha nyTd. Buaumo, onu ¢ Merru
nolyMaiv 00 OJHOM U TOM ke, HO CakepyK TOJIBKO PACCMESIICS:

— Ycnokoiics, st He cCOOMparoCch pa3yKpaiiuBaTh eMy JIMIO Tak ke, Kak oH MHe. [IpocTo xouy
€ro IPUIYTHYTh.

CaxepyKk OTHUM JBH)KEHUEM Iepepe3all KoXkaHbli IIHYPOK y bacTbl Ha 11ee U cHAI Melio-
YeK, MepeBsA3aHHbINA KpacHOU TeceMKor. [10TOM OH HarHyJcs HaJ CBOMM Bparom, noMaxaj amyJie-
TOM y HETO IEePEe] HOCOM U, BBINPSMUBILIUCH, TUXO IPOTOBOPUIL:

— Teneps TBOS ynaua B Moux pykax, bacra! U Gonblie HUYTO He 3aIMTUT TeOs OT cIViasa,
IPU3PAKOB, IEMOHOB, MPOKJIATUN, YEPHBIX KOILIEK M BCETO TOTO, YEro Thl Tak Oouibcs. — bacrta
MOTIBITAJICA CBA3aHHBIMHU HOTaMu MHYTh Cakepyka, HO TOT JIETKO YBEpHYJICS U ckazail: — [Ipormaif,
bacta! A Ha ciyuaii, eciu Halllu JOPOXKKHU BCE-TAKU MEPECEKYTCS, Y MEHSI €CTh BOT ATO. — 3aBsI3aB y
cebs Ha 111ee LIHYPOK, OH Jo0aBmi1: — HaBepHska B MellIoUKe eCTh psIb TBOUX Bojioc. Het? Moxker,
CTOUT €€ OTpe3arhb, I0Ka €CTh Takas BO3MOXKHOCTh? Kakercs, eciii c:Kedb BOJOCHI YEJIOBEKa, C
HUM CIIy4UTCS YTO-TO YKacHoe?

— XBarut! — He Beepxka Mo u nmoramun Caxepyka 3a coooit. — [Topa yxomuts! Hewns-
BECTHO, Korna KampukopH xBatutcs 3Tux nBoux. Kcraru, st Tebe TOBOPHI, YTO OH CXKET HE BCe
kauru? Ocrancs emie ouH IK3eMIUIIP «HepHUIBHOTO CepALIay.
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Ota HOBOCTH nopasuiia Caxepyka, CJIOBHO 3MEUHBIN 571 OH PE3KO OCTAaHOBMJICS.

— S pemmn: Hamo Tebe coOONUTh. — MO CMEpHIT €r0 33 yMYUBBIM B3IJISIIOM. — XOTs TeOe B
TOJIOBY MOTYT IIPHUMTH BCSKHE IIYIIOCTH HA 3TOT CYET.

CaxxepyK KUBHYJ U, HE CKa3aB HU CJIOBA, MOLIEN JAJIbIIE.

Korna onu BN Ha TPOMMHKY, IO KOTOPOI MOAHAIUCH K 3a0pOIIEHHON XUKUHE, DITMHOP
crpocuia:

— Ilouemy Obl HaMm He B3sTh UX MalinHy? HaBepHsika oHa Tak U CTOUT Ha LIOCCE.

— OTO CIIMIIKOM ONacHo, — 0TBeTHI Caxkepyk. — Elle Hen3BeCcTHO, KTO OPKUIAET HAC BHU3Y.
Kpome Toro, Bo3Bpamarscs Joiro — 10 Ommkaiiinei gepeBH Mbl JoiaeM obictpee. M BooOmie ata
MalllMHa CIMIIKOM 3aMeTHa. XoTuTe, yToOobl KanpukopH Hac Beicaennmn?

DnuHOp B3IOXHYNA U, MPOOypUaB:

— Jla s mpocTo MpeioKuia, — HoTepia HOrH, YTOOb! YHSTH OOJIb.

OHU He CXOIMIIH C TPOIIBL, IOTOMY YTO B BBICOKOM TpaBe JEHCTBUTEIBHO YXKE 3allIEBEIUIUCH
3Men. OHaXIbI JKENTYI0 JOPOXKKY Mepes HUMU Mepecekiia yepHas noyiocka, u Caxxepyk najakon
TOALICTIMIT 3MEI0 32 YellyifyaTtoe Oproxo U Opocuil ee 00paTHO B 3apOCIIM TEPHOBHUKA, OTKYy/a OHA
BBINON3/1a. Merru aymaia, 4yTo 3MeM KpyIlHee, HO DIUHOp 3aBepuia ee, YTO MaJeHbKUE Kak pa3
caMble OnlacHbIe. DIMHOP PUXpaMbIBajia, HO N30 BCEX CUJI CTapaiach HE 3a/1€P’KUBATh OCTAJIbHBIX.
Mo Toxe mien MemieHHee, yeM o0braHo. OH HE MOKa3bIBa, 4TO eMy OOJIbHO, HO CO0a4mii yKyC
JaBaJl 0 ce0e 3HaTh.

Merru crienoBana 3a Mo u Bce BpeMst OECTIOKOIHO CMOTpeIa Ha KPacHbIH TIaTOK, KOTOPBIM
Caxepyk nepesssan ero pany. OHU BBIIUIM K IIOCCE W YBUIEIU NPUOIMKABIIMICS IPy30BUK C
IYCTBIMHU OyTBUIKaMH, HO CIIMIIKOM YCTaJIH, YTOOBI IpATaThes. KpoMe Toro, oH exan He ¢ TOH cTo-
poHbI, r1e Haxoauiack AepeBHs Kanpukopna. Korna mammna nopaBHsanack ¢ HUMU, Merru 3ame-
THUJIA YAUBJICHHBINA B3I BOAUTENS. JI0KHO OBITH, OHU IPEACTABIISUIN COOOH CTPaHHOE 3pEIIUIIIe:
BCIIOTEBLIME OT JOJIOM JOPOTH HUCKATEIW NPUKIOYECHUN B TPA3HON, N30PBAHHOM TEPHOBHUKOM
OICHKC.

Uepes HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsi OHHM JOLUIM JO MEPBbIX peaKuX TOMUKOB. IloToM sipkue noma c
najqucaJHUKaMU CTaJld NONAaJaThCsl BCE Yallle M HAKOHEl| OOJenuin Bech CKJIOH. Bckope oHu
OKa3aJMCh Ha OKpaumHe ropoja. Merru yBujaena MHOTOSTaXXHbIE 37JaHUsl, MAJIbMbI C IbLIbHBIMU
JUCTHSIMU, & B OTAAJIEHUU — IOCEPEOPEHHOE COIHIIEM MOPE.

— boxxe, HaneroCch, XOTh B OIMH 0aHK HAC MyCTAT, — CKa3zaja DJIMHOP. — A TO BBIIVILAUM MbI
TakK, CJIOBHO Ha Hac Hamajy OaHIUTHL.

— B o0011eM-To Tak U ecTh, — ckazan Mo. — Pa3se net?
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B 6e3onacHoCTH

Ho onu npoxoounu, u ¢ kasxcovim Onem bpems mpesocu, yeHemasuiee
Toma, cmano8unoCs 6ce necue u necye.
Mapk Teen. Ipukniouenus Toma Coitepa®

DIMHOP MyCTHIN B OaHK, HECMOTPS Ha MOpBaHHbIE yyiku. [{o 3Toro, npasaa, il npuIuIoch
3aiiTH B JaMCKY0 KOMHATYy I€pBOTro nomnasuierocs kage. Merru Tak v He y3Haina, rie DJIMHOp Xpa-
HUJIa CBOU LIEHHOCTH, HO BEPHYJIACh OHA HE TOJIBKO C YMBITHIM JIMIIOM U pacyeCcaHHbIMU BOJIOCAMH,
HO U C 30JIOTOM KPEOUTHOM KapTO4KoW B pyke. [locie 4ero ¢ Top:KeCTBEHHBIM BHJIOM 3akKas3ajia
BCEM 3aBTpaK.

bbu10 4TO-TO HOBOE, HEOOBIYHOE B TOM, UTOOBI CUAETH B Kade, eCTh U Uepe3 OKHO HaOIIo1aTh
3a MPOCTBHIMU JIFOIbMH, LIEIIIMMH Ha paboTy, B Mara3uH Uiu Oecel0oBaBIIMMHU JIPYT C APYroM Ha
yauie. Merru He BEpuUiI0Ch, 4TO OHA MpoBeia B iepeBHe KanpukopHa Bcero 1€ HOUU U O/IMH JIEHb
U 4TO BCE 3TO BpeMs B APYTUX MECTaxX OObIYHAS JKU3Hb 11T CBOUM YEPEJIOM.

W Bce-taku koe-uto mameHminock. C Tex nop kak Merru yBujena NprucTaBiIeHHbIN K ropiy
Mo Hox bacTsl, ee He MOKUAAO OIIYIIEHHUE, YTO B MUPE MOSBUIOCH YPOAIUBOE TEMHO-KOpUYHE-
BO€ IISITHO, OT KOTOPOTO I1eN 3anax rapu. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa, KAK OHO C TPECKOM pa3pacTaeTcs U
YHUUTOXAET BCE BOKPYT.

Teneps naxke camble 63001 IHBIE BELLIM TPUOOPETN HEMPUATHBIA OTTEHOK. [Ipoxons Mumo
Merry, )xeHIIMHA YIBIOHYIACh €i1, a TIOTOM CTaJla pacCMaTpUBaTh TYIIH B BATPUHE MsCHUKA. MyX-
YUHA C TAKOM CHUJION Talui 3a co00i pedeHKa, UTO TOT yIaJl ¥ B CJI€3aX CTaJl PaCTHPATh pa3OUTYIO
KOJIEHKY. A BOT MpoILIeN NOA03pUTENbHBIN TUI C OTTONBIPEHHOMN Ha Mosice KypTKoi. MoKeT, y Hero
TaM HOX, Kak y bacte1?

MupHhasi )K13Hb Ka3ajiach HeHacTosMIeH, (hanpnBoil. BocriomuHanue o ToM, Kak OHH HOYb
HaIpoJIET CIacajIich OT MPECIeNoBaTeNIe U IpokKaJIK OT CTpaxa B 3a0pOLICHHON XIKUHE, OBLIO
OoJiee peaslbHO, YeM CTaKaH JIMMOHA/a, KOTOPbIH DIMHOP MocTaBuia rnepex Merru.

@apu/ NOHIOXAJ KENATHI HAMMUTOK, HO, MONpPoO0BaB, OObIIe K HEMY HE IMPUTPAruBaJICs.
I'ans c uHTEpECOM B OKHO, OH BCE BpEMsI BEPTEJI TOJIOBOM M IIEPEBOINII B3MIISA]] C OTHOTO MpEeIMETa
Ha JPYyTOM, KaK OyJTO MbITAJICS YCIEIUTH 32 XOI0M HEBUIUMOM UTPBI, TpaBUiIa KOTOPOI eMy HUKaK
HE y/1aBaJIOCh MOHSATh.

[Tocne 3aBTpaka DauHOpP MoJOILIA K IPUIABKY U CIPOCHIIA Y KacCHpa Ha3BaHHUE JTyYIlEro
orens B ropoje. Iloka oHa omutaunBana cuer cBoe kpeauTkon, Merru u Mo paccmarpuBaiv BUT-
pUHY C JecepTamu, a Korjga oHu orisiHynuch, Caxepyka u @apuaa He ObUIO Ha MecTe. DJIUHOP
3aHepBHUYANIa, HO MO nocnenun ee yCroKOUTh:

— Howmepa B oterne He npenbiator Caxkepyka, OH He JIIOOUT criaTh B moMenieHuu. M BooOre
BCETIa UJIET CBOEH Joporoil. MoxeT ObITh, OH YENIET, a MOXET, Mbl YBUIUM, KaK OH Ha COCEIHEH
yAUIEe MOKa3bIBa€T CBOM MPEJCTaBICHUS TypucTaM. B ogHoM Mokenib ObITh yBepeHa: k Kampu-
KOpHY OH HE BEpHETCSl.

— A ®apun? — Merru He BepUiIOCh, YTO OH MOYKET YHTH, HUYETO HE CKa3aB.

Mo noxain rmie4amu:

— OH xe HM Ha war He otxoaun oT Caxepyka. He 3Hato, mpasia, B KOM IPUYMHA: B CAMOM
Caxepyke wiu B ['BuHe.

Ortenb, KOTOPBIN MOCOBETOBAIN DINUHODP B Kade, HaXOAWIICS Ha IUIOIIA I HEAJIEKO OT TSAHYB-
uieiicst uepes BeCh ropo/l INIAaBHOW YJIMIIBI C MAJIbMaMU M Mara3uHaMu. DJIMHOP CHsJIa Ha BEpPXHEM

8 Iepeson K. Uykoscxkoro.
119



K. ®yHke. «YepHunbHoe cepaue»

3TaXke JIBa HoMepa ¢ OaJKOHaMU, OTKyJa OTKpbIBaJICA BUJA Ha Mope. JTo Obul OONbLION OTeNb. Y
BX0/1a CTOSUT YEJIOBEK B CTPAHHOM KOCTIOME, KOTOPBIM OYEHb YAUBHIICSA OTCYTCTBUIO y HUX Oaraxa,
3aTo IPA3HYIO OJIeXK1y BEXKIMBO He 3ameTwil. Korna onu Bouuin B Homep, Merru Opocuinach Ha
KpOBAaTh U 3apblIach JULOM B MsTKHe Oeiible mpocThiHU. OHa 10 CUX IIOp HE BEpUJIa B PEaIbHOCTh
npowucxozsmiero. YacTs ee Bee emie Obi1a B nepeBHe KanpukopHa, mpodupanachk yepes TepHOBHUK
U, 3aMUpast B O)KuJaHuM bacTsl, mprykuManach K CTeHe 3a0pOIIeHHON XUKUHBL. UT0ObI yOenuThbes,
YTO BCE NEPEXKUBAHUS M03aau, Merru B3misiHys1a Ha Mo, HO BCTpeTuia JIMIIb OTCYTCTBYIOIINN
B3I, Ha ero nuie He ObI0O HU TEHM OOJErdyeHusl — TOJNbKO I'PyCTh M 3aAyMYHBOCTb. Merru
UCITyTaynach.

Ona HacToJIBKO XOpOLIO 3Haja Mo, YyTo 1O IJ1a3aM MOTIJIa ONPENEIUTh, O YEM OH AyMAaeT.

— Te1 Bep HE XOueLIb TyJ1a BEPHYTHCS, MpaBaa? — crpocuia Merru.

— Her, He Gecmokoiics! — oTBeTHI Mo U ITOIIaaMII €€ I10 TOJIOBE.

Ho Merru emy He nosepuina.

Te xe onaceHus, MOX0Xe, Tep3aau U DIUHOP. Merru Bujiena, Kak OHa C CEPbE3HBIM JIMILIOM
HECKOJIBKO pa3 — CHaJaja B KOPHIOpE, a IOTOM BO BpeMs 00ea B peCTOpaHe — MBITAIACh B YEM-
TO yoenuts Mo. Ho crouno Merru npuOIm3nuThCs, Kak OHa 3aMOJIKajia. DIMHOP, HECMOTPS Ha
BO3paxkeHUs1 Mo, BbI3BaJIa Bpaua, YTOOBI TOT 00paboTall €ro paHy, U KyIiJia BCEM HOBYIO OJICHKITY.
Omna nonuia 3a NOKyIKaMu BMecTe ¢ Merru, ckasas:

— Ecnu 51 BeIOEpy uTO-HUOYIb HAa CBOI BKYC, Thl 3TO BCE PABHO HE HAJICHEIIb.

OnuHOp BCce BpeMs Kyna-To 3BoHWIa. OHa He pasroBapuBaia mo TesnedoHy, TOJIBKO KOTaa
yXOJWJia B KHIKHBIM Mara3uH. DJIuHOp o0olilia Bce KHMKHbIE B ropose. Ha Tpetuii neHs 3a 3aB-
TPaKoOM OHa BAPYT COOOLINIIA, YTO YE3’KaeT.

Ha BonpocutenbHbIii B3msin Mo DiauHoOp oTBeTHIA!

— Horu y menst Gospiie He OOJIAT, U 51 yKACHO COCKYYHIIACh 110 CBOMM KHHTaM. A ere MeHs
pasapaxaroT TYPUCTHI B IJIABKAX — €CJIM YBHXKY €Ill€ OHOT0, 00I0Ch, HE CAEPKYCh U 3akpudy. S
y’Ke B3si1a Harpokat MamuHy. Ho npexae s xouy Tede koe-uTo Jaarb!

C sTuMH cioBaMM OHa yepe3 cToJl IpoTsaHysna Mo nuctok Oymaru, Ha KOTOPOM €€ ObICTPhIM
pa3MaIIMCThIM IOYEPKOM ObUIM HAaIMCaHbl YbHU-TO UMS U aJIpec.

— Moprumep, st Te0s 3Har0! — ckazana IIMHOP. — « HePHUIBHOE CepIIle» HE BBIXOAUT Y TeOs
u3 ronoBbl. [loaTomy 51 pa3moOsiia Tebe aapec @enonuo. [loBeps MHE, 3TO ObLTO Henerko. Ho
BEJIMKA BEPOSITHOCTD, YTO Y HETO €CTh €I11€ HECKOJIBKO IK3eMIUIIpoB. OOeiail MHE, 4TO Thl ChE3-
JWIIb K HeMy — 0J1aro )KMBET OH HETOJaleKy OTCIONA — M pa3 M HaBcerJa 3alyelb 0 KHUTE B
IIPOKJIATON JEPEBHE.

Mo B3s11 IUCTOK, J10JITO CMOTPEII Ha HETO, CIIOBHO XOTEJ BBLYYHUTh aJJpeC HAU3yCTh, a IOTOM
CYHYJI B CBOM HOBBIY OyMa)kKHHK.

— Thl mpaBa, MONBITATHCS AEHCTBUTENBHO CTOUT! — CKa3aJl OH C HOYTH CYACTIIMBBIM BHJIOM. —
OnuHop, Oombioe Tedbe cracu6o!

Merru He moHMMaa, 0 YeM OHU IFOBOPAT. SICHO ObLIO OJJHO: OHA He 3ps onacaiack. Mo Bce
emte gymai o «UepHunbHOM cepAte». OH HUKaK HE MOT CMUPUTBHCA € IOTEPE KHUTH.

— K10 Takoit deHonno? — HeyBepeHHBIM ronocoM crnpocuia Merru. — Kakoii-to KHUTOTOP-
rosen?

WM nokazanoch el 3HaKOMbIM, HO OHa HE MOIVIa BCIIOMHUTb, [JI€ €r0 CiblIIala.

Mo cmoTpen B OKHO M MOJITYAJL.

— JlaBait moenem Bmecte ¢ Dnunop! [loxamylicra! — B3Monuinace Merru.

HecmoTtps Ha TO 4TO KynaThCs [0 yTpaM B MOpe ObLJIO MPUATHO, a PA3HOLIBETHBIE JOMUKU
panoBanu a3, Merru XxoTenoce yexarb. B ylIn4HOM TOJIIE €1 TO U AEI0 MEepEMInch uia bactel
u IlnockoHoca, a mpu B3MIsSIIE HA OKPY>KABILKE TOPOJ XOJIMbI CEp/IEe HAYMHAIO OEIIEHO KOJO-
TUTBCS. Merru xoTena JTOMOW WM, MO KpalHel mepe, kK DnuHop. OHa XoTena HaOIonaTh, Kak
Mo ozneBaeT KHUTH B HOBBIE HAPs/Ibl, KAK BIICYATHIBAET B KO>KY TOHUANIINH CJION 30JI0TOM KPACKH,
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BBIOMpaeT (Gop3anHyo Oymary, CMEIIMBAET KIESIIUN pacTBOp, 3aKkpydyuBaeT mpecc. OHa xorena,
9TOOBI BCE CHOBA CTAJIO MO-TIpeskHeMy. Kak Ob110 10 mosiBienust Caxepyka TOH T0KIITUBON HOYBIO.

— Her, Merru, — nokauain ronoBoii Mo. — CHavasia MHE HY>KHO TTOOBIBAaTh y 9TOTO YEJIOBEKA,
a motoM noeneM K DnuHop. CaMmoe mo3AHee Mocie3aBTpa.

Merru ycraBuiach cee B Tapesky. B 1oporux orensx noaaroT 3aMedareabHble 3aBTPaKH. . .
Ho y Hee mporman anmneTuT: He XOTENOCh TaXKe CBEXKUX Badesb ¢ KITyOHUKOH.

— Xopol110, 3Ha4MT, 4epe3 JiBa IHs yBUaUMcs. MopTtumep, 1ail MHE CIIOBO, YTO Tak U Oynet! —
lonoc DnuHop 3Byuan BcTpeBokeHHO. — O0emai, 4To mpueaeib, qaxe eciu ¢ GeHoamo Huuero
HE MOJIY4YHUTCS.

Mo ynbIOHYynCSA:

— DnuHOp, Aato Tebe YeCTHOE CIIOBO.

OnMHOpP 00€TYeHHO B3J0XHYJIA U C HACTIaKIEHUEM OTKYCHjla KyCOYeK JaBHO CMOTPEBILETO
Ha Hee KpyaccaHa.

— Jlaxe He crpaiimBaii, 4T0 MHE IPULIUIOCH CEIaTh, YTOObI 1OCTaTh ajapec! — mporosopuia
OHA C HaOUTBHIM PTOM. — A JKUBET OH JIEUCTBUTENIBHO HEJAIEKO OTCro/la. MeHbllle yaca e3/pl Ha
mamuHe. He npaBaa nu, crpanHo, uTo oHU ¢ KanpukopHOM >KMBYT Tak Onu3K0?

— la, ctpanHo, — npoOypuan Mo, Iisiis B OKHO: BETEP B Cajay OTEJsl BOPOLIMII MaJbMOBBIE
JUCTHSL.

— B 371011 MecTHOCTH pa3BOpayMBaIOTCS MOYTH BCE €r0 UCTOPUH, — MPOJOIDKAIA DIUHOP, —
XOTsI, HACKOJIBKO 5 3HAI0, OH JIOJITO KWJI 3@ TPAHULIEN U BEPHYJICS TOJIBKO HECKOJIBKO JIET Ha3a/l.

Omna nomo3Baia o(pUIIMAHTKY ¥ IMOTIPOCHIIA emle Kode.

Korna neByiika cripocuina y Merru, jkenaeTt a1 OHa YTO-HUOy/Ab €11e, Ta I0Kayaia roJ0BOM.

— Mo, s Gonble HE X0Uy 3[€Ch 0CTaBaThCs, — TUXO MporoBopuia Merru. — M He X0o4y HU K
KoMy exatb. 5 xouy nomoil. Mnu, no kpaitneir Mepe, k DIUHOP.

Mo notsinyncs 3a kode. bbu1o BUIHO, 4TO ABUTATH JIEBOM PyKOM €My J0 CHUX TOp OOJBHO.

— MbI oezieM K 3ToMy TOCHOAMHY IPSIMO 3aBTpa, Merru, — ckazan Mo. — Trl ke ciblinania,
YTO OH KMBET COBCEM OJIM3KO. A YK€ Mociie3aBTpa Thl OyJIelIb CIIaTh B JOME DJIUHOP Ha OTPOMHOM
KPOBATH, T/I€ MOTJIH OBl TIOMECTUTHCS BCE TBOU OJJHOKIIACCHUKHU.

OHn xoten paccmemnTh Merru, HO eif ObuT0 He 10 cMexa. OHa paccMarpuBaia KIyOHUKY y
ce0s B Tapelike — KpaCHbIE-KPaCHBIE STO/bI.

— Ilocnymaii, DnuHOp, MHE TOXKE HYXHO OyHeT B35Th HAIPOKAT MalllMHY, — cka3anl Mo. —
Moskents ogomxuTh MHE AeHer? Korga npuenem k tebe, st BCe oTaaM.

DOJIMHOpP KUBHYJA, 8 IOTOM BHUMATENIbHO MMOCMOTpena Ha Merru u ckasana:

— 3Haemb uto, Moptumep, s Iymaro, TBOS 104b Ceiuac BO BCEM BUHUT KHUTM. MHe 3HaKOMO
3TO YyBCTBO: KOIJla OTIa Kakasi-HUOY/Ib UCTOPHSI 3aXBaThIBaJla HACTOJILKO, YTO COOCTBEHHbIE AETU
IepEeCTaBaJU JUIsl HErO CyIIECTBOBATh, MHE XOTEJIOCh OTHSTh Y HETO KHUTY U pa3pe3aTh €€ Ha MeJl-
KHe KyCOYKH. DTO OBUIO B JIETCTBE. A Tereph 5 Takas K€ CyMacllennias, Kak OH. YIUBUTEIBHO,
He HaxouIb? JIagHo, — oHa cinoxuiia candeTky U OTOJBUHYJA CTYJ, — oWy cOOMpaThCs, a Thl
MOKA PAaCCKa)Xu J04YepH, KTO Takoi DeHOIno.

OmuHOp yuwia. Merru ocranack Haeauae ¢ Mo. OH 3aka3ain erie kode, X0Ts OOBIYHO HE ITHJT
00JIbIlIe OJJTHOW YalllKH.

— ITouemy THI He emIb KITYOHUKY? — cripocui oH. — He xouemns?

Merru nokagasa rojgioBou.

Mo B310XHYI, CHEJI ATOAKY C €€ TapeJIKU U CKa3all:

— ®eHonno — aBTop «UepHuinbHOro cepauay. Bo3aMoxHO, y HEro 0cTanoch HECKOIBKO SK3EM-
wsipoB. Jlaxe ckopee BCero.

— Bpsin mu! — ckazana Merru, npeHeOpexuTeNbHO MaxHyB pykoit. — HaBepHsika Kampukopa
ux naBHoO Bbikpal! Tel sxe BUE, uTo OH coOpan y ce0st Bce KHUrU!

Mo nokayan rojgoBoi:
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—MHe kaxxetcs, 0 DeHOINO OH J1aXe HE O yMaJl. 3HAEIllb, JTFO/IU CTPAHHO OTHOCSTCS K ITUCa-
TEJISIM: OOJBITMHCTBO HE MOXKET ceOe MPECTaBUTh, YTO KHUTH MUIIYT TaKUE XKe JIFOAU, KaK OHH.
WM kaxeTcst, 9TO MUCATEIH KW KOT/Ia-TO JaBHO M MPOCTO HE MOTYT XOAWTH C HUMH TI0 OJHUM
YJIMIIaM | JeJIaTh MOKYTIKH B T€X e Mara3uHax. Bce MOMHST WX UCTOPUH, HO MaJIO KTO 3HAET, KaK
UX 30BYT M KaK OHU BBIIAIAT. [IpudeM OOJBIIMHCTBY MHcaTeNeil 7TO HpaBUTCS — THI camMa CIIbI-
mana, ¢ KakuM TPYZIOM DIMHOP yAanochk pa3noosiTe anpec denonno. Cxopee Bcero, Kampukopu
U HE M0JI03PEBAET, YTO )KUBET BCETO B JABYX Yacax €3/1bl OT CBOETr0 CO3aTersl.

Merru 3T0 HE Ka3aJ10Ch CTOJIb O4€BUIHBIM. OHa 33 JyMYMBO TepeOunsa CBETI0-KEITYIO CKa-
TEPTh, MOPIIMJIA €€ U CHOBA paclpabsiia.

— W Bce-Taku 51 Obl Tyullie moexania K DIUMHOp, — ckazana Merru. — Kuura. .. — OHa 3annynach,
HO IOTOM BCE-TaK{ 3acTaBuja ce0sl MPOU3HECTH TO, UTO AyMaja: — S He MOHMMalo, IOYEMY Thl
TaK CTPEMHUILBCS €€ 3aroaydnuTh. Bce paBHO 3TO HMUero He aact. — A npo ceds nobasuna: «Kuura
npomnana. Thl y)ke IbITaJcs €€ BEpHYTh, HO HUUYETo He BBIILIO. [loexanu, HakoHel, 1oMOit!»

Mo B3s111 ¢ ee Tapenku ellle OAHy KIyOHUUKY, CaMyl0 MaJICHbKYIO.

— ManeHbKue€ cialie BCero, — cka3aj OH, IIOJIHOCS €€ Ko pTy. — TBost Mama ro0uia KiiyOHUKY.
Morna cbeCTh €€ CKOJIBKO YTOJHO M BCEIJIa YKACHO pyrajiach, €CJIM BECHOM M3-3a TOXKAEH AT0blI
y HE€ Ha IpsAKe MOKPBIBAIUCH MIIECEHBIO.

OH cHOBa TOCMOTpPEN B OKHO, U T10 €r0 JIMILY ITpo0exana yiIbioKa.

— Eme onna nomneitka, Merru, — nporoBopui oH. — [lociennss. A morom noeneM K SIUHOD.
Ob6ewaro.

122



K. ®yHke. «YepHunbHoe cepaue»

Houb, nonHas cnos

Jlioboui pebenox 3maem, umo, K020a Meniol JemHel HO4bIO He
MOdICeUb 3ACHYMb, UHO20A KAJICEMCS, YMO NOo Heby Nibléem napyCcHUK
Humepa I3Ha.

A xouy pacckazamv mebe, KAk €20 MOINCHO Y8uoeno.

P. Komponeo. Kozoa pebenox nemuum ympom...
Iucomo K cvlHy npo 1106086 K KHU2AM

Mo mnomien B KOHTOpY, TA€ 3aKazall MallMHY Hampokar, a Merru ocranach B orene. OHa
BBIHECJIa CTYN Ha OaJKoH M yepe3 Oenble TaKUPOBAHHBIE MEPUIa CTana CMOTPETh HA MOpE: OHO
MepLaio MeX1y JOMaMH, KaK CUHEE CTEKJI0. Merru crapanack HU O UeM HE AyMaTh, BHIKUHYTh BCE
13 TosI0Bbl. M3-3a ryna MaluH, TOHOCUBLIETOCA 1aKe /10 BEPXHET0 3Ta)ka, OHA HE Cpasy yJiblllana,
YTO B HOMEP CTy4ar.

Korga Merru oTkpbuia 1Bepb, DIUHOP YK€ LUIA 110 KOPUIOPY.

— AX, TBI TYT, — CKa3ajla OHa, CMYLIEHHO MpsAYa 4TO-TO 3 CIIMHOM.

— Jla. A Mo nomien 3a0upath MallvHy.

— ¥V MeHs ecTh a1 TeOs MPOIIAIbHBIN MOAAPOK. — DIMHOP AOCTANIA M3-3a CIIMHBI TUIOCKHI
CBEPTOK. — BbIJI0 HEMPOCTO HAWTH KHUTY, B KOTOPOM HET 3JI0/1eeB, HO 51 OY€Hb XOTeJa, YTOObI TBOU
OTell MOT YHTaTh TeOe BCIYX, HUYETo He omnacasck. Jlymaro, OT 3TOl KHUTH BpeAa ObITh HE MOXKET.

Merru pa3BepHyJa IBETACTYIO yIakoBOUHYI0 Oymary. Ha 06moxke Oblin HapruCOBaHbI 1BOE
neTei u cobaka, OHM CUAENU Ha KaMHE MU Y3KO# CKajie U HAampsHKEeHHO CMOTPENHU B 3HSIOIIYIO
M0/ HUMU MPONACTh.

— JTO CTHXH, — MOsICHUIA DIUHOP. — He 3Hato, 100uIIb U ThI TaKOE, HO YBEPEHA: B UCTIOJ-
HEHHUU OTIIa OHU TeOE MOHPABATCA.

Merru OTKpbLIa KHUTY U TPOYSia: «... 5] HUKOT/Ia He CTUpalO CBOIO T€Hb, KaKOW Obl NITMHHON
oHa HU Obway. Kak OyAaTo jerkuii BETepOK JOHEC C €€ CTPaHHUIl 3BYKH MYy3bIkd. OHa OepexHO
3aKpblIa KHUTY.

— Cmacu60, DnuHop, — cka3ana Merru. — Y MeHs 1S Te0s. .. K COXKaJICHUIO, HUYETO HET.

— 3HauuTt, Oymemb Moel JobKHULeH! — DIuHOp yaBIOHYNIach U JOcTala U3 CBOEH HOBOM
CYMOYKHU BTOpPOI CBEPTOK. — KHMKHOMY 4EpBIO OJTHOM KHUTH HAJ0JT0 HE XBATAET, a Thl y HAC KaK
pa3 u3 Toit moponasl. Ho 3Ty kHMXKy Tebe ydile untaTh camoil. B Hell kyua 3noaeeB. U Bce-Taku,
MHE Ka)keTcsl, OHa Tebe moHpaBUTCS. Baanu oT 1oMa HUYTO HE yTelaeT Tak, Kak KHUTa, BEpHO?

Merru KuBHyJa U cKa3ana:

— Mo obeman, 4To mocne3aBTpa Mbl yxe Oyaem y TeOs. Thl Beab MOMOXKICIIb €ro, YTOObI
MONPOIIATHCS ?

OHa moyiokuiia COOPHUK CTUXOB Ha KOMOJ PSJIOM C JIBEPhIO M MPHUHSIIACh Pa3BOPAYUBATH
BTOPOIi CBEPTOK. B oTiinuue oT mepBoro oH ObUT MPUATHO YBECUCTHIM.

— Jla nagHo, caenai 3To 3a MeHs! — MaxHy”a pykod DnuHop. — S He mobmro npormanuid. U
BOOOIIIE MBI CKOPO YBUAMMCS, a IJIaBHOE, 51 €My YyXe CKaszasa, uToObl OH Oeper moub. — [Ipexne
4yeMm yiiTH, oHa mpenynpenuna Merru: — He kiiagy KHUTHM OOIOKKOM BBEpX, YTOOBI KOPEIIOK HE
OTXONWJ OT meperuiera. Ja Thl U cama 3Haelllb: HaBEepPHsIKa OTEI ThICAUY pa3 Te0e 3TO TOBOPHUIL.

— bonbiue, — ckazana Merru, HO DIMHOP YXKE CKPbUIACh U3 BUAY.

Yepe3 HECKONBKO MUHYT OHA YCIbIIIANA, KaK 10 KOPUAOPY BE3yT YEMOJIaH, HO HE cTajia
BBIXOJUTH U3 HOMEPA, 4TOOBI YOSTUTHCS, YTO 3TO DnuHOp. OHA TOXKE HE JF0OUIa MPOLIaHH.

Bo Bropoii monoBune nHs Merru Obiia MonmdanuBa. Mo BepHyIcs Onuke K Beuepy, U OHU
cpaszy mouuiu odenarh B MaJICHbKHI pecTopaH Ha coceqHeil ynuue. Korna oHM BBHIINIIM OTTYAA,
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HaYaJio CMEPKAThCS U YJIHIIBI HATOIHIINCH JTIoAbMUA. OCOOEHHO MHOTO Hapo Iy coOpasioch Ha IIo-
maau. [IpoTrckuBasch CKBO3b TOMITY, METTH YBUAETA, YTO JIFOAH TECHATCS BOKPYT IJIOTATEIIS OTHSL.

Korna nmnams nonomnsno no ronsiM pykam Caxepyka, Bce CHayasia 3aMepiu, a IOTOM OIVIy-
mmTenbHo 3axionanu. [Toka Caxepyk packinanuBaics, Gapu Xoaui nepes 3puTeNsiMu ¢ ceped-
PSHOM Yaniel CKa309HOro BUA. 3aTO €r0 CaMOTro TEIeph TPYAHO ObLIO OTIUYHUTH OT MAJBIUIICK,
KOTOPBIE HEJIBIMU THSMH TOPYAJIN Ha IUISDKE U KOKIBIN pa3, KOTra MEMO MTPOXOANIa IEBOYKA, TOM-
KaJu Ipyr apyra B 0ok. Moxer, koka @apuia u Obl1a 4yTh CMyTJIee, a BOJIOCHI 4yTh YepHee, HO
IIPY B3JISJIE HA HETO HUKOMY OBI M B TOJIOBY HE MPUIIJIO, YTO OH BHICKOJIB3HYII U3 UCTOPUH, B KOTO-
POii KOBPBI JIETAIOT, TOPBI PA3IBUTAIOTCS, a JIJAMIIbI UCTIOJIHAIOT KesnaHus. CHHIOK JUIMHHOMOMYIO
pyOaIKy OH CMEHHII Ha ITaHbl U PyTOOIKY, M B HUX OH BBIIVIsAEN crapiie. D10 CakepyK KyNui
emMy onexay u 00yBb. K 6otiuakam Dapuj, BUANMO, elie He IPUBBIK, IO3TOMY CTYIall 0O4€Hb OCTO-
POXHO. 3aMETUB B TojIe Merru, OH CMYILIEHHO KUBHYJI U OBICTPO MPOIIEN JajbIIIe.

Caxxepyk U3BEPT W30 pTa TaKoW OOJIBIION OTHEHHBIH LIap, YTO J1aXKe CaMble CMEJIbIE 3pUTEIN
oTmatHyauck. Ilocie 3Toro oH oTnoXxuiI Qakensbl U goctan mapel. OHM, CIOBHO HAa HEBUJIUMBIX
HUTSX, B3MBIBAJIM B HE0O, U JIIOMSIM MPUXOAMIOCH 3alIPOKUABIBATH TOJIOBBI, YTOOBI HE YITYCTHTH
ux u3 Buxy. [lotom Caxkepyk 3acTaBIisul APUKNA OTCKAKWBATh OT KOJICHA, JI0A MITK TIOA00POAKA U
CHOBA MOAHUMATHCS BBEPX. 3@ €r0 JJOBKUMHU PYKaMH HEBO3MOKHO OBLIIO YCIEIUTh: OH TO 3aKpy-
YHMBAJI IIAPHI, TO JIOBIJI UX 33 CIUHON — M BBIIJISAEIIO 9TO TakK, Oy/ITO OH BBIXBATHIBAET UX M3 BO3-
nyxa. ManeHbKue pa3HOLBETHBIE IAPUKH CO3/IaBaIM aTMOC(Eepy BO3AYIITHOCTH U 6€33a00THOCTH.
Mo:xHO0 ObLTO IOAYMAaTh, UTO KOHINIMpoBaHue /i Caxepyka — Becesas U JIETKasi urpa, eciiu Obl He
€ro JIMIIO0, OCTaBaBIlIEECs 32 CTEHOM MEJIbKABILINX IIAPUKOB 0€3y4acTHO-CEPhE3HbIM, CIIOBHO OHO
NPUHA/IIIEKAIO APYTOMY YEJIOBEKY, — HE TOMY, YbH PyKH IIOpXaJIK Tak OecriedHo. Merru nogymMana,
yto y Caxepyka, HaBEpHOE, J10 CUX MOp 00T nanblbl. OHU Bee ellie ObUIH KpacHbIMU. XOTS BO3-
MOYKHO, HAa HMX IPOCTO MajaJl CBET OT IJIAMEHHU.

[Tocne Toro kak Caxkepyk yOpal I1apbl B PrOK3aK M pacKIaHsUICs, 3pUTEIH J10JIT0 HE XOTeNn
PacxoAuThCsl, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB Ha IUIOLIAIM OCTaNIUCh ToJbko Mo u Merru. ®@apuj npucen Ha
MOCTOBYIO U CTaJ CUMTaTh COOpaHHbIC JIEHBI'H. BU y HEro ObUT TOBOJBHEIHN, KaK OyITO OH BCIO
KHU3Hb TOJIBKO 3TUM H 3aHUMAJICS.

— 3HAYUT, THI BCE €I1I€ 3/1eCh, — MPOroBopmI Mo.

— DTO MECTO He XyKe JII00oro npyroro, — OypkHyn Caxepyk, cooupas Belu: iBe OyTHUIKH,
(hOKYCBI C KOTOPBIMH OH TTOKa3bIBal MeTTH B camy y DIMHOP, 00TOpeBIIre (haKebl U TIIEBATEIb-
HUILY, COJEPKUMOE KOTOPOM OH 0€3 MajeHiero CTeCHEHHsI BHIIIJIECHYN Ha MOCTOBY10. OH pa3fo-
ObL1 ceOe HOBYIO CYMKY — CTapas, BUIMMO, ocTajach B AepeBHe KanpukopHa. Merru nojouuia k
pIoK3aKy, Ho ['BUHa B HEM He ObLIO.

— S1 Hanesinics, THI yoKe JTajeko: rae-Hulynb, rae bacra He cMoxkeT Tebst HalTH.

Caxxepyk moxkaJ riedamu:

— JIns 3TOrO0 HY>)XHO J0CTaTh HEMHOTO JieHer. 1 BooOiie 3aech Hemoxas moroja, a Joau
OXOTHO OCTaHaBJIMBAIOTCA U HE cKymATcs. Bepro, @apun? Croiabko Mbl 3apaboTaiiu ceroaHs?

B totr MmomenT, korga Caxepyk nmoBepHyics Kk @aputy, MaabunK, OTOABHHYB Yallly C JACHb-
TaMH, TIBITAJICS 3aCYHYTh B POT 3aKKEHHYIO CIIMYKY. 3aMETHUB, YTO HA HETO CMOTPSIT, OH B3POTHYI
Y TOPOIIMBO 3aTYILIWJ OrOHEK naynblaMu. Caxkepyk ¢ TPyJIOM Clep:kall yablOKy U 00bsicHuI Mo
u Merru:

— OH BO 4TO OBI TO HHU CTAJIO XOYET HAYYUTHCS UTPATh C OTHEM. Sl moKka3an eMy, Kak TpeHH-
pOBaThCS HA CIIMYKAX, HO OH CIHUIIKOM TOPOIIMTCS M TOCTOSIHHO OOXHTaeT I'yObl.

Merru He3ameTHo B3msiHysaa Ha @apuna. OH genan Buj, uyTo youpaer Bemu Caxepyka B
CYMKy W HU OHa, HE Mo ero He unTepecyror. Ho Merru Obiia yBepeHa, 4To OH MPUCITYITUBACTCS
K KaKJIOMYy UX CJIOBY. JIBaXk/lbl OHa JIOBHJIA HA ce0e B3I €ro TEMHBIX IV1a3, IPUYEM BO BTOPOM
pa3 OH Tak pe3KO OTBEPHYJICS, YTO UYyTh HE YPOHHII OIHY U3 OyTHUIOK.

— D, TOOCTOPOXKHEHN C ITUM, JIATHO? — MPUKPUKHYI Ha Hero Caxkepyk.
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Korga Caxepyk cHOBa moBepHYyJcs, MO CIIpOCHII:

— Hanetroch, y T€0st HET Apyrux NpUYUH i IpeObIBaHUsI 3/1€Ch?

— Yro ThI uMeellb B BUuy? — Caxkepyk OTBEN IV1a3a B CTOPOHY. — AX, Thl AyMaelllb, s X04y
BepHYThCs 3a KHUTroi? Thl MeHs nepeorieHuBaeib. S Tpyc.

— Henpasna, — pazapaxkeHHo Bo3pasui Mo. — Keratu, DnuHop ceroHs yesxaeT 10MOH.

— Ouenb paj 3a Hee. — CaxkepykK paBHOAYIIHO HocMoTpe Ha Mo. — A Tb1? Pa3Be Thl He efellb
BMeECTE C Hel?

Mo o6Ben B3MIAI0M OKPECTHBIC JOMA U MTOKavasl TOJIOBOM:

— MHe Haz0 eme K0e-Koro HaBECTUTb.

— 3necs? Koro xe? — Caxxepyk ObUI B LIBETACTOM JIETHEN pyOallike, 1 OHa COBEPIIEHHO HE
1JIa K €r0 MOKPBITOMY IIpaMaMH JIUILY.

— EcTb 0on1uH yenoBek, y KOTOporo, BO3MOXHO, COXpaHUWJICS dK3eMIUIAp. Thl 3Haelb, 0 ueM
a...

JInno Caxkepyka OCTan0Ch HEMOJIBUKHBIM, HO MaJIbLIbl BbIJIAJIH €r0 BOJTHEHUE — OHM HUKAK
HE MOTJIU CIIPABUTHCS C IMyTOBULIAMH Ha pyOarike.

— Otoro He MOXeT ObITh! — npoxpurnen oH. — Korna Kanpukops cobupan KHUTH, OH HaBep-
HSIKA HE YIIyCTUJI HU OJTHOM.

Mo noxain rmie4amu:

— MosxeTt ObITh. HO 4 Bce ke Xxouy MpoBEpUTH 3TOT BapUaHT. YelnoBeK, 0 KOTOPOM 51 TOBOPIO,
HE KHUTOTOProBell U He OyKMHUCT. KanpukopH, ckopee BCero, Aake He 3HAeT O €ro CyIIeCTBOBA-
HUMU.

Caxepyk oCMOTpeIIcs: B OJJHOM U3 JIOMOB KTO-TO 3aKpbUI CTaBHM, a Ha IPyrOM KOHIIE ILIO-
IIaJ JCTH UTPAJIH B TIPSATKU CPETU PECTOpaHHBIX CTYIbeB. [Torom opunmant ux npornan. [laxio
ropsiyeil 0l ¥ HeJAaBHUM OTHEHHBIM IPECTABICHUEM — MOOIIM30CTH HE OBUIO HU OJJHOTO YeJIo-
BEKa B YEPHOM, KpOME OPHIIMAaHTA, KOTOPBI CO CKYyYarOIIUM BHJIOM IIPUBOIMII CTYJbS B IIOPSIOK.

— W k10 %€ 3TOT TAMHCTBEHHBINA HE3HAKOMEII? — IIeoTOM cripocui Caxepyk.

— Yenosek, KOTOpbIN Hanucal «HepHuwibHOe cepane». M KUBET OH 31€Ch HENOJATIEKY.

B ato Bpems k Hum nopomien @apui, 1epka B pyKe yally ¢ IeHblaMH.

— I'BuH 710 cux nop He BepHyics, — coodumn oH Caxepyky. — M mpruMaHKH A7 HEro y Hac
Oosblie HeT. MoXeT, KynuTh stia?

— Her, on cam ce0s npokopMut. — Caxkepyk IpoBel pyKoi 10 OAHOMY M3 CBOMX LIPaMOB U
HETeprenuBo npukazan Papuny: — Jlocrtanb U3 prok3aKa KOXKaHbld MEIIOK — Thl 3HACIIIb, IJI€ OH
JIEKUT, — U TIOJIOKH TyJa CETOAHSIIHION BBIPYUKY.

Ecnu 651 Mo 3aroBopui ¢ Merru B TakoM TOHE, TO BCTPETHII Obl YKOPU3HEHHBIN B3I, HO
s @apuja B TaKOM 00pallleHnH, IOX0XKE, He ObUIO HUYEr0 0OMIHOTO — OH MOCIYLIHO YAAJIUIICS.

— 51 yx neficTBUTENBHO MOAYMAJ, YTO BCE 3aKOHYMIIOCH, UTO HET ITyTH Ha3aj U 4TO HUKOI/A
Oonbiie. .. — Caxxepyk 0CeKcsl U MOCMOTPET HaBEPX.

[To HOuHOMY HEOY, CBEpKasi IIBETHBIMH OTOHBbKAaMHU, JIETeNl camoieT. Dapua ToxKe MOIHSIT
rosioBy. OH yxe yOpaj IeHbI'M U CTOsUI BO3JI€ PIOK3aKa B OKMJAAHUM HOBBIX MOpydeHUi. B ator
MOMEHT YTO-TO MYIIUCTOE OECIIYMHO CKOJIb3HYJIO Yepe3 IIO0LIa/1b, HOA00PaIoCh K HUM U, LETIfA-
SICh 32 OICYKIAY MaJIbuuKa, BCKapaOKalloCh eMy Ha IuIedo. YIbIOHYBIIHCh, Dapua 1ocTan u3 Kap-
MaHa Kycouek xJjieba u jan ero I'Buny.

— A 4r0, €cny OAMH 3K3EMIULIp U BIpaBay coxpaHuics? — CaxepyK CMaxHy! JJUHHbIE
BOJIOCHI €0 J10a. — /lamrs Mue eme oxua manc? [lonpoOyems BunTath MeHst 00parHo? B mocnenanii
pa3? — B ero rosioce 066110 CTONBKO HaIEXKAbl, UTO y Merru 3amemMuio cepate.

Ho nmuiio Mo Bapyr npuHsIO X0JIOAHOE BBIpAKECHUE.

— B a1y kHury Her nmytu obpatHo! S 3Hato, 4TO Thl 00 3TOM M CIBIILIATh HE JKEJaelllb, HO
TaKOBa JIEWCTBUTEIBHOCTD, U B KOHIIE KOHIIOB T€0E MPUIETCS C 3TUM CMUPUTHCA. MoOXKeT, Korja-
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HUOY/b 51 cMory Tebe noMoub. EcTh y MeHs ofjHa cymaciueamas uzies, Ho... — [lokayaB ronoBoi,
OH 3aMOJTyaj U cJerka MHyJ JeKaBIINNA Ha MOCTOBOW MyCTOM CIUYEUHBIH KOPOOOK.

Merru B HetoyMeHMH B3DIsiHyJa Ha Mo. O kakoil Takoil naee oH ropopui? OH AelcTBU-
TEJIBHO YTO-TO MPHUAYyMal UM MpocTo XoTen yremuTh Caxepyka? Eciu Tak, To 3T0 eMy He yza-
nock. Caxepyk nmocMoTpes Ha Mo ¢ Obu10# BpakaeOHOCThIO U MPOOOPMOTAIT:

— Sl moeny ¢ To6o#. HaBecTum 3TOTO YenmoBeka BMECTe, a Jablie MocMoTpuM. — OH CHOBa
IpOBEJ NaJbLAMHU 110 IIpaMy, ¥ Ha €ro JIULE OCTAJICA CJIE]] OT CaXKH.

Bapyr 3a cniunoit y Caxkepyka paszzaaincst TpoMkuii cMex. OH o0epHysics 1 yBuaed, uto ' BuH
nelTaercs 3a0parbes Papuly Ha rojoBy, a TOT XOXOUET TaK, CIOBHO HAa CBETE HET HUYETO IPUSITHEE,
YeM OIIyIIaTh y ceOs Ha MaKyIIKe OCTPbIE KOTTH KyHHIIBI.

— Bort oH coBepiieHHO He cky4aeT 1o aomy! — npoBopuan Caxepyk. — 5 y HEro cupaimsa.
Hu xanensku! Bee 310, — OH MIUPOKKUM KECTOM OOBEN IUIOINIA/lb, — €My HpaBUTCA. Jaxke mym u
BOHb MaluH. OH paj, 4To OKa3aJcs 37ech. EMy Tbl, O-BUAMMOMY, OKa3aj yCIIyTy.

C atumu cnoBamu Caxepyk cMepusl Mo yHUUTOXAIOLIUM B3I AOM, M Merru, 4To0bl Moj-
JiepKaTh OTLIA, B3sJ1a €T0 3a PYKY.

I'Bun cnpeirayn ¢ roieda @apuja v ¢ II0OO0MBITCTBOM CTaJl 0OHIOXUBATh MOCTOBYI0. MasieHb-
KWW MaJIbYMK, IPEXKIEe PE3BUBLIMIICS C APYTUMHU JETHbMH CPEIU PECTOPAHHBIX CTOJIOB, MOAOEKAI
K KYHHULIE U B HEJJOyMEHUHU yCTaBWICA Ha €€ POXKKU. PEOEHOK yke MPOTAHYN pyKY, YTOOBI JOTPO-
HYTbCS 70 3BEpPbKa, HO B Ty )K€ CEKyHIy K Hemy noackouns dapua, cxsatui ['BuHaA U mocaaui
€ro oOpaTHO Ha IJIeYO.

— A t1e KuBeT 3TOT. .. — CaxepyK He 3aKOHYHUJI CBOM BOIIPOC.

— IIpumepHO B yace e3/1bl OTCIofa.

Hacrynuno nonroe monuanue. Korga B HeOe CHOBa IMOKa3ajauch OTOHBKU camouiera, Caxepyk
HayaJl BCIIOMHUHATH!

— Wnems, ObIBaJIO, paHHUM YTPOM K POIHUKY, YTOOBI YMBITBCS, a HaJl BOJOW BBIOTCS KPO-
HIeYHbIe e PUATKOBOTO IBETA, PA3MEPOM C BaIIUX CTpeko3. OHU JIOOAT 3aJeTaTh B BOJIOCH U
MOTYT Jja’ke TUIIOHYTh B JU10. He cka3aTh 4To OHM OUY€Hb NPUBETIMBbIE, 3aTO [10 HOYaM MEPLAIOT,
Kak cBeTIslukU. [Topoil 10BUILIE OJJHY M3 HUX U 3aKpbIBaclllb B OaHKE, a IIEpe]] CHOM BbIITyCKaelllb.
W Torna BCro HOUb CHATCS IPEKPACHBIE CHBI.

— KanpukopH roBopui, 4To TaMm €11e €CTb THOMbI M BEJIMKaHBbl, — TUXO 100aBuia Merru.

Caxepyk 3alyMUlBO TIOCMOTpPEI Ha HEeE:

— Jla. 'HOMBI, KHKMMOPBI, CTEKJISIHHbIE YEJIOBEUKH. .. KanpukopH HEHaBU €1 U IPUKa3bIBaJl
TpaBUTh BceX 0€3 UCKIoUeHUs. Byb €ro BOsl, OH YHUUTOXKUI Obl BCE KUBOE.

— JlomkHO OBITB, TaM OMacHO. — MerTH MomnbITanach MPeACTaBUTh ce0e MUpP C BETMKAHAMH,
THOMaMH. .. ¥ pessmMu: ogHax 161 Mo Toapui e KHUTY 1po (eit.

Caxxepyk moxkaJ riedamu:

— a, onacHo. M uTo? 31ech TOXe OmacHo, HE HAXOIHIIh?

OH pe3Ko OTBEpHYJICS, B3sUI PIOK3aK, 3a0pOCHII €r0 Ha CIIUHY U, KUBHYB MaJIBYMKY, I10/10IIET
K Mo. @apua MUTOM MOJHSIT CyMKY ¢ OyThUIKaMH U (pakeIamMu 1 moTamu ee 3a CaxepyKoM.

— He B3mymait roBoputh 000 MHE 3TOMY uenoBeKky! — psaBkHyn Caxepyk. — S monoxmy B
MallIMHE: HE JKeJaro ero BUJeTh. MHE HYKHO TOJIBKO y3HaTh, €CTh JIM Yy HETo KHUra, sicio? Benp
10 Toi, uro y KanpukopHa, MHe He 0OpaThCs.

Mo CIOKOMHO OTBETHII:

— Kak noxenaeus. ..

Caxepyk onmycTui Ivia3a Ha IOKPACHEBILKE MAaJbLbl, MPOBEJ PYKOH MO MOTpECKaBIIEHCS
KOX€e U IpodopMoTat:

— Bapyr oH emie 3axo4eT paccka3zaTb MHE, YEM 3aKOHUYUTCS MOSI UCTOPUSL.

Merru He moBepuiIa CBOMM yLIaM:

— A TbI pa3Be He 3Haellb?

126



K. ®yHke. «YepHunbHoe cepaue»

Caxepyk ynbIOHysICS. MerTu Bce elle HaXoAuya ero yIbIOKy HENpPHUSTHON: Ka3aJloch, OHA
HOSIBIISIETCS TOJIBKO 3aT€M, YTOOBI YTO-TO CKPBITh.

—Yto0 B 3TOM 0COOEHHOTO, MPHUHIIecCca? — CIPOCHUIT OH TUXUM TroJIocoM. — MOXKHO MOyMaTh,
TBI 3HACIIIb, Y€M 3aKOHUUTCS TBOSI HCTOPHSL.

Ha sto Merru Heuero 061710 OTBETHUTS.

[HonmurnyB eii, Caxxepyk pa3BepHYJICS U OpOCUII Yepe3 MIIeyo:

— 3aBTpa yTpoM Oyay >kJ1aTh Bac BO3je oTess!

U on, HEe oI ABIBASICH, MTOIIEIN TPOYb, a Papu ¢ TOBOIBHBIM BHIOM ITOHEC 32 HUM €TO0 TshHKe-
JYI0 CyMKY. ManBs4iK HallOMHHAI OpOsTYero 1ca, KOTOPBIH HAKOHEI-TO HAIIe X03s51HA.

OTOoi HOUBIO JTyHa ObliIa MOX0XKA Ha arlesIbCUH: TaKas ke OpaHKeBO-KpacHas U Kpyrias. Mo
OTKPBUT IITOPBI, YTOOBI MOKHO OBLIO JIFOOOBAaTHCS 3TUM CHSIOIIAM CPEIu OeNbIX 3BE31 SIPKUM
OymakHbIM (poHapukoMm. [lorom oH 1 Merru ynerucey B KpoBarTh.

Ho ycHyTb HU eMy, HU eli He yaBanioch —00a ynTtanu. Mo Kynui cede HECKOJIbKO KapMaHHBIX
KHUXKEK, KOTOpbIE, Cy/Isl 10 UX NOTPENaHHOMY BUAY, TOOBIBAJIM YK€ BO MHOTHX pykax. A Merru
HOTPY3UJIaCh B UTEHUE YBJIEKAaTEIbHOW KHUTH C Ky4el 3J10/1€€B, KOTOPYIO €l rmojapuia DIUHOpP.
B kakoii-ToO MOMEHT €€ I1a3a OT YCTaJOCTU CTaJU 3aKpbIBaThCs, U OHA, YCIIOKOEHHAs OJIN30CThIO
Mo, ycHyna noja 4yKuM HEOOM U OpaHKEBOM JIYHOM.

Korna Merru, B31poruyB, NpocHyJ1ack OT TPEBOXKHOIO CHa, Mo Bce ellle cujen B KpoBaTu ¢
OTKPBITON KHUTOI B pyke. JIyHa y»ke JaBHO yIUIbUIA, M 32 OKHOM ObLIa BUIHA TOJBKO HOYb.

— He moxenb ycHyTh? — cripocuiia Merru u Toxe ceja noBepx ofesia.

— Bununis nu, mynblil nec yKycuil MEHs 3a JIEBYIO PYKY, a 51 — Thbl 3HA€IlIb — 3aChIIat0 UMEHHO
Ha ATOM CTOpOHE. U elie MBICIM MOKOsI HE AK0T. ..

— Y MeHS B rojioBe TOXKe KPYTATCS pa3HbIe MbICIIU. — MerTu B3sijla ¢ TYMOOUYKHU MOAAPEHHBIN
OnuHOp COOPHHMK CTHXOB, POBEJIA MANBLIAMH IO MEPETIeTY, BHITYKIOMY KOPEIIKy 1 OyKBaM Ha
obnoxke. HemHoro nomonuas, oHa Npu3Hajgach: — 3Haelllb 4TO, M0, MHE KaXKeTCs, 51 TOKE XOuy
TaK yMETb.

— Kak ymerts?

Merru eltie pa3 noraania nepervieT: el Noka3anoch, YTO KHUTA YTO-TO HAIIENThIBAeT. THX0-
THUXO.

— Kax Tbl, — nosiciuiia oHa. — Sl Xouy yMeTh UnUTaTh, Kak Thl. UTOOBI BCE 0XKUBAIIO.

Mo B HEOYMEHHH ITOCMOTpEI Ha Merru:

— Jla Tb1 ¢ yma couuta! IMEHHO OT 3TOro BCe HAlllM HEMPUSATHOCTH.

— 4 3Har0.

3akaB najel Mexay CTpaHuLaMu, Mo 3aKpbli KHUTY.

— [ouwnTaii Mmue, Mo! Tloxanyiicra. OquH-eIMHCTBEHHBIN pa3, — monpocuiia Merru u moao-
JIBUHYJIA K HEMY COOpHHUK CTUXOB. — JT0 MHE nofapuia dnuHop. OHa ckasaia, 4To HU4ero CTpail-
HOTO HE NMPOU30MET.

— Tak u ckazana? — Mo OTKpBLI KHUTY U NIEPEUCTHYI HECKOJIBKO XPYCTAIIUX CTPaHMIL. — A
YTO, €CIIU BCE-TAKU MPOU30UILT?

Merru nonoxuia CBOO MOAYIIKY PSIIOM C €ro.

— Te1 mpaBna npuymai, kak BunTaTh Caxkepyka o0paTHO, UM POCTO COBpai?

— bpocb, Thl Beb 3HAEIlIb, YTO sl HE YMEIO BPaTh.

— BepHo, — ynei0Hy1ace Merru. — Toraa 9o 370 3a uaes?

— 51 pacckaxy Tebe, Korna BBISCHIO, paboTaeT OHa MITH HET.

Mo Bce enie usydan kHUry DnuHop. Haxmypus 100, OH IpounTan CTpaHUUKY, IOTOM Iepe-
BEPHYJI €€ ¥ IPOYUTAII CIEAYIOUIYIO.

— Hy, noxanyiicta, Mo! — Merru noasrHysach BIUIOTHYIO K HEMY. — TOJIBKO OJTHO CTUXOTBO-
penue. Xots camoe MantoceHbkoe. [Toxanyiicra!l Panu mens!
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Mo TsxKENO B3IOXHYII:

— Bcero ogno?

Merru KuBHYyIIA.

[IIym mamuH 1aBHO cTUX. MUp 3a OKHaMU MPUTAWICS, CIOBHO MOTBIJIEK B KOKOHE, YTOObI
YTPOM NPOOYIANUTHCS K HOBOW KHU3HU.

— Yuraii e, Mo! — nporoopuiia Merru.

W oH 3an0oyHAI TUILIKMHY CI0BaMU. [[ITMHHBIE 1 KOPOTKHE, OCTPEHBKUE U MATKHE, MyPJIbIUY-
LIME€ U BOPKYIOIIWE, OHU, TOAYUHSAACH €T0 TOJIOCY, OXOTHO CJIETaJd CO CTPAHMII, TAHLEBAIH 10
KOMHATE, PUCOBAJIM KapTHUHBI U3 [IBETHOIO CTEKJIA U IekoTanu Merru mero. Mx sxo pasznaBanocs
JlaKe TI0CJIe TOTo, KaKk OHa 3a1peMana 1 Mo 3akpei1 KHUTY. BommeOHbIe ciioBa moKasaiu el Mup
C TEMHOH M CO CBETJIOM CTOPOHBI M OIPaJWId €€ OT AYPHBIX CHOBUAECHHH. DTOi HOoubto Merru
CHUJIOCH TOJIBKO XOPOIIIEE.

YTpom oHa MPOCHYJNACh OT MIOPOXa KPBUILEB: HA CIMHKE KPOBATH CHJIETIA MITULIA, TaKas ke
OpaHKEBO-KpacHasi, Kak JIyHa MPOUUION HOYbK. Merru momneitTanach €e noimMarh, HO Ta BCIIOPX-
HyJIa ¥ TIOJJIeTeNa K OKHY: €€ MaHWIO roiyooe He6o. [ITuia cHoBa i cHOBa OMIach O MPO3pPAYHOL
CTEKJIO, ITOKa MO €€ HE BBIMYCTHIL.

— Hy uTto, Bce emie xo4enb Tak yMeTb? — CIPOCKII OH, TTOKa Merru nmpoBokajia B3IIISIOM
MCYE3aBIIYIO B CHHEBE HEOA KPACHYIO TOUKY.

— HeBeposiTHO kpacuBas nTuna! — ckasana oHa.

— Jla, HO moHpaBuTCA K € 31ech? — Bo3pasua Mo. — U kTo Teneps okaszaics TaM, OTKyaa
OHa npuobLUIa?

C >TUMU CI0BaMH OH BBIIIEI, YTOOBI OTIATUTH CYET 3a OTEeJb, @ MErTu octaiach CUACTh y
okHa. OHa BCIIOMHMJIA, KAKOE€ CTUXOTBOPEHHE MO HOYBIO YUTA TIOCICAHUM, B3sIa C TyMOOYKH
KHHUTY |, IPEOJI0JIEB COMHEHHUSI, paCKphLIa ee.

Tam mponka muxoHeuxko cxooum Ha Hem,
Jlopozca suona edanexe,

Tam mpaska cepebpsno, msazko orecmum,
IlypnypHoe connye mam spko copum

U nynnas nmuya ycmasuwias cnum

Ha msamuom cxeo3nom semepie.

Merru menorom npousHecia ciosa lllena CunpBepceraiina, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 HUKaKas JIyHHAst

NITUIIA HE CJIETENIa CO CBETHIIbHUKA. A 3arax mepevyHoi MAThl Merru, ckopee BCero, mpocTo BOOO-
pasuna.
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deHONMo

Bvi npo memns nuueeo He 3Haeme, eciu He HUMANU KHUICKU HOO
naseanuem «llpuxnouenus Toma Cotiepay, HO 9mo He 6eda. Imy KHUNCKY
Hanucan mucmep Mapx Teen u, ¢ obwem, He ouenv Hagpan. Koe-umo on
NPUCOYUHUT, HO, 8 00WeM, He MAK Yic Hagpan. Imo Huuezo. A ewje ne auoan
Makux niooeu, Ymoowvl co8cem He 8PaU...

Mapk Teen. Ipukniouenus Iekavoeppu @unna’

Korna Mo u Merru Boiu u3 orens, Caxxepyk ¢ @apuaoM yxe KJald UX Ha MapKOBKE.
Han oxpecTHbIMU XOIMaMU HaBHCAJIM JIOKJEBble 0Onaka. 3HOMHBIM BETEp MEAJIEHHO THAN UX K
MOpPI0. DTUM YTPOM BCE Ka3aJoCh CEPbIM, Jaxke spKHe JOMUKH U LBETyIIHe KycTbl. Mo moexain
B 3aI1a/IHOM HANpaBJIEHUH IO TOM ke MpUOpPEKHOM Jopore, Mo KoTopoil DiauHop Besna Merru ¢
Caxepyxkom B niepeBHI0 KanpukopHa. Torna oHa pacckasbiBaia, 4TO 3Ta JIOpora MpoJIoyKeHa elle
PUMIISIHAMH.

[To neByto pyKy Ha IpOTSKEHUH BCETO IMyTH BHIHEIACh BOJHAS [V1a/1b 10 CAMOI'0 TOPU30HTA,
U JIMIIb U3PEJKa OHA CKpbIBajach 3a JoMaMu U JiepeBbsiMu. Ho ceroqus mope He kazanoch Merru
TaKUM IPUBJIEKATENIbHBIM, KaK B JIeHb, KOrJ1a OHU ¢ DIHOP U CaxepyKoM BIIEpBbIE YBUAEIU 3TOT
nerzax. BomHbel MaTOBO OTpaskaiu cepoe HE0O, a TprOO0i MEHUIICS, CIOBHO IpsA3HAasi MbUIbHAS BOAA.
Merru Bce yaile JJoBuiIa ce0st Ha MBICIIH, YTO CMOTPUT BIIPABO — HA XOJIMBIL. [ J1e-To TaM npuTauniach
nepesHs Kanpukopra. OiHaXKIbI €1 1ake MOKa3aJioCh, YTO B TEMHOM BITaIMHE METTbKHYIIA OJieTHas
nepkoBHas OamrHs. Cep/rie 3a0MI0Ch CUIIbHEE, HECMOTPSI Ha TO YTO OHA MOHKUMAJIA: 3TO HE MOXKET
ObITh IepkoBb Kampukopna. Ho BocmomuHanue 0 6€CKOHEUHOM OTy>KIaHUH MO 3apOoCiisiM ObLIO
€I11€ CIIMILIKOM HBO.

Mo Ben MamMHy HaMHOTO ObICTpee, YeM OOBIYHO: BUAMMO, €My HE TEpIeNoch CKopee
noOparbcs 10 Mecta. He MeHbIlIe yaca OHM exaiu o IpUOpeKHOMY I1I0CCE, a 3aTEM CBEPHYJIN Ha
y3KyI0 U3BWIIMCTYIO0 Jopory. OHa Besla cCHadajia 4epes JAO0JIHMHY, 3aCTPOCHHYIO CEPhIMU JIOMaMH, a
IIOTOM Y€pe3 XOJIMbI, TYCTO YCesTHHbIE TEIUTMIAaMHU. 11 3aIIUThI OT COJTHIA UX CTEKJIa MOOeTHIn
u3BecThblo. Ho ceronns connua He Obuto. Kornma nopora noiia B ropy, ¢ 00eMX CTOpOH HaKOHEL
M0Ka3ajach 3€JeHb: MOCTPONKN CMEHUINCH AUKUMU MOJISTHAMU, a BJI0JIb OOOUYMHBI CTOSUIA OJIMB-
KOBBbIE JlepeBbs. Kaxaplil pa3, noexas 10 pa3Buiku, Mo aocraBaji KapTy, KOTOPYIO IPEIyCMOT-
PUTENIBHO KYNUJ B ropojie. B KoHIle KOHIIOB OHU 100panuch O JEPEBHU C HYKHBIM Ha3BaHUEM.

Omna ObL1a cOBCEM KpOII€YHasl: IUIOIIAJ(b, HE OObIlE JI0KUHBI JOMOB U LIEPKOBb, OUYEHb
noxoxkast Ha 1epkoBb KanpukopHa. Merru Bbllljia U3 MalllMHbBI U JTaJ€KO BHU3Y YBHJIENA MODE.
B 3TOT macMypHBIi J€Hb OHO CHJIBHO BOJIHOBAJIOCH: TPEOEHIKU MEHbI OBLIN Pa3iuurMBbl Jaxke
Ha TakoM OOJIbIIOM paccTosHUU. Mo mpunapkoBajics Ha IUIOIIAJM BO3JIE MaMSATHUKA >KEpPTBaM
JIBYX MPOLIENIINX BOWH. J{71s1 Takoil MaeHbKOM JepeBHHU 5KE€PTB OBLJIO MHOTO: B CITUCKE MOTHOIINX
Merru HacuuTasa HOYTH CTOJIBKO € UMEH, CKOJIBKO IOMOB B CEJICHHH.

Mo notsHysCs K aBTOMOOMIBHOMY 3aMKY, HO CakepyK KpUKHYI:

— Mokenib He 3aKpbIBaTh — sl IPUCMOTPIO 32 MAIIMHOM!

OH npUBBIYHBIM JIBUKEHHEM 3a0pOCHII 3a TUIEYO PIOK3aK, HaJiell Ha 3aclaHHoro [ BuHa moso-
JIOK U YCTPOMJICS Ha CTYNEHbKaX MaMsTHUKA. Dapuj Moiya cen psaaoM ¢ HUM, a Merru nouuia
BMecTe ¢ Mo.

— He 3a0yap, uto Thl 00eman HUUero eMy o000 MHE He paccka3biBaTh! — KpukHya Caxxepyk
UM BJIOTOHKY.

o [Tepeson H. [dapysec.
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— SI nomuro! — orBeTHI Mo.

Merru orsiHynack 1 3aMmetuia, 4yto apua cHoBa Urpaet co cnuykaMu. OH yKe Hay4duiIcs
TYIIUTH OTOHEK pTOM, HO CakepyK Bce paBHO 3a0pait y Hero KopoOok, u @apu 1 rpyCTHO yCTaBHIICS
Ha CBOM IYCTHIE JIAJIOHHU.

N3-3a npodeccun otiia Merru 4acto MpUXOAWIIOCh BCTPEYATh CaMbIX Pa3HbIX JIOOUTENEH
KHUT: OIHU UX MPOAABAJIU, IpyrHue coOupany, TpeThU U3AaBalii, a HHble, Kak Mo, He JaBanu KHU-
ram paccoinarscs. Ho oHa elie Hu pa3y He BHJiesa 4eJI0BEeKa, KOTOPBIM nucan KHUTu. Merru gaxe
HE 3HaJa, KaK 30ByT HEKOTOPBIX aBTOPOB €€ JIIOOMMBIX UCTOPHIi, HE TOBOPS YK O TOM, KaK OHU
BbINIAAAT. OHa BCEra CONpUKacanach TOIbKO C BOZHUKABIIMMU U3 CJIOB IEPCOHAKaMU M HUKOTTIA
C T€MH, KTO X npuaymai. Mo Obul mpaB: yalle BCEro KakeTcsl, YTO MUCATENb AABHO YMEp WIIH,
B KpaliHEM cily4ae, O4€Hb-04€Hb cTap. Ho npo yenoBeka, OTKPBIBIIEIO UM JBEPH IIOCIIE TOTO, KaK
Mo nBa/1bl MO3BOHWI, HEJIb3s OBLJIO CKa3aTh HU TOrO HU Apyroro. KoHeuHo, oH ObL1 B BO3pacTe:
C BHJy HE MEHBIIIE IECTUACCATH JIeT. Merru ga)ke Ha3Bana Obl €ro MOKUIIBIM, HO HUKAaK HE JAPSX-
abIM. JInIo, Kak y depernaxu, ObljI0 HCHEIPEHO NTyOOKMMHI MOPIIMHAMH, 3aTO B YEPHOTE BOJIOC
He OBLJI0O HU MaJIeHIIIero HaMeKa Ha ceNHY (M03kKe BBISICHIIIOCH, YTO OH MX KpacuT). PazBaiimHou
nycarelb, 0eccropHo, He ObUT: HA000POT, BBIIIET Ha TIOPOT TaK 001po, 4T0 Yy MErru OT u3yMJICHUs
JaXe Mponas 1ap pedu.

CrnaBa 6ory, Mo He pacTepsics U CIIPOCHIT:

—Tl'ocnogun ®enonuo?

— Yt0 BaM yrogHo? — HEJJOBEPUMBO CHPOCHUII TOT, U MOPIIMHBI HA €0 HEMPUBETIMBOM JIULIE
CTalu eule r1y0oke, HO Ha TOCTS 3TO HE MPOU3BEI0 HUKAKOTO BIIEYATIICHHUS.

— Memns 30ByT Moptumep ®onbxapt, — BEXIMBO npeacrasuica Mo, —a 31o mos 104b Merru.
S 3neck U3-3a OQHOM Ballleld KHUTH.

TyT Ha mopor BHICKOYMJI MaJICHbKUN MaJIB4MK JIET MSITH, a 32 HUM B JIBEPHOU MPOEM BBICY-
HYJIach JIeBoYKa. JleTr MpUHSIIUCH C TF0OOTBITCTBOM pacCMaTpUBaTh HE3HAKOMIIEB.

— [IMnmno BBIKOBBIPSI MIOKONAA U3 IMUPOra, — IPOIIENTaaa MAJIbIIIKa, ¢ TPEBOIOM NI Ha
Mo.

OH eil TOAMUTHYJ, U OHA, XUXUKHYB, CIIPSITAJIach 3a CIIMHY HEJ0OpOXKeIaTeIbHO HaCTPOEH-
Horo denomnmo.

—Becb moxonazn? —npoBopyait oH. — CKaXu 3TOMY HETOJHUKY, UTO 5 ceiiuac npuy 1 yCTpOoIo
eMy B30YUKy.

KusnyB, neBouka ¢ pagoctbio nodexaina cooduars [Iunmo mioxyro HOBOCTb, TEM BPEMEHEM
MaJICHbKHI MaJIBuuK 00xBatui Hory dDeHomnuo.

— Peus 0 «HepHuinbHOM cepale», — YBEPEHHO NMPORoJKUI Mo. — Bel Hanucanu ero J1aBHO,
Y CElYac KHUTY, YBbI, HEBO3MOXXHO HUTJIEC HAWTH.

Merru BocxuIanack TEM, YTO MPadHbIi B3IV UcaTens He cOuBaia Mo ¢ TOJIKy.

— Tax BoT B uem neno. Hy u dero Bbl xoTuTe? — GEHOINO CIOXKHUI PYKH HA TPYIHU.

CrneBa OT HEro CHOBa MOSIBUJIACH JIEBOYKA U MPOLLIENTANA:

— IIunmo copsrancs.

— DT0 eMy He NMOMOXKeT, — cka3an deHonuno. — S ero Bce paBHO Haidy.

JleBOYKa MIMBITHYJIa OOPAaTHO B IOM U CTaja TPOMKO 3BaTh MIOXUTHTENS IIOKOJIAA.

®enonno cHoBa obparuics k Mo:

—Yto Bam HyxHO? Ecnu xoTuTe 3a7aTh MHE KaKue-HUOY/Ib XUTPbIE BOIIPOCHI PO KHUTY, TO
BbI 3ps IpUexaiu. Y MeHs Ha 3TO HeT BpeMeHU. M BooO11ie, Kak Bbl CaMU 3aMETHJIIH, C TEX MOpP Kak
s €€ HaIllMCaJI, IPOIIA YK 11eJ1ast BEHHOCTb.

— Her, s mpuexan croga He 3a 3TuM. Bee, 4To 51 X04y 3HaTh: OCTAJIUCh JIM Y BaC €IE dK3EM-
TUISIPBI ATOW KHUTH U HE TIPOJAIUTE JI Bbl MHE OJIUH.

B3rmsan ctapyika HEMHOTO CMATYHIICS.
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— CMoTpu-Ka, KHUTA, ITOXOXKE, 3a/ie71a Bac 3a ®KuBoe. MHE 3TO JbCTUT. XOTH... — OH CHOBa
HaxMypuicsi. — Bbl BeZlb HE OMH M3 TEX CyMacIlEAlINX, YTO TOHSIOTCS 3a PEIKUMU KHUTaMU
TOJILKO ITIOTOMY, YTO OHH peiKHue?

Mo ynbIOHYyNCS:

— Hert! I xouy ee nmpo4yuTark, NpOCTO IPOUYUTATH.

DeHOoIMOo onepcs PyKol 0 KOCSK U IPUHSIICS pacCMaTpuBaTh IOM HAaIIPOTHUB, KaK OyTO Xk /1adl,
YTO TOT BOT-BOT PyXHET. YJIOUKa, Ha KOTOPOH OHU CTOSIH, OblJIa TAaKOW Y3KOi, 4TO eciu 061 Mo
BBITSIHYJI PYKH, TO CMOT OBI JOTSIHYTHCS IO IOMOB I10 00€ €€ CTOpOHBI. MHOTHE ToMa, KaK B IEPEBHE
Kamnpukopna, 0bU1M TOCTPOEHBI U3 IECOYHO-CEPHIX HEOTECAHHBIX KAMHEH, 3aT0 MOJ] CBEKEBbIKpa-
IIEHHBIMHM CTaBHSIMU W Ha JIECTHMIIAX BHUCEIM TOPUIKU C LiBeTaMU. Bozne ogHOro noma crosia
KOJISICKA, BO3JI€ IPYTOro — MOTIE, @ U3 OTKPBITHIX OKOH JJOHOCHIINCH rojoca. Merru nogymaia, 4to
nepeBHst KanpukopHa koria-To, HaBEpHOE, BBIIVISAEIA TaK Ke.

MuMo HUX ITpoLLIa CTapyllIKa U OKMHYJIA HE3HAKOMIIEB HEJOBEPUMBBIM B3I 10M. DEHOIHO,
KMBHYB, KOPOTKO IT03/I0POBAJICS U MOA0XKAAIL, IOKA OHA CKPOETCsI 3a 3€JICHON IBEPBIO CBOET0 JIOMA.

— 3Hauut, «UepHunbHOE cepale», — nporoBopui oH. — Crapas ucropusi. CTpaHHO, YTO BbI
MHTEPECYETECh UMEHHO 3TOM KHUIOM.

Ha nopor BepHynace geBouka, notsiHyna @eHonno 3a pykasB U YTO-TO MpOLIENTAlIa EMY Ha
yxo. Ha yepenambem iuiie mosiBUIIach yiueioka. TakuM OHO HPAaBHIIOCH MerTH ropasno OosbIe.

— Ha, Ilayna, oH Bcerma taMm npsdercs, — Tuxo ckazan @enonuo. — [locoBeTyil eMmy HailTh
KaKoe-HUOYb IPYTO€ YKPBITHUE.

[lepen Tem kak yoexars, IEBOYKA €IIE Pa3 ¢ MHTEPECOM B3IIIsIHYIa Ha MerrH.

— Hy, xopoimo, naBaiite yist Hagana BonaeM, — ckazan deHonno, MaxHyin pyKou, 4To0bl OHU
CJIEIOBAJIM 32 HUM, U, XpOMasi, IOTOMY YTO MaJIbYMK BUCEJ HA €ro HOre, Kak MaJleHbKasi 00€3bsHKa,
nouien B oM. [Ipoiias yepes y3kui TEMHbBIN KOPUIOP, OH pacnaxHyJsl ABEpb Ha KyxHI0. Ha crone
CTOsU1 pacTep3aHHblil nupor. Kopnunesast kopouka Obuia Bes B IbIPKax, KaK U3TPhI3EHHbBIN YEPBAMU
KHWKHBIN TIEPEIIET.

— [Munmno! — B3pesen denonno, 1 Merru B3aporHyna, XoTst ObUla HU B YEM HE BUHOBaTa. —
51 3Ha10, YTO THl MEHS CIIBIIHUIIL. TaK BOT, KaK TOJBKO BbII/IECIb, MHE IIPUJIETCS 3aBA3aTh TBOU
II0KOJIa/IHbIE MAJIBLBI Y3JI0M, YTOObI OHU OOJIBLIE HE JBIPSBUIM MUPOTH, SICHO?

W3 mkada psmoM ¢ XOIOIMIBHUKOM MOCIBIIIANOCh XUXUKaHbe. DEHOMNOo OTIoMMI cebe
KyCOY€K MPOJBIPSABICHHOIO MUPOTa U cKa3a:

— INayna, yrocTu A€BOYKY, €CJIM €€ HE CMYIIAIOT JBIPKU.

[Tayna BpuI€3I1a M3-1107 CTOJIA U BOIIPOCUTENIBHO ITOCMOTpEIIa Ha Merrn.

— COBEpIIEHHO HE CMYILNAIOT, — OTBETHJIA Ta, U JIEBOUYKA OFPOMHBIM HOXKOM OTpe3aja OT
IIMpOra TaKoM k€ OTPOMHBIN KyCOK U ITOJIO’KMJIA €r0 Ha CKaTepTh nepea Merru.

— [Iunmno, naii-ka Tapenky ¢ po3oukaMu, — ckazan OeHonIno, U U3 1Kada BbICYyHYIach BbIMa-
3aHHas B LIOKOJIAJIE PyKa.

Merru ycnena noaxBaTUTh TapesKy, MPEXk/Ie YeM Ta BBICKOJIb3HYIIA U3 PYKH, U MOJIOKKIIA Ha
Hee CBOM KyCOK IIUpora.

— Xotute Toxke? — crpocust Denonuo y Mo, Ha uto Mo oTBETHI:

— 51 661 X0TeN yBUAETH KHUTY. — OH OBbLI JOBOJIBHO ONEJEH.

Co crnoBamu «Puxko, noumum cebe apyroe aepeBo» OEHOTNO OTHEMHIT OT HOTH MaJICHBKOTO
MaJIbuMKa U cell. 3aTeM OH 3aJyMUYUBO NOCcMOTpen Ha Mo u npousHec:

— K coxxanennro, s He MOT'y BaM €€ AaTb. Y MEHS HE OCTaJIOCh HU OJHOIO 3K3eMIursipa. Mx
yKpaJid, BC€ 10 €AMHOTO. Sl O0KII UX OPTaHU3aTOpaM BbICTABKU CTapbIX IETCKUX KHUT B [ eHye.
Cpenu HUX OBLIO /1Ba CIIELUATIbHBIX U3AHUS C YYIE€CHBIMHU WILTIOCTPALUSIMU, IPUYEM Ha OJJHOM
ObL1a TapCTBEHHAs HAAMKCh Xy10’KHUKA, [IOTOM JBE KHIDKKH C IOMETKaMH MOUX JIeTeil (1 Bcerna
IPOCKJ UX TOJYEPKUBAThH TIOHPABUBILKECS MECTA) U MOM JIMUHBIN 3Kk3eMIuLsip. Bee ykpanu. Yepes
JIBA JIHA MIOCJI€ OTKPBITHSI BBICTABKH.
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Mo nipoBen pyKo# 1O JIMILY, CIOBHO XOTEJ CTEPETh pa304uapOBaHUE:

— Ykpanu! Hy koHeuHo.

— Koneuno? — mepecnpocun ®enonuo, npuinypus riasza. — MHTepecHo, nouemy? Bol
JOJOKHBI MHE OOBACHUTH. Sl Bac HE OTIIYIILY, [TI0Ka Bbl HE PaCCKa)KeTe, I0YEMY HILETE UMEHHO 3Ty
KHUTY. [IHaye s HaTpaBitoO HA BAaC E€TEl, U BaM MaJjlo HE MMOKaKETCH.

Mo nonbITancs yaplOHYThCSI, HO Yy HETO HUYero He Bhllwio. [loMonyas, oH ckazan:

— Moro KHUTY TOXE YKpaJH, U 3TO TOKE ObUT 0COOEHHBIN IK3EMILIIAD.

— HeBeposiTHO. — @EHOMMO MOAHSIT JIOXMaTble OPOBH, TIOXO)KHE HA BOJOCATHIX TYCEHHUII. —
JlaBaiiTe, paccka3bIBaliTe BCE.

Ha ero nuie He 0CTanoch ¥ TEHU BPaXXIEOHOCTH — TENEph OHO BBIPAXKAaJIO TOJIBKO JIFOOOTBIT-
cTBO. B m1azax ®enonno Merru npounTasna 3HAKOMYIO €l HEYTOJIMMYIO JKaKy HOBBIX UCTOPHH,
KOTOpas 0A0JIEBAJIA €€ MPH BUJE KAKIOW HENPOUYNTAHHOW KHUTH.

— Jla paccka3biBarh B 001eM-To Hedero. — [1o romocy Mo Merru moHsuia, 9To oH He cobupa-
€TCsl TOBOPUTH CTApUKY BCIO MpaBay. — S pecTaBpUpyr0 KHUTU U HA 3TO KUBY. MHOTO JIeT Ha3as s
HATKHYJICS Ha Ballly KHUTY B OyKHHUCTHYECKOM Mara3mHe, XOTeJ €€ 3aHOBO MEPETUIECTH U POJIaTh,
HO OHa MHE TaK IOHPABWJIACh, YTO s €€ OCTaBWI. A HEJIAaBHO KHUTY yKpasd. S meiTancs KynuTh
HOBYI0, HO He cMor. Toraa noapyra, KOTopasi yMeeT 10CTaBaTh pEAKUE KHUTH, I0COBETOBAIA MHE
00paTuThCsl HEMOCPEACTBEHHO K aBTOpy. OHa e Jana MHe Balll ajpec. BoT s u npuexai.

DEeHOIHNO CTPIXHY CO CTOJIa HECKOJIBKO KPOILEK U YBEPEHHO ITPOU3HEC!

— IIpexpacHo, HO 3TO HE BCS UCTOPUSL.

— YT0 BBI XOTUTE ITUM CKa3aTh?

Crapuk cMoTpen B m1aza Mo 70 Tex nop, Ioka TOT He MepeBe B3I Ha Y3KO€ KyXOHHOE
OKOIIIKO.

— 51 Xouy cka3arb, UTO y MEHS HIOX Ha MHTEPECHBIE UCTOPUH, 51 UX 3a KMJIOMETP 4yl0, TaK
YTO HE MBITAUTECh OT MEHS HUYETO CKPBITh. BhIKIaAbIBaiiTE. 32 3TO MOTYyUYUTE KyCOUYEK UYyI€CHOTO
JBIPSIBOTO MUpPOTa.

[Tayna 3a6panace @eHOINO HA KOJICHU U CYHYJIa TOJIOBY eMy ToJl oa0opoiok. BnBoem oHun
BBDKMAAroNIE ycTaBwinch Ha Mo. Ho Mo nokagait ronoBou:

— Her, nymato, He cTouT. Bce paBHO BBl HE IOBEPUTE HU OJHOMY MOEMY CIIOBY.

— O, 51 Bepro B camble HEBEPOSTHBIE Beln! — Bo3pazui PeHonuo, orpesas Mo Kycok nupora. —
S moBepro 000 KcTOpHH, JIUITH OBI OHA OBLTA XOPOIIIO paccKas3aHa.

Tyt aBepna mkaga NpUOTKPHIIACH, MATBYUK BBICYHYJ OTTY/Ia TOJIOBY U CIIPOCHIL:

—YT0 TaM C MOUM Haka3zaHuem?

Cyns 1o moKoJa HbIM Mmasbliam, 3To Obut [Tumnmo.

— ITo3zxe, — orBeTnn @enonumo. — Celiuac s 3aHAT.

[Tunmo BbLIE3 U3 MIKada U pa30yapOBaHHO 3aXHBIKAI:

— Tol oOemaln 3aBs3aTh MHE TAJIBIIBI Y3JIOM.

— XOTh IBOWHBIM, XOTb MOPCKHUM, JaK€ aJIbITUHUCKON 0a00UYKON 3aBsIKY, €CIHM MOXKEIACIIb.
Ho noz:xe. CHauana s BeICIyLIa0 OHY UCTOpUIO. Tak 4To MoKa MOKellb elie mo0e300pa3HuYaTh.

OO0mxeHHO HaAyB I'yObl, [Iunmo Beien B KOPUAODP, U MAJIEHBKUN MaJIbuMK YCKaKal 3a HUM.

Mo Bce e1ie Mo4al, BOAs MajbLEM IO IIEPOXOBATON CTOJIEIIHULIE U CMaXKBas ¢ He€ KPOLIKU
oT nupora. HakoHel oH BbIIaBUII U3 cedsi:

— OTa UcTOpHUsl CBA3aHa C YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPOMY s 00€lal HUYEro HE pacCKa3bIBaTh.

— «Ilmoxoe obemanre HE CTAHET JIY4IE, €CIIH €ro CAepkKarb», — 3asBmi1 Denonuno. — Ilo
KpaifHel Mepe, TaKk HalMCaHo B OIHOM U3 MOUX JIIOOMMBIX KHIKEK.

— 51 He 3Hal0, TUI0X0€ TO OOEIIaHNE WIH HET, — cKa3asl Mo, TSKEIO B3I0OXHYB, U yCTaBUJICS
B IIOTOJIOK, CJIOBHO HaJlesyIcsl HAalTH TaM oTBeT. — Hy Xopolio, st BaM pacckaxy, Ho, koraa Caxepyk
y3HAET, OH MEHsI YObeT.
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— Caxepyk? OmHaXIbI 5 1aJ]l TAKOE UM TIEPCOHAXKY. BermoMHMIT: 3TO OBLT Tprokad u3 «Yep-
HIWIBHOTO cepaia»! B mpennocnenneil mase mpuuioch €ro yOuTb, 1 MHE OBUIO €ro Tak KaJko,
YTO 51 1aXKe MJIaKadl.

Merru 4yTh HE MONEPXHYJachb MUPOIOM, KOTOPBIM TOJBKO YTO OTKycHsa, HO DeHONIHo
HUYETO HE 3aMETHJI U CTIOKOMHO TPOIOJIKUIL:

— 51 penko yOMBaro CBOMX MEPCOHAXKEH, HO MHOTA TO-APYroMy Helb3st. ONMUCHIBaTh CICHBI
CMEPTU HE TaK-TO IMPOCTO: YACTO OHM IOJIYHAIOTCSl CIUIIKOM ciie3nuBbiMU. Ho criieHoit cmeptu
Caxxepyka st ocTaJics IOBOJICH.

Merru nosepHynacs K Mo ¥ COKpYIIEHHO CIIPOCHIIA:

— On ymper? Tol yTO... 3Ha1 00 3TOM?

— Koneuno, Merru. Sl npounTan KHUTY 0 KOHIIA.

— Ho nouemy Tbl eMy He CKaXKeIllb?

— OH He X0UeT 3TOro 3HarTh.

DeHoMHOo ¢ JI00ONBITCTBOM CIEAMI 3a UX IMAJIOroM, HO ObUIO BUJIHO, YTO OH HU CJIOBAa HE
MOHUMAET.

— Kto ero yonet? — cipocuiia Merru. — bacra?

— Ax, bacra! — ®eHonuno ycMexHyIcs, U KakJasi €ero MOpPUIMHKA HAIlOJHUIIACh CAMOJIOBOJIb-
cTBOM. — OJIMH U3 JY4IIMX HETOASIEB, KOTOPBIX s Korna-nubo nmpuaymbiBai. Hactosmumii 6emensiit
nec. Ho no apyroro moero 3nozest — Kanpukopaa — emy nanexo. bacta paau Hero rotoB BbIpBaTh
cebe cepaue, Ho KanpukopHy uysxbl Takue cTpactd. OH HUYETO HE YYyBCTBYET, BOOOIIIE HUYETO.
Jlaxxe coOCTBEHHAs JKECTOKOCTh HE JIOCTABISIET eMy pafocTu. [la, oTpuiiareabHble IEPCOHAXKH B
«YUepHUIBHOM Cep/iLie» MHE ONpPEAETIeHHO yaanuch. B34tk XoTs 661 cobaky Kanpukopha. S HazBan
ee TeHb, XOTs 17151 TAKOTO YyJOBHILA 3TO, KOHEYHO, CIIMIIKOM 0€300uAHAs KINYKA.

— Tenn? — mpomrenTtana Merru. — 910 oHa yoseT Caxkepyka?

— Her-Her, mpoctu, s coBceM 3a0bL1 po TBOW Bonpoc. Eciiv s HaunHai roBOPUTH O CBOMX
NepcoHaXkax, T0 He Mory ocraHoButhbcs. Her, Caxxepyka yOweT omun u3 mroneir Kanpukopha.
JymemunarensHas cueHa. Y Caxepyka ecTb pydHas KyHUIA, U HA HEE ¢ HOXKOM HarajgaeT Moi-
pyuHblii KanpukopHa, KOTOpBIi 1I0OUT yOUBaTh MaleHbKUX KUBOTHBIX. Toraa Caxepyk nblTaeTcs
CIaCTH CBOETO IyIIUCTOTO JpyTra U MOTHOALT.

Y Merru He Ob110 CUJI TOBOPUTH. [lymMaTh OHA TOXE HU O 4eM He Moria. B romose kpyTuiach
eAnHCTBeHHAas MbICHb: «bennbiit, HecuacTHb Caxkepyk...» Hakonerr Merru cnpocurna:

— Kto 310 cnenan — [Mnockonoc nnu Kokepens?

®eHonno ObLT B BOCTOPTE:

— CMoTpHu-Ka, Thl IOMHHUIIIb BCE UMEHA. ] MX 4acTO MPUAYMBIBAIO U TYT ke 3a0bIBalo.

— Hu ToT HU npyroi, Merru, — nepe6un ero Mo. — B kaure yoOuiina naxe He Ha3BaH. 3a [ Bu-
HOM OXOTHTCS Lienast opaBa noApyuHbix Kanpukopna. OnuH U3 HUX HaHOCUT yaap. OH, HaBepHOE,
1o cux nop nomxunaer Caxepyka.

— To ectb xak — nomxkuaaer? — ynusuics GeHonuno.

— Oto0 oTBparuTenpHo! — paccepamiack Merru. — S paga, yTo He cTajia YUTaTh AAJIBIIIE.

— Tr1 0 ueM? O moeii kaure? — cipocust PeHOINO OOUKEHHBIM TOHOM.

— Ha, o Heit! — pe3ko orBeTmina Merru u nosepHynach k Mo. — A uro ¢ Kanpukoprom? Kto
yobeT ero?

— Huxro.

— Hukro?

Merru Tak ocyxaarolie nocmorpena Ha @eHonno, YTo TOT OT CMYILEHUSI IPUHSIICS TEPETh
CBOM OOJIBIION HOC.

—Yro ThI TaK CMOTpPHILIB? — BCIIbUINI OH. — [1a, 5 mo3Bonni emy yiTu. OH OIMH U3 MOUX JIy4-
mmx 3noneeB. C Kakoi craTti MHE ero yousath? B peaslbHOCTH Tak M OBIBA€T: KECTOKHE YOUNIIBI
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YXOIAT OT MPaBOCYAUS U KUBYT CHACTIIMBO JI0 KOHIIA CBOUX JAHEH, a XOpOUIHE, JaXKe caMmble JTyd-
1IMe oM ymuparoT. TakoBa xu3Hb. [loueMy B KHUTaX AOJKHO OBITH MO-pyromy?

— A xak xe bacta? On urto, TO)Xe ocTaercs *K1UB? — BO3MyTHIaCh Merri.

Ona BciomHmia, kak ®apua y xuwxunel ckazain: «[louemy Bbl ux He yobeTe? OHU-TO C HAMU
UMEHHO 9TO COOMPAIIUCH CIIENATh!»

— bacra Toxe octaercs )kxuB, — 0TBeTUI PeHOIMNO. — 5 Torna HOCUIICS C UIeel Hanucarhb Npo-
JoJbKeHne «YepHUIIBHOTO Cep/ilia, U 3TU JIBO€ HEIPEMEHHO J0JIKHBI ObUIM TaM MPUCYTCTBOBATD.
S ropauncsa umu! Jla, Tens ToXke HEIIOXO MOIYYUIIaCh, JaXKe XOPOIIIO, HO CUJIIbHEE BCETO S MPH-
BSI3BIBAIOCH K YEJIOBEYECKUM IIEPCOHAKaM. 3HACIIb, €CITU OBl ThI MEHS CIIPOCHIIA, KEM s OOJIbIIe
ropawics — bacroit nim KanpukopHowm, — s ObI HE 3HaJ, 9TO TeOe OTBETHTH!

Mo 3ayMunBO OCMOTPEN B OKHO, a IOTOM MOBEpHYJICA K DEHOINO U CIPOCHUII:

— A BbI OBl XOTE€IM C HUMU BCTPETUTHCSA?

— C kem? — He TIOHSUT BONIPOCa MUCATENb.

— C Kanpuxopsaom u bacroii.

—Yro Bel! Ynacu 6or! — deHonno Tak TpoMKo paccMmestics, uto [1aymna B3aporuyna u 3akpbiia
€My pOT PyKOM.

— A BOT MBI C HUIMH BCTPETHIINCH, — ycTalio nporosopuil Mo. — S, Merru u Caxepyxk.
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dPanbLNBLIN KOHEL,

Paccra3zvl, pomansl u CKazKu ROXOH#CU HA HCUBBIX CYULECTNE, A MONCEN,
OHU U 8 CAMOM Oelle Jicugble. Y HUX eCtb 2071064, HO2U, HO UX HCULAM medem
KpO8b, a ewje OHU HOCAM 00excdy, CO8CeM KAK AH00U.
3. Kecmuep. Imunb u colujuxu

[Tocne Toro kak Mo pacckasai cBO0 UCTOpHI0, DEHOINO HA0NTO MOTPY3UJICS B MOJTYAHHE.
[Tayna naBHo ynuia k [Iunno u Puko. Merru ciblimana, Kak OHH, FPOMKO KPU4Ya U CMEACh, UTPAIIH
Ha BTOPOM 3Taske: MPbIraii, Oeraiy U KaTalauch 10 AePEBIHHBIM MOI0OBUIIaM. Ho Ha KyXHe TUIIIHHY
HapyLIaiao TOJbKO TUKAHbE HACTEHHBIX YaCOB.

— A y Hero Ha nuue ecth mpamsl oT?.. Hy, Bbl 3HaeTe, — cnpocust @eHomnuo.

Mo KHBHYIIL

— bacra nope3an emy nu1o, mOTOMY 4YTO UM HPAaBWJIACh OJIHA U Ta K€ JeBylIKa. — DeHonno
CTPSAXHYJ KPOUIKH CO IITAHOB U OTBEPHYJICS K OKHY.

— Jla, g 3Ha10, — cKazaia Mo.

— @ewu 3a7€4YWIIHM PaHbl, U HA €70 JIUIIE OCTAJIOCHh TOJILKO TPY TOHKHUX IlIpaMa, TPH €l1Ba 3aMeT-
HbI€ JIMHUHU, BepHO? — CTapuK NoBepHyJCA K MO U BONPOCUTEIBHO IOCMOTPEN Ha HETO.

Tot xkuBHY, 1 DeHONMO CHOBA YCTPEMMUI B3IIISA HA YIHILy. B ToMe HanmpoTuB ObLITO OTKPHITO
OKHO, ¥ OTTYJla pa3/laBajiCh KPUKH: MaTh pyraja peOeHKa.

— B Takoii cutyanuu s Obl 1OIKEH ropAUThes co00il, — mpodopmoTan PeHonno. — Kaxasiit
NUCcaTelb MEYTAET BAOXHYTh )KM3Hb B CBOMX MEPCOHAXKEN, @ MOU NIPSIMO-TAKH BBIILLIN U3 KHUXKKH!

— [Totomy uTO OTel UX BeIYUTAI, — AoOaBuiIa Merru. — OH MOXKET CAeNaTh 3TO ¢ JOBIMU
JPYTUMU IEPCOHAKAMH.

— Bepno, — kuBHYB, ckazan @eHonno. — XopoIio, 4YTo Thl MHE 00 3TOM HAIlOMHUIIA, a TO S,
4ero 100poro, BO30OMHUII ObI ce0st MaJIeHBKUM OOTOM, HE Tak Jin? MHE aJjlb, 4TO C TBOEH MaTephio
TaK MOJy4YUJIOCh. XOTs, €CITU pa3o0paThCsi, MOEH BUHBI B ’TOM HET.

— Orer1 cubHEE NMEPEKUBAET, — CKazajga Merru. — S ee mouTH HE MOMHIO.

Mo 06bL1 ynuBIIEH.

— OHo u nousaTHo. Tel TOrAa ObLTa Maamie, uem [lunmo, [Tayna u Puko, — 3agym4uBo nporo-
Bopui DeHonno, mogoias K okHy. — 51 661 0ueHb X0Ten Ha Hero mocMoTpeTh. Ha Caxepyka. Teneps
s, KOHEYHO, PACKauBaIOCh B TOM, UTO 3aCTaBUJI OCAHSTY TJIOXO KOHUUTH, HO TAKON MCXOJ MPOCTO
HanpamuBaiics. Kak nucan Hlekcnup: «Mup — cueHa, rae y BCAKOrO €CTh POJib, MOSI — TPYCTHa».

OH Bce ele TsAen B 0kHO. Ha BTopoM 3Taxke 4to-T1o pa3ommm, Ho DeHoano He 00paTuil Ha
9TO BHUMAaHHIL.

— Ckaxwure, 3T0 Ballu JeTu? — crpocuia Merru, ykaspiBasi Ha HOTOJIOK.

— CnaBa 6ory, HeT. D10 Mou BHYKH. OJHa U3 MOUX J04epel JKUBET 37IeCh JKe, B JIEPEBHE,
U OHU YacTO MPUXOJAT, YTOOBI S UM YTO-HHOYAb paccka3ai. Mou UCTOPUU TIOOUT BCSA JAEPEBHS,
HO 51 OOJIBIIIE HE XOUy UX 3alUCHIBATh, — 00BsCHUIT DEHONNO U, MOBEPHYBIIUCH K MO, CIIpoCHIT:
—I'me oH ceituac?

— Caxepyk? 5l He MOTY BaM CKa3aTh: OH HE XOYET BAC BUJECTbh.

— Korga orten pacckazan emy o Bac, OH O4eHb ucIyraics, — nobaBuna Merru, a mpo ceds
nonymana: «M Bce-taku Caxxepyk I0JIKEH y3HaTh, UTO ¢ HUM Iipousoiiner. Henpemenno. Torna on
MOMMET, UTO eMy Helnb3s Ha3aa. KoneuHo, oH Bce paBHO OyzieT TOCKOBaTh. Jlo KOHIIA CBOUX JHEM.

— S nomxen ero yBuaets! Beero pas. Heyxenu Bel He noHnmaete? — @eHOINMO yMOIIstone
nocMoTpen Ha Mo. — Sl Mory He3aMeTHO MOWTH 32 BAaMU — OH MEHsI U He y3HaeT. Bce, yero s xouy, —
3TO YAOCTOBEPUTHCS, UTO OH BBIIVISAUT TaK, KaK s ero cede mpeCcTaBIIs.

135



K. ®yHke. «YepHunbHoe cepaue»

Ha 310 Mo TONBKO ITOKa4aJI roOJI0BOM:

— Jlydie ocTaBbTE €ro B MOKOE.

— Bznop! S umero npaBo cMOTpETh Ha HETO, KOTJIa 3aX0uy, — s €ro co3jai!

— Ho notom BbI ke ero u younu, — 3ametuiia Merru.

— Huyero He nonenaemis, — pa3sen pykamu ®@enonno. — MHe Hy»eH ObUI 3aXBaThIBAIOILINN
ctoxeT. Tebe pa3Be HE HPABITCS 3aXBaTHIBAIOIITUE UCTOPUU?

— Hpassarca. Ho Toabpko ¢ XOpoImuM KOHIIOM.

— C xopouuM KoHIOM! — DEHONIMO NPE3pUTENbHO (BIPKHYI U MPUCITYIIAJICI K TOMY, YTO
IPOUCXOJNIIO HaBepXy. KTO-TO MM 4TO-TO € IpOXOTOM PYXHYJIO Ha I0JI — TOTOM pa3jasics TPOMKUN
iad. @enonno Opocuics kK aBepu. — [lomoxanure mens 3aech! S ceifuac BepHYCh, — IPOKpHYAI
OH, BbIOEXaB B KOPHIOD.

— Mo! — menHyna Merru. — TbI nomkeH Bce paccka3zarh CakepyKy, 4TOOBI OH 3HAJ, UYTO HE
MOYKET BEPHYTbHCSL.

Ho Mo nokavai ronoBoi:

— IloBeps MHE, OH 00 3TOM M CibILIIaTh HE XOUeT. S I0KHUHY pa3 MbITAJICA C HUM IOrOBO-
puth. Jlymato, npaBuibHO OyAeT cBecTu ero ¢ deHonno. MoxeT, co3aareinb OKaXeTcs AJs HEro
GOJIBIIAM aBTOPHTETOM, YEM 5, ¥ €My OH MOBepHUT. — TsKes10 B30XHYB, MO CMaxHYJI ¢ KyXOHHOTO
CTOJIa HECKOJIBKO KPOIIEK OT nupora. — B «HepHunbHOM cepie» Oblia o/IHa MILTIOCTPaIs, — Po-
00pMOTal OH U IPOBEJ JIAJ0HBIO IO CTOJIEIIHULIE, CIOBHO XOTEJ HAKOJIJIOBATh KAPTUHY MPSIMO Ha
JIEpEBE, — TaM HECKOJIBKO YKEHILMH B MBIIIHBIX MIPA3IHUYHBIX IJIAThSIX CTOST O]l apKOH BOPOT, U Y
OJTHOM TaKue 7K€ CBETJIbIE BOJIOCHI, KaK y TBOel Marepu. JIuia He BUHO — KEHILMHA OTBEPHYJIACh
OT 3pHTEIIs, HO 5 BCET/Ia MPeCTaBIsuI cede, uTo 3T oHa. Kak cumTaems, 310 — 6e3ymue?

Merru nonoxuia cBOI pyKy Ha €ro U TBEpJO cKasaa:

— Mo, obGemaii MHe, 4TO He Toenenib cHoBa B AepeBHI0! [lokamyiicra! OGemaid, 94T0 He
OyZelllb NBITaThCSl BEPHYTh KHUTY.

CexyHHas cTpeika KyXOHHBIX YaCOB OTMEPHIIa MHOKECTBO MYUYHUTEIBHO JOJITUX OTPE3KOB,
npexae yeM Mo HakoHeI] OTBETHIL.

— S obemmiaro, — THXO MPOTOBOPHII OH.

— IlocmoTpu MHe B 11a3al

Mo noaHsi ma3za Ha Merru u ene pa3 moBTOPUIL:

— O6emaro! — A morom no6aBui: — S xouy o0CcynuTh ¢ PEHONMO eIle OAHY Bellb, a TTOTOM
noeieM JIoMoi u 3abyaem o kaure. JlopoiabHa?

Merru KuBHYyJa, XOTSI U HE IOHUMAJa, YTO TYT €llle 00CyKIarhb.

DeHOoIMOo BEpHYJICS, HECS Ha CIIMHE 3aru1akanHoro [Iumnmno. JleBouka u MasbIll ¢ yIpy4eHHbIM
BUJIOM CJIEJJOBAJIU 3 JAETYIIKOM.

— JpIpok B nupore Ted€ HE XBATUJIO — HA/I0 OBLIO €lle U COOCTBEHHBIN J100 MPOABIPSIBUTH!
[Toxoxe, mopa oTnpaBUTh Bac 1oMoii! — npoBopuan PeHomnno, ycaxkusas [lunmo Ha cTyn. 3aTeM oH
JIOJITO PBUICS B OONBIIOM MIKady, HAKOHEI[ OTHICKAJ TUIACTHIPh M HE CIUIIKOM OepeXKHO HAKJICHIT
€ro Ha pa30ouThIil 100 BHYyKA.

Mo 0TOIBHHYI CTYJ U MOIHSJICS.

— 51 mepenymai: Bl BecTpeTurech ¢ CaxepyKoMm.

@DeHoMno B HEIOYyMEHUH 00EPHYJICS.

— Moxer ObITh, BaM yIacTCsl IOHECTH JI0 HETO, YTO €My HeJb3si 00paTHO, — Pa3bsCHIII CBOU
HamepeHuss Mo. — MlHaue OH MOXeT HaTBOPUTH Oor 3HaeT 4to. Jlake MOABEPrHYTh CBOIO KU3Hb
OTAaCHOCTH. .. A elle y MeHs eCTh OflHa cymaciieniias uaes. 5 061 XoTen ee ¢ BAMU OOCYIHTb.

— Bbonee cymacienimas, yem Bce TO, UTO Bbl MHE ye pacckazanu? [lo-moeMy, 3TO HEBO3-
MOXHO, Kak cuutaere? — yemexuyscs @enonno. Ero BHyku cHOBa 3a0paiich B mKag U, XUXHUKAs,
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3aKpbUIM 32 cOO0M Bepb. — Sl roTOB BhICIyIIATh Bally uiaeto. Ho npexnie s xouy BCTPETUTHCS C
Caxxepykom! — OCTaBUII yCIIOBUE MUCATETb.

Mo nocmotpen Ha Merru: B ero B3IIsfAe YUTanoch coMHeHHe. OH HE MPUBBIK HapyllaTh
oOeTaHwst ¥, O4EBUIHO, TyBCTBOBAJ CE0s IPU STOM IIPECKBEPHO. MeTrTH ero 0ueHb XOPOIIO MTOHH-
Masna.

— OH XJeT Hac Ha PHIHOYHOM TUIOLIAIU, — HEYBEpEHHO mporoBopuia Mo. — Ho cHauana s
IIOTOBOPIO C HUM CaM.

—3n1ech, Ha peIHOYHOU TToaan? — OT yauBneHuss OeHOINO MIUPOKO PacKphUI rasa. — [Ipe-
BOCXOZHO!

OH noacKouni K MaJIeHbKOMY 3€pKaily BO3JI€ KyXOHHOM JIBEpU U MPOBEI PYKOH 110 TEMHBIM
BOJIOCaM, Kak Oyaro Oosuics, uto Caxepyk MOXKET OBITh pa3odapoBaH BHEIIHHM BHIOM CBOETO
co3zaTels.

— 5l cpaenaro BUJ, UTO HE 3aMEYaro €ro, 0Ka Bbl MEHS HE II030BeTe! — BOOAYLIEBIEHHO MPO-
n3nec Penonuno. — PenieHo, Tak u caeiaem!

B mixagy Hauanace Bo3Hs. Uepe3 MUHYTY OTTyza BeIKaTuiics [Iumnmo B KypTke 10 [T U cna-
JAIOLIEH Ha Ivia3a LuLIe.

— Hy koneuno! — Bckpuuan denonno u, 3a6pae y [lumnmo nuisimy, Hamen ee Ha cedst. — S
BO3BMY C c000i1 nereii! Het HMuero MmeHee mogo3puTEIbHOTO, YEM ACIYIIKA C TPEMsI BHYKaMHU.

Mo KuBHYII 1 TOATOJKHYJI Merru K ABEpH.

ITo y3enbkoli yimouke Mo u Merru HanpaBWIMCh BHHM3, K PBIHOYHOM Iuiomanu. PeHomano
CJIEJIOBAJI 32 HUMH, OTCTaB Ha HECKOJIBKO I11aroB, a BHYKH CKaKald BOKPYT HETo, CJIOBHO CBOpa
IICHKOB.
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O3HO0 1 NnpegyyBCTBUE

Torvko menepv OHa OMIONCULA KHU2Y U nOCMompena Ha meHs. U
APOU3HecHa Imu Cro6a:

— JKusno necnpaeeonusa, Bumn. Mol yeepsiem nawux Oemetl, umo
CNPABEONUBOCTE BOCHOPIHCECMBYEN, HO MAK 2060pums noono. Mol ux
He npocmo o0MamwigaeM — Mbl UX JHcecmoko oomanvieaem. Kusmno
Hecnpageonusa, HuKo20a maxou He oviia u Huko2o0a He bydem.

Y. I'onoman. Ilpunyecca-neeecma

CaxxepyK cuiel Ha XOJIOIHBIX KAMEHHBIX CTyMeHsIX U xkaan. Emy Obu1o He 1o cebe oT cTpaxa.
Ho oH He MOT ITOHATB, Y€ro, COOCTBEHHO, OoUTCI. MOXKET OBITh, HAMITHHK 3a CIIMHOM 3aCTaBIISAI
ero nymarb o cMepTH. Caxkepyk Bcerna 0osjics ee, OHa MPEACTaBIsIaCh eMy XOJIOAHON, KaK HOUb
0e3 orus. Bnpouewm, ceifyac HedTo apyroe myrano ero 0omnblie, 4eM cMepTh, — yHbIHUE. C TexX mop
kak BomnmmeOHbIil SI3pIk BRIMAHUI €r0 B 3TOT MHUpP, OHO BCerna u Be3ze npecnenoBaino Caxepyka,
CKOBBIBAJIO TEJIO U JIMIIAJIO )KU3Hb KPACOK.

Psgom ¢ Hum @apun ckakan o cTyneHbkaM. BBepx-BHU3, BBepX-BHU3. Ero cuibHBIE HOTH
HE 3HAJIM YCTaJIOCTH, a TUII0 BhIPaKaio HECKa3aHHOE YIOBOJILCTBUE, Kak OyaTo BommeOHsbiii S3bik
BBIUKTAJ €ro npsaMo B pail. OTuero oH Tak cyactiauB? CaxxepyK 0OBel I1a3aMu PaCKUHYBIIYIOCS
nepes HUM JEPEBHIO: Y3KHe OJIeTHO-KENThie, PO30BbIE U MEPCUKOBBIC 10Ma C TEMHO-3€JICHBIMU
CTaBHSIMHU U P>KaBO-UYEPETIUYHBIMU KPBIIIIAMH, PACTYIIUN Y CTEHBI OJICAH/P C MOJIBIXAIOIIUMU OT
I[BETOB BETBSIMU, KOLIKH, TPYIIHECS O TETIble CTeHHI. .. K oqHOo# n3 HuX nonkpancs @apui u cxpa-
THUII ee 3a cepblil XBocT. He oOpariiasi BHUMaHMsI Ha TO, YTO KOIIIKA HEIIaHO Liaparnana eMy HOTH,
OH ycajaun ee ce0e Ha KOJICHH.

— A 3Haelp, YTO 37IECh JIENAIOT, YTOOBI KOIIEK HE CTaNI0 CIUIIKOM MHOTO? — Ca)kepyK BBITSI-
HYJI HOTHY U, 32KMYPHUBIINCH, TOCMOTpEN Ha coHIle. — Kora mpuxoauT 3uMa, CBOMX KOIIEK JIHOIN
3a0MparoT B JIOM, a JJIsl OpOISTYMX BBICTABIISIIOT MUCKH C OTPABICHHON €0M.

@apu npoBel pyKor MO OCTPHIM yIIIaM cepoi KOIIKU. Ero yMunaeHHOe M0 BMHUT 0XKECTO-
YUIJIOCh, OT PAJOCTHU HE OCTaNoCh U ciena. Caxxkepyk ObICTpO OTBEpHYJICS. 3aueéM OH 3TO cKazan?
Tak cuIBHO pasapakayio cYacTbe MaJIbunKa?

@Dapu OTMYCTUI KOIILIKY, CeTT Ha HUKHIOIO CTYTIEHBKY MaMSATHUKA U TOKaJ Mo ce0s HOTH.

OH cuzen B TOH ke mo3e, KOTjia Te ABoe HakoHell BepHynuch. Kuuru y BonmeoHnoro f3bika
He ObLIO, 3aTO MO €ro HANPSHKEHHOMY JIMILY Cpa3y ObLIO MOHSATHO, YTO €r0 MYYaloT YIpbI3eHUs
COBECTH.

N3-3a yero BommeOusbiii S3b1k uyBcTBOBan ceOst BUHOBATHIM? CaxXepyK HACTOPOKEHHO
OCMOTpeEJICS B MOMCKaX HEBEAOMOM omacHOCTU. BommeOHbIil S3bIk HUKOTAa HE yMEN CKpBIBATh
CBOM YYBCTBA U JUIS KaXKJIOTO ObUT OTKPBITOM KHUTOM. J[04b B 9TOM OTHOILIEHUU OT HETO OTIUYa-
nack. TpynHo ObLTO MOHSTH, YTO Y Hee Ha yMe. Ho teneps CaxkepyKy Mokaszanoch, 4TO B €€ Ia3ax
OH pa3inyuui 03a00YEHHOCTh WJIM JIaXKe COYYBCTBHE. DTO eMy OHa couyBcTBoBana? UTo Takoro
MOT CKa3aTh JIeBOYKE MMCaKa, YTo oHa noxasiena Caxepyka?

Korna Mo u Merru npubaunsunuch, Caxepyk MOAHAICS, OTPAXHYI IITAHBI OT MBUIA U CIIPO-
CHLT:

— Y Hero He 0Ka3aja0Ch OOJIbIIE KHUT, BEPHO?

— Bepno, — otBeTH Mo. — Bcee ero sk3emMmiisipsl ykpanu. Eliie HeCKONbKoO JIeT Ha3as.

Merru He cBoamia ¢ Caxxepyka 1ias.

— Ilouemy ThI Tak Ha MEHsI CMOTpHIIb, PUHIIECCA? — HE BbIAEPKAJ OH. — 3HACIIb YTO-TO,
Yero He 3Haro g7
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Caxepyk U He JyMaj JIOKalbIBaThCs /10 UCTUHBI — OH CHPOCHJ Hayraj, a Momnaji npsMo B
TouKy. JleBouka 3akycuiia ryosl. Ee masa no-npexHeMy Bblpaxanu 3a00Ty U COUYyBCTBHE.

Caxxepyk NMpoBeJ1 pyKoH IO JMIy U IOYYBCTBOBAJ CBOM IIpaMbl — BEUHOE HAIIOMUHAHUE O
bacte. Kak oH HU cTapaics, OH HA Ha JIeHb HE MOT 3a0bITh 0 OemeHnom rnice Kanpukopna. Torna,
cTupasi KpoBb ¢ HOXa, bacra emie npormentan: « Teneps Bce AeByIKu OyayT oT TeOs1 6e3 yma!»

— HpsiBoin! [poxmsatee! — Caxkepyk ¢ Takoil CHIION MTHYJ CTEHY, UTO HOTa Y Hero Oosena emie
HECKOJIbKO JIHEH, 3aTeM oH HaOpocuiics Ha Mo: — Tel pacckasan npo Mens nucake! U reneps naxe
TBOSI I0Yb 3HAET 000 MHE OobIe, 4eMm s cam! JlamHo, BeIKIIaAbpIBail. Pa3 Tak, s TOXe X04y 3HATH!
Bansii, roBopu. Tsl e Bcerna meutana MHE Bce paccka3aTh. bacta meHs mosecut, na? CxBarur
MEHs 32 TOpJI0 U OyJIeT AYMHUTH 10 TeX IOp, IMOKa 5 He CTaHy TBEpIbIM, Kak OpeBHO, BepHO? Ho
noyemy s JOJbKEH 3Toro 6osThes? bacra ceituac 3nech. Mcropus u3meHwIach, vHau€ U ObITh HE
moxeT! bacta HEe NPUYMHUT MHE BpeJa, €CJIU Thl BEPHEILb MEHS B MU, I71€ 51 CBOM!

Caxepyk 1BUHYJCS Ha MO, XOTeJ CXBaTUTh €T0, BCTPSIXHYTh, YAAPUTh 3a BCE TO, YTO OH EMY
caenan. Ho Merru Bctasa MeXa1y HUM U OTLIOM U, OTTOJIKHYB Caxepyka, KpUKHYJIA:

— Ilepecrans! D10 He bacta! D10 omuu u3 mroneit Kanpukopua. OH yxe ket 1eos. OHu
3aXO0TAT YOUTH [ BUHA, U ThI MOTUOHEIIIb, MIBITASICh €ro crnacTu! DTa uctopus He M3MeHMWIacs! Bee
TaK U CIYYUTCS, U Thl HE CMOXKEIIb 3TOMY MOMEIIaTh, HOHATHO? [103TOMY ThHI TOJIKEH OCTaThCs
3nech. Tebe Henb3s Bo3Bpalarses!

I'maza Caxepyka roBopuin JeBOUYKe: «3aMOIUu!» — HO OHA BbIAEpKaja €ro B3I U JTaxe
HOTIBITANIACh B3SITh €T0 32 PYKY.

Caxepyk oTollIeN, U OHa, 3alIUHAasICh, 100aBUIa:

— Panyticst, uto 161 31eCh! TyT THI MOXKEIIIb YCKOIB3HYTh OT HUX. Moxkenb yOexaTh Jaeko-
JAJIEKO ... — Merru ocekiach.

Moxert, oHa 3aMeTuia B mazax Cakepyka cje3bl, KOTOpbIE OH TYT )K€ pa3Apa)XCHHO BBITEP
pykaBoM. OH o3upaJicsi, CIOBHO 3BEpb, MOMABLINI B 3anagHio. Mckan rmasamu Beixoa. Ho Beixoga
He Obu10. Henb3s ObL10 HU BIIEpE, HU — UTO €IIE Xy>Ke — Ha3al.

Henonanexy, Ha aBTOOyCHOM OCTaHOBKE, CTOSJIM TPU >KEHIIMHBI. OHU C UHTEPECOM CMOT-
penu Ha He3HakomieB. CaXkepyKy 4acTo NMPUXOJUIOCH JOBUTh Ha ceOe JIIOOOMBITHBIE B3IJISA/bL:
Ka3aJ10Ch, BCE YyBCTBOBAJIH, YTO €MY 37I€Ch HE MeCTO. B 3TOM Mupe oH Bceraa OyAeT dyKakoM.

Ha nmpyroii cTopoHe miomaay MoXWION TOCIOIUH UTrpal ¢ Tpems AetbMu B pyTO011. BMecTo
Msi9a OHU ITMHAJIM KOHCEPBHYIO Oanky. Dapu cMOTpeln B UX CTOpoHy. Ha ero y3kux miedax 6oi-
Tajcs prok3ak Caxxkepyka, IITaHbl ObUIM B KOILIAUYbEH IIEPCTU. 3aCYyHYB MaJIbLbl HOT MEXAY KaM-
HSIMH MOCTOBOM, MaJIBYUK yMaJl 0 4eM-To cBoeM. dDapui moCcTOSHHO CHUMAaJ KPOCCOBKH, KOTOPbIE
Caxepyk eMy KyIuJl, 1, CJIOBHO JI00bITY, IPUBSI3BIBAJ MX K prok3aKy. Jlaxke 1o ropstuemy achaisry
OH Oerait 60CHKOM.

Mo TO€ OBEPHYJICS K UTPAOLIUM JIETSAM U [OJaJ CTapUKY 3HAK, M TOT HApPaBUJICS K HUM.
Caxxepyk NOMATUIICS U ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK IO €ro CIHMHE MPpo0eKaa IpoxKb.

Crapuk nogouiesn u ckasai:

— Jletu B BOCTOpre OT py4yHOU KyHUIIbl, KOTOPYIO MaJIBUUK JEPKUT Ha MoBojke. — Caxkepyk
otmarnyJcs. [Touemy 3T0T uenoBek Tak Ha Hero cMOTpUT? MHave, yeM KEHIIMHbBI HA OCTaHOBKE. —
JleTn yTBepKJaloT, YTO KyHMIIAa YMEET JejaTh TPIOKH, a MaJbYMK IVIOTaeT IuiaMsa. MoXHO HaM
IIOCMOTPETH Ha ITO NOONINKE?

C neba cBetuio ropsiaee comuile, a Caxkepyka 6wt 03H00. OT B3nsaa crapuka. Totr cMoTpen
Ha HEro, KaK Ha CBOETO Iica, KOTOPBIM JaBHO yOekas, U BOT HAKOHEII, IIO/PKaB XBOCT, BEPHYJICS.
3Bepb UCXyJall, B IIEPCTH 3aBETUCH OJIOXH, HO 3TO HE IOMENIAJIO X0351MHY y3HaTh CBOErO MUTOMIIA.

— B3gop, He nemaer on HUKakux TprokoB! — Beimammi Caxepyk. — M BooO1e TyT He Ha 4TO
CMOTpETBH!

OH OTCTYNHIJI elIe Ha IIar, HO CTapUK CHOBA MPUOIHM3HICS, KaK OyATO MX CBS3bIBAJIa HEBU-
JMasi HUTb.
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— IIpoctuTe! — MPOTrOBOPHMII CTAPUK M TTOJHSIT PYKY, CIIOBHO XOTEJ MPUKOCHYTHCS K IIPaMaM
Ha JIUIe coOeCceTHIKA.

Caxepyk yrepcsi CIMHOW B OFHY M3 MPUIAPKOBAaHHBIX MalIWH. Termeph OHU CO CTaAPHKOM
CTOSUIM JIMLIOM K JIMLly. B3msa He3HakomIia ObLT CIIOBHO MPUKOBAH K HEMY ...

— Youpaiitecs! — Caxxepyk Tpy00 OTTOJKHYJ CTapuka W B3peBen: — Dapui, mpuHECH MOU
Bemu!

B MraoBenme oka MaBIHK OKa3zancs psaoM. Caxkepyk BBIPBAII y HETO U3 PYK PIOK3aK U CYHYIT
TyZla KyHHILy, He oOpaiasi BHUMaHHUs Ha YKYCBI €€ OCTPBhIX 3y00B. CTapHK yCTaBHJICS Ha POXKKH
I'Buna. Caxkepyk mpoBOPHO 3a0pOCHIT PIOK3aK Ha CIIMHY ¥ TIOMBITAJICS IIPOTUCHYTHCSI MEMO HEe3Ha-
KOMLIA.

— IoxanyiicTa, 1 IpOCTO XO4y MOTOBOPUTH ¢ TOOOM. — Crapuk Betan y Caxepyka Ha IMyTU
Y CXBaTHJI €T0 32 PYKY.

— 3aTo 5 He Xouy.

Caxepyk MonbITaJICs BHICBOOOAUTHCS, HO CHIIbHBIE KOCTIISIBBIE TAJIBIIBI HE IyCKaJU ero. TyT
OH BCIIOMHWJI, YTO Y HEro €CTh HOX — HOXK bacTel. Caxepyk IOCTall €ro u3 CyMKH, OTKPBUI U
JpoYKaIei pyKoil MPUCTaBHII K TOPITY CTapHUKa — eMy IIPETHIIO YTPOXKaTh JIOIIM opyxueM. CTapuk
cpa3y ocinaduI XBaTKy.

Caxxepyk BbIpBaJICSl M TOOEKA.

Emy He Ob110 fema g0 Toro, uro Mo kpuyan eMy Bciien. Panbie eMy 4acTo mpUXoauiIoch
cnacatbcs 6erctBoM. Kak ceituac. Horu ero emie Hu pa3y He OJBOAWIN. XOTs OH U HE 3HAJ, Ky/ia
B KOHIIE KOHIIOB MpuOexuT. OCTaBHB MO33M JACPEBHIO M IIOCCE, OH CKPHIBAJICS 32 JCPEBBSIMH,
HBIPSUT B IUKYIO TPaBY, TOHYJ B JKEJTBIX 3apOCISAX APOKa U B CEpeOPHUCTOi arcTBE 0MB. .. [Ipous
OT IOMOB U ac(aJIbTHPOBAHHBIX AOPOT. [lMKast MECTHOCTH BCeT/ia Obljia €ro HaIe)KHBIM YKPBITHEM.

Jlums HauaB 3aabIxarbest, Caxkepyk OpOCHIICS Ha TPaBy PSAIOM C 3a0pOIICHHON IUCTEPHO.
JIOKTh HAITOJIHWII €€ BO/IOH, ¥ TaM 000CHOBAIUCH JIATYIIKH. Tspkerno napima, Caxkepyk JeKan Ha
3emJie, MPUCITYLIMBAJICSA K CBOEMY CEpLIEOMEHHIO U CMOTpEN B HEDO.

— Kto sTot crapuk?

Bapyr on Bckounn. Ilepen Hum crosin @apua. On Oexan 3a HUM CIIEA0M.

— Yowupaiics! — 3akpuuan Caxepyk.

BMmecTo 3TOro MabuuK ycencs B 3apociii TMKUX 1BeTOB. OHU ObUTH MOBCIOMY: CHHHUE, JKell-
Thbl€, KpaCHbIE, CIOBHO KTO-TO pa30pbI3ray Ha TPaBe KPacky.

— Te1 MHe He Hy)keH! — pe3ko BbIroBopui Caxkepyk.

@apu Momya copBall AUKYIO OPXUICIO U CTal e€e paccMarpuBaTh. L[BeTok ObUT MOX0XK Ha
CHUJISILLIETO Ha cTeOIe IIMEsL.

— Kakoii cTpanHbIil 1BeTOK! — mpobopmoTan ManpuuK. — Hukorna eiie Takoro He BUAEI.

Caxepyk cei, IpUCIOHUIICS CIIMHOM K IIUCTEpHE U npenynpenu Papuaa:

— Ecnu mocneayens 3a MHOM, Tokaseenib. Sl coOuparoch BEpHYThCA, CaM 3HACIIb Ky/a.

Tonpko KOTZIa OH MPOU3HEC ATH CJI0BA, OH MOHAN, yTo pewmics. [Ipuuem nasuo. OH noiiner
tyna. Tpyc Caxepyk noiier B 10roBo jibBa. He BaxxHo, uto roBopuT Bonmeonsiit S3bik, 4T0 roBo-
put ero no4b... OH Bcerna cTpeMuiics K eAMHCTBEHHOM 1enu. [loka ona Opuia HenocTkumMa. Ho
HHUKTO HE CMeJl OTHUMATh Y HETO HAJIeKIy Ha TO, YTO KOTJa-HUOY/Ib €ro KeJlaHue cOymaeTcs.

Manpuuk He JBHUTajcs ¢ MECTa.

— Vxonu. Bosppamaiicst k Bomme6nomy S3biky. OH 0 TeOe 1m03a00TUTCSI.

®dapu Bce elle cuiel Ha TpaBe, 00XBaTuB pykaMu KojeHH. [lorom oH cipocuit:

— TbI coOMpaenibCsi BEpHYTHCS B TY JEPEBHIO?

— Ja! Tyna, rae »kuByT 1eMOHBI U 4epTH. [loBepb MHE, TAKOTO MaJIBYMIIIKY, KAK Thl, OHU YOBIOT
HE MOPTHYB TJIa30M, a IOTOM MPECIIOKOMHO MONIYT MUTH CBOM yTpeHHHI Kode.

@apuj poBes OpxXUaeeil 1o 1meKe U, yIbIOHYBUIINCH OT IPUKOCHOBEHUS JICMIECTKOB, CKa3al:
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— I'BuH xo4eT HapyxKy.

OH Obu1 IpaB. 3BepeK NPOKYCUIT PIOK3aK U BBICYHYJI MOPJIOUYKY B JIbIpKy. Caxkepyk paccrer-
HYJI PEMHH U BBIITYCTUJ €TO.

HenoBonbHBI BpeMeHEM CyTOK, |'BHH 3aMoprai Ha COJHIE, (BIPKHYJI M HIMBITHYT K
®Dapuny.

Tot nocaaun KyHHUIly Ha IIJIEYO U, CEPbE3HO MocMOTpeB Ha Cakepyka, cKa3ai:

— 51 HuKorzma mpeXae He BHUJIE] TaKUX KPACHUBBIX I[BETOB, TAKUX 3€JIEHBIX XOJIMOB M TaKHX
YMHBIX KyHHIL. A Jrofie BpoJe TeX, 0 KOTOPBIX Thl TOBOPHILIb, S BUAEI NpenocTaTouHo. OHU Be3ne
OJITUHAKOBBIE.

Caxxepyk mokayas rojioBOw:

— OTH XyXKe BCeX.

— Her. — YopsamctBo ®apuna paccmenmio Caxepyka. [louemy, on u cam He 3HaI1. — MoxkeM
NIOWTH KyJa-HUOYy/Ib B APYTO€ MECTO, — CKa3aJl MaJIBUHK.

— Hert, HEe MmoxeMm.

— [Touemy? Yto TeOe HYKHO B TOM epeBHE?

— Xouy KOoe-4TO yKpacTb, — oTBeTUI Caxepyk.

ManpuuK KHUBHYJ, COYTSI 3TO HAMEPEHUE COBEPLICHHO HOPMAaJbHBIM, OCTOPOXKHO CYHYI
OpPXHJICIO B KApMaH U CIPOCHI:

— Ho npexae Hayuuiib MEHsS CBOMM OIHEHHBIM TpPIOKam?

— [pexne? — Caxepyk yabIOHYIICS.

®apuj — yMHBII MaJiblii: cOOOpa3mil, YTO HUKAKOTO «IIOTOM» MOXET U HE OBITb.

— Koneuno, — ckazan oH. — S mokaxy Tebe Bce, uto ymero. [Ipexe.
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Bcero nuwb naes

— Ilycmo mak, — ckazan Cmpawuna, — Ho 6vl danu obewanue. A
obewanus Ha0o 8bINOIHAMD.
JI. @. Baym. Yousumenwvuwtit Bonuweonuk uz Cmpanst O3

[Tocne Toro kak Caxkepyk Hcue3, OHU HE TOeXaau K DIMHOP.

— Merru, s 3Ha10, yTo oberian Tebe cpaly moexarb K DIUHOP, — ckazan Mo, pacTepsHHO
CTOS OCPEIU IJIOMAAH, — HO sl OBl XOTEJN 3aJepkKarbes 3A€Ch 0 3aBTpaiHero aus. S tede yxe
TOBOPUJI: MHE HYKHO KO€-4TO 00CcyauTh ¢ DEeHOMHO.

Crapuk He IBUrajicsi C TOTO MECTa, r1e pasroBapuBai ¢ CaxepykoM, U POJOJIKal CMOTPETh
B HANpaBJICHUHU, Kyla TOT yOexas. BHYKU TAHYIM €ro 3a pykaB, yrOBapUBaIM MOWTU JAOMOMU, HO
OH UX Kak OyATO HE 3aMeyall.

— YTO THI XOUEHIb C HUM OOCYIUTH?

Mo omycTuiics Ha CTYTNIEHU MaMsITHUKA U IPUTAHYA Merru k ceoe.

— Buauins 5TH uMeHa? — cipoCHIl OH, YKa3biBasi Ha BhICEYCHHbIEC HAa KaMHe OykBbl. — OHU
MPUHAJJIEKAT JIIOASIM, KOTOPhIX Oonbie HeT. Ho y Kakqoro moruOuiero ocranach CeMbs: MaTh
WIH OTell, OpaThsi, CECTPhI, MOXKET OBITh, keHa. [IpencTaBp, UTO KTO-TO U3 HUX Y3HAJ, UTO MOXKET
OYKUBUTH 3TU OYKBBI, BEpHYTH ITyCTOMY UMEHHU TUIOTh U KpOBb. Heyskemnu Thl Aymaeliib, 4TO OH WK
OHa He TOoLUTH OBl Ha BCE, YTOOBI ATO cAenaTh?

Merru nocmoTtpena Ha IJIMHHBIN CIMCOK UMEH. Bo3ie mepBoro KTo-To HapucoBall CEpACUKO.
[lepen maMATHUKOM JIeXKaIHU CyXHU€E LIBETHI.

— HukTto He MOXKET BOCKPECUTh MEPTBBIX, Merru, — npoaoikuil Mo. — Bo3moxkHO, cMepTh B
CaMoOM JieJie TOJIbKO Hauajo HOBOW MCTOPUH, OTHAKO KHUTY, B KOTOPOM OHA HAalKMCaHa, €Ille HUKTO
HE YKTaJ, U €€ aBTOP HaBEepHsKA He urpaeT B (yTOO0J C BHYKaMH B MaJICHbKOU JIEpEBYIIIKE Ha Oepery
Mopsi. Ho nMs TBoel Marepu He BBICEUEHO Ha MAMATHHUKE, OHO 3aTEPsUIOCh HA CTPAHULIAX KHUTH, U
TO, YTO CIYYHJIOCH J€BATH JIET HA3a/l, BEPOATHO, €II€ MOXXHO HUCIPABUTH. S Jaxe, KaKeTcs, 3HaI0
KakK.

— Tb1 X0ouen» BepHyThCs !

— Her. 5 e nan teGe cnoBo. Passe s korna-HuOyab HapyIIal CBOM oOemaHus?

Merru nokavala rojoBoii: OHa He cTaja TOBOPHUTH MPO TO, UToO Mo He clepskan oOeIanus,
naHHoro Caxepyky.

— Bot Bunumib, — ckazan Mo. — S xouy ocrarbcsi, 4To0bI MOroBopuTh ¢ MeHonno. I1o Bce.

Merru nocmotpena Ha Mope. CKBO3b Ty4H MPOTIISHYJIO COJHIE, M MO BOJIHAM Mo0exanu
6muku. Bomy kak OyATO KTO-TO pacKpacuil.

— O4eHb yx MBI OITM3KO, — IPOOOPMOTAIa OHA.

— K uemy?

— K nepesne Kanpukopha.

Mo B3IIsIHYN HA BOCTOK:

— Jla, cTpaHHO, 4TO €ro MOTSIHYJI0 UMEHHO CIOJ1a, HE HaxoAuIlb? Takoe BlieyaTaeHue, 4To OH
MCKaJl Kpasi, HAOMHHABUINE €MY POJIMHY.

—Yro, eciii OH Hac HalaeT?

— Yenyxa. 3Haelllb, CKOJIbKO Ha 3TOM MoOepexbe AepeBeHb?

Merru noxasna njae4amu:

— OnHax bl OH yke Hamen Teds. Torna Tel ObUT ropa3ao Aajblile OT HEeTo, YeM ceiyac.
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— Ho Torna emy nomor Caxepyk. A Goibliie OH 3TOTO HE CIIENAET, sl yBepeH. — Mo HOoxHSIICS
u nomor Merru Berath. — [loiinem cnpocum y deHomnumo, rae 37ech MOXKHO nepeHodyeBarb. OH
COBCEM PaCCTPOMIICA — HAJ0 €r0 OTBJICYb.

®deHonmo He ckaszali, cooTBeTcTBOBal 1M Caxepyk ero nmpenacraBieHusM. [loka onu num k
JIOMY, OH He ITpOpOHUI HU cioBa. Ho, korna Mo cooO1iu cTapuky, 4TO OHU XOTAT OCTaThCsl €111€ Ha
JI€Hb, OH HEMHOT'O OKMBHWJICA U )K€ MPEJIOKNI UM IIEPEHOYEBATh B KBAPTUPE, KOTOPYIO HHOTA
caaBaj TypuCTaM.

Mo ¢ 61aroJapHOCTBIO COTIACHIICA.

Becn Beuep, noka oH 6ecenoBan ¢ PeHOINO, JETH TOHIM Merru o TecHOMY JIoMy. Myx-
YUHBI YCTPOWINCH B KaOMHETE PAIOM C KyXHEH, U OHA HECKOJIBKO pa3 MbITajlach MOACIYLIATh, O
YeM OHHU TOBOPAT 3a 3aKpbIToi ABepbto. Ho el yaanoce pa3o0park JHILb HECKOJIBKO CIIOB: Kak
ToabKko [Iunmo u Puko 3ameuanu, 4To OHa MOACIYIINBAET, TYT € XBaTalIl €€ CBOUMU I'PA3HBIMU
pYYKaMu M TALWIH K JIECTHUIIE.

B xon1e koo Merru ocraBuia cBou nonbiTku. OHa cornacuiack, yToOs! [layna nokasana
el KOTIT 0e310MHOI KOILIKH B KPOILLIEYHOM IaJMCaJHUKE, a IOTOM I0ILJIa BMECTE C JETbMH B JIOM
ux poautesneit. TamM oHM MPOOBUIN HEAOJITO: POBHO CTOIBKO, CKOJIBKO IPUIIIIOCH YTOBapUBaTh Math,
YTOOBI OHA MTO3BOJINJIA UM OCTAaThCA y EAYLIKM Ha Y>KUH.

DeHoIMOo MPUTOTOBUI MaKapoHbI ¢ maideeM. [Tumnrmo u Puko ¢ orBpaiienneM youpanu Tep-
Ky 3€JIeHb ¢ MakapoHuH, a Merru u Ilayne xpycTsiue JuCTOUYKH NPUILIUCH 110 BKycy. Ilocne
ykrHa Mo ¢ ®enonuno pacnuiu OyThUIKY KpacHOro BUHA. HakoHel crapuk npoBoAuiI rocteit 10
JIBEpH, HO BMECTO ITPOILAHUS CKa3all:

— 3HauuT, peueHo, Moptumep: Thl 103a00TULILCS O MOMX KHHUTaX, a s MPSMO 3aBTpa MpH-
CTYILTIO K pabore.

Bprlitas Ha TyCKIIO OCBELICHHYIO yauily, Merru cnpocunia:

— O xaxoit pabore oH roBopui?

C npuxonoM Bedepa kapa B JEPEBHE HE Cllaja: HENPUBBIUHO TOPSYMI BETEp TOHSUI 110 BO3-
nyxy necok. Kazanoce, oH mpuHecC ero U3 MyCTHIHU Ha APYTroM Oepery Mops.

— Jlyuire He ;tymaii 00 3ToM, — oTBeTHII Mo. — J[aBaii mpoCTo MpecTaBUM, YTO Y HAC HEOOb-
IIM€ KaHUKYJIbl. DTO MECTO OTJINYHO MOJXOJUT JUIsl OT/IbIXA, KAK Thl CYUTACUIb?

Merru HA4YEro He OTBETWIIA — TOJIBKO KMBHYJA. MO, KOHEYHO, XOPOILIO €€ 3HAJ U 4acTo yra-
JbIBAJI, O YEM OHA Jlymalia, HO BpEMEHaMU BCe-Taky 3a0bIBal, yTo Merru yxe He HATh JIET U UTO
TETNeph HEJOCTATOUHO MPUMHUTHBHBIX CIIOB, YTOOBI OTBJICUB €€ OT TPEBOKHBIX MBICIICH.

«Jlagno! — nmymana Merru, noka oHM Moj4Ya LUK O CHsIIENH aepeBHE. — Pa3 oH MHe He
pacckaspiBacT, 4To0 PEHOINO AOKEH I HErO Clenarh, PUIAETCS CIIPOCUTh y caMoi Yepenaxu.
A ecnu ¥ TOT HUYEro He CKaXKeT, KTO-HUOY/Ib U3 €r0 BHYKOB BCE /Il MEHsI BbIBeaeT!» Merru yxe
JABHO HE MOIJIA IIPATATHCS MO CTOJIOM, 3aT0 pocT Ilaynbl uaeanbHO MOAXOAWIT IS IIITMOHAXKA.
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[Ooma

Mhne, b6edusiky, 6ce yapcmeo — KHu2u.
V. lllexcnup. Bypsa'’

bbu10 yXe modYTH noJHOYb, KOT/1a BO3JIE JOPOr'H HAaKOHEL! IIOKAa3aJIUCh BOPOTA AoMa DIIUHOP.
Buusy, Ha Oepery o3epa, MepliaJii OTOHbKH, IIOX0XHE Ha BEPEHUILY CBETJIIYKOB, — B UEPHOU BOJIE
JpOKaJii uX oTpakeHus1. Kak MpusTHO CHOBA 0Ka3aThCs IoMa. DIIMHOP BbIILIA U3 MALLIUHBL, YTOOBI
OTKPBITh BOPOTA, U Ja)Ke MPUKOCHOBEHHE BETpa MOKa3aJloCh €l 3HaKoMbIM. Bce Obu10 poaHoe:
apomar >KMBOM U3TOpOJIH, 3arax 3eMJIM, CaM BO3/1yX, 10 CPAaBHEHUIO C I0KHBIM 00Jiee MPOXJIaJHbIN
Y BJI&YKHBIN U COBCEM HE COJICHBIHN. «XOTsI COJIEHOTO BO3/TyXa MHE, BO3MOXKHO, OY/IET HE XBaTaTh», —
noxymaina JnuHop. Mope Beerna npo0yskano B HeMl TATY K KaKOoi-To HEBEJOMOI 1ieTH.

OJIMHOP TOJIKHYJIA JKEJIE€3HbIE BOPOTA, U OHU TUXOHBKO CKPUITHYJIH, IPUBETCTBYS XO3SIMKY.
«bonbuie HUKTO He ckaxeT: «Jl00po mokanoBaTh!» — noxymana DIMHOP, CHOBA CaASICh B MAILIUHY,
U TYT K€ OTOpOCHJIa CTOJIb HE CBOMCTBEHHYIO €l MbICIb. — TBOM KHUTH OyyT Tede pajsl. 1 atoro
JIOCTaTOYHOY.

Ha camom niene B nopore y Hee yxxe Obul oxokuil npuctym. OHa xoTesa BJOBOJIb Hacla-
JUTHCS TOCKOM IO IOMY, IO3TOMY €XaJjia He crellia, 00be3xkalia KpymHble MaruCTpau U 1aXKe 3aHO-
yeBaJla B KpOIIIEYHON TOPHOIl IepeByIIKe, Ha3BaHUE KOTOPOH TYT ke 3a0blia. DIIMHOP yNHUBaJlach
OJIJMHOYECTBOM, CBOMM MPUBBIYHBIM cOCTOsiHUEM. Ho 1moToMm oHa BApYT olyTHia, 4To 0OJbIIe HEe
MOJKET BBIHOCUTDH THILIMHY B MalllMHE, M 3allIa B COHHOM TOPOAMILKE, B KOTOPOM JlaXke He ObLIo
KHMXKHOTO, B Kade. [IpocTo 175 Toro, 4To0b! yCablaTh 4YeJI0BEYECKHUE T0JI0Ca. 3a TAKOE JKeIaHue
DIuHOP paccepamiiach Ha ceost, ObICTpo BhiMmiIa kode u yiuia. CeB B MalIuHy, OHa MpodopMoTarna:

— Yro 310 Takoe, DnuHop? C KakuX MOp THI CKydaellb Mo O0meHuto ¢ Joapmu? Hamo Bo3-
BpalllaThCsl IOMOM, MIOKA Thl COBCEM HE CIIATHIIA.

Korna Dnunop noxbsexana K TeMHOMY 3a0pOLIEHHOMY JI0MY, OH TIOKa3aJics e 1ake HEMHOTO
YyXUM. DTO HENPUSITHOE YYyBCTBO OCHA0JI0, TOJIBKO KOIZa OHA, MOJHUMASICh IO CTYNEHbKaM,
MOYyBCTBOBAJIA 3amax cBoero cajaa. OObIYHO HAJl IBEPHIO TOPEIT CBET, HO ceivac jamra Obljia rmora-
1IeHa, 1 DJIUHOpP JOJr0 HE MOIVIa BCTaBUTh KIIIOY B 3aMOK. [ymneiimas cutyanus. Hakonen ona
Bolia. B xomie Oblia KpoMelHas TbMa, U DIMHOP Mpo ceds BbIOpaHUIIa YyeIoBeKa, KOTOPBIA B
€€ OTCYTCTBUE OOBIYHO CIIEAMII 32 IOMOM U cajoM. [lepen oThe30M OHa TPUXK/BI MBITANACH 10
HEro JI03BOHUTHCS, HO OH, BUAMMO, CHOBa yexall K aodepu. [loueMy HMKTO He NMOHMMAJ, Kakue
COKpOBHIIIa XpaHATCS B 3ToM goMe? KoHeuHo, Bce ObLIO ObI O-APYroMy, €Ciii Obl OHU ObUTH U3
30J10Ta, a He U3 OyMaru 1 e4aTHOM Kpacku...

breuto Tuxo. Tak THX0, YTO HA MTHOBEHHE DJIMHOP MOKA3aJ10Ch, YTO B JIOME Pa3Aalics OXKHUB-
JSIOIIMN cioBa rojloc MopTumepa, Kak Torna, B KpacHOM 1iepkBH. «Bek Obl ero ciymana. Her,
ThICSIUY JieT! — mogymana DIuHop, CTAruBasi O0THHKY ¢ ycTaBuux Hor. — Korna Moprtumep npue-
JIeT, 00s13aTeNIbHO MOIPOIITY €ro Mo4YnTaTh MHE Beayx! HaBepHsKa ecTb KHUTH, KOTOPbIE OH CMOXKET
B3SITh B pyKH 0€3 cTpaxay.

[Touemy panbllle OHa HUKOTJIA HE 3aMeyaia, Kak TUXO B 3TOM JjoMe? DIHMHOp AyMmala, 4yTo,
KOIJla €€ CHOBA OKpY’KaT pOJHbIE CTEHBI, OHA IIOYYBCTBYET pajfocTh. Ho pagoctu He ObuIO.

HamyneiBast Ha cTeHe BBIKIIIOYATENb, OHA KPUKHYJIA B MEPTBYIO THILIUHY:

— A BOT 1 1, Mo JparorieHHbIe! Ceifuac Bac MOYUCTAT U TpUBEAYT B mopsiok! — Korna ceet
3a)kercs, JJIIMHOP B yXKace OTLIATHYJAch U yHaJla, 3alHyBIIMCh 32 COOCTBEHHYIO OpOIIEHHYIO Ha
o cyMky. [lonHumasice, oHa npomenrana: — bojke MUIOCTUBBIN! DTOro He MOXKET OBITh!

10 Ilepesox M. Ky3muHa.
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Knamwxknsie CTCJIaXXH, CACIAHHBIC BPYUYHYIO IO MHAWMBUAYAJIBHOMY 3aKa3y W IPHU3BAHHBLIC
3alUIIATh JTIOOMMIIEB DITUHOP OT MBLIH, OBLIH MyCThl. KHUTH, KOTOpBIE paHbIIe POBHBIMH PSIaMH
CTOAJIM Ha IIOJIKAaX, TCHICPh BAJIAJIWCH HaA IMOJIY, PBAHBIC, I'PA3HBIC U PACTOIITAHHBIC, CIOBHO KTO-
TO B TSDKEJIBIX Carorax CKakajl o HUM B OCIIEHOM TaHIe. DIMHOP 33aporKaa BCEM TEJIOM, MOJ-
HsUJIa OJHY KHIDKKY, HO TYT k€ OecCHIIbHO omycTuia pyku. [1o xonny, ycesHHOMY OCKBEpHEHHBIMU
COKPOBHIIIAMH, OHA, KaK o 00JI0TY, Tpo0panach K JJIMHHOMY KOPUJIOPY, BEAYIIEMY B OUOITNOTEKY.

B xopumope DnuHOp OOHapyxwuia Ty K€ KapTHHY: KHHUTU JISKaJIW TAaKUMH BBICOKHMH
KydaMH, 9TO OHA C TPYAOM uepe3 HuX mnepenesna. Hakonen DmuHop mpoOuiiack K OuOIMoTeKe.
U nenyro BEYHOCTH C APOKAUMMHU KOJIEHKaAMU CTOs1a IEpe] NPUKPBITOM ABEPBIO, HE PELIAsCh €€
pacnaxHyTh.

bubnuorexa Obuta mycra.

Hn OI[HOﬁ KHHUI'U HE 6I)IJ'IO HH Ha CTCIJIAXKAaX, HU B BUTPHUHAX, CTCKJIa KOTOPBIX ObLIH p336I/ITI)I,
HU JaXe Ha noity. Bee ncuesno. A Ha moToKe O0NTaNICS MEPTBBINA PHDKUN TIETYX.

VBuzmeB ero, DIMHOpP BCKpUKHYJda. [IThia Bucena BHHM3 TOJIOBOHM, OOponka crajaina Ha
3aCTBIBIIMC 171a3a. Hepbfl Ha pr)KGfI rpyake, n€CTPhIX KPbUIbAX U AJIMHHOM TCMHO-3CJICHOM XBOCTC
HepeNUBAINCh, KaK menk. Kazaaock, 4To B HUX €IIe TeIUINIACh )KU3Hb.

OnHo 13 OKOH ObLIO OTKpBITO. Ha 6eoM 1akupoBaHHOM MOJOKOHHHUKE ca)keil Obuia Hapu-
COBaHa CTPEJIKa, yKa3bIBaBIIas HAPY)Ky. DIUHOP HETBEPIBIM IIarOM TOIOILIA K OKHY: OT CTpaxa
HOTH €€ He CIyIIaiCh. B cBeTe JyHBI OHA yBHIENA JIEKABIIYIO HAa ra30HE OEI0BaTO-CEPyI0 Kydy
neria. [lo nBety Ta HamoMuHaNa KpbUlbst MOJU. Mnu coxokeHHyro Oymary.

Bort rie onm, Bce ee aparoneHHble KHUTH. BepHee, To, YTO OT HUX OCTaIOCh.

3J'II/IHOp OImMyCTWJIaCh HAa ACPCBAHHBIC IMMOJTOBUIIBI, KOTOPLIC KOIrAa-TO TIIATCIBHO BI)I6I/IpaJ'Ia
JUTst cBoel OubnroTeku. B okHO Momys 3HAKOMBIN BETEp, M B KOMHATE 3aIlaxJio MOYTH TakK e, Kak
B 1iepkBU KanpukopHa. DIMHOP XOTENOCh KpUUaTh, PyraTbCs, ChIIaTh NPOKIATUSAMHU, HO OHA HE
MOTJIa TPOU3HECTH HU CIIOBA. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OHA 3aIlIaKaa.
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Xopolwlee MmecTo, YTOObI OCTaTbCA

— V mensa nem mamul, — cxazan Iumep.
Y nezo ne npocmo ne 6vi10 mamvi. Mama emy Ovlia He HYHCHA.
OH 6000ue cuumal, Ymo Mama 4eno8exKy Hu K Yemy.

Jie. M. Bappu. ITumep Ihn'!

KBaprupa, xotopyto cnaBan ®eHoIM0, HAXOAMIACh BCEr0 Yepe3 JIBE YJIOUYKU OT €ro JoMa.
B Heit Ob110 1Be KOMHATBI, KyXHsI U MaJllOCEHbKasi BaHHas. HecMoTps Ha TO 4TO KOMHAThI ObLIN
TEMHOBAThI, a KPOBATU CKpUIIETH, MerTu craia Xopolo.

A Mo 3710i1 HOUbIO coBceM He criall. M3-3a komausero Bu3ra Merru Tpuxasl Ipochinaiach
1 KaX/IbIil pa3 BUJIENa, KaK OH Jiexkall, 3aJI0’KUB PYKH 3a TOJIOBY, U CMOTPEN B TEMHOE OKHO.

YTpoM OH BCTaj OYEHb PaHO U KyNHJI TeIible OyJIOUKH B MaJ€HbKOM Mara3MHYMKe B KOHLIE
yauipl. [Tocne 3aBTpaka oHu ¢ Merru noexaiu B COCETHUIM TOPOIOK 3a BCEM, UTO ObLIO HEOOXO-
aumo Mo nist pabotsl. [locne Toro kak OHM KyHHWJIM HOX, KUCTOUYKH, TKaHb M IJIOTHBIA KapTOH,
MOTOJIaM ChEJIM TUTAHTCKOE MOPOXKEHOE B IprOpexHOoM Kade, y Merru ObII0 Takoe OIIyIIeHHE,
YTO OHU Ha KaHuKy’iax. Korna Mo nocryyan B 1Beps deHonno, oHa Bee elle 4yBCTBOBaJIa BO PTY
cnaakuii Bkyc. Ctapuk 1 Mo BBIIHWIIN €11ie Mo Yallike Kode B 3eJIeHOI KyxHe, a IOTOM BCE BTPOEM
MOJHSUTMCH Ha YepAaK, I7Ie MIcareilb XpaHUJ CBOU KHUTH.

VYBUEB MBUIBHBIE CTEIaXH, MO BOCKIIUKHYJI:

— I'mazam He Bepro! Hano y Bac cpouno 3a0pate Bce kuuru! Koraa Bbl mocieanuii pa3 crona
3axoaunu? b1k cO cTpaHuIl XOTh IIMareneM cockpebait!

@DEeHOIMO CTaJIO CTHIAHO, M BCE YK€ OH MOIBITAJICS ONPaBAATHCA:

— MHe npuIuIoch NepecenuTh UX CI0/a, TOTOMY YTO BHU3Y M3-3a CTEIJUIAXKEH CTaJIO CIMIIKOM
tecHO. K Tomy ke 51 xoTen ybepeub UX OT BHYKOB.

— OnHu OBl HE IPUYUHWIN CTOJIBKO BPEJIa, CKOJIBKO CHIPOCTH U MbUIb, — Pa3Apa)xKeHHO MPOro-
Bopw1 Mo.

[Tocne aTux cioB @eHonno nocnemui yranutbes. Cryckasch ¢ Merr mo KpyToit JISCTHHIIE,
OH IO0COYYBCTBOBAJI €M

— bennblit pebeHok. TBOM oTel Bceraa Takoi cTporuit?

— Tonbko Koraa e1o Kacaercsi KHUT, — OTBETHJIA OHA.

@DeHoIMOo Kcue3 B CBOeM KaOUHeTe Mpex/ie, 4eM Merru ycmnena ero o 4eM-i1u00 CIpoCuTh,
a JileTd ObUIM B LIKOJIE U B JIETCKOM Cajay, TaK YTO OHA B3sJla KHUTH, MOAApEHHbIE el DIuHOp, U
yceJlach Ha JIECTHHUILY, BEAYLIYIO B KPOILIEUHBIH NanucagHuK. J{ukue po3bl pociu B HEM TaK I'ycTo,
YTO U 1Ay HEeJb3s OBLIO CTYMHUTh, YTOOBI HE 3a/71eTh X. C BEpXHEH CTYNEHbKU OBLIIO BUTHO MOPE.
Ha camom nene BogHas miajp Obula Jajieko, HO Ka3aloch, YTO JI0 HEE PyKOU MOJaTh.

Merru cHOBa OTKpbUIa COOPHUK CTUXOB M 3aXMypHJIach OoT conHua. [Ipexne yem Havyarh
YUTaTh, OHA OMISHYJIACh, YTOOBI YIOCTOBEPUTHCS, YTO Mo HaBepxy. OHa coOupanach KOe-uTo
nonpo0OoBaTh U HE XOTeNa, YTOOBI OH 3acTaj €€ 3a 3TUM 3aHATHEeM. Merru ObuIo CTBITHO, HO OHA
MIPOCTO HE MOTJIA YCTOSITh MEpe]l UCKYILIEHUEM.

YOeauBIIucey B TOM, 4TO HUKOTO HET, OHA TIIYOOKO BIOXHYJIA, OTKAILISIACh M Hadaa. ['yOsl,
Kak y Mo, nackanu cioBa, Kak OyATO Ka)KJbli 3ByK — 3TO HOTa U, €CIIU MPOU3HECTH €ro rpyodo,
Menoaust yrparut onarozByune. Ho Bckope Merru 3ameruina, 4To, €Ciau yAeasITh BHUMaHUE Kax-
JIOMY CJIOBY U CJIEIUTH TOJIBKO 3@ 3ByYaHHEM, a HE 3a CMBICIIOM, HEBO3MOYKHO pa3o0paTh Npeasio-
KEHMs. A BMECTE ¢ HUMH TEPSIIOTCS M ONMCaHHbIE KapTUHBL. Bce okazanoch ciokHee, 4YeM OHa

"' 3nech u ganee nepecka3 1. TokmakoBoii.
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npeanosaraga. Merru ycrana. PasmopeHHas xapoi, OHa HaKOHEL[ 3aKpbljla KHUTY U MOACTaBHIIA
JIMIIO TETUTBIM COJTHEYHBIM JTydaM. Bce paBHO 9TO ObLIa Tiymas 3ates. . .

Bo Bropoii nosnosune ans [Iunmo, Puko u [layna 3amm 3a Merru u oTpaBWINCh TYJISTb.
OHU KynUIIM OECTh B MarasuH4MKe, KyJa yTpoM 3axoaust Mo, cenu Ha 3a00p Ha Kparo JepeBHU
U CTalM HaOMIoaTh, KAK MypaBbU TallaT 10 HEPOBHBIM KaMHSIM COCHOBBIE UTOJIKU U LIBETOYHbBIE
cemeHa. Koria uM 310 HaCKy4mIii0, OHU NPUHSIMCH CYUTATh MPOIUIBIBABILINE BJIaJIeKe KOpadiiu.

Crnenyromuii AeHs mpoiien Tak xe. Maorna Merru cnipammmBaina ceos: «MHTepecHo, rie ceit-
yac Caxepyk? C aum nu ®apun? Kak tam noxuaet Inurop? He morepsinia v oHa Hac?» — HO HE
MOTIJIa OTBETUTh HU Ha OJIMH U3 3TUX BOIPOCOB. Eli He yanoch Jaxke BBISICHUTD, HaJl YEM B CBOEM
kabunete pabdoran @enonuno. Ilayma oguH pa3 crpsiTanack y HEro Imoj CTOJIOM, HO BCE, YTO OHA
coobmmia: «OH XOAHUT TyJa-Clo/la U TPhI3ET KapaHaI).

— Mo, korna mbl noeaeM K DnuHop? — cupocuia Merru Ha BTOPYI0 HOUb, CHOBA IIO4YBCTBO-
BaB, YTO OH HE MOXET YCHYTb.

JleBouka cena Ha Kpaid €ero KpoBaTH, U Ta 3aCKpHUIIEIIA.

— Ckopo, — orBeTun oH. — Crin.

— Tl Mo HeM cKy4aenib? — HEOXKUIAHHO cripocuiia Merru 1 caMa yIuBHJIach 3TOMY BOTIPOCY:
OH IIPOCTO COPBAJICS y HEE C T'y0.

Mo nosro mosyan.

— NHorna, — cka3aim OH HaKOHEL. — Y TPOM, THEM, BEYEPOM M HOUBIO. [1ouTH MOCTOAHHO.

Merru nouyBCTBOBaJIA, KAK KOTOTKM PEBHOCTH BIMJIUCH €1 B cep/ilie. 3HAKOMOE OILyIlIEHUE:
OHO TPOCHINAJIOCh KX pa3, Koraa y Mo mosBisiiack HoBast oapyra. Ho peBHOBaTh K c00-
CTBEHHOU marepu?

— Pacckaxxu MHE 0 Heil, — Tuxo nonpocwia Merru. — Ho He Haf0 3TUX NpuIyMaHHbIX UCTO-
Ui, KOTOpPBIE Tl PACCKa3bIBAJI PAHbLIE.

Korga Merru 6b11a MaleHbKOM, OHA MBITANIACH HANTH MOAXOAIIYI0 MaTh B KHUTAX, HO B €€
JTHOOMMBIX UCTOPHUSAX Takoro nepcoHaxa He 0bu10. Tom Coliep? Cupota. I'ek ®unn? Het marepu.
Jlxum Ilyroska u Ilutep I15H ¢ norepsHHbIMU Manbuunikamu? To ke camoe... CIMCOK MOXKHO
OBLIO MPOJOIKATE. A B CKa3KaxX BCTPEUAIHCh JINOO 37IbI€ MAU€XH, JINOO MaTepH, KOTOPbIE HE 3HAJIN
cocTpamanusi. TO 4acTo yremano Merru: Ka3anoch, HET HUUero HeOOBIYHOTO B TOM, YTOOBI HE
umeTh marepu. 1o kpaiineii Mepe, Tak ObUTO /Ui TEPOEB €€ JTFOONMBIX KHHT.

— Yto Tebe pacckazarb? — cripocrsi Mo, IS B OKHO, 32 KOTOPBIM, BU3Ka, KaK JICTH, OISAThH
Jpaiuch KOThL. — ThI OoJbIIIe OX0Ka Ha Hee, yeM Ha MeHs. K cuacTtpro. OHa cMeeTcs, KaK Thl, ’
TOYHO KakK ThI )KyeT MpsAb BOJIOC, KOTJa YATaeT. Y Hee ONM30pyKOCTh, HO OHA CIHUIIKOM ropjasi,
YTOOBI HOCUTH OYKH. ..

— 41 ee nonumaro. — Merru cena psajgom ¢ Mo.

Pana ot ykyca cobaku y HEro Ha pyke 1moutu 3axuia. 1 Bce-Taku Ha 3TOM MeCTe OCTaHEeTCs
nipaM. Takoi ke, Kak OT paHbl AEBATUIETHEN TaBHOCTH, Koraa bacra nmomocHyn Mo HOxOM.

— Ilouemy 370 THI €€ MoHUMaeb? — cripocusl Mo. — MHe HpaBsITCS OUKH.

— A MHe HerT. Pacckaxu ene.

— OHa J1100UT KaMHH, KpyIJIbI€ MJIOCKME KaMHH, KOTOpbIE IPUITHO JepkaTh B pyke. Ilapa
TaKWX BCETIa €CTh y Hee B cyMKe. Elle oHa KitafieT ux Ha KHUTH, 0COOEHHO Ha KapMaHHBIE, TOTOMY
YTO €l He HpaBUTCS, Korja o0l0oKKa OTTOoNbIpUBaeTcs. Thl BCErna OTHUMANA Yy HEE 3TU KaMHU U
Karaja uXx IO IOJy.

— Hexopomo s ceds Bena.

— Jla HeT, OHa HIeKOTajla TBOK JOCHSIIYIOCS MAJICHBbKYIO HIEHKY J0 TeX IOp, MOKA Thl HE
BbIITyCKajla KAMHHU U3 pyK. — Mo noBepHyscst kK Merru. — Ckaku, Thl IIpaB/ia 10 HEM He cKydaelb?

— He 3nato. Tonbko Koraa 3/110ch Ha TEOS.

— To ecTh IPUMEPHO AOKUHY pa3 B JICHb.
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— Hempaspa!

VYnp1OHyBLIMCH, MerTH MUXHYJa ero JIOKTEM B 00K. OHU NpUCTYIIAINCh K HOYHON TUIIHMHE
3a OKHOM. KOTbI 3aMONKIIM, HABEpHOE 3aJU3bIBasi CBOM paHbl. Y Mara3uH4uMka Merru HecKoJbKo
pa3 BUJeIIa IoJ0caToro KoTa ¢ pa3oipaHHbIM yXoM. Bripyr el noka3anock, 4To OHa CIABILIUT LIYM
MOpsi, HO BO3MOYKHO, 3TO ObUI IPOCTO I'yJl MALIUH C aBTOCTPAbI.

— Kak 161 qymaens, rae ceituac Caxepyk? — cnpocuiia Merru.

TeMa okyTasna ee MATKUM MOKPBIBAJIOM, U OHA IoAyMaJa, yTo OyJeT CKy4aTh MO 3JCIHIHEMY
TEIIOMY BO3IYXY.

— He 3Har0, — paccesHHo orBetust Mo. — Haneroch, naneko orcroga. Ho He yBepeH.

Merru TO)X€ COMHEBajaach B TOM, YTO OH JaJIEKO.

— Jlymaennb, MaJIBYHK BCE €11e C HUM?

®apua. Eit HpaBWIOCH 3TO UMSL.

— Ckopee Bcero, n1a. OH mo0exalt 3a HUM, KaK BEPHBIH TeC 3a XO35HHOM.

— Iloromy uto Caxkepyk eMy HpaBuTcs. Jlymaelp, 3T0 B3aUMHO?

Mo noxain rmie4amu:

— TpynHo cka3atb, uro HpaBuTcs Caxepyky.

Merru nonoxuia rojoBy OTIy Ha Ipynb. Jloma oHa Bcerna Tak Aeinajia, Korjna OH paccKasbl-
BaJl €1 UICTOPUH.

— OH Bce emie xoueT 1o0parbes 10 KHUTH, Aa? — MpoluenTana oHa. — bacra paspexer ero Ha
KyCOYKH, eciiu noriMaeT. HaBepHsika OH TaBHO YK€ pa3100bL1 HOBBIM HOX.

Ha y3Kkoi1 ynouke nocusimanuck mard. KTo-To OTKpbUT ¥ TYT K€ 3aXJIOMHYII ABEPh. 3anasiia
co0aka.

Mo cka3ai:

— Ecnu ObI He ThI, 51 OBl TOXE BEPHYJICS.
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Bontnuebin NMunno

— Bac xmo-mo esen 6 zabmyscoenue, — ckaszana emy Jlromuk. —
30eco nem nuxaxotl Oepesnu. Brudicauuias HaxX0OUmcs 8 HeCKOIbKUX MUJISIX
omcroa.

— 3uauum, HUKMO He YCALIUWUM MEOUX KPUKOB, — NPOSOBOPUIL
cuyuauey u 6pocuics Ha Hee.

Y. I'onoman. Ipunyecca-ueeecma

Ha cnenyrommii neHp, 4acoB B JeciTh yTpa, DnuHop no3BoHwia Penonno. Merru Oblia
Ha yep/iake U HaOmoaana, ¢ Kakol 0OCTOPOKHOCThI0O MO CHUMAeT ¢ KHUTU MOKPBITYIO IIECEHbIO
00510%kKy. OH CJIIOBHO JJ0CTaBaJ U3 KalkaHa paHEHOE )KUBOTHOE.

— Moptumep! — kpukHys1 OEHONMO B JIECTHUYHBIN NIpoeM. — TyT 3BOHUT KakKasi-TO UCTEpUY-
Has 6abeHKa: yTBepKIaeT, YTo TBOsI moapyra. bonbiie s HU cioBa HE cMOT pa3o0parth.

Mo oTnI0)KUI pa3neTyro KHUKKY B CTOPOHY U CIyCTHICA. DEHOINO MPauyHO NPOTSIHYI EMY
TpYyOKy, U TUXUH KaOWHET HANOJHUIICS KpUKaMH TrHeBa U oT4asHuA. Ilo oTaenbHBIM Bo3miacam
OnuHOp Mo ¢ TpyZIoM, HO BCE K€ BOCCTAHOBWII KAPTUHY IPOU3OLLEILIETO.

Merru ycaslmana, Kak OH TOBOPHIL:

— Ho xak oH y3Han? Ax na, koHeuHo... CoxokeHbl? Bee? — Mo npoBen pykoil 1o juny u
B3IJIIHYJ HAa Merru, Ho el moKa3ajloch, YTO OH CMOTPHUT CKBO3b Hee. — JIanHO, 1OroBOpHINCH, —
cKka3as oH HakoHell. — Ho, 6010ck, 371ech OHU Tebe ToXe He MOBepsT. A 3a TO, YTO MPOU3OLLIO C
TBOMMU KHUTaMH, 3AELIHsISI HOJIMLIKS OTBETCTBEHHOCTH He HeceT. .. [la, xopomo. Koneuno, s Te6s
BCTpeuy. [la.

Mo nonoxun TpyOKy.

@DeHOMMOo HE MOT CKPBITh CBOETO JI000NbITCTBA. CTapuK MOYYsUT HOBYIO HCTOPHIO.

—UYro 370 OBIIO? — ¢ HETEPIIEHUEM CIIPOCHII OH Y Mo, KOTOPBI He CBOJMII IM1a3 ¢ TenedoHa.
bruia cy660Ta. Puko, kak 006e3bsiHKa, CUIeN Ha CIIMHe y AeAyIkH, a [layna u Ilunmo eme He nosis-
JsIUCh. — MopTtuMep, uTo cityunnock? Tel ¢ Hamu Gosblie He pa3roBapuBaelib? CIOBHO BOJbI B
pot Habpan! Merru, nocmotpu Ha otua! CTOUT, He LIETOXHETCS.

— 3BoHuIa DnuHop, — nporosopui Mo. — Terymka Merru. S Tebe npo Hee pacckasbIBall.
K Heit Bnomunucs monu KanpukopHa, Bo BceM JJoMe NOOpocany KHUTH Ha MO ¥ pacTonTanu. A
KHUTU U3 OMOIMOTEKH, BCE CaMO€ LIEHHOE, OHH. .. — MO Ha MTHOBEHHUE 3aMOJT4aJl, — BBIHECIIU B Cajl
U coXIU. B mycTolt OubianoTeke oHa Hallula TOJIBKO MEPTBOTO HeTyXa.

CHsB Puxo co cnunbl, @eHonno ckaszai:

— Iloiinn mocmotpu, kak Tam kotsta! He crout tebe 310 ciaymars. — Masbli cTan ObuIo
BO3paxaTh, HO JIeAyllIKa Oe3 JIMIIHUX Pa3roBOPOB BBICTABUII €ro0 3a Bepb. [loBepHyBIICH K MO,
®enonuo cnpocui: — [louemy TbI Tak yBepeH, uTo 3T0 Aeio pyk KanpukopHna?

— A K10 eme Mor Takoe czenarb? Kpome Toro, pelKui eTyx, HaCKOJIBKO sl IOMHIO, €70 3HAK.
Wnu Th1 yxe 3a0b11 COOCTBEHHYIO HCTOPHUIO?

[TomonuaB, @EHONHO C TAKEIBIM B3A0XOM IIPOTOBOPHUIL:

— Het-Her, s moMHIO.

— A kak DnuHOp? — TPEBOXKHO cripocuia Merru.

— K cuacTstio, 3T0 ci1yunsocs 10 ee Bo3BpaieHus. OHa exana gomoit He criema. Craa Gory.
Ho moxems ceGe npeactaButh ee coctosiuue. Ee syunive kHuru, 0oxe Moii. . .

HepsHo cobupast ¢ KOBpa UrpyLIEYHbIX COINATUKOB, DEHOINO ITTyX0 CKaza:

— Ha, KanpuxopH mro6ut orons. Eciiu 310 1 npasna ObU1 OH, Ballla MoJpyra J10bKHA ObITh
paza, 4To OH U €€ 3a0/IHO HE CXKETL.

149



K. ®yHke. «YepHunbHoe cepaue»

— 4 eit nepenam, — ckazan Mo, B3s1 co cTona OeHonno cnu4eyHblil KOpOOOK, OTKPBLI €T0,
a MIOTOM MEJJIEHHO 3aKpbLIL.

— A 4TO ¢ MOMMU KHUTaMH, KOTOpBIE 5 CIpsITalia MO KpoBaThio? — poOko cripocusia Merru.

Mo nonoxun kopoOok 00paTHO Ha CTOJ U OTBETHIL:

— DTO €AMHCTBEHHAs XOpOllIask HOBOCTh: TBOM KHUTH JIeXkaT MOJ KPOBaThIO B LEIOCTH U
COXPaHHOCTH. DJIMHOP NPOBEPUIIA.

Merru 005Ier4€HHO B3I0XHYIIA.

Kro cxxer xuuru Onunop? bacra? Hert, bacra Gosuica oras. Merru ominyHO MOMHUIIA, KaK
Caxepyk HacMexaJicsi HaJl €ro cTpaxoM. B o0mieM, He Tak yX BaKHO, KTO M3 YEPHOKYPTOUHUKOB
3TO caenain. [maBHOe, 4TO COKPOBHILA DIMHOP YHUUTOXKEHBI, U TENEPb HUKTO HE CMOYKET UX BEp-
HYTb, 1axe Mo.

— DNUHOP MPUJIETHUT CIOJla Ha CaMOJIETE, 51 I0OJKEH €€ BCTPETUTD, — ckazall Mo. — Ona onep-
JKMMa ueen HarpaBuTh Ha KanpukopHa nonunuto. S ckasai ei, 4To U3 3TOr0 HUYEro He BBIMACT.
Jlaxxe ecnu el yaacTces J10Ka3aTh, 4TO K HEW B JIOM BJIOMMWJIMCH €TI0 JIFOAU, HET HUKAKUX MOJTBEp-
XKJACHUN TOMY, YTO UMEHHO OH OTJal npuka3. Ho DnuHop ynpsimas, Thl ke ee 3Haelllb.

Merru yHbu10 KUBHY/a. Jla, oHa 3HaJ1a DIMHOP — M XOPOLIO €€ IOHUMaIa.

A ®eHOIHNO TOTBKO PACCMESIICS:

— Ilomuuus! Hukakas nonuuus i Kanpukopna He nomexa! OH KUBET O COOCTBEHHBIM
IpaBUJIaM U 3aKOHaM. ..

— Ilepecranb! DTO — *KU3HB, a HE O/IHA U3 TBOUX KHUT, — PE3KO IpepBai ero Mo. — Moxer, u
IPUATHO BBIIYMBIBaTh TAaKUX NEpCcOHaXkel, kak KanpukopH, HO, MOBEpb MHE, BO BCTPEUE C HUMU
MaJio mpusTHOro. S moexain B a3ponopt. Merru ocraercs 3aech. [I[pucmorpu 3a HEd.

Mo Beiien, He yenena Merru u Bo3pazuts. OHa nobesxasa 3a HUM, HO Ha yJIMIle HaTKHYJIach
Ha [layny u [Munmo. Jletu cxBaruiu ee u moTammin 3a coooi. OHU XOTeNnu pa3bIrparh OIHY U3
JeTyIIKUHBIX UCTOPHA, 1 Merru AommkHa Oblia BHIOpaTh, KeM OHa OyZeT: JIFOI0EeIOM, BEIbMOM
WIN LIECTUPYKUM dynoBuileM. Korna oHa HakoHell OTLENUIAch OT Mablleld U mpulexana Ha
IUIOIAb, OBUTO yKe 1mo3aH0: Mo yexan. Basroil HampokaT MammHbBI HAa MecTe He Obu1o. Bo3ne
namMsATHUKA Noruomum Merru oOHapyskusa TOJIbKO HECKOIBKUX CTAPUKOB, KOTOPHIE, 3aCYHYB PyKU
B KapMaHbl, CMOTPEJIN Ha MOPE.

B HepemmrensHOCTH OHa MojoILIa K MAMITHUKY U cella Ha cTyneHu. Merru Obuia He B
HACTPOEHUM TOHSTHCS 3a BHyKamMu DEeHONNO MO OMy WJIM UIpaTh ¢ HUMU B HpsaTku. Her, ona
OyZeT MpOCTO CUAETH 3[€Ch U K AaTh Bo3BpalieHust Mo. ['opsiuunii BeTep, KOTOpbIH MPOLLIOI HOYBIO
TYJISUI 110 JIEPEBHE U 3aChINall MOJAOKOHHUKHM MEJKUM NecKoM, cTHX. Bo3nyx octsui. Hax Mmopem
He00 OBLIO eImIe ICHBIM, HO CO CTOPOHBI XOJIMOB OHO YK€ HAaYaJIo 3aTATUBATHCS CEPBHIMH OOJTaKaMH.
Kaxxaplit pa3, korjna oHU 3aKphIBaJIM COJIHIIE U HA JAEPEBHIO JOXKHUIACh TEHb, IO cIMHE Merru npo-
Oerai 03HOO.

Uepes HECKOIBKO MUHYT K HEH Ha MPAMBIX Jlanax U ¢ MOAHITHIM XBOCTOM IOJIKpAsCs KOTe-
HOK. Ha cepoii mepctu cunenu kiemny, a pedpa Topyaiv Tak, YTO UX MOKHO OBLIO IEPECUUTATD.
Merru THXOHBKO TOMaHHJIA €T0, ¥ OH, yp4a, MOTAHYICS K PyKe, 9TOOBI ero noriaauian. OueBuaHo,
KOTEHOK ObUT O€3MOMHBII: Ha HeM He Obuto omeliHuka. Kpome Toro, Oynp y HEro 3a00TIUBBIN
XO031MH, OH He ObUI Obl TaKUM XyAbIM. Merru yecana KOTE€HKa 3a yIlaMH, IJIaJuiia eMy LIeHKy U
CIIMHKY, @ caMa He CBOJWJIA I1a3 C IOPOTH, KOTOpas cpasy 3a IepEBHEN KpyTO OBOpaYHBaIa.

Jonro mu exars 10 6muxkaiiiero asponopra? Merru ynepiachk pykamu B moa0opoaok. Tsoke-
Jble JOXKJIEBbIE 00J1aka y Hee HaJl TOJIOBOM yIpoXKarolle Crylaiuch.

KoteHnok Tepcest cnuHoi 0 HOTy 1eBOYKM. Merru nposena najibliamMu 10 TPSA3HOW EPCTH, U
TYT €l Ha yM IpULIe] HEOXKHUJAaHHBIN Bompoc: uTo, ecnu Caxkepyk Bbiain KanpukopHy HE TOJIBKO
azpec DIMHOP, HO U pacckasall, rie >kuByT oHu ¢ Mo? Torga B cBoeM JIBOpe OHM TOXKE HAWUAYT
kyuay nemna? Her. OHa He XoTena 6osbiie 00 TOM 1yMarh.
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— OH He 3HaeT, re Hau qoM! — npomienTana Merru. — On Hudero He 3HaeT. CaxkepyK HUYEro
eMy IIpo Hac He paccka3ai. — OHa MOBTOPsIJIa 3TH CJI0BAa CHOBA U CHOBA, KaK 3aKJIMHAHUE.

Bckope Merru nodyBcTBOBaia, Kak €i Ha pyKy yIajau nepBble Karmiu Aox1si. OHa noaHsia
TOJIOBY: Ty4H 3aTSIHYJIM HEOO MJIOTHOM MEeJIeHOM, OT J1a3ypH He ocTanoch U ciena. Kak OpicTpo Ha
Mope MeHsieTcst moroga! «Pa3 Tak, mogokIy ero B KBapTupe, — noxymaina Merru. — MoxeT ObITb,
TaM J1ayke HalJIeTCsl MOJIOKO Ui KoTeHKa». Korna oHa nojHsia 6eqHo€e co31aHue, 0Ka3ajloch, YTO
OHO BECHUT HE 00JIbIlIe HOCOBOTO IUIaTKa. Merru Hecila KOTEHKAa O4€Hb OCTOPOXKHO, 00SICh €My UTO-
HUOYIb CIIOMaTh.

B xBaptupe Obu1a KpomeliHas TbMa — yTpoM Mo 3aKpblil CTaBHU, YTOObI COJHIIE HE Harpe-
Basio nometenue. [lox Mmopocsmum noxxaem Merru npoMoksia 1, BORAS B IPOXJIaJHYIO CIIAJIBHIO,
3aaporkana BceM TesoM. OHa mocaauia KOTeHKa Ha pa300paHHYI0 TOCTENb, HATSHYJA Ha ce0s CBH-
Tep Mo, KoTOpbIil ObLT €l BesUK, U noOexasia Ha KyXHI0. B makere octanoch COBCEM HEMHOTO
MOJIOKa, HO, ITOCJIe TOr0 Kak Merru pa3daBuiia ero TeIryIol BOAOH, €ro XBaTHIIO KaK pa3 Ha MaJICHb-
Ky MHCOUKY.

Korna ona nocraBmuiia MUCKY psiIOM C KpOBaTblO, KOTEHOK TaK OBICTPO MOOEXkas K MOJIOKY,
YTO UyTh HE 3aIyTajcs B COOCTBEHHBIX Jlanax. Jloxkap ycunuics. Merru cisliana, Kak OH CTydall
1o MoctoBoi. OHa 1ojo1111a K OKHY U OTKpbL1a cTaBHU. He0o Haz kpbliaMu ObLIO COBCEM TEMHOE
— Kak OyATo conHIe yke 3amuio. Merru cena Ha kpoBath Mo. KOTeHOK %aHO BBIIU3bIBAJI MUCKY,
CHOBA U CHOBA ITPOBO/ISI PO30BBIM S3BIYKOM I10 LIBETACTOMY CTEKJIY, YTOOBI Ha HEM HE OCTAJIOCh HU
Karuy JlakoMctBa. Bapyr Merru ycabliimana npubamkasiuecs mard. Yepe3 MrHOBEHUE B JIBEPh
nocty4anu. Kto 310? Mo He MOT Tak CKOpO BEpHYThCS. A MOXKET, OH 4TO-HHOY b 3206117 KoTeHok
TYyT ke ucue3. HaBepHoe, cripsitasics moJ KpoBaThIo.

— Kro Tam? — cnpocuna Merru.

— Merru! — nocnslmancs AETCKUi rojaoc.

Koneuno, sto Ilayna wnu ITunmo. [la, ckopee Bcero, [Iunmo. XoueT no3Bars ee HaOIOIaTh
3a MypaBbsiMH. [laxke 10x1b eMy He moMexa. M3-1moji KpoBaTu BBICYHYJIACh cepast Janka v MpHHs-
Jach UrpaTh HIHYPKOM OT €€ 0OTHHKA. Merru Bhlllula B KPOIIEYHbIN KOPUIOP U Yepes3 IBEph Mpo-
Kpuyana:

— VY MeHs ceiiyac HET BpeMEHH JJisi urp!

— Iloxanyiicra, Merru! — B3monuics [Iumnro.

Tsoxeno B3noxHyB, Merru oTKpbuia ABEPh... H OKa3aJIach JIMIIOM K JUIly ¢ bacTou.

— IlocMoTpH, KTO TYT Y Hac, — CKa3aj OH YTPOXKaIOIIe TUXHUM TOJIOCOM, OOXBATUB PYKOH
TOHEHbKY!O0 1eiKy [lunmo. — Uto Thl Ha 3TO cKaxkelb, [I1ockoHOC? ¥V Hee HEeT BpeMeHHU ISl Urp.

Bacra rpy6o Tonknyn Merru oOparHo B KBapTupy u BMecte ¢ [Tunmo Bomen cam. Bemen 3a
HUM, C TPYZIOM IIPOTUCHYB IIMPOKHE IJIEYU B Y3KUN ABEPHOI poem, B kopuaop BBaiuics [lnoc-
KOHOC.

— OtmycTH ero! — ApokaiuM roiaocoM KpukHyna Merru. — Tol nenaemnis emy OOJIBHO.

— Pa3Be? — bacra omycTui rosoy, 4To0b TOCMOTpeTh Ha OeaHoe uio [Iummo. — C moei
CTOPOHBI 3TO, KOHEYHO, HEBEXKIIMBO. Tem OoJee 4To MaTBIMK TakK JIF0OE3HO MOKa3all HaM, re Teos
HaiiTu. — U on eme kpenye cxkan meto [lumnmo. — 3Haelb, CKOIbKO MBI MPOJIEkKATH B TOM Mep3-
kol xmwxkuHe? — OH Tak 3510 mocMoTpen Ha Merru, 4to Ta ormarHyiaachk. — O-0-oueHs poiro! —
npotsnyn bacta u mpuOIM3MII K HeH CBOE JIMChE JIMIO, TaK YTO MErTH yBUea B €ro ria3ax cBoe
oTpaxenue. — Bepno, [1nockonoc?

— YepTOBbI KpPBICHI U3TPHI3IN MHE BCE NaJblibl HA HOTaX, — IPOpPbIYAJl BEJIUKaH. — 3a 3TO 5
TOTOB BBIBEPHYTh MaJIEHBKOM BeJIbME HOC.

— Moxer ObITh, I03Ke TeOe MPEeACTaBUTCS Takasi BO3SMOXKHOCTh. — bacTa BronkHyn Merru B
TEMHYIO CIIAJIbHIO U crpocuit: — [ e TBoi otren? — 3arem, rpy6o nuxHys [lumnmo B ciuHy, Tak 4yTo
TOT HaJsieTea Ha Merru, nmpubaBuil: — MaJlbuuk cKaszasl HaM, 4To OH yexas. Kyna?
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— 3a nokynkamu, — orBeTuiaa Merru, 3aapIxasch OT CTpaxa, u npouentana: — Kak Tsl Hac
HaIien? — U TyT xe cama joraganack: Caxepyk. Kro xxe eme? Ha kakue sxe ob6emanus Kanpukopha
OH KyIIWJICS Ha ATOT paz?

— Caxepyk, — orBeTmi1 bacra, cioBHO mpounTtas ee Mbicau. — Ha cBere He Tak yX MHOTO
OpOISTUMX CyMacCIIEANINX, KOTOPBIE JIBIIIAT OTHEM U TACKAIOT ¢ COOOW PYYHYIO KYHHILY, KO BCEMY
IpoYeMy poraryro. Tak 4To HaM HY>KHO ObLIO TOJIBKO MOCIpaIlnBaTh JtoAei. A Beicieaus Caxe-
pyKa, Mbl, €CTECTBEHHO, 0OHAPY>KUJIM U TBOETo OTIa. Mbl HaHEeCau Obl BaM BU3UT €111€ HECKOJIBKO
JTHEH Ha3a/, eciiu OBl 3TOT OCEl... — OH C TaKOM cuiioi TKHyI [110cKkoHOCa JIOKTEM B )KUBOT, YTO TOT
XPIOKHYJ OT 00JIH, — HE TIOTEPSUT BaC U3 BUAY Ha ITyTH croAa. [Ipeke 4eM nomnacts B 3Ty IEPEBHIO,
MBI IIpOYECaIu JIKUHY JPYTUX U cTepiu cebe Bce HOrU. A OT OECKOHEUHBIX pPacCIpoOCOB y HAcC
YyTbh HE OTBAJMIINCH SI3bIKU. B UTOTE OIMH U3 T€X CTApUKOB, YTO LEJIBIMU JHSAMHU [V1a3€I0T Ha MOPE,
BCIIOMHUJI YesioBeka co mpamamu. Keraru, roe Caxepyk? — bacra yxmbutbHyscs. — Toxke yexan
3a MOKyNKamu?

Merru nokadasna rojloBoi U NIyXo POroBOpua:

— On ymen. J[aBHo.

3naunT, Caxxepyk ux Bce-Taku He npenan. Ha stor pa3 vet. U yckonb3nyn ot bactel. [omy-
MaB 00 3ToM, Merru 4yTh He ynbiOHyachk. [IpmkaB k cebe onemeBiero ot crpaxa [lunmo, ona
pe3Ko ckaszana:

— BrlI enie nokaneere 0 TOM, 4TO COXKITIM KHUTH DIHHOP!

— Yro ThI roBOpUIIL? — 3710 YNbIOHYCS bacta. — C kakoil cTaTh Mbl JOJDKHBI KalleTh? YBe-
pen: Kokepenb 310poBo noBecenuics. A Tenepb XBaTUT 0ONTaTh, y HAC HE TaK MHOT'O BPEMEHH.
Manpunk, — bacra ykaszan Ha [Iunmno, v TOT OTIIATHYJICS OT MaJiblia, KaK OT HOXa, — pacckKas3ai
HaM KO€-UTO JIFOOOIBITHOE ITPO CBOETO AETYIIKY, KOTOPbIH MUIIET KHUTH, U TIPO TO, UTO TBOU OTELl
OJIHOW U3 HUX CUJIbHO MHTEPECOBAJICA.

Merru criotnyna. [myneiii [lunmno. Manenbkuii 00N TIUBBIN AypadyokK.

— TeI yTO, A3bIK MporIoTUIA? — pABKHYN bacta. — MoxeT, MHe claBUTh HIEHKY MaJjbllia,
YTOOBI THI 3aroBopuUa’?

[Iunmo 3amakan v yTKHYJICS JTULOM B cBUTEp Mo, KoTophlii ObuT Ha Merru. [tansg manpunka
I10 TOJIOBE, OHA MOMbITAIACh €r0 YCIOKOUTD.

— V¥ ero aena Bce paBHO yXke HET TOM KHuru! — kpukayna Merru. — Bel ee naBHo ykpanu!

Co0CcTBEHHBIH roj0C MOKa3ajcs e YyKUM: HUKOT/a paHbllle B HEM He ObLIO CTOJILKO HEHa-
Buctu. OT cBoMX MbIciel Merru Toxe npuiia B yxac. Eif xorenocs nHyTh bacty, ynaputs ero,
JIOCTaTh y HEro U3-3a M0sCa HOBBIN OJECTIINUNA HOXK U BOH3UTh €EMY B KUBOT.

— Ykpanu? Heyxenu? — bacta yxmbuibHyJCs U mocMoTpelt Ha [limockoHoca. — DTo MBI ere
npoBepumM, aa’?

[1nockoHOC paccessHHO KUBHYII U CIIPOCHIL:

— ChpImumb, KTo-To cKpebdercs?

3ByK pa3faBaJics U3-110J KpoBaru. [liockoHOC mprcen Ha KOPTOUKH, OTJAEPHYJ CBUCABIIYIO
IPOCTHIHIO U MPHUHSUICA BOJUTH MO NOIY pyXbeM. Cepblil KOTEHOK, IIUIISA, BBICKOUMI U3 CBOETO
yKpbITUS. [I10CKOHOC MOMBITaNCs €ro noiMarb, HO TOT, 3alllUIIAsICh, IIOLapanal ero ypouiuBoe
mu1o. BekpukHyB oT 001, rpoMUIIa TIOHSJICSA U €O cloBaMu: «Sl cBepHy eMy mieto! Yepen mpo-
JoMJTIO | » — OpOCHIICS Ha KOTEHKA.

Merru xotena eMy nomenars, Ho bacrta ee onepeaui.

— Hwuuero ThI HE caienaenib! — mpoIunes oH, B TO BpeMs Kak KOTEHOK CKPBLICS O IIKa(oM. —
CkombKo pa3 Tebe rOBOpUTh: YOUBATh KOIIEK — IUIOXast pumMeTal

—Epynna! Bee aTo TBoM cyeBepHbie Opennu! S 3a CBOO )KHM3HB COTHE KOLIEK CBEpHYI mew! —
pyrancs IlnockoHOC, IPUIIOKUB PYKY K LIapanHe Ha Ieke. — MOKHO OAyMaTh, UYTO MHE HE BE3ET
Oosnblie, yem Tede. [lopoit MeHs pazapaxaroT TBOM npeapaccyaku: «He BcTynaii B 3Ty TeHb, HHaue
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OyneT HecyacThe... bl HaJeN JIEBBIN carmor npexae, 4yem mnpaswiii? bexa!.. O Het, TOT yenoBek
3€BHYJI — 3HAYUT, 3aBTpa 5 yIaay 3aMepTBO!»

—Ilepecrans! — npuxkpukHyn Ha Hero bacra. — Ecnu 31ech kto 1 Opeaur, Tak 3710 Tel! OTBean
JIETeN K JBEpHU.

[110cKOHOC BBITOIKAN UX B KOPUJIOP U PABKHYI Ha BUENUBLIETOCs B Merru MajibuuKa:

— Yero 11 HOEUIb? MBI HJIEM K TBOEMY JETyIIIKE.

Beiiing Ha ynuiy, onn nounwn 3a [lmockonocoM, u Ilumnmo tak kpenko cxBaruin Merru 3a
PYKY, YTO €ro KOPOTKHE HOI'TH OOJIBbHO BIOWIKCH €M B KOXKy. B 3TO Bpems oHa nymana: «[louemy
Mo Mmens He nociayman? Mel e MOITIM yeXaTb JOMO».

Jloxnap nua Kak u3 Benpa. Merru 4yBCTBOBaJIa, KaK XOJIOHbIE KAIUIM KaTUJIUCh IO JIUIY U
3aThUIKY. YIIMIBI OIMYCTENN: HE OBLJI0O HUKOTO, KTO MOT Obl UM IOMOYb. bacTa mien BIUIOTHYIO 3a
Hell. OHa crpliana, Kak OH THXO pyrajics Ha 10k1b. K tomy deHonno oHM noJ01IUIH IPOMOKIIINE
10 HUTKU: y Merru xmronanu 00THHKH, a Kyapu [lunmo npunumnum ko 10y. «MoxeT ObIThb, €ro
HeT noma!l — ¢ Hazexaoi nogymana Merru. — Uto Torna caenaet bacta?» Ho TyT kpacHas 1Bepb
OTKpbLIach, U Ha opor Bblena denonuno.

— BBbI uTO, pexHynuch: TyISITh B TaKylO MOroxy? — BCKpu4al oH. — S yxe cobupascs Bac
UCKaThb. A Hy Maplll JOoMoi!

— MoxHO HaMm TOXe BOUTH?

370/1€M TPUCIIOHUIIMCH CITMHAMU K CTEHE M0 00€ CTOPOHBI OT ABEPH, 4T00bI DEHOTNO UX HE
3aMeTus1, a Tenepb bacra Bblllen U3 yKpBITUS U NONOKUI pyku Merru Ha ruieun. IToka crapuk
YIAUBIEHHO CMOTpEJ Ha He3HakomIla, [[10CKoHOC BBICTYNMII BHEPE] U NMPOCYHYI HOTY B JBEPb.
[Tunmno npoBopHO, Kak Oeka, IPOCKOYMII MUMO IPOMMIIBI U CKPBUICS B JOME.

— Kt0 310? — cipocun ®@enonuo, ¢ ynpekoM misas Ha Merru, kak OyaTo oHa 100pOBOJIBHO
npuBesa K HeMy 3THX Jitoned. — Jpy3sst TBoero orua?

Merru cTepia ¢ auia Karin J0XAs U, OTBETUB HE MEHEE YKOPU3HEHHBIM B3IVISAI0OM, CKa3aa:

— Boo01iie-To oHM ckopee Bally 3HaKOMbIe!

— Mou? — ®eHoano NocMoTpes Ha Hee HEMOHUMAIOIIMMU IJ1a3aMU, IOTOM €11I€ Pa3 B3IVISIHYJI
Ha bacty u ouenenen. — boxe moit! 9Toro He MOXKET OBITh.

W3-3a ciunbl crapuka BeimisiHya [layna.

— IMunmo rader! — coobmmna ona. — OH crpsitaics B mkady.

— W x nemy! — ckazan denonuo, He cBons a3 ¢ bactel. — 4 ceituac npuny.

— bacra, nonro TbI emie cobupaenibcst Topyarh Ha ynuie? — npooypuan [lnockonoc. — Hpa-
BUTCSI MOKHYTb O] 10K 1eM?

— bacra! — noropun @eHonuo, mo-mpexxkHEMy CTOsl Y HUX Ha JI0pOre.

— Jla, crapuk, Tak MeHs 30ByT. — bacta ynabIOHYICs, ¥ €ro I1a3a IpeBpaTUINCh B LIEJIOUKH. —
MBpI 31€Ch, IOTOMY 4TO y T€0s €CTh BEIllb, KOTOpasi HaM HykHa. Kuwra. ..

Koneuno. Merru uyTth He paccMmesnack. OH Hu4ero He noHuMaet! bacra He 3HaeT, KTo Takon
®enonuo! Jla u oTkya emy 3HaTh? Kak OH MOT 10rajjaTbcsl, 4TO CTOUT MEPE YETOBEKOM, KOTOPBI
€ro mpuayMa, KOTOPBIM CO3/1ajl €ro JIUIO, HOXK U 37I00HBIN XapakTep U3 OyMaru U 4epHuI.

— XBarur 6onrars! — psiBkHya [mockonoc. — Bona MHe yxe Bce yIlu 3aauia.

OHn oronBuHyn @EHONNO, CIOBHO MPErpa)<IaBIlIyl0 MyTh BETKY, U MPOTUCHYJICSA B JBEPb.
bacra nogronknyn Merru u nocienosai 3a HUM. 13 kyxoHHoro mikaga pas3iaBaiich BCXJIUIbIBA-
Hus [Tunno. [ayna cTosna nepen 3akpbITON JBEPHIO U MbITaldach YCIOKOUTH Opara. Korna ®@eHo-
JIMO BMECTE C HE3HAKOMIIAMH BOLIEI B KyXHIO, OHa pa3BepHYysach U 00€CIIOKOEHHO IOCMOTpEia Ha
BeuHO xMypoe o [Tnockonoca. Kazanoce, oH He cMOT OBl YIBIOHYThCSI, JaXKe €CIIr ObI 3aX0TeN.

DeHonMo cen 3a CToJ U )kecToM nogo3sai [layity.

— Hy u e xe ona? — bacra ocMoTpesncst B TOUCKAaX KHUTH.

Ho crapuk Ob11 CTUIIIKOM MOTJIOIIEH CO3EPIIaHUEM CBOUX MEPCOHAXKEH, 4TOOBI 0TBe4aTh. OH
BO BCe I1a3a msien Ha bacty, kak OyTo 10 cuX 1MOp HE BEPUJI B €T0 CYIIECTBOBAHUE.
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Bwmecro Hero orBetnna Merru:

— 51 ke BaM yKe cKa3aja, 4YTO y Hero OoJiblie HET ATUX KHHUT!

bacra npomycTui ee cioBa MUMO yuieH , 1aB [IIOCKOHOCY 3HAK, HETEPIIEINBO ITPUKA3AIL:

— Haiinu ee!

Tot mpoBopuai 4To-TO B OTBET U MOMYMHMWICA. Merru ycipliana, Kak OH, TSKEJIo CTynas,
CTaJI MOJTHUMAThCS 10 Y3KOH JIECTHULIE HA YepJaK.

— Ckaxu-Ka, MaJIeHbKas BEIbMa, KaK Bbl BBIILLIM Ha 3TOro crapuka? — bacta tonknyn Merru
B cnuHy. — Kak y3Hanu, 4To y HEro ecTh ellle OJ1H dK3EMIUIAP KHUTH?

Merru B31110M ONBITANIACh IpeaynpeanTb GeHoano, HO TOT, K COKaJIeHUI0, Kak 1 [Tunmo,
HE yYMeJ JepKaTh SI3bIK 3a 3y0amu.

— Kak onu Ha MeHs BeiuiM? Sl Hamucan 3Ty KHUTY! — ropzio 3asiBUJI CTapHK.

BosmoxxHo, nucarens oxxuaal, 4to bacra TyT ske ynazier nepes HUM Ha KOJIEHHU, HO TOT JIMILb
YCMEXHYIICSL.

— Hy xoHeuHo! — s3BuTEnpHO nporoBopuil bacra, BeITackuBast U3-3a 1osica HOX.

— OH npaBna ee Hanucal! — He BeIAepkaia Merru.

Omna xotena, 4To0bI bacta onryThII TOT ke cTpax, KOTOpbIi 3acTaBmi Caxkepyka mooseIHEeTh,
Kor/a OH BepBrie ycubiiian npo @enonuo. Ho bacra, paccmesiBiivch, mpuHsUIICS enaTh 3apyoKu
Ha CTOJIE CTapHuKa.

— Kro BeigyMan oty n0xb? — cripocui oH. — TBoi oten? S 4ro, nmoxox Ha aypaka? Jlaxe
peOEHOK 3HAET, UTO BCE KHUTM HAMCAHbI IaBHBIM-/IaBHO, a X aBTOPbl YMEPJIU MHOTO JIET Ha3a/.

bacta BOTKHYI J1e3BHE B CTOJICLIHUILY, BBITALWII €0 U CHOBA BOTKHYI. CIIBIIIHO ObLIO, KaK
Ha yepaake xo3diHn4daer [lnockoHoc.

— 3HauuT, mo-BaumeMmy, ymepiau? — DeHoIMO MOCaAUJ BHYUYKY Ha KOJEHH. — Tbl CIIbI-
masna, [Tayna? Monogoii uenoBeK yTBEPKIaeT, YTO BCE KHUTH HAITMCaHbI B JOMOTOIMHBIE BpEMEHa
JO/IbMHU, KOTOPBIX JaBHO HET B KUBBIX. 1 B3sI OHM CBOM MCTOPUM HEU3BECTHO OTKyAa. MOXKeET,
CBUJIM U3 BO31yXxa?

[Mayna xuxuknyna. [Tunmo B mkady yrux. Ckopee BCero, OH, 3aTauB JbIXaHHE, IPUCITYIIHU-
BaJICS K pa3roBOpy Ha KyXHe.

— Yo 31€Ch cMemHoro? — bacTta BBITAHYJICS, KaK 3Mesl, KOTOPOM HACTYIHJIA Ha XBOCT.

®eHoNMMo caenan BUJ, YTO He 0OpalaeT Ha HEr0o BHUMAHUS, U, YAbIOHYBIINUCH, IPUHSJICS
paccmarpuBarh cBOM Hanblibl. [loxoxe, cTapuk BCIIOMMHAN TOT JI€Hb, KOTJA 3alucall IepBble
CTPOUYKH «YepHUIIBHOTO cepalia». 3aTeM OH B3IVIsIHYJ Ha bacTy u cka3zai:

— Thl... Bce Bpemst XOIuUIIIb B pyOalikax ¢ JIMHHBIM pyKaBoM, He Tak Jin? Cka3aTh moyemy?

Bbacra 3axxmypuiics, a 1oToM, TOCMOTPEB Ha MOTOJIOK, IPOLEINIT:

— Ilouemy 3TOT UMOT TaK JOJITO UIIET MPOKISTYIO KHUKKY?

CnoxuB pyku Ha rpyau, @enonno nonaro cMorpen Ha bacty, a moToM THXO MPOU3HEC!

— IToromy uro IInnockonoc He ymeeT uyntath. Y ThI HE yMeemb. Eciin, KOHEYHO, 3a 3TO BpeMs
He Hayuywics. Hukro n3 monen KanpukopHa He ymeer unrtarh. Kak 1 oH cam.

bacra Tak kpenko Bcaaui Jie3BHE B AEPEBO, UTO C TPYAOM CMOT €ro aoctarb. [lorom oH ¢
HOXKOM B pyK€ YI'pO’Kalolle MEePErHyJics Yepe3 CTo U CKas3all:

— B3nop: on ymeer untars! Trl Bce mkelns, crapuk! MHe 310 He HpaBuTcs. Ecnu He npekpa-
TUIIIb, TBOE JIULO Oy/I€T UCIOJIOCOBAHO HE TOJIBKO MOPIIUHAMHU.

®enonuo ynbiOHyacs. Moxert, oH Aymai, uto bacta eMy HUYEro He cJenaeT, I0TOMY 4TO OH
ero BbiAyMan? Merru He Obuta B 3TOM yBepeHa. [Iucarens MpoaomKuil, MEAJIEHHO U OTYETIINBO
IPOU3HOCS KaXk/10€ CJIOBO:

— Thl HOCHILIB PYyOAIIKK C JIMHHBIM PYyKaBOM, IIOTOMY YTO TBOM I'OCIIOJMH JIFOOUT UrpaTh
¢ orHem. KanpukopHy moHpaBuiach 104b OJHOTO YEJIOBEKA, HO TOT €My OTKa3aji. Toraa Thl Mo
NPUKa3y XO35MHA TOKET IOM HECYaCTHOTO M TPH ITOM omaimi cede pyku 1o mied. C Tex mop
NO/PKOTaMU 3aHUMAIOTCS APYTHUE, a Thl UMEEUIb J1€710 UCKIIOUNUTENBHO C HOXKAMHU.
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Bbacra Bckounn tak pe3ko, uto Ilayna cockonb3Hyna ¢ KojeH Ae/ia U crpsATagach MoJ] CTOJIOM.

— YMHuKa U3 ceds cTpoullb? — Mpopblyall OH, IPUCTABUB HOXK K ropiy nucatens. — Jla Tbl
IPOCTO MPOYUTA IPOKIIATYIO KHUTY!

Merru ucnyranace, a @eHonuo 6eccTpaliHo MOCMOTPEN B JIMChH I71a3a U CIIOKOHHO CKa3all:

— bacra, 51 3Ha10 0 TeOe Bce. 3HAI0, YTO THI TOTOB OT/AATH )KU3HB 32 KanmpukopHa, 9To KaskIbIi
JICHB JKa)KJIEIIb €TO IMTOXBAJIbI, YTO, KOT/Ia €T0 JIFOAH Te0st Togo0pau, Tl ObLT MiTajie, yeM MerrH,
¥ 4TO C TeX Nop OoH Tebe Kak orer. Ho oTkpoto Tede MaNeHbKUI CEKPET: OH CUUTAET TE€OSI AypaKkoM
u npe3upaet. KarnpukopH npe3upaer Bcex CBOMX 0€3MO3IIIBIX «CHIHOBEW», XOTS €My CaMOMY Ha
PYKY, 9TOOBI BBl U BIPEAb OCTABAJIUCHh IIyNbIMU. JIF0OOTO M3 Bac OH, HE 33JyMBIBasICh, CAACT B
HOJIMIINIO, €CIT €My 3TO OyAeT BhIronHo. SIcHO Tebe?

— 3akpoit cBOM rpsi3HbIN poTt, ctapuk! — bacra npucrtasun Hox K suy ®enonuo. Ha Mruo-
BeHue Merru nokasanock, YTo OH BOT-BOT OTpexKeT nucareito Hoc. — O KanpukopHe Thl He 3Haelllb
HUYETr0, KPOME TOT0, YTO MPOYUTAJI B 3TOW Aypalikoil KHUKKe. MHe Hajoesno Te0s ciayiaTh — nopa
nepepesars Tede II0TKY!

— Croit!

bacra ornsinyncs na Merru:

— He BMemuBaiics, Mmanenbkas Beapbma! ToOoii s elie 3aiiMych.

Oo6xBaruB wer pykamu, @eHonno pactepssHHO ocMmoTpen Ha bacty. Kaxercs, nucarens
HaKOHEII MOHSLI, YTO HUYTO HE 3aIIUIIAET €T0 OT COOCTBEHHOTO IMEPCOHAXKA.

— Tsl HE MOXenb ero youTts! — Bckpuyana Merru. — MHaue. ..

Bbacta mpoBen OosbLIMM MabLEM MO JIE3BUI0 HOXKA!

— Wnaye urto?

Merru B OTHasiHUM MbITAJIaCh YTO-HUOYAb NpuayMaTh. MHade uto? Yero oH ucnyraercs?

— Nnaue KanpukopH Toxxe ymper! — Bbinanuia ona. — Jla, rouno! Bel Bce ympere: Tbl, [110c-
koHoc, Kanpukops... Ecniu yObens crapuka, Bbl BCE yMpeTe, TOTOMY YTO OH Bac co3zat!

bacra onmyctun HOX, 1 Merru noka3anaoch, 4YTO B €ro Ijla3ax NpoMenabkHya crpax. Ho on
OBICTPO CKPBLI €T0 32 MPE3PUTETBLHON YXMBUIKOM.

®deHonno B3mIAA0M nobmaronapui Merru.

bacra orcTynui 1 npUHSUICS BHUMATENbHO pacCMaTpPHUBATh JIE3BUE, CIIOBHO OOHApPYKUJI Ha
HEM IISITHO. 3aT€M OH TILATEIbHO BBITEP KIIMHOK KpaeM CBOEH YepHOU KypTKH U CKa3all:

— YT00 BBI 3HANU: 5 HE MOBEPUJI HU OIHOMY Bauiemy cioBy! Ho ncropust HacTosbko 0e3ym-
Has, yTo KanpukopHy TOXe Oyznet J1to00nbITHO ee nociyuark. [loaToMy, — OH B mocienHuil pa3
NOTF000BAJICS CBOMM OJIECTSAIIMM HOXKOM, CJIOXKHII €r0 U CyHYJI 3a TO0SIC, — MBI BO3BMEM C COOOH He
TOJIBKO KHHUTY U JIEBYOHKY, HO U TeOsI, CTAPHK.

DeHOIMO TAKENTO0 B3AOXHYI. Merru nokasaiocs, 4To OT CTpaxa y Hee 3amepiio cepue. bacta
BO3BMET €€ ¢ coboii. «Het! — momymaina ona. — ToJIbKO HE 3TO».

— Kyna BbI cobupaerech Hac Be3tu? — cripocui OeHomauo.

— Cnpocu y neBuonku! — exuiHo otBeTmi1 bacra, ykaszpias Ha Merru. — OHUM C OTLIOM yke
MMEJN 4eCTh ObITh HaIMMU roctssMu. HoueBka, nmuTanue — Bce BKIIIOYEHO.

— Tak ne noiiner! — Bckpuuan denonno. — 5 gyman, BaM Hy»Ha TOJIBKO KHHUTa!

— HenpaBuibHO nymai, crapuk. Mbl 1ake He 3HAJIIN, 4TO €CTh €111e OuH 3Kk3eMIurp. Kanpu-
KODH J1aJT HaM 3aJJaHie BepHYTh Bommeonoro f3pika. OH He JII0OUT, KOT/Ia TOCTH YXO/ST HE IOTPO-
maBiKch. A BommeOHbIN S3b1k — 0coOeHHBIN rocts. BepHo, goporyma? — bacta moaMurayin
Merru. — Ho ero ceiiyac HeT, a y MEHs €CTh JieJla [IOBAXKHEE, YEM CUIETh U kAaTb. [loaToMy MBI
poCTO 3a0epeM ero J104b, ¥ OH caM K Ham npubexuT. — bacta monormen k Merru, yopas BoiIoCh
ell 3a yIu M cka3al: — XOpOIlIeHbKasl IpuMaHKa, He Tak Ju? [loBeps MHe, cTapuK, TOT, y KOro
JICBYOHKA, MOXKET yIPABIATH BommeOHbIM SI3bIKOM, KaK IpecCHPOBAaHHBIM MEIABEIEM.

Merru pe3ko OTTOJKHY/a ero pyky. Ee Tpscio ot 3mocTu.

— bonbiie Tak He nenait! — npommumnen bacra eit Ha yxo.
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Ha pagocts Merru, B 3TOT MOMEHT pa3faiuch rpy3Hele maru Ilnockonoca. Tsokeno apima,
OH BOIIIEJ B KyXHIO C Ky4el KHUT 110/l MBIIIKOW. [ pomuiia BBIBaJIMI UX HA CTOJ M COOOIIMIL:

— Bot! Bce, koTOpble HauMHAIOTCS € ATOM BEIIANKH. A TIOTOM HJET pacuyecka — BCE, KaK Thl
HapHUCOBal.

OH nokazan 3acajleHHyr0 OyMakKy, Ha KOTOPOW HEYKJIOKe ObUIM BbIBEJIEHBI OYKBbI «U» 1
«E». Ilncan ux ssBHO HETPAaMOTHBIN YEJIOBEK.

bacta HOXOM pa3BUHYJ KHUTH.

—He To, — cka3an oH ¥ CKUHYJ IBE HA MOJI, TAK YTO Y HUX MOMSUTUCH CTPAaHULIbL. — OcTaabHbIe
TOKE He moAXosT. — bacta cOpocui Bce KHUTH o cTosa u cripocun y [lnockonoca: — Tel yBepeH,
YTO TaM OOJIbIIE HET HUYETO IIOX0KEro?

— a!

— Hy, cmotpu. Ecnu ommbaenises, BaeTuT Tebde, a He MHE.

[1nockoHOC 00€CTIOKOEHHO TOCMOTPEN Ha KHUTH, JIEXKABIIUE y €T0 HOT.

— la, kcTaru, y Hac HeOObIITNE U3MEHEHUS: 3TOro OepeM ¢ coboii! — bacta HOXxOM yKka3all Ha
®enonuo. — [Iycts pacckaxker cBou OacHu 0occy. [ToBeph, OH MPHUIYMBIBAET OYECHb 3aHUMATEIIb-
Hble uctopuu. K ToMmy xe 1oMa y Hac OyzieT J0CTaTOYHO BPEMEHH, YTOOBI pacCCIPOCUTh CTapuKa,
IJIe OH IpsiYeT KHUTY, €CJIM OHA Y HEro Bce-Taku ecTh. He crmyckail ¢ Hero a3, a 1 IpucMOTpIO
3a I€BYOHKOM.

[Inockonoc kuBHyI 1 cramui PeHosno co cTyina, a bacta cxsaruit Merru 3a pyKy 1 IIOBOJIOK
K KyXxoHHOH n1Bepu. CHOBa B nepeBHI0 Kanpukopna! Ona 3akycuia ry0sl, 4ToObl HE 3aIUIaKaTh.
Her, ee cie3 bacta He yBUauT. Merru He JOCTaBUT €My TaKOT'O YIOBOJIBCTBUS. «X0powo XoTb Mo
OHHU HE MoMManu!» — noxymasa oHa M TyT K€ UCIIyTrajach: 4To, eciu Mo ¢ DIMHOp BEpHYTCS 10
TOTO, KaK OHH MOKUHYT JepeBHI0? UTO, eciiv OHM IonaayTcsl UM ceiyac HaBcTpeuy?

Merru TyT ke yckopuia wmar, Ho [110ckoHOC 0cTaHOBUIICS B ABEPU U CIIPOCUIL:

— Kak OBITh C MaJIBIIIKOW U TEM IUIAKCOH B mKady?

JIuo denonmo crano OenbiM, Kak pydamika bacTsl.

— Crapuk, Tl k¢ 000 MHE BC€ 3Haelllb, — ChsI3BHII bacta. — Ckaxku, 4To s caenaro ¢ peds-
TUIIKaMH?

@DeHOIMO HE MOT BBIMOJIBUTH HU CJIOBA — B FOJIOBE Y HETO IMPOHECIUCH BCE KECTOKOCTH, Ha
KOTOpBIE 10 €ro MuJIocTu Obu1 criocobeH bacra.

Heckonbko MunyT bacTa ynuBascs cTpaxoM Ha JIMIIE THcaTeNs, a TOTOM IoBepHyJcs K [1noc-
KOHOCY U CKazall:

— Jletn octanyTcs 31ech. C MEHsI XBaTUT U OJJHOU JEP3KOM 1€BUYOHKH.

[Tnockonoc BeITONKHYT DEHOINO B KOPUAOP, U TOT C TPYAOM 3aCTaBUI CeOS MPOKPUIATD:

—INayna, Bo3Bpataiitecs qomoii! Ciprnre? HemennenHo crynaiite k poautensam. Ckaxure
MaMe, YTO MHE MPUIIOCh HAa HECKOJIBKO HEH yexath. [lonsmu?

Beiiing Ha ynuny, bacra ckazai:

— 3aiifeM elle pa3 B KBapTUPY: 51 COBCEM 3a0bL1 OCTaBUTh TBOEMY OTILly nociaHue. JlomkeH
K€ OH 3HaTb, IJI€ €T0 J0Yb.

«Kax TbI coOupaenibcs 0CTaBUTh OCIAHUE, ECIIH C TPYIOM MOXKEILIb HAMKUCATh BE OYKBBI?»
— noayMaia Merru, Ho, KOHEYHO, ITpoMoidaa. Bero nopory ona 0osiiack, 4TO OHU BCTPETATCS C
Mo. Ho Ha ynuuax no-npexHeMy HUKOro He ObL10. TOJIBKO y caMOil KBapTHPhl UM BCTPETHIIACH
nokuias xeHiuHa. [Ipoxoas MuMo HUX, OHa 3aMeuIiiIa mar, ¥ bacra npowenran PexHonno:

— OnHo NUIIHEE CI0BO, U S BEPHYCh U CBEPHY JETUIIKaM Ien!

— Ilpuser, Po3anus! — niyxum rosocoMm nporoBopui crapuk. — CHOBa Halllesl ChbEMIIUKOB
11t kBapTupsl. Heruoxo, na?

Henosepue ucuesno c auua Pozanuu, u yepe3 HECKOIbKO MTHOBEHH OHA CKPbLIACh U3 BULY.
Merru otnepia qBepps 1 BO BTOpOil pa3 BiycTwia bacty u [lnockoHoca B KBapTHpY, Ka3aBIIyOCA
uM ¢ Mo Takoil 6e3onacHOM.
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B xopuziope oHa BCIioMHUIIA O KOTEHKE, TPEBOKHO OCMOTPENACh, HO HUTJIE €0 HE 3aMeTHIIa.
Korpaa Bce Bonumn B crianbHi0, Merru nporoBopuiia:

— Hano BBITyCTUTH KOIIKY, YTOOBI OHA HE YMepIIa C TOJIO.Y.

bacTa oTKpbUT OKHO U CKa3ai:

— Tenepb OHa CMOYKET BBICKOYUTD.

[1nockoHOC npe3puTeENbHO PBIPKHYI, HO HAa 3TOT pa3 HE CTajl BO3MYIIATHCS MO MOBOY Cye-
Bepuil bactel.

— MOXHO B34Th C CO00# ofiexIy? — cripocuia Merru.

[110CcKOHOC B OTBET TOJIBKO XPIOKHYJ. DEHOINO0, IOCMOTPEB Ha ce0sl, IPyCTHO 3aMETHIIL:

— MHe Obl TOXE CMEHHAasl OJeK/1a HE IToMelliaa.

Ho Ha 310 HUKTO HEe 0Oparun BHUMaHuA. bacta ObL1 3aHAT cBouM nocnanueM. Ilo-neTcku
3a)KaB S3BIK MEX/Ty 3y0aMu, OH TIATEIbHO BhIIIAPAIbIBAJI HA IBEPILIE IJIATSHOTO MIKada CBOE UMSL:
BACTA. [locnanue — 10CTyMHEE HEKY/A.

OcraBuncs B cButepe Mo, Merru ToporinBo o0k uiIa B proK3aK Koe-Kakyto onexay. OHa
XOTeJla CPEeau TPSIMOK CIpATaTb KHUTM DIIMHOP, HO bacTta ckazanm: «3To ocTaHEeTCs 37eCh» — U
BBIOWJI UX Y HEE U3 PYK.

[Tyt no mammnsl bactel nokaszancs Merru BEYHOCTBIO.

C Mo oHM HE BCTPETUITUCH.
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Ha cknoHe xonma

«Ocmaswb e2o 6 nokoe, — ckazan Mepnun. — Mooicem, 0113 mozo, umooul
HOOPYAHCUMBCS, eMYy HYIHCHO chepsa noiyyuie y3nams mebs. Cogbl — HApoO
HEmopoOnIusslly».

T. X. Yaiim. Koponv 6v171020 u 2padyuiezo

CaxxepyK OKHHYI B3I A0M JiepeBHIO KanpukopHa. OHa Oblia Kak Ha JaJlOHH: B OKOHHBIX
CTEeKJIaX OTpakalloch HeOO, a Ha OIHOM M3 KPBIII YEPHOKYPTOUHUK MeHAN uepenuily. Caxepyk
BUJIEJI, KaK OH CTHpaJ MOT co J6a. Jlaske B caMyo CUIIbHYIO XKapy 3TU 00JIBaHbI HE CHUMAIIU YEPHBIX
KypTOK, Kak OyaTo Oosiiuck, uTo 6e3 cBoeil popmbl pacnamyTcs Ha yacTu. YTo K, BOPOHBI TOXKE
HUKOI/Ia HE PACCTAIOTCS CO CBOMM OINEPEHHUEM, a YePHOKYPTOUYHUKU OYEHb Ha HUX MOXOXKU: TaKue
e XUIIHUKH, Pa3Auparoniie OCTPhIMU KIIOBAMU MEPTBEUHHY.

Korna Caxepyk nokazan @apuay MECTO JUIsl YKPBITHSI, MAJIBYUK 00€CIIOKOEHHO CIIPOCHII, HE
CJIMIIIKOM JIM OHO ONK3KO K jAepeBHE. CaxepyK 0OBSICHII €My, TOYeMY B OKPECTHBIX XOJIMax HEeT
Ooee 0€30MacHOT0 MECTa, 4eM 00yTIIEHHbIE CTEHBI ATOTO AoMa. UepHBIX OT Ca)Ku KaMHEH MOYTH He
OBLIIO BUJIHO — TaK T'yCTO OHH TIOPOCIIU MOJIOUAEM, POKOM U IMKUM TUMbsIHOM. [ope 1 6071 CKpBI-
JIMCh MOJI TOKPOBOM 3elieHu. Bekope mocie toro, kak KanpukopH 3aHsu1 3a0poIIeHHY IO JePEBHIO,
€ro JII0X MOJOXKINIK oM. B Hem »wuna crapyiika, KoTopasi He XoTelna nepeesxars. KanpukopH He
NoTepres MOCTOPOHHETO YeNIOBEeKa Tak OJIM3KO OT CBOETO HOBOTO MPUCTAHUINA U BBIITYCTUII BOPO-
HOB-YEPHOKYPTOUHHUKOB. OHM MOJ0XKIJIA HE TOJBKO KPOIIEYHbII JOMHUK C €IMHCTBEHHON KOMHA-
TOM, HO M KypSATHUK, KOTOPBII CTapyIlka caMa MOCTPOUIIA, PACTONTANIU TPSIIKH, B KOTOpbIE OBLIO
BJIO)KEHO CTOJIBKO TPyJa, M 3aCTPETIHIA CTapOro OCNa, CIYXKHUBIIETO XO3siKe BEpOil M mpaBron
MHOTO Aecsatuietuit. Jlronu KanpukopHa Hamaau Ha IoM IOJT TOKPOBOM TEMHOTHI — Kak Bceraa. Ho
B Ty HOUb PKO CBETWJIA JIyHa, U CIyXaHKa, pacckazapiias 00 3ToM CaxxkepyKy, MOIJIa BUJIETh BCe
noapo6noctu. Crapyiika, avya 1 Kpu4a, Beloeskana u3 noma. [Ipoknnnas 3101eeB, OHa KUHYIIACh
K bacte, KOTOpBIil CTOSTT HEMHOTO B CTOPOHE, TOTOMY 4YTO Oosiicsi orHsA. Bo3aMo)kHO, OHA mogymana,
YTO y 4eloBeKa B cusitolei 0enoit pyodamike nodpoe cepaue. Ho on mogan 3uak [Inmockonocy, u Tot
3aKpbUI el poT pykol. UepHOKYPTOUHHUKH 3aCMESUTUCH, U BAPYT CTapyIIKa yIaja 3aMepTBO MPsIMO
Ha CBOM pacTonTaHHble Tpsaku. C Tex mop oOyriIeHHBIE CTEHBI, MOPOCIIUE MOJIOYAeM, BHYIIAIOT
bacre nukwii yxxac, 1 oH 00XonuT Ux cTopoHou. Jlyumiero mecra aya HaOMOneHUS 3a JepeBHEN
HEJNb3s1 ObUIO U IPUAYMATh.

[Toutu Bce Bpems Caxkepyk CUAEN Ha OJHOM M3 KAMEHHBIX AyOOB, POCIIHMX MEPE JOMOM.
Bo3MoxxHO, B X TEHH KOTJa-TO OTAbIXalla CTapyllka. 3a BETBIMU OH MOT He 0OAThCA, YTO IMOMa-
JIETCsl Ha TJ1a3a KakoMy-HHOYIb JTI0O0MBITHOMY, CITy4aifHO B3INISIHYBIIEMY Ha CKIIOH. Yac 3a yacoMm
OH Jiep:Kall B pyKax OMHOKJIb M HAOMIONal 3a JOMaMH U MapKoBKoi. Dapuay OH MpUKa3all OcTa-
BaThCs B OBpAre 3a JIOMOM, Ha YTO MAJIBYUK COITIACHIICS O4eHb HEOXOTHO. OH mpuctan k Caxxepyky
KaK perieii: He XOTeJI OTXOAMTh OT HEr0 HU Ha II1ar, 0COOEHHO BOJIM3M CrOPEBIIETO J0Ma, KOTOPHIH
npUBOAMI ero B yxkac. @apua 1o u nemno noBTopsit: «Jlyx cTapoil sKEeHIUHBI HABEPHSIKA €1le 31eCh.
Yro, eciii OHa ObLIa BEABMOI?)

Ho Caxepyk Tonbko cMmesics: B 3AemHeM Mupe He Obuto ayxoB. Ilo kpaiiHeil mepe, ux
HENb3s OBLIO YBHUIIETh. A B ITTyOOKOM OBpare ObUIO Tak 0€30MacHO, 4TO MpoIuioil Houblo Caxe-
PYK Jake pa3Bell TaM KocTep. Malbuuk moiiMan KpoJiika — OH BECbMa UCKYCHO YMeJ PacCTaBIsATh
cuiku. Kpome toro, emy, B ominuue ot Caxkepyka, He Memana xanoctb. Korna Caxepyk Buaen,
YTO B CUJIKU MONANIOCh )KUBOTHOE, OH PEIIAJICS MMOJOUTH K HEMY, TOJIBKO KOT/Ia OHO TepecTaBajo
neprarbes. UYToObl He HaOMIOMaTh MyKH HecdacTHOTO co3nanus. dapuay Takoe conepekuBaHUe
OBLIIO HE3HAKOMO. MOXKET OBbITh, EMY CIHIIKOM YacTO MPUXOIUIOCH FONO0AATh.
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3aro korna Caxepyk pa3Kurajl OroHb ¢ IOMOILBIO JIByX TOHEHbKHUX BETOUEK, MaJIB4YMK MpU-
XOJIWJI B HEOIUCYEMbI BocTopr. @apu He Opocall Urpbl ¢ OTHEM, HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO IJIaMs ona-
JIAJI0 €My TaJTbITBI, HOC ¥ TyOBI. CaskepyK OTOMpall y HETO CIIMYKH, HO TOTJ[a OH CKPYYHBAJ (haKeIIbl
u3 BeToK u Batbl. Korma ®@apu oHaX bl CIydaiiHO TIOJKET CyXyto TpaBy, Cakepyk CXBaTHII €ro,
KaK HEIMOCJYIIHOTIO I1ca, U TPAC 10 TeX MOop, MOKa M0 JUIYy MaJIbiUKa HE OKATUINCH CIIE3bI.

— Ciymait MeHs BHUMATEIIbHO, TIOBTOPSITH He Oyay! OroHb — 3TO ONacHbI 3Beph! — Kpudam
oH. — Oronp Tebe He npyr. Eciu Oynents ¢ HUIM HEMpaBWIBHO OOpamarses, oH Teds yObeT i
JLIMOM BBIJIACT Bparam!

— Ho tebe on npyr! — ynpsimo npobopmotan @apu.

—Yenyxa! S mpocTo He Bexy ceOst IETKOMBICIIEHHO 1 Beerra ciexy 3a Berpom! Cto pas tebe
TOBOPWJI: HE pa3KUrail OrOHb B BETPEHYIO MOroy. A Tenepb UCUE3HU — Hallu [ BuHa.

— W Bce-Taku OH TBOW JpyT, — MPOBOpYAT MajJbuuK, yxonus. — [lo kpaiineii mepe, oH TeOs
CIIylIaeTcs Jdydllle, YeM KyHHIIa.

CrnpasennuBoe 3ameuanue. Ho KyHHUIIbI HUKOTO HE CIIYIIAIOTCS — TYT y’K HUYETo He Tozesa-
emtb. /la 1 OroHs B 3TOM Mupe ObUI JaleKO HE TaKOM MOKOPHBIH, Kak B poJHbIX Kpasx Caxepyka.
Tam emy nocTaTouHO OBIIO MPHUKA3aTh, U SI3BIKK IUTAMEHU PUHUMAIN (OPMY IIBETOB, HAYWHAIN
TaHLEBaTh WJIM BETBUTHCS, KaK JIEPEBBS, OChIIAs €ro 0K 1eM UcKp. [1opoii oroHs TpecKy4Yum roso-
coM HamenTsiBaa CaxepyKy ucTopud. B 3ToM Mupe miams MO>KHO ObLJIO 3aCTaBUTh TOJYUHUTHCS,
HO He ObLJI0 YBEPEHHOCTH, YTO OHO He B30yHTyeTcs. OroHs Noxoaus Ha 0€3MOJIBHOE YYKO€ KUBOT-
HOE, KOTOPOE MO3BOJIAET Ce0s MOAKAPMIINBATh, HO MOXET U YKYCUTh. TOJIBKO MHOT/IA, XOJOJHBIMU
OJMHOKUMH Houamu, CakepyKy Ka3aJloCh, YTO IJIaMsl C HUM pa3roBapUBaeT, HO OH HE MOHUMAJ
€ro sI3bIKa.

Bunumo, Mansurk Obul IipaB: oroHs aApyxui ¢ Caxepykom. Ho umenso no ero sune Caxe-
pyk nomnai B yansl K Kanpukopny. Toraa, B nponuion xu3HH. Ero npuramuim K 3104€10, U TOT
npukasan: «llokaxxu mHe, kak urparb ¢ oriem!» CaxepyKy HUYEro HE OCTaBajlOCh, KaK MOJYU-
HUThCS. OH packauBaJICs B TOM, 4TO MHOroMy Hayuni KanpukopHa, KOTOpoMy MOHPaBUIIOCH CITyC-
KaTh TUIaMsl C TIOBOJIKA M HE YCMHUPSITH €T0 J0 TEX MOp, TOKa OHO HE HACBITUTCS, YHUITOXKUB OJIN3-
JeKalle MallHyu, XJIEBa U 10Ma, a TAaKXKe BCEX, KTO He ycreln yOexars.

— OH Bce ete He BepHYIcs? — cripocut Dapuj, onepirch Ha MEPIIaBbiid CTBOJI 1y0a.

Manpuuk asuraicst OecuryMHo, kak 3Mes. Caxepyk B3aparuBaji KaKIplid pa3, Korja OH
HEOXH/IaHHO OKa3bIBAJICS PAJIOM.

— Het! — orBeTrn Caxepyk. — Ynaua HaM yabIOaeTcsl.

B nenp ux npubbiTus cepedpsiHas mamunHa KanpukopHa elie cTosia Ha MapKoBKE, HO BO
BTOPOM MOJIOBUHE JTHS J1Ba MajbyMKa IPUHSJIUCH €€ MOJIMPOBaTh U TaK CTApaTEIbHO BHIIOIHWIN
paboTy, 4TO MaIlIMHA cTaja MOYTH 3epKanbHON. KanpukopH yexan 10 HacTyIuieHus cymepek. OH
9acTo pazbe3Kaj o MPHOPEKHBIM JEPEBHSIM U CBOUM 0a3aM, Kak OH MX Ha3bIBaJl. XOTs OOJIBIINH-
CTBO «0a3» MpencTaBisuIM cO00M BCETO JINIIb JIECHBIE XUKHUHBI C AP0 CKYYaBIIUX MOAPYYHBIX.
Kamnpuxkops, kak u Caxepyk, HE yMell BOAUTh MAILIMHY, HO HEKOTOPBIE U3 €T0 JIFOAEH BIIaJIENIN 3TUM
ucKyccTBoM. [loutn Bce oHM Boamim Oe3 MpaB: YTOOBI MOJXYYHUTh BOJUTEIBCKHE MPaBa, HYKHO
YMETb YUTATh.

— CeroziHs HOUBIO CHOBaA TyJa MPOKpaxych, — ckazan Caxepyk. — KanpukopH oObIuHO He
ye3KaeT HaJoIro, Aa u bacra nomkeH ckopo BEpHYThCS.

Korna onn nobpanucs 10 mecta, MalivHbl bacThl Ha mapkoBke He Ob110. MoxeT, onu ¢ [1noc-
KOHOCOM JIO CUX IIOP JIEXKAT CBSI3aHHBIE B 3a0pOLIEHHON XUKUHE?

— Xopomo! Korna BeiiBuraemcsi? — Heteprnenuso cupocui dapua: ka3ajlock, OH ObUI TOTOB
UATH TyZa XOTb ceiyac. — Kak TonbKo 3aiiIeT COTHIE U BCE OTIPABATCS y>KUHATH B LIEPKOBbH?

Caxepyk cortai ¢ OMHOKJISI MyXy U MpaqyHO TIPOTOBOPHIIL:

— S noitay oauH. Thl OCTaHENIbCS 3/1€Ch U TPUCMOTPHILD 32 BEILIAMH.

— Her!
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— He cnops! 910 onacHo. S Xxo4y Koe-KOro HaBECTUTbh, U MHE MPUIETCS MPOKPACThCS B CaJl
Kanpukopha.

OT u3ymiIeHUs YepHBIE IV1a3a MaJbIMKa OKpYIIUCh. [Topoit kazanock, 4To 3a CBOIO HEOI-
T'YIO )KU3Hb OH YK€ yCIIeJl Ha MHOTO€ HACMOTPETHCS U TENEPh JIF0OOT0 YeloBeKa BUEN HACKBO3b.

— YnuBnen? — Caxepyk caepxain ynslOKy. — He oxunan, 4rto y MeHsI €CTh Ipy3bsi B JOME
Kampuxopna?

Manpuuk noskaj mjaedyaMu U IepeBes B3I Ha JepeBHI0. Ha mapkoBKy Bbexalsl MbUIbHBIN
IPY30BHK C IByMsI KO3aMU B Ky30B€.

— OyepenHoi KpecThIHUH JHIIIICS k03! — 00bsacHII Caxkepyk. — Mosozer, 4To XOTs Obl
oTJaJ] UuX 100poBONIHHO. MIHAUe ceroaHs ke BeuepoM K BOPOTaM €ro xjeBa Oblia Obl MpUKIIeeHA
3aIucKa.

@®apu/ HEMOHUMAIOIIIE TOCMOTPEIT Ha HETO.

— 3amnucka ¢ HaMUChIo «3aBTpa MPOMOET PhLKUM METYX» — 3TO €AUHCTBEHHAs (pasa, KOTO-
pyto ymeroT nucars roau Kanpukopna. lHOrna oHM IPOCTO BEIIAIOT HA IBEPh MEPTBOTO METYyXa.
Taxoe npexynpexaeHue 0001 MOMMeT.

— Pbpkuii meTyx — 370 4TO-TO Bpojie npokiATusa? — cupocun dapui, HeA0yMEHHO Kayasi ToJ10-
BOM.

— Hert! Yepr, onsth ThI roBopHiLb, Kak bacra, — yemexnyncst Caxepyk.

W3 rpy3oBuka Boiuin 1Boe moneid Kanpukopna. OauH, HU3KOPOCIBIM, A0CTal U3 KaOUHbI
J1Ba HAOUTBIX MaKeTa, a TOT, YTO MOBBIIIE, IPUHSIICS BHITACKUBATh U3 Ky30Ba KO3.

— Pooxuil nmetyx — 310 oronb. OHM NOPKUTAIOT XJIEBA M OJIMBKOBBIE IUIAHTALUU KPECTbSH.
WHorna peokuil eTyx MoeT B IOMax, a y 0COOEHHO HECTOBOPUYMBBIX — B IETCKUX KOMHaTax. [loutn
y Ka)KJI0TO 4eJIOBEKa €CTh TO, YTO JOPOTO €r0 CEpALLY.

[Tonpyunble MOBOJIOKIIN KO3 B iepeBHI0. OAH 13 HUX XpoMai — B HeM Caxepyk y3Hai Koke-
penst. OH yacTo 3aJaBajicsl BOIIPOCOM, 000 BCEX JIM «CAENIKax» Moj00Horo posa 31an KanpukopH
WJIH €70 JIFOAU 3aHUMAJIMCh BBIMOIaTeIbCTBOM U JUIsl COOCTBEHHOM MPUOBLIH.

@apuj noiiMan B J1aJJ0HU Ky3HEUHKa U, Ha0JtoAast 3a HUM CKBO3b MMaJIbLIbl, CKa3aJl:

— 51 Bce paBHO NOM Ty ¢ TOOO.

— Her.

— 51 e Ooroch!

— Tem xyxe.

[Tocne Toro xak ot KanpukopHa cOexanu ero njieHHUKYU, OH IPUKa3ajl yCTAHOBUTh IPOXKEK-
TOpBI NE€pEl LIEPKOBbIO, HA KPBIILIE CBOETO JOMAa U Ha MapKoBKe. Tenepb 0CTaTbcs HE3aMEUECHHBIM
ObL10 cllokHee. B nepByto e HOub, BbIMa3aB UCIIOJIOCOBAHHOE JIMIIO Ca)kel, YTOOBI OHO HE BbIJIE-
JsT0Ch Ha YepHOM (hore, Caxkepyk COBEPIIMII MPOOHYIO BBUIA3KY B IEPEBHIO.

Okxkazanocs, uro KanpukopH, Ko BceMmy Npodyemy, yCHINI CTOPOXKEBbIe OCThl. CKOpee BCero,
U3-32 COKPOBHIL, KOTOpbIE eMy BbluMTall Bonmeonslit fA3bik. KoHeuHo, uX 1aBHO OTHEC/IH B MOJ-
BaJIBI €T0 JIOMa M CTaparesbHO 3amepiu B ceidrpl. Kanpukopa He moOun tpatuth 301010. OH
KOIIWJI CBOM OOraTcTBa, Kak CKa30uHbIM qpakoH. [Topoil oH MOr HajeTh HECKOIBKO KOJIEL, MMO/a-
PUTH MMOHPABUBIIEHCS CIyX aHKE LHENOYKY WK MociaTh bacTy 3a HOBBIM OXOTHUYBUM PYKbEM —
HO He Ooree.

— C xeM Tbl X04elllb BCTPETUTHCS?

— He TBOE nETIO.

@apu] BBIMYCTHII KYy3HEUHKA, U TOT OBICTPO yCKaKall, OTTAJIKUBAsACh CBOUMU HEYKIIIOKUMU
SIPKO-3€JIEHBIMHU JIalKaMH.

— Oro )xeHIMHA, — cka3an Caxepyk. — OqHa u3 cinyxaHok Kanpukopna. OHa MeHs yke He
pa3 BbIpyyaa.

— 9710 ee ¢ororpaduio THl HOCUIIIb B PIOK3aKe?

Caxepyk ormycTri OMHOKIIb M TPO3HO CIIPOCHIT:
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— OTKyza Thl 3HaEIb, YTO Y MEHS B PIOK3aKe?

Map4MK HHCTUHKTUBHO BTSIHYJI TOJIOBY B IJIEUH — PAHBIIIE 32 Ka)KJ0€ HEOOlyMaHHOE CJI0BO
€ro OWJIM — ¥ MPOJICTIeTAT:

— S uckan cnu4Ku.

— Ecnu 1 emie pa3 y3Haro, 4To Thl PBUICS B MOEM pIOK3ake, IpUKaxXy [ BUHY OTKyCUTh TeOe
Hayblibl.

Dapus yCMexXHyIICs:

— I'BUH MEHsI HUKOT/1a HE YKYCHT.

W npapna: kynuua Ob1a 0e3 yma OT Majb4MKa.

— Kcraru, kyna 3anponactuics 3ToT u3MeHHUK? — Caxkepyk ocmotpercs. — Co BUepalrHero
JTHS1 €70 HE BUJIEIL.

— [lo-moemy, oH Hamen caMmky. — @apuj IpoBed BETKOW MO CyXUM JHCTbSIM y ceOs moj
HOramu. 3eMJII0 yCTUJIal HIypiuaniuii kosep, 1 Caxxepyk ObUI CLIOKOEH: HOUbIO K HUM HUKTO HE
CMOXET IOJKPAcThCsl He3aMeTHO. — Eciu Thl HE BO3bMEIIb MEHS ¢ c000M, — ckazan dapun, He
misiast Ha Caxepyka, — s MOHAY 3a TOOOM TallKoM.

— Ecnu notizenis 3a MHOH, 51 T€0st ITOOBIO Tak, YTO Majlo HE MOKAXKETCS.

®apu OmyCTHII TOJIOBY U TYTIO ycTaBwiIcs Ha Oocele Horu. [lotom oH omsiHyIcst Ha 00yT-
JICHHbIE CTEHBI, 3a KOTOPBIMU ObLIO UX YKpPBITHE.

— Ilpo nyx crapyxu s ¥ CAbIIaTh HUYETO HE Xouy! — pazapaxeHHO ckazan Caxepyk. —
Ckonbko pa3 Tede OBTOPATH, UTO BCE, YETO CTOUT OOSATHCS, HAXOAUTCS BHU3Y: B fepeBHe! Eciu B
TEMHOTE Tebe CTaHeT He 1o cebe, pa3Beau B OBpare KOCTep.

— Jlyxu KOCTpOB He 00SITCSI, — IOYTH LIETIOTOM MporoBopu Papu.

Tsoxeno B3moxHyB, CakepyK OCTaBWII CBOM HaOMIOAATENbHBIN ITyHKT U cJie3 Ha 3emitio. bena!
Manpsuuk ObUT OYTH TAKOH k€ cyeBepHbI, kak bacra. IIpokiasTuii, J€CTHUIL U YEPHBIX KOILIEK
OH, KOHEYHO, He 00sJICs, 3aTO €My IOCTOSIHHO MEpEIIUINCh npuBHaeHus. Jlyx crapyxu, kotopas
MHPHO ITOKOMJIACh B 3eMJI€, OB JTaJieKo He eAMHCTBEHHBIM. OH BEpUJI BO MHOXKECTBO 3JIBIX MPH-
3paKkoB, KOTOphIE MUTAIUCH cepanamMu OeqHbIX ManpdnkoB. Korma Caxepyk yoexman Papuaa B
TOM, YTO 3TO OBLJIO B IPYTOM MUPE, EMY HE BEPUIIOCH, UTO TyXHU U KECTOKHE pa300MHUKH HE BBICKO-
YWJIN U3 KHUTH BMECTE C HUM. MOXET, OH YMpPET OT CTpaxa, €CJIi OCTAHETCS HOYBIO OJIUH. ..

— JlagHo, mokaems co MHOMU, — cka3an Caxepyk. — Ho 9To0ObI Besr cest THIE BOIBI HIKE
TpaBbl, NOHATHO? [loTOMy YTO B IepeBHE KUBYT HE 1yXH, @ HACTOSIIINE JIIOIH, KOTOPBIE K TOMY K€
BOOPYKEHbI HOKAMU U PY>KbSIMH.

®dapun ¢ 61aroIapHOCTHIO YIIBIOHYICS U 00HsUT Caxkepyka.

— Byner Tebe! — npoBopuan TOT, OTCTpaHsAsA MajlpuuKa. — Jlydie mokakxu, Hay4usics JI1 Thl
CTOATH HA OTHOMU PYKe.

@®apy MTHOBEHHO BBINOJIHMI MPOChOY: €ro 60Chle HOTYU B3MbUIM B BO31yX, a JIMIIO HAJU-
Joch kpoBblo. [IpoOanancupoBaB Ha MpaBoil pyKe TpU CEKYH/Ibl, OH CMEHHWJI PYKY, 3all1aTajcs U C
IPOXOTOM YTl B JIaJaHHUK, HO TYT K€ BCTaJ, OTPAXHYJICS U NONPoOOBa CHOBA.

Caxxepyk ycelcs 1moj 1epeBOM.

[pumnuto Bpemst oTBs3aThCs 0T Manbdrka. Ho xak? B cobaky MOKHO ObIIIO OPOCHUTH KAMEHB,
a ¢ YeroBeKoM uTo nenath? JKamko, uTo oH He octancs ¢ BommeOHnsM SI3bikoM. Y TOTO Iydiie
HOJy4yanoch NpucMaTpuBaTh 3a AeTbMu. K ToMy ke umenHo Bomme6Hsbii S3bik ero Bei3Bas. Ho
HET: napeHs yBsaszaics 3a Caxepykom!

— ITocmotpro, kak Tam ['BuH, — ckazan Caxxepyk U HOAHSIICS.

Hwu cnosa He ckasza, @apuji nocie0Bal 3a HUM.
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Bo3BpaljeHue

OHa npuwina no2o8opums ¢ KOpoiem 6 Haoexcoe, Ymo OH 3anpemum
cgoemy cuiHy smo nymeutecmeue. Ho own ckazan: «[opoeas mos, He
COMHEBAUICA. NPUKTIOYEHUs HONEe3Hbl Odadce cambiM Maienvkum. Kozoa
YenoBeK Gblpacmem, NPUKIOUeHUus 6y0ym y He2o 8 Kposu, 0adice ecit OH O
HUX U He 6CROMHUMY.

E. Ho6omcon. Cexpem nnamgpopmor Ne 13

Hacran yac, xorna Merru cHoBa yBujaena jiepeBHI0O KanmpukopHa: 3a mejieHOM JOXAsS OHa
HUYEM He OTJIMYajach OT OOBIYHOTO TUXOT0 MecTeuka. B macMypHyro Orofy OKpy>KeHHBIE 3eJ1e-
HBIMU XOJIMAMU JIOMa BBIIJISJICIN COBCEM BeTXUMHU. Heykenu 3To OHM B HOYb Mobera BHYyIIAIN
Merru cTonbko cTpaxa’?

— JIrobonbiTHO! — mpomrenTan denonuo, korna bacta Bbexan Ha TapKoOBKY. — Thl 3HamA, YTO
U1l «YepHUIIBHOTO ceplilia» s IpUayMall O4eHb MOX0Kee MeCTO AeHCTBUA? MECTHOCTD U CTaphle
JIOMHKH BITOJTHE TIOJXOJIAT ITO/T onrucanue. TobKo 3aMKa He XBaraeT. COOBITHS KHUTH POUCXOIAT B
MHUpe, HanoMuHaBIeM Haie CpenHeBekoBbe. KoHeUHO, Koe-4To s J00aBHII, HAIpUMED BEJTUKAaHOB
u deil, a koe 0 ueM, Ha00OPOT, yMOIIYaJl, HO B LIEJIOM. ..

Janbme Merru ero He ciymana. OHa BCIIOMHHANIa HOYb, KOTJa OHM COEXalu U3 TIIeHA
Kamnpukopna. Torna oHa Hajesiack, 4To OOJNbIIE HUKOT/IA HE YBUAUT 3TU XOJIMBI, TAPKOBKY U LIEp-
KOBb.

— JaBaiite nomeBenuBaiTech! — npukaszan Ilnockonoc, pacnaxHyB ABEpIy MalIUHbL. — Thbl
Beb elle He 3a0buia gqopory?

Her, nopory Merru He 3a0b11a, XOTs Ha 3TOT pa3 BCE BHIITISIIEI0 HECKOJIBKO HHaYe. DeHOoMHno
OIISIIBIBAJICS. KPYTOM, KaK TypucT. Korna oHu oy BHU3 MO yAULE, OH MPOIIETTAL:

— S 3nato 31y nepesHio! To ecTs 5 0 Heil cabiman. ITpo Hee paccka3blBalOT HEMAJIO I'PYCTHBIX
ucTopuid. B mpommiom Beke 31ech ObLTO 3eMIIETPSCEHUE, @ BO BpeMs BOMHBL. . .

— XBarut mymrykarecsi! — npepBan ero bacrta. — [ToGeperu cBoii ronoc, nucaka. OH Tebe
elle NOHaI00UTCH.

DeHOMO OTBETHII HEIOBOJIBHBIM B3IVISZIOM, HO JIO CAMOM IIEPKBH HE MIPOHU3HEC OOJIbIIIEe HU
CJIOBa.

[InockoHOC pABKHYI:

— Yero BbI x7eTe: OTKphIBaiiTe 1Beph! — M1 Merru ¢ @eHonno NoTaHynu Ha ce0sl TshKeTbie
JIEPEBSIHHBIE BOPOTA.

W3 nepkBu Ha HUX AXHYJO XOJI040M, MErTH ycbliaia 3HaKOMbI 3aTXJIbIN 3a11aX, KOTOPbIi
BIIEpPBbIE NTOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KOTa BOILIA Cofia BMecTe ¢ Mo u DnuHop. BHyTpu nodytu HU4ero He
u3MeHmnock. M3-3a Tyckioro ocsemnieHus cratys KanpukopHa B3upalia Ha BHOBb PUOBIBIINX €I11e
31ee, a KpacHble CTeHbI IPOU3BOAMIIM elle Oosiee yrpokaroliee BredatieHue. bouku, B KOTOphIX
ropeyiv KHUTH, CTOSUTH Ha MpeXHUX MecTax. Tosbko kpecyio KanpukopHa nc4yesno ¢ BO3BBIIICHHUS.
BwmecTo Hero AOKHBI ObUIM YCTAaHOBHTH HOBOE: JBOE€ MOAPYYHBIX KaK pa3 MOAHUMAIHU €ro IO
cryneHbkaM. Crapasi )KEeHIIMHA, [10X0XKasi Ha COPOKY, HETEPIIEIUBO /1aBajila UM yKa3aHHs. Y3HaB
ee, Merru B3poruyia.

OTTONIKHYB JBYX >KEHILWH, KOTOPbIE MBUIH I10JI B LIEHTPAJIbHOM Mpoxojie, bacta HanpaBuiics
K CTyIEHSIM ajTaps U U3AajieKa KpUKHYJ CTapyxe:

— Moprona, rae KanpukopH? ¥ MeHs 1Jis1 HErO HOBOCTH, BaKHbIE HOBOCTH.

OHa u yxom He noBena. [logpydHble HUKaK HE MOIJIM CIIPaBUTHCA C TSHKEIIBIM KPECIIOM, U
cTapyxa NpUKpHUKHYJIA HA HUX:
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— IIpaBee, 6onBanbl! Bot Tak.

[Totom oHa co ckyuaromuM BuAoM obOepHyach K bacre.

— MBb1 xmanu Tebst HAMHOTO paHblIIe, — IPOrOBOPHIIA CTapyXa.

— YT0 3TO 3HAYUT? — TPOMKO BO3MYTHJIcA bacTa, HO MO0 HOTKE HEYBEpPEHHOCTHU B €TI0 rojioce
Merru noHsiia, 4To OH OOUTCS CTapyXy. — 3HACIlIb, CKOJIBKO JIEPEBEHb HA 3TOM MPOKIISITOM HO0e-
pexbe? A BeAb Mbl 1ake HEe ObLIM yBepeHbl, octajics u BonmeOnsiil SA3bik B 3TuX Kpasx! Ho
YyTh€ MEHS HE MOJIBEJIO, U S BBINOJIHWI 3a/1aHue. — bacta kuBHyn B cTopony Merru.

— Heyxenu? — He ynocrous bacty B3misnom, Copoka nocmorpena Ha Merru u ®enomnuo,
KOTOpBIX oxpaHsii [ImockoHoc. — 5 BUXKY TOJIBKO JEBUOHKY U KaKOro-To cTapuka. ['ne ee oren?

— Ero c et ve 0bu10! Ho OH 00s13aT€NbHO MOSABUTCS: MaJIBIIIKA — JIy4IlIasi IPUMAaHKa.

— A Kak OH y3HAaeT, 4yTo OHa 3/1eCh?

— 1 ocraBmi eMmy nocianue!

— C KakMx 3TO MOp ThI yMeellb UCATh?

Ot 310ctu bacra cxxan Kynaku:

— 5] Hanrcan cBoe UMs1. DTOTO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI OH TIOHSUI, TJI€ HCKAaTh CBOIO IPArOILICHHYIO
nouypky. Ckaxxu KanpukopHy, 4To 5 3anep ux B OIHY U3 KJIETOK.

OH pa3BepHyJcs Ha kaOnykax U ropo 3amarai k Merru u denomnuo.

— KamnpukopH yexai, u g He 3Hat0, KOT/1a OH BEpHETCs, — KpuKkHYina Moprona emy Benen. — Ho
JI0 TeX MOp 3/1ech KOMaHAYy!o 5. M mo-mMoemy, B mocieiHee BpeMs Thl HE CIIPaBIISEIILCS CO CBOUMU
o0si3aHHOCTSIMU. — bacta omisiHyNCS Kak yXaJleHHbI, HO MopToJia TOJIBKO XOJIONHO J100aBuia:
— Crauana CaxepyK yKpan y TeOs KJIFOYH, TIOTOM ThI MOTEPSUT HAIIMX CO0AK, J1a M CaMOTo TeOs
IPUIIIIOCH UCKaTh B FOpax, a Terepb HOBast OIIOMHOCTh. — Copoka npoTsHyna pyKy: — OTnail MHe
KJIIOUH.

—Yt0? — Bacta mobneaHen, Kak MaJIBYHIIKA, KOTOPOTO Ha I71a3aX y BCETO KJIacca COOMPaIINCh
BBITTOPOTb.

— Tobl MeHs noHs1. Tenepb KIIOUM OT KIIETOK, CKJIENa U CKJIaaa ¢ OEH3MHOM OyayT Y MEHs.
JlaBaii.

bacra He nBuHYyICS € MecTa.

— He umeems npasa! — npomunen od. — MHe ux gan KanpukopH, U TOIBKO OH MOXET MX
y MeHsl 3a0parb.

OH cHOBa pa3BepHYJICS.

— 3abeper, HEe cOMHeBaiics! — KpuKHYyNa crapyxa. — [1o Bo3BpalieH!n OH XOUeT yCIBIIIATh
ot Te0s1 oTueT. MoxeT, Tebe yaacTcesi 00bSICHUTH €My, IOYeMy ThI He TipuBe3 BonmeoHoro S3bika.
MeHs TBOM OTTOBOPKH HE yOeTiIIH.

Bacra aruero ve orBetmi. CxBatuB Merru u @eHONMNO 32 PyKH, OH MOTALIIII UX K BBIXOY.
Copoxka emie 4To-To Kpudaja, HO €€ CIIOB YK€ HEBO3MOXKHO ObUIO pa3o0parh. bacta HU pasy He
OIJISIHYJICS.

OHu nojouuM K KaMOpKe C HOMEPOM ISITh — TOM, rAe panbuie cunen Papun. Co cioBamu:
«371ech U MoK IETe TBOETo 0TLa!» — bacta TONKHY! AEBOYKY M cTapvKa BHYTpPb U 3arep 3a HUMU
JIBEPb.

Merru Ka3ajioch, YTO € CHUTCS KOLIIMAPHbBINA COH, KOTOPBIN OHA yKe BUAENA. TOJIBKO Ha 3TOT
pa3 Ha 1oty He OBUIO JTaXKe 3aIUIECHEBENION COIOMBI U JJaMITOYKa He paboTrana. 3aTo CKBO3b IIENb
B CTE€HE B KAMOPKY II0IIa/1aJI0 HEMHOT'O THEBHOTO CBETA.

— OmnnyHo! — BockiIMKHY!T PEHOINO U, B3I0XHYB, OITYCTUJICS HAa XOJOAHBIN moJ. — Tenepp
MbI B xJ1eBy. Kak nmpo3anuno! fI-to mymarn, uto KanpukopH nep>XUT CBOMX 3aKJIFOUYEHHBIX B HACTO-
SIIEN TEMHHIIE.

— 30 x51eB? — cnpocuia Merru, NpucIOHUBUINCH CIIUHOM K cTeHe. OHa clibliaa, Kak J0XK/b
OapabaHWIT B 3aKPBITYIO IBEPb.

164



K. ®yHke. «YepHunbHoe cepaue»

—Ma. A o1 uTo nymana? TunuuHas cpegHEeBEKOBAas TOCTPOMKA: BHU3Y — CKOT, CBEPXY — JIFOIH.
Hekoropele xuTenu ropHbIX JE€peBEHb 10 CUX IOpP JKUBYT B OJHOM JIOME CO CBOMMHU OCJIAMHU U
ko3amu. [lo yTpaM macTyxu BBIBOAST CKOT Ha JIyra, OCJI€ Yero Ha yJIulax OCTalTCi KOPOBbU
JIENEIKH, U KaKIbIN, KTO UJIET 3a XJ1e00M, 00513aTeNIbHO B HUX BisMbIBaeTcs. Eciau yecTHo, s uyB-
CTBYIO ce0si HEMHOIO JKyTKOBaTo, — MpobopMoTall oH. — Benb UMeHHO Tak s ce0e U IpeacTaBIsil
Mmarb KanpukopHa: KproukoBaThlii HOC, OJIM3KO MOCAKEHHBIE I1a3a U Ja)ke IPUBBIYKA CKJIAIbIBATH
PYKH 3a CIIMHOM 1 BBITISTYMBATH MTOI00POJIOK.

Merru He moBepuiIa CBOMM yLIaM:

— Copoxka — matb Kanpukopna?

— Copoxka? Tak TbI ee Ha3bIBacllb? — ycMexHylcs DPeHonno. — B KHIKKe y Hee Kak pa3 Takoe
npo3Buiie. Hereposatno. Octeperaiics ee: y Hee JypHOU XapakTep.

— A nymaina, ona skoHomka Kanpukopsa.

— I'M, BUAMMO, OHM XOTST, 4TOOBI ThI Tak AyMaia. [loka HUKOMY He rOBOpH, UTO 3HAElllb
npasy, Xopouio?

Merru KuBHYyNa, XOTS U HE MOHsJIA, 4TO ATO 3a TaiHa. He BaxkHO, keM KanpukopHy npuxo-
mutes crapyxa! bornbie Hu4TO HE MMeeT 3HadeHus. Ha 3ToT pas mobnm3octu Het Cakepyka, KOTo-
PBIH OTKPOET HOYBIO IBEPH M OCBOOOANT MX. Bee ycnmns moTpadeHsl 3pst — Kak Oy/ATO OHU HUKYJa
u He cOeranu. Merru ynepriach pykaMu B ABEpPb U MpOILIENTajia:

— Mo npuzet, u oH1 Hac O0JIbIIEe HUKOTA OTCIOJIAa HE BBITYCTHT.

— Hy-ny, He roBopu Tak! — @eHOIMO BCTAJ, MOJOMIEN K I€BOYKE U OOHSUT ee. Merru yTKHY-
Jack B ero rpyOyro KypTKy, KOTopasi maxjia TpyOOdHbIM TabakoM. — S 4To-HMOyAb npuayMaro, —
HOTBITANICS YCIIOKOUTh €€ CTapUK. — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, MMEHHO S BBIIyMaJl 3TUX 3J10J1€€B. 3HAUUT,
Y UCYE3HYTh OHU JIOJKHBI IO MOEM BoJie. TBOM OTEl KOe-4TO NPUAYMAJI, HO... — Merru nojassia
3aIIAKaHHOE JIMIO U C HAJEKIOW ITOCMOTpEIIa Ha MHUCATENs, HO TOT TOJIBKO ITOKadall TOJIOBOM U
ckazar: — [lo3xke. CHayana oObsicHH MHe, 3aueM KanpukopHy TBO# oTer. TO Kak-TO CBA3aHO C
€r0 MCKJIFOYUTEIbHBIMU CITIOCOOHOCTAMU?

BriTepes cnessl, Merru kuBHyna:

— OH xoueT, 4T00bI MO BBIUMTAJI €r0 CTAPOTO JapyTa. ..

@eHOoMMOo MPOTSAHYN €l HOCOBOM IIIATOK, M3 KOTOPOTO BBICHINIAJIOCH HECKOJIBKO KPOIIEK
tabaka, 1 Merru BeITepiia HOC. CTapuK HAXMYPHIICS:

— Hpyra? Ho y Kanpukopsa HeT apy3eil.

Brpyr oH mymMmHO B310XHYII.

— O koM peub? — cripocuiia Merru.

DeHOIMO CMaxXHYJI € €€ LIEKHU CJIe3y U YKIIOHYMBO OTBETHUIL:

— O ToM, C KE€M Thl, HaJICIOCh, HUKOTJIa HE BCTPETUIILCS. Pa3Be uTO Ha cTpaHUIaX KHUTHU. —
OH pa3BepHyJICS U IPUHSIICS XOAUTH B3aA-Brepen. — Ckopo npuenet Kanpukops, — 00€CIoKOeHHO
poroBopui nucarens. — Hajgo nmogymars, B KakoM BUAE IEpe]l HUM MPEACTaTh.

Ho KampukopH He npuexan. Ha ynune cremHeno, a 3a HUMH TaKk HUKTO W HE NPHILIEI.
Jaxxe noectp He npuHecau. Yepes mienb B KaMOPKY MPOHUK XOJOJHBIM HOYHOM BO31yX. UTOOBI
COrpeThes, IVIEHHUKH CEJIU Ha TBEP/bIil 10JI CIUMHON K CIIUHE.

CnycTs HekoTopoe BpeMst DeHOINOo CIPOCHI:

— Ckaxu, bacta 10 cux nop cyeBepHblIii?

— Jla, ouenb, — orBeTHIIa Merru. — Caxkepyk €ro 3TUM 4acTo JAPA3HUT.

— Xopor1uo, — npodopmoTan PeHoano, Ho 0OJbIIEe HUYETO HE 100aBHIL.
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CnyxaHka KanpukopHa

Ommoeo, ymo 51 HUKo20a He 8UOeN HU OMyd, HU Mamepu, HU KAKUxX-
AUOO UX NOPMpemos... nepsoe npedcmagieHue 0 pooumensx CMpaHHbiM
006pazom C6A3a10CL 'y MeHs ¢ ux moeunvHuimu naumamu. Ilo gopue
OYK6 Ha Mo2uie Oomya s NOYeMy-moO peuwus, 4mo OH Obll WIOMHbBIL U
WUpoKonieyull, cmMy2ivlll, ¢ YepHbIMU Kypuasvlmu eonocamu. Haonuce
«A maxosce [icopodicuana, cynpyea evlulepedeHHO20» Bbl3bl8did 6 MOeM
0emckom 8000padiceHuy 00pas mamepu — Xuiol, 6eCHYUYAMOU HCeHUWUNDL.
Y, Tuxkenc. Bonvwue naoencovr’?

Korga coBcem cremueno, Caxxepyk oTnpaBuiics B myTh. Ha HeGe He ObUIO HU 3BE3/I0UKH.
Tonpko BpeMeHaMu CKBO3b Ty4Hd MPOMISAbIBAT TOHKUN YaXOTOYHO-ONEIHBIN Mecsl, TOX0KUN Ha
JIOMTHUK JJMMOHA B MOpE YEpPHUIL.

Caxepyk pasoBajcs KpoMEIIHON TbMe, a Papuja oHA Myrajia: CTOMJIO BETKE 3aJeTh €ro
JIMII0, KaK OH B3/IparuBall.

— IIpokinsarbe, Hajo OBLIO OCTaBUTH TeOs ¢ KyHHIIeH! — paccepamiicsa Caxepyk. — M3-3a Tebst
MBI €1l MOMAaJAeMCsl: Thl TAK TPOMKO CTYUYHUIIb 3y0aMH, YTO 32 KUJIOMETp cibliHO. [T Boepen!
Tam To, 4ero cToUT GOATHCS: ¥ 3TO BOBCE HE MPUBUJICHUS, a JIOIU C OpYXKHEM!

Onu ObUIM B HECKOJIBKUX IIAarax ot AepeBHU KanpukopHa, sipko OCBEIIEHHOW HOBBIMHU IPO-
KEKTOPaMH.

— 51 ObI celiuac MOCHIOPMII € TEM, KTO CUUTAET IEKTPUUYECTBO JTYUIIUM U300pETEHHEM Yello-
BeuecTBa! — mpomenran Caxepyk @apuny, mpobupasich 1o kpato napkoBku. Cpeny MalluH, 3eBas,
Oponun noctoBoil. [IpucioHuBIIMCH K IPYy30BUKY, Ha KoTopoM Kokepenb nmpuBe3 K03, OH Hafel
HayIHUKH. — OTinyHO! Tak MUMO MOXKET POWUTH 1ieasi apMus, a OH U HE 3aMEeTUT! — 00paoBasics
Caxepyk. — Eciiu Ob1 bacra ero yBuzen, To 3anep Obl Ha TpY JHS B XJIeB 0€3 €JIbl.

— Moxert, monesem 1o kpeimam? — Ha nure @apuaa He ObUIO U TEHU cTpaxa.

B otnruune ot BooOpaskaeMbIX 1yXOB ITOCTOBOM € py>KbEM €ro HH Karenbku He myrai. Caxe-
PYK nonuBuiICs 0e3paccy/iCTBY MajlbuKKa, HO CUel ero npeayiokeHue yaadynsiM. [Iposkekropa cBe-
TWJIM BHU3, TaK YTO Ha IMOTPY>KEHHBIX BO MPaK KpbliIax 0b1710 Oe30nacHO. OHU MOJIKPAIHCh K JIOMY,
[0 CTEHE KOTOPOro T'YyCTO BWJICA BUHOTrpaid. Kak TOJIbKO MOCTOBOM, MOKAYMBasi TOJIOBOM B TaKT
MYy3bIKE, JIGHUBO TIEpelIel Ha Ipyroil KoHel napkoBkH, CaxepyK yXBaTHIICS 3a TOJICTbIE BETBU U
nonTsHynca. @apuj 3ane3 Ha KpbIllly IPOBOPHEE €ro U TOp0 NPOTIHYI eMy pyKy. OHM TpoOu-
pajuch MUMO JIBIMOBBIX TPYO M aHTE€HH O€CIIyMHO, CIOBHO KOwIKU. OAMH pa3 u3-noj OOTHHKa
Caxxepyka BBICKOJIb3HYJI KYCOK YEpEIUIlbl, HO OH YCIEeJl €ro NoMMaTh Mpexe, 4eM TOT pa3ousics
0 MOCTOBYIO.

JloGpaBiinch 0 IepKOBHOM IUIOIIAH, Iie CTos oM KanpukopHa, OHU 110 BOJOCTOUHOMY
xKennoly crycTunuch BHU3. Cakepyk CIpsiTalics 3a SIMKaMH U3-110J1 PYKTOB U, 3aTauB JbIXaHUE,
onpo0OoBa OLIEHUTh 00CTaHOBKY. [ 110111a1b M YacTh yI04KH, Ha KOTOPYIO OJHON CTOPOHOM BBIXO-
mit oM KanpukopHa, 6011 3anuthl cBeToM. Ha (hoHTaHe nepes 1iepkoBbIO cuelia YepHas KOIlKa.
[Ipu Buge ee y bactol, HaBepHOe, 3amepiio Obl cepaie, HO Caxepyka ropaszao 0osblie 0ecrnoko-
WM JIBO€ YacOBbIX y Bxoza B oM KanpukopHa. OJIuH U3 HUX, IUIOTHBIA KOPOTHIIIKA, YETHIPE ro/ia
HazaJl BBICJIEIUI €r0 B CEBEPHOM TOpOJE, T/I€ OH XOTeN JaTh CBOE MOCIIEAHEE NPECTaBlIEHUE, U
BMECTE C IByMsl APYyTUMU NOIPYYHBIMU NpUTAIIni crofa. A 3aeck Kanpukoph xoren ot Caxkepyka

12 Iepeson M. Jlopue.
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TOJILKO OJIHOTO: UTOOBI TOT CKa3aj emy, rje BonmeOnsbiit S3b1k 1 kHUra. 1 3TOro OH MCHOIb30BaJl
CBOU OOBIYHBIE METOJBI.

Yacossie pyranuck. OHH ObLIH TaK 3aHATHI COOOM, UTO HE 3aMeTHIIH, Kak Caxepyk, coOpaB-
IIACH C IyXOM, CKpBUICS B yinouke. @apua 0e33ByYHO, KaKk TeHb, CKOJIB3HYI 32 HUM. KanpukopH
W1 B OOJIBIIIOM, MAaCCUBHOM 3JIaHUU, KOTOPOE, Cy/sl 0 BCEMY, CTPOMJIOCH KaK paTylla, MOHa-
CTBIPb WK IKoIa. Bee okHa B jome ObitH roranieHsl. C mepBoro B3risaa Ka3aloch, YTO TTOCTOBBIX
Ha ynouke HeT, Ho CakepyK OCTaBaJiCsl Ha4eKy, Be[b YePHOKYPTOUYHUKH HOYBIO TIOYTH HE BUIHBI,
0COOEHHO KOTJIa CTOSIT B TEMHBIX JBepHbIX HUIIaX. Jla, Caxkepyk 3Han aepeBHio KanpukopHa kax
CBOM IIAATh NaJIbLIEB. Y HEro ObUIO TOCTATOUYHO BPEMEHU €€ M3YUUTh C TeX Iop, kak KanpukopH
IPUBE3 €ro CIoa U MpuKa3ai pa3sickaTh Bommeonoro S3pika u kaury. Kakaplit pas, Koraa Tocka
10 POJIMHE CTAHOBUJIACh HEBHIHOCUMOM, OH caM BO3Bpauiaics B 1epeBHI0. Cpeu cTapbIX BparoB
Caxepyk He 4yBCTBOBaJI ce0sl TAKUM 4y>kuM. Jlaxke cTpax nepea HoxoM bacTel He Mor ero yaep-
Karhb.

Caxepyk nogozsan @apuaa k cede, MOTHSIT C 3eMJIM KAMEHb U OPOCHII €T0 B TEMHBIN KOHEI
yauipsl. HukTto He menoxnyscs. Bunumo, yacoBoil kak pa3 06xonun qoM. Caxkepyk BCKOUMI Ha
orpay, 3aIlMIIaBITYI0 (PPYKTOBEIE IEPEBbs, OBOIIHBIC TPSAKH U KyCThI 3eJIeHH B caxy KanpukopHa
OT XOJIOAHOT'0 BETpa, AyBlIero ¢ rop. Korna cimyxanku nononu rpsaku, Caxkepyk 4acTo pa3BieKal
uX pasroBopamu. B cany He ObUIO HU NMPOXKEKTOPOB, HU OXPaHbl (KOMY IPUJIET B TOJIOBY KPacTh
oBOLIM?). 3apelIeyeHHY0 JBEpb, YTO Bejla B JIOM, HAa HOYb Bceraa 3anupand. IIpsimo y orpazst
cTosa cobaubst OyaKa, HO, CIIPBITHYB BHH3, Ca)KepyK YBUAET, YTO OHA MycTa. 3HAYUT, COOAKH HE
BEPHYJIUCH ¢ X0IMOB. OHHU OKa3aJIuch yMHee, yeM rnpenmnosnarain Caxepyk. A HOBbIX bacta eme He
3aBen. [yno ¢ ero croponsl. Imynsiii bacra.

Caxepyk mennyn @apuay, 4ToObI TOT CIIE0BAT 32 HUM, U, IPOU/IS MIUMO YXOXXCHHBIX TPsi-
JIOK, OKa3zayicd y 4epHoro xoza. [IpokpaBmuch K HEMY, MaJb4MK B HEJOYMEHUHU MTOCMOTpEIN Ha
3apernIeueHHyIo 1Bepb, HO CakepyK TOJBKO MPHIKAI IMajell K 'y0aM U B3IIIAI0M yKa3al Ha OKHO BO
BTOpPOM 3Taxke. ETo cTBOpKU ObUIHM OTKPBITHL. Cakepyk MSAyKHYJ TaK HaTypaJlbHO, UTO Ha €ro 30B
OTKJIMKHYJIOCh Cpa3y HECKOJBKO KOILIEK, HO 32 OKHOM HUKTO HE LieBesbHycsA. OH npucitymanics,
THUXO BBIPYTAJICS, @ MMOTOM KapKHYJ TaK MPOH3UTEIbHO, 4T0 Papua, B3APOTHYB, MPUCIOHUICS K
cteHe. Ha 310t pa3 u3 okHa BbIIAHYAA KeHIuHA. Caxepyk MPUBETCTBEHHO [TIOMaxaJl €M, OHa Max-
HyJla €My B OTBET U UCYE3JA.

— He 6ecnokotics! — mennyn Caxepyk, yBuaeB o3adboueHHsbii B3 @apuna. — Eit MoxkHO
noBepsATh. MHorue ciayxaHku KanpukopHa He JIydlliero MHEHHsI O CBOEM XO3SIMHE U €r0 JIIOISIX U
XOTenu OBl YHTH OTCIOAA, HO MX AEPKUT cTpax. OH ke 3aCTaBIIsET UX MOJIYATh O TOM, YTO ITPOHC-
XOIUT B iepeBHE. JKeHITMHBI 005TCs, YT0 KanmprukopH MOJOMOKET J0Ma UX POIHBIX WIIH TOAOIIIET
bacty c HOxOM... A Pese Hedero 00AThCs — y HEee HET ceMbH. — MBICIIEHHO OH 100aBmt: «bosnbiie
HET».

JIBepb OTKpBLIACh, U 32 PEHICTKOM MMOKA3aJIOCh OJI€THOE BCTPEBOKEHHOE JIUIO JKEHIITUHBI C
TEMHO-PYChIMH BOJIOCAMHU.

— Kaxk noxwuBaenib? — cipocuit Caxepyk, IPOCYHYB PyKY CKBO3b IPYThS.

VYnp10HyBLIMCH, Pe3a noxkana ero najblibl 1 KUBHYJIA B CTOPOHY Majb4MKa.

—Oto ®apup, — npomenrtan Caxepyk. — OH 3a MHOW, MOXKHO CKa3arh, yBsizaics. Ho oH cBoit
U TaK ke, Kak Mbl, He mo0uT KampukopHa.

Pe3a kuBHyna n nocmorpena Ha Caxkepyka ¢ YIIpeKoM.

— 5] noHnMato, 4TO MIyNo OBLIO CIO/Ia BO3BpaIarhes. Thl 3HAEIIb, YTO IPOU3OILIO? — CIPO-
cui Caxepyk u He 0e3 ropaoctu 106aBuit: — OHU TymMalid, YTO sl BCE CTEPILIIO, HO HE TYT-TO ObLIO.
Ocrancs ele oauH IK3EMIUISp KHUTH, U 1 ero no0yny! He cmoTpu Ha MeHs Tak. 3Haellb, riue
Kamnpukops ero xpanut?

Pe3a nokauana romoBoii. Bapyr B tummne pazgaics mopox, Caxepyk pe3ko oOepHYIcs
U YBUJEJ, KaK MO cajly MpOLIMBITHYJIa Mbllb. Pe3a gocrana u3 kapmaHa Xxajara KapaHjaaul U
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Oymaxkky. 3Hast, uTo CaxkepyKy Jierue pa3Ouparb nedaTHble OyKBbI, OHA MKcCalla MEIJIEHHO U aKKYy-
paTHO. DTO OHA HAay4MJia €ro YUTaTh U MHUCaTh, YTOObI OHU MOIJIM OOIIATHCS.

CaxepyKy, KaK BCeraa, MOHaI00MIOCh BpeMsi, 4TOOBI pacmugpoBaTh HAMHCAHHOE. 3aKo-
PIOUKH HallOMUHAJIM €My OyKallleK, U3 KOTOPBIX HYXHO OBbLJIO COCTaBUTh UMEBILIUE CMBICT CJIOBA.
Kaxaplit pa3, korna 3To eMy yAaBajloCh, OH CUNTAJ, YTO COBEPIINI MOABUL.

— «41 HaBoOCTpIO ymn», — TuX0 npountan Caxepyk. — Xopoio, Ho Oyzb ocTopokHa. S He
X0uy, YTOOBI M3-3a MEHS Thl PUCKOBaJla CBOEM MMJION ronoBkoil. — OH elle pa3 CKIOHUJICS Hal
JUCTOUKOM U crpocuit: — Yto 3Haunt «Kiroun bactsl Teneps y Copoku»?

Caxepyk BepHyn OyMaxky Pese. @apuj Tak BHUMATENIBHO CIEIWI 3a TEM, KaK OHA MHILET,
CJIOBHO BHJIET B 3TOM KOJIZIOBCTBO.

— IToxoxe, ero Tebe Toxke mpuaeTcst 00y4uTh rpamore! — mennyn el Caxepyk. — CmoTpw,
KakK OH HaOJII0[aeT 3a KaXKIbIM TBOUM JBUKECHHUEM.

[lonusB ronosy, Pe3a ynpiOHynach ManbuuKy. TOT 3aCTECHSJICS U OTBEJI B3NS B CTOPOHY.
Omna npoBesna nanbliaMy Mo JULLY.

— Cuuraenib, OH CUMIATUYHBIA? — eXuAHO yeMexHylcs Caxepyk, B TO BpeMs kak Dapuj He
3HaJI, Ky/Jia AeBaTh [J1a3a OT CMYLIEHUs. — A Kak HacueT MeHsI? YTo 3HauuT « Thl KpacuB, Kak JTyHa»?
310 — KOMIUIUMEHT? Miu Thl X0uelib cKa3aTh, YTO HA MOEM JIULE CTOJIBKO K€ IIPaMOB?

Pe3a 3acMesiiach, kKak MaJIeHbKas JCBOYKA, ¥ 3aKpbUIa pOT pyKoid. Ee merko Obu1o paccme-
muTh. TOJIBKO KOTZIa OHA CMesIach, ObLI CIBILLIEH €€ IOJI0C.

BueszanHo HOub pa3opBanu BeICTpesbl. Pe3a cxBarunach 3a peuietky, a @apuj or crpaxa
CheXUIICS y cTeHbl. CaxkepyK MOIHAJ €ro U CKazall:

— He OGoiics! ITocToBbie MpoCcTO CTPEnstOT 1o KourkaMm. OHU BCerja Tak JeNaloT, KOrjaa UM
CKYYHO.

MapauK ObLT TOpaKEeH.

Pe3a 3akonumiia nucare, otaana aucrouek Caxepyky, U TOT POYUTAI:

— «OHa ux y Hero oroOpana. B xauectBe Hakazanus». Jlymato, bacre 3T0 He MOHpPaBUIOCH.
OH Bceraa xBacTaiics TeM, yTo KanpukopH noBepui eMy Kirouu, — ckazain Caxepyk.

CnenaB MmpadHoe nuIo, Pe3a sxectom m300pa3uia, Kak T0CTaeT u3-3a nosica Hox. Caxepyk
B TOJIOC paccMesuIcs, HO TYT K€ 3aMoJidall ¥ npuciyaics. B caxy 6b110 THXO, KaK Ha KJI1a0HILE.

— Ha, Mory cebe npenacraButh, Kak bacra pazosnuics, — npomentai oH. — YToObl yroauTh
KanpukopHy, oH yOuBaI U ypomoBall JIIOAEH, a TYT BIPYT TaKoe.

Pe3a norsnynack 3a aucToukoM, nocie yero Caxxepyk onsTh MyYUTEIbHO JOJITO pazoupa
€€ YEeTKUH ITOYEpK.

— Tol capimmana npo Bommeonoro SI3bika 1 xouens 3HaTh, KTo 3T10? Eciu Obl He 51, OH OBl 10
CHUX IIOp cujien B ogHOM u3 kietok KanpukopHa. OcTanbHOE MOXKEIb CIIPOCUTH y Majibuuka. Bos-
meOHbIN SI3bIK BhIepHYA Dapuia U3 ero UCTOpHH, Kak penky. Ho MBI JOIDKHBI paoBaThCs, YTO
BMECTE C MAJIBYUKOM B 3TOT MUP HE BHICKOUMJIN IJIOTOSIIHBIE YXH, O KOTOPBIX OH OCTOSIHHO 00JI-
taeT. Jla, BonmeOHslii S3bIK — OTVIMYHBIN YTEll, OH YMTaeT HaMHOTO Jiyuie Jlapuyca. Kak Bununib,
®dapuj He XpOMaeT, y HEr0 HOpMaJIbHOE JIMLO, U JAa’Ke €CTh F0JI0C, B YEM, MIpaB/ia, HHOTAa MOXKHO
YCOMHUThCS.

®apuj yKOpu3HEHHO nocMoTtpen Ha Caxepyka.

— Kaxk Bemmsiiut BommeOusiii SI3b1k? Bee, uto st Mory ckaszath: bacta eme He ycnen pasy-
KpPacuThb €My JIULIO.

B 3TOT MOMEHT Haja MX rojaoBaMu 3ackpumneno okHo. Caxkepyk npuxaics kK pewetke. Ilep-
BOE, YTO OH MOIyMall: «TO MPOCTO BeTep». Papu/ B3MIAHYJ HA HETO INIa3aMH MOJIHBIMU yiKaca.
HagepHoe, oH npuHsa ckpun 3a rojioc 1eMoHa. Ho BMecTo n1eMoHa U3 OKHa BBICYHYJIOCH CYIIIECTBO
U3 IJIOTU U KpOBU: Moproia, Wi, Kak ee TaliHO Ha3biBanu, Copoka. Bee city>xanku Obuin y Hee
B nogurHeHuu. OT ee BHUMaHMsI HE YCKOJIb3aJla HU O/IHAa MEJIOYb: OHA 3HaJla JaXKe TO, O YEM KEH-
IIMHBI CEKPETHUYAJIH B CBOUX cnaibHsX. O neHprax KanpukopH 3a00Tuiics ropas3ao jJydlie, 4eM o
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CIIy’KaHKax: BCEM UM IIPUXOJUIIOCH TECHUTHCS B €r0 JOME 10 YETBEPO B KOMHATE. 32 UCKITIOUEHUEM
TeX, KOTOPbIE CXOIUIIUCH C €0 MOAPYUHBIMU U NTEPEEe3Kalli BMECTE C HUMHU B 3a0pOILIEHHBIE 10MA.

OO00KOTHBIINCH HA MOJOKOHHUK, COpoKa J0JIr0 Jbllana XOJIOAHBIM HOYHBIM BO3LyXOM.
CaxepyKy y»Ke XOTEJI0Ch CBEpHYTb €H 11110, KOI1a OHa HAKOHEI] cousia, YTO JOCTaTOYHO OCBEXKHU-
Jach, U 3aKpblila OKHO.

— Mmue nopa. 3aBTpa s cHOBa mpuay. MOXeT, K TOMy BpeMeHHU TeOe ynacTcst 4To-HHOYIb
pasy3Harb o kHure! — Caxepyk ckaji naiabipl Pe3bl. OT NOCTOSHHON CTUPKH U YOOPKU €€ PyKH
orpy0enu. — 3Hal0, s y’Ke TOBOPHJI, HO BCE-TaKH Oy/Ib OCTOPOKHA M AEPIKUCH MOJANbIIE OT bacThl.

B otBer Ha 3TOT Gecnione3Hblii coBeT Pe3a Tonbko noxana miaeyamu. [loutu Bce sKeHITUHBI
JIEPEBHU CTOPOHMWINCH bacTel. HO 4TO TONKY: OH-TO MX HE CTOPOHUIICS.

Caxepyk CTOsUI y 3apellIeueHHOM IBEpH /10 TeX Mop, moka Pe3a He moHsIach k cede B KOM-
HaTy 4 HEe Nojjajla eMy OTTYy/a 3HaK — 3aKIvia CBEYYy.

[TocToBoi1 Ha MapKOBKE BCE €I1I€ CIIyIIal MYy3bIKYy. 3a0bIB 000 BCEM Ha CBETE, OH 00XBATHII
PYXbe, CIIOBHO JEBYLIKY, U ITyCTUIICS B IJIsic cpenu MamuH. Houb nornotuna Caxepyka u @apuaa
IPEXkKIE, YEM ITOCTOBOM IOCMOTPEI B UX CTOPOHY.

Ha o6parHoM nyTH OHM HE BCTPETHIIM HUKOTO, KPOME IOJIOIHOM JIMChI, KOTOpasi MOCIeuia
CKpBIThCA B KycTax. Cuzs Bo3ie oOropesiero qoma, [ BuH yruteran ntuiy. B TeMHOTE CBETHIIHCH
ee OerbIe TIephsi.

— Omna Bcerna 0bu1a HeMoit? — cripocut @apua, korna Caxepyk pacTsSHYIJICS O] I€PEBbIMU
U yKe coOupaics crarh.

— C Tex nop, Kak 5 ee 3Hato, — oTBeTUI CakepyK U MOBEPHYIICS K MAJIBUYUKY CITUHOM.

@apup sier paaoM ¢ HUM. Takast yx y Hero Obuia mpuBbluka. Bo cae Caxkepyk MOI' CKOJIBKO
YTOJHO OTOJIBUraThCsl — KOra OH npockinaics, @apua Beceraa jiexan ¢ HUM 00K 0 OOK.

— Ot0 ee pororpadus y TeOs B prOK3aKe, — MPOTOBOPHIT MAJIBUHK.

— W 9ro?

®apua NpoMoIdall.

— Ecnu 161 monoxwit Ha Hee 1I1a3, — yeMexHylcs: CaxkepyK, — MOXKEITb BRIKHHYTh 3TH MBICITH
U3 TOJIOBBL: OHA OJ{HA U3 JIOOMMBIX ciayxkaHok KanpukopHa. OH naxe 1mo3BoJi€T €l MIPUHOCUTH
€My B [IOCTEJIb 3aBTPAK U IOMOTaTh OI€BATHCS.

— JlaBHO OHa y HETo?

— Ilate net, — cka3an Caxepyk. — 3a Bce 9TH IOkl OHA HHU pa3zy He ObUIa 3a MpeneiaMu
nepeBHH. KanpukopH MOYTH HE TIO3BOJISET €1 BBIXOIUTH U3 JI0Ma, TIOTOMY YTO OHA JIBAXK/IBI TIHITA-
nacek 6exxats. KoneuHo, ganexo eil yitu He ynaBasnoch. OauH pa3 el momerian ykyc 3men. Ona
MHE HUKOT/Ia He paccKa3biBajia, Kak KanmpukopH ee Hakas3all, HO ¢ TeX Op OHa OoJblie He cOeraer.

B 3apocisix nmocnbimancs mopox, @apu BcTpenenyincs 1 yBHIEIN, YTO 110 CyXUM JHCTBSIM K
HUM ckadeT [ BuH. KyHuria 3abpanace eMy Ha )KHBOT U 00IM3HYNIAck. Dapua cO CMEXOM BBITAIIIII
y HEro U3 HIepCTH MephILIKo. ' BUH 00HIOXAJ U0 MaJbuMKa TakK, CJIOBHO COCKYYMJICS, a TIOTOM
CIPBITHYJI Ha 3€MJIIO U CHOBA HMCYE3 BO MpaKe.

— I'BuH Tako# muiblil! — npomenTan @apun.

— Bosce HeT, — OypkHyn CakepyK ¥ HATSHYJ TOHKOE OJISsUIO JI0 camoro nmoaboposka. — [Ipo-
CTO ThI €My HPaBHIILCS, TOTOMY YTO ITaXHEIIb, KaK JICBYOHKA.

®apuj 10JIr0 HUYETO HE TOBOPHIIL.

Caxepyk yxe 3aapemMal, Korjna MaJbuuK BAPYT IPOU3HEC:

— A onu noxoxw. JKeHmuHa u 1096 BonmeOHoro SI3pka. Y HUX OJUHAKOBEIC I71a3a U T'yOBI.
U cmerotcs oHM OJIMHAKOBO.

—Yemyxa! — ckazan Caxxepyk. — He Biky HU Mastelinero cxozctsa. [Ipocto y o6enx romyonie
1a3a. 31ech 3TO HE PEJKOCTh. A TeNeph CIH.
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Mapuuk mocymacs. 3aKyTaBIIMCh B CBUTEP, KOTOPHI eMy nan Caxepyk, OH Jier Ha 00K
U 3aCHYI, Kak muajeHen. Caxepyk CIIyliall ero pOBHOE JbIXaHUE H IVISACI B TEMHOTY. YCHYTh OH
OOJIBIIIE HE MOT.
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TanHa KanpukopHa

— Ecnu 61 menst nocésimuau 6 pulyapu, — ckazai Bapm, meumamensho
2105 Ha naams, — s ovl... nonpocun boea, umobvl on MHe 0OHOMY HOCIANL
6ce 3710, Komopoe ecmb Ha 3emie. Eciu 6l s e2o nobeoun, 6 mupe bonvuue ne
ocmanocw owvl 31a, a eciu Ol OHO NOOEOUNo, cMpPadal vl MOLKO 5.

— To1 661 nOCMynuL 04eHb onpomem4uso, — ckazan Mepnun. — Ono ool
nobeouno. U mei 6u1 cmpaoai.
T. X. Yaiim. Koponv 6v171020 u 2padyuiezo

Korga Merru u @eHomnuno BOILIY B LIEPKOBB, TO YBUIEIU KalipuKkopHa B OKPYKEHUH JTFOKUHBI
noJpy4yHbIX. OH cHUJIET B YEPHOM KaK Caxa KOXKaHOM Kpecyie, KOTOPOe HaKaHyHe MO IPUCMOTPOM
MopTomnsl ycranoBuiIM Ha antape. CerofHsi KOCTIOM Ha HeM ObUT He KpacHbIH, a /i pasHooOpa-
3usl OJIeTHO-XKENTHIN, KaK COUYMBIINICS CKBO3b OKHA YTPeHHUH cBeT. KanpukopH paHo mocnan 3a
CBOMMU IUICHHHKAMU: XOJIMBI €Ill€ YKYThIBaJ I'yCTOM TyMaH, a COJIHLIE BCIUIBIBAJIO HAJl HUM, Kak
MY HaJ MYTHOH BOJOM.

— Knsnycs Bcemu 6ykBamu andasura! — npomentan denonno, koraa oHu ¢ Merru B conpo-
BOXKJIeHUH bacThl HarpaBUIKCh K antapro. — OH BBIIVISANT TOYb-B-TOUb KaK 5 €ro ce0e ImpeIcTaB-
75171, «becIBETHBIN, KaKk CTaKaH MOJIOKa» — Ka)XeTcsl, Tak g onucan KanpukopHa.

[Mucarens yckopui mar, kKak OyTo eMy He TepIIeIoCh MOCMOTPETh Ha CBOE CO3/IaHUE, 1 OCTa-
B Merru no3aau. bacta octaHOBWII cTapuKa, M TOT HE JIOLIEN 0 JECTHUIBI.

— Te1 yero? — mpommunen oH. — He Tak ObicTpo. U He 3a0yab MOKIOHUTHCS, TTOHSIT?

[Ipe3purensHo nmocmotpeB Ha bacty, @eHonno BBIIPSAMUICS BO Bech pocT. bacra 3amax-
Hyncst, HO KanpukopH 4yTh 3aMeTHO TOKavall FOJ0BOM, M TOT OMYCTUI PyKY, Kak peOeHOK, KOTO-
poMy clenanu 3ameyaHue. Moprona crosuia psjoM ¢ KanpukopHOM, CIOKHUB PYKH 332 CHUHOM,
CJIOBHO KPbLIbS.

I'msans To Ha Merru, To Ha yepenaiibe auio Penonno, KanpukopH nmpousHec:

— bacra, g 10 cux mop He MOTy MOHSATH, O YeM ThI AyMaJ, KOTJIa Bo3Bpalaics ciona 6e3 ee
orra!l

— 51 e BaM yxke OOBSICHSUI: ero ¢ Hel He ObL1o, — 00MkeHHO mporoBopus bacta. — 1 4ro,
JOJOKEH OBLIT CUAETD M JKJIaTh y Mops orofibl? OH ckopo caM crofa mpudexut! Mbl Jke Bce BUIENH,
Kak 0e3yMHO OH JIFOOUT JIEBYOHKY. Sl TOTOB MOPYUYUTHCS CBOMM HOXKOM, UTO OH SIBUTCS HE MO3/IHEE
3aBTPAIIHEro JIHS.

— Hoxxom? HennaBHO ThI €ro yke nmoTepsis, — I3BUTENbHO 3aMeTHiia Moproda.

Bacra ot 3mocTu cTUCHY 3yOBbI.

— Ha, bacra, yto-T0 ThI caan! — 3akmounn KanpukopH. — BcnbuibuMBOCTh COBCEM 3aTyMa-
HUJIa TBOM paccyloK. A Ternepb MOCMOTPHUM, UYTO Thl MHE IIPUBE3.

Crapuk He cBoauia mia3 ¢ KanpukopHa. @eHOIMO paccMaTpuBal €ro, Kak XyJI0KHHUK pac-
CMaTpHUBAaEeT KapTHUHY, KOTOPYIO HalMcall MHOTO JIeT Ha3zal. W, cylid mo BeIpaXEHUIO €ro JIULA, OH
OB JIOBOJICH TE€M, YTO BUJEA. MerTn He 3aMeTHIIa B IJIa3ax MUcaTeNiss HU TEHU CTpaxa — B HUX
OBLIH TOJIBKO JIOOOMBITCTBO U JIOBOJILCTBO coO0M. KanpukopHy B3IUIsiA cTapuka He TOHPABHICS.
OH He IPUBBIK, YTOOBI HA HETO CMOTPEJIN TaK OECCTPAITHO.

— bacra pacckazan MHE 0 BaC KO€-4TO HHTEPECHOE, TOCTIOUH. ..

— DeHOIHO.

Merru HanpsKEHHO Ciieania 3a peakuueil KanpukopHa: 3HaeT Ju OH, KTo Hamucan «Yep-
HUJIbHOE cepame»? OOparia Jin OH BHUMaHHE Ha MMS aBTOPa, KOTOPOE HAITMCAHO HaJl Ha3BaHUEM?

— Jlaxke royoc y Hero Takoi, KakuM s ero cede mpeactanisii! — npornentan @enonuo Merru.
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OH HamomMuHaN il peOeHKa, KOTOPBIA ¢ BOCTOPTOM IVISIUT HA CUASIIETO B KIeTKe JibBa. C
TOM TOJIBKO pasHuIeH, yro KanpukopH He cunen B kieTke. OJJHOTO ero B3rIsLAa ObIJIO TOCTaTOYHO,
yT00bI bacta nokTeM ToakHya @enonno B ciuHy. OT CUIIBHOTO yapa y CTapuKa Jake IepexBaTUiIo
JIbIXaHUE.

[Toxa ®eHoMO PTOM JIOBHI BO3AYX, KarpukopH NOSICHUIIL:

— He nro6ur0, korma B MoeM npucyTcTBHM memdyTcs. Mtak, npogomkum. bacra noxenwics
CO MHOM yAMBUTEJILHON UCTOPUEH: BBl IKOOBI YTBEPKIAeTe, UYTO HAMUCAIU HEKYIO KHUTY... Kak,
TrOBOPHUTE, OHA Ha3bIBaeTCA?

— «YepHwibHOE cepaue», — orBeTwi1 POEHONMMO, NOTHpasi CIUHY. — S Tak Ha3Baj KHUTY,
IIOTOMY 4TO OHA O YE€JOBEKE, CEpALIE KOTOPOrO YEPHO OT 3J0CTH. MHE 3TO Ha3BaHUE O CUX IOP
KaXETCsl yJauHbIM.

KanpukopH mogHs1 OpoBH U YIBIOHYIICS:

— O, xak 310 noHuMarb? MoeT, Kak KOMIUTUMEHT? Beab BB TOBOPUTE O MOEH HCTOPHH.

— Her, 310 — M0 ncropus. Tsl B HEH BCETO JIMIIb IEPCOHAK.

Merru 3amerniia, kak bacta BompocuTenbHO nocMoTpen Ha KanmpukopHa, HO TOT Clerka
nokadai rosioBoi. Criuny MeHoMMo Ha 3TOT pa3 MOLIAIIIIN.

— Tak-Tak, 3Ha4UT, Thl HE COOMpPAEIILCS OTKA3bIBAaThCS OT CBOUX BBIMBICIOB. — KanpukopH
BCTAJI C KpeCia U MEIJICHHO CITyCTHJICS IO CTYIIEHBKAM.

DeHOIMO 3aroBOPIINYECKH YIIbIOHYICS Merru.

OcTaHOBMBIIKCH IPSIMO NEpe] nucareneM, KanpukopH xene3HbIM TOHOM ITPOrOBOPHI:

— Han yem 161 cmeenibesi? — Ero ronoc pesan cinyx, kKak HOx bacTel.

— S TyT KaK pa3 BCHOMHWJIL, YTO TUIECIaBUE — NIABHAs 4YepTa TBOETro xapakrepa. Jla, st Haxennmn
TeO0s1 U3PSIAHOM 0JICH TIecaaBus u... — OEHOINO cliean TeaTpaIbHYIO May3y, — €1l1e KOe-KaKUMHU
c1abOCTSIMH, O KOTOPBIX £ JIy4yllle He Oyay TOBOPUTH PU TBOUX JIFOASX.

KanpukopH nenyro BE4HOCTh MOJIYA CMOTpeN Ha nucarensd. [IoTom oH npUIoaHsUT yroJIKu
ry0 B HameKke Ha yablOKy. [ aza KanpukopHa Omysxnanu rmo nepkBu, kKak OyaTo oH u 320611 0 DeHo-
JHO.

— Thsl nep3kuii crapuk, — IpousHec OH HakoHel. — 1 k Tomy e naryH. Ho, ecim TbI cunra-
€lllb, 4YTO TBOE IPUTBOPCTBO IPOM3BEIIO HA MEHS TAKOE JK€ BIIEUaTIIEHUE, KaKk Ha bacTy, Thl CUIIBHO
3a0myxnaenibest. TBOM poccka3HU CMEXOTBOPHBI, Kak U Thl caM. Korna bacra npuses Tebs crona,
OH COBEPIIWJI [NIYNOCTh. Teneppb npuaercs ot Te0s n30aBUTHCS.

bacra nobnennen u, BTAHYB rojoBy B IuledH, nojackoums k Kanpukopny. Merru ycnbliana
€ro UCIyTaHHBIN IIETOT:

—Ho Brpyr atu aBoe He BpyT? OHU yTBEPAKAAIOT, YTO €CIIU Mbl yObEM CTapUKa, TO BCE YMPEM.

KarnpukopH B3mIsIHYJI Ha HETO ¢ TAaKUM IPE3PEHUEM, UTO TOT OTIIATHYJICS, KaK OT yAapa.

A 1o Bugy OeHoIM0 MOKHO OBLIIO TIOJyMaTh, UTO BCS ATa CUTYyaIlus ero 3a0aBisieT. Takoe
BII€YATJICHUE, YTO MHUCATEIh BOCIIPUHUMAI IPOUCXOJAIIEE KaK CIIEKTaKIIb, KOTOPBIA UCHOMHSIIN
CIIELMAJIBHO JUJIS HETO.

— bennpiii bacra! — ckazan on Kanpukopny. — Tbl onsITh K HEMy HecHpaBeIMB. A Belb OH
npas. Yro, ecnu s He Bpy? UTo, eciu s 1 BripaBay Bac co3fai: Tedsa u bacty? Bee roBoput o ToMm,
YTO Bbl UCIIAPUTECH, KAK TOJILKO MEHS YHUUTOXKUTE.

KanpukopHs paccmestiicss, Ho Merru no4yBcTBoBaJIa, 4To c10Ba GEHOINO €ro BCTPEBOKUIIH,
XOTSI OH M CTapaJics CKPBITh OECIIOKOMCTBO 32 MAaCKOM paBHOAYIIMSL.

— S1 Mory nokasarh, 4TO s TOT, 33 KOTo ce0s BbIaro! — Tuxo nporoBopui OeHonno, 4ToObl
HUKTO, KpoMe KanpukopHa, Merru u bactsl, ero He ycnblimain. — Ho Tl Beab He X04elllb, 4TOObI O
TBOMX POAUTENSAX Y3HAIM BCE MOJPYUHbIE U CITyKAHKU?

B uepkBu Hactynwia tumuHa. Bee 3amepnu. bacta, mogpyyHble y JECTHHIIBI U JaXeE Cye-
TUBILHECS BO3JIE CTOJIOB KEHUIMHBI CMOTpeNH Ha KanpukopHa 1 He3HakoMoro crapuka. Moprona
CTOsJIa Ha CBOEM MECTE U, BBIIIATUB MTOJ0OPOAOK, HAPSXKEHHO MPUCTYIINBAIach K IIEHOTY.
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Kanpukops Monua pasmisasiBai cBou 3anoHkH. Ha cBemiol py0Oallike OHU BBIIVISACTN Kak
Karu KpoBu. [1oToM oH nojHs1 GeciBeTHbIE I1a3a Ha PEHONMNO U TUXO IPOU3HEC:

— T'oBopHu, 4TO THI XOUelIb CKa3aTh, crapuk! Ho, ecu Tebe nopora TBOs >KMU3HB, KpUYaTh HE
00s13aTeNIbHO.

Merru no4yBcTBOBajla, C KAKUM TPYJOM OH cliep>kuBaeT 37100y. Emie Hukorna ona He Oosiach
€ro Tak, KaK celJac.

Kanpukops nopan bacre 3Hak, 1 TOT HEOXOTHO OTOILEIL.

— Mansiike-To MOXHO nociyiars? — @enonno nonoxuin pyky Merru Ha miedo. — M Tbl
U ee ucmyranucs?

Kanpukopn naxe He B3DIsiHYyA HA Merru. Bece ero BHUMaHuE 3aHUMAa Y€JIOBEK, KOTOPBII
€ro Co3/all.

— ToBopu, 51 x1y! XoTd 1 yBepeH, YTO HUYETO HOBOTO Thl MHE HE CKakellb. JIronu B TOM
LIEPKBH YK€ HEOJHOKPATHO MBITAJIUCH CHACTH CBOX XXU3Hb IIpU nomomu Joku. Ho ecnu Tol n
naneire Oynenib 00NTaTh MOMYCTY, S 103a009yCh O TOM, YTOOBI TeOst yKycuiia 3mes. s Takoro
CiIy4as y MEHs 0Ma BCEra HaliJeTcs rapa rajiok.

Yrpo3ssl KanpukopHa He npou3ssenu BrieyarneHuss Ha @eHonuo.

— Xopomio! — ckazaj oH ¥ 00BEJ B3IVISIOM OKPYKAIOIIHNX, CIOBHO COXKaJes O TOM, YTO OHU
ero He ycnbimar. — C yero Hauath? [Ipexie Bcero mosiCHIO: B KHUTY IOMAJaeT AaJeKo HE BCe,
YTO MHCATENbh 3HAET O CBOMX NepcoHaxkax. Koe-uto miist yurareneid ocraercs TaiHou. Ee 3HaroT
TOJIBKO T€pOHl U ero co3aarens. Hanpumep, g Bcerga 3Hai, 4to oH, — PEHOIMO KMBHYJI B CTOPOHY
Bactel, — 10 TOTO, KaK THI €ro MmoAo0pa, ObUT OYeHb HEeCUacTHBIM pebeHkoMm. Kak roBopurcs B
OJTHOW 3aMeyaTesIbHOM KHUTE, «JIeTel CTPAILIHO JIETKO YOeaAUTh B TOM, YTO OHU OTBPATUTEIbHBD.
Bacra Obu1 B 5TOM yBepeH. KoHeuHO, Henmb3sl ckaszaTh, YTO Thl yOemus ero B ooparaom, Het! C
kakoi cratu? [IpocTo B ero >KW3HU MOSBUJICS YETIOBEK, K KOTOPOMY OH mpuBsizaicsa. Kro-to, kTo
TOBOPUJI €MY, UTO JIeNarh... Tbl cTan g Hero 6orom, KanpukopH, HECMOTps Ha TO YTO IUIOXO
¢ HUM oOpamaincs. Ho Benp He Bce 6oru MuiocepaHbl, BepHo? OHM 4acTo OBIBAIOT TPO3HBIMHU U
KECTOKMMH. Sl He cTaj BCe 3TO 3alUChIBaTh. JlocTaTrouHo ObLIO TOTO, UTO s 3TO 3Hat0. Ho xBarur
o bacre — mepeiinem k Tebe.

Kanpukops He cBoawi a3 ¢ @enonno. Ero muno okameHeno.

— KanpukopH... — moyTH HEXHO NMPOU3HEC MHUCATENb, NI NOBEPX IIEY CBOEro codece-
HuKa. OH CJIOBHO 3a0bL1, YTO TOBOPUT HE O JUTEPATYPHOM MEPCOHAXKE, a O YEIOBEKE, KOTOPBIN
CTOWUT HANpOTUB Hero. — KoHeuHo, y Hero ecTh U apyroe ums. Ho oH 1 cam ero yxe He IOMHHT.
C nmaTHanuary jget oH HasbiBaeT ceds KanmpukopaoM. D1o ero 3Hak 3oamaka. Kanpukopa Hempu-
ctynHblii, Henoctuxkumelii 1 HenacwiTHbINA. OH m100UT urpars 6ora. Wnu npsBona — B 3aBUCUMO-
cti oT cutyauuu. Ho ectb nu y npgBona math? — @enonuo nocmorpen KanpukopHy B rmasza. —
VY T1e0s ecTb.

Merru B3msHyna Ha Copoky. Tenepp Ta, ckaB KOCTJISIBBIE KYJIaKH, CTOSJIa y CaMOTO Kpast
JIECTHMIIBI, HO BCE paBHO HUYETO HE MoIIa pa3o0parb — @eHoIno roBOpUIl OYEHb THUXO.

— ThI pacripoCTpaHwWiI CIIyX O TOM, YTO Y TBOEH MaTepH 3HATHOE IIPOUCX0KICHHE, — TPOJIOJI-
aJl nucarenb. — Eiile Thl 1r00MIb paccKa3bIBaTh, UTO OHA ObLIA 10UYEPbIO KOPOJIS U UTO TBOM OTell
CIY’KHJI Y HETO MpHU JIBOpE OpykeiHbIM MactepoM. Kpacusas ucropus. Ho xouems, nogentoch
cBOel Bepcuei?

Brnepseie Merru yBuzena Ha uiie KanprkopHa HEUTO MoXoxee Ha cTpax. ITo ObLT O€3bIMSH-
HBII CTpax, KOTOPHIM HUTJE HE HAYMHAJICA U HUIZIE HE 3aKaHUYMBAJICSA. A 32 HUM, CIIOBHO TMT'aHT-
CKas 4yepHas TeHb, BCTaBaja HEHABUCTb. MerTu TOYHO 3HAJIA: B 3TOT MOMEHT KanpukopH roros
6611 youTs @enonmo. Ho cTpax cBA3bIBaNl eMy pyKH U 3aCTaBIISUT HEHABUCTD PACTH.

3amertun iu 310 Denonno?

— PacckassbiBaii cBoto ucropuro. [louemy Ob1 1 HeT? — KanpukopH ycTaBuics Ha mucaTes
HENOJBU)XHBIMH, KaK y 3MEH, IT1a3aMH.
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B manosnuBoii yineioke @enonmo Merru y3Hana yiasloky [Tummo. Ol ckazai:

— Xopouo, npoaoiixuM. KoHeuHOo, UCTOpHS TPO OPYKEMHOr0 MacTepa — JIOKb.

Merru He MOKKUJAI0 4yBCTBO, YTO BECh ATOT Pa3roBOp JAJIs CTapuKa — paspiedeHue. OH Bel
ce0s Tak, CIIOBHO MTIpajl ¢ KOTEHKOM. HeyXeu OH Tak IJI0X0 3HaJI CBOET0 COOCTBEHHOTO MEepCo-
Haxa?

— Ero orery 6b11 0OBIYHBIM KY3HELIOM, — NPOoAO0KUa deHonuno, He oOpalas BHUMaHUS Ha
X0JI0ZIHY10 37100y B m1a3zax KanpukopHa. — B geTcTBe €IMHCTBEHHBIMU UTPYILLIKAMU MaJIbuuKa ObLIN
packaneHnble yru. CTOMIO eMy 3aIuiakaTh, KOTo-HHOY/Ib MOXKaJIeTh MM XOTs OBl cKazaTh «S1 He
CMOTY, Y MEHS HE TIOJYYHUTCS», KaK OTell ero Ouil. B ynapsl OH BKJIaIbIBaJl BCIO CUITY, C KAKOM KOBaJl
packaneHHoe xene30. OTer| XoTes, 4YTOObI ChbIH YCBOWJI O/IHY IIPOCTYIO UCTHUHY: CHJIa — 3TO IVIaB-
HOE, BCE OCTabHOE He B cueT. OH Bce BpeMs NoBTOps: « CHIIbHBIN yCTaHABIMBAET IPABUIIA, TaK
YTO U3BOJIb OBITH CHIIbHBIM!» Matbk KanpukopHa Toxe cuuTana 3T0 €TMHCTBEHHON HEMPEI0KHON
UCTUHOM Ha 3emiie. OHa M30 JHS B JeHb yOek/1aaa CblHa B TOM, YTO OJAHAXbl OH CTAHET CaMbIM
MOTYIIECTBEHHBIM Y€JIOBEKOM B Mupe. OHa Oblj1a BOBCE HE MPUHIIECCOM, a CITY>KAHKOH ¢ TpyObIMU
OT pabOTHI pyKaMH M HIEPIIABEIMU KOJICHKaMHU. MaTh IMOBCIOMY CJI€0Baja 3a CBIHOM JIake TOT/a,
KOTJ[a OH HavyaJl €e CTECHATHCA U MPHUIyMal ceOe HOBBIX poauTesneid. OHa BOCXHUINAIACH €r0 KeCTO-
KOCTBIO U YIIMBajach CTPAXOM B IVIa3aX OKpY’KaBLIUX ero jrojed. OHa no0uia ero 4epHuIbHOE
cepaue. [a, KanpukopH, y TeOst BMeCTO cep/iia YepHbIid KaMeHb. Takoi ke 0eCuyBCTBCHHBIHN, KaK
KyCOK oOropesuiero aepesa. M Tl 3TUM ropauibest.

KarnpukopH BHUMaTelIbHO paccMaTpuBall CBOM KpacHble METAINIMYECKUE 3allOHKU U Jienall
BUJ, uto cioBa denonuo emy Oe3paznnunbl. Korna crapuk 3amomnyali, OH akKKypaTHO HaTSHYI
pyKaB MHJXKaKa Ha 3aIsICThe U CMaxHYJI ¢ HEro BOpcuHKyY. Kazanock, TeM ke JerkuM JBUKEHUEM
OH M30aBUJICS OT THEBA, HEHABUCTU U CTpaxa. Ero XxomoaHblii B3I HE BbIpakasl 00JIbIIe HUYETO.

— Jla, cTapuk, Thl paccKa3all yAUBUTENIbHYIO HCTOPHIO, — TUXUM rojocoM npousnec Kampu-
KOpH. — OHa MHe nIoHpaBuIach. Thl XOpOIINI JIXKeELL, TO3TOMY 51 OCTaBItO TeOs y ceOs. /1o mopsl 10
BpemeHHU. [Ioka TBOM UCTOpUM MHE HE HACKy4ar.

— OcraBuiib MeHA y ce0s1? — @eHOoIMo ropA0 BBIIPSMUIICA BO BECh POCT. — Sl HE HaMepeH
31ech octaBarbes! Uto...

KanpukopH 3axas eMy poT pyKOH U IPOIIENTAIL:

— Hu cnoa Gonbiie! bacra ckaszan, uto y Te0st ecTh Tpu BHyKa. Ecnu u3-3a 1e0s1 y MeHs
OyIyT HEMPUATHOCTH UJIU €CJIN B3IyMaellb MOAEIUTHCS CBOUMU POCCKA3HIMHU C MOMMH JIFOIbMU,
s motipoury bacTy 3aBepHYTbh HECKOJIBKO TaifoK B NOJAPOYHYIO YIIAKOBKY U MOJIOKUTH UX TBOUM
BHYKaM IO/ JBEpPb. S ICHO BBIPaXXatoCh, CTAPUK?

®eHonno O0ecCHIIbHO YPOHUII TOJIOBY Ha Tpyab. MOXXHO OBLIO MOXyMaTh, YTO TUXHE CIIOBA
Kamnpukopna cnomanu emy mieto. Korja nucarenb HakOHEI MOAHSI TOJIOBY, CTPax KPbUICS B Kax-
JIOM €ro MOpIIMHKE.

Karnpukops ¢ 10BOIbHOM YIIBIOKOH CyHYN PYKH B KapMaHbl U CKa3al:

— OX yX 3TH MATKOCEpAeUHbIe JItoau! Y HUX CTONBKO MpHUBS3aHHOCTEW! OHH TI00AT CBOMX
JeTel, BHyKOB, OpaTheB, CECTEP, POAUTEINEH, co0aK, KOIIEK, KaHapeekK... Y KaxIoro, OyaIb To Kpe-
CTBhSIHUH WJIM TOPTOBELL, €CTh YTO-TO, UTO JIOPOTO €T0 cepaly. [laxe y monuuenckux ecTb CEMbU WIIN
XOTs OBl JOMaIlIHKE KUBOTHBIC. B3rsinu Ha ee orua! — KanpukopH Tak pe3ko mokaszan Ha Merru,
4yTO OHa B3Aporuysia. [lorom on mobaBun: — BonmeOnsiid SI3bIK MPHUIET, XOTS MPEKPACHO 3HAET,
YTO HH €r0, HU €€ s OTCloa He oTnyiry. Ho He npuiitu oH He mMoxeT. [lo-Moemy, Mup ycTpoeH
yynecHo! Kak cuuraenmis?

— la, — mpob6opmotan denonno. — YynecHo.

Brnepsble nucarens NOCMOTPEN Ha CBOE CO3JJaHUE HE C BOCTOPIOM, a C OTBpAaIlleHuEM. 3710-
JIEI0 3TO MPUIIOCH 10 HPABY.
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— bacra! — Kanpukops xectom noznossain ero k cede. Tor, jkenast mpoaeMOHCTPUPOBATh, UTO
OH OocCKOpOJIeH, TO/IOIIeN MOTYepKHYTO MeuieHHo. Kanpukops npukaszamn: — OTBenu crapuka B
ObIBIIYIO KOMHaTy /lapuyca 1 moctaBb y IBEpH OXpaHy!

— Xouenib, YTOOKI 51 OTBEII €r0 B TBOI JI0M?

— Ma, uro TyT Takoro? Benp, 1o ciioBaM 3TOTO 4esioBeKa, OH MHE Kak otell. Ko Bcemy npouemy
€ro UCTOPUHU MEHS 3a0aBIISIOT.

bacra noxan nneyamu u rpy6o cxsaruna @eHonano. Merru B uCIyre NocMoTpesia Ha Muca-
tenst. Heyxenu oHa octaHeTcs B xyieBy ofqHa? A Beab Tam jaaxe okoH HeT. Ho, korna bacra cran
yBoauTh PeHonno, cTapyk B3s1 Merru 3a pyky u ckasain KanpukopHy:

— Ilycth neBouka noiier co MHOM. He 3anupars ke ee B 3TOW KOHYpE OJIHY-OJIMHEIICHBKY.

KanpukopH nosepHysicsi K HEMy CIIMHOM U paBHOAYLIHO IPOrOBOPUI:

— Kak xouenis. Bce paBHO CKOpO MpHENET €€ OTel.

Ja, Mo ckopo npuenet. Merru Bmecte ¢ @eHOIMO 11J1a BHU3 10 YIUIIE U AyMaja TOJIbKO 00
sToM. CTapuk NOJOXKWI PyKy €i Ha Iuledo U nprkai k cede. Ho pa3Be oH Mor 3allUTUTh €€ OT
Kamnpuxopna, bactsl u Bcex octanbhubix? Het. A Mo cmoxer? Toxe Het. «lloxanyiicta! — noxy-
mayia Merru. — XoTh Obl OH HE Hamien croaa gopory! EMy Henb3s npuesxkars!» M Bce-Taku oHa
XOTea, YTOObl OH Mpuexall. XoTesa 0oJbIe BCEro Ha CBETE.
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Pa3Hble uenu

Dabep nourwxan kHuey. «3Haeme, KHU2U NAXHYM MYCKAMHbIM OpPexom
U ewje KaKUMu-mo NPsIHOCMAMU U3 OANeKUX 3aMOPCKUX cmpar. Pebenkom
5 OOUL HIOXAMb KHUSUY.
P. Bpaooepu. 451° no Dapenzeiimy

[IepBeiM MammHy 3ametun Papu.

Korna ona nokazanace Ha nopore, Caxxepyk Jiexxan nos aepeBbsimu. OH xoTen o0aymarh, 4To
Jienarh Jajblie, HO ¢ TeX Mop, kak KanpukopH BepHyJCs B IEPEBHIO, EMY HE yIaBajloCh COCPEIO-
TOYUTHCA.

Kamnpukops Bepnyscs, a Caxkepyk Bce ellle He BBISICHUIL, T/I€ OH XpaHUT KHUTY. JIucThs oTOpa-
CBIBAJIM HA €ro JIMIIO MPUYyAJIMBEIe TeHH. MIHOTAa conHile mpoOrBaIOoCh CKBO3b BETBH U OEIBIMU
TOpSYMMH HMIJIaMH TOKaJbIBAJIO KOXKy. CaxkepyKy Kas3ajaoch, YTO y Hero temmeparypa. bacta u
[TnockoHOC TOXKe BepHYAUCh. Heuero ObIJI0 1 COMHEBATHCSI, YTO OHU CKOPO MPHUEYT.

— Yto ThI BonHyemibes, Caxepyk? — MpoLIeNTall OH, IIsAS Ha JIUCTBY. — Tebe He clieaoBao
Cro7la BO3Bpamarbes. Thl 3HAJ, YTO 3TO ONACHO. — BAPYT OH ycClblal TOPOIUIMBBIE IIArH.

— Tam ener cepas mammna! — ®apun, 3aabIXasich, IPUCET HA 3€MJITIO PSIAOM C HUM. — MHe
Ka)keTcs, 370 BoieOHpIi S3bIk!

Caxxepyk BCKOUMJI. MaJIbuMK 3HAJ, O YEM FOBOPHWII: OH OTJIMYaJ 3TUX BOHIOUMX METAJIIINYe-
CKHX YKOB JIpyT OT Apyra. CaxxepyKy BC€ MalllMHbI Ka3aJI1Ch OJUHAKOBBIMH.

Bwmecte ¢ @apunom Caxepyk MoCHenmi K MecTy, OTKyAa ObL1 BUuaeH MOCT. OT Hero opora,
U3BHBASICh KaK 3Mes, MOJHUMANACh K IepeBHE. Y HUX OCTABAJIOCh COBCEM MaJI0 BPEMEHH, YTOObI
nepexBaTuTh Mo, U OHU CO BCEX HOT MOOEKau Mo CKIOHY Xonma. [lepBbiM Ha acdanbT BBICKO-
g @apua. Caxepyk Bcerna ropAUics CBOUM MpoBopcTBoM, HO Dapua ObLI elie ObICTpee ero.
Ha cBoux cTpoiHBIX HOTax MaJbYUK JIETE] CTPEMUTENBHO, CJIOBHO JIaHb. B mocnennee BpeMs oH
HAY4MJICS YBEPEHHO YIIPABIATHCS C OTHEM, XOTS MMOPOH BCe ke 3a0bIBaI, UTO UTPAET HE CO IIEHKOM.
Torna CaxepyKy NpUXOAUIOCH €T0 00KHUTaTh, YTOOBI HATOMHUTH, YTO OTOHb — OTMACHBIN 3BEPb.

VBuneB Ha nopore Caxepyka u @apuna, Mo pe3ko 3atopmo3ui. OH BbIIVISIIE] TAKUM yCTaB-
MM, KaKk OyITO HE clajl cpazy HeCKOJIbKO Houel. Pamom ¢ HuM cunena DnuHop. OTKyaa oHa B3f-
nach? Pa3Be oHa He yexarna TOMOH, B CBOM KHMXKHBIN ckien? U mouemy ¢ HUMH He Ob1710 Merru?

Mo ¢ rpo3HBIM BUAOM BBIIIEI U3 MAIIUHBI U HanpaBuiics K Caxkepyky.

— 910 TBHI UM Hac BbAAN! — 3akpuyan oH. — Kto xe eme? Uto KanpukopH moobeman tede
Ha 3TOT pa3?

— UYro 3Hauut — BbIgan? — Caxepyk nonstuics. — Hukomy g Bac He BbinaBan! Moxkenb
CIIPOCHUTH Y MaJIbuUKa.

Mo naxe He nocmotpen Ha @apuna. [lounTarenbHUIla KHUT TOXE BBIILIA U3 MAILKHBI U,
BCTaB PsIOM ¢ Hel, Opocuna Ha Cakepyka SpOCTHBIN B3IIISI.

— Ecnu kTo KOro u BeIIad, Tak 370 Thl! — pe3ko nmporoopus Caxkepyk. — Thl pacckazan 060
MHE CTapHUKYy, XOTs 00€emIan 3TOro He J1enarh!

Mo ocTtaHoBHIICS. BRI3BaTh B HEM yIPBI3€HUS COBECTH OBLIO JIerye JIETKOTo.

— Bam nyumie crpsitare mammny B yaimie. — Caxkepyk MaxHyd B CTOPOHY OO0OYHMHBI. — B
T100y10 MUHYTY 3[I€Ch MOTYT HOSIBUTbCA MoapyuHble KanpukopHa, u oHu HE 00paayroTcs, ecliu
YBUIAT 3/1€Ch UYKOH aBTOMOOMIIb.

Mo nocMmoTpen B Ty CTOPOHY, OTKY/Ia OHU IIpHeXaiu. DIUHOP KPUKHYJIA:

— Tonbko He TOBOpPH, UTO Tl eMy noBepui1! KoneuHo, 3To oH Bac npenain. bonbiie Hekomy.
YV 3TOro yenoBeka 4To HU CJIOBO, TO JIOXKb.
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— bacra 3a6pas Merru, — HeIPUBBIYHO OECLBETHBIM TOHOM Ipon3Hec Mo. Kazanocs, BMecTe
C TOYEPBIO OH JIMIIHIICS M CBOETO BBIPA3UTEIILHOTO Tojloca. — DEHOINO OHH TOXKE B3sUTH C COOOIA.
3TO MPOMU30IILIO BUEpa YTPOM, KOT/Ia 51 IOEXaJl B a3pOIopT BcTpeyars InuHop. C Tex cambIX Mmop
MBI UIIIEM 3Ty IPOKIISTYIO ACPEBHIO. Sl M IOHATHS HE MMEII, CKOJILKO B 3TUX XOJIMaX 3a0pOIICHHBIX
nepeBeHb. M BOT HaKOHEI 110 3arpakKACHUIO 51 y3HAJ 3Ty J0pOTY.

Caxepyk Mosya mocMoTpelt Ha He0o0. UepHble epeseTHbIe NTULBI JIETeNH Ha 1or. OHM Haro-
MHUHAIM eMy YepHOKYpTOUHUKOB. Kak e oH He 3ameTnJ, uto bacta mpuse3 nesouky? Ho Benp on
HE MOT KpyIJIble CyTKH HaOI0/1aTh 3a MapKOBKOH !

— bacTel HeckonbKo qHEH He Ob1T0. S Tak U moxyMal, 9To OH Bac UIIET, — cka3an Caxepyk. —
TeOe moBe3Io, 4TO OH TeOs HE IMOKWMAaUl.

— IloBe3n0? — pa3gaiics BO3MYILEHHBIN ronoc DauHop. — MopTuMep, cKaku emy, 4ToObl OH
ceifuac ke yopaics ¢ noporu! Muade s ero nepeeny! OH ¢ camoro Hauana ObUT 320IHO C ATUMU
TIOJTBIMU TTOJKUTATEIISIMH !

Mo ¢ comHeHneM nocmoTpen Ha Cakepyka: OH HUKaK He MOT PEIINTh, BEPUTh €My HIIU HET.
B xoHI1IE KOHIIOB OH CKa3aJ:

— JIromu KanpukopHa BIOMWINCH B IOM K DJIMHOP U B Ca/ly COXIJIM BCE KHUTH U3 ee Ouo-
JTHOTEKH.

Ha mruoBenne Cakepyk MOYyBCTBOBAJI MOYTH YIOBIETBOpeHHE. Yero, cOOCTBEHHO, OXKU-
naa 3ta paHaTudHas OXOTHHIIA 3a kKHUramu? Uro Kampukops npocto o Heit 3a0ynet? [1oxas rie-
YaMHu, OH PaBHOAYIIHO ITPOU3HEC!

— DTOro CIen0BaIo0 0KUIATD.

— Ororo cnenoBano oxuaare?! — l'onoc DnuHoOp yyTh HE copBaics. Tskeno crymasi, oHa
HampaBuiack K Caxxepyky. B3misin y Hee ObUT CBUpENBI, TOUHO Y OyJabTepbepa, TOTOBOTO Pa3o-
pBarh ero Ha Kycku. Dapuj BCTan y Hee Ha MyTH, HO OHA Ipy0O OTTOJIKHYJA €ro, ¥ OH yIail Ha
ropsianii acanbT. — MaJBUUKy ThI JISTKO 3aIyJAPHII MO3TH CBOMMHU OTHCHHBIMU TJIEBKAMH U IIBET-
HBIMU IIapaMH, TIOKUPATENb criudek! — npopesena DnuHop. — Ho MeHs ThI 3TUM HE Ofypadunib!
OT MOUX KHHT HE OCTaJOCh HUYETO, KPOME KY4H IeIUIa, KOTOPYIO BEIBO3HIIM M3 CaJ/la IKCKaBaTO-
pom! [Tonumus Tonbko pa3Bena pykamu: «Ho Beas Bamr qom nen, rocnioxka Jlopenan. Jlaxke can He
nocrpanan. Hy, pa3Be 4To ra30H 4yTh-4yTh moanopueH». Kakoe MHe 11emo 10 1oMa u /10 4epToBa
razona? OHU COXIJIM MOM CaMbl€ 1IEHHbIE KHUTH!

['maza DnuHOp HAMOTHWIIKCH Clie3aMH, U OHA OBICTPO OTBepHYNach. Torga CaxepyKy Bce-
TaKM CTajo ee xaib. [loxoxe, y HEro ¢ Heil ObUI0 OOJbIIE OOIIET0, YeM OH MPEAroiarai: ee poa-
HOW MHP COCTOsIT M3 OymMaru W IeYaTHOM KpacKH, TaK K€ KaK M ero. A B peaJbHOCTH OHH 00a
qyBCTBOBaJH ceOs uy:xuMu. Ho Caxxepyk He mokazan DIuHOp cBOero couyBcTBUsA. OH CKPBLI €T0
3a 0e3pa3IMYHON YCMEIIKON, DIMHOP e CKPhLJIa OTYasHUE 32 THEBOM.

— A dero BeI oxxuanu? KanpukopH 3Hal, re Bbl )kuBeTe. MOXKHO OBLIO MPEABUACTD, UYTO
HI0CJIe TOTO, KaK B OT HETo cOeKayu, OH MONUIET Ty/Aa CBouXx Jitoneil. OH Bcerna ObUT 04eHb 3710-
TaMSITHBIM.

— Jla, HO OoTKyna oH y3Hal, rue s kuBy? OT TeOst! — DIUHOP cxana Kyllak U 3aMaxHyJach,
HO Papuj OCTaHOBUII €€ yaap.

Kperko nepika ee pyky, MaTbdUK KPUKHYIT:

— OHn nukoro He BoiiaBai! OH 37eCh, YTOOBI KOE-4TO YKPACTh.

DIUHOP OMYyCTHIIA PYKY.

— 3Ha4MT, ThI BCE-TAKU XOUEIIb YKPACTh KHUTY. — Mo nogomien k Caxepyky. — 9To 0e3ymue!

— Hy a 161 uTO coOupaemibes nenarb? — npe3putenbHo cripocust Caxkepyk. — 3aliTH B IEPKOBb
U onpocuth KanpukopHa otiars Tede 109b?

Mo HUYEro HE OTBETHIL.
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— ToI mpexpacHo 3Haelb, 4To OH TebOe ee He oTaacT! — npoxomkui Caxepyk. — OHa mpocTo
IPUMaHKa, ¥, KaK TOJBKO Thl KIIIOHEIIb, Bbl 00a /10 KOHIIA XU3HU CTaHeTe IuleHHuKaMu Kanpu-
KOpHa.

— 4 xotena mpuexars ¢ nmonuimei! — DnuHOp ocBoOOAMIIACH OT LeTKoM xBaTku Dapuna. —
Ho Moptumep He cormacuics.

— W npaBunbho caenan! KanpukopH mpukasain Obl oTBECTH METTH B TOpHI, U BBl ObI HUKOTIA
OoJbllie €€ HE YBUAEIH.

Mo nocMoTpesn Ha TEMHbIE OYEepTaHUs Top.

— Ilogoxnu, nmoka s Belkpagy KHUTY! — ckazan Caxepyk. — CeroiHs HOYbIO 51 CHOBA MpoO-
Kpaaych B nepeBHio! IIpaBaa, ocBoOonuTs Merru, kak B IpOLUIbIM pa3, He nonyuutcs: Kanpu-
KOpPH YTPOUJI OXpaHy U MOCTaBUJ Ky4yy NPOXKEKTOPOB, TaK YTO JEPEBHs 110 HOYaM OCBEIIEHA, KaK
BUTPHHA IOBETUpPHOrO MarasuHa. Ho, MoxeT ObITh, MHE yJacTCsl BBISICHUTD, TJI€ OHU €€ Jepxar!
Janpie yx mocTynai Kak 3Haellb. A B Ka4eCTBE IUIaThl 3a CTapaHUs Thl €Ille pa3 Monpoodyelb
BUMTaTh MEHs oOparHo. Uaet?

CaxepyKy ero npenjiokeHue Kazajoch O4eHb pa3yMHbIM. MopTHUMep Ha MIHOBEHUE 3a/1y-
MaJcsl, HO IIOTOM ITOKa4aJjl TOJI0BOM:

— Her, u3Bunu. S Oonpliie He Mory kaatb. Merru u Tak y:xe MeHs norepsia. S eil HyxeH.

OH pa3BepHYJICS U TOIIEN K MallluHE.

Ho ne ycnien Mo oTkpeITh 1Bepity, kak Caxepyk MOACKOUMI K HEMY ¢ HO)KOM bacTsr:

— U 161 MeHst u3BUHU. Thl 3HaEIIb, 51 HE JIIOOJII0 OpY>KHE, HO MHOT/IA C €70 OMOIIIBIO PUXO-
JIMTCS CTIacarh JIFOIEH OT TOTO, YTOOBI OHM HE COBEPIIATIH TIYyNOCTeH. S He MO3BOII0, YTOOBI THI
OTHPAaBUJICA B ICPEBHIO, CIIOBHO KPOJIMK B 3ama (HIO, ¥ 4T00BI KanmpukopH nocaaut Te0st BMecTe ¢
TBOMM UyA0-TOJIOCOM O] 3aMOK. TBOEH ouepr 3TO HE MMOMOXKET, & MHE U MTOJABHO.

Caxepyk nopan @apuy 3HaK, U TOT TOXKE BBIXBATHJI HOXK — OH KYIIHJI €70 Y MaJIbUUKa €1lIE B
npuOpEKHOM KYpOPTHOM Tropojie. Y HOxka OblI0 KpolieyHoe Je3Bue, Ho dapua Tak miIoTHO Ipu-
KaJl ero K 00Ky DIMHOP, YTO Ta C UCKA3UBIIMMCS OT OOJIH JIUIIOM 3aKpuvaa;

— l'ocoan, T 4TO, XOYEIIh MEHS 3ape3aTh, MAJICHbKHUI HETOSI?

@apuz OTHPSIHYI, HO HOXK HE OIyCTHUIL.

— ¥Y6epu mammHy ¢ noporu, BommeOnsiit fA3pik! — npukazan Caxepyk. — W He B3aymait
BBIKHHYTH KaKylO-HHOY/Ib IIIYTIOCTh: MOAYMaii 0 JTIIOOUTENbHUIE KHAT. MaJIBYMK HE OIyCTUT HOX,
IIOKa Thl HE BEPHEILIbCA.

Mo noguunuics. Koneuno, uyto emy ocraBasniocs? Caxepyk u dapua npussizanu MIEHHU-
KOB K JIEPEBBSIM 32 CTEHaMU 0OropeBUIEro JoMa. DJIMHOP BU3XKaja rpomue, yeMm ['BuH, Korna ero
BBITACKUBAJIM U3 PIOK3aKa 3a XBOCT.

— Ilepecranpre! — npukpukHyn Ha Hee Caxxepyk. — Ecnu mronu KanpukopHa Hac 31ech Hail-
JyT, HaM BceM OyZIET TOJIBbKO XYXKe.

[onetictBoBano. OHa TyT ke 3amoiyana. Mo IPUCIOHUIICS TOJIOBOM K CTBOJY M 3aKpbLI
rasa.

Caxepyk nopossai k cedbe @apuaa. Manbuuk mojouen He cpasy, OH €lle pa3 TILATEIbHO
IIPOBEPUJI y3JIbl HA IPOYHOCTb.

— Houslo s moiiay B 1epeBHIO, a Thl OCTAHEMIbCS 3/1€Ch U Oy/A€Ib 32 HUMHU CIEANUTh, — PO-
mentan Caxepyk. — 1 He roBopy MHE PO 1yXOB, BEb CETOHS Thl OyA€IIb HE O/IMH.

®apun mocmorpen Ha Caxepyka TaKUM CTPAJAIOIIUM B3IIISZIOM, KaK OyATO TOT CYHYJ €To
PYKY B OTOHb.

— Ho Benp oHuM mpuBsizaHbl! — 3acriopui OH. — 3a4€M 3a HUMH clIeAUTbh? Mou y3iibl ele
HUKOMY HE yJaBaJIOCh paciyTarb, yectHoe cioBo! [Toxamyiicta! S xouy noiitu ¢ Toboii! S mory
CTOSITh Ha CTpa)ke UJIM OTBJIEKAaTh YacOBbIX. I MOry aaxke mpokpactbes B 1oM Kanpukopna! 4 ke
JBUTAIOCh THIIE, yeM [ BuH!

Caxepyk nokadaJi TOJIOBOM U CTPOro cKazali:
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— Her! Ceroans Houblo 5 moiay oquH. Eciu MHE moHanoOUTCs KTO-TO, KTO Beerna Oyaer
cJeI0oBaTh 32 MHOM, 5 3aBelly cebe cobaxy.

N on ocTtaBui Mans4MKa OJHOTO.

Jens Obu1 sxapkuM. Ha roimy6om HeOe Hal XoamMaMu He ObUIO HU €MHOro obauka. Jlo TeM-
HOTBI OCTABAJIOCh €I HECKOJIBKO YacCOB.
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B pome KanpukopHa

Bo cne 5 unoz0a 6pooun no mpaunvim 0oMam, KOMoOpwvIX Coscem He
3HAT, NO HE3HAKOMbIM, MEeMHbIM, CIPAWHBIM KOMHamam. Hx ueprvle cmerbl
COHCUMATUCH 00 meX NOp, NOKA 5l He HAYUHA 3A0bIXAMbCAL...

A. Jlunozpen. Muo, moii Muo!

JlBe y3Kue MeTalJIMuecKue KOMKH, MO/ABEUICHHbIE OJHA HaJ Apyroi, Oenble CTEeHBI, mKad,
1Iepe]; OKHOM CTOJI, CTYJI U ITyCTasl I0JIKa, Ha KOTOPOM OAMHOKO JieKaja cBeda. Merru Hajesacs,
YTO U3 OKHA OyJIeT BU/IHA JOpOra WK XOTs Obl HapKOBKA, HO BUJ] OTKPBIBAJICS TOJILKO Ha caJl, OJUH
yroJl KOTOPOro ObLT OTTOPOXKEH MPOBOJIOYHBIM 3a00POM: TaM TyJIsIM Kypbl. HECKOIbKO CiTy»KaHOK,
CKJIOHMBILUCH K 3eMJie, 1oJoau Ipsaaku. Caj, CJIOBHO TIOPEMHBIH ABOpP, ObLT OOHECEH BBHICOKOH
orpajion.

DEHONMMO cell Ha HUYKHIOK KOMKY M MPa4HO yCTaBHJICS Ha IIBLIBHBIN 110JI. JlepeBSHHBIE 10JIO-
BHULIbI CKPUIIENH ITPU Ka)KIOM 11are. belio cibIIIHO, Kak 3a ABEpbio Bo3Myaics Ilnockonoc:

— Uro s pomxeH aenars? HeT yX, MOUIIM 1751 3TOro KOro-HUOYIb pyroro, yepT BO3bMu!
Jlyduie s mpoOepych B COCETHIOIO JIEPEBHIO U MOUIOKY KOMY-HHOY/b MOJ IBEPh NPOMUTAHHYIO
OEH3MHOM TPSINKY WJIM MOBELIy HAa OKHO JOXJIOro IHeryxa. Sl jaxe rotoB HaJeTh JbSBOJIbCKYIO
Macky U, kak Kokepesnb B poIluioM mMecslie, CKakaTb B Hel y cocezeit mox okHamu. Ho 51 He cobu-
paroch KapayJauTh CTapUKa M AEBYOHKY JI0 TEX IIOp, NOKa y MeHs orBaysATca Horu! Ilo3oBu koro-
HUOY/Ib U3 MAJIBYUIICK: UM HaBEPHSAKA HAJ0€JI0 MbITh MAaIlIMHbI, I HOBOMY 3a/IaHUI0 OHU TOJIBKO
o0OpaayroTcsl.

Ho bacra nHe ctan npepekarscs ¢ [ImockoHocoM. OH TOJIBKO CKa3al:

— ITocne yxxuHa Te0st cMEHAT! — U yIIel.

Merru ciplana, Kak 10 JJIMHHOMY KOPHIOPY YAAJUIMCh ero mard. Hago npoitu Mumo
ST IBEPEH, CIIyCTUTHCS BHU3 IO JIECTHUIIE U TIOBEPHYTh HAJIEBO — TaM OyZeT BbIXO[... Merru
Xopo11o 3anoMHuza fopory. Ho kak npommsirayts Mmumo Ilnockonoca?

Omna cHOBa nozo1LIa K OKHY, BBIIVIIHYJIA HA YIULY U TyT K€ [TI0Y4yBCTBOBajla TOJIOBOKpYIKe-
Hue. Hert, BbUIE3TH Yepe3 OKHO HE MOJIyYNTCs — HE XBATaJo €lle MIEK CIOMAaTh!

— He 3akpsiBaii 0kHO! — pa3paincs 3a cnuHoi rostioc @enonno. — TyT Tak xapko, YTO MOXKHO
pacIIaBUTHCS.

Merru cena Ha KOMKY psIOM C HUM.

— Kak Tonpko cTeMHeeT, — MpolenTana oHa, — s coouparoch 6exarb!

Crapuk ¢ HeJOyMEHHEM IOCMOTpEJT Ha Hee U OBICTPO 3aMOTaJl TOJIOBOM:

— Te1 ¢ yma conuta! 3to caumkoM onacHo!

B xopunope Bce eme Bopuain Ilnockonoc.

— 5 ckaxy, 4TO MHE HYKHO B TyaJieT, — MerTH npmxkaia K cede prok3ak, — U pBaHy BHU3 I10
JIECTHHUIIE.

DeHONMMO CXBAaTHII €€ 3a IUIEYH U TBEPIO ITPOU3HEC:

—Her! Tl 3T0r0 He cnenaens! S uro-HuOynk npuaymato! Vinu Tl 3a0b11a, 4TO IPUYMBIBATH
— Most mpodpeccus?

Merru ynpsimMo cxaja ryobl M poleuia;

— JlagHo...

Omna BcTana u yHbUI0 odpena o0paTHO K OKHY.

Ha ynuue Hauano cmepkarbes.

Ycerano B3noxHyB, PeHOINO pacTAHYJICA HAa Y3KOU KoMike, a Merru nogymana: « Bce-Taku
s nonpoOyto! He cobuparocs ObITh mpumankoii 111 Mo! He nmo3Bosto um ero noitmars!»
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B oxxupanuu TeMHOTHI Merru npuiioch KOpoTaTh BpeMs 3a pasMbliuieHusiMu. OHa cTapa-
Jach THATh OT ce0sl TPEBOXKHBIC MBICIIH, HO B TOJIOBE CHOBA M CHOBA BCIUTBIBAJ BOIIPOC: Te Mo?
[Touemy oH 10 cux mop He nmpuexan?
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OnpomMeTynBOCTb

— BHayum, mul dymaeusvb, 4mo 3mo — 108YuWKa? — CAPOCUL epagh.

— A 6cec0a u gez0e nO003pesard 108YWIKU, NOKA He y0ercoancs 8
obpamuom, — omeemun npuny. — [osmomy s 0o cux nop sicus.
Y. I'onoman. Ilpunyecca-ueeecma

Korna conniie 3amno, Caxkepyk cHOBa OTIpaBuiics B AepeBHIo KanpukopHa. B ropsuem Bo3-
nyxe He ObUI0 HU BeTepka. Hax cyxoii TpaBoi BUJIMCH CBETIISIUKH.

DTOIl HOUBIO TIOCTOBBIX Ha MapKOBKe ObLIO /1BOE, U 00a OblIM 6e3 HaymHUKOB. [loaTomy
Caxepyk pemun npodpatses k nomy Kampukopaa apyrum nmyteM. bonbiie Beka Hazaa B 3THX
Kpasix ObLIO 3emiieTpsiceHue. Pa3pyIinB HECKOIBKO YIIUI[ C IPYTOi CTOPOHBI IEPEBHH, OHO 3acTa-
BUJIO OCTAaBIIUXCS JKUTENEH MOKUHYTH CBOM JIOMa. YJIUIIbI, 3aBaJIEHHbIE OOIOMKAMH, TaK CUJIBHO
noctpazany, 4to KanpukopH pemni ux He BoccTaHaBnuBaTh. [[poOuparscs 1o 3TuM pynHam ObLI0
Hebe3omacHo. Jlaxke crycTs CTOJBKO JEeT TyT TO W JIeN0 4TO-HUOyab oOBanmuBanock. Koe-rae 3a
THUJIBIMH JBEPSIMH Ha CTOJIaX JIO CHUX IOp CTOsjIa Ips3Has MOCyAa JaBHO MCUE3HYBIIUX XO35EB.
JIronu KanpukopHa 00XOAMIN 3Ty YacTh AEPEBHU CTOPOHOM. 31ech He ObLIO MpoXKeKTOpoB. [laxe
MIOCTOBBIE CIOIA PEMIKO 3aIJIsIbIBAIIH.

[IpoGupasicy mo pazpyuienHoi yiuie, Caxepyk Mo KOJIEHO MPOBAIUBAJICS B TPYIbl 00IOM-
koB. Pa3buras uepenuiia u medeHb ¢ TPOXOTOM YXOJIWIH Y HETO U3-MOJ HOT. B Kakoii-T0 MOMEHT
CaxxepyK OCTaHOBUJICS U MIPUCITYIIAJICS, HE MPUBJIEK JIU [ITyM BHUMaHHE MOCTOBLIX. BHe3amHo u3-
3a pyHH IOKa3ajcs 4epHoKypTouHuk. OT cTpaxa y Caxepyka nepecoxyo Bo pry. [Ipuces Ha kop-
TOYKH, OH CHpSTAJCS 32 00OBamUBIIEHCS CTEHON, 0ONeTIEHHOW TaCTOYKUHBIMU THe31amMu. Hame-
Basi, MOCTOBOI mosomen omke. Caxkepyk 3HaN €ro: OH y)Ke MHOTO JIeT Obl Ha ciry:k0e y Kanpu-
kopHa. bacta 3aBepOoBan ero B OAHOM JajeKoi AepeBylIKe — He Bceraa ke KampukopH oburan
B 3THX XonMax. Ero mpucranuiiem Obuld MHOTHE YeTUHEHHbBIE JePEBHU, 3a0POIICHHbBIE YCaIb0bI
U OJIMH pa3 Jaxke 3aMoK. Ho paHO miu mo31HO HAcTymaj JeHb, KOTJa MayTHHa CTpaxa, KOTOPYyIo
KamnpukopH Tak HCKyCHO T BOKPYT ce0sl, pa3phiBaliach, U UM HaYMHANIA HHTEPECOBATHCS TOJH-
musi. Korga-Hubyap 3T0 CyduTes U 31€Ch.

[TocToBoit ocTaHOBUIICS U 3aKypui curapery. [louyBcTBOBaB 1biM, Caskepyk OTBEPHYICS U
YBUZEI pAIOM ¢ 000 xymyto Oenyro komky. OHa cujena Ha KaMHSX, CJIOBHO CTaTysl, U CMOTpEIa
Ha HETo 3eJIeHbIMU I1a3aMu. EMy Tak u xotenoch mennyTs eif: «I1I-m! Pa3Be st moxox Ha omacHOTro
tuna? Het. 3aTo yenoBek B 4epHOIl KypTKE BIOTHE MOXET TeOsl 3aCTpenuTh. A 3aTeM ouepellb
noiigeT u 1o MeHs». Komrka He cBoguna ¢ Caxepyka 3eleHbIX 11a3. benblil XBocT pa3apaskeHHO
3anepraics B Bo3ayxe. Caxkepyk mepeBell B3I C KOIIKM CHauaja Ha CBOU MbUIbHBbIE OOTUHKH,
a TIOTOM Ha MCKOPEKEHHBIH KyCOK MeTallla, TOpYaBIIUN U3 IIeOHS. 3Bepu HE TMIOOST, KOTaa UM
cMoTpsT B maza. Kaxnplii pa3, korga Caxkepyk cMOTpen B I1a3a [ BUHY, TOT CKaJluil CBOU OCTphIE,
KaK WUTOJIKH, 3yOBbl.

C curapeTtoii Bo pTy mocToBOM CHOBa cTan HaneBarh. Korga CaxkepyKy yxke cTano KazaThcs,
YTO eMy MPHUIETCS CUIETh 32 3TOM CTEHOM /10 KOHIIA CBOMX JHEH, TOCTOBOM pa3BepHYJcs U moOpen
npoub. Caxkepyk He IIeBETWICS A0 TeX MOop, MOoKa Imark He 3atuxin. Korjga oH HakoHel MOAHSIICS,
KOIITKa, s, yoexana. A Caxkepyk elle J0JIro CTOsUI CPeid MEPTBBIX JIOMOB H 5KJ1aJ, IIOKa Cep/Le
nepecTaHer 6emeHo KOJIOTUThCS.

Jlo camoro canga KampukopHa emy Oombllie HE BCTPETUIICS HU OIUH MOCTOBOM. Caxepyk
MIEPECKOUMI Uepe3 Orpay, ¥ B HOC eMy yAapui TaKoi pe3Kuil 3armax THMbsIHA, KAKOW ObIBaET TOIBKO
nHeM. B a1y skapKkyro HOUb MaxJjio KaXKAoe pacTeHue, Jake ToMarthl U canat. Ha rpsiike nmpsimo nepen
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JIOMOM POCITH SITOBUTHIE KyCTapHUKH U TpaBbl. Copoka COOCTBEHHOPYYHO 32 HUIMH yXaxuBaja. B
JIepEBHE YK€ HE OJIH YEJIOBEK yMEep OT OJieaH/Ipa WIIH OCJICHBI.

Oxkno B koMHare Pe3nl ObUT0, Kak 00bIYHO, OTKpBbITO. Korna Caxepyk n300pa3ui 3100HOE
TsIBKaHbe [ BUHA, 13 OKHA BBICYHYJIACh PyKa, ToMaxaia eMy U ObIcTpo rcyesna. B oxunanun Pesbr
Caxxepyk 00JOKOTHIICS Ha 3apeliedeHHyo 18epb. He0o y Hero Haj rojgoBoii ObLIO T'YCTO YCESTHO
3BE3/laMU: HOYM B X OCJICNUTEIILHOM CBETE, Kazajaoch, He Obuto Mecra. «HaBepHsika ona 4ro-
HUOyAb pasy3Hana, — nogyman Caxepyk. — Ho uto? Bapyr ona ckaxer, yto KanpukopH xpaHut
KHUTY B OTHOM U3 celoB?»

JIBeps 3a perieTkoi oTKpbutachk. Kakaplii pa3 OHa CKpuImena Tak, CJI0BHO pONTaja Ha TO, 4TO
HapylIwin ee mokoit. Caxkepyk oOepHyJIcs U yBUEN Tiepe co0oi He3HakoMKYy. [lepen Hum crosiia
JICBOYKA JIET TSITHAAIATH — MECTHAIIATH C TOYTH AETCKAM TOJICTOIICKHM JTHYHKOM.

—I'me Pe3a? — Caxepyk cxBaTuiics 3a pemeTky. — YTo ¢ Het?

JleBouka orernieHena ot crpaxa. OHa ycTaBWjach Ha €ro IIpaMbl, KaKk OyITO HUKOTAA He
BHUJIETIa U3PE3aHHOTO JIUIIA.

— O10 oHa TeOs nocnana? — CaxxkepyKy XOTeJIOCh IPOCYHYTh PYKH CKBO3b MPYThsl U XOPO-
IIEHBKO BCTPSIXHYTh MaJICHBbKYIO Typouky. — [oBopu sxe! S He Mory Top4arh 371€Ch BCIO HOYB! —
Emy He cnenoano npocuts Pe3y o momomnu. Hy»HO 06110 caMOMy BBISICHATS, I1ie KHHra. Kak oH
MOT NIOJIBEPTHYTH €€ onacHocTu? — OHu ee 3anepnu? OTBeyaii! — HeTepnenuBo npoperuan Caxe-
PyK.

Bapyr neBouka nepeena B3IV HA YTO-TO TI033IM HETO U OTIIpsiHyJa. CaxepyK OTJISTHYJIICS,
YTOOBI MOCMOTPETH, YTO OHA TaM YBHJIETA. .. U OKA3aJICs JIUIOM K Jinily ¢ bactoii.

[Touemy oH He ycnbImman npuOIMKaBIIMXCS maroB? bacra ciaBuics CBOUM yMEHHEM IO
KpaJbIBaThCsI, HO CTOSIBIIUK psAAoM ¢ HUM [11O0CKOHOC HUKOTJAa HE OTIMYAICS THXOW TOXOIKOM.
bacra npusen ¢ co0oii emie koe-koro: MopToiny. 3Ha4uT, BEICYHYBIINCH IPOILION HOYBIO U3 OKHA,
OHa BCe-Taku 4To-To ycibimana. Mnu Pesa ero npenana? bonbHo Ob110 ymMaTrh 00 3TOM.

— BoT yx He okuan, 9To ThI PEIIUIIbCS enle pa3 Croaa MPUKHTH! — CIIaIKUM T0JI0COM IPOTO-
Bopm1 bacra u magonsto npmkan Caxepyka K pelieTKke, ¥ TOT TOYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK METAJNTHIECKHE
NPYThS BIABHIIUCH €MY B CITUHY.

[Tnockonoc mupoko yawibancs. OH pagoBaiics J000H BO3MOXKHOCTH TOIMYTaTh YEIOBEKa,
TaK ke Kak peOeHOK paayercs PoxmecTsy.

—Yro y Tebst ¢ manbIkon Pe3oii? — bacra co memykoM pacKpbUl HOXK.

VYBHUIEB, KaK CTpax KarelbKaMy MoTa BeICTYIWII Ha 10y Caxepyka, [LmockoHOC yinbIOHyICS
elme mupe.

— $1 Bceraa roBOpHII, YTO HAIl OTHETIOTaTelb BiIroOneH B Pesy, — npomomkan bacra, men-
JICHHO TIPOBOAS ocTpueM 1o rpyau Caxepyka, — 4TO OH MPSIMO-TaKH TOKHpaeT ee riazamu. Ho
MHE HUKTO HE BEpPHJI. A TeTieph CMOTPHUTE: TAaKOH TPYCHINKA, a PEIIHIICS TIPUITH.

— Bort uto nenaet mo60Bb! — 3acmesuica [1nockoHoc.

Ho bacra noka4ai ronoBou:

— Her. Tonbko u3-3a 1100BU HaIlll TPA3HOPYKUN APYT HE mpuien Obl. [[1s 3 Toro emy He xBa-
taeT crpactu. OH 371eCh U3-3a KHUTH, BepHO? ThI BCE elie TOCKYEIIb IO MOPXAIOIIUM (esiM 1 BOHIO-
YHUM THOMaMm?

bacta noutu HexHO mpoBes HoKoM 10 Topiry Caxepyka. Caxepyk He napiman. OH 3a0bL,
KaK JBIIIATh.

—UYro T TyT TOpuHIb? — KpuKHYIIa CopoKa JeBOYKE 3a ero CIUHOM. — M in k cebe B KoMHaTy!

Caxepyk ycIbIlIal, KaK 3alIesIecTelIo IIaThe U 3aXJIOMHYIAach ABEPb.

Jle3Bue MemieHHO Toi3io 1o ero mee. Korga oHo cramo mpubmmxarses K iy, Copoka
cxBartuia bacry 3a pyky.

— JloBopHO! — pe3ko nmporoBopuiia oHa. — OctaBb cBou Urphl, bacra.
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— Jla, 6occ ckazai, 4YTO Mbl JOJKHBI IOCTaBUTh €r0 K HEMY B LIEJIOCTU U COXPAHHOCTH, —
HEI0BOJIbHO NpoOypuain [InockoHoc.

Jle3Bue B mocienHuM pa3 CKONb3HYIO Mo ropay Caxepyka, a MOTOM B MICHOBEHHE OKa
HCUE3JI0 B PYKOSITKE.

— Kakas xanocts! — cka3an bacra.

CaxepyK KOXeH OIIyTWJI MpOXJady €ro JAbIxaHus. bacta aplmiag MSATHOW CBEXKECTBIO.
OpHaxapl JeBYLIKa, KOTOPYIO OH XOTEJ MOLEeNI0BaTh, IKOObI CKa3aja €My, YTO y HErO0 BOHSET 30
pra. C tex nop bacra ¢ yrpa 10 Beuepa KeBaJl JUCThS IEPEUHON MSTHI, HO Ta JEBYLIKa 00 3TOM
y’K€ HE y3HaJja.

— MHe Bcernia HpaBuiIOCh Urparth ¢ To6oi, Caxkepyk. — bacta otoluen, Bee ele 1epxa B pyke
CJIOKECHHBIA HOX.

— OTBenuTe ero B IepkoBb! — mpukazana Mopromna. — S coobury KanpukopHy.

— A 3Haeub, 60cc OYEHb paccepAUIICS Ha TBOIO HEMYIO MOAPYKKY, — pouentai [1nockoHoc,
oeps Caxkepyka nog pyky. C apyroii cTopoHsI ero moaxsarui bacra. — He ObITh eli Goibliie ero
JTIOOUMUILICH.

Ha mMraosenue y Caxepyka OTJIEIVIO OT Cep/illa, U OH B3I0XHYI. 3Ha4uT, Pe3a ero He npenana.
Bce paBHO Hemb3s OBLIIO IPOCUTH €€ 0 ToMoInu. Hu B KoeM citydae.
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Tuxue cnoBa

Oconex ee yeacan. Ona umo-mo wenmana, Ilumep ¢ mpyoom
pazobpan ee wenom. OHa 2080puna, 4mo e, modxcem Ovlmb, MO210 Obl
HOMOUb, eciu Obl MHO20 pebsim CKA3aau, Ymo OHU 6epsam & ell.

Jwe. M. Bappu. ITumep In

EnBa cremueno, Merru npunsanach 6apabaHuth KylakaMu B J1Bepb. DEHONINO MOIACKOUUIT
K HEl CIPOCOHOK, HO yAEpKaTh €€ He ycrmen: Merru ye KpUKHyJla Y4aCOBOMY, KapayJIUBILIEMY
UX 3a JIBephIO, 4TO i Hajgo B TyaneT. YacoBol, cmenuBIuid [1nockoHOCa, OB KOPOTKOHOTHU,
JIOTIOYXHiA MalbIid. Pa3roHss ckyKy, OH MPUXJIONBIBAN ra3eToi, CBEpHYTOH B TPYOKY, HaIOEATUBBIX
MyX. Beixozast B kopunop, Merru yBuzena Ha 0esioil cTeHe ¢ II0KUHY MSATEH.

— MHe Toxe HY>KHO BbIUTH! — KpUKHYI DEHONNO0, BOBMOXKHO MBITAsICh XOTS OBl MOJ 3TUM
MPEIJIOrOM OTTOBOPUTH MEITH OT €€ 3aTeM, HO YaCOBOM 3aKpbLI ABEPH MPSMO MEPE]] €ro HOCOM.

— Ilo ouepenu! — psABKHYI OH. — A KOJIM HEBTEPIIEK — MOXKEILIb MPSMO U3 OKOILIKA.

[IpuxBatus ¢ co0oii razery, o moBen Merru B Tyaner. [1o nopore eMy ynanoch NpuxJIONHYTh
elle Tpex MyX, a Takxke 0a00uKy, TMXOPaJI0uYHO MaXaBIIyIO KpbUIbIIIKaMU. HakoHel] OH MHHKOM
OTBOPWJI OAHY U3 MATH ABEPEH, MOCIEIHIO0 MEepe JIECTHULIEH, BEYIIEH K BBIXOY.

«Eme Tonpko mapouky maroB! — mymana Merru. — S cOery BHU3 1O CTyneHbKaM ObIcTpee,
geM OHY.

«Ymonsito Te0st, Merru, BBIKMHB U3 TOJIOBBI 3Ty HUJEI0! — BCIOMHIIIA OHA cioBa DeHonumo,
KOTOpBIE OH YCIIEN MPOMIENTaTh el BIOTOHKY. — Thl HE CMOXelIb cOexaTh — 3a0myaumibes. Tam,
3a CTEHOM, HAa MHOTO KHJIOMETPOB BOKPYT — CIUIOIIHOM IUKUH Jiec! 3Hail OTel, YTo Thl 3aT€Baclllb,
OH KaK IIUTh JaTh OTIUIENnaI Obl TeOs!)

«A BOT ¥ He oTuuienai Ob», — mogyMana Merru.

Ho, ouyTuBIINCh B TECHOI KaMOpKe, B KOTOPOU He ObLIO HUYETo, KpOME YHHTAa3a U Bepa,
OHa YyTb OBLJIO HE yTpaTHiia BCIO CBOIO PEIIMMOCTh. Ha yruiie Obl10 Tak TEMHO, TaK Y’KacHO TEMHO!
N no noma KanpukopHa ObLI0 JaI€KO.

— 51 Bce paBHO nonpoOyro! — mpoienTana oHa, MPEKIE YeM OTKPHITh ABepb. — S momkHa!

Ho yxe Ha msaToi CTymeHbke 4acOBOM HACTHUT €€ U, 3a0pOCHB Ha IJIEY0, KaK MEIIOK Kap-
TOIIIKH, TIOHEC 0OPaTHO.

— Eme pa3 monpo0Oyenrs coexarp, 1 0TBeAy TeOs K 6occy! — mpeaynpeans OH, BTAJIKUBas ee
B KOMHATy. — YK OH-TO MPUAYMAET, KaKk TeOs MOoTy4lle HaKa3aTh!

[Tocne ero yxoma oHa THXO BCXJIMIIbIBAja, HABEPHOE, LENbIX Nomyaca, a GeHonno cuuen
PSIOM B CMOTpe B OeNyI0 CTEHY HEMOJBUKHBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— Bce B mopsizike, — ¢ Hec4yacTHBIM BUI0M OopMoTal oH. — Bee yxke xoporio.

Ho Bce Ob110 coBCceM He XOpoI110, Bce OBLIO MPOCTO YKACHO.

— Ham Benp gake mocBeTHTh HeueM! — cka3asna HakoHen Merru. — M kHUTH oHM 3a0pany.

@DeHoNMMOo BAPYT CYHY PYKY MO/ MOAYIIKY U TOJIOXKKII €l Ha KOJIeHU (POHAPUK.

— $] Hamien ero moj; CBOMM MaTpacoM, — IIPOIIEIITAl OH. — A eIe TaM ObLIO HECKOJIbKO KHHT.
Buano, KT0-TO UX cripsiTal.

Hagsepuska /lapuyc, uren. Merru BCnoMHUIIA, KaK MaJICHbKUM, TUIEAYIIHBIA YEJIOBEK CO
CTOIKOM KHIKEK B pyKax CHelInI 4epe3 Bcio 1epkoBb Kanmpukopna. M ¢honapuk, ckopee Bcero,
6611 ToXKE ero. Ckonbko e KanpukopH npoaepskai ero B 3Toi komHare?

— B mkady s Hamen mepcTsHoe oaesno, — npoientai OeHomano. — S MonoKui ero Ha TBOIO
BEPXHIOIO KpOBaTh. MHe Ty/ia Bce paBHO He 3a0paThesl. Sl mombITancs, HO €€ Ka4aeT, KaK CyJCHBIIIKO
B OypHOM MODE.
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— MHe Oonblile HpaBUTCA CHaTh HaBepXy. — Merru mnposesia pyKaBoM IO JIMILY, BBITHpas
CJIe3Bl: IJIaKaTh PacXoTesIOCh, BCE PaBHO 0€3 TOJIKY.

Kuauru [Japuyca denonuo moioxui Ha KpoBarh Merru BMecTe ¢ ofesiioM. OHa pa3inoxuia
UX B s 3aTpenaHHbIN JETEKTHB, KHUTA O 3MefX, elle ofHa 00 Anekcanape MakenoHCKOM U
«Omucces». Bee kauru u1s B3pocibix. [{ist meTeit Opu1 ToNIbKO cOopHUK cka3ok na «[Tutep [1amy,
KOTOPOTO OHA YHMTajia YK€ pa3 MsATh, €CIIH He OOJIbIIe.

3a ABEpbIO YacOBOI BHOBb IPUHSJICS ILIUIENIATh ra3eTOM MyX, a Ha HUKHEH y3KOW KpoBaTH
Bopouascsi denonno. Merru 3Hana, 4To 3aCHYTh OHa BCE PAaBHO HE CMOXKET, HE CTOUT Jaxke
neITaThesl. OHa ellle pa3 IoOCMOTpeia Ha KHUTY — OHU HallOMUHAJIU eH 3anepTblie ABepu. B kakyro u3
HUX BOMUTH? 3a Kakoi el ynacTcs 3a0bITh 000 BceM — 1 0 bacte ¢ KanpukopHowM, 1 o «HepHmIbHOM
cepaue», gaxe o cede?.. Jla 060 Bcem Ha cete!

JerexktuB u KHUTY 00 Asekcanape MakeIoHCKOM OHa Cpa3y OTIOXKHIIA, ITOTOM HEMHOTO
noaymaia u npussiiach 3a «Oxaucceroy. Bunno, Jlapuyc ee oueHb 00MI 1 OyKBAJIBHO 3a4UTAall
JI0 JIbIp — OH MOJYEPKUBaAJ HEKOTOPHIE CTPOUYKHU, MHOTAA TaK CUJIBHO, YTO MECTaMU IpOpBaslach
Oymara: «Ho He cniac oH Apy3eil, Kak K ToMy HU cTpeMuiics. ..» [lonncraB ncTpenanHple CTpaHULbL,
Merru 3akpbuia KHury. HeT. OHa cuIkoM XopoIio 3Hajia CIoXKeET U 0osach APEBHUX FEpOEB ITON
KHWIH, IOKaJIyd, He MeHblIe, 4yeM aronei KanpukopHa. Merru cMaxHyma OCTaBIIyOCS Ha LIEKE
CJIE3UHKY U MPOBEJIa pyKOH 1o JeTCKUM KHIKKaM. Cka3ku. UecTHO roBopsi, CKa3Ku OHa HE OUYEHb-
TO JKaJIOBaJia, HO 3Ta KHIKKA ObUTa yIUBUTEIbHAA. TOHKHE, KaK ManmupocHas Oymara, CTpaHHIIbI
C MaJICHbKMUMHU OyKOBKaMH U KpaCUBBIMU KapTUHKAMM, Ha KOTOPBIX XyJ0XKHHUK N300pa3ni THOMOB
U (el, Ipu3bIBHO IlIeJecTeNd. B cka3kax roBOpHiIOCh 0 MOI'YYHX I'€posiX, OTPOMHBIX U CHJIbHBIX,
KaK TUTPbI, 1 OECCMEPTHBIX, HO KOBApPHBIX CYIECTBAX: BEJIMKaHAX-TIO0€/1ax, )KaJHbIX 10 30J10Ta
THOMaX, 3J7bIX (esx. Merru nmocsetuia (GOHAPHUKOM Ha MOCIEIHIO0 KHIKKY — «[Tutep [1on».

BooGme-To ¢est Tam Toxke OblIa HE 0YeHb 100pasi, 3aT0 Merru Xopouio 3Hana TOT MUD, YTO
X7aan ee B 9ToM KHure. M1 MoxxeT ObIThb, B TaKyl0 TEMHYIO HOUb TyAa U CTOWJIO OTIPaBUTHCA. 3a
OKHOM Hu3pernka yxai ¢uimH, HO B AepeBHe KanpukopHa Bce cnanu, 0bi10 THX0. PEHOINO uTo-
TO MPoOOPMOTAJI BO CHE M HayaJl roxpanbiBarb. Merru 3ajiesia 1noj ofeso, AocTajia U3 prok3aka
cButep Mo u, clienaB U3 HEro MOIYILKY, IT0JIOKUIA I10]1 TOJIOBY.

— Iloxxamyiicta, — mpoienTaia OHa, OTKPbIBasi KHUTY, — 3a0€py MEHS OTCIOIa XOTh Ha YacoK,
OYEHb MPOIITY.

3a IBepbIO 4TO-TO Oypuai yacoBor. MoxeT, eMy ObUIO TPOCTO CKy4HO. [lepeBsiHHbIE TOJI0-
BUIIbI CKPUIIEIH Yy HETO MOl HOTaMH, & OH BCE€ BbIIIaruBaJl Mepe]] 3aepTOi JBEPbIO.

— YHecu MeHs naneko-naneko! — cHoa 3amentana Merru. — [loxkamnyiicral

Omna npoBerna najgpleM o CTPOoYKaM Ha IIepIliaBoi Oymare, yCTpeMJIsisch 3a OyKBaMH B 1aJIb-
HIOIO JlaJlb — B JIPYTO€ BpeMs U B JIPYroil oM, Ii€ He 3alupaju IBepeil u rae He ObuIo JIoieH,
OJIETBIX B YEPHOE.

«MuHyTYy cIycTs Iocjie TOro, Kak (hest MosiBUIach B IETCKOM, MaJIEHbKHE 3BE3/I0YKH Pa3oM
HOJYJIM HAa OKHO, OHO pacTBOPUIIOCH, U B KOMHATy Bieren [lurep, — enBa cipliiHo ynTaia Merru.
Kazanocs, ona cnslmana ckpum paM. — POBHO 1osioBuHy 1yt K JoMy JlapsinHros oH Hec J{MHb-
JluHb Ha pyKax, IO3TOMY OH ObLII BECh OOCBHIIIaH IbLIBLON, KOTOPOIl 0OBIYHO MOCKINAIOT ce0s1 heny.

MoxHo nonsaTs Caxkepyka, KOTOpbIH Tak 1o HUM ckydaeT. Ho ceifuac 310 ObL1a 3anperHas
MbIcab. He 0 HeM ciepgoBano mymark, a Toabko o Junb-Iunb, [Iutepe I[I3ne u Benan, kotopas
0€3MATEKHO CIajla B CBOEH MOCTENbKE U €11l€ HUYEro HE 3HaJa PO CTPAHHOTO MAJIBYMILIKY, BIe-
TEBLIETO B €6 KOMHATy B IMKOBUHHOM IUIAThE€ U3 CYyXHX JIMCTHEB U IPO3PAYHOU CMOJIBI.

«““/lnap-JluHb, — I03BAJ OH THXOHBKO, TIOCJIC TOTO KakK yOeauics, yto pedsTa crst. — J[uHb,
ToI T1e?” Jlunb-/{uHb cuaena B KyBIIWHE, U, HAI0 CKa3aTh, €M 3TO OYEHb HPABUJIOCH, TOTOMY YTO
JI0 CUX IOp el HUKOTJa HEe MPUXOAUIOCH MONAaAaTh B KyBIIMH C BOJOW».

Jwuab-/{uHs. Merru eie qBak bl poIIenTaia ee UMs: € HpaBHIIOCh IPOU3HOCUTE UM (her
— €r0 3BYKH CKaTBIBAINCH C T'y0, CIIOBHO TIOLEITYH.
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«“/la BbUIE3all THI U3 3TOro KyBumHa! Jlyumie ckaku, Thl HallUla, KyJa OHM JI€BaJd MOIO
TeHb?” B 0TBeT pa3nascs HeKHBIN 3BOH, Kak OyITO KTO-TO 3a3BOHMJI B MaJIEHbKUE 30JI0ThIE KOJIO-
KOJTBUUKU. Tak ToBOpAT er. ITo ux sA3bIK. OH TaKoH THXHUH, 9TO OOBIYHO PeOsTa €T0 HE CIIBIIIAT.

«Ecnm Ob1 s ymena netarb, kak J{uab-J{uHb, — momymana Merru, — To MOXHO OBLIIO OBI TPOCTO
BJIE3TH Ha IMOJIOKOHHUK U yneTeThb. M He Hajo 06110 OBI 00SITHCS 3MEi, U s HalwIa 661 Mo mpexae,
4yeM OH j00epetcs ctona. OH, HaBepHOE, 3a0ayAuics. A BAPYT ¢ HUM YTO-TO CIYYHIIOCH?»

Merru 3amoTana rojloBoi, Kak OyJTo X0Tesa BHITPSIXHYTh TAWHbIE MBICIIH.

«Jlunb-/IuHb cKa3ana, 4To TEHb crpsATaHa B O0ybiIoN kKopoOke. OHa MMena B BULy KOMOJI.
[IuTep nonckoumI1 K KOMOAY, BBIIBUHYJI OAMH 3a IPYTHM BCE SIILUKH U BBIIIBBIPHYJI UX COAEPKUMOE
Ha MoJ».

Merru 3arania abixaHue. B koMHaTe NOSBUIIOCH KAKOE-TO CBETJIOE MATHBILIKO, HETIOHATHBIN
oroHek. OHa BBIKITIOUMIIA (POHAPHK, HO OTOHEK He mponai. OH ObUT B THICSYY pa3 sipye HOYHHUKOB.

«B ogMH MUT OH HaIlIeN CBOIO TEHb M TAK 3TOMY 00pa0BaJICs, YTO HE 3aMETHII, KaK 3aIBUHYIT
SIILIMK BMECTE C HAXOAMBILEHCS TaM. ..» — He JounTana Merru. Teneps oHa ciieiuiia 3a OrOHBKOM,
KOTOPBIN ObLJT HAMHOTO OOJIbIIIE CBETISUYKA U KaK CyMacIleAIIUi METAJICs IO KOMHATE.

— @enonuo! — oxnmkHyaa Merru. 3a aABepbio 06110 TUX0. YacoBoil, moxoxke, 3acHya. Merru
CBecmiach CO CBOEH KpOBaTH M AOTSIHYNACh 10 cTapuka. — @eHonuno, cMorpu! — OHa Tpsiciia ero
3a IJIeYO JI0 TeX MOp, OKa TOT HE IPOCHYJICS.

Tonbko Ob1 OHa HE yneTenal

[locnemHo crpbirHyB Ha 1oji, Merru tak ObICTpO 3aXJIONHYJIA OKHO, YTO YyTh HE MpHILIE-
MuIIa OnecTsiee Kpbulblnko. Dest NCIyTraHHO YIOpXHYJa. MerTu mokasanoch, 4TO U3 JAaJIbHETO
yIJ1a NOCJIBIIAIUCH POKIISITHSL.

DeHOIMO CMOTPEIT Ha MOPXAIOLIEe CO3JaHNE COHHBIMU IJIa3aMH.

—Yt0 3T0? — ¢ XpUIIOTIOH B TOJIOCE CIIPOCHI OH. — CBETIISTYOK-MYTaHT?

Merru, He cryckas a3 ¢ (heu, MeTaBIIecs OT OKHA K JABEpPH, KaK 3ajeTeBIIasi B KOMHATy
UCIyraHHasi ITUYKa, BEPHYJIach K KPOBAaTH U MOJIOKWIA KHUT'Y Ha KojeHH deHomnuo.

— «[Tutep IIsH», — mpouuTa CTapyK U MEpeBeN B3I ¢ KHUTH Ha (dero.

«Momnonenpkast (esi BETHUNHOM, HY, HAIIPUMEp, C BaIly JIAJOHb... J[py3bs 3a €e TOJIOCOK,
MOXOXKUH HA HEXHBINM 3BOH KOJIOKOJIBYMKA, PUBBIKIIA Ha3biBaTh €€ Junb-/uns. OneBaiach oHa B
KOPOTKO€ IJIaThbULIE U3 aXKYPHBIX JUCTUKOB, KOTOPOE €i1, KCTaTH CKa3aTh, OYEHb LIUIO U OTYEPKU-
BAJIO M3SIIIECTBO €€ (PUTypKU».

— I aroro He xorena! — mpomenTtana Merru. — YectHoe cioBo!

A ¢est Bce Ounach 1 Ouach B OKOHHOE CTEKIIO.

— Hert! — 6pocunacek k Heit Merru. — Tebe Henb3s Tyna! Hy kak Te6e 00bICHUTE?

— Kro-10 naer! — ®eHonno Tak pe3Ko BHIIPSIMUIICS, UTO YAAPUIICS TOJIOBOM O BEPXHIOIO KPO-
BaTbh.

W3 xopuaopa moCHbIIANNCH MIard — OBICTPBIC, PEIINTEIbHBIC. 32 OKHOM Oblia TITyOOKast
HOYb. «3T0 Mo! — moxymana Merru. — On go6pasics!» U cepiedko ee moanphIrHyao OT PaioCTH.

— Crpsub ee! — npomtentan denonno. — Jla ckopee xe!

Merru HeZJOyMEHHO B3IJIsTHYIA Ha Hero. AX 1a! Mim Henb3s BueTh ¢ero. Merru nomsitanach
ee 1noiMarb, HO Ta yIOPXHYJa K OTOJKY U IPUTAUIIACH TaM.

Tenepsb maru ObLIIM COBCEM PSIIOM.

— Xopoiu cTopoxk! — pazaaics 3a ABepbio rojgoc bactel. Merru mokasanoch, 4TO OH TTHYJ
9acoBOTO0, YTOOBI pa30oyauTh ero. — OTBOpsIii cuto cekyHay! MHe 4To TyT, BCIO HOYb TOpUYATh?

B 3amok BcTaBWIIM KITIOU.

— Ja ve tot! Mnnot! KanpukopH Besnen NpuBeCTH K HEMY JE€BUOHKY, U YK 5 J0JI0XKY, IOUEMY
eMy MPUILIOCH XKAATh.

Merru 3a0panach Ha CBOIO Kayarol[yloCcsl KpOBaTb U OCTOPOXKHO BBINPSMUIACS.

— Jlunb-Jl1Hb, — IIENOTOM I103Bajia OHa, — Ipolry TeOs, uau crona!
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JleBouka npotsiHyna pee pyKy, HO Ta BAPYT METHYJIACh K OKHY. B 3TO MrHOBEHHE OTKpbLIaCh
IBepb u Boiuen bacra.

— A 3TaTyT 0TKYya? — CIPOCHJI OH, 3aCTHIB Y TOPOTa. — JJaBHEHBKO 5 TAKUX JIETy4EK HE BUJIEI.

Merru u @eHonMo HUYEro He OTBETWIM. Jla ¥ YTO TyT MOXKHO OBLIO CKa3aTh?

— Jlaxxe He qymaiiTe UrpaTh B MOTYaHKY. — bacta CHsuI KypTKy U, B35B €€ B JIEBYIO PYKY, M€/~
JIEHHO HampaBUJICS K OKHY. — BcTanb B ABepsax! — npukaszan oH 4yacoBoMy. — Bapyr BbicKonb3HET!
VYIycTuiib — yim OTpexy.

— He tporaii ee!

Merru GpIcTpO cHpbITHYJa ¢ KpoBaTH, HO bacTa oka3zaicst mpoBopHee. OH OpoCHIT KYPTKY,
U OroHeK (e morac, CJIOBHO MOPBIB BETpa 3aTyLIMI CBEUKY. UTO-TO ci1abo 3aTpenbixanoch Moj
YepHOI MaTepuel, Korna KypTka yrajia Ha 1osi. bacta ocTOpoKHO MOJHSUI KypTKY U CIOXKHUI €€
KaK MEUIOK.

— Hy-c, nerouka, u OTKyna e B3sutach ¢esi? — COKOMHO, HO C YyTPO30i B TOJIOCE CIIPOCHIT
OH, BCTaB HaIpOTUB Merru.

— He 3Hato, — TUXO IIpOM3HECIIA AEBOYKA, YCTAaBUBIIMCH B 110JI. — CaMa Kak-To MOSIBUIIACK. ..

Bacra 6pocuin B3mIsiL HA 4acoOBOTO.

— Twl Buman xorna-auOyab B HalIel okpyre (hei? — CipocuIit OH.

YacoBoil B35 ra3eTy, Ha KOTOPOU OCTAIIUCh CJIeIbl YOUTBIX MYyX, U, KPUBO YXMbUIbHYBIINCD,
XJIOIHYJI €10 IO IBEPHOMY KOCSIKY.

— He npuxonunoce, — orBetuis ToT. — Ho ecnu 6 yBuaasn, HaBepHsKa 3Has Obl, 4YTO C HUMU
JeaTh!

— OTa Memo3ra Ha30UJIuBEeN KOMapoB, XOTsl, TOBOPAT, OHU CYACThe MPUHOCAT. — bacta cHOBa
noBepHyJcs K Merru: — [locnennuii pa3 cripammBaio: OTKya OHa B3sJ1ach?

Brapyr ®enonno ypoHWI KHUTY, 1 Merru HEBOJIBHO B3INIAHYJIA HA HEE.

— Huuero cebe! — ynuBuics bacra, momHuMas KHATY U pasmisiabiBas o0noxky. HapucoBan-
Hast Ha Hel ¢es Obl1a oueHb moxoxka Ha J{unb-J{unse. [IpaBna, Aunb-/{nHb Obll1a HEMHOXKKO OJie-
Hee, 4eM (esi Ha KapTUHKE, ¥ IIOMEHbIIEe pocToM, HO bacta KoHeuHO ke cpasy y3Hai ee. OH naxe
IPUCBUCTHYJ U CyHYN KHIKKY Merru noa Hoc. — Tolbko HE BpH, YTO 3TO CTapUK BBIYUTAI €€
ortyna! — ckazain oH. — TBost paboTta. Mory nociopuTs Ha cBoii HOX. TeOs oTel Haydui1 Ui TPOCTO
HacJIeZICTBEHHOCTh? Bripouem, He BaykHO. — OH 3alluXHYJ KHUTY IIOJ] peMEHb U cxBaTuil Merru 3a
pyky. — Unem, Hano pacckasarb 060 BceM KanpukopHy. BooOie-to oH Benen npuBectu Teds Ha
CBUJAHKE C TBOMM CTapbIM 3HAaKOMBIM, HO, YBEPEH, OyA€T paj] y3HaTh TaKUe BOJIHYIOLINE HOBOCTH.

— Ilana npumen?

Merru naxe He CONPOTUBIISIIACK, Korna bacta moranun ee 3a co0oil.

— Jla Hert, — cka3an bacra ¢ Hacmemkoil. — CBos 1IKypa eMmy, BUAaTh, 10poke. byab s Ha
TBOEM MECTE, 51 OBl 00MJICIICS HA HETO.

Merru ucnbiTana 0CTpoe pa3odapoBaHUE U OJJHOBPEMEHHO O0JETrYeHHeE.

— JIoJKeH MpU3HAThCA, OH MEHS OrOpYmII, — Npofokain bacra. — S Beab ronoBoil pucko-
BaJI, HACTOJIBKO OBUT YBEpEH, 4TO OH mpuaeT. Ho temepb Mbl 1 6€3 Hero mpekpacHo obonaemes,
BepHO? — OH BCTPAXHYN KYypTKY, 1 Merru nokasanock, YTO B HEH YTO-TO Kajl00HO 3a3BEHENO. —
3ampu crapuka! — npukaszan bacra wacoBomy. — Tonbko monpoOyii erie craTh Ha MoCTy!

W on noramun Merru BHA3 1O JIECTHULIE.
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HakaszaHue ans npeparenen

— A me1? — 6ce donvimuisancs Jlobow. — Kpabam, met umo, Huuezo
He boubea?

— boiocw. Bonvue, wem mol oymaewn, — omsevanr Kpabam. — U ne
MONbKO 3a cebst camoeo.
O. Ilpoiicnep. Kpabam

Korna Merru B compoBoxaeHuu bacTel miia yepes IUIOMIAAb Mepel epKOBbIO, €€ TEHb,
CJIOBHO 3JI0# IyX, cliefioBaia 3a Hell o msatam. JIyHa B SpKoM CBeTe MPOKEKTOPOB Ka3anach ONek-
JBIM OyMa>KHBIM (DOHAPHKOM.

B uepksu 65110 oyt TemHo. Cratyst KanpukopHa BeIcTymana u3 moxyMpaka, HaroJIOBHHY
CKpBITasi TEHSIMHU, a MEXKAY KOJJOHHaMU ObLIO TaK MpayHo, OyATO cama HOUb MPsITalach TaM OT CBETa
npoxekTopoB. Tonbko Haja kpecaoM KampukopHa Bucena OAMHOKas TyCKiias jamma. B menkoBoM
xanate, eperBaBIIeMcs B €€ CBETe, KaKk OlepeHNe MaBiINHa, OH CHJIET CO CKyYalolUM BHJIOM,
OTKHHYBIIUCH HAa cUHKY. COpoKa, Kak BCeraa, CTossa Mo3aau Hero, HO MPH CKYTHOM OCBEIIEHUU
€€ MoYTH He ObLIO BUAHO — JIMIIE ONeIHOE U0 Oeneso HaJl BOPOTOM YepHOro Iiarhs. B ogHoM
U3 OOYEK OKOJIO JIECTHMIIBI Topes oroHb. OT €IKOro AbIMa IIUIAN0 B INla3ax, OTCBETHI IUIAMEHU
IUISICalId TI0 CTEHAM M KOJIOHHaM — MerTH MoKa3anoch, 4TO B IIEPKBH MOXKap.

— JTO mocneAHee MpeaynpexaeHue, — yciblinana ona ronoc KanpukopHa, XOTsi TOBOPHI OH
HErpoMKo. — HakuHbTE TPSMNKY HA OKHO KOMHATBI, T CIST €ro JeTH, U OONeiTe ee OEH3UHOM,
4yTOOBI Kanano! — mpukazan oH Kokepento, CTOABIIEMY Y JIECTHULIBI C IByMs IPYTMMH MOIPYY-
HeIMU. — Korja 3Toro HemoymMka pa3oyauT 3amax, BO3MOXHO, 10 HETO HAKOHEI JOUIET, YTO MOe
TEpIIEHUE MOJXOJUT K KOHILY.

Koxkepenb kuBHYI, MpUHUMasl IPUKa3, U, Pa3BEPHYBIIUCH HA KaOIyKax, Belel MOApYYHBIM
cienoBarh 3a HUM. VX nuiia ObUTH B caxke, B METIIUIE Y KaXKIO0T0 — KPACHOE METYIILE Mepo.

— A BoT u nouka BonmmeOnoro fI3pika! — si3BuTEnbHO 3aMeTun Kokepensb u, Xpomasi, mporien
mumo Merru. — Hazo ke, mamouka TBO Tak U He sBUJICS 3a TOOOK? Bunarh, He 04EHBH-TO OH IO
Tebe TocKyeT!

JIBOo€ CONMpPOBOXKAABIINX PACXOXOTAIHUCh, @ Merru 3anunach KpacKoi.

— Hakonen-to! — BopunuBo cka3zan bacte Kampukops, korga TOT BMecTe ¢ I€BOYKOIl OCTa-
HOBHJICS y JIECTHUIIBI, BEAyIIeH K TpoHy. — [louemy Tak gonro?

Ha nuue matepu KanpukopHa npomenbkHynno nogooue yasioku. Copoka OTTONBIPHIIA HIXK-
HIOIO TyOy, MPUAAaB CBOEMY HM3MOXKJICHHOMY JIHIIY JTOBOJBHOE BBIPAXKEHHE, YTO BCTPEBOMKHUIIO
Merru ropasno cuibHee, YeM €€ IPUBBIYHO MpavyHast (PU3HOHOMHSL.

— YacoBoii 10Jr0 BO3UIICS € KIIIOYOM, — ¢ 00u0M B ronoce orBetun bacra. — K tomy xe s
JIOBHJI BOT ATY... — OH NPUIIOAHSI KypPTKY.

@es 3a11eBeNUIACH, N30 BCEX CUII CTAPAsICh 0CBOOOAUTHCA.

— Yto 5TO0 Takoe? — pazapaxeHHo cnpocun KanpukopH. — Tel moapsauics JOBUTH JETYIHX
MBIIIEH?

BricnyimaB HecnipaBeanuBbIi yrnpek, bacta cxkan ry0bl, Moiada CyHYl PYKY MO KypTKY H,
CBITLIS TPOKJISATHSIMH, BBITAIINI (Ero.

— UeproBsl JeTyuku! — BeIpyrayics oH. — Sl coBceM 3a0bL1, Kak OHH OOJIBHO KycaroTcs!

Jlunb-/IuHb 0TYasHHO OHIIa OHUM KPBLIOM, JAPYTO€ KPENKo Cxuman bacra. Merru He mora
BBIHECTH 3TOro 3penuina. Eif 6bu10 y>KacHO CTBIIHO, YTO OHA BHIMAHMIIA HECYACTHYIO KPOIIKY U3
KHUTH.
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— C TakuMu KpbUIbsMU 1 elle He Buaen! — cka3an Kanpukoph, ¢ oTBpalieHueM Isias Ha
¢ero. — OTKyna oHa B3sUTach?

bacta nonoxun kaury npo Ilurepa [I3Ha Ha CTyneHbKY JIECTHULBL.

— Ilo-moemy, BOT OTCIO/1a, — CKa3ajl OH, YKa3bIBast Ha KHUTY. — [flocMOTpu Ha 00J0XKKY, 1a U
BHYTPU TOKE€ OHa HapucoBaHa. JloraaplBaebCs, KTO €€ OTTya BhIUuTan?

bacra, nonoxus onHy pyKy Ha mie4o Merru, Ipyrou ¢ Takoi cuito cxxai lunp-JluHb, 4TO
¢es1, cnoBHO prIOa, BEIOPOIICHHAS Ha CyIy, CTajia JIOBUTH BO3AyX PTOM. J[eBouka MOMbITANIach
CKHUHYTb pyKy bacTel ¢ mieda, HO TOT TOJIBKO Kpenye BLEMUICS B HETO.

— Heyxenu nesuonka? — ¢ HeqoBEpHEM B Toioce cripocui KanpukopH.

—Omna camas. 1 kaxertcs, y Hee oTydaeTcs He XyKe, 4eM y ee otua. Trl Ha ¢ero mocMotpu! —
bacrta npunogusn {une-/{vHb, CXBaTHB 3a TOHKKME HOKKH. — BBINISIAUT 4TO HAJI0 U YMEET Aenarh
BCE, UTO 3TUM JIyPHBIM JIETyYKaM IOJIOKEHO: JIETAET, pyTraercs, AUHbKAET.

— NurepecHo. Ouenp uHTepecHo. — KanpukopH BcTas, NOTyKe MOANOSCAll XalaT U COUIeN
BHU3. — Tak 3T0 y HUX, OKa3bIBAETCs, CEMEHHOE, — MPOOOPMOTAIl OH, IMOIHUMAs KHUTY. Haxmypus-
IIACh, OH paccMarpuBall 00MokKy. — «IIutep I[19H», — mpounTan oH. — DTO Ke OlHA U3 TeX KHUT,
KOTOpBIE OCOOCHHO IICHIIT MOM MPEXHMM dTell. TOUHO, ST TOMHIO, KaK OH 3a4UTHIBAJI MHE OTPHIBKU
u3 Hee. OH JI0JDKEH ObUT BEIMAHUTH OTTY/A IIaBapsi MUPATOB 10 Npo3BuIly Kprok, HO eMy 3TO He
ynanock. Bmecto Kproka B Moeii crianbHe 0Ka3aJIMch BOHIOUHE PHIOCIIKH J1a P>KaBblid 6arop. Ml
€l11€ 3aCTaBUJIM €0 ChECTh BCIO ATY PbIOY B HaKa3aHHE.

bacra 3acmesuics:

— Hy na, Ho Gosnbliie BCEro OH Oropymiicst OTTOIO, YTO Thl BEJIEN OTOOpaTh y HETO KHUTU. A
3Ty OH, IOXOXKE, MPUIIPSITAIL.

— Ja, ckopee Bcero. — KanpukopH, pa3Mbelnuiss 0 4eM-To, nogomen k Merru. Korga oH nipu-
HOJHSUI €€ MOAOOPOJIOK, OTYETO B3I AEBOYKH YIEepcsl B €ro OeCLBETHBIE IM1a3a, €l 3aX0TeNI0Ch
YKYCHUTb €T0 3a pyKy. — Buauiib, kak oHa Ha MEHsI CMOTPHT, bacTa? — HACMENUIMBO CKa3all OH. —
Tak xe ynpsamo, kak ee oter]. OcTaBb 3TOT B3I U1 NAOYKH, AeTKa. Thl BeIb 3JIMIILCS HA HETO,
He Tak Jiu? XOoTs, 110 [IpaBJie, MHE y’Ke€ BCE PaBHO, I1ie OH. Tenepb Thl Oy/ellib MOUM HOBBIM YTEL[OM.
JlomKHO OBITh, THI BOSHEHABU/IENA €T0 3 TO, YTO OH Opocui Teda? He cThiauchk cBoux uyBeTB. S n
caM HHKOTJIa HE JIFOOUJI CBOero oTma. — KanmpukopH HaKOHEI! BHITYCTHI €€ oA00poaoK, 1 Merru
cpa3y OTBepHyJack. JINIO ee NbU1aJIO OT SIPOCTH U CTHIAA, a HA KOKE BCE €I11€ YyBCTBOBAIIUCH €TI0
HaJIBIIBI, KaK OyJITO OT HUX OCTAJIUCh CHHSKHU. — bacTa 00bsCHII, 3a4eM eMy ObLIO BEJICHO MPHBE-
CTH T€0s1 cpeny Houu?

— OH cKa3aj po Kakoe-TO CBHJIAHHE CO CTapbiM 3HAKOMBIM. — Merru neitajgach FrOBOPUTH
TBEPJI0 U OECCTPALIHO, HO KOM MOJCTYINII K TOPIIY, ¥ BCE YCIBIIIAIN JHUILb €€ ILIEMOT.

— Bepmno!

Kamnpukopn »xectom nogan 3Hak Copoke. Ta kuBHyNa M, CIyCTUBIIUCH IO CTYIEHBKaM,
ucyessa B TEMHOTE 3a KOJIOHHAMH.

UyTs noroast Merru ycnpliiana CTpaHHbIA CKPUI U, B UCITyTE MOAHSB IV1a3a K IOTOJIKY, YBH-
JieJ1a, KaK CBEPXY, U3 ThMbI, UTO-TO OIycKaeTcs. CeTb... HET, ABE CETH. .. Takue *e, Kak pblOalKue.
Mertpax B [ITH OT 10JIa, IPSIMO HaJ roJ0BOM Merru, OHu OCTaHOBUJIMCh, U TOJIBKO TOT/IA IEBOUYKA
3aMeTuIa JIo/Iel, CUAEBILNX B HUX, COBCEM KaK ITHUIIbI, IONABIIMECS B JIOBUKE CETU. Merru crajo
JYPHO OT OJTHOTO B3MIs1a HAa HUX. KakoBo e ObLJI0 STUM HECYACTHBIM?

— VY3Haemb craporo npusarensi? — KanpukopH CyHys pyKu B KapMaHbl XaJara.

bacra Bce eme aepxan [(uHb-/luHb 32 HOTM, M OHA BUCENA B €0 PyKe, KaK CIOMAHHAS
KyKoJiKa. B TuinHe OblIN CIIBIIHBL €€ POOKHE 3BOHOUKHU.

— Bot Tak moctymnaror ¢ moibIMu MpenaTensiMy, KOTOpble BOPYIOT KJIFOYM U BBIMYCKAaOT
IUIEHHBIX, — C YI0BOJILCTBUEM IporoBopui KanpukopH.

Merru naxe He B3MIsAHY/Ia Ha Hero. OHa cMoTpena Toiabko Ha Caxkepyka. J[a, KoHEYHO, 3TO
ob11 Caxkepyk.
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— [Ipuset, Merru! — kpukHyn oH €il cBepxy. — Tbl uTO Takas 6aenHas? — OH U30 BCeX CHUII
CTapaJics TOBOPUTH OOAPO, HO B €I0 rOJI0Ce CIIBIIIAIICS CTpaX. YTo-4uTo, a YK romoca Merru Xxopomio
paznuuana. — Oren nepenaer tede npuser! OH cKaszal, YTO CKOPO MPHUJET, U HE OAUH, U 3a0epeT
TEO4.

— Ilpomomkaii B TOM ke ayxe, mokuparens oras! [Tsaauime, HacTOAIIMM CKa309HIUKOM CTa-
Helrs! — KpUKHYNN eMy cHu3y bacta. — Ho B Takyro Cka304Ky Jaske 3Ta JIEBUOHKA HE MOBEPHT.
CounHu 4To-HUOYb NOTyyILIE!

Merru cmotpena Ha Caxkepyka He OTPBIBAsICh, U €1 TaK XOTEIIOCh €My BEPHTb.

— Dii, bacta, na oTIycTH e HakoHel 0enHyo (ero! — kpukHyn Cakepyk CBOEMY 3aKJISITOMY
Bpary. — IlycTh neTur croma, Ko MHe, 51 JaBHO TaKUX HE BUJIEI.

— Jla yx, Tebe ObI TonbKkO j0 HUX nobparbes! He Beritner! S ee cebe ocraBiio, — OTBETHII
bacta u menknyn Junb-{unb mo HOCY. — ['OBOPSIT, HECUACTBSI OOXOJAT CTOPOHOM T€ IOMA, TIE
nepxkar ¢ei. [Tocaxy-ka s ee B 00bIIyi0 OyThUTh U3-TI0J] BUHA. ThI C 3TUMU JIETYYKaMHU BOIHIT
KOMIIaHHUIO, TAK PACCKAXKH, YTO OHH eAT. MOXKET, MyXaMH €€ HaKOPMHTH?

JuHb-JlMHp TIpeanpuHsIIa OTYASHHYIO TONBITKY OCBOOOIMTHCS, HO, MOCKONBKY bacta
KPETKO CXKMMaJl €€ KPhUIO M OJHOBPEMEHHO Jepkaj €€ 3a HOTH, OHa, KaK HU TpemnbIXajach,
BBIPBAThCSl HE CMOINIAa. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OHa €1a00 AMHBKHYJA U caanack. OTOHEK ee eBa Terl-
JIMJICS, COBCEM KAaK JIOTOpAroIasi CBEUKa.

— Te1 He goragsiBaembest, Caxepyk, 3a4eM 31eCh 3Ta IeBUOHKA? — KpuKHYI KanpukopH cBo-
eMy IUICHHUKY. — 5] BeJieN MpuBeCTH ee, YTOObI OHA YTOBOpHIIA Te€OsI paccKas3arh, IJie €€ OTel. XOTs
ST COMHEBAIOCh, YTO Te€OE 4TO-TO U3BEeCTHO. HO Temeps cBeeHus 0 HeM MHE YK€ He HYXHbI. J]04b
3aiiMET MECTO CBOETO OTHA. A Jyist TeOsI MHE XOUETCs MPUIYyMaTh OCOOEHHOE HAKa3aHUE — HEUYTO
He3abpiBaeMoe! B koHIIe KOHIIOB, € IpeAaTesiMU Tak U ciiegyeT nocrynars. CooOpakaelib, K YeMy
st kioHo? Her? Tak s momory. Most HOBasi YTHIIa POYTET B TBOKO YECTh OTPBIBOK U3 «UepHuib-
HOTO cepaia». Bemp 1o ke TBOs moOuMast kKHura, BepHo? [IpaBna, TeI He JTFOOUIIIB TOTO, KOTO OHA
JIOJDKHA OTTyZa BIMaHuTh. Ee oTeny 1aBHO ObI cienan 3To, eciu Obl Thl HE IOMOT €My COeXaTb.
Teneps npuaercs nopadoTarh JeBYOHKE. ThI IOHII, O KOM S TOBOPIO?

Caxepyk mprKaJcsi K CeTKe IEKOH CO IpaMaMHu.

— Koneuno. EnBa nu 51 3a0y/y ero, — eJie CJbIIIHO CKa3aj OH.

N3-3a kosoHH BHOBB Nokazanach Copoxa.

— Pa3Be TonbKO OrHETIIOTATENS CIeqyeT HaKa3aTh? — CIIPOCHIIa OHA. — A KaK JKe Hallla HeMast
ronyoka? 3abbuiu 0 Heil? Benpb ee npenarenbcTBO HUYYTh HE MeHbIle ero. — Mars Kanpukopha ¢
HECKpPBIBAEMBIM MTPE3PEHUEM ITOCMOTpENIa Ha BTOPYIO CETh.

— Jla yk... — ¢ sBHBIM coxxajieHneM ckaszan Kanpukops. — Ho HIUero yxe He H3MEHHUIIb.

Merru He yaanoch pa3msAeTh )KEHIINHY, Ka9aBIITyIOCcs BO BTOPO ceTke mo3aan Caxepyka.
Eit ObuM BUIHBI JIMIIB TPSIM PYCHIX BOJIOC, CHHSS TKAaHb IJIAThSl U KUCTH PYK, BIECTMBIIUXCS B
BEPEBKH.

Kanpukops m1y0oko B3JOXHYII.

— Hy nouemy Tebe nmonagobunach IMEHHO OHa? — CIIPOCHII OH, oOpamasich Kk Caxkepyky. —
PazBe TbI HE MOT YTOBOPHTH JIFOOYIO APYTYIO cirykaHKy? [Ipu3Haroch, ¢ TEX mOp Kak 3TOT Oe3/1eTb-
HUK M XaNTypiuK Jlapuyc BBIYHTAN €€, s UCTBITHIBAT K HEH NMPHUBSI3aHHOCTh, U MEHSI BOBCE HE
CMYIIIAJIO, YTO OHA MOTUIATHIIACh CBOMM TOJIOCOM. S Aake HAaMBHO MoJjaral, 4To, pa3 OHa Hemas,
€l MOYKHO JOBEPATh. A ThI IOMHHIIB, YTO PaHBIIIE BOJIOCH Y Hee ObUTH KaK BUTOE 30JI0TO?

— Koneuno, — npoxpunen Caxepyk, — HO psiioM ¢ TOOOM OHU MOTYCKHEIH.

— B3snop! — Kanpukops raeBHO cMopiui j100. — MoXeT, CTOUT nonpoOoBarh NblIbLy (pen?
CoBceM HEMHOTO TAaKOW MBUIBLIBI — U JIaXKe JIATyHb CTAHOBHTCS TIOXOXKEH Ha 30510T0. Bapyr 3To
MOJIXOIUT U JUTSI )KEHCKUX BOJIOC?

— OBUYMHKa BBIICTIKH HE CTOUT, — EXUAHO ycMexHynach Copoka. — Bipodem, eciu Tl XO4elb,
9TOOBI OHA XOPOIIO CMOTPEACh BO BpEMsI Ka3HH. ..
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— C xakoii ctatn? — KanpukopH pe3Ko NOBEPHYJICS U MOILEN K JIECTHULIE.

Merru nocmorpena BBepx, Ha He3HakoMKy. CioBa KanpukopHa ctyyanu B Buckax: «Bosmocsl
KaK BUTOE 30J10TO... XanTypuukK...» Het, He Moxer ObiTh! OHa HE OTpBIBasCh CMOTpENA BBEPX,
TIIETHO CTApasiCh Pa3MIAAETh JIUIO KEHIIKHBI, HO €T0 3aKpbIBaJla YepHas TEHb.

— Wrak, — ckazan KanpukopH u, nryOOKo B310XHYB, OITyCTHJICS B KPECIIO, — CKOJIBKO BPEMEHU
notpedyeTcs sl MPUroToBIeHUH? B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, [T TAKOTO JieiicTBa TpeOyeTcs HaaIexKaIiee
odopmiteHue.

— JIBa nHA, eciii Thl XO4YeIllb CO3BaTh JIIOECH M3 IPYrux Kpemoctei, — orBeTwiia Copoka,
HNOJHUMAsSICh 110 CTYIIEHbKaM U 3aHMMasi CBO€ MECTO 03311 KpecJa.

Kamnpukops Hamopumi 1006.

— bouto 661 HenmumIHE. JIeHCTBUTENRHO, CAMOE BpeMs MPETOAHECTH UM HAIISKAIIUA YPOK,
a TO B MOCJIEHEE BpeMs IUCLUIUIMHA YTO-TO cTaja xpomarb. — OH nmocMotpen Ha bacty, u ToT
OITyCTHJI TOJIOBY, CJIOBHO BCE MPOCTYIIKU €T0 MOJYUHEHHBIX TSHKKHM OpeMEHeM JIeKald Ha ero
ie4yax. — 3Ha4uT, [0CIe3aBTpa, — Npoonkai KanpukopH, — Kak ToJabKo cTeMHeeT. Jlapuycy npu-
JIeTCS TIPOBECTH C JICBUOHKOM MpoOHOe uTeHne. Hamo, 4ro0pl OHA BBIYUTANIA YTO-HUOYAD eIle, —
CTOHUT yOemuThCS, 9TO 3Ta (pest MosSBUIIACH HE CITy4aiHO.

bacra cHoBa 3anuxnHyn [IuHb-/luHb B KypTKy. bosblie Bcero Ha cBere Merru XoTenoch
3a)KaTh pyKaMH YIIM, 9YTOOBI HE CIBIIIATh OTYASHHOTO JAWHBKaHBS (eu. [leBouka M30 BCeX CHI
ckasa TyObl, 4TOOBI OHH HE APOKaJM, U mocMoTpena Ha KanpukopHa.

— He Oyny s uutars TeOe! — TBEp10 cKa3ana OHa, U €€ T0JI0C, CTABIINUN BAPYT Uy KUM, T'YJIKUM
9XOM OTO3BaJics B LiepkBU. — Hu eaunoro cinoseuka He npountato! He Oyny st BluuThIBaTH TEOE
301070, a YK TeM Oosee... nanaya! — Merru cjioBHO IUTIOHYJIAa 3TUM CJI0BOM B jn1o Kanpukophy,
HO TOT CO CKYYaroIllMM BHUJIOM KPYTHJI MOSIC CBOETO Xajarta.

— OtBenu ee oOparno! — Benen o bacte. — [1o3aHO yke, 1eTsIM JaBHO MOpa CHaTh.

bacra nuxnyn Merru B crivHy:

— Ilomesenupaiics!

Merru B nocienHuit pa3z nocmorpesna Ha Caxkepyka, IOTOM MEIJIEHHO MOIUIA MO MTPOXOLy U
elle pa3 B3MIsHYJa HaBepX. JIMII0 HE3HAKOMKH MO-IPEKHEMY 3aKpblBajia T€Hb, HO IEBOUYKE MOKa-
3aJI0Ch, UTO OHA y3HaJa I1a3a, TOHKUIA HOC... A €CITH BOJIOCHI BOOOpa3uTh 00JIee CBETIBIMM. ..

— A Hy, naBaii xxuBee! — npukpuknyn bacra.

Merru nocnymanack, HO TO U JIeJ0 000pa4nBajach, TS HaBEPX.

— 1 e Oymy umTarh Tebe, o0emaro! — KpUKHyJa OHA, OCTAHOBHUBILIUCH B IBEPSAX IIEPKBH. —
Hu 3a uro!

— He o0Gemaii Toro, uero He MOKeIIb BHIIOIHUATE! — poBopuan bacta u, BeITONKaB Merru
U3 IEPKBU, MOTAIINUII €€ YEPE3 SIPKO OCBELICHHYO MJIOIIAb.
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YepHbIN KOHb HOYM

BJIB naxnonuncs, gotmawun Copu uz Kapmana u noCmMagui Ha 3eMmJio.

Ona e6ce ewe Ovlia Oocukom u 6 HO4HOU pybauike. Jlesouxa
HOENHCULACH U CNANLA O3UPATNBCS KPY2OM.

— I'0e mv1? — cnpocuna oua.

— Mot 6 Cmpane Cnos, — omsemun BJ[B. — Omcrooa bepym nauano
8ce CHbl.
P. Tanv. BJIB, unu Bonvwoi u /loopoiii eenruxan’

deHoIMo Jexal Ha KpoBaTH, HO, Korja bacra ¢ cusoii BronkHyn Merru B 1Bepb, cpa3y BCKO-
UL

— locmoam, uTo BBI ¢ HeW caenanu? — HaKUHyJCS OH Ha bacty. — OHa xe OnenHee npuBHIe-
Hust!

Ho bacra y»xe 3akpbUT 1BEpb.

— Tebst cMensT uepes aBa yaca, — ycislana Merru ero ¢iaoBa, oOpalieHHbIe K YaCOBOMY.

®eHoMMo O0HST IEBOUYKY, [IOTOM, YyTh OTCTPAaHUBIINCH, C TPEBOT0Il MOCMOTpEN €i B I1a3a.

— Hy ckaxwu xoTs uto-HHOYABL! UTO MM OT TeOs Hano? Orew TBOM Tam?

— Onu noitmanu Caxepyka, — oTBeTriIa Merru, MoTast rojioBoil. — U erie »KeHIuny.

— Kakyto xenuuny? ['ocrionu, Te1 Openuib?

®eHonmo ycaawn Merru Ha KpoBaTh U CEJ PSIZIOM.

— MHe kaxkeTcs, OHa MOsl Mama, — IpoLIenTana JeBoYKa.

— TBost Mama? — @eHoNIMOo B HEOYMEHUH IIsiien Ha Hee. [1on ra3aMu y Hero TeMHeNu Kpyru
0T 6ECCOHHOM HOUH.

Merru ¢ OTCYTCTBYIOIIMM BHUJOM pa3liiaKUBasla Ha KOJIEHSIX TPSA3HOE, MATOE IJIaThe, BEllb
OHa y’K€ CTOJIbKO JIHEH cralia He pa3/eBascCh.

— Bomnockl y Hee TeMHBIE... — TymMasi 0 4eM-TO CBOeM, cka3ana Merru. — Y Mo ectb (hoTO-
rpadus, oHa clejgaHa MOYTH JecsATh JeT Hazal... KanpukopH nocagun ux ¢ CaxxepykoM B CETb.
[TocnezaBTpa oH coOupaeTcs X Ka3HUTD U 3aCTaBIIIET MEHS BBIYMTATh KOr0-TO U3 «HepHUILHOTO
CepAlay... Kakoro-to apyra... S tebe pacckaspiBasia. OT Mo oHU TOXe TOOMBAIHUCH, YTOOBI OH
€ro BbIMaHWJI, a Thl HE XOTEJ FOBOPUTH, KTO 3TO. Teneps Thl HoJkeH ckazaTh! — OHa ymousmone
rocMoTpesia Ha PeHono.

—T'ocroas BceMunocTuBbIi! — mpoOOpMOTal CTapUK M 3aKPhLT IJ1a3a.

3a okHOM ObLIO e1ie TeMHO. JIyHy, 3acThIBIIYIO B HEOE MPSIMO HAIIPOTHB MX OKHA, 3aKPBLIO
o0ako, MoxoXee Ha UCTpernaBlIeecs miaThe Merru.

— 5 pacckaxy Tebe 3aBTpa, — TuX0 npousHec denonno. — Odemiaro.

— Her, ceiiuac!

— Houbr0? — mocMoTpesnt oH Ha Hee, pa3ayMbIBas. — ITO He CKaszka. borock, Tebe mpucHUTCs
KOIIIMApHBIN COH.

— Pacckaxu! — ymonsna Merru.

— boxe, — B310xHyJ1 @EHOINO, — Thl CMOTPHUIIb HA MEHS, KaK MOU BHYKH... Hy 4To *... —
On nomMor Merru 3aj1e3Th Ha BEPXHIOIO KPOBaTh, MOJIOKMII €1 T0J] TOJIOBY OTLIOBCKUMN CBUTED U,
YKpPBIB, 3a00TJIMBO MOJOTKHYJI OZESUI0. — DTU CTPOKHU U3 «HepHUIBHOTO cep/ia» s MOMHIO MOYTH
Hau3yCTh, KOIAA-TO s UMH OY€Hb TOPAMICS... — PEHOINO oTKaILIsuIics u 3amentain: — «Ho 6b110
elle He4To, yero 6osumch Oonblie, yeM roaeil KanpukopHa, u Ha3eiBasin Tenbto. TeHs sBisiach

13 Iepeson . IumkoBoi.
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TOJIbKO 10 30By KampukopHna u Obuta TO KpacHO#, Kak OrOHb, TO CEpOH, KaK IErmell, B KOTOPBI
OTOHb IIPEBPALIAET BCE, YTO NOkHpaeT. [[0100HO A3bIKaM IUIaMEHH, BCIBIXUBAIOIIUM B KOCTPE,
OHa npoOuBasiack U3 3eMIH. [anblibl ee U ee AbIXaHue HeCIU CMePTh. TeHb, 0e3MOoIBHAas U O€3111-
Kasi, BBIPAcTajla y HOI CBOEr0 T'OCIOINHA U, IPUHIOXUBASICh, KAK TOHYAs, Hy1LIas 110 CIIeay, Kaana,
KOTJIa XO35IUH YKaXET el XKepTBY». — DEHONIMO NpoBe JaJ0HBIO M0 JIOy U OTBEPHYJCS K OKHY.
[TomomyaB, OH 3arOBOPHII CHOBA, YEPE3 CUILY BCIIOMUHAS TaBHO HAIIMCAHHBIE UM CTPOKHU. — «Pac-
CKa3bIBaJH, 4T0 KanmpukopH mpukaszai KOMy-TO U3 KOOOJIBIOB HIIM THOMOB, UCKYCHBIX BO BCEM,
YTO CBA3aHO C OTHEM, COTBOPUTH T€Hb U3 Ieria ero xepTB. HUKTO He 3Han HaBEpHOE, HO XOAWIH
ciyxu, uto KanpukopH ymMepTBuMII T€X, KTO BbI3Ball TeHb K ku3HH. Kak u ee xo3suH, Tens Oblia O6ec-
cMepTHa 1 Oe3xkanocTHay. — Denonro 3amomdan. Merru cMotpena B TeMHOTY. Cep/aie ee KOIOTH-
J0Ch. — 3Haelllb, Merru, — COBCEM THUXO MPOU3HEC CTAPUK, — AyMAIo, Thl 10JIKHA Oy/lelIb BbI3BAThH
Tenn. U 60xe ynacu, eciu Tede 310 ynactes. B Mupe MHOTO 4y OBUIIL, YEIOBEK, €CJIM BIyMAaThCS,
OJIMH U3 HUX, HO BCE OHM CMEPTHBI. BUIUT OOT, COUMHSS KHUTY, s MEHBLIE BCETO XOTEN, YTOObI
TI0 3€MJIE PasTyIHBaJ, Cesl MOBCIOAY CTpaxX U yKac, OeccMepTHbIi MOHCTp. [loMHMIIb, 51 TEOE pac-
CKa3bIBaJ IPO OJHY MJICI0 TBOETO OTIA? BeposTHO, 3TO HAlll €MHCTBEHHBIH IIaHC, XOTS U HEU3-
BECTHO, YTO U3 3TOTO BHIiIeT. MHE Ha/lo Bce 00aymarh, BpeMeHH y Hac Mauio. Jloxwuch mocnu. Tak
Thl TOBOPHILIB, Ka3Hb COCTOUTCS MOCe3aBTpa?

Merru KuBHYyIIA.

— Kak Tonpko cTeMHeeT, — npouienTaia OHa.

DeHONOo YCTANIO IPUKPBLI PyKOH IT1a3a.

— A 0 TOH JXEHIIMHE HE JyMal, — cKa3aJl OH. — MOXeT, MOM CJI0Ba NMOKaXYTcs TeOe HEMPUT-
HBIMU, HO OHA BPSJ U MOXKET ObITh TBOEH MaMoii. [laxxe ecnu Tebe aToro oueHp xouercs. OTkyna
el 31ech B3AThCA?

— Japuyc! — Merru ytkHynach auuom B ceutep Mo. — OH ckBepHblii utell. KanpukopH cka-
3ai: Jlapuyc BbIUMTAN €€, HO y Hee IpoIiaj rojioc, oHa oHemena. 5 ysepeHna, 1o ona. OHa BepHy-
nach, a Mo 00 3Tom faxke He noraabiBaeTcs. OH BCe €llie TyMaeT, YTO OHA MO-NPEKHEMY B KHUTE. ..

— 51 Ob1 OYEHB XOTeN, YTOOBI OHA TaM U OCTaBajach, €CIIM, KOHEYHO, Tl IPaBa, — B3OXHYB,
ckazan @eHonuo u cHoBa yKpbul Merru. — Ho MHe modeMy-To KakeTcs, 4TO Thl OLIMOAEIIbCS.
Bnpouewm, Tbl BojbHa BEpUTH BO YTO XOYelllb! A Teneph CIH.

Ho Merru He Moria cOMKHYTb I11a3. OHa jiekasa, OTBEpHYBIIUCH K CTEHE, U IIbITajach pa3o-
OpaThbCsl B CBOMX OIYIIEHUsAX. B ee ylie pagocTh U TpeBOra CMEIINBAINCh, KAK Pa3HOLBETHbIE
Kpacku. Beskuil pa3, koraa oHa 3aKpblBajia 1j1as3a, €l NpeICTaBIsUIMCh JIUA 3a BEPEBOYHBIMU CET-
kamu — uno Caxepyka U To, Apyroe, HEYETKOe, Kak Ha CTapoM, MOXKENATeBIIeM cHUMKe. Kak Hu
nbITAIACh MErTH pasnisiieTb €ro, OHO BCE BPEMS PACILIBIBAIOCH.

3a OKHOM YK€ Ha4aJio Ope3KHUTh yTPo, KOTAa €l HaKOHEI YIaloCh 3aCHyTh. Yackl mpeapac-
CBETHBIX CyMEpPEK ObICTPO POCIIH, U3 CEKYH/]I CIUIETasi BEYHOCTh, HO CTPAILIHBIE CHBI HE PACTBOPHU-
JIMCh BMECTE C HOYBI0. MerTy CHUINCh BCE YyAMINA, KAKAE TOJIBKO BCTPEYAJIACH €1 B IAPCTBE KHUT:
OJIHOIVIA3bl€ BEJIMKAHbl M TMTAHTCKHE MAYKH, TPEXIVIABBIE IICHI M BEIbMBI, ITIOJaBIINE KOCTOYKHU
nerei. Crpamuiuiia BelI€3alu U3 CyHAyKa, KOTOPBIM crenan st Hee Mo, cocKallb3bIBajl CO
CTpPaHHULL JIFOOMMBIX KHUT, BBINOI3AJIN AaKe U3 TEX KHIKEK C KapTUHKaMu, KoTopble Mo napun ei,
KOTJIa OHA elle He ymelna yuTarh. CTpalllHble U KOCMaThle, OHU IUISICAlH, YIbIOasCh BO BCIO MACTh
U oOHakast Menkue octpble 3yonl. Tam Obu1 Yemmpckuii Kot, koToporo oHa 10 cMepTH 6osiach, U
CopBaH11bl, KOTOpbIE TaK HpaBWINCh Mo, 4TO OH Jake MOBECHJI B MACTEPCKOM KapTUHKY, [JI€ OHU
ObuIM HapucoBaHbl. Kakue y HuX orpomuble 3yobl! OHU B /1Ba cueTa nepekycuian obl Caxxepyka,
CJIOBHO XpycTsmuid Toct! Ho Korna oauH U3 HUX, € IMa3aMHu pa3MepOM C TapeliKy, BBITYCTHII OCT-
pBI€ KOI'TH, U3 ITyCTOTHI BO3HUKJIO HEUTO OE3JIMKOE U OE3bIMSHHOE, CEPOE, KAK IMEMeN, U OTPECKH-
BaBlIee, Kak oroHb. OHo cxBaTwiio CopBaHIa U pa30pBajio €ro Ha MEJIKUE KIIOYKH.

— Merru!
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Crpamunnuina TyT e ucuesznu. B nuno et ceetuno connue, 1 @EHOIUO CTOSIT PAJIOM C €€
KPOBAThIO.

— OT0 OBLI BCETO JUIIb COH.

CrapuK BBIITISAIEN TaK, OyTO HE CIaJl BCIO HOYb, M OT YCTAJIOCTH MOPIIKH Ha €T0 JIUIE CTAJI0
erie OoJbILe.

— I'me e Mo, ®enonuno? — cripocuia ona. — Hy mouemy on Bce He uuer?
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dapun

Pazbotinuxku  6ecuuncmeosanru Ha  NPOCELOYHBIX  00PO2aAX, NO
O6bIKHOBEHUIO HANAOASL HA OOUHOKUX NymHuKxo8. OHu 2pabuiu Kapasamvl
¢ 6ocamviMu mosapamu, pazopsiu 0epesHu U 20pood, He 0asas NOKOsl
MUPHBIM JICUMENSIM, U BCAKULL pa3 NPImanu 0obulyy 8 céoem mauHuKe —
HEeNnPUMEMHOM, HAOENHCHO YKPLIMOM Mechie, ROOAIbe Om JI0OCKUX 21d3.
Anu-baba u copok pa3zooiiHukos

@apuj cBepNUi B3MISIIOM TEMHOTY, 'y HEro yxxe 6onenu mias3a, Ho Caxxepyk Bce HE BO3-
Bpamaics. Cpeln BeTBEM MaJIbuMKy JaKe CTajl0 MEPELIUTHCA €ro MOKPBITOE IIpaMaMHy JULO, a
B OMNAaBILIEH JIMCTBE CIBIMIAICS €Ba YIOBUMBIN IIOPOX ero 0e33By4yHbIX maroB. Ho Caxepyk He
TTOSIBIISIIICS.

@apu/ NPUBBIK BCIYIIMBATHCS B HOUYb. MHOT0, OECKOHEUHO MHOTO HOYEH MPOBEN OH TakK,
HAy4MBILIKCH OOJIbIIIE BEPUTH CBOMM YIIIaM, HEXKENH r1a3aM. B To, Apyroi )Ku3Hu, Te MUP BOKPYT
HEro ObLIT HE 3€JICHBIM, a IECOYHO-KOPUYHEBBIM, IJ1a3a MOIIIU MOJBECTH €T0, YIIIU — HUKOT/IA.

OpnHako B Ty HOYb, CaMy0 JUVIMHHYIO B €r0 KU3HU, @apu HanpacHo BeaymuBaics. Caxepyk
Tak 1 He BepHyics. Ha paccere, Korja Haj XonMaMu NPOsICHUIOCH, Papu Mouiesn K iIeHHUKaM,
YTOOBI AaTh UM BOJIbl, HEMHOTO CyXapei U OJIMBOK.

— Hy xe, @apun, pa3ssku Hac! — ckazan BomnmieOHblIii SI3bIK, KOTIa MaIbYMK MPOTSAHYI €My
cyxapb. — Caxkepyk JaBHO JOJKEH ObUT BEPHYTHCA, Thl BEAb U CaM 3TO 3HAEIIIb.

@apun momyan. EMy ObII0 IPUATHO COyLIaTh FOJOC YENOBEKa, KOTOPBI BHIMAHUII €ro U3
npexxHei 6e3pagoctHoit xu3Hu. Ho Caxkepyka, caM He 3Has MoueMy, MaJbduK JI0OUI Ooblie, a
Caxxepyk NOpy4YusI EMy CTOPOKUTH TUIEHHUKOB. HO pa3Bs3bpIBaTh NX OH HE BEJIEIL.

— TbI ke yMHBIN MasibuuK! — cka3ana xeHiuHa. — Hy Ha MUHYTOYKY MOIOJIb3YyHCs TOJI0BOM
10 Ha3HA4YCeHMIO, a? Xo4velllb, YTOObI CIo/1a sIBUIKCH JTronu KanpukopHa u Hanu Hac Bcex? To-To
OyIeT KapTUHA: MaJbUMK, OXPaHSIIONINI IByX CBS3aHHBIX B3POCIBIX, KOTOpbIE HE MOTYT IOIIIEBE-
JUTh HU PYKOM, HU HOTOM, YTOOBI eMy MOMO4b. Jla OHU CO CMEXY yMpYT.

Kak 6umb ee 30ByT? Ax na! DO-nu-nop. @apua HUKaK HE MOT 3alIOMHUTH 3TO uMs. OHO
TSDKEJIO JIEKAJIO Ha S3BIKE, CJIOBHO KaK KaAMEHB-TOJIBIII, M OBIJIO MOXO0XKE Ha MM BOJIILIEOHHUIIBI U3
JaneKoil crpanbl. MaJgbuMK CTECHSUICA €e: OHa CMOTpelia Ha HEro Kak My>KYMHA — 0€33aCTEeHYHBO
u OeccTpalllHoO, [1a ¥ TOJI0C Y Hee MHOTIa CTAHOBMJICS KaK PHIK JIbBA. ..

— Hawm Hy)HO BHU3, B nepeBHI0, Dapun! — neitancs yoenuts ero BommeOHsiii S3b1k. — Mbl
JIOJIKHBI BBISICHUTB, YTO CIIyYHIJIOCH ¢ CakepyKOM U C MOEU JOUYEPBIO.

Hy na... JleBouka ¢ sIpKO-CMHHMMH, Kak He0O, I7a3aMud M TEMHBIMU MYIIUCTBIMU PECHHU-
nami. .. Gapua 6e31yMHO YepTHIT MAJTOYKON O 3eMIIE.

— HaBepnoe, oH Hac He moHUMaeT! — ckazayia DIUMHOP.

®apua KUHYJI Ha HEE€ CEpAUTBIA B3IVISAA!

— 51 Bce moHuMaro!

OH npekpacHO UX MOHUMAJ, Kak Oy/ITO HUKOT/Ia HE TOBOPHII Ha APYToM si3bike. EMy Bcriom-
HUJIACh KpacHast iepkoBb. Dapu paHblle HUKOTIA HE BUEN TakuX 31aHuil, u Caxkepyk 0ObsICHII
€My, UTO paHbliIe 3TO OblIa epKoBb. OH BCIIOMHIII YeJIOBEKa C HOXKOM. TaKuX JIIofIeH B €ro mpex-
Hel KU3HM ObLJI0 MHOTO. BCce OHM OYeHB JTFOOMIIM CBOM JUIMHHBIC HOXKHM M C UX TTOMOIIBIO COBEP-
IIaJIM Y>KaCHbIE BEILIH.

— T ke cOexuIlb, eciu 5 pa3BsikKy Tebs. — apua HepemuTeaTsHO cMOTpen Ha Mo.

— He Ootics, e coery. Mnu Tbl 1 mpaBaa JTymaellb, YTO s OCTaBIIO CBOIO J04b y bacTel u
Kanpukopna?
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Ha, ato ux umena. bacra u Kanpukops. YenoBek ¢ HOXOM U YEJIOBEK ¢ OECIIBETHBIMU, BOIS-
HUCTBIMU IV1a3aMu — pa300itHuK 1 yOuiina. @apuj 3Hai1 0 HEM Bce — 110 BeuepaM y koctpa Caxepyk
0 MHOTOM €MY pacCKa3bIBall.

— Jlyuwie noiiny s, — ckazan Papuj, ¢ TAKOW CHWIOW BOTKHYB B 3€MJIIO NAJOYKy, YTO OHA
ciomaiiack. — S yMmero yKkpaikoil poOHHMKaTh B UyKue AEPEBHU, 10Ma U J1axe IBOpLbl. Tak s paHbllie
3apabarbIBaJl HA )KU3Hb. Thl )K€ 3HAEUIb.

Mo KHBHYIL.

— OHu Bceraa nocbuliaiiu MeHs, — npogosmkan Papun. — Kro 3anoqo3put Xyaromero Maib-
yniKy? S Mor Bce pa3BeaTh: KOrjja MEHSIOTCS YaCOBbIE, TJIE JIErUe CKPBIThCS, I71€ )KUBET ITIaBHBIN
Oorateit ropoaa. Eciiu Bce mpoxoauIio IIaaKo, OHU JaBajd MHE €1y. A €Clu 4TO-TO ObUIO HE Tak
— Owmn, Kak co0axy.

— Onu? — cnpocumna DIUHOP.

— Pa36oiinuku, — otBeTHi1 Papua M cTajl CMOTPETh BHU3 HA JIEPEBHIO, HAa KPBILIU JOMOB,
OCBEIIIEHHbIE IEPBBIMU JTy4aMH COJIHLIA.

— JlangHo, — cka3an Mo, — MOKeT, Tl 1 nTpas. Viin 1 Bce pa3y3Haid, TOJBKO CHaYala pas3Bsiku
HAac, BE/Ib €CJIM OHU TeOsI MOMMAIOT, MBI HE CMOXKeM TeOe ToMoub. Y TOTOM, eciti BAPYT MOSIBUTCS
3Mesi, XOUeTCsl, YTOOBI PyKH OBUTH CBOOOIHBL.

DIUHOP KUCITYTaHHO OTVISTHYJAach, Kak Oy/ITO U BOpaBy YCIbIIIaia, Kak mois3eT 3mes. Dapua
BIVISABIBAJICS B IMIO Mo, IBITasCh MOHATH, MOTYT JIM €r0 IVla3a JOBEPATh 3TOMY YEJIOBEKY, BEIb
yIIK U TaK eMy Bepuiau. HakoHen, He IPOPOHUB HHU CJIOBA, OH BHITAIMI U3-32a MOsica HOX, Ioja-
peHHblil emy CakepykoM, U pa3pesall CBsI3bIBaBIINE IIJICHHUKOB BEPEBKHU.

— CnaBa 60ry! — BOCKJIIMKHYJIa DIIMHOP, pacTUpasi 3aTeKIIHe PYKH B HOTH. — Bee Teno oHe-
MEJIO0, CTaJIO KaK IEPEBSIHHOE, HUUETO HE UyBCTBYI0. A Thl Kak, MopTumep? Pa3oruyTbcest Moxelnb?

@apuj mIAaen Ha Hee ¢ JTF000IBITCTBOM.

— Trl coBceM He moxoxka Ha ero keHy. Tbl ero Marh? — CIIpoCHJI OH, yKa3biBast Ha Mo.

JInno DAMHOP NOKPBUIOCH KPACHBIMU MSITHAMHU.

— la te1 uT0? Kak TbI MOT mogymars Takoe? Heyskenu s BBINISIKY Kak crapyxa? — Ho, ocMmoT-
pPEeB CBOM HOTH, OHA COTJIACHJIach: — A BIpoueM, BO3MOxHO. Ho kak ObI TO HU OBLIIO, 51 €My HE MaTh.
W Merru s He Math, eciu Tebe Takoe B30peneT B rooBy. Mou aetu ObutM U3 OyMaru v YepHHUIL.
A 3TOT, — KMBHYJIa OHa BHU3, [JI€ CKBO3b JINCTBY KPAaCHEIM YepenuyHble Kpblllin AepeBHU Kampu-
KOpHa, — Besen ux youts. Ho oH packaercs, y:x moBepbh MHE.

®apu U3yMIIEHHO ycTaBuiIcs Ha Hee. OH HUKaK HE MOT IPeACTaBUTh cebe, uto KanpukopH
UCIYTaeTCsl JKEHIIMHBI, KOTOpasl 3a/bIXajlach, MIOJAHUMASACh B TOPKY, U Oosutack 3Mel. Her, ecnu
YeNI0BEeK C OECIBETHBIMH IJ1a3aMH M OOSIICS Y4ero-To, To ToJIbKo cMepTH. Ho ee Gosites Bee. A 1o
BUTY DJIMHOP MOKHO OBLJIO TOYHO CKa3aTh, YTO OHA HE CIIOCOOHA Ha youiicTBo. Kak n BomnmeOHbIi
S3BIK.

— A t1e ke MaTh AeBoYKkH? — poOko cripocun dapu.

Mo noracui KocTep U B35 €llle CyXapel — HECKOJIBKO KyCOUKOB JIEKAIH MEXKIY 3aKOIMYEH-
HBIMU KaMHSIMHU.

— Ee yxe 1aBHO HeT, — cka3aji oH. — Merru Obu1o Torna Tpu rojaa. A riae TBos MaTh?

[oxxaB mieuamu, @apus B3mISHYT Ha HE00. OHO OBLUIO TAKUM SIPKO-CUHUM, KakK OyATO HOUU
BOBCE HE OBLJIO.

— Hy, g noixy, — ckazan oH H, CIIpsITaB HOXK, MOTSHYJICS 3a prok3akoMm Caxepyka.

I'BuH cnan Henmojaneky oT HUX, YIOTHO CBEPHYBIIHMCH MEX1y KOPHIMHU JepeBa. Papuj noa-
HSUT €T0 U CTaJj 3alMXuBaTh B prok3ak. KyHuiia ctana conpoTuBIsATHCS, HO MAJIBYUK IIOYECal ee 3a
YXOM U 3aBs3aJ1 PIOK3aK.

— 3auem oH TeOe? — yauBIEHHO cripocuia DiauHop. — Ero 3amax BeigacT te0si.
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— Ilpuroaurcs, — orBeTms1 Papuj, 3aNMXKBas KOHUUK MYIIUCTOTO XBOCTA, TOPYABIIMHN U3
prok3aka. — OH yMHBIH. YMHee cobaku u BepOitona. OH MOHUMAET, UTO €My TOBOPSIT, 1 TTIOMOXKET
HaiTu Caxepyka.

Mo, nopBIBIIMCH B KApPMaHaXx, JOCTaJ KJIIOYOK OyMaru.

— @apu, He 3Har0, CyMeellb JIU Thl BBIICHUTB, I7I€ OHU Jiep>KaT Merru, — cka3ajl OH U OTpbI3-
KOM KapaHjaiia ObICTPO Hammcaj YTo-TO Ha OyMa)kke, — HO TIOIBITANCS Mepearh e BOT 3TO.

®apu B34 JIMCTOK U MTOBEPTEIN €r0 B pyKax.

—Yt0 TYT HanucaHo? — COpPOCUII OH.

OJIMHOP BBIXBATUJIA Y HETO 3alKCKY.

— Yept mobepu, Moptumep! — BockimkHyna oHa. — Kakasi-To kuraiickas rpamotal

Mo ynbIOHYynCS:

— Oro Ham TaiHbI mudp. Tak Mer ¢ Merru nucanu apyr apyry nucbMa. OHa Biageer
MacTEepPCTBOM TaWHOIIMCH TOPA3/0 JydIle MeHs. A ThI pa3Be HE y3Haelb 3TOT mudp? MbI mo3a-
MMCTBOBAJIM €ro U3 ofHOM KHUTH. S Hamucan: «He BomHylics, MBI psioM, CKOpo 3abepem TeOs.
Mo, Dnunop, @apuay. DTy 3aMUCKy HE CMOXKET MTPOYECTh HUKTO, KpoMe Merru.

— Hy nagno, — mpoGopmotana Dnunop, Bo3Bpamias dapuay 3anucky. — Ecnu ona nmomanet
B Uy’)KHE PyKH, HAaBEPHOE, TaK Oy/IeT JIydIle — BAPYT KTO-HUOYIb M3 3TUX OaHIUTOB BCE JKE YMEET
YUTATh.

@apuj, CIOKUB 3allUCKy TaK, YTO OHA CTajla Pa3MEPOM C MEJKYI0 MOHETY, CIIpSTal €€ B
KapMaH.

— 51 BepHYCBb, KOIZ1a COJIHIIE JOMAET BOH J0 TOTO XOJIMa, — CKa3ajl OH. — A €CJIH HeT...

— ... To s moiiy TeOst mcKaTh, — 3aKOHYMI 32 HeTo Mo.

— U 1 Toxe, — nmpucoennHuIach DIUHOP.

He ckazas Oosnbiie HU cioBa, @apu moien Toi ke Joporo, kakoi yxoaun Caxepyk B Ty
HOYb, KOIJIa OH MCYE3 TaK BHE3AIHO, KaK OyJATO €ro MomioTHWIA NPUBUAEHUS, JOKUJABLINECS B
TEMHOTE.
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Mex Ha NOAOKOHHUKe

U nuwb a3vik 3awuaem Hac om cmpaxa nepeo mem, Yemy Hem
HA36AHUSL.
T. Moppucon. Hobenesckas nexyusa 1993 2.

YTpom Ilnockonoc npunec Merru u ®@enomnno 3aBrpak. [IpaBaa, kpome xneda U MaciuH,
KOTOpBIE UM OOBIYHO J1aBajii, OH, KPUBO YIBIOHYBIIUCH, TOCTABHUII Ha CTON KOPEHHUK, KOP3UHKY
¢ ppyKTaMu U TapesKy MUPOKHBIX. Merru coBceM He MOoHpaBuiach yxmblika [lnockonoca.

— Oto nyst Tebs, mpuHIlecca! — cka3and OH M YUIMITHYI AEBOYKY 3a LIEKY TOJCTHIMU Majb-
namMu. — YToObl MOJKPENHUTh TBOW TONIOCOK. B JepeBHE Takoe OXKMBJIEHHE U3-3a MPEACTOsIIEH
ka3Hu! 51 Bcerma roBOpuil: JOKHO OBITH B KHU3HU YTO-TO €I, KPOME BEIIaHUs JOXIIBIX METYXOB
U CTPENbOBI MO KOILIKaM.

®enonro nocmotpen Ha [lnockoHoca ¢ TakuM OTBpaIieHneM, OyATO HUKaK HE MOT TIOBEpPUTh,
YTO TaKOT'O MEP3aBIia COTBOPUIIO €TI0 MEPO.

— 51 cepresno! [laBHeHBKO Yy HAC He ObUIO MPUITIOAHBIX Ka3Hel! — paccyxnan [1nockoHoc,
HanpaBJIssach K ABepu. — Kaskapiii pas, Koraa Hy»KHO ObLIO KOTO-TO yOpaTh, Jeaiu 3TO HE3aMETHO,
YTOOBI BHIIVISI/IENO KaK HECUACTHBIN cay4ail. A yIoBOJIbCTBUE B 3TOM Kakoe? Jla Hukakoro. He To
YTO B CTapble JOOpbIE BpeMeHa — 3aCTOJbE C BBHIMMBKOM, TaHIbI, My3bIKa... Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 Bce
OyIeT Kak moyiaraercsl.

DeHONMHNOo YyTh HE MOMEepXHYIIC Kode.

—To1 4TO, HE paj 3TO cIbIaTh? — ¢ u3AeBKoM cripocuil [mockonoc. — Y& noeps, KanpukopH
YCTPOUT U3 3TOM Ka3HM HAcTos1Iee 3penuie!

— Vi nyuiie 6 Tbl MOT4Yal, — MPoOOpPMOTAaIl HeCUaCTHBIN DEeHOHO.

TyT pazgaincs CTyK B IBepb, U B KOMHATy poOKo 3arisHyn lapuyc.

— IlpoctuTte, — cka3an o u mocMoTpen Ha [Imockonoca. B ma3zax urena ObLT TOT e cTpax,
YTO U 'y ITUYKHU, KOTOPOU HY’KHO YCKOJIB3HYTb OT FOJIOJHOM KOIIKH. — KanmpuKopH. .. mpuka3ai MHE
MOCIYIIAaTh, KAK IEBOYKA YUTAET. ..

— Hy 3axonu! MoseT, XOTb CerofHsI OHA BBIYUTAET YTO-HUOY/Ib JenbHOe. bacTa moka3siBal
MHE Ty (ero. Tak y Hee Jake MbUIbIIBI HET, YK KaK Mbl ee HU Tpsciu. — [InockoHoc Opocun Ha
Merru B3151/], B KOTOPOM OTBpAalIEHUE CMENIMBAIOCh C mouTeHueM. [loxoxe, oH mpuHUMa ee 3a
BeAbMy. — [TocTyun moTom, s TeOs BBIMYIIY, — CKa3all OH, BHIXOJS U3 KOMHATHI.

Japuyc KuBHYI M, TOTONTABILIKCH B IBEPSX, CMYILASICh, C€l 3a CTOA. OH TaK *aJqHO CMOTPEN
Ha QpyKThl, 4T0 DEHONMO MOAOABUHYN €My KOP3HHKY. J[apuyc HEpelmuTeNbHO B3I abpuKoc U
C TakuM OJaroroBeHHEM MOJOXKHUII €ro B POT, Kak OyATO 3HaJ, 4TO YK HHUKOTAa OOJblle eMy He
NPUAETCS OTBEJATh TAKOTO JAKOMCTBA.

— 9710 Bcero auib abpukoc! — ¢ uponueit BocknukHyn @enonno. — He ouens penkuii Gppykrt
B 3TUX MECTax.

Japuyc HecMelo BBIIUTIOHYI B JIaIOHb KOCTOUKY.

— Korna mens nep»anu B3anepTy B 3TOM KOMHATE, — cKa3ajl OH, — MHE J1aBaJId TOJIBKO YepCT-
BbIif x71€6. M kHuru mou otoOpanu. [IpaBna, HEKOTOpbIE MHE BCE )K€ YIAI0Ch CIIPSATAaTh, U, KOTAA OT
TOJIOZIa ypyalo B XKEIYIKE, sl pa3IsablBal KApTUHKU B ATHX KHIDKKax. Ha camoif kpacuBoii Oblin
HapucoBaHbl abpukochl. MIHOTAA 1 4acaMu CMOTpEN Ha HUX M TOJbKO oOmu3biBaics. C Tex mop,
KOTJIa 51 X BUXKY, HE MOTY HUYETO C COOOM MOJeNaTh.

Merru, npotsnyB Jlapuycy ele oauH abpUKoC, CIIPOCHIA!

— Onu Te6s yacTo 3anupanu?
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— [louTtn kaxabli pa3, Korja s HeyAadyHo YUTal, — [I0KaB XyJIbIMH IUI€4aMH, OTBETHII OH. —
Hy... npakruuecku Bcerna. Ho motom oHu nepecranu MeHs 3amuparb, IOTOMY 4TO, HABEPHOE,
HOHSUIU, YTO OT CTpaxa, KOTOPBI OHU MHE BHYILAIOT, S BCE PaBHO HE MOTY 4MTaTh jJyuie. [laxe
Hao0opoT... — Jlapuyc HepBHO OMIsAHYJCS Ha JABephb U mpouentan: — Hanpumep, [1nockoHoca s
BBIUMTAJ, KOTAa psaaoM ctosl bacta ¢ HoxkoMm. U BOT 4TO M3 3TOr0 moiy4yusiock... — OH cHOBa
HOXaJl IIeyaMHu.

Merru nocMoTpela Ha HEro ¢ CO4yBCTBUEM U JPOXKAIIMM OT BOJIHEHHS F'OJIOCOM CIIPOCHIIA:

— A JKEHIIMH Thl TOXKE BBIYUTHIBAI?

®denonno OpocuiI Ha Hee 00CCITOKOCHHBIN B3IJISIL.

— IIpuxonunocs, — orBetun Japuyc. — S Berunran Mopromy. OHa yBepsIeT, 4To s IpeBpaTHI
€€ B CTapyXy, KOTOopasi P Ka)KJOM 11are CKpUIIUT, Kak HecMa3zaHHas tenera. Ho MHe kaxkeTcs, 4To
C HEeM-To 5 Kak pa3 Maso uto HamyTas. CiaBa Oory, KanpukopH Toxe Tak CUUTAET.

— A MOJIOIBIX JKEHIIMH TeOe MPUXOANUIOCh BBIUUTHIBATh? — crpocuia Merru, misiisg Kyaa-
TO B IPOCTPAHCTBO.

— V3K Tyd1iie ¥ He BCIOMUHATH ! — B3M0XHYI Jlapryc. — 9T OBLIO B TOT XK€ JICHB, KOT/A S| BBIYH-
tan Moprony. KanpukopH nocenuiics Torja Ha ceBepe B CTapoM, 3a0pOIIEHHOM J0Me B ropax. S
KW HETIo/1aJIeKy BMECTE CO CBOEH cecTpoid, paboTan yunteneM. MHE HpaBHWIOCh YUTaTh BCIIYX,
U B CBOOOJIHOE BpeMs s YMTAJl B LIKOJIE WIM B OMOIMOTEKE, a JISTHUMHU BEUepaMM Ha IUIOLIaIu
win B Kade. — OH 3ayMYnBO TOCMOTPEN B OKHO, HABEPHOE BCIIOMHHUB TO CYACTIMBOE BPEMS. —
Kak-1o pa3 Ha nepeBeHCKOM IIpa3IHUKE, I1Ie s YuTall, Kaxercs, «Jlokropa JlynuTiay, MeHs 3ame-
tun bacra. Tlocne npasnHuka oH moiMain MeHsl U, Kak Oponsuyro cobaky, nmpuen k Kanpukophy.
Crauana KanpukopH Benen MHe, Kak 1 TBOEMY OTILY, BBIUUTBIBATH €MY 30J10TO0. — Jlapuyc rpycTHO
yib10Hyscst Merru. — [Torom npuka3zan BeiBecTH eMy MopTodty, a 3aTeM ciykaHoK. MHe ObUIO Tak
xanko ux! — Jpoxkammmu pykamu Jlapuyc nepenBuHyi O4ku Ha J100. — 5 y)kacHO Oosics 1 He MOT
XOpouIo yuTark. KanpukopH Aajl MHE TpU MOMNBITKU. — Jlapryc BCXJIMIIHYI, 3aKPbIB JIMILIO KOCTIIS-
BBIMH, KaK y CTapuKa, pyKaMu.

Merru He cpa3y pelmmnach 3a1aTh CJIECAYOLIUN BOIPOC.

— A ciyaHka, KOTOpy!o 30BYyT Pe3a, Toxxe Oblia cpenn HUX? — MOMSIBIINCH, BCE-TaKu CIPO-
cuna Merru. Cepaiie ee OernieHo 3a0110Ch.

Hapuyc yOpan pyku OT Jula.

— Jla, XOTs1 OHa BBIIIIA CIy4YailHO, B KHIDKKE J1aXke UMEHHU ee He Obl10. KanpukopH BooO111e-To
TpeOOoBaJ JPYyTyI0 KEHIIUHY, HO, KOT/Ia MOsIBIIIAch Pe3a, s gaxe moaymal, 4To Ha 3TOT pa3 caelal
Bce Kak Hazo. OHa Obl1a HacTOAIIAsl KpacaBHlla C 30J0THIMHU BOJIOCAMU U TPYCTHBIMU IVIa3aMH. ..
Ho norom cranu 3amedars, 4T0 OHa HE MOXKET TOBOPUTH. X0Ta KanpukopHy, mo-moemy, ObUIO BCe
paBHO. — Jlapuyc BBIHYJI U3 KapMaHa MATBIA HOCOBOM IUIATOK. — Y MEHs paHbllIe JIy4lle I10IyYa-
JI0Ch, — CHOBA BCXJIMIIHYJI OH. — MOXKHO e1tie oiuH? — [ pycTHO y/IbIOHYBIIKCH, OH B35UT U3 KOP3UHKU
abpuxoc. CheB €ro U BHITEPEB PyKABOM I'yObl, OH OTKAILISJICSA U TOCMOTpen Ha Merru. 3a cTek-
JaMH OYKOB €r0 IJla3a Ka3aJluCh CTPAHHO OOJbIIMMHU. — ThI yK€ 3HaeIlb, YTO HA 3TOM... Npas3i-
HUKE... KOTOpBINA coOupaercst ycTpouth KanpukopH, Tede mpuaercss YutaTh BCiayx «UepHHIpHOe
cepue», — CKazajl OH, OTYIUB [V1a3a U BOJIA MaJIbLEM 0 Kpato cTosa. — KHura XxpaHurcst B TallHOM
MecTe, 0 KOTOpoM 3HaeT TosibKo KanpukopH. Ho 0H xoueT npoBepUTh TBOW TAJIaHT, TIOATOMY HaM
notpedyercs apyrast kaura. CiaBa 60Ty, B 3TOH JepeBHE elle OCTaIUCh KHUTH, IPaBaa, HEMHOTO,
HO MHE BeJienu BeIOpath oaHy. — [logHsB ronosy, apuyc cierka ynasioHyncst Merru. — Kanpukopx
HE cTaj TpeOoBaTh BHIUUTATh €MY 30JI0TO WJIM YTO-HUOYIbh B 3TOM poae. Emy mpocro Hano ybe-
JUTHCS B TBOUX CIIOCOOHOCTSIX, TIOATOMY sI BEIOpas1 BOT ATY. — Jlapryc 1ocTasl HEOOIBIIYIO0 KHIKKY
Y TIOJIOKHJI €€ Ha CTOJI.

— «XaHc Kpuctunan Angepcen. Ckaszkw», — npountana Merru Ha oOJl0OKKe U, B3IJIIHYB Ha
Hapuyca, nobaBmia: — 3ameuaTenbHas KHIKKA.
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— la, — comacuncs ToT. — Cka3ku AHAEpCeHa OYEHb XOPOIIME, HO TaKUE MeyallbHbIE. —
O06oiins BOKpPYT CTOJNA, OH PACKPBHUI KHUTY € TIOKEITEBIIMMHU CTPAHUIIAMU B TOM MECTe, Te Oblia
3aJl0’keHa JJIMHHAs TpaBUHKA. — CHauyana st BbIOpasl CBOIO JIFOOMMYIO CKa3Ky IO COJOBbs. Tbl
yyTaia ee?

Merru kuBHYyIIA.

— ITorom s BcioMHMI Ty (€10, KOTOPYIO ThI BBIYHMTANa BUepa. Eil TUIOXO NMPUXOAWUTCS B
OyThUIKE, B KOTOPYIO ee nocanun bacra, — nponomkan apuyc. — [ToaToMy s mogymait: MOXeT,
CTOUT MOYMTATh PO OJOBSIHHOIO COJIIaTHKA?

Merru monuana. CTOMKUN OJIOBSHHBIN CONAATUK B OyMakHOM KopaOmuke... OHa BApyT
BOOOpa3uiia: BOT OH CTOUT Iepe]l HEMl OKOJI0 KOP3UHKH C (PpyKTaMH.

— Hert! — cka3ana Merru. — Sl Hudero He Oyny BbrunuThiBaTh Kanpukopny. Jlaxe mist mpoOst!
S xe emy roBopmiia! Ckaku emy, 4To st TpoOoOBaa, HO HUYETO HE BBIIILIO.

I'maza /lapuyca cBETUIMCH COYYBCTBUEM.

— 51 651 ¢ pagocThio, HO Copoka. .. — OH MOCHENTHO 3a)aJ poT pykoil. — O, MPOCTHUTE, 5T UMET
B BUy rocrnoxy Mopromy. Tel Oynemib untars eii. MHe Obl10 BEJIEHO JIHILb BHIOPATh OTPHIBOK U3
KHUTH.

Merru npezacrasuiia cede NTUYbU [T1a3KU ITOH OCOOBI.

«A ecay HapO4HO NMPUKYCUTH ceOe A3bIK?» — [MOIyMalia OHa, BCIOMHUB, KaK OJJHAXK/bl HEva-
SIHHO TaK CHJIBHO NIPUKYCHJIA €70, YTO OH paciyX U OHU ¢ Mo J1Ba THS 00bsACHSINCH KecTamu. OHa
onsHynack Ha GeHonmo.

— Cuenail, 4TO OHU BEJIAT, — CKa3aJl TOT, YEM OueHb yauBui ee. — Coriacuch YUTATh CTApyXe,
HO C yCJIOBHEM, YTO Thl OCTABHIIb OJIOBIHHOTO coygatuka cede. Ckaxu, 4To Tede CKyYyHO H ThI
XOYeIllb C HUM TOUTPaTh. A €Ille CKaXKd, YTO XOUelIb PHCOBATh, U TIOMPOCH Oymary U KapaHmamin.
[Tonsna? Baxkno, 4ToOBI OHA COTTIaCHIIACh HA 9TO, @ TaM BUIHO OY/IET.

Merru He MOHMMAaJa, 3a4€M BCE ITO HYXHO, HO cripocuTh deHonmo He ycmnena: 1Bepb OTBO-
puiachk u B koMHary Bomwia Copoka.

VYBunes ee, lapuyc Tak OBICTPO BCKOUMJI, UTO CTOJKHYJ CO CTOJIa Tapenky Merru.

— Ox, npocTH, IpocTu! — MPOMSIMIIUI OH, TOI0MPasi KOCTISIBBIMU MaIbIIaAMHU OCKOJIKH, U TaK
HopaHWI1 OOJIBIION MaJel, YTO KPOBb 3aKariajia Ha JEpEeBSHHBIH MOJI.

— Bceragaii, Henoymok! — B cepauax npukpukHyiaa Moprosa. — Tl okas3an el KHUTY, KOTO-
pYIO OHa J0JKHA YuTaTh? — Jlapuyc KUBHYJ U yCTaBWIICA Ha Ope3aHHbIi nanen. — Torna nouen
npoub! CTynaii Ha KyXHIO IOMOTaTh CITy’KaHKaM IIUIATh Kyp.

Jlapuyc CKpHBHJICS OT OTBpAILIEHHSI, HO TIEPEUYUTh HE MOCMeN U, OpocuB Ha Merru cocTpa-
JaTeIbHbIN B3I, MOJTYA TIOKJIOHWICS U UCYE3 32 IBEPHIO.

Copoka nocmoTpenia Ha Merru u HeTepnennBo cKa3aja:

— Hauunaii, na unraii kak cnenyet! C BeipakeHrem!

Merru npuBuHyia K ce0e KHUTY.

— «...Conpatuk mojeTen roJioBOl BHU3 C TPEThETr0 3Ta)ka — TOJBKO B YIIaX 3acCBUCTENO!
MuHyTa — 1 OH y’K€ CTOSJI Ha MOCTOBOM KBEPXY HOT'OM: TOJIOBA €r0 B KACKE U PY’KbE 3aCTPSUIH
MEXTy KaMHSIMH MOCTOBOW» 4. — MerTn BBIYHMTAJIa OJIOBSIHHOTO COJIIATHKA.

Eii moka3anoch, 4T0 OH MPOCTO yIaj ¢ MOTOJKA.

Copoxka cxBaTuiia €ro U cTaja pa3misablBaTh, IOTOM CyHYJa B KapMaH KO(ThI, CBA3aHHOMN U3
rpy0oil mepcru.

— MoxHo st BO3pMYy ero cebe? — pobko cripocuia Merru.

Copoka ocTaHOBUJIACh B IBEPSAX U OCMOTpEJIa Ha JIEBOUKY CBOUMHU NTUYBUMH IV1a3aMHu.

—3aueM OH BaM? — 3aMHAACK, cka3ana Merru. — S Ob1 urpasia ¢ HUM, a TO MHE 371eCh CKy4HO.
Hy noxanyiicra, ocraBbre ero mue!

14 3nech n nanee nepeBoa A. I'aH3eH.
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— [Monyuums ero, ecnu Kanpukoph pazpemmut! — ckazana Copoka u yiuia.

— bymara! — Bocknuknayn @enonno. — Tel 3a0bu1a po Oymary u kapanjaai!

— M3BunHH! — npobopmorana Merru.

Ona He 3a0bU1a po Oymary. OHa TIPOCTO HE pemuniIach 00paTuThes K Copoke eIe ¢ OHON
npocb00il. Y Hee 1 6€3 TOro cepiie KoJI0THIOCh TaK, YTO Ka3aJl0Ch, BOT-BOT BBINPBITHET U3 TPY/IU.

— Hy 49ro %, TOrma Mae npuaercst pa3fnoObITh UX KAaKUM-HUOYAb APYTHM CIIOCOO0M, — CKa3ai
®enonuno. — BoT Toipk0 Kakum?

Merru nopouia K OKHY U, IPUCIOHUBIINCH JI0OM K CTEKIIY, CTajla CMOTPETh, KaK CIyKaHKU
KamnpukopHa 1mosonu 1 noaBsi3pIBajgy HOMUAOPHIL.

«HMHTepecHo, uTo ckazan 0bl Mo, eciu Obl y3Hal, 4TO 5 TOXKE TaK yMEI? — AymMasa OHa. —
“Koro TbI BerunTana, Merru? — cripocun 061 oH. — beaasokky uHb-J{MHB U CTOMKOTO OJIOBIHHOTO
conaaruka?”’y

— Jla, — mpobopmorania Merru, pucys najiblieM Ha CTEKIIE HeBUANMYIO OykBY «M». — beanas
(es1, OeHbIN ONOBIHHBIN connatuk, Oenubiii Caxkepyk ... — CHOBa MMoyMaB O TOH KEHIIMHE C
TEMHBIMU BOJIOCAMH, OHa npoumentaia: — Pe3a... Tepesa.

OT10 OBLIO UMS €€ MaTepH.

B3noxuyB, Merru oTBepHyaach OT OKHA, HO B MOCIEAHUNA MOMEHT KpaeM IJlaza 3aMeTHiIa,
KaK C TOH CTOPOHBI OKHa, C YJIUIIbI, U3-110J] KAPHU3a BBINIAABIBAET MyILIUCTasi MOpaoYka. Merru
oTHpsiHyNa. Pa3zBe KpbIChl MOTYT Jia3aTh 10 cTeHaM 1IoMoB? Ho 3To Obliia He KpbIca. Y 3TOro cyiie-
CTBa MOPJIOYKa CJIMILIKOM KypHOCas AJisl KpbIchbl. MerTu cCHOBa mpuyKaiach JOOM K CTEKILY.

I'Bun!

KyHnuua cuznena Ha y3koM ITOJOKOHHUKE U COHHO CMOTpEJIa Ha HEe.

—DBpuka! — ycneimana ona rojoc @enonuo. — Y mens unes! bymary nam paznoOyner bacra.

Merru 04eHb MEUIEHHO OTKPBUIa OKHO, YTOOBI ' BUH OT HCITyra He yrnasa BHU3 Ha OyIIbDK-
HUKH, KOTOPHIMHU OBLIT BBIMOIICH JIBOP. YU OH C TAKOH BBICOTHI, OT HETO OB MOKPOTO MECTa He
ocTanock. Merru ApoXamuMH rmajbIiaMuy noraauia [ BuHa 1o crimHe, CXBaTuiIa ero 1 ObICTPO BTa-
II1JIa B KOMHATY. 3BEPEK JIMILb JI3THYJI OCTPhIMU 3yOKaMu, HE YCIIEB LIAMHYTh €€ 3a pyKy. JleBouka
OCTOPOXKHO TIOCMOTpEJIa BHU3 — HUKTO HUYETO HE 3aMETW: ciiy>kaHku KampukopHa, COrHYBILINCH
710 36MJIM, B MOKPBIX OT IIOTA IUIAThSAX MOJIOJIN IPAIKU HA MaJIAILIEM COJHIIE.

[Ton omeitarkoM ['BUHA ObLIa CIIpsATaHA 3aMTBUTABIIASCS 3aIMCKA, KOTOPYIO KTO-TO MPUBS3AIT
KyCOYKOM BEPEBKH, CJI0KHB MHOIO-MHOTO Pa3.

— 3aueM Thl OTKpbUIa OKHO? Ha ynuiie Takas xe »xapa, kak u B komHate! Mbl... — deHomnuo,
HE JIOTOBOPUB, 3aCThLJI HA MECTE U YIUBJIEHHO CMOTPEJI Ha 3BEpPbKa, CUJIEBLIETO Ha Iuiede Merru.

JleBouka crenana MperoCTeperarolfii )KeCT, MPUIOKHUB Maell K rydbam, MmoToM, MpHkKan
ynupasiierocs ['Buna k cede, mocrana u3-moj omeiHuka 3anucky. KyHuna crana yrpoxaroie
LIOKaTh U MOIBITAJIaCh CXBAaTUTh €€ 3a MaJiell — OHA He JiIo0uia, Korna ee JoJro yaep:KuBajiu, u
Kycaua 3a 1o aaxe Caxepyka.

—Yro 310 y Te0s1? Kpbica? — deHonno, CTpsXHYB OLENEHEHHE, ITo1o1e] nodunxe. Merru
OTIIyCTHUJIA KyHMILY, U Ta CHOBA MPBITHY/IA Ha MOJOKOHHUK. — KyHuna! — Bocknuknyn ®enonuo. —
Otkyna oHa TyT B3s1ach?

Merru TpeBOXKHO ocMOTpena Ha aBepb. CiiaBa 60Ty, 4acOBOW HUYETo He yciblian. OeHo-
JM0, 3a%aB POT, U3y4all ' BUHA ¢ TakMM U3yMJIEHHEM, 4TO MerTu eziBa yaepxanach OT cMexa.

— VY Hee pora! — npormenTan OH.

— Tak Beap 3TO THI IpUYMal €€ TaKuM!

I'BuH cugen Ha NOJOKOHHUKE, HEAOBOJIBHO IIYPSACh HA COJHIIE: OOBIYHO JTHEM OH crnai. Tax
KaK e OH 1oraJi crofa?

Merru BbIINIIHYJIA U3 OKHA, HO, KPOME CITy’KaHOK, HUKOTO BO JIBOpe He yBuaena. OHa oTo1uia
HoJayblie OT OKHA U CTaja YUTaTh 3aMUCKY.

— Ot TBOCTO OTHAa? — DEHOINO 3aTITHYI €1 uepes IJ1edo.
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Merru kuBHYIa, cpa3y y3HaB ero nodepk. Cepaue y Hee 3anpbiraio oT pagoctu. OHa cie-
JJIa TiIa3aMu 3a OyKBaMU C TaKOW TOCKOM, Kak OyATO OHU OBLIM TPOIIMHKOM, B KOHIIE KOTOPOH ee
*Knan Mo.

— Yo 370 32 ranumarss? — npoopuan denonno. — HeBo3MoxHO npounTars!

— Ot0 no-anbduiicku! — ynpiOHyBIIMCH, TpolenTaia Merru. — [locie Toro kak s mpounTana
«Bnacrenuna xoseny» M y3Hasla po pyHbl, Mbl ¢ Mo cTajau UCHONb30BaTh UX Kak TaiHomuch. Ho
Mo HEMHOXKO pa3ydniics UMH MUCaTh, HaJleNal CTOIBKO OMIMOOK.

— JlagHo, a YTO TaM BCE-TaKH HamMcaHo?

Merru npouuTana 3anucKy BCIyX.

— @apua? OTo eme KTo?

— Mansuuk. Ter Bugen ero. Mo Beraurtan ero u3 « Teicstun u onHoi Houm». OH 6611 ¢ Caxke-
PYKOM, KOrzia TOT yOexkan OT TeOsl.

Merru croxuia 3alMCcKy U CHOBA BBIIVISIHYJIA B OKHO. OlHA U3 CITYy’KaHOK, Pa30THYB CIIUHY,
CTpsIXMBaJa C pyK 3€MJIIO U 33JyMYMBO CMOTpEJIa Ha BHICOKYIO CTEHY, CIOBHO MeuTaja BbIPBATHCS
Ha BOJIIO, ITULIEH NIEPETIETEB Yepe3 Hee.

Kax xe ['sun monan crona? Heyxenu cam Hamien gopory? 9T1o O0b110 HeBepossTHO. KTo-To
€My IOMOT.

Merru cripsiTana 3anucKy B pykase. [ BUH Tak ¥ cujieln Ha nolokoHHUKe. COHHO 1ypsICh, OH
BBITSIHYJT IICI0 U TIPUHIOXUBAJICS — MOXKET, UysJI rOyOeii, KOTOpbIe HHOT/Ia CaAMIINCh Ha OKHO.

— Iloxopmu ero xy1e60M, 4TOOBI He cOexal, — menorom nonpocuna Merru deHomnmo u cra-
LIWIA ¢ KPOBAaTH CBOM PIOK3aK.

I'ne e pyuxa? U xapanjgam Kyna-to nojeajics. AX, BOT OH. OlHMH OrpbI30K U OCTAJICS.
Ho rne B3ate Oymary? OHa BbITallnMiaa U3-10J Marpaca Kakyro-To KHUTY Jlapuyca u akkypaTHO
OTOpBaJia CTpaHUUKy (op3ara. Hukoraa B )Ku3HU OHA HE MO3BOJIsUIA cebe HUUEero moxo0HOro, HO
ceifuac 310 ObUTO HEOOXOAUMO.

Ona onycTuaach Ha KOJIEHU U MPSMO Ha MOy IPUHAJIACH IUCATh OTBET, YMEIIO BHIBOJIS HJIb-
¢wuiickue pyHsl. FIX OHa MOTJIa HalmMCaTh AaXe ¢ 3aKPHITHIMU IIa3aMH CaMOW TEMHOM HOYBIO.

«MBpI B mopsiake. S Toxe Tak ymero, Mo! f Beruntana J{unb-/{unse, a 3aBTpa Beuepom Kanpu-
KOPH BeJIeJI MHE BHIUUTATh TeHb U3 «UepHUIBHOTO cep/ilia», YToObl OHA yHHUTOXKMIAa Caxepykay.

Omna Hu4ero He Hanucasia HU 0 Pe3e, Hu 0 TOM, YTO, BOBMOXKHO, BUJI€JIa CBOIO MaTh, KOTOPOH,
€CJIM HUKTO He nomenaer KanpukopHy, ocTanoch )KUTh BCEro /iBa JHS. Takue HOBOCTH HE MOIIIU
YMECTHTBCS JJaKe Ha caMol OOJIbINOH Oymare.

I'Bun rpei3 x11ed, koTopsiid nan emy deHonno. Merru Cioxuia 3anmucKy U MpHUBs3alia ee K
OILLICHHHKY 3BEPbKA.

— Bynw ocToposken! — mpoimienrtana oHa eMy U Opocuiia OcTaTKu xjieda BO ABOP.

Kynuna nerko coexana BHU3 110 creHe. OJiHa U3 CITy’KaHOK BCKPUKHYJA, KOTJIa OHA IPOCKO-
ymia y Hee 1o Horamu. OHa npoKpHyaja OCTaJbHBIM JKEHIIMHAM 4TO-To Mpo Kyp Kampukopna,
HO 3BEpbKa y>K€ U CJIe/] IPOCTHLI.

— 3HauuT, TBOW oTel mpuien 3a T000i! — npomenTtan deHoauo u BcTal psaoM ¢ Merru
y OTKpBITOrO OokHa. — OH I1e-To TaM, 3a CTEHOU, — COIIYPHJICS CTapuK, IVIsiIsl Ha coiHIe. — Bee
OyzeT Xopo1o, 5 ke TOBOpwI. M 0loBSIHHOTO conpaTtuka Tede OTnaayT. A Teneps, — CKaszaji OH, —
HE T'peX BOCIIOJIB30BAThCS T€M, 4yTO bacTta Takoil cyeBepHblid. Kakas ynaua, 4to s npuaymain emy
3TOT MaJIEHbKUI HEA0CTaTOK!

Merru He TOHMMAaJa, 0 YeM OH TOBOpHUT. OHa JyMaia TOIbKo 00 ogHOM: Mo 371eCh.
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TeMHOe mecTO

— Morcum, npusmens, — npoxpunen Jlykac, — kopomxoii bviia Hauia
noezoka. Kanv, umo menepv mebe npudemcs pasoeiums Mo Yuacme.

Jicum 6300xHY.

— Mut o1ce ¢ moboti Opy3vs, — Muxo Omeemusl OH U NPUKYCUL HUNCHIOHO
2y0y, umobwsl oHa He Opodicana.
M. ioe. /[rcum Ilyzoexa u Jlykac-mawunucm

Caxepyk ayman, uro KampukopH 10 camMoil Ka3HH OCTaBHT MX B 3TOW MPOKISATON CETKE,
HO OHH IMPOBHCENU B HEHl TOIBKO OIHY HOYb, KOTOpas Moka3ajach eMy OeckoHedyHOW. PaHHUM
YTPOM, KaK TOJBKO MEPBbIE COTHEUHBIEC TyUn KOCHYIIUCH CTEH IIepKBH, bacTa mpukasan cnycTuTh
ux. Caxkepyk co CTpaxoM B Jyliie moaymai, yto KanpukopH pemni n30aBUThCS OT HUX KaK MOXKHO
ObICTpEe, U HE MOT CIPABUTHCS C APOXKbI0 B HOrax. OH He TOHUMAJ, TOYeMy TakK JIPOKAaT KOJICHU —
OT CTpaxa WM OTTOTO, YTO OH ITPOBHCEI HOUB B ceTKe. J[a)ke mouyBCTBOBAB MO/ COOON KaMEHHBIN
TI0JI, OH €]1Ba JICPIKaJICS Ha HOTaX.

— 51 ObI ¢ yOOBONBCTBHEM OCTaBUI TeOs OONTaThCsl HABEPXY, — CKa3zad eMy bacTa, moka ero
aronu BeITackuBanu Caxkepyka U3 CeTKH, — HO KanpuKkopH permi 3amnepeTh Bac B CKIIEH, YTOObI
OCTaTOK CBOEH KOPOTKOM JKM3HHU BbI IIPOBEJIU TaM.

CaxxepyK OYYBCTBOBaJ 00JErYeHNe — XOTh Ha MIaXOK, HO CMEPTh BCE-TAaKU OTCTYTMHIIA.

— KanpukopH, HaBepHOE, 37TUTCS OTTOTO, YTO KTO-TO 3HAET O €r0 IPA3HBIX IJIAHAX, KOTOPHIE
OH 00CYXJIaeT C BaMHU, — CKa3asl OH. — A MOXKET, OH IIPOCTO XOYET, YTOOBI A0 31adoTa Mbl AOILIN
CBOMMH HOT'aMH?

[IpoBenu Caxxkepyk elle olHy HOYb B CETKE, OH BOOOIIE 3a0bl1 Obl, 4TO Takoe Horu. Ilpe-
BO3Moras 00J1b, OH CIyckascs 3a bacToil o necTHuIle B CKJIeN HEYBEPEHHOM, CTIOBHO y CTapuKa,
noxonkoi. Pe3a Toxe 1uta cnoTeIkaschk — ei, OenHsKKe, ObLIOo elne Xyxe. Korna oHa mocKonb3Hy-
Jach Ha CTymneHbke, bacta moaxBaTuil ee moa pyKy, HO OHa BBIPBAJIACh M MMOCMOTpPENA Ha HEro ¢
TaKOH HEHABUCTBHIO, YTO OH OOJIBIIIE HE MPUKAcaCs K HEl.

B niepkoBHOM ckJienie ObUIO CHIPO M XOJOAHO JaKe B TaKylO JKapy, Kakas CTosja B 3TH JHU,
KOTJ/Ia OT COJIHIIA Ha KpbIIaxX IIaBUjIach yepenuiia. B moaBane ctapoil IEpKBH Maxjo MbIIIAMH,
IUIECEHBIO U elle 4eM-To — Caxkepyk He MOT pacrlo3HaTh TOT 3anax. [locenuBiucey B 3a0poIieH-
HOIi nepeBHe, KanpukopH Besen 3a0paTh pelieTkaMu y3Kue KIETYIIKH, I7ie B KAMEHHBIX rpodax
MOKOWJIUCH JJABHO yMEpIINe CBSIEHHUKU. « /{151 TeX, KTO MpUroBopeH K Ka3HH, IpoObl — caMasi
MOJXOJSIIAS TOCTENbY, — 3aMETUII OH cMesich. KOMOp y Hero ObL1 0COOCHHBII.

B xoHI1e necTHHIBI, HA HUKHHUX CTYyMEHbKax, bacta rpybo MOATONIKHYI IUJIEHHUKOB — OH
0o0sJICsI MEPTBEIIOB U TOPOIIMJIICS BBIOpAThesl OTCIoAa. [IposkalumMu pykaMu OH TIOBECHIT Ha KPIOK
(hoHaph U OTKPBUI peUIETKY KaMephl. B ckiiene He ObLIO HU AIEKTPUYECTBA, HU OTOIUICHHUS, HU
npovyux Onar MUBHIIM3AIIMN — TOJIBKO KaAMEHHBIE TPOOBI-capKodaru /1a MBI, KOTOPbIC BHICKAKH-
BaJId U3 TPEIIMH B KAMHE.

— Mosker, coctaBuib HaM koMmmaHuto? — capocun Caxepyk, korna bacra BToakHya UX B
KaMepy, I7ie CTApUHHbIE CBOIYATHIE TOTOJIKU OBLITU TaKKUE HU3KHUE, UTO CTOSTH B MOJHBIN POCT OBLIO
HEBO3MOXHO. — [Tocuanm, mobonraeM o npuBUACHUSIX. S 3HAIO PO HUX MAPOYKY HOBBIX HCTOPUH.

— Jnst tebs, Caxepyk, rpod He TOHAaTOOUTCS, — Mpopbiyan bacta, ClI0BHO mec, u 3amep 3a
co00ii penieTky.

— TouHo, rpo6 He MoHamOOUTCs, pa3Be yTo ypHa. — CakepyK OTOIIEN OT PEUIETKH, YTOOBI
Bbacrta He cMOT TOTAHYTHCS 10 HETO HOXKOM. — Y Te0sl HUKaK HOBBIM aMyneT? — KPUKHYI OH, KOT/1a
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Bacra 6bu1 yxe y nectauibl. — CHOBa Kpoymnubs jlanka? S e Tebe TOBOPIIL, 4TO OHA MPUTSATHBACT
Benprx XKeHmmH, KOTOpbIe MIEMYYT 3aKIMHAHUS U HICBEJIST JICTHBIMH MajIbIIaMHU.

bacra cTosn Ha ecTHUIE K HEMY CIIMHOM, CkaB Kynaku. «Kak jerko ero Hamyrars, — 1ymail
Caxepyk. — CTOUT CKa3arhb JUIIb HECKOJIBKO CJIOB...»

— [lomMHMILIb, KaK OHU NOIOMPAOTCS K CBOEH JKEePTBE? — IPOI0JIKAN OH THXO0. — OHM IIENYyT
Tebe Ha yxo: «bacra-a-a...» — u Tebe cpa3y CTaHOBHUTCS XOJIOIHO, & TIOTOM. ..

— Ckopo oHM TBO€ MM4 IpolendyT! — He JJaB eMy JI0TOBOPUTh, UCIIyI'aHHO cKa3al bacra u
no0erkas BBEpX 10 CTyIEHbKaM, Kak OyJITO 32 HUM yxe rHaiuch bemnbie JKeHIuHbI.

Caxepyk octaincs HaeauHe ¢ Pesoii. [loxoxe, B ckiene, kpomMe HUX, OOJbIIE HE OBLIO
HU nymy. KanpukopH WHOTIA 3ammpalt 371ech KOro-HHOyIb, 4TOOBI HArHATh CTpaxy, HO OOBIYHO
Y3HUKH, OCTABJIABILINE CBOU HallapallaHHbIE Ha capkogarax MIMeHa, IpOCTo OECCIIEHO UCUE3allu.

Nx paccraBanue ¢ mupom Oyzner uHbIM. «Moe mocnieqHee nNpeacTaBIeHUE. .. — C TOPbKOU
upoHuei noxyman Caxepyk. — A MOXET, BCE, UTO 5 371€Ch IEPEXKUIT, OKAKETCS IPOCTO CTPALTHBIM
CHOM U 51 CHOBA OKaxych ioMa?» O, eciu 0 MOXKHO OBLJIO B 3TO MOBEPUTH!

Pe3a cena Ha capkogar. 910 ObLT MPOCTON KaMeHHBIN rpod. Kpblllika Ha HEM OT BpeMEHH
TPECHYJA, @ UMsI TOTO, KTO B HEM IOKOMJICS, YK€ HEBO3MOXHO ObLIO mpouuTaTh. Pesy, moxoxe,
COBCEM He IyTaJio cocencTBo ¢ MeprBenamu. A Caxkepyka?

Omn, B otiaume ot bacTsl, He 6osicst 1yxoB 1 benbix XKenmun. Eciiu 6 oHa celiyac osBHIIach
nepes HUM, OH Obl YYTHBO € Hell Mo3/10poBayics. A BOT cMepTH OH Oosuica. EMy ka3anock, 4to oH
YyBCTBYET €€ MPUCYTCTBUE, YTO OHA, KaK OOJIBIION, MEP3KHIA 3Bepb, CHIIUT Y HETO Ha TPYIU U HE
JTa€T €My JIbIILATh.

OH nons, uyto Pe3a nHabmonaer 3a HuM. [lomaHuB ero pykoii, OHa moxJjornajia no KpbILIKe
capkoara, mpuriamas cecTb, 1, J0CTaB U3 KapMaHa CBEUKY, B3IIsHYyJa Ha Hero. Caxepyk yibIo-
HYJICSI: HY KOHEYHO, Y Hero ecTh ciimyku. [Ipurpsirars oT bacTel Takyto Menousb — mpocTo AeTcKast
3a0aBa.

KannyB pacruiaBieHHBIM BOCKOM Ha capkodar, Pe3a nmpunenuina ceuky. OHa imo0unna cBedn
Y KaMEIIKU 1 BCerJja Hocuila X B kapmaHax. Ho celfuac oHa 3axkriia cBEUKy, HaBEpHOE, pajiy HETO,
IIOTOMY 4YTO 3HaJIa, KaK OH JIIOOUT OrOHb.

— 51 BUHOBAT, MPOCTU MEHS, — CKa3aJl OH, MPUKOCHYBIINCH K IUIAMEHU. — S JOIDKeH ObLI
UCKATh KHUTY OJIUH.

Omna 3akpbuia eMy poT pykod. Buaumo, 3To 03Hauano, 4YTo He3a4eM MPOCHUTH MPOILEHUS.
Munast noxs. Korna ona yopana pyky, Caxepyk, MOKaILIsAB, CIPOCHUII:

— Thl... Tak u He Haw1a ee?

Pe3a nokauana roysoBoi.

— Tak 1 u gyman, — B3I0XHYB, CKa3aJ OH.

Tummna B ckiene Obuta yXacHa.

— Pacckaku mHe uto-HHOynb, Pe3a! — Tuxo nmpousnec oH, mpuaBurasch K Heil. «Iloxamyii-
cta! — MpIcIeHHO 100aBmiI OH. — OTrOHM CTpax. YHECH Hac KyAa-HUOYAb OTCIOIay.

Pe3a 3nana MHOXkecTBO HcTOpuii. OH HE YAUBIISAJICS TOMY, OTKY/la OHU U3BECTHBI €il. OH ObLI
IPEKPACHO OCBEJOMJIEH B TOM, KTO YUTaJ €l 3TH UCTOPUH, U ITOAITOMY Cpas3y AOraaajcs, KTO OHa,
yBHzeB ee B jome KampukopHa. Mo gacTo mokasbiBai emy ee ¢ororpaduro.

Pe3a nocrana u3 kapmana kimouyok Oymaru. Kak y Caxepyka Bcerna ObuU1o mpu cede uTo-
HUOYIb Ui pa3BelieHus OorHs, Tak y Pe3bl — Oymara u KapaHpjail, ee JepeBsSHHBINA s3bIK. Ora-
POK CBEUKH, KaMEIIEK, OIPhI30K KapaHJallla, 3aladykaHHbIA KJIOYOK OyMaru y Hee He OTOMpaH,
IIOCKOJIBKY y Jitofiel KarpukopHa OHM HE BBI3BIBAIM HUKAKUX OMACCHUM.

W3naras kakyro-HUOYIb HCTOPHIO, OHA ITUCAJA TOJIBKO MOJOBUHY MpeasiokeHus, a Caxepyk
€ro 3aKaH4MBaJI — TaK MoJiydasaoch ObicTpee. Ho Ha 3TOT pas3 eil He XO0Ten0ch paccKa3blBaTh.

«Kro 312 nesouka?» — Hanucana Pe3sa.

Hy xoneuno Merru. Moxert, conrars eit? Ho oH, cam He 3Has rmoueMy, CKasall IpaBiy.
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— Ot0 no4b BommebHoro f3bika.

«CKoIIbKO et J1eT?»

— [To-mMoemy, nBeHaAaTh.

Tak u ectb, OHa J0TaMaIach. ITO OBLIO MOHSATHO IO €€ IJIa3aM, a Ila3a y Hee ObLIU KakK y
Merru, TOJBKO yCTabIE.

— Kak Boimsiaut BommeOubiii SA3pik? [1o-MoeMy, Thl MEHS yke crpainuBajia. Y HEro HeT
IpaMoOB Ha JHIIE, Kak y MeHs. — OH clerka yaslOHycs, HO Pe3a He oTBeTHIIa eMy YITBIOKOH.

«Ero nmumo Tebe 3HakoMo Jrydine, yeM Moe, — rymai Caxepyk, — HO OT MEHS ThI 00 9TOM He
y3Haelb. OH OTHsUI y MEHS LEJIbId MUP — TaK To4eMy Obl MHE HE OTHATH Y HETO KEeHY 7»

Omna BcTasna, moJHsB PyKy HaJl TOJIOBOM.

— Jla, oH BbicOKuH. BerIiie Te0s u Bbiiie MeHs. — [loueMy oH He coBpai el u B 3TOT pa3? —
Jla, BOJIOCBI Y HETO TEMHBIE, HO MHE HE XOUETCSl TOBOPHUTH O HEM. — B ero rosioce 3Byyana oduma. —
[Ipomry Tebs! — B3sB ee 3a pyky, Caxkepyk ycaaui ee psajioM ¢ coboit. — Jlydie pacckaxku MHE
4yTO-HUOY/b. CBEUKA CKOPO JOTOPUT, a IpU cBeTe GOoHAps, KOTOPHIH ocTaBuil bacta, MOXXHO TOJIBKO
pasmIsSACTh 3TH MPOKIISITHIE TPOOBL, @ HE OYKBBI.

OHa Tak IpHuCcTaILHO TOCMOTpENIa Ha HEeTo, OYy/ITO X0TeNa MPOYecTh ero MbICTH, HO Caxepyk
yMeJl CKpbIBaTh MX. Ero muio ObUIO CJIOBHO HETIPOHUIIAEMBIN IIIHT, 3aKPHIBABIIUHN €r0 OT TYXKHX
JOOOMBITHBIX B3IVISIZIOB.

Pe3sa, ckimonuBIIuck Haj Oymaroi, Hadasna nucarb: « Cirymai, MO MUJIBINA MaJIBUUK, CITyIIAH,
BHHUMaii, pa3yMeii, IOTOMY YTO 3TO CIyYUIIOCh, [IOTOMY YTO 3TO MIPOHU3OIILIO, TOTOMY YTO 3TO OBLIO
enie B Ty JaJIeKyo nopy, koraa Pyunsie JKuBotasie 6putn JKuBoTHBIME J{MKUMU.

Cobaxka 6pu1a qukas, u Jlomaap Obuta nukasi, u Koposa Obuta qukas, u OBiia Obuta 1uKkasi, u
CBuHBsI ObUTa IUKAsi — BCE OHHM OBUTH JIUKHE-TIPSIUKHE W JUKO OMyKaaym mo MokpbiM U Jlukum
Jlecam.

Ho camas nukas Owina Jlukas Komrka — oHa Opoamiia e B3IyMaeTcs W Tyjsuia cama 1o
ceben's.

Pe3a 3Hana, kakas UCTOpUS HyXHa €My ceidac.

OHa, Tak e Kak ¥ OH, OblIa Uykasi B 9TOM MUpPE, U ObLIO HEBO3MOXHO MOBEPUTH, UTO OHA
npuHaUIeKUT Bonmeobnomy S3bIKy.

15 P, Kurumnnr. Crasku. — IIep. K. YykoBckoro.
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CoobOuweHune Papuaa

— Hy xopowo, — npozosopun L{oghp. — Bom umo s eam cxaicy: eciu
KMo oymaen, 4mo y He2o ecmb NAAH NOAyyuie, RYCb NOOETUMCS UM.
M. oe Jlappaéeiimu. boppubnvi-2. B nabupunme cnupaiu

Bosspamasce, ®apus yBuaen, 4o Mo )KIeT ero Ha TOM ke MecTe. DJIMHOp craia noj iepe-
BbSIMHU, OT MOTYICHHOM >Kapbl €€ JUII0 ObLJI0 KPACHBIM, B KalelIbKax 1MoTa. 3aMeTHB UAYIIET0 BBEPX
10 CKJIOHY Manburka, Mo oOpanoBacs.

— MBI caplmanu BeICTpedibl! — Mpokpuyai oH U nowen HaBctpeuy @apuny. — S yx He Haze-
sinicst 6onblie Te0sl yBUIETb.

— YacoBble CTpessiy o KouikaM, — oTBeTui dapui, ormycKasiCh Ha TPaBy.

OH cmymancs oTToro, uto Mo 6ecrokouscst 0 HeM. OH He IPUBBIK K TOMY, YTO KTO-TO 32 HETO
TpeBOXKUTCS. «I11e ThI IaTasncsa?» — Tak ero 0OBIYHO BCTPEYAI B TOM MUPE, TJ€ OH MPEkKAE KUIL.
JHaxxe Caxxepyk ObLI BceT/ia HEMPUCTYTICH, CJIOBHO 3anepTas ABepb. A y Bonmeonoro f3bika, qaxe
€CJIM OH XOTEeJ CKPBITh CBOM UyBCTBAa, BCE ObLIO HAMMCAHO HA JUIE — TPEBOTra, paJocTh, 00U A,
0011b, 11000Bb. BOT 1 celiuac Mapua MOHsLI, 4TO BOMPOC JaBHO BEPTUTCS Y Mo Ha A3BIKeE.

— TBoro noub 3anepnu B fome KanpukopHa, — ckazan oH. — Ho nucbMo TBOe 0OHa mosTy4dua.
I'BuH oTiMuHO 51a3aeT no creHam, Jaxe Caxepyky 3a HUM HE YTHAThCA.

Mo B310XHYN ¢ o0nerdyeHnemM, Kak OyATO HEMOCHIbHBIN Ipy3, JaBUBIIUNA HA HETO, CHa C
€ro Iiey.

— S 1 OoTBET IpHUHEC OT HEe.

OTtkpeIB prok3ak, @apun gocran uz-noj omeHuka ['Buna 3anucky Merru. Mo pa3Bopauu-
BaJI €€ TaK OCTOPOKHO, CIIOBHO 0OsJICS, YTO OYKBHI Ha OymMare MOryT UCYE3HYTb.

— 910 (op3arr... — mpobdopmorain oH. — Eil, moxoxke, IpUIILIOCH Pa3opBaTh KHUTY.

—Yro oHa Hanucana?

— A TbI HE nIpounTan?

®apu moMOTal TOJI0OBOM U BRIHYJ U3 KapMaHa Kycok xjeba — ['BuH 3acmysxuin Harpaay. Ho
3BEPEK YK€ UCUE3 — HABEPHOE, MOIIEI OTCHINAThHCA.

— Tbl HE yMeelb YuTaTh?

— Her.

— Hy, a1y TaitHONMCh BOOOIIE HUKTO HE MOXET MPOYUTATh. DTO T€ K€ 3HAKU, YTO OBUIH B
Moeii 3anucke. Jlaxke DTMHOP HUYETO B HUX HE MOHUMAET. — Mo pa3riiaau OJ1eIHO->KEThIN JIUCTOK
Y CTaJ] YuTaTh. BApyr OH BCKUHYM rojloBy: — 1 0CMoan, TOJIbKO 3TOr0 HE XBaraso!

— Yto ciyunnocs? — cnpocun Dapun, pasrpsizas xie0, npeaHa3HaYCHHBIN A1 KyHHIIbI.

— Merru Toxe 310 ymeeT! — YcTaBUBLIMCH Ha 3aMUCKy, MO HEJOBEpYMBO MOKayaj roj0BOil.

—3Haro, 1 noacayman. B nepesHe Tobko 00 3ToM 1 roBopsT. OHM cKa3aiu, 4To pa3 IeBYOHKA
YMEET KOJ10BaTh, KaK Thl, TO KanpukopHy Thl T€NEph HE HYKEH.

— U 1o BepHO, — TUXO cka3an Mo ¢ TaKuM BHAOM, OYITO 3Ta MBICIIb €EMY B TOJIOBY HE MPUXO-
nuna. — Ternepp OHM €€ HU 3a 4TO HE OTITYCTSIT.

Bykssl, Hantucanuble Merru, kazanuch @apuay yeM-To Bpoie 3MEMHOTO PUCYHKA Ha MECKE.

— A 4T0 e1te oHa Hanucana?

—Yro onu novimanu Caxepyka 1 BeJsiT Merru BBIMUTaTh UM TOTO, KTO YHUUTOXKUT €r0 3aBTpa
BEYEPOM.

— 006 sToM 5 TOXKE cablIal, — ckazan Papun, cpeiBas TpaBUHKY. — OHU, HABEpHOE, 3arepiu
€ro B CKJIEIE MOJ1 HEPKOBBIO. TBOS J0Ub HE HamKcaia, KOro OHa JI0JKHA BbruuTarh Kanpukophny?

Mo nokavai rosioBoit, Ho @apu moHs1, yTo BomieOHbIi S3bIK TPOCTO HE XOYET TOBOPHTD.
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— [MTamaga? J1a?

Mo cneman BUII, 9YTO HE CIIBIIIHT.

— 5 Bupan takoe, — ckazan dapua, — Tak 4TO MOXKEllb cka3arb MHe. Eciu manad mMacrtep
PYOHTB TOJIOBBI, BCE TIPOUCXOJUT OYECHB OBICTPO.

Mo ¢ u3ymieHrueM ocCMOTpEN Ha HErO U CHOBA IOKayajl roJ0BOM:

— Jto He nanay. Bepuee, He MPoCTO Mangad. ITo BOOOIIE HE YETOBEK.

®apu nobnenxen:

— He uenosek?

Mo BHOBb IOKayaJl FOJIOBOM — OH HE peliajics IPOU3HECTH ITO CIIOBO.

— 9010 TeHb, — eJie CABIIHO CKa3ajl OH HaKOHell. — Sl MJI0X0 MOMHIO, KaK OHA OMKMCAaHa B KHUTE,
HO MHE OHa Ka3ajach 4YeM-TO... U3 PACKaJIEHHOTO TeIUIa — TOpsiueid, cepoil U Oe3JIUKOM.

@apu NpuCTaIbHO CMOTPEI HA HETO: TOX0XKE, OH COXKaJell, YTO HACTOSI Ha OTBETE.

—OHu... KAYT HE AOXKIYTCS Ka3HU, — 3alIUHASICh, IPOJI0JIKaJl pacCKa3bIBaTh OH. — JKEHILKHY,
C KOTOpOM BCTpeyacs KOHIVIEP, TOXKE XOTAT Ka3HUTh — OHA [IOMOraja eMy UCKaTh KHUTY.

®apu KoBbIpsT 00CcOi HOTOU 3eMiTi0. Ca)kepyK MBITAJICS IPUYIUTh €T0 HOCUTH O0YBb U3-32
3Meii, HO B 00yBH €ro maJjiblilaM ObIJIO TaK TECHO, CJIOBHO WX 3a)KaJIH, U B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OOTHHKHU
OKa3aJIMCh B KOCTPE.

— Kakas sxenmuna? — cnpocunt Mo. — Cinyxanka Kanpukopna?

®apu KUBHYJ, 1I0Y€CaB CTYIHU, UICKYCAHHbBIE MYPaBbsIMHU.

— OHa HeMas Kak pbI0a. Y JKOHIVIepa B PIOK3ake ecTh ee (oTtorpadus. JTa KEHIIHHA eMy
MHOTrO0 pa3 nomoraia. [lo-moemy, oH B Hee BiIIOOJIEH.

Pazy3Hars 0060 BceM 3TOM OBUIO HETPYAHO: B IEPEBHE IMOJIHO MAJBIHIIEK €ro Bo3pacta. OHH
MBLIM YEPHOKYPTOYHMKAM MAIIUHbI, YUCTUIIM CATlOTH U OpY>KHUE€, HOCUIIM JIFOOOBHBIE 3aIIUCKU. .. B
TOM, IPYTOM, )KU3HU €My TOXE MOpYyYasid HOCUTH JIF0OOBHBIE 3anMcKU. Canoru oH TaM He YUCTUIL, a
BOT OpYXH€ IPUXOAUIIOCH, a e11le OH youpan BepOntokuii nomet. Ho Hatupars 10 61ecka MaliuHbl
ObL10, HABEpHOE, ropa3aAo NpUsITHEE.

®dapua B3MIAHYI Ha HE0O, I1ie MPOIUTBIBANIN JIETKUE o0Jiaka, Oelnble, Kak JeOequHbIC TepPhsl.
OHu HpaBUIMCH MAJIBYUKY. B TOM Mupe, OTKyJa OH NOsSBUJICS, Ha HeOe HUKOIja He ObLII0 00I1aKoB
— He0o Bcera ObUIO CHHUM.

— Ve 3aBTpa. .. —npousnec Mo. — Uto xe nenarb? Kak ocBoOOTUTH ee? MOXKET, OMBITaThCS
HOYbIO IPOHUKHYTH B oM Kanpukopua? Ecnu 6 y meHst Obuia Takas e 0/1eXk/1a, KaK y HUX...

— S mpunec. — @apuj BHITAIINI U3 PIOK3aKa KypTKy U Oproku. — 1 maree nis Onunop. OHu
CYLIWJINCH HA BEPEBKE.

Mo Tak BOCXMILEHHO [TOCMOTpEI Ha Hero, uto dapua nokpacHes.

— Hy 161 Monozienr! MoxeT, Tbl 3Haelllb, Kak BBIpy4uTh Merru?

@apun cmyTtuiica. Hukro Hukorna He MHTEpecoBajcs €ro MpIcassMU. OH ObLT TOJIBKO HILEH-
KOM, a IJIaHbI OOBIYHO CTPOMJIU APYTHUE: KOTO OIpabUTh, KAK OTOMCTUTH. .. COOaKy HE CIIPAIUBAIOT.
Cobaky ObIOT, €ClIi OHA HE CIIYIIAeTCS.

— Hac Bcero nBoe, a ux 4enoBek IBaaLaTh, — ckazan Papua. — 1o Oyaer He Tak MpocCTo. ..

— A DnuHop Thl He cuuTaemb? 3psa! OHa HaCTpOEHA OYEHb BOUHCTBEHHO.

®apuj HE MOT CAEpXkKaTh YIbIOKY.

— Hy, 3nauuT, Tpoe, — npousHec oH. — Tpoe NpoTUB JBAALIATH.

— 3ByuuT O€3HAEKHO, TOHUMAI0, — B310XHY)I Mo 1 Bctan. — Hamo pacckaszars 00 3Tom Diu-
HOp, — IPEJUIOKUI OH.

Ho ®apun ocrancs cuaets Ha TpaBe, pa3niiaIbIBasi CyXyr0 BETKY, KOTOPYIO IOIHSI C 3€MJIH, —
OTJIMYHBIA XBOPOCT AJIsL KOCTPA, U €ro 371€Ch CKOJIBKO XOuelllb. B ero mpexxHei ku3HU 32 TaKUM
XBOPOCTOM MPUXOJIUIOCH €XaTh J1aJeKO-AaJIeKO, U LIEHUJICS OH Ha BEC 30J10Ta.

— Ham mor Obl moMO4b OrOHb, — CKa3aj OH, IS B CTOpOHY AepeBHU KarpukopHa.

Mo HenoHMMaroIe TOCMOTPEN Ha MaJIbYMKa:
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— U xak xe?

®dapua nogoOpan APyTyro BETKY, TOTOM €IIIE U €1IIe OIHY U, CKJIaIbIBas UX B Ky4y, OObSICHII:

— Caxxepyk Hay4YHJI MEHS PUPYUYaTh OTOHb. DTO HECIIOXKHO, BCE PaBHO UTO ¢ [ BUHOM cripa-
BUTHCSI: OH KyCaeT TOJIBKO TOTO, KTO HE MOXET €T0 CXBaTUTh, 4 €CJIM C HUM 00paIarbcs yMmeo, OH
Oynet ciymarbesi. Eciiy ucnosib30BaTh OroHb B HY’>KHOE BpEeMsI i B HY)KHOM MECTE. ..

— A Brpyr oH pazrymnsiercsa? J{oxas He Obuio yke naBHO. OMISHYThCS HE YCIIEelllb, KaK JeC
3anblIacT, — ckasan Mo.

®apu noxan mieyaMu:

— TospKO eciy BETep HAJETUT.

Ho Mo nokavan roysioBou.

— Her, — pemmrensHO BO3pas3uil OH, — HE JEJI0 UTPaTh ¢ orHeM. Jlydie mpoOparbesi HOYbIO
B JICPEBHIO. MOXKET OBITh, B YUEPHOH OJICIKIC HAM YIACTCS HE3aMETHO IMPOCKOYUTH MUMO YaCOBBIX.
MoskeT ObITh, OHM TPUMYT MEHS 3a CBOET0. Beap oqHaX /bl HAM yJalioCh OT HUX YCKOJIb3HYTh.
MoskeT ObITh, U Ha TOT pa3 MOBE3ET.

— CAuIKoM MHOTO «MOXET OBbIThY», — cka3zan dapun.

— 3Haro, — otBeTUI Mo. — 3Halo.

211



K. ®yHke. «YepHunbHoe cepaue»

INNoxb BO cnaceHue

— I7a0u: s nmorw Ha Heeo! Umob emy ceunymv Ha 6eku 6exog!
Yeuouww enaoenvya, ckasxcu emy, umo moi caviwian! Ckasxcu, 4mo 8 molcauy
dgecmu Oesssmuaoyamolil pas Jocennem Kinycmon npusvleaem npoxismue
Ha e20 207108y, HA €20 0OM, X]1e6 U KOHIOWIHIO, HA 4a0 U 00MoYadyes, Ha 6CHO
€20 pooHI0, HA €20 ClIye U 20cmell — OY0b OHU NPOKISAMbL 00 Ce0bMO020 KOJleHA!
P. JI. Cmueencon. Iloxuwennoiit’®

®eHonno ydeaus 4acoBOro, YTo €My CPOYHO HYXHO MOTOBOpUTH ¢ bactoi. Crapuk ObLi
MacTep couuHATh. OH IUIeNT UCTOPUH OBICTpEe, YEM MayK MayTHHY.

— TeOe uero, crapuk? — cnpocus1 bacTta, NOSBUBIINCH B ABEPSX C OJIOBSHHBIM COJAATUKOM
B pyke. — Ha, manenpkas BenpMal! — ckazan oH U otjan coijgatuka Merru. — 5 Opocun Obl ero B
OTOHb, HO OT MEH$ 3/IECh YK€ MaJI0 YTO 3aBUCHUT.

VYcnplias cI0OBO «OTOHBY, OJIOBSHHBIA COJITATUK B3JPOTHYJ, YCbl Y HErO BCTaJIH JBIOOM.
Merru 00JbHO KOJIBHYIJIO OTYassHUE, MEJIbKHYBIIIEE B €ro Ia3ax. Eif ka3anoch, YTO OHA YyBCTBYET,
Kak ObeTCs ero MaJIeHbKO€ cep/ilie y Hee B Kynake. OHa BCIIOMHMJIA KOHEIl ATOM cka3ku: «OJoBsH-
HBIM CONAATUK pacTasiy U CIUIaBUiICs B koMouek. Ha npyroil 1eHs roparyHas Belrpedana u3 neuku
301y ¥ Hallula MaJI€HbKOE OJIOBSIHHOE CEPIEUKO».

— Jla, ot Teb4 31€Ch yKe MaJlo YTO 3aBUCUT. — DEHOINO CHUCXOAUTEIHHO cMoTpel Ha bacry,
KaK OTell Ha ChbIHAa: B HEKOTOPOM CMBbICJIE€ OH U ObLI ero oTIoM. — [loaToMy-To 5 1 XoTen ¢ ToOoi
MIOTOBOPHTb, — CKa3ajl OH U 3aroBOPIIMYECKU J00aBwil: — S mpearato Tede CAeNKYy.

— Cnenky? — Bo B3msizie bacTel oTpa3uiauck BEICOKOMEPHE U CTPax.

— Ja, — tTuxo orBetrs1 ®enonno. — MHe TyT cky4HO. Sl Beib, Kak Thl CKa3al, nucaka. MHe
Hy’kHa OyMmara, Kak Jpyrum xisieb u BuHo. [Ipunecu mHe Oymary, 1 s moMory Tede BEpHYTh KIIIOUH,
KOTOpBIE OTHsUIa y TeOst Moproina.

bacra BeITanmn HOX. Korma OH packpslil €ro, OJOBSHHBIM COJIATUK TaK 3aJpOrKajl, 4To
BBIPOHMJI IITHIK.

— W kax e Tbl 3T0 caenaenib? — crpocuii bacta, BBIKOBBIpHBask HOKOM I'psi3b U3-110/ HOT'TEH.

@DeHOIMO HATrHYJICS K HEMY:

— S Hanuiry Tebe CTapUHHBIN 3aT0BOP, HACBUTAIOIINI TaKyI0 XBOPOOY, 4T0 MopToiia HaJoro
CISDKET U 'y TeOst OyzeT Bpemst yoenuTs Kanpukopna, 4to HajexKHee, eClu KIIF0UX OyIyT XpaHUThCS
y Te0s. 3aroBop, KOHEYHO, MOAECHCTBYET HE cpa3y, HEOOXOAMMO BBDKJATh, HO, KOTIJa OH MOJei-
CTBYET, MOXKEIIIb HE COMHEBATHCS. .. — DEHOIMO MHOTO3HAYUTENIBHO MOAHSI OPOBH.

bacra npe3puTenbHO yXMBUIbHYJICS:

— Jla 1 y>xe npoOoBaji — U maykKaMu, 1 MEeTPYLIKOHN ¢ coiblo... Huuero mpokisaTyio kapry He
Oeper.

— 2710 %€ Hazo! — Thxo pacemesuics Penonno. — [erpymika u nayku! Kaxk sxe To1 rmym, bacra!
51 roBOpIO HE O JIETCKOM 3aKJIMHAHUU. S TOBOPIO 0 OyKBax, MPU MOMOIIU KOTOPHIX MOKHO COTBO-
puUTh ¥ 700pa U 371a O0JIbLIE, YeM JIFOOBIM IPYTHM CIIOCOO0M. Y3k MOBEph MHE, — npoiuenTan deHo-
o u 1o6aBwit: — Benpb Te0s s co3nan u3 Oyks, bacra! U te6s, u Kanpukopsa.

bacra ormarnysncs. CTpax 1 HEHaBUCTh — IBOWHSIIIKY, U Merru yBujiena, Kak Ha jiiie bacTsr
0Tpa3uiIoch U To U aApyroe. Ho oHa noHsa: oH nosepuii ctapuky. [loBepuit kaxaomy cioBy!

— Te1 konayH! — npommnen oH. — U Te0s, ¥ 1€BUOHKY ¢ ee marnamieil Hajgo Obl CKeub 320JHO
C BallIUMU IPOKJISATBIMUA KHUTaMU. — M OH TpHKAbl IUIIOHYJ CTapUKY MO HOTH.

16 Ilepeson M. Kan.
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— [Imroembes, yToO HE CIIA3UTh, 1a? — HACMENUTBO crpocul Denonuo. — Hacuer cxeub —
TaK 3TO MbICIIb HE HOBas, bacta. Tebe Beib HOBbIE MBICJIM HUKOTJIA M HE IPUXOAMIN B rosioBy. Hy
YTO, MBI JIOTOBOPHIIUCH?

— Jlagno, — cormacuics bacta. — Ho s kaxaplii JeHb Oymy NMPOBEPSITH TBOIO IHCAHUHY.
[Tonsan?

— Koneuno! — orBetrnt @enonuo. — Ene MHe moHamoOUTCs pydKka ¥ YepHbIe YepHUIIA.

Bacra npunec emy pyuky u ctonky nucueid Oymaru. C caMmbIM TITyOOKOMBICIIEHHBIM BHIOM
®eHonMo cen 3a CToN U B3sul iucT Oymaru. [lonoxus ero nepes co0oil, OH akKKypaTHO pazopBall
€ro Ha JIeBATh YacTel U Ha Ka)KJOW Hamucal MATh OJAUHAKOBBIX BUTHEBATO-HEPA300pUUBBIX OYKB.
[ToTom, TiIaTenbHO CIOKUB Bce OyMa)kKH, OH IUTIOHYJ Ha KayKIyto U Bpyuui ux bacre.

— Tpu nonoxwu Tyza, rie oHa ecT, TpPU — [ CIIUT U TpU — e padotaet. Torna uepes Tpu 1Hs
¥ TPHU HOYHU CIYYHUTCS TO, YTO THI X0ouelb. Ho ecnu oHa 3aMeTHT XOTh OJHY OyMaKKy, 3aKJIsTHE
o0paTuTCcs IpOTHUB TEOsI.

— Kak npotuB mens? — bacta cMoTpen Ha OyMa)XXKu ¢ TaKUM BHJIOM, OyITO OOSUICS, YTO OHU
3apassT €ro NpoKa3oMu.

— Crpsiupb UX MOMy4ille, 4TOObI MPOKJIATAs CTapyXa He Hallla uX, — oTBeTHI1 PeHoImo, cTa-
pasich IOCKOpPEE BBIIPOBOJUTD €TO.

— Ecnu TBOWM 3aroBop HE MOACHCTBYET, CTapHK, — 3aKpbIBasi 3a cCOOOM JBEpH, MPOpHIYAT
Bacra, — TBOst MOpa Oy/ieT B TaKuX ke mpamax, kak y Caxepyka!

On ynanmuics, a DeHonno, JOBOJIBHO YIIBIOAsCh, IPUCIOHUIICS K 3alIepTOi IBEPH.

— Tak BeZlb OH K€ HE MOJEHCTBYET, — €JIe CIBIIIHO Npou3Hecna Merru.

— Tpu st — 60BIION CPOK, — cKazan DeHoNno, CHOBA yCaXXMBasCh 3a CTol. — Hazmerocs,
CTOJIbKO HE MOHan00uTCss. HaM Beap HE0OX0aMMO, YTOOBI Ka3Hb HE COCTOSIIACH 3aBTPa BEUEPOM,
BEpPHO?

OcraBurytocst yacTb JJHSI OH TO CHJIEN 3ayMaBIINCh, TO IIHCAl KaK OJIepKUMbI. Merru emy
He Memana. OHa cujena y OKHa, IOCTaBUB HA MOJAOKOHHUK OJIOBSIHHOTO COJIZJaTHKA, U CMOTpeNa
Ha XoiMbl. «[71e-To Tam, HaBepHOE B yalle, cKpbiBaeTcs Mo», — pazmbinuisiia oHa. OOBSIHHBIN
COJIIATUK CTOSUT Ha OIHOM HOTe U MUCITyTaHHBIMU IJ1a3aMU Tapalliics Ha HE3HAKOMBIM MUp, B KOTO-
pom ouyTHics. MOKeT ObITh, OH BCTIOMHUHAJ KAPTOHHYO TAaHI[OBIIUILY, B KOTOPYIO OBLT BITIOOJIEH,
a MOXET, ¥ BOBCE HE AyMai o Hel. OH He MPOPOHUII HU CJIOBA.
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Pa30yxeHHble B HOUYM

K 06edy npunocunu yeemul. OcpomHble 0Xanku yeemos magoieu u
PAKUMHUKA, CAMbIX KPACUBBIX, KAKUE TMOIbKO MOJNMCHO ObLIO Hatimu 6 noie
u 8 necy.

E. Yonmon. Yemuipe 6emxu madunozuu

3a OKHOM JIJaBHO CTEMHEJO0, a DEHOINO BCE IUCall CBOMM KPYIIHBIM, HEPOBHBIM, TOPOILINBBIM
nouepkoM. [lox cTosom nexkanu cMsAThIe U pa3opBaHHbIE JUCTKU. VX ObUI0 Topa3no Oosblie Tex,
KOTOpbIE OH OCTOPOXHO OTKJIAJ[bIBAJI B CTOPOHY, CJIOBHO 00sJICS, UTO OYKBBI MOTYT CKaTUThCS C
Oymaru. Korna XyneHbkas city>kaHka puHecia ykuH, @eHOINo CIIpsATall OTJIOKEHHbIE TUCTKH 110JT
ozies1o. Merru jieriia cnath TOJIbKO TOT/IA, KOTJia 32 OKHOM CTEMHENIO TaK, YTO XOJIMbI Ha (hoHEe Heba
y’K€ HEBO3MOXKHO OBLJIO Pa3IIsAAETh.

— CrniokoiHOM HOUYM! — THXO CKa3aJla OHa B HOYH, Kak OyATO OTELl MOT €€ YCJIbIIIAaTh.

OnoBAHHOIO cOIJaTHKA OHA M10CaJWIa BO3JIE CBOEH MOAYLIKH.

— Tebe nosesno Gonbiie, yem J{unb-/luHb, NpaBaa-npaBaa, — LIeNHy1a oHa eMy. — bacra
3acyHyn J{unb-/luHp B OyThUIb U3-TI0J BUHA U AEPXKUT €€ TaM, IOTOMY YTO JyMmaeT, OyaTo ¢eu
INPUHOCAT cYacThe. 3Haellb, yTo s npuaymana? Eciu mbl korna-HuOyab BeIOEpeMcs OTCIOAA, 5
BBIPEXKY TeO€ U3 KapTOHA TAKYIO )K€ TAHLIOBILUILY, KaK B TBOEH CKa3Ke.

Ho conparux onAts npoMonyan. OH TONBKO CMOTpPEI Ha JE€BOYKY I'DYCTHBIMH IJIa3aMH, a
IIOTOM 4yTh 3aMETHO KMBHYJI. «HaBepHoe, OH Toxe Jnmuics roioca, — nogymana Merru. — M
OH U He yMen roBoputh? [Toxoxke, poT y HEro HU pasy He OTKphIBajcs. bbiiaa Obl y MEHs KHUXKKA, —
pasmblsia Merru, — s Moria Obl MPOBEPUTH 3TO WJIU MOMBITAIach Obl BEIYUTATH €My TAHLIOB-
muny. Ho kaury 3abpana Copoka. OHa BooO11Ie Bce KHUTH 3a0pasiay. OJIOBSIHHBIN COIaTUK MPU-
CJIOHMJICSI K CTEHE M 3aKpbUl IMa3a. «Het, — pemmia Merru, — TaHIOBIIMIA Pa300beT eMy cepaue!»

3achlnas, OHa HEKOTOPOE BPEMS €LIE CibILIaa TOPOIUIMBBIN CKpUII Iepa DeHono, KOTopoe
Oeraio o 6ymare ot OyKBbI K OyKBe, CJIOBHO YEJTHOK, TKYILIHH OJOTHO U3 YEPHBIX HUTOK. ..

B Ty HOub Merru He My4mJ1 KolmMap, eif IpUCHUIICS IPOCTO COH: OHa ObLIa IoMa B KOMHare,
HOXOXEH Ha Ty, rie oHa xuiaa y DnauHop. C Helt 6pu1n Mo U MaMa, BBIIVISAEBIIAs IOYEMY-TO Kak
OnuHOpP, HO Merru TOYHO 3Hazia, 4To 3TO Ta caMasl KEHILMHA, KOTOpasl BUCENIA B CETKE BMECTE C
Caxepykom. Bo cHe yenoBeky naercs 3Hanue. OH 3HaeT O TOM, 4TO, HAIPUMEP, IVIa3aM BEPUTH
Henb3s. [IpocTo 3HaeT. Merru He Tepnenock cecTb psIOM C MAMOM Ha CTapblil AUBaH, YTO CTOSLI
MEXly KHHKHBIMU IToJIKaMu Mo, HO KTo-To THX0 no3Bai ee: «Merru!» OHa penniia, 4to He CTaHET
OT3bIBAaThCS, €l XOTEN0Ch, YTOOBI COH JIHIICS 0€3 KOHIIa, HO T0JI0C BCe 3Ball M 3Bal ee. ['oioc Obu1
3HakoMblid. Korma Merru oTkpblia miasa, y ee nocrenu ctosit @enonuo. Ilanpipl y Hero Obuiu
IepenavyKkaHbl YEPHUWIAMHU, YEPHBIMU, KaK HOYb 33 OKHOM.

—Yro cnyunsiocs? S xouy cnare! — JleBouka NOBEpHYIACh K HEMY CIIMHOM.

Ei1 xoTenock BEpHYThCA B COH, KOTOPBIH €111€ HE yCIENl YIETyYUThCS U3-110]] €€ COMKHYTBIX
BEK. A MOXET, Ha €€ PECHHULbI IPWJIMILIA 30J0Tasl MbUIbLA CUACThs. B cka3zkax Tak MHOIIA Ccilyda-
ercsi. OJIOBSIHHBIN COJIIAaTUK TOXKE CIIajl, CBECHUB I'0JIOBY HA IPyab.

— 51 3akoHumi! — nporrenTtan GeHoIM0, XOTs 32 ABEPBIO ObUIO CIIBILIHO, KaK XPaUT YaCOBOM.

Ha cTtone B HepOBHOM CBETE JOrOpaBIIEl CBEUH JIEKAIN UCIIMCAHHBIE JIUCTHI.

3eBHYB, Merru cena B OCTENH.

— HaMm HyXHO Koe-4To cienars, — eie Taue npomenrtain @enonuo. — CpoyHO HY)KHO Mpo-
BEPUTh, CMOT'YT JIM TBOW roj0C U MOM CJOBa U3MEHUTh UcTopuio. [laBail monpoOyeM OTIIpaBUTh
OJIOBSHHOTO COJIIaTHKa OOpaTHO B CKa3Ky. — OH MOJOXKUI €l Ha KOJIEHU UCIMCAHHBIE JTUCTKH. —
XKanp, yto MpoOOBaTh NPUAETCS ¢ UCTOPUEH, KOTOPYIO NPUAyMall He 5, HO JIe1aTh HEYEro.

214



K. ®yHke. «YepHunbHoe cepaue»

— Kak ormpaButh oOpatHO? S He XOuy OTHpaBIATH €ro Has3ajd, — CKa3ajla HM3yMIICHHas
Merru. — OH e TaM TOrHOHET, PACIUIABUTCS B TIEUKE.

— Ha =er xe! — @eHoauo nocTyyan najbleM M0 CTpPaHUIAM, KOTOpbIE JIeKadu y Hee Ha
KOJICHSIX. — S| COUMHWII JI7Is1 HErO HOBYIO MCTOPHIO, M KOHEI TaM CYaCTIMBEIA. B TOM-TO 1 Oblia
uziesl TBOErO OTLIAa: U3MEHUTD YK€ MPUAyMaHHYyI0 uctoputo. OH xoTen nepenucars «YepHunbHOe
cepaue», yToObl TBOS. MaMa BepHyiach o0parHo. Eciau Takoe Bo3MOkHO, Merru, 3HauuT, J1r00yto
UCTOPHUIO MOXHO U3MEHUTh, IEPENNCAB B HEW TO, YTO HaM HEOOXOAMMO, HalpUMep: KTO MOnaeT
B KHUTY, KTO U3 HEE BBIIJIET, YEM OHA 3aKOHUUTCS, KTO OyAET CHaCTIIUB, a KTO — HeT. [lonnmaenn?
OTO TONBKO MONBITKA, MErTu, HO, €CIIU CONJATUK UCUE3HET, Mbl HABEPHSIKA CMOYKEM U3MEHUTH U
«YepHuinbHoe cepaue». [IpaBaa, s moka He 3HaK0 Kak, HO HaJ0 noayMars. Ho npoury te6st, unraii! —
N ®enonmo npotsinyn Merru hoHapHK.

— B Heil nmpaBna xopomuii koHen? — cupocuia Merru 1 mocMoTpelia cHayala Ha CIUIOLIb
UCIHMCAHHYIO CTpaHMILy, IOTOM Ha CISIIETO OJIOBSHHOIO COJJIAaTHKA: €M MOYyAuSIOCh, YTO TOT
CJIETKa MOXPaIbIBaET.

DEeHOINO C HETEPIIEHUEM OTBETHUIL:

— Hy xoHeuHO, s HamucaJl CYaCTJIMBBIN KOHEI] MPO TO, KaK COJAATUK MOCENNJICS CO CBOEH
TaHIOBIIMLIEH B 3aMKe, ¥ JKUJIM OHH JI0JITO ¥ CYACTIIMBO, TOKA HE YMEPJIU B OJIUH JICHb.

— YV 1e0st Hepa300pUUBBII MOYEPK.

— 51 oueHs cTapaics, — B310XHYJ CTApUK.

— JlagHo, — ckazayia Merru, — monpooyro.

«3nech BakHa Kaxast OykBa! — TBepamia oHa cede. — OHa IOJKHA CTaTh )KUBOW — 3BEHETh,
IIENTaTh, KATUTHCS, IIypLIATh. ..»

Merru Hagaia...

Kpaem rasza ona 3ameTmiia, Kak Ha TpeTbell (pa3e CoNIaTHUK IPOCHYIICS U BCTaJ MO CTOMKE
«cMupHO». Ha MrHOBeHHE 1eBOYKaA 3aITHYIACh M, TIPOYUTAB CIOBO JABAXK/IbI, OOJIbIIE HE peIanach
B3JISIHYTh Ha conaaruka. OHa 0CTaHOBWIIACK, TOJIBKO Korga MeHoIno MpolenTat:

— Merru, oH ucue3! — u g0 00JIH CKajl €€ JIOKOTh.

JlelCTBUTENBEHO, CONIATHKA OKOJIO TIOAYIIKH HE OBLIO.

— Te1 1 B camoM Jienie MasieHbKast KoJITyHbst! — pagoBaics oH. — Ho Bens u st monozen. Jla?

OH 10BOJILHO MOCMOTPEN HA CBOU MAaJIbLIbl, ©3Ma3aHHbIE YEPHUIIAMU, U, XJIOITHYB B JIaJIO1LIH,
3arursical, Kak Me/IBelb B upke. HEeMHOTO 3ambIXxaBIInch, OH OCTaHOBHIICS BO3Jie MerTu U ¢ yibio-
KOW MpOIIEeNTAaI:

—Dro Oynet ast KanpukopHa oueHs HenpusTHEIN cropnpu3! S HemeienHo 6epych 3a aero!
OH MOJY4YHUT TO, YTO XOUET: Thl BbluMTaellb eMy TeHb. Ho ero mokopHsblil ciyra U3BMEHUTCS 10
Hey3HaBaeMocTu. 51, @eHonIMo, NOBEIUTEND CJI0B U 3akiuHarens yepHui! S coznan KanpukopHa
— 5 ero yHHYTOXy. C HUM CIYUYUTCS TO XK€, YTO U C BOJIIECOHUKOM, COTBOPUBIIMM JUJISI CBOETO
IUIEMSIHHUKA KEHILMHY U3 1BETOB. Thl yMTasa 3Ty HCTOPUIO?

Merru Bce cmoTpena Ha MOAYIIKY, BO3JIE KOTOPOM CUIEI OJIOBSHHBIN COJAATHK.

— Hert, — nporoBopuiia ona. — Uro eliie 3a )KeHIMHA U3 LIBETOB?

— DT0 cTapuHHas uctopus. S KOPOTKO pacckaxy ee Tede, a TO CKOpO y»Ke paccBeT. Tak BOT,
KHJI Ha CBETE BONMICOHUK [ BUIMOH, M OBLI Y HETO JIOOUMBIN TUIEMSHHUK, KOTOPOTO MPOKJISIA
cOoOCTBEHHAas Marb.

— Ilouemy?

— Jlonro pacckasbiBaTh. Y pokisiTHE ee ObUIO Takoe: €CIM OH MPUKOCHETCS K KEHIIUHE, TO
ympert. Y I'BuauoHa ayima u300enack OTTOTr0, YTO BCIO KHU3Hb €T0 JIFOOUMBIH IJIEMSTHHUK TTPOBE-
JeT B onuHouyecTBe. [103TOMY OH 3amepcs B CBOMX IMOKOSIX Ha TPHU JHA U TPU HOYU U COTBOPHII
KEHILMHY W3 LIBETKOB TaBOJTM U pakuTHUKA. OHa Oblla MpeKpacHee BCEX >KEHIIUH Ha CBETE, U
ieMsiHHUK ['BuanoHa cpasdy BiatoOuics B Hee. Ho brnoneyBen — Tak 3Banu kpacaBuily — HE Clie-

215



K. ®yHke. «YepHunbHoe cepaue»

nayia ero cyacTMBbIM. OHA MONOOUIIa qPYroro, ¥ BABOSM OHH MOTYOWIM OSTHOTO TUIEMSHHUKA
BoJieOHuKa ['BuanoHa.

— bro-ne-yBen! — HapacneB npousHeciaa Merru, mpoOyst HOBOE MMsI Ha BKYC, OyJITO 3TO ObLI
JTMKOBUHHBIN QpyKT. — [pycTHast uctopus. M 4To xe ¢ Hell ciaydnaoch notom?

— I'BUAMOH IpeBpaTUil €€ B COBY, U C TEX MOP TOJIOC BCEX COB IMOXO0X HA KEHCKUH IJIay.

— KpacuBas ucropus, X0Tb U TpyCTHas, — cka3zana Merru. — Hy 410 K, HCTOpPHIO O KEHIIMHE
U3 1IBETOB s Tenepb 3Haro. Ho npu yem 3neck Kanpukopu? — cipocuiia oHa.

— leno B ToMm, uTo briozeyBen caenana COBCEM HE TO, YTO OT Hee oxxuiai [ Buanon. Mel Toxe
nonpoOyeM yCTPOUTh YTO-HUOY/b OJJOOHOE: C MOMOIIBIO TBOETO T'0JIOCA U MOMX CJIOB — 3aMETh,
COBEPILIEHHO HOBBIX CJIOB — TeHb, IBUBLIUCH 110 30By KanpukopHa, COBEpPIIUT COBCEM HE TO, YTO
TOT OKUJAET OT HEe, — C IOBOJIbHBIM BUJIOM CKa3asl DeHonuo.

— U uto xe oHa cnenaer?

Crapuk BApYT HaXMypuJICs.

— MmenHo 370 51 1 001yMbIBato, — IpoOypyall OH, HOCTYy4aB NajbleM cele o 10y, — HO MHE
TpeOyeTcs BpeMs.

Brapyr Merru ycnslmana My>KCKHE roj0ca, pa3JaBaBIIdecs HE CO CTOPOHBI 1IBOpa, Orpax-
JICHHOTO CTEHOM, a OTKyAa-TO U3/1ajeKka. Merru nmojodekana K OTKPBITOMY OKHY H YCIIbIIIIaIa TOPOTI-
JMBBIE LIATH, a 3aTeM BbICTpelibl. OHA TaK CBECHIJIACh B OKHO, YTO YyTh HE yIaJsla, OJHAKO HUYEro
TaK U He pasmsaena. [loxoxke, mym u cTpenbda JOHOCUIKCH € IUIOIIAIU EPE]] LIEPKOBbIO.

— Ocropoxno! — npomenrtan enonno, cxparuB Merru 3a rieyu.

CHOBa MOCTBINIATUCH BBICTPEIIBI, ITOTOM KpUKH Jitofei Kanpukopua. Merru He Moria pas3o-
Opatb HU cioBa. OHa UcIyraHHO OmIsiHyJach Ha DeHono — MOXKET ObITh, OH YTO-HUOY/Ib OHSLT?

— 51, kaxercs, 3Hal0, O YeM THI MMOyMasa, HO BPSJ JIM TBOW OTEI] MOXKET OBITh MPHUYMHON
3TOTO MEePenonoxa, — yCIOKOmI ee ctapuk. — OH ke He CyMacCIIeAINi, 9TOOBI JIE3Th Ha POXKOH,
IBITasACh IPOHUKHYTH B 10M KanpukopHa.

DeHOIMO 0CTOPOKHO OTBEII €€ OT OKHA. [onoca cMonkiau. HouHyro THIIMHY BHOBb HUYTO
HE Hapy1Iaio.

Merru 3a0pasach B CBOIO KpOBaTh, HO CEP/ILIE Y HEE HEMCTOBO CTY4aJlo.

— Ilycts Tenb yOber KanpukopHa! — ckazana oHa M cama UCIyrajiach CBOMX CJIOB.

— a, mpupnercs caenars 310. — Genonuo norep 100. — J[pyroro BeIxoia y HaC HET.

Merru yTkHynace B cBUTEp Mo. BbUIO CIIBIIHO, KaK B IOME 3aXJIONAIH JBEPH, Pa3falncCh
mard. IlotoM Bece ctuxino. Ho B HacTynuBIIEeH TUIIMHE 3aTawiiach yrpo3a. «MeprBas THILIHAY, —
IpUILIo HA yM Merrn.

— A ecnu Tenp He nociyaeTcst Te0s1, Kak Ta KEHIIIMHA U3 IBETOB? — CIIPOCHUIIA OHA.

— OO0 5TOM JTyHIIIe HE TyMaTh, — HE cpa3y oTBETHII DEeHOIHO.
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B oanHouvecTBe

— 3auem, ax, 3auem s NOKUHYI MOl HOPKY! — noemopsan necuacmmuolil
mucmep Bozzunc, noonpwieusas na cnune y bombypa.
Jhuc. P. P. Tonkun. Xo66um!’

VYenplas BICTPENbl, DIUHOP TakK OBICTPO BCKOYMJIA HA HOTH, YTO CIIOTKHYJIACh B TEMHOTE O
CBOE OZIESIIO U, HE Y/IeprKallllCh Ha HOraX, pacTSHyJach Ha KoJtouel Tpase. BeTaBasi, oHa nckosnona
BCE PYKH.

— boxe moii, oHu KX moimanu! — oxXHyla OHa U 3aCyeTUIach, pa3bICKMBas YepHOE IJIAThe,
KOTOpO€ MpHUHEC JJi Hee MaJIbuuK. TeMHoTa Obljla Takol HENpOIJIIHON, YTO OHA HE BHUEa co0-
CTBEHHBIX HOT. — BOT Befib Kak BbIILIO. .. Hy mouemy 3T ynpsiMble HAHOTHI HE B3sUTU MEHSI € COO0M ?
S 651 yx ycnenuia. .. — BCe MpUroBapuBaia DIMHOP.

Ona HakoHell HalllIa IJIaThe U IPOXKaIIUMU pyKaMu cTajla HaTsruBath ero Ha ce0s. U Bapyr
3amepina. Kakas MepTBas TUIIMHA BOKPYT!

«Onu npuctpenunu ux! — EkHyno B rpyau. — M moatomy tak Tuxo. Ux okpoBaBieHHbIE Tena
nexar Ha miomaau. boxxe moit! Yrto xe teneps nenars? — Cre3sl NOACTYNWIM K ropiy. — Her,
DnuHop, He cMel TakaTh! Mau uckare ux. XKusee!»

CroThIKasich U pa3ayMbIBas, TyAa JIW OHA UJIET, DIUHOP MoOpesia K JepeBHE.

«— Tebe ¢ Hamu Henb3s1, DIUHOP, — cKazal Mo, 00aunBIINCH B HApsJ, KOTOPBIN YKpai s
Hero ®apus. B Hem oH ObLT HEy3HABAEM M BBITVISIZIEN TOUb-B-TOYh KaK MoaApy4dHbii KanpukopHa.
Manp4uK NpuxBaTUI JUIsl HETO JaXKe PYKbe.

— Ilouemy? — cipocuna DnuHop. — S comiacHa HaMsUIUTh Ha ce0sl 3TO YepHoe TuiaThe!

— Xeniuna npusneder BHUMaHue. Thl )ke cama BUiesa, DIUHOP, TaM HOUbIO HU OJJHOM YKEeH-
LIMHBI HE BCTpeTUlllb. BOKpyr Tonbko yacoBsle. CIIpocH y MaJIbuUKa.

— He coGupatocs 1 ero Hu o ueM cnpamubars! Hajgo ObU10 yKpacTh U 1 MEHSI MY>KCKOU
Hapsia.

— Ipomry Te6s1, DMTUHOP, KTO-TO ke JOJDKEH KapayluTh Beln. — Mo He cpa3y Hallesl 4To
CKa3arTh.

— Bemu? Tol 3T0 0 BoHIOUEM prok3ake Caxepyka? — OHa ¢ BO3MYIIIEHHUEM ITHYJIA PIOK3AK.

Ho nuxaxoit mackapan He nomor. MHTepecHo, kto ux y3Han? bacra, [lnmockoHoc wiu ToT
XPOMOHOTHUI?

«— MpI BepHeMcs Ha paccBeTe, DnmuHop! — yBepui ee Mo. — C Merru.

Jhxer! Ilo ero rojgocy oHa moHsIa, YTO OH U CaM MaJjio BEPUT B TO, UTO cka3aji. CIOTKHYB-
LIMCh O KOPEHb JepeBa, DIMHOP CXBAaTHJIACh 32 KaKHWe-TO KOJIIOYKU M, 3alljlakaB, OMyCTUJIAch Ha
kosienu. Yowuiinel! Uto y Hee oOmiero ¢ atumu 6anautamu? Ei Obl cpa3y qoragarhces, emie Koraa
MopTrmep HEOXKHMIAHHO MOSIBUWIICA y HEe W MOMPOCHII cupsATarh KHUrY. [loueMy oHa He oTka3a-
nach? Benp ObLIO SICHO Kak JIBaXabl /Ba, 4To OT Caxkepyka HUYEro, KpOMe HENpUSITHOCTEH, He
KU, Y HEro 3To Ha Julle ObLI0 HanmucaHo. Ho mepen kHUroii oHa He ycTosa. ..

«Kaxkyro-To BOHIOUYIO KYHHUIly OHU C COOOM B35UIM, — OAyMasia OHa, BCTaBasl, — a MEHS HET.
N tenepp ux yomnu. Ckoiabko pa3 g mpeiarana oOpatuThes B MONMILNI0, HO MopTuMep Bcerna
otBevalt: «Het, DnuHop, eciiv B IepeBHE MOSIBUTCS NONHULIEHCKHM, KanpukopH TyT ke n30aBUTCS OT
Merru. Hox bactel geiicTByeT ObicTpee J1r000i MoMUIuY, TOBEph MHE». 1 Kax bl pa3 mpu 3ToM
pasroBope y Hero Ha NEPEeHOCUIIE MOSABIIACh MOPILKMHKA. DIMHOP XOpoIlo 3Hana Moptumepa —
0€e3 BCSAKUX CIIOB ObLIO SICHO, YTO OHA O3HaYaja.

17 Iepeson H. PaxmanoBoii.
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Kaxk sxe 0b1Th? OHa ocTanach COBCEM OHA.

«Jlepxu cebs B pykax, DnuHop! — npukasana ona cede. — He pacryckarbest! Tol uTO, 320b114,
4T0 Beerna Obiia ogHa? Jlymaii! Thl qOKHA CIIACTH JEBOYKY, YTO ObI HH CIIYYHJIOCH C €€ OTI[OM.
Kpome 1e0st, ee HUKTO HE BBIPYUYHUT. ThI Belb HE XOUEIllb, YTOOBI OHA CTaja TaKOH jKe 3aMyYCHHOM
CIIy’KaHKOM, KaK Te, YTO IJIa3 NOJHATh HE CMEIOT U BCIO JKU3Hb TOJBKO CTPANAIOT M CTUPAIOT Ha
cBoMX x03seB? Moxer, eciau KanpukopH noxxenaer, el HHOTa O3BOJIAT IOYUTATh EMY BCIyX, a
KOTJIa OHa NoB3pocieeT... CumMnaruyHasi 1eBOUKa. ..» — DJIMHOP CXBAaTUJIACh 3a CEpILIE.

— MHe HyXHO pyXbe, — mpoiientana oHa. — Mnu nox. S mpoGepych B 1om Kanpukopna. B
9TOM IIJIaTh€ MEHsI HUKTO HE y3HaeT. MopTUMEp CUMTAET, YTO SI yMEIO TOJIbKO KHM)KKU YUTATh. ..
Tax s emy nokaxy!.. Kak ke Tak? — Bcxuumnnysna oHa. — Ero yxe Hert... [Ipocto Het Gomblie. .. » —
W DnuHop 3apbiaana Tak TPOMKO, YTO, UCITYTaBIINCh, 3a)Kalla POT PYKOI.

[ox HOTrO# XpycTHYMa BeTKa. OHA MMOILTa HA MyTHO-0€TIBIH, KaK pa30aBIeHHOE MOJIOKO, CBET,
KOTOpBIN MpoOUBacs CKBO3b HOUb U3 JepeBHU KampukopHa.

Ja, Mup y’KaceH 1 ®KECTOK, KaK KOITMapHBIH COH. TOIBKO KHUTH MOTYT CIIACTH, TOJIBKO B HUX
MOXHO HalTH U COUYYBCTBHE, M yTEIICHHUE, U JII0OOOBb. .. KHUTH, HUYero He TpeOys B3aMeH, JIIOOST
Ka)J/10Tr0, KTO UX OTKpbIBaeT. OHM HUKOTJa HE MOKUAAIOT JaXKe TeX, KTO HE 3a00TUTCS O HUX.

B nepeBHe Ha CTOSIHKE OKOJIO MAILIMH, HAKJIIOHUB T'OJIOBBI, CTOSUIA TPOE.

«IloxBanserech Apyr nepen Apy>KKO KpOBbIO Ha pyKax, — oaymaia JnuHop. — Bugut Oor,
BBI €11E MoXaneeTe!»

Omna He 3HaJa, HAa YTO PEIIUTHCS: IPOOPATHCS B IEPEBHIO CEiUac MM MOJ0XKIATh 110 yTpa?

OpauH U3 TpOUILbl HA CTOSHKE IIOCMOTPEI B €€ CTOPOHY, U DJIMHOP MOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO OH €€
3ameTus1. OHa OTIIATHYJAaCh U, MOCKOJIb3HYBIIUCH, CXBaTUJIACh 3a BETKY, YTOOBI HE YIIACTh. YCIIbI-
1IaB LIOPOX, OHA XOTeNa 00EpHYTHCA, HO HE ycIieaa — KTO-TO 3a)Kaj el poT.

— Tax BOT Tl TA€! A s OOT 3HAET CKOJIBKO BPEMEHH HIIy TeOs!

He moxet OpiTh! OHa yke ¥ He HaJlesu1ach elle Korna-HuOy/Ib YCIIbIATh ATOT TOJIOC.

— IIpoctu, HO 51 OBUT YBEpPEH, UTO THI 3aKpHUUIllb. — MO yOpan pyky ¢ ee nuia. — aem co
MHO¥!

Omna He 3HaJIa, 4ero ei XoueTcst 00JIbIIIe: TIOBUCHYTH Y HETO Ha IIIe€ HITU IBUHYTh €My 1T000IIh-
Hee.

OH noBen ee Tak OBICTPO, YTO DIIMHOP 3a]IbIXaNIACh, © OCTAHOBHUJICS, TOJBKO KOT/AA KPBIIIN
nepeBHU KampukopHa CKpbUTUCH 32 AEPEBbIMHU.

— UYro 161 Oponuib B TeMHOTE? He moHMMaens, Kak 3TO OmacHo?

— OnacHo? — OHa HUKaK He MOIVIa OTABIIIATECS U TOBOPHJIA C TPYAOM. — Thl TOBOpHILIb,
omacHo? — Ona Obuta B sipoctu. — S coplmana BeicTpensl! J{ymana, Bac youmm. ..

Mo ycTano npoBes pykoil 1o JIHILY.

— Ha Hame cuacTtbe, OHM HE YMEIOT LIEIUThCS KaK CIEAYET, — CKa3al OH HEBO3MYTUMO.

DIMHOP 3aXO0TEN0Ch BCTPSAXHYTH €T0 OCUIIbHEE, YTOObI OH HE TOBOPHJI TaK CIIOKOMHO.

— A 4TO ¢ MaTBYUKOM?

— Bce B nopsinke. [IpaBna, emy HeMHOTO monapanaio j100. [ BUH ucmyrancs BBICTPETIOB U
BBIPBAJICS, @ OH OPOCHJICS €T0 JIOBUTH. TyT MaJBUUIIKY U 3alIeTHII0. Sl OCTaBHII €r0 B HAIlIEM YKPbI-
THH.

— I'Bun? Hey>xenu Bbl HE CIOCOOHBI lyMaTh HU O Y€M, KpOME BOHIOUEH KyHUIIbI? S 3a 3Ty
HOYb IOCTapesia Ha JecATh JeT! — DIMHOp 4yTh HE COpBalach Ha KPUK, HO, CIOXBAaTUBILUCH, TUXO
ckazana: — Sl yxe mpeacTaBiisiia BaC YOUTHIMH, UCTEKAIOUUMHU KPOBbIO... A Thl TOBOPHILL PO
KaKyI0-TO KyHHILY, U Te0e XOTb ObI XHbI! DTO K€ 4y/0, 4YTO BBl OCTAINCH kuBbI! JKaib, 4To s Tebs
HocCIyIIajgach U He o0paruiach B MOJIULHUIO.

— CeroaHst HaM IPOCTO HE TTOBE3I0, DIUHOP, — cKazas Mo. — Kak Hazio, nom oxpansin Koke-
penb. Jlpyroii 9acoBoi HE y3HAT ObI MEHSI.
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— A 3aBTpa k1o OyneT cTosTh B kKapayne? bacta? Wnu [1nockonoc? Tel momgymad, uro Oyaet
C TBOEH J104ephI0, eciii Te0s1 yObIoT?

Mo otBepHyICA.

— Mens Benp He younu, DnuHop, — oTBETUI OH. — U s BeITanry Merru orTyza.

Korna onu Bepnymucs B ykpeitue, @apus yxe cnan. Tpsmnka, Kotopoii MopTtuMep BMECTO
OuHTa 00MOTAaJI €ro rojoBy, OblIa B KPOBU U CMaxuBaja Ha TIOpOaH, B KOTOPOM OH MOSIBUJICS TOTIA
B LepkBHu KanpukopHa.

— DTa paHa TOJBKO ¢ BUY OMacHasi, — mpormenTan Mo. — Xots, eciu 0 51 He yiepKal ero, OH
Obl HE TOJIBKO 10OEXKa 3a KyHuULeH, HO U mpoOpaiics Obl B IEPKOBB, UTOOI HaliT Caxepyka.

Monga KUBHYB, DJIMHOP 3aBEPHYJIACH B of1esu10. Houb OblIa Takoi THXOH, 9TO TIPH IPYTHX
00CTOATENBCTBAX €€ BIIOJIHE MOKHO OBbLIIO OBl HA3BaTh YMUPOTBOPSIOIIEH.

— Kak BaM ynanocs yiTu? — cupocusia DIuHop.

Mo cen psiioM €O CHSIIMM MaJbdMKOM M, CHSB C IJIeda PYXKbe, KOTOPOE YKpasl il HEro
®apu, NOJIOKUI €r0 Ha TPaBYy.

— OHM Jaxke He mpecienoBalyd Hac, — OTBeTUI OH. — Jla u 3auem? OHHU yBEpEHbI, YTO Mbl
BepHeMcsl. VIM ocTaeTcs TONbKO MOI0KaTh.

«W DnuHop moiineT ¢ Bamu!» — nana oHa cede kiATBy. Hu 32 4T0 Ha CBETE OHA HE OCTAHETCS
0JIHa, YTOOBI CHOBA MEPEKUTH TaKyIO HOYb!

— YT0 BBI TENIEph HAMEPEHBI J€NIaTh? — CIPOCUIIA OHA.

— ®apua npemiaraeT ycTpouTh nomkor. Ilpexnae s cunran, 4To 3T0 yepecyyp OMnacHo, HO
BpEMSI J10pOT0. ..

— Iomxor? — D10 cII0BO OyATO 0O0XKIIIO SA3BIK DIUHOP.

C Tex nop kak no npukaszy KamnpukopHa oT ee KHUT OCTaJICs TOJIBKO IEIel, OHa HaYMHaja
NAaHUKOBATh, CTOWJIO € YBHUJIETh CITUYKH.

— Caxepyk HayuymJl MaJIBUUIIKY oOpamiarbes ¢ orueM. Eciau mbl nopoxokem aom Kampu-
KOpHa. ..

— BbI ¢ yma comu? — nepedusia oHa ero. — A BIpYr OrOHb IEPEKUHETCS Ha XOIMBbI?

Onyctus ronoy, Mo normaaui pyxbe.

— Ho nmpyroro Beixona Het, — ckazain oH. — Jlronu KanpukopHa OyayT TyImuTh mmoxap, a s B
3TOM cymaroxe momnbitatock cnactu Merru. A Caxepyka ocooonut Dapu.

— ToI ¢ yma comren! — 3akpudaiia DIMHOP, YK€ HE CIIPaBIISSACH ¢ COOOM.

®apuy 6eCcrOKOIHO 3aBOpOYAIICS H, TPOOOPMOTAB YTO-TO BO CHE, CJIETKa 3a/1€71 MOBSI3KY Ha
10y, TOTOM IEepEeBEPHYJICS HA Apyroil 00k. Mo nmonpaBuil eMy 0OJ1es10 U IPUCTOHUICS K IEPEBY.

— Ham npunercs 3o cnenarb, QNUHOP, — CKa3all OH. — S Bce Aymail, Aymall, 4yTh FOJIOBY HE
ciomall. Y Hac HeT BbIOOpa. A eciiu U C MOJKOI'OM HUYETO HE BBIIJIET, s CHANI0 JOTJIA €r0 EPKOBb
U BCIO IEPEBHIO, PACILJIABIIIO BCE €TO 30JI0TO, HO 3a0€py CBOIO JI0Yb.

DJIMHOpP, HUYEro HE OTBETHB, JIETNla M MPUTBOpMiach, uto cnuT. Ha paccBere, Tak U He
COMKHYB IJIa3 BCIO HOYb, OHa CMEHWJIa Mo Ha MOCTY, yTOBOpUB €ro HeMHoro nocmnarb. Korma
OH 3aCHYJ M €r0 JbIXaHHWE CTaJ0 POBHBIM, DJIMHOP CHsJIa YEPHOE IUIaThe, EPEOeNach B CBOIO
OJICK]y, IIpUYecanach U Hamucanga eMy 3alluCKy: «Yexaja 3a MOMOIbI0, BEPHYCh K IOJIYJIHIO.
[Ipoury, noxainyiicta, 10 MOEro BO3BPAILLEHUS] HUUETO HE NMPEANPUHUMAN. DIUHOPY.

OHa cyHyIa 3almcKy eMy B pyKy, YTOObI OH OOHApYXWJI €€ cpa3y, KaK TOJIBKO MPOCHETCS.
[Ipoxons mumo dapuna, oHa HAKJIOHWJIACH HAJ HUM, YTOOBI MOIMpPaBUTh COMBIIYIOCS IOBSI3KY,
U yBUJENA, YTO KYHHIIa BEPHYJAch. 3BEPEK, CBEPHYBLIMICS KIyOKOM Yy MaJlbuMKa MOj OOKOM,
IIOCMOTpEJI Ha HE€ MAJICHbKUMU YEPHBIMU IIa3KaMH. DTO BOHIOYEE CO3aHUE HUKOTTIA €Ml He Hpa-
BUJIOCh, HO Dapuj npuBsA3aicad K HEMY, Kak JIpyrue JE€TU MPUBS3bIBAIOTCS K coOakaMm. DIMHOP
B3JIOXHYJIA.

— IlpucmarpuBaii 3a HUMH, JIaAHO? — MPOLIENTAIa OHA HAa IPOIIAHHUE.
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MamuHa cTosiia Ha npexkHeMm Mecte. OHa ObUIa XOpOILO CIpsiTaHa CPEelU T'YCTBIX BETBEH,
U DIIMHOp JlaXke HEe cpasy Hallla ee, MPOCKOYMB MUMO. MoTop Jierko 3aBencs. MUHYTY-ApYyTyto
DNMUHOP € TPEBOTOM MPUCITYIINBAIACH, HO BOKPYT OBLIIO THXO, JINIIb TTEJIH ITHLBL, TIPHBETCTBOBAB-
M€ HACTYNUBIIMNA ACHb C TAKMM BOCTOPTOM, CIIOBHO OH OBLI TIOCTICTHUM B UX KH3HH.

o 6nvkaiiero nocesnka, uepes KOTopblid OHM Tpoe3xai ¢ MopTuMepom, ObLIIO ¢ moadaca
€3/1bl, 2 TaM HABEPHSIKA UMEJICS MOJULEHCKUM YYaCTOK.
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Copoka

Oonako onu npobyounu e2o0 om 2pe3 CEOUMU peuami, CEOUM
JHCeCmoKUM OeCmAUUM OPYIICUEM.
T. X. Yaiim. Knuza Mepnuna'®

Pano yrpom Merru ycinbimana B KOpuaope rojioc bacrer.

Korna nepen 3tuMm city’kaHka npuHecia 3aBTpak, Merru cripocusa ee, 4To 3a BbICTPEJIbl pa3-
JlaBaJINCh HOUBIO B JIEPEBHE, HO JIEBYIIKA, C Y’KACOM INIIHYB Ha Hee, TOJIbKO IIOMOTaJja rojIoBOH 1
MIOCKOpee BBICKOJIb3HYJIA 3a 1Bephb. HaBepHoe, OHa, Kak U apyrue, cuntaina Merru BeibMoH.

K ene Merru naxxe He nmpuTpoHyiack. @eHOINO ToXkKe He cTal 3aBTpakaTs. OH CHOBA Mucal
— 0e3 OCTaHOBKH, KaK O)ICp)KHMLIfI, jmct 3a auctoM. OH TO pBal UX, TO BHOBb HAYHMHAJI IINCATh,
OTKJIaJAbIBasA B CTOPOHY UCIIMCAHHBIC JIUCThI, MOPIIUJICA U TAHYJICA 3a YHUCTOM CTpaHHHCﬁ. HpOXO-
TN 9achl, @ HEPa30PBAHHBIX CTPAHUI] MO-IPEKHEMY OBIJIO TOJIBKO TPH.

VYenpimas ronoc bactel, eHonno cyHyn Ux MoJ MaTpac, a pa3opBaHHbBIE CTajl 3allUXUBATh
II0J] KPOBATh.

— Merru, ckopee nomoru MHe! — mpouienTtan crapuk. — OH HU B KOEM cllydae He JOKEH
YBUAETH UX!

Merru aBTOMaTu4ecKy oMoraja emy, Ho AyMaja COBCEM O Ipyrom: 3auem npuuien bacra?
MO)KGT, Y HETO €CTh HOBOCTH? A MOXCT, OH XO4Y€T YBUACTH €€ PCAaKIIUIO HA U3BCCTUC O TOM, YTO
el OoJIbIIe HE CTOUT k1aTh Mo?

@DeHOoIMO CHOBA CEJT 33 CTOJI U, TIOJIOKUB TIepe/l COO0M YUCTHIN JIUCT, CTal YTO-TO OBICTPO-
ObIcTpo nucath. U TyT OTKpbLIach 1BEph.

Merru nepecraia Apllarb, Kak 6YJITO 3aACPIKKa AbIXaHUS MOTIJIa OCTAHOBHUTL CJIOBA, KOTO-
pbI€ TOTOBBI COPBAThCS C s3bIKa bacTsl M KOTOpBIE pa300bIOT €if cepale.

—Yro ciyumsioch? — cpocust DeHONO0, OTIIOKHUB PYUKY M BCTaB psijoM ¢ Merru.

— JleBuoHky BbI3bIBaeT MopToua, — ¢ pa3ipakeHueM ckaszan bacra: emy siBHO ObUIO HE TIO
BKYCY 3aHUMAaTbCs TaKOW €pyHJIOM — UCTIOIHATH POJIb KOHBOMPA OH CUMTAJ HUKE CBOETO JI0CTO-
HHCTBaA.

Moptona? Copoka? Urto Bce 370 3HauuT? Merru nocmotpena Ha @eHoI10, HO CTapUK TOIBKO
HEZ0YMEHHO I0KaJ MJIeyaMHu.

— Hameli nTuuke npuaercs B3MISIHYTh HAa KHUTY, KOTOPYIO OHa Oy/leT YUTaTh CErO/IHs Beye-
pom, — ckazan bacta. — Utob He 3anuHanach, kak Jlapuyc. JlaBaii sxuseit! — Topornmt on Merru.

— CHauaza cKaxu, 4TO CIy4YHJIOCh HOUbIO? — CIIpOCHIJIa OHA, HE ABUTasACh ¢ MecTa. — 51 ciibl-
11aJ1a BBICTPEbI.

— IToxoske, TBOM oTel XxoTen Tebst moBuAaTh, HO Kokepenb emy nomemiarn, — ynsiOHyscst bacta
1, CXBaTUB MerTH 3a pyKy, IOTAINI U3 KOMHATBHI.

@eHOIMO MBITAJICS TONTHU 3a HUMH, HO bacTa XJIONHYJI ABEPhIO IPSIMO Yy HETO NIEPET HOCOM.
Crapuk 4TO-TO KpUKHYJ BClIe, HO Merru He paccibliiaia — B yIIax CTOsUI TaKOU I1yM, OyJToO BCst
KpOBb OujIach 0 0apabaHHYIO MEPETIOHKY.

— EMy ynanoch ckpeITbes, ecinu Tebs 3TO yTEIINT, — cKaszal bacTa, korna oHH MOAOUUIN K
nectHulEe. — Ho 3To He cToJIb BaXHO. BBIBAET, UTO U KOWIKH, B KOTOPbIX MeTUT Kokepenb, nHoTAa
YAuparoT, HO IMOTOM HaIlllX JIFOW BCC PaBHO HAXOOAT UX TPYIBIL.

Merru 30 BcexX CHJI ITHYJIA €r0 B KOJICHKY U, TIEPENpPhITHBas Yepe3 CTYNEeHbKU, Opocuiach
BHHU3 1O JICCTHHIIE, HO bacTa moruan ee.

18 Iepeson C. Nnbuna.
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— He nmenaii Tak Oomnblre, Kpomika, — MPOIIXIIEN OH € B yXO C MEPEKOIICHHBIM OT 00Ju
oM. — CKaxu criacu0o, 9TO CETOJHS Ha HallleM Mpa3aHUKe y TeOs I1aBHAs pojib, a TO OBl 5 C
YIOBOJIbCTBUEM CBEPHYJI TBOIO LIBIIUIAYBIO MIEHKY. — M, cXBaTUB AEBOYKY 32 BOJIOCHI, OH OTAIHII
ee Jajblle.

Merru Oosnblie He conpoTUBisIack. Jlaxke eciyu 6 OHa U 3aX0TeNa BbIPBAThCS, BCE PAaBHO HE
cMomia Obl: bacta kpernko aepkai ee 3a BOJIOCH U TallWI 32 COOOM, KaK HETOCIYIIHYIO COOaKy.
Ot 6onm y Merru Ha m1a3ax BBICTYIIHJIM CJI€3bl, HO OHA OTBEpPHYJIAach, YTOObI bacta He BUen uX.

OH npuTanu ee B NoABaJl, Ii€ MOTOJIOK ObLII HUKE, YEM B TOM IIOMELIECHUH, KyJa X 3aIlu-
panu ¢ Mo u Dnunop. CTeHbl ObUTH BHIOSICHBI, KaK B BEPXHEH 4aCcTH I0Ma, M TaK ke, KaK TaM, 31eCh
OBLIIO MHOTO IBEPEM, HO UX, TIOXO0XKE, TaBHO HE OTIUpaiu. Ha HEKOTOPBIX BUCEIH TSHKEIbIE 3aMKH.
Merru BcriomHuUa 0 ceidax, mpo KoTopsie el pacckasbiBan Caxepyk, v 0 30710Te, kKoTopoe Mo
BblunTan KanpukopHy B epkBu. «OHU MPOMaxXHYJIUCH, — TOyMajia OHa. — TOYHO MPOMaxHYJIHCH!
WNHaue u ObITh HE MOYKET — XPOMOHOTUI HUKY/IBIIIHBIN CTPEJIOK U COBCEM HE YMEET LIEJIUTHCS.

HakoHer; oHM OCTaHOBWIJIMCH y JBEPH C KPAaCHBBIMH DPa3BOAAMH, HAIoOM00ME THUTPHHOM
HIKypbl. B cBeTe rojoi 31MeKTpUYecKor JaMIOYKH, OCBEIIABIIEH NOJABAJ, APEBECHHA OTJIMBAJIA
KPacHBIM I[BETOM.

ITepen Tem kak noctyuars, bacta Tuxo ckazan Merru:

— He B3mymaii, muiiouka, Bectu cedst ¢ MopTosoil Tak e Jep3Ko, Kak CO MHOM, a TO OHa
HOJBECUT Te€OS B CETKE IO MOTOJIKOM LIEPKBH, U Thl OyJ€Illb TaM BUCETh, IIOKa OT rojI0Jja HE Hau-
HeIllb TPBI3Th BEPEBKHU. Y MEHSI, 110 CPAaBHEHHIO C HEH, ceplle MIATKOe, KaK y JIIOOMMOTrO TUTIOIIe-
BOT'0 MUIIKH, KOTOPOTO MaJIEHbKUM JIETSM KJIaayT B KPOBaTKY, YTOObI UM CHUJIMCH CIIaJKHE CHBI.

Merru nouyBcTBOBajia y ceds Ha JIMLE €ro JpIXaHue, oTaaomee Maroil. Hukoraa B xu3Hu
OHA HE ChECT HUYETO, YTO UMEET 3aIax MSTHI.

Komnara Copoku Oblia pasMepoM ¢ TaHLEBAJIbHBINA 3ayl. Ha Takux ke KpacHbIX, Kak B
IIEpKBH, CTEHAX BUCENIM KApTHHBI B 30JI0YCHBIX paMax, Ha KOTOPBIX ObUIM M300paXECHBI JIOIH U
noma. Kaptus 06110 TaKk MHOTO, YTO OHH TECHIWJIMCH Ha CTEHE, KaK TOJIIa Ha MaJICHbKOH TUTOIIAIH.
B camom nentpe Bucen noprper KanpukopHa B MacCUBHOM pame. XyIO0XKHHUK, HAITUCABIIUN €r0
HOPTPET, ObLI TaKOM e HeyMelblii U O€3BKYCHBIH, KaK U CKYJIbITOP, U3BasBLIMI cTaryto Kanpu-
KOopHa B LiepkBH. Ero nuio Ha noprpere Obuio Oosiee KPYIVIBIM U MSTKHM, YEM Ha CaMOM JElie,
a cTpaHHOU (POPMBI POT MO KOPOTKUM M LIMPOKHM HOCOM ObUI MOXOXK HAa 3K30TUYECKUU IUIOL.
Tonbko ma3a OplIM CXBaueHbI BEpHO. byATo K1BBIE, OHM CMOTpenu Ha Merru cBepxy BHU3 C TAaKUM
BBIp)KEHHEM, CJIOBHO Merru Obljia JIATYIIKOM, KOTOPOi COOMPAIOTCsI BCIOPOTH OPIOIIKO, YTOOBI
IIOCMOTPETH, 4TO TaM y Hee BHYTpHU. B nepeBHe KanpukopHa Merru noHsia oqHy Belllb: caMoe
CTpPAILIHOE BBIPAKEHUE HA YEIOBEUECKOM JIUIIE — 3TO 0€3/KaI0CTHOCTb.

Copoka cujerna B yCTaHOBJIIEHHOM I10/1 IIOPTPETOM ChIHA 3€JIEHOM 0apXaTHOM KpecJe C BbICO-
KOM CIIMHKOM TakK, CJIOBHO apIlWH IIPONIOTHIA. Beck ee BUJ rOBOPWII O TOM, YTO CUAETH IPA3AHO
OHa He MPHUBBIKJIA: KEHIMHA, KOTOpasi M30 JHA B ICHb paboTaeT He MOKIajas pyk, 0e3 jena qyB-
CTByeT ce0s1 He B cBoel Tapenke. Ho nuHorna ee ycrasiee T€10 BCE-TaKU BBIHYKIAJIO €€ IPUCECTh
B 3TO IPOMO3JIKOE Kpecio, U Merru yBuena ee otekiue, oecpopmennnie Horu. Copoka noiimana
B3[JISA] IEBOUKH U OJIEPHYJIA TIOAOM.

— OH ckazaur, 3a4eM s Tebs1 Bei3Basia? — C TpyIoM, CTHCHYB 3yObl, OHA ITOIHSJIACH, OMUPASICh O
CTOSIBLIMI psAioM cTonuK. bacta co 310panHoil ynbIOKoH OTMETHIL, YTO OHA Bee ciiadbeet, Ho Copoka
Opocuiia Ha HEero TaKo JIEASTHOU B3IVISA, UTO €ro yiablOKa TyT jke nponaia. OHa nogo3saina Merru.
JleBouka 3amenikanach, 1 bacta nmoaronkHyn ee B cnuHy. — [logoliau ko MHe, s Xouy MOKa3arhb
Tebe KOe-4To.

Copoka MeaJIEHHBIM, HO YBEPEHHBIM IIaroM IMoJolLIa K My3aToMy KOMOJY C M3SIIHBIMU,
U30THYTHIMU HO’KKaMH, Ha KOTOPOM MEXAY JBYMs OJIEAHO-KEITHIMU JJaMIIAMU CTOsLIA J€PEBSIHHAs
IHIKaTyJIKa C y30pOM U3 KPOIIEYHBIX JIbIPOYEK.
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Korna Copoka nonHsna KpblKy, Merru B UCIyre OTHpPsIHYJAa — B IIKAaTYyJIKE JIEXKalIU JIBE
TOHKHE 3MEUVKH, JJIMHON ¢ pyKy MerTu oT JIOKTS 10 KHCTH.

— VY MeHs B KOMHATE BCET/a ONpeNeIeHHas TeMIIepaTypa, YTOObI OHM HE 3aChINad, — 00b-
siciuna Copoka 1, OTKpbIB BEPXHUH SIIIMK KOMOJIA, 10CTala OTTyAa epYaTKy U3 MPOYHOU YepHOM
koxu. IlepuaTka Obla Takas KecTKas, 4TO OHAa C TPYIAOM HAaTSHYyJa €€ Ha y3KYyl0 pyKy. — TBoi
npyr Caxepyk odueHb nozsel Pe3y, monpocus ee HallTu KHUTY. — COpOKa, CyHYB PYKY B LIKaTyJIKy,
cxBaruiia ofgHy 3Meiky. — [loau crona! — kpuknyna ona bacre. — XKusee! — U npoTsinyna emy u3Bu-
BaBLIYIOCS 3MEI0.

[To nuy bactel Merru Buzena, Kak BCE B HEM BOCCTAJIO MPOTHUB 3TOTr0 MpHUKas3a, HO OH
MOCJIYIIIHO MOAOMIEN U B35J 3MEI0 B PyKH, CTapasCh AEpiKaTb €€ KaK MOYKHO Jajbliie OT ceOsl.

— bacre He HpaBsTCS MOM 3MeMKH, — C yIbIOKOH cka3asia Copoka. — Yl HUKOTria He HpaBUIIMCh.
OH B00O11Ie, HACKOJILKO MHE H3BECTHO, HUYET0, KpOME CBOETO HOXKA, HE JTIOOUT. A €IIle OH YBEpEH,
YTO 3MEU MPUHOCAT HECYACTHE, XOTS 3TO YyLIb COOAUbsI.

Moprtona npotsnyna bacte BTopyto 3Mel0, U B pa3uHyTOl actd Merru yBuzena MajJeHbKHe
simoBUTHIE 3yObl. Ha MrHOBEHHME €if cTanio mouTH xaib bacty.

— Xopomuii TallHUK, BEPHO?

CyHyB pyKy B LIKaTyJIKy B TpeThii pa3, Copoka JocTana KHUTy. Merru norajanach 6bl, 4to
9TO 3a KHHTA, JJayke €CII Obl HUKOT/IA MIPEX/Ie He BUJEIIA €€ SIPKYIO OOJIOKKY.

— B 3710i1 mikaryske s XpaHio LIeHHbIE Bely, — ckazana Copoka. — Tonsko bacra u Kanpukopx
3HAIOT, YTO B Hell JIexkuT. begusokka Pe3a — Hamo otmaTrh €l MOJDKHOE, OHA cMennas >KCHIIMHA —
oObICKaJIa IOYTH BCE KOMHATBI, HO 10 MOETO JIaplia TaK U He 1o0panach. A oHa 100Ut 3meill. Mue
HE BCTPEUAJIOCH €IIIe HU OJIHOTO YeJIOBEeKa, KOTOPBI coBceM He Oosiics Obl ux. Ho omHax e 3mest
ee Bce-Taku yKycuia. Tak Benpb, bacta? — Copoka cHsa nepyaTKy U HaCMELUIMBO IOCMOTpena
Ha Hero. — bacre HpaBUTCS IyraTh 3MEsAMM JKEHIIUH, KOTOphle He ycrynarT eMy. Ho ¢ Pesont y
HEro HU4ero He BoILIO. HanmoMmuu-ka Mue Ty uctoputo! OHa Kak OyATO MOMJIOKMUIA 3MEI0 TeOe
MOJT ABEPH?

bacra momga nepxkain 3Mel, KOTOpbIe N3BUBAJIMCH Y HETO B PyKax.

— [Honoxwu ux obparno! — npukasana Copoka. — Tonbko octopoxkHo! — 1 ona BepHynach B
Kpecio, aep:ka KHUry B pyke. — Caaucs! — Benena oHa Merru, yka3zaB Ha HU3KUM TaOypeT, CTOSB-
LU PSAJIOM C KPECIIOM.

Merru cena, He3aMETHO 03upasich o ctopoHaMm. Komuara MopTosl kazaack €l 10BEpPXy
HAaOUTBHIM CYHIYKOM C COKpOBHILAMU. B Hell ObLJIO CIUIIKOM MHOTO BCETO: MOJICBEYHUKOB, JIAMIIL,
KOBPOB, KapTWH, Ba3, (pappopoBbIX CTaTydITOK, UCKyCCTBEHHBIX IIBETOB M IMO30JIOYEHHBIX KOJIO-
KOJIBYMKOB.

Copoka ¢ HacMelIKO# B3IIsSiHY/a Ha Hee. B HeB3pauHOM 4epHOM IUIaThe, AEBOYKA CHUJIENA B
OOJBIIIOM Kpeciie, KaK KyKYIIKa, 3a0paBIlasicsi B 4y»K0€ THE3/I0.

— Uro ckaxemb? BenukonenHas KoMHara JIjs CIyXaHKH, HE MpaBaa Ju? — cKa3alga OHa
ropno. — KanpukopH MeHst TIOOUT U LIEHUT.

— BbI ero marb, a OH nocenui Bac B nojajie! — Bo3pasuia Merru.

[Touemy ona He oTkycmia cebe s3bik? Copoka cMOTpenia Ha Hee C Tako HEHaBHCTHIO,
yTO Merru, Ka3anoch, UyBCTBOBaJIa Ha TOpjie €€ KOCTIsABbIe najblpl. Ho Moprona HenoaBuxHO
CHU/ieNia, yCTaBUBLIMCh Ha HEE€ HEMUTAIOLIMMU ITUYBUMHU IJIa3KaMH.

— Tebe crapblii KOI1yH cKka3ai, na?

Kpenko cxxaB ryos1, Merru nocmorpena Ha bacty. OH ykiaabIiBaji 3Mel0 B JIapell U, KaKeTcs,
HUYETO HE CIIbIIIAN. 3HaJ i OH cekpeT KanmpukopHa? Merru He ycrnena moagymarsk 00 3Tom — Mop-
TOJIa TOJIOXKUJIA KHUTY €11 Ha KOJICHH.

— Ecnu ThI iporoBopuUIIbCsS KOMY-HHOYIb U CKaXeITb 00 3TOM XOTbh IOJICTIOBA, — MPOIIUTIEINa
Copoxka, — 51 COOCTBEHHOPYYHO TPUTOTOBITIO T€OE YTOMIEHNE — SKCTPAKT aKOHUTA, HECKOJIBKO ATOJT
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THCA U, 0Ky, HEMHOTO ITUKYTHL. ByIib yBepeHa, rmociie Takoro Oiroa Tl Oy/ieb 1yBCTBOBATh
ce0d He ydiuM odpa3oM. A tenepb ynTai!

Merru B3IIsiHYNA HA KHATY. Torna, B IIEpKBH, OHA HE MOTJIA KaK CIEAyeT pasmIsiAeTh Kap-
THUHKY Ha o0noxke. Celiyac y Hee MOsSBUIIACh TaKasi BO3MOKHOCTb. JTO OB Mei3ax — BEPOSITHO,
¢ororpadus XoIMOB BOKpyYT nepeBHH KampukopHa, a Ha QoHe neiizaxa — 4epHoe Cepie B Kpac-
HBIX SI3BIKaX TUITAMEHH.

— Hauunaii! — upiknysna Ha Hee Copoxa.

Merru nocayiHo OTKpblia CTPaHUILY, TEKCT Ha KOTOpOI HauMHaJICs 00bI0i OyKBULEH, —
BepxoM Ha «K» cunena kyHuna ¢ poxkkamu. CKOJIBKO e BPEMEHH IPOILIO C TOH MOPHI, KaK OHa
BUJIEJIA ATy CTPaHUILy B Oubnuoreke Dnunop? Beunocts?

— JIucrait maneine! — Benena Copoka. — Tebe Hy»Ha CTpaHUIIA ¢ 3aTHYTHIM YTOJIKOM.

Mosua KMBHYB, MerTu Haluia Ty CTpaHMIly U MallUHAIBHO pacipsMuia yrojaok — Mo Tep-
IIeTh HE MOT, KOT/Ia B KHUT'E 3arn0aiy CTPaHHUIIBL.

— 3a4em TbI 3T0 caenana? Xo4ellb, YTOOBI TOTOM sI HE MOTJIa HAWTH OTPBIBOK, KOTOPKIH TeOe
Ha/I0 YnTaTh? — 3aKkpuyana Copoka. — Yuraii po ceds co Broporo ad3amna. Bemyx unrars He cMei
— sl HE X041y, YTOOBI ctofia iBMIach TeHb.

— CkonpKko ab3a1eB 5 JOJKHA IPOYNTaTh BEUEpoM?

— OTtkyna mae 3HaTh? — Copoka novecara JieByto HOTy. — CKOJIBKO ThI caMa YUTaellb, YTOObI
BBIMAaHUTh U3 KHUTH BCEX ATHX (el U OJIOBIHHBIX CONJIATUKOB?

— Ilo-pa3Homy, — moHypo otBeTina Merru. — MHorma ObICTpO mosrydaercs, a ObIBacT, OHU
HOSIBIISIFOTCSL Y€Pe3 MHOTO CTPAHUI], @ TO i BOOOIIIE HUYETO HE MOTyJaeTCH.

— [Ipouwnraii Bcro m1aBy. TOro JOMAKHO XBaTUTh. A MPO TO, YTO «BOOOIE HE MOTYyYaAETCA»,
naxe He 3aukaiics. — Copoka rmouecayia Apyryro HOTY (HOTH Y Hee ObutM 3a0MHTOBAHBI, U TIOJ] TEM-
HBIMH YYJIKaMH{ TPOTIISABIBAI JIACTUYHBIN OMHT). — Hy 4TO cMOTpuIIb? — pe3Ko crpocuia oHa. —
WNnm, MosxeT, 3Haellb UCTOPHIO, I1I€ €CTh CPEACTBO OT CTAPOCTU U CMEPTU?

— Hert, — Tux0 ckazama Merru.

— Toraa Heuero ra3eTh Ha MEHsI, MaJICHbKasl BebMa. UnTail BHUMATEbHO, YTOOBI CErOTHS
BEYEPOM BCE MPONLIO 0e3 cydka 0e3 3a0puHKH. S mpociexy, 4ro0bl KarmpukopH NOTyYHII TO, 4TO
XOYET.

I'maza Merru 6eranu 1o cTpoykaMm, HO CMBICJIa OHA HE IMOHKWMaJia, B TOJIOBE OBLIN TOJBKO
MBICIIH 0 MO 1 HOYHBIX BBICTpenax. HekoTopoe Bpemst OHa MPUTBOPSIIACH, YTO YATAET, CUIS TTOT
HEYCBITHBIM Ha30poM MopTosbl. [10ToM, TIOHSB TOIOBY, OHA 3aXJIOMHYIA KHUTY.

— Bce, — cxa3aia oHa.

— Kak, yxe? — Henosepuuso cripocuia Copoxa.

Merru He otBeTuna. OHa cMoTpena Ha bacTy, KOTOpBIii CO CKyUaroluM BUIOM CTOSI, 00J10-
KOTHBILKCH O Kpecsio MopTobL.

— S He Oyxy uMTaTh CEroAHs BeuepoM, — 3asiBuiia Merru. — bacTa ckasai, 4To HOUbIO 3acTpe-
i Moero otua. Hudero unrare st Bam He Oyny.

Copoka ycraBmiach Ha bacry.

— D10 4To eme 3a POKyChI? — TPO3HO CIPOCHIIA OHA. — J[ymaenis, IeBYOHKA CTAHET YUTATh
Jydlie, €CJIM €€ IIyrnoe cepaie OyaeT pa3outro? A Hy )KMBO CKaXXH €H, 4TO BbI POMAaXHYJIUCH!

Bacra yTkHycs r1a3aMu B 1071, CJIOBHO HAIIKOJUBIINN MaJIBIHIIKA, KOTOPOTO CXBAaTHIIH 32
PYKY.

— 51 et Tak u cka3an, — npoOyOHMI oH. — Kokepenb — HUKYBIIHBINA cTpenok. Ee otua naxe
HE 3alenuIo.

Merru 00JeT4eHHO B3IO0XHYNA, MPUKPBHIB Ia3za. Ha gyme crano CHOKOWHO W XOPOIIO.
PanocTe mpuaana e cMeIOCTH.

— W ewte. .. — Hagasa oHa.

224



K. ®yHke. «YepHunbHoe cepaue»

OHa UM HyXHa, Tak 4ero xe 00saTecsa? Tonbko oHa 1 Mo Moru Beruutarh UM Tenb, HO Mo
OHM TaK ¥ He novmain. M myCTh 1ake He pacCUUTHIBAIOT.

—Yro eme? — cnpocuinia Copoka, MpoBOJIs PYKOH MO TyrO COOpaHHBIM B ITyYOK BOJIOCAM.

HurtepecHo, kak OHa BBITIIsIIETA B IETCTBE, KOT/Ia Obli1a Takou, Kak ceiiuac Merru? Heyxenun
y Hee Bceraa ObUIM TaKue TOHKHE, OKAThIe IyObl?

— 51 e Oyny unTarh, €Ciiu MHE He paspemiar yBuaets Caxepyka, 10 TOTO Kak. ..

— 3auem 310? — nepebuna ee Copoka, HE 1aB €il TOTOBOPUTbH.

«YTto0BI CKa3aTh €My, 4TO MBI ITOMPOOYEM €ro cracTu, — nogymana Merru. — M moromy, 4to
BMECTE C HUM B LiIepkBU Mo MaMa. HaBepHoe, mamay. Ho Bcityx oHa ckasania apyroe:

— I Xo4y onpoCuTh y Hero npoueHus. Benp oH moMor Ham.

MopTona HaCMENITMBO CKPUBUJIIACH:

— Kak TporarenbHo!

«51 O6b1 mocMoTpeEna Ha Hee ellle pa3, — Aymana Merru. — MoxerT, 3To Bce-Taki He OHa...»

— A ecnu g "He o3Bo0? — Copoka cMOTpena Ha Hee Tak ke, KaK KOIIKa CMOTPHUT Ha MOM-
MaHHOTO MBIILIOHKA, C KOTOPBIM pEIlInja OUTpaTh, PEKIE YEM ChECTb.

Ho Merru 6b11a TOTOBA K TAKOMY BOTIPOCY.

— Torga s mpukymry cebe s3bik! — ckazana oHa. — OH pacmyXHET, U BEYEPOM S HE CMOTY
YUTATh.

Copoka OTKHHYJIaCh Ha CIIMHKY KpPecia U paccMessach:

— A IeBYOHKA-TO HE TaK IIymna, a, bacra? — Totr moua kuBHy. MopTona cMoTperna Ha Merru
NMouTH J1ackoBO. — [locymai, uTo s ckaxky Tede, neTouka. TBoe Aypalkoe KeTaHue s UCTIOIHIO.
A 4TO KacaeTcsl ceroAHsIHero Beuepa... [locMoTpu Ha 3T mopTpeThl. — Merru omsaenach. —
Buanms ux numa? Kaxaplid U3 3TUX JIFOIeH KOTAa-TO occopuiics ¢ KanmpukopHoM, U ¢ TeX mop o
HUX HUKTO He cibliali. VX 1oMa, KOTopble Thl TOXKE BUAMILB HA ITUX MOPTPETaX, MOITIOTHII OTOHb.
Korna Oynemib ynTarh KHUTY CETOAHSI BEUEPOM, BCIIOMHU 3TU MOPTPETHI. M1 mOMHM, ManeHbKas
B€/IbMa, €CJIM HauHEeUIb 3alIMHATHCS WK MOJYaTh, TO U TBOM MOPTPET OyeT BUCETH 3/1€Ch B TAaKOU
e 30510701 pame. Eciu sxe caenaenib Bce Kak HaJo, Mbl OTITYCTUM T€0sI K OTIy. byenib nanHbpKkoi,
CHOBA YBUIUIIb €ro. [0BOPST, TBOM rooc npeBpalaeT cjioBa B IJIOTh U KPOBb, BOT ¥ YMTal Kak
CJIelyeT, He 3alIMHAasACh, a He Kak 3ToT octosion Japuyc. [Tonsia?

Merru nocMoTpena el npsiMo B Iasa.

— Jla, — TUXO cKa3ajla OHa, HU MUHYThl HE COMHEBAsCh, YTO COpOKa JIKET: OHU HUKOITIA HE
oTIycTAT ee K Mo.

[Ipunercs Mo camoMy npuiTH 3a HEH.
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Noppoctb bacTtbl U xuTpocTb Caxepyka

— A 6000we-mo unmepecro, nonadem mvl 8 ckasky uau necuro? Hy
0a, KOHEYHO, Mbl U celydac, HO 5 He O MOM, a 3Haeme. 6éce, Ymob clo8amu
PACCKA3aHO, 8eHePKOM )Y KAMUHA, UTU euje JyHiue — NPOHUMAHO 8CAYX U3
OONLWOT MAKOU KHUNCUWU C KDACHLIMU U HEPHbIMU OYKeUuyamu, uyepes
MHO20-MH020 nem. Omey ycsademcs u ckadicem: «A Hy-ka, nowumaem npo
®Dpodo u npo Konvyo!» A coin emy: «Otl, dasail, nana, 3mo dce MOosL oOUMAsL
ucmopus!»

Jc. P. P. Toakun. Bracmenun Koney"

bacra He nepecraBas chinajn OpaHbio, MOKa Taluia Merru yepes miomaib K HepKBH.

— IIpukycur s3p1k! Hy Hago xe! C kakux 3To mop cTapast Kapra craja nojaBarbcs Ha TaKue
ynoBku? W KTo Tenepp JOMHKEH TAalUTh 3Ty Haxanky B ckien? Hy koneuno bacra! Kto e emie?
S 4ro, enuHCTBEHHBIN cyra?

— B cknen?

Merru tymaa, 9To IUICHHUKHU TaK M BICAT B CETKaX, HO B IIEPKBHU ObLI0 ImycTo. bacra Hetep-
TMIEJIMBO MOTALIWII €€ Yepe3 KOJIOHHATY.

— Ha, B ckien! — psBKHYN OH. — TaMm JiexaT MEepTBeIbl, U TeX, KTO CKOPO MMHU CTAaHYT, MBI
caxkaeM Tyna xe. Cryckaiicsi, 1a mo>kuBeil! Y MeHs eCTh Jiesia TIOBaYKHEee, YeM HSIHYHUTHCS C JT0de-
prio Bomme6noro S3bika.

CTymneHbKH BETM KPYTO BHU3, B TeMHOTY. OHHU OBUTH CKOJIB3KHE M Pa3HON BBICOTHI, 1 MerTH
Bce BpeMs ocTynanach. Korja B HEMpomisiIHOM TEMHOTE OHA MbITaIach HAalllylaTh HOTOM CIIEAyIo-
LIYIO CTYNEHbKY, bacTa moATonKHyN ee rpyObIM MUHKOM.

— YeproB ponaps! — pyrazucs oH. — OnsaTe norac!

YUupkHyna ciM4ka, ¥ U3 Mpaka BbIIUIBUIO JUIO bacTsl.

— Tyt k TeOe rocTH, KOHIIEp! — SI3BUTENBHO CKazajl OH, 3axuras gonapb. — Jlouka Boi-
meO6Horo f3pIka xo4eT ¢ To0oi nmomnpomarsesa. Ee oter] Beimanui Te0st U3 Apyroro Mupa, a 1ouka
CETOIHSI BEYEPOM ITOCTAPACTCS CIIENIATh TaK, YTO ThI IPOCTO HCYE3HETh. S| OBl HU 32 YTO HE IMYCTHII
ee crona, Ho Copoka Ha CTapOCTH JIET OUEHb YK moaoOpena. BumHo, HpaBUIIBCS ThI MaJIBIIIKE.
Vx He nuuom 1u? — pacxoxortaics bacra, u ero Mep3kuil cMeX 3XOM OTO3BaJICS B CHIPBIX CTEHaX
CKJIerna.

Merru nojonuia K pemeTke, 3a Kotopoil crosn Caxepyk. Y HEro 3a CIMHOM, HA KAMEHHOM
capkodare, cunena ciyxanka Kanpukopna. [{axe B c1aboMm cBete oHaps OoHa y3Hala ee JTUI0 —
o ¢ pororpadguu Mo. Tosbko BOJIOCKH y HEE TOTEMHEH U OHA HE yJbl0anach.

Korma Merru nozpomiia K penieTke, >KeHIUHA, TIOIHSB TOJIOBY, CMOTpeIa Ha Hee He OTphIBa-
SCH.

— IIpocto He Beputcs, yto MopTona paspeninia el NpuidTH croaal — yIUBIEHHO CKasall
Caxepyk.

— JleBdoHKa MpUTPO3MIIA, YTO, €CIH €l HE MO3BOJIST HABECTHTH TEOs, OHAa PUKYCHT cebe
A3bIK. — bacTa cxxuman B KyJlake KpOJIHublo JIAKy-aMyJsIeT, KOTOPYIO OH BCErJa HOCHJI Ha LIee.

— 51 xoTena nonpocuTh y Teds MpoLieHus, — ckazaina Merru, oopamascs k Caxepyky, a 10OTOM
CTajia CMOTPETh TOJIKO Ha MaTh.

—3a 4T0? — yJABIOHYJCS TOT.

— 3a TO, 4TO s BCce-Taku Oy[y YMTaTh CErO/IHsI BEYEPOM.

19 Ilepeson B. MypasbeBa.
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Hy xax pacckaszarb uM o 1iaHe, KOTopblid npuayman OeHonuo?

— JlanHo, monuiy, NpoOIIEHUs Thl YXe MOIpocuia, — HeTepIeanuBo ckasan bacra. — 3nech
y’KaCHO ChIPO, Thl OXPUITHEILIb.

Ho Merru, He 060paunBasich, BIENWIACH B PELIETKY.

— Her, — ckazana ona, — s eme mo0Oyay 31ech. — MOXET, BCe-TaKu MPUIET B TOJIOBY YTO-
HUOYAb J1enbHOE. — S BbIYMTAJIA OJIOBSIHHOI'O COJJIaTHKa, — cKa3ana oHa CaxXepyky.

— IIpaBaa? — cHoBa ynbIOHysCs TOT. CTpaHHO, HO €r0 yiblOKa He IoKa3anach el 3arajouHon
WIN HaJJMEHHOM. — 3Ha4YUT, BE4€POM BCE€ MOTYUYUTCH, J1a?

OH cMoOTpen Ha Hee B ynop, 1 Merru B3MIsS0M NOMbITallack cka3aTh eMy: «Bce Oyaer He
Tak, Kak 3aaymain Kanpukops! Msl cniacem Bac!»

BuumarensHo BrisiasiBasch B auio Merru, Caxepyk crapalics MOHATh, YTO K€ OHA XOUeT
ckazatb emy. [lotoM, BonmpocutensHo noaHsAB OpoBU, OH oOparuics K bacre.

— Kak moxxuBaet desi? — cnpocwt oH. — OHa erie xuBa?

Merru Buziena, Kak €e MaTh OCTOPOXKHO, CIIOBHO TIO OUTOMY CTEKITY, MOJXOANT K PEIIeTKE.

— Emie sxuBa, — HeoxoTHO OypkHyi bacta. — JluHpkaeT kak 3aBoaHas1, crnath Memaet. Eciu He
YTOMOHHUTCH, 51 onpoiiy [TnockoHoca cBepHyTh €if mero0. OH JT0BKO MPOIEIBbIBAET ITO € FOIYyOsIMH,
KOTOpBIE TajiAT eMy Ha MallliHY.

Merru 3ameTunia, Kak MaTh OCTOPOXHO JIOCTasla U3 KapMaHa IJ1aThsl OyMa)KKy U CyHyJa ee
B pyky Caxepyka.

— 3a Takoe oOpamenue ¢ (eeit Bam ¢ [I10CKOHOCOM JIET 1eCATh CHaCThs HE OyIeT, — 3aBEPHIT
ero Caxxepyk. — TouHo Te0Ge roBopro. Yk B (hesx-To0 sl pa30Uparoch. A 4T0 3T0 y TeOs 32 CIMHON?

Bacra obepnyncs kak yxaneHabli. Caxkepyk, MIPOCYHYB PYKY B PEUIETKY, MOJTHUEHOCHBIM
JBUKEHHUEM Iepeaa 3anucky Merru.

— UYepr, utob Tebs!.. — BeIpyraycs bacra, pasragas ynoBky Caxepyka, U IOBEPHYJICS K HEMY
JIUIIOM KakK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, Koria Merru cxaina B pyke Kiiouok Oymaru. — CMOTpH-Ka, 3anuckal —
bacra 6e3 Tpyna pa3orsyin ee majiblibl U yCTaBWICS Ha MeJKUEe OyKOBKM, KOTOpbIE Hamucania ee
MaTb. — A Hy, uuTail! — OH TKHyJ 3alIUCKY €l B JIULIO.

Merru nokagasa rojgioBou.

— Ywuraii! — crpamHbIM 1menoToM ckaszan bacra. — Mnu Ha poke y TeOst OyzieT Tako xe Kpa-
CHUBBIH y30p, KaK y TBOETO MPUSATEISL.

— [Ipouwnraii emy, Merru, — ckazan Caxepyk. — OH M Tak 3HA€T, 4TO O€3 XOPOIIEro BUHA 5
KUTb HE MOTY.

— Buna? — pacxoxorancs bacra. — Tak Tel mpocun ee pa3noObiTh BuHa? Jla rie x oHa ero
BO3bMET?

Merru cMoTpena Ha 3alMCKy W 3allOMHMHAJa Ka)XJ10€ CJIO0BO, MIOKAa HE Bblyunsa HaU3yCTh:
«JleBATh €T — NOATUil CpoK. S Ka)KIbli roJl OTMedYajia TBOM JI€Hb POKICHUS. Thl emie Kpacusee,
4eM st ce0e MpeICTaBIIsIay.

— Jla, 3T0 Ha TeOst MOXOXKe, KOHTTIEp! — ycnblmana oHa cMex bactol. — Thl Xouels HanUThCA,
yT0OBI MOOeauTh cTpax? Ho st aToro Tedbe morpedyercs 1emnast 0ouka, a TO U JIBE.

— IlomnbITKa HE MBITKA, — MoXKas mwiedamMu Caxkepyk.

Bunno, bacte nokaszanoch mo03pUTEIbHBIM, YTO Y HETO TAKOW JIOBOJIBHBIM BU, IO3TOMY
OH HaXMYpPHWJICS U U3y4alolle OCMOTPEN Ha N3ypoloBaHHOE ipaMamu Jinio Caxepyka.

— C npyroii CTOpoHbI, — MeJIEHHO nporoBopuil bacta, — Thl Bcerna Obl1 XUTPBINA Kak JIHca.
Kak TbI Tymaenib, MaJIbllKa, He MHOTO JI OyKB Uit OMHON OyThuTkM BUHA? — OH CyHYII 3aITUCKY
Merru noa Hoc. — Tel cama ee npouTelib WK nycTb Copoka Ha Hee TOCMOTPUT?

Merru BbIXBaTHIIA Y HETO 3aMKCKY U CpsATaja pyKy 3a CIMHY. bacta B HEIoyMeHHH CMOTpEI
Ha CBOIO MYCTYIO Ja/I0Hb.

— A Hy oTnaii, MaJieHbKas BeZbMa! — 3alumnen oH oT 3;10cTu. — OTaail 3anucky, He To s Tede
BCE NaJIbLIbl OTPEKY.
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Ho Merru, orcTynuB Ha miar, IpyKajiach K peleTKe CIMHOM U KPUKHYJIA:

— He otnam!

Caxepyk ObICTpO COOOpa3miI U BHITAIIMI U3 pyKH Merru OyMakKy, KOTOPYIO OHA MPHIKH-
MaJia K METaJUIMYECKUM MPYThSM.

bacra HaoT™marb yaapui JeBOYKY IO JIMILY, U OHA yAapuiiach TOJI0BOW o peweTky. KTo-To
noraaui ee 1o rojose. OrnymieHHas, Merru o6epHyIach U yBHENA Tiepe COOOH JIUI0 MaTepH.
«Ceituac oH 000 BceM JoraiaeTcs», — nogymaina ona. Ho bacra cmotpen na Caxepyka, KOTOpBIT
pa3MaxuBall y HErO Iepe HOCOM 3alKCKOM, Kak Oy/ITO Jpa3HUI YEPBSKOM I'OJIOIHYIO ITHILY.

—Hy uto? — cipocwmit Caxkepyk, OTXO/IsI ITOIaJIbIIIe OT PEIICTKH. — 3al/ICIIIb CIO/a HITH Oy/IeIlb
JpaThbCsl C MAJICHBKOW JE€BOYKOM?

bacra pacrepssHHO 3acThll Ha MecTe, KaKk peOeHOK, KOTOPOMY HE3aCIIy>KEHHO Jalu MoJ3a-
TBUIbHUK, IOTOM CXBaTuJI Merru 3a JJOKOTh U OTTAIIMII OT PELIETKH.

JleBouka mo4yBCTBOBaJIA, KAK OH NPHUCTABHII €M K TOPITy 4TO-TO XonogHoe. « Hox», — monsiia
oHa. Ee Matp BCKpuKHY/a U yxBaTwiachk 3a Caxkepyka, HO TOT €1L€ BBILIE MOAHSIT 3alIUCKY.

— Tol Tpyc, bacra! — cka3an oH. — TeOe npoiie NpUCTaBUTh HOXK K TOpily peOeHKa, 4eM BOUTH
ko MHE. BoT ecim Ob1 TyT 0BT [l1TOCKOHOC, TOTIA ApyTroe neno. Tak Bexap? Ho ero 3neck Het. Hy,
naBai, 3axonu ctona! Y Tedst BeIb HOXK, a sl ¢ ToJibIMU pykamu. K Tomy ke Thl 3Haelnb, s Oepery
UX U BCErJa HEOXOTHO JIE3y B JIPAKY.

Merru nouyBcTBOBajia, Kak xBaTrka bactel ocnabna. OcTtpue HOXa yKe He BOUBAJIOCH €i B
koxy. OHa OTKaluIAIach U MPUKOCHYJAch K 1iee. Eif ka3anock, 4To Ha pyke JOKHA ObITh KPOBB, HO
ee He Obu10. bacta oTnuxHym Merru ¢ Takoi CUJIo, 4TO I€BOYKA yIlaja Ha CHIPON KaMEHHBIH TTOJI.
[ToTom OH BBITAIIMII U3 KapMaHa CBA3KY KJItouel. 3apIXasiCh OT APOCTH U TSKEINO JblIa, Kak Oy/1To
OH TpoOexan MapadoHCKYIO AUCTaHIHI0, bacTa IpokanmMu pyKaMy BCTaBHJI KITFOY B 3aMOK.

Caxepyk HabOmronan 3a aAedcTBUaAMU bacTbl ¢ caMbIM HEBO3MYTUMBIM BHJIOM. OH KECTOM
Beses MaTepu Merru oToWTH Mmojajibllie OT PEHIETKH U caM C U3SIIECTBOM TaHI[Opa OTCTYMMII Ha
HECKOJIBKO IAroB. [Jsi/1s Ha Hero, OBUIO HETIOHSATHO, OOUTCS OH WMJIM HET, TOJIBKO HIPaMbl Ha €T0
JMIIE MPOCTYNANIHU sIpUe, YeM BCEra.

— A Hy yOepu 3Ty IITYKY! — cKa3aJl OH, korzna bacra Boiesn B kamepy, HaCTaBUB Ha HETO CBOM
Tr00uMBINA HOXK. — Ecim Tb1 MeHst yObers, ucrioptuib KanpukopHy Bce ynoBonbeTBue. OH Tebe
3TOrO HE MPOCTHUT.

Ha, Caxxepyk 6osiicss. Merry oHs1a 3TO TI0 €T0 ToJIoCy, 1a ¥ TOBOPHII OH Yepecuyp OBICTPO.

— 3aueM ke Tak cpa3y — youBarb? — npoiunesn bacra, 3akppiBast HOToi peleTky KaMmepsbl.

Caxepyk OTCTYNUJI K KAMEHHOMY capkodary.

— The1, BuAHO, pemni 100aBUTh MHE y30poB Ha juie? — OH TOBOPUII MOYTH LIEHOTOM, HO
TENepb B €ro rojoce 3Byyail HEHABUCTb, OTBPALIEHHUE U 310CTh. — He nymaii, yto 3To Oyner Tak
JKE JIETKO, KaK B MPOILIBIA pa3, — ckazas oH. — C TeX mop 5 XOPOIIO BEIYUHII YPOK.

— Heyxenu? — bacra crosit y:xe B MeTpe oT Hero. — [TocMoTpum, uTo ke Thl Bblyumil. TBoM
JpyT OTOHb ceifyac Tede He MOMOXKET. J{ake TBOSI BOHIOUAs! KYHHUIIA JTAJICKO.

— S1 roBopto o cioBax! — Caxepyk MPUKOCHYJICS K capkodary. — S pa3Be Tebe He paccKasbl-
Bas1? Peu noxxanaenu MeHs 3a U3ypOAOBaHHOE JIUIO U HAYYMJIM HACBLIATh NpoKJsATHe. OHU 3HAIOT,
YTO S HE J1I00MI0 Aparbes. S Teds npokiuHato, bacta, kocTaMu MepTBeLia, KOTOPBIN JIEKUT B 3TOM
rpoOy! ['oToB OuThbest 00 3akiaz, 4TO B HEM YK€ JABHO JISKUT HE CBSIICHHMK, & OAUH U3 TeX
HECYaCTHBIX, KTO MonaJcs BaM B pyku. Tak Beab? — Monuanue bacTsl Ob110 KpacHOpeurBee BCs-
KHX cioB. — KOHEYHO, 3TU cTapbie TpoObl — Myuinil TalHuK. — Ca)xkepyk MpoBes pyKou Mo Tpec-
HyBIIIEH KphIke. — Ero nyx Oyaet npecienoBath TeOs1, bacta, 1o mocnenHux qHei TBOSH KU3HH, —
Kak 3akiuHaHue npousHec Caxepyk. — OH OyneT Be4HO HallenThiBaTh TeOe Moe uMi... — bacta
CXBaTWJICS 3a CBOM aMyJieT. — DTO TeOe He MOMOXKET, He Hajelcs! bennsra, y Te0s, kKaxercs, yxe
ap HaunmHaeTcs? J[poxkar pyky U HOTH MOJIKAIIUBAIOTCS?

bacra 3amaxHyncs Ha HEro HOKOM, HO CakepyK JIOBKO YBEPHYJICS.
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— Ortpnait 3anucky! — kpukHyn bacta, Ho Caxkepyk ¢ HEBO3MYTHMBIM BHJIOM CYyHYII €€ B Kap-
MaH OpIOK.

Merru, cienuBiias 3a UX OEAMHKOM, KpaeM Ivia3a 3aMeTHIa, Kak Pe3a nocrana u3 kapMaHa
IUIaThsl CEPBIN KaMellleK — UyTh OOJIbLIE MEPENEeINHOTO AHLa.

Teneps Caxkepyk NMpoOBEII O KPBbIIIKE Ipoda ABYMS pyKaMHu.

— Xouelb, S NPUKOCHYCh K TeOe? — CIpOCUI OH, IMOKa3bIBasi €My JIAJOHU. — 3HACIb, YTO
OyZeT, ecii MoTporarh rpod, B KOTOPOM JIEXKUT HEBUHHO YOHEHHBIN? — CaxkepyK OTCTYIWII Ha I1ar
B CTOPOHY, CJIOBHO JI€JIasi TYp BajibCa.

— Ecnu Tl NpUKOCHEIBCS KO MHE, 51 OTPEXKY TBOU BOHIOUHE NaNblibl! — 100AarpoBeB OT THEBA
u sipocTy, npopeiuan bacra. — CHauana najiblbl, a IOTOM SI3bIK.

OH cHOBa 3aMaxHyJICsl HOXKOM, HO CaxkepyK M Ha 3TOT pa3 yBepHyicsa. OH Bce ObicTpee JBU-
rajics BOKpyr bactel, To oTcTynasi, To mpuOIMKasch, CJIOBHO B TaHIE, HO HEOXKUJAHHO OKa3aJics
B JIOBYIIIKE — 33 CIIMHOM ObIJIa royiasi CTeHa, CIIpaBa — peleTKa, a mpsiMo Ha Hero HacTymnan bacra.

U tyT mats Merru Opocuiia kameliek — oH rnomnaji bacre B ronoy. bacta o6epHyiics, mocMoT-
peI Ha Hee, CIIOBHO BCIIOMMHAsI, KTO OHA TakKasl, ¥ MoLynal rojaoy. M3 panku Texna kpob. Merru
C yOuBJICHUEM OOHapyxuia, yTo HOX bactel Teneps y Caxepyka. bacta mopaskeHHO cMOTpen Ha
3HAKOMBIN HOX, KaK Oy/lTO HE MOT IOBEPUTH, UTO TOT KOBAPHO IPeiajl CBOErO XO35MHa.

— Hy xax? — Caxxepyk HanpaBuil HOX B )kUBOT bactel. — Kakoe msirkoe y te0s teno! Yenose-
YEeCKOE TeJI0 BOOOIIE XpyIIKas BElllb, a [NIABHOE, HANTHU €My 3aMeHy HEBO3MOKHO. Kak BbI mocty-
naetre ¢ 6eqHpIMU KolkaMu U Oenkamu? [1nockoHoc 0060kaeT paccka3bIBaTh Mpo 3TO. ..

— 41 He oxouych Ha Oenok, — npoxpunen bacra, modnenHeB, — pyMsiHELL SIPOCTH UCYE3 C €T0
muna. Ctpax He ObIBaeT pyMsIHBIM, cTpax OneneH Kak MepTBel. — UTo ThI Xo4emb caenars? —
TSKEJI0 BBITOBOPHII OH, OYITO YTO-TO AYIINUJIO €r0. — Jlymaelsb, CMOXKelllb BEIOpaTbes U3 JEpEBHU?
Tebst mpucTpemsT Kak codaKy, MPexk/Ie YeM ThI IePEeHaeIb III0UIa b,

— Coracucs, 3TO JIyullle, 4eM BCTpeTUThes ¢ Tenbto, — ckazan Caxepyk. — Kpome toro, onn
BCE€ PABHO IIPOMAaXKYT.

Pe3a momonuia k HeMy W MoKaszaya B BO3IyXe MajiblieM, OyaTo mumieT. Caxepyk J0ocTall U3
KapMaHa 3allicKy U oTnal ei. bacra cieaui 3a HeW OAHUMU Ti1a3aMu, Kak OyJITO XOTEN B3IJISIOM,
CJIOBHO MarHUTOM, MPUTAHYTH €€ K cede. Pe3a uto-To Hammcana Ha Hell U BepHyna Caxepyky.
Hamopmus 1006, OH cTan 4uTarh.

— Jloxxnarbes TeMHOTHI? — cripocui1 oH. — Her, s He xouy xnate. Ho neBouke, BO3MOXKHO,
Jy4IIe octaThes 31ech. — OH mocMmotpelt Ha Merru. — KanpukopH Bpsiz 7y € 4TO-HUOYIb ClIeyacT,
Belb OHa ero HOBBIM BommeOnbIit SI3bik, a moToM otelr 3a0epeT ee. — Caxkepyk MOJ0KUI 3aMUCKY
B KapMaH U MPOBEJI KOHYMKOM HOXa I10 MyroBuiiaM Ha pyoaike bactel. — Mau k nectuune, Pesa, —
CKazaJl OH. — MHe HaJl0 3aKOHYUTH ITO JIEJI0, U MbI YHJIEM OTCIO/IA, KaK camast 0ObIYHAsl BIIFOOJIEHHAs
napouka.

Pe3a poOxo oTKpbLIa Kamepy U, BBIHAS OTTY/a, B3s1a Merru 3a pyky. Ee nmaibip1 Obuti Xomo-
HBIE U 9y Th-4yTh LIEPIIABIC — YYXKHE MMaJIbIIbI, HO JHUIIO OBUIO 3HAKOMOE, X0Ts Ha (hoTorpaduu oHa
BBIIJISAIENIa MOJIOKE U IV1a3a HE ObUIM TAKUMU I'PYCTHBIMH.

— Pe3a, MbI He MOXeM B3sITh €€ ¢ coboi! — kpuknyn et Caxxepyk, npmwxumas bacty k crene. —
Ee oren yober MeHs1, ecnu ee BAPYT 3acTpensaT. OTBEPHUCH caMa M 3aKpoH eil Tiiaza — He HaJo,
4yTOOBI OHA BUJIENA. .. — HOX APOTHYI B €r0 pyKe.

Pe3a ¢ yxacom nocmotpena Ha Caxxkepyka U 3aMoTana rojioBoid, Ho Caxepyk caenain BUI,
YTO HE 3aMEYaeT €€ peaKiuu.

— beil cunbHee, xxonmep! — npommunen bacra. — YouBarh — HenpocToe A€N0, YMETh HaJo.
UYroObl yOUBaTh, HYKEH OTIBIT.

— Yyms! — Caxkepyk cXBaTUII €r0 3a KypTKY U MOICTaBUI HOXK €MY MO/ [10I00POJ0K, TOUHO
TaK ke, KaK TorJa B IepKkBU bacta mpuctaBui HOX K ropiy Mo. — JIto0o# 1ypak MOXET yOUTb.
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Crnenarp 3TO Tak *ke JIETKo, KaK KUHYTh KHUTY B OTOHb, TUHKOM PACMaxHYTh ABEPb UM UCIIYraTh
pebenka.

Merru Ouna npoxs. Peza caenana mar k pemeTke, HO 3aMepria, YBUAEB 3aCThIBIIEE JIHIIO
Caxepyka. [Torom moBepHyacek Tak, 4T0 Merru rojioBoi yTKHYJIACh i B TPY/Ib, U KPETKO 00HsIIa
noyb. 3anax Pe3sl HamomHMI Merru 4to-To JaBHO 3a0BITOE, OHA 3aKphblia Ila3a U MepecTaia
nymatb. Bee mpiciin o Caxkepyke, HOKe, ToOemneBIeM Juie bacTel yiaeTydunucs u3 ee roioBbl. Eif
XOTEJOCh TOJILKO OHOTO — YBUIETH bacTy MepTBBIM, 4TOOBI OH JIe)KaJl Ha CBIPOM KaMEHHOM ITOJTY
CKJIeNa, KaKk CJIOMaHHasl KyKJia, — HETIOJBWKHBIM U HEMHOTo cTpaiunbiil. Hox B pyke Caxepyka
HOYTH KOCHYJICS Oernoit pyOamiku bactel, Ho BApyr Cakepyk BbITAIMI U3 KapMaHa CBOETO Bpara
CBA3KY KJIFOYEH.

— Beixoaur, Thl IIpaB: sl HE yMEIO yOUBAaTh, — CKa3aJl OH, OTCTYIasl K BBIXOAY U3 Kamepsl. — U
HE X0Uy YUUTBCS ITOMY, JIaXKe 9TOOBI yOUTH TeOsI.

bacra 3nopaano ynbioHyncs, Ho Caxepyk 3amnep peuieTky u, B3siB Pesy 3a pyky, mosen ee
K JIECTHHIIE.

— OtycTu neBouKy, — ckazan Caxepyk, Bujs, uto Pesa Bce emie oonumaet Merru. — [ToBeps,
€l HU4TO HE YIPOXKAaeT, HO B3ATh €€ C COOOH MBI HE MOXKEM.

Pe3a nponomkana kauarh rojoBoil 1 Bce 0OHMMasna Merru 3a rieyu.

— D, wonrnep! — kpukHyn bacta um Bcnen. — S Benp 3HaN, YTO Thl HE CMOXEIIh YOUTH.
Otnait HOX, TeO€ OH HH K YEeMY.

— Onu yObIOT T€0s1, €CITU Thl OCTAaHEIIbCA, — HE ciymias ero, ckazan Caxepyk Pese. On He
BBIITYCKaJl €€ PYKY.

— OM, tpeBora! Crona! — 3aopain bacra. — [Inennuku cOexanu!

— Ilouemy ThI HE 3aTKHYJ eMy poT? — B y>Kace crupocuia Merru.

— A gem, npuHuecca? — cripocus Caxepyk.

Pe3a, npuxaB Merru k cebe, Iiaguia ee 1o rojioBe.

— [puctpensat! Onu Bac npuctpenst! — bacra 3amencs or kpuka. — TpeBora! — Bonui oH,
U30 BCEX CHUJI TPSCS PELIETKY.

Hagepxy nocnsimanucs marn. Caxxepyk KHHYI B3D1 Ha Pe3y, Herpomko BeIpyrancs u Opo-
CUJICS BBEPX I10 JIECTHUIIE.

Merru He ciblaia, Kak HaBepXy OTKpbUIach ABEpb. HempepbiBHBIN Kpuk bacTel 3armyman
Bce. Eii 3axoTenock ero ynaputh. Uto xe um teneps aenarb? OHa ycibliaia marid — KTo-TO TOPOTI-
JMBO ciryckascs 1o yiectHuue. Caxepyk? U3 TemHoThI Bo3HUK [1110CcKOHOC. 32 HUM npubexkan eie
OJIMH YEPHOKYPTOUYHHK, Ha BUJI COBCEM MAJIBYMILIKA, U TYT K€ HACTaBWJI pykbe Ha Merru u Pe3y.

— bacra, kak Tbl OKa3ajcs 3a peneTkoil? — B HeoymeHuu crpocui [lnockonoc.

— BeinmycTu MeHsl, 0CTONOI NpOKIATHINA! — 3a0pan Ha Hero bacta. — XKonmiep cmbuics!

— Xonrnep? — IlnockoHoc yrepcst pykaBoM. — 3Ha4uT, Thl ObLI IpaB, cajara. bacra, 3Tor
COIUISIK BUJIEI MOKUPATENs OTHsI HABEPXY 3@ KOJIOHHOW LIEPKBHU.

— W BBI 3a HUM He MoTHaJIMCh? — paccBupenen bacra, NPUCIOHUB JUIO K PEILIETKE TakK,
CJIOBHO XOTEJI IPOTUCHYTHCS CKBO3b JKEJIE3HbIE IPYThsl. — BbI 4TO, HANOTHI?

— Br16upaii cioBa, ymauk! — [110ckoHOC ofo1ien K peieTke u ycrasuwics Ha bacty. — 3Ha-
uynt, Caxkxepyk cHOoBa yMbL1 Te0s1. boroch, KanpukopHy 3TO HE MOHpaBUTCSL.

— JKuBo 3a HuM B noroHio! — psiBkHya bacta. — A To ckaxxy KanpukopHy, 4To 3TO ThI €ro
BBIITYCTHII.

[ImockoHOC ToCTan U3 KapMaHa HOCOBOM IUIATOK M HE CIIEIIA BHICMOPKAJICS.

— Yro ThI roBopuib? A KTO K€ CUIUT 3a pelIeTKoi Ha ero mecre? Jlaneko emy BCe paBHO
HE YITH: Ha aBTOCTOSTHKE JIBOE MOCTOBBIX, HA IUIOIIAU €ILIE TPOE, a JIUILIO Y HEr0 TaKkoe, YTO HU
C K€M He crmyTaemb. Thl cam mo3abotuics 00 3ToM. — M oH 3acMestsicsi CBOMM PE3KHM, JIAIOIINM
CMEXOM. — 3Haellb, a Thl OTIIMYHO CMOTPHILLCS B 3TOM Kamepe 3a pemeTkoid. CoBceM He Harvbli
¥ HO)KOM HE Mallelllb, HaJl0 U HE HaJlo.
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— A Hy OTKpoO# 3TOT 4epToB 3amMok! — 3aopain bacra. — Mnu MHE yKOpPOTUTH TBOM ypOJICKUI
HOC?

— 51 He Mory ero OTKpbITh, — cKa3zaj I[10ckoHOC 3aHYJHBIM TOJIOCOM, CIOXKHUB PYKH Ha
rpyau. — Caxxepyk yHec Kitouu ¢ coooid. Mnu Tel 00poHmI ux rae-aHudyab? — OH BbIpa3UTEIbHO
IIOCMOTpEJI Ha IOHIIA, KOTOPBIN BCE €lle JeprKajl 1oj npuieaoM Merru u ee Math. ToT mokavan
rosioBoil. I110CKOHOC yXMBUIbHYJICS BCEM CBOMM pacIUIIOLIEHHBIM JuLoM. — [Ipunercs uatu x
Moprone. HaBepHsika y Hee €CTh 3aaCHOM KITHOY.

— XBaTUT yXMbUIATbCA! — KpukHya bacta. — A To g Te0e He TOJIbKO HOC, HO U T'YObI OApExKy !

— Ax kak ctpaiHo! I'ne »xe tBoit Hox? Mnu Caxkepyk onsiTe mpuxBaTui ero? Takum ManepoM
y HEero ckopo 1emnas kosuiekius Habepercs! — [ImockoHOC, moBepHYBIIHCH K bacTe cimHoi, ykazan
MaJIBYMIIKE Ha COCEAHIO KaMepy: — 3alpu B HEll JKEHIIMHY M CTOPOXKH, IIOKa sl HE BEPHYCh C
kimodaMu. Ho cHauana oTBeny Kyzia HaJo Hallly JE€TOUKY.

Merru crana conpoTuBisaThCs, HO IlockOHOC, IPUIIOHAB €€, MEPEKUHYI Yepes3 IIeHo U
HIOHEC.

— A KanpukopH 3HaeT, 4yTo JeBUOHKA TYT Jenaja? — HOUHTepecoBalics OH y bacTbl.

— Cnpocu 06 s3tom COpoKy, — YCMEXHYJICS TOT.

— O0oiinych Kak-HHOYIb, — poOyOHII [110CKOHOC, TOTHUMAsICh CO CBOEH HOIIEH 1O JIeCT-
HUIIE.

Merru He BuzEIa, KaKk MOJIOIOM YEPHOKYPTOYHHUK BUHTOBKOM 3aTaJIKMBAJI €€ MaTh B COCE-
HIo0 ¢ bacroil kamepy. B mamsiTu ocTanuch TOJNBKO CTyNEHbKH, LIEPKOBb U IMbUIbHAS IUIOLIA/Ib,
yepe3 koTopyto [1nockoHOC Tamui ee, Kak MEIIOK C KapTOLIKOM.

— Hey:xenu TBOW roi0C Takou ke AOXJIbI, KaK Thl cama, — ChsI3BUJI OH, OIyCKas €€ mepen
JIBEPBIO KOMHATHI, B KOTOpo#l ee aepxanu ¢ Genonuno. — Torga BeuepoM TeHb y HAC MOIy4UTCA
ManaxonbHas!

Merru He oTBeTHIIA.

Korna IInockonoc ornep nBepb, oOHa, HE 3aMedyas PeHonno, 3aie3/1a Ha CBOK0 KpOBaTh U
YTKHYJIAch JUIIOM B cBUTEP Mo.
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ANUHOP He NoBe3no

Onucag mounoe MeCmOHAX0JCOeHUe ROMUYEUCKO20 YYacmKka u
APUCOBOKYNUG MHO2OYUCTICHHbIE YKA3AHUS, KAK NpOUmu  nepeyikom,
nepeceub 080p, NOOHAMbCS NO JECMHUYE K 08epu N0 NPABYI0 PYKY U, G005
6 KomMHamy, cHame wany, Yapnu beimc npednoscun emy npocmumoscs u
bvicmpo uomu oanvuie U 0beuwan Hcoams e20 8036pAUeHUsl MAaM, 20e OHU
Paccmanuce.

Y. Jluxxenc. Onusep Teucm?’

Bosnpie yaca DnuHop A0OMpanachk 10 nocesnka, rae Obul moauueickuil yuactok. M xotst Mmopst
elle He ObLJIO0 BUIHO, XOJIMBI 3/1€Ch ObUIM 00Jiee MOJOTUMU U MX CKJIOHBI OKPHIBAIM BUHOTPA/-
HUKH, a HE TYCTOH JieC, KaKk BOKpYr JaepeBHH KampukopHa. YTpo npeaBemaso O4eHb 3HOMHBIN
JI€Hb, HO, BBIXO/Isl N3 MAITMHBI, DIMHOP yCIbIIIaNa BAaJId packarel rpoma. Hebo Ha1 rosoBoit 06110
CUHEe-CHHee, KaK OKeaHCKasl IIy0b — MaHsIIasl, HO onacHas. ..

«He Oyap manoTkoi, DnuHop! — cka3zana oHa cede, MOAX0/d K CBETIO-XKEITOMY 3AaHMIO
noymieckoro ydactka. — Ceromust OyzieT rpo3a, TOIbKO M Bcero. Heyxenu Tl ctaia Takou ke
CyeBEpHOH, Kak 3TOT OaHauT bacra?y

JIBoe monuuencKux cuaenu B TeCHOM KoMHaTke. X hopMeHHbIe KypTKH BUCEIH Ha CIIMHKAX
cTynbeB. [1o1 TOTOIKOM JIEHHBO KPYTHIICS OOJBIION BEHTHIIATOP, HO B MOMEILIEHUH CTOsIa TaKas
JyX0Ta, YTO OBLIIO HE MPOJIOXHYTh.

[Tonuueicknii MOMOJIOKE, IUPOKUM JIMIIOM U KypPHOCBIM HOCOM IOXOJMBIIHMM Ha MOIICa,
Jlake He TOCIyIIaB, BbicMes1 DnuHop. OH cripocul, MOYEMY OHa Takasi KpacHasi, Hey>KeJIH JH00H-
TeJIbHHIIA MECTHOTO BUHA? DIMHOP YyTh HE CIIUXHYJA €0 CO CTyJa, HO BTOPOW MONMULIEUCKUHA —
BBICOKHMI Xy/JI0M Y€JIOBEK C MEYaJbHBIMM IVIa3aMH U TEMHBIMH BOJIOCAMU C 3aJIbICHHAMU — YCIIO-
KOMJI e€.

— Ilepecranb! — ckazan oH HamapHUKY. — [lycTh OHa XOTs OBI TOTOBOPHT.

OH ciymian, kKak DIUHOp pacckasbiBana o KampukopHe u 4epHOKYpTOYHHUKAX, U JUIO €ro
ocTaBaJloch OeccTpacTHbIM. [loTOM, KOra OHa moBeAajia O MOHKOrax M JOXJIBIX IMeTyxaX, OH
HaxMypHJICs, a KOrJja OHa Jjonuia 10 Merru u npeacTosiiei Ka3H| — U3yMIIEHHO BCKUHYJ OpOBH.
DJIMHOP HE YNOMSHYJIa HU O KHUTE, HU O TOM, KaKUM CIIOCOOOM COBEPIINTCA Ka3Hb CErO/IHS Beue-
pom. OHa cama, pacCKaku €l KTO-HUOY/Ib TTOJJOOHYIO MCTOPUIO HENEIH JBE Ha3ajl, HU 3a YTO HE
noBepuia Obl B 3TH HEOBUTHIIBI.

Briciymas paccka3 OnuHop, MONULEHCKUN HEKOTopoe BpeMs Moiudai. OH HaBes MopsI0K
Ha CTOJIe — aKKypaTHO [TOCTaBUJI HA MECTO KapaH/1alllH, CJI0KUJI CTOIIKON Oymaru, — 1 BHUMATeJIbHO
IIOCMOTpEII Ha Hee.

— S capimian o0 3TOM JepeBHE, — 33 AyMUYUBO CKa3all OH.

— Eme OblI, KTO X 0 HE#l He CIBIMalI! — ¢ HAaCMEIIKOH CKa3ajl TOT, YTO IIOMOJIOKE. — DTO Ke
JIEPEBHS CAMOTO JIbSBOJIA, MPOKJIATAS JAEPEBHS, JJAKe 3MEH MON3yT BOKPYT HEe CTOPOHOI. XomusT
CIIyXH, YTO CTEHBI IEPKBU TaM BBIKPAILIEHbI KPOBBIO, IO YIUIAM XOJST JIFOAU B UEPHOM, KOTOPBIE Ha
CaMOM JIeJIe U He JIFOJH BOBCE, a IyIIM YMEPILIUX, U B KAPMaHaX y HUX TIIeeT OroHb. CTOUT NOJOUTH
K HUM CJIMIIKOM OJIM3KO — U Y€JIOBEK UCUE€3a€eT, PACTBOPUBLINCH B BO3yXE. .. — JIOBOJIbHBII cO0O0I,
OH 3aJIO’KIJI PYKH 3a TOJIOBY.

20 [TepeBon A. KpauoBoi.
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Barmsin, koTopeiM DnuHOp €ro omapuia, ObUT XOJMOMHBIM Kak Jyied. [pyroi monmuuenckuit
YABIOHYJICS ¥, B3OXHYB, BCTAII H3-3a cTOJa. Ha/eB KypTKy, OH MaxHYJI pyKOH, YTOOBI DITUHOP CIe-
J10Bajia 3a HUM.

— Hano B3MIsiHYTh, UTO TaM TBOPUTCS, — CKa3all OH Ha XO[Y.

— Jagaii moe3xaii, BUIHO, TeOe AesaTh OOJbIIE HEYero! — KPUKHYI eMy BCIIEA MOJIOAON
HalapHUK U CHOBA TaK 'POMKO pacCMEsUICs, YTO DJIMHOP MOAyMalla, a HE BEPHYTHCS JIU, YTOObI
BCE-TaKU CIUXHYTh €T0 CO CTYJA.

Yepes HECKOIBKO MUHYT OHA YK€ €XaJIa B MOJIMIENCKON MAIIIMHE IO TOM K€ J0pOre, uTo, MeT-
Js1s1 MEX]Ly XOJIMaMH, IPUBEJIa €€ B ydacTok. «[ocrnonu, mouemy s He puexaja crojia paHblie? —
pasMblnuIsuia oHa. — BoT Teneps Bee Oynet xopomo! Hukoro He ka3HAT, Merru BepHeTcs K OTLLy,
BCE CHOBa Oynet xopoiuo. Monoaen, DnuoHop!» — 6e3 koHIla noBropsia oHa. Hukoraa eimie oHa
He OblIa Tak J0BoJIbHA c000ii. [TycTh Teneps kTo-HuOYIb MOpoOyeT cKa3arh, 9YTO OHA HUYETO HEe
noHUMaeT B ku3HU! Eil XxoTenoch neTh U TaHLEeBaTh, XOTS MPEX/IE OHA 3TOrO HE Jienaa, HOTOMY
YTO HE yMela.

[Honuuetickuii cuaen psigom. OH MoTya TIIeN Ha JOPOTy U MOBOPAavYMBajl Ha TaKOH CKOPO-
CTH, UTO y DJIMHOP CEpALE B MATKU YXOIUIO, U, YTOOBI YCIIOKOMTHCS, OHAa Tepedusia MOUKy yXa.
Jopora, 1o Bceil BUAUMOCTH, ObLIa €My XOPOILIO 3HAKOMa: HU Ha OTHOM IIEPEKPECTKE, HU HA OJHOU
pa3BUIIKE OH HE COWICA C MyTU. DIMHOP BCIOMHMWIIA, KaK OHU ¢ Mo MCKalu 3Ty AEpPEBHIO, Kak
BAPYT €i1 B r0JIOBY MPUIILIA HEOXKHIAHHAS MBICIIb.

MammHa B o4epeTHON pa3 MOBEpHYIa Ha Takoi OCMIeHOH CKOPOCTH, YTO KOoJeca C JIEBOTO
00opTa MOYTH HABUCIIU HaJ OOPBIBOM.

— Y KamnpukopHa MHOTO JTIO/IeH, — CKa3ajia IHUHOP ¢ TPEBOroi B rosioce. — OHU BOOPYKEHBI,
XOTSI CTPEJIAIOT IJ10X0. MOXKET, CTOUT BbI3BaTh MOJAKpEIIEHHE?

Omna BHI€1a YTO-TO OAOOHOE B KAKOM-TO HIMOTCKOM ToJHIeickoM OoeBuke. [lonueiickue
B KMHO BCET/1a IPOCUIIN MOAKPEIIICHHE.

[Honuuelickuii, NpuIiaanB peieroLre BoJIOChl, KUBHYJ: MOJ, OH U caM 00 3TOM MoayMall.

— KoneuHo, moakperuieHne NpUroJuTcsi, — CKa3ajl OH, ¢ 0e3y4aCTHBIM BHUJOM BKJIIOUas
panuto. — Ho nmoka mycth Oyzer npocTo Harorose. B nepeBHe Mbl 17151 Havyasia 3aJjaIuM HECKOJIBKO
BOIPOCOB.

OH BBI3BAJN MO paluy TPYIIY U3 MATH YeioBeK. [lo MHeHHIO DnuHOp, 3TOro OBUIO Mo
npoTHB 1ies10i1 Oanbl KanpukopHa, HO Bee ke JIydille, YeM MY>KYMHA ¢ MaJIbYMKOM U HEYKITIOXKast
TOOUTEIHHUIA KHHT.

— Ot1o oHa! — BCKpUKHYJIa DIUHOP, pa3lIAeB BAAJIW HENPUMETHYIO, CKPBITYIO B TEMHOMN
3eseHu, AepeBHI0 KanpukopHa.

— Ckopo Oynem, — OTBETHJI MOJIMIEHCKHUIA U 0 CaMOW JEPeBHH HE MPOM3HEC OOJbIIe HU
CJIOBA.

VY Hee He ObUIO HUKAKOIO TYypHOTO IMPEAYyBCTBHS, KOIZa OH KMBKOM IONPUBETCTBOBAJ
IIOCTOBOTO Ha aBTOCTOsIHKE. Ho Korja OHM BOILLLIM B LIEPKOBB U OH Iiepean ee B pyku Kanpukophy,
CJIOBHO HalJICHHYIO BEIllb €€ 3aKOHHOMY X031HY, OHa OCO3HaJIa, YTO BCE MPOIIAJI0 U YTO OHA IIPO-
cTO HabWTas aypa.

—OJTa Ieau pacckaszaia CTpaHHYI0 UCTOPHIO, — CKa3aJsl MOJMIICHCKUN, HE TSI Ha DIMHOP. —
Uro-T0 0 noxuilleHnu pedeHKa. DTO BaM HE MOJKOI, 3TO CEpPbEe3HOE OOBUHEHUE. . .

— Bce ato B310p, — O6ecctpactHo ckazan Kanpukops. — S mo0umio geTeil, Ho Ha pacCTOSTHUM.
OHu OTBIEKAIOT OT PabOTHI.

[Tonuuelickuii KUBHYJ, C 0OOPEYEHHBIM BUJIOM pa3[IsAblBas CBOU PYKH.

— Eme oHa pacckasaiia 0 KakOW-TO Ka3HH. ..

— He moxeT Ob1Th! — KanpukopH mocMoTpet Ha DITMHOP, CIIOBHO MIOPakasCh HTpe ee BooOpa-
XKeHus1. — Bel, opuiiep, mpekpacHo 3HaeTe, YTO 3TO HE MOU METObI. MOH JIFOAH UCTIPABHO BBITIO-
HSIOT BCE MOU IIPUKAa3bl, U Y MEHS HET HaJJOOHOCTH MpHOerarh K MoJ00HbIM Mepam.
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— KoHeuno, — THXO cKka3as NOJMUENCKUN U HATPaBUJICS K BBIXOLY.

EnBa B niepkBu cTHXJIM ero ObICTpBIe mIark, Kokepemns, CHAEBIINA Ha CTYTIEHX, 3aX0X0TaJl:

— 910 y Hero Tpoe aeteit? Hamo, 4To0sI Bee monuiielickue nMesn MajieHbkux aerei. C aTum
CIPaBUJIMCH JIETKO: bacTa Bcero aulllb napy pas nporyisuics Iepes KOO, 1€ y4aTcsl ero AETH.
MoseT, OCBEXHUTH eMy maMATh? [t mpodurakTuky.

On B3misHYN Ha KanpukopHa, HO TOT IOKa4aJl TOJIOBOM:

— JIyumie mogymaeM, 4To Jienarh ¢ Halel roctbei. IlocTynum ¢ Hel Tak ke, Kak U ¢ IpYyTuMHU,
KOTOpBIE PACIyCKalOT O HAaC BCAKHUE CITYXH?

Ot B3mIsia OecuBeTHBIX a3 KampukopHa y DnuHOp noakocwmuck Horu. «Eciu Obl ceil-
gac MopTuMep MPEUIOKUII BUUTATh MEHS B KaKylO-HUOYIb KHUTY, — IOAyMaJia OHa, — sl OBl TyT
K€ COIVIaCHJIach U He cTasa Obl 1aXke MPEnuparbesi ¢ HUM». 3a CIMHOW y HEE CTOSUIM MOAPYYHbIE
Kanpukopna — o mobere He MOTIIO OBITh U peun. «UTo kK, DIMHOP, — pelIniIa OHa, — TeOe 0CTaeTCs
TOJIBKO JJOCTOMHO yMepeTh!»

— Cknen wnu xyeB? — cripocun Kokeperns.

«Cxuenn? — mogymania OnuHop. — Caxepyk, KakeTcs, YTO-TO TOBOPHII O ckJjerne... Jlymaro,
HUYETO XOPOILETO. ..»

— Kakas paznuna? Ilycts Oyzer ckien. Bee paBHO oT Hee Hazio u3baButhes. Ko 3HaeT, koro
OHA MPUBEJET B CIAEAYIOUIHM pa3, — cka3an KanpukopH v 3eBHYI, IPUKPHIBAsk pOT PYKOH. — 3HAUUT,
ceronHs BeuepoM y Teru OyzeT Ooubiie padoThI, 4YeM IIaHupOBaIOCh. OHA TOIBKO 00pagyeTCs.

DIMHOP XOTEN0Ch OPOCUTH UM B JIMLO KaKOE-HUOYIb cMesloe OOBUHEHUE, HO A3BIK HE YKeJlaj
caymarbes. Kokepenp moutu AOTalMI €€ 10 TOM Aypaukou craryu, HO KanpukopH Benen Bep-
HYTBCSI.

— 51 32011 cipocuTs ee mpo BommeOnoro f3bika, — cka3an oH. — MOXeT, OHa 3HaET, TAe OH?

— A ny roBopu! — psBkHya Kokepenb 1 ¢ Takoi CHIION cXBaTui €€ 3314 3a IIE0, CIOBHO
coOpaJicsi BBITPACTU U3 HEE OTBET. — BhIKinaibIBail, IJie OH CKpbIBaeTCs?

CrucHyB 3yObl, DIIMHOP cTajga cooOpaKaTh.

— Pa3Be mMeHst Has10 00 3TOM crpamuBarh? — KpUKHY/Ia oHa KanpukopHy, Koraa si3plKk CHOBa
cTaJ eil noBuHOBaThcs. KanpukopH no-npexHeMy cujeN B CBOEM Kpeciie OJeIHbIH, Kak OyATo ero
JIOJITO CTHPAJIM ¥ BHIOCTMBAIN HAa O€3)KATIOCTHOM COJIHIIE. — Pa3Be He TBOM JIFOIM 3aCTPENUIIN €TO
BMECTE C MAJTBYUUKOM?

«A Tenepp B3MIISHU Ha HErO B ynop, DJIMHOP, — Bejena oHa cede. — M He oTBonM miasa.
Bcenomum, Kak Thl CMOTpelia Ha OTLa, KOI/la OH 3acTaBall Tedsl ¢ KHUTOM, KOTOPYIO 3amperian Tede
yntath! Bepkmu cnesy. Pasosnucs! BcriomMHE cBOM COMOKEHHBIE KHUTH, CTPaxX M OTYasHHE MPO-
[IUIOM HOYH, a €CJIM BCE 3TO HE TIOMOXKET, YIIUITHU CeOs KaK MOXKHO CUiIbHEe!»

KamnpukopH nono3purensHo cMOTpEN Ha Hee.

— 51 e roBopuit! — BockiukHyn Kokepenb. — Mbl ero moactpenuiu!

OnuHOp HE cBoAMIA Ia3 ¢ juna KampukopHa, KoTopoe Bce 00JbllIe pacIuibIBalioCh OT €€
IPUTBOPHBIX CIIE3.

— Mou 11011 IpOYECHIBAIOT XOJIMBI — UIILYT COEKaBIIETO MJIEHHUKA, — MEAJIEHHO IIPOTOBOPHII
OH. — Tbl, HABEpHOE, 3HACIIb, I7I€ UCKATh TPYIIbI?

— 51 nmoxopoHWIIa UX U, XOTh PEKbTE, HE CKaXy I7e. — DIMHOP MOYyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK IO €¢
HOCy cTekaet cie3a. «KissHych OykBamu andaButa! — yniuBrIIack oHa. — DIUHOP, B TeOe mpormana
npamaruueckasi aktpuca. Ko 6s1 Mor mogymars!»

— 3Ha4YUT, TOBOPHUILIb, TOXOPOHMIIA. — KanpuKOpH MOKPYTHII KOJIbLIA HA JIEBOH pyKe — UX OBLIO
TPH, U OH TO U J€JI0 MOIPaBJISLI UX, KaK Oy/ATO HE MO3BOJISUT TIOKUHYTH IOCT 0€3 pa3pelIeHHsI KOMaH-
Zvpa.

— [loaTOMy 51 1 OOpaTmiiack B MOJULUIO, — IPU3HANIACh DINMHOP. — S| XOTena OTOMCTHUTD 3a
HUX ¥ 32 CBOM KHUTH.

Koxepenb cHOBa 3ax0oxoTant:
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— 310poBo ke oHM ropenu! Jlyurie BCIKUX JpoB.

DNHMHOP CO BCEW CHIIBI BIICTIHIIA €MY TOIIEYNHY, a pyKa y Hee Oblia TshKemasi, ¥ pa3ousia emy
Hoc. OH yTep KpOBb PYKaBOM M YUBJIEHHO YCTaBUJICS HA KPACHBIE ISATHA.

— Bugumis? — nokaseiBan o KanpukopHy usmaszaHHblil KpoBbio najien. — CrnopuM, Tenun
IpUJIETCS IOBO3UTHCSA ¢ HEM mononblie, yem ¢ bacroii!

CxBaTuB DIIMHOP 32 JIOKOTh, OH MOTALIWII OBLJIO €€ B CKJIET, HO OHa 3alliarajia psiioM ¢ HUM,
ropzio noAHsB ronosy. [IpaBaa, yBuaeB J€CTHUILY, YXOAUBILYIO B O€310HHYIO YEPHYIO ABIPY, OHA
Ha HECKOJILKO MTHOBEHHUH yTpaTHiIa BCIO CBOIO PEIIMMOCTh. «CKJIIeT — MECTO /ISl OOPEUCHHBIX), —
IOHsJIAa OHA. B HEM MaxJio IIeCeHblo, ChIPOCThIO, CMEPTHIO. . .

Ho, yBunes npmxasuierocs k pemerke bacty, OnuHop He nmoBepuia cBouM razaM. OHa
pemmia, 4To ociblmanack, korna Kokepens ckasan o HeMm. B miazax bacTel 3acThuIO Takoe ke
OTYasiHUE U CTpax, KaKk y 3aTpaBJICHHOrO 3Beps B KieTke. OH cMOTpen Ha DIUHOP HEBUASILIUM
B3[JII/IOM — CKBO3b HE€, CIIOBHO OHa U Kokepenb ObuIM HEBUIMMKAMU, KOTOPBIX OH TaK OOsUICS.

—Yro OH TYT nenaeT? — crpocuia DIUHOP. — BbI yke cBoux caxkaere?

— Ckazarb eil? — noxas 1uiedamu, cripocui Kokepens bacty, HO TOT mo-npexHemMy Tsaen Ha
HUX IyCTBIM, HUYETO HE BRIPpAKAOIINM B3I 10M. — CriepBa oH ymyctiit BonmeOHoro SI3bika, a
Tenepsb elle U xKoHepa. Henb3s ke Tak HOPTUTH OTHOLIEHUSI C 00CCOM, JaXKe €CITU Thl €T0 JT00MM-
YUK. A TOJDKUTaTh Thl YK€ JaBHO pa3yuyuiics, — 370paaHo ckaszan Kokepenb bacte u moaTronkHyin
DJIMHOP K COCeqHEN Kamepe.

«Hy-c, rocnioxxa Jlopenan, Bam camoe BpeMsi OAyMath O 3aBELIaHUU, — B3J0XHYJIa DIHHOP. —
Ecnu KanpukopH roToB NpUKOHYUTH CBOEr0 CaMOI'0 BEPHOTO IICa, TO YK C BaMU LIEPEMOHUTHCS
HE CTaHET».

— He Bemaii Hoc! — kpukHyn Kokepenb bacte, BbITackuBas U3 kKapMaHa Ktoud. — Tbl BCe-
TakH B 00ILIECTBE AaM.

— BpI Tak u He molManM nokuparensi Orua? — CIpOCKJ OH OXPHIILKM T0JIOCOM U yrnepcs
J00M B pEIIETKY.

— Her, HO 3Ta TOJICTYXa yTBEP)KIAET, UTO MBI BCe-Taku npuctpenuian BonmedHnoro f3bika.
He 3ps xe [1110CKOHOC CTONBKO KOIIEK Mepedu1, MoKa TPEHUPOBAJICS.

Korna Kokepenb oTKpbLT ABEPh KaMepbl, B TEMHOTE UYTO-TO 3alIEBEJIUIOCH — TaM, IPUCIIO-
HSICh CIIMHOM K KAaMEHHOMY Ipo0y, cujiena KEeHIUHA.

— D710 Tebe st komnanuu, Pe3a! — Kokepenb BTONKHYT DIUHOP B KaMepy U yIIeN, TOCMe-
uBaschk. — byzner ¢ kem nobonTars.

DIMHOP HE BUJIENA JIULA KEHIIMHBI, HO, KOTJa Ta MOJHsIach, HE 3Haja, paJoBaThCs el niu
wiakate. OHa npeanoydsa Obl BCTPETUTHCS CO CBOEH JIIOOMMOM IUIIEMSHHULIEH B JPYTOM MECTE U
IPU JPYTUX OOCTOSTENBCTBAX.
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Xn3Hb Ha BONnocke

— A ne 3uaro, umo smo, — epycmuo omseemun Datigep.
— Cetluac 6 5mom Hem HUYe20 CMPAUWHO20, HO NONOM, HOMOM...
P. Aoamc. Buu3sy y pexu

@apu ycnbliiai YbH-TO IIard B TO MTHOBEHHUE, KOT/Ia OHU Hayalu IOATOTaBIUBATh (haKebl,
KOTOpBIE€ JOJDKHBI ObUIM TOPETh JOJT0, MOSTOMY HEOOXOAMMO OBLIO CAeNnaTh UX TyXe U KpYII-
Hee, ueM Te, uTo Caxepyk UCIOIb30BaN BO BpeMsi CBOMX IMpeacTapieHuit. Mampunk oOpe3an Mo
BOJIOCHI HOXKOM, KOTOpBIi noaapuin emy Caxkepyk, U OHHM CTalld KOPOTKUE, Kak IeTHHa, — Mo cran
BBITIIAIETH HEMHOTO To-apyromy. [Totom @apu mocoBeTOBaNI eMy HaTEPETh 3eMIICH JIUII0, YTOOBI
OHO CTaJIO0 TeMHBIM. «Tenepp HaC HUKTO HE y3HAET!» — MoAyMall OH, KaKk BAPYT YCIbIIIAI YbU-TO
Iary ¥ ToJI0ca: KTO-TO pyraJyics, Pyroi 4eloBeK CMESJICS U YTO-TO KpHyai, HO pa300paTh CloBa
OBLIIO0 HEBO3MOYKHO.

Mo cobpan dakensl. @apug HEOPEKHO 3aMUXHYN B pIOK3aK [ BUHA, U TOT JS3rHYI 3y0aMu.

— Kyna te1, ®apun? — npomenrtan Mo.

— S ceituac! — ckazan ®apua U 3aKUHYN PrOK3aK Ha miedo. OH nepenes3 yepes YepHbIe KAMHHU
B TOM MECTE, I7ie KOr/a-To ObLIO OKHO, U CHIPBITHYI B TpaBy. MeTamindeckas IuTa, KOTOPYIO OH
0TOPOCHII B CTOPOHY, YK€ OPOCIIa aTuCCyMOM, HEB3pauHbIe OeNble IIBETKH KOTOPOTO MOKPHIBAIIN
€e, CJIOBHO CHer. JTy miauTy Papuj Haiell, Korja eMy HNPUIIOCh MPOBECTU 31ECh JO0ITHUE Yachl
¢ CaxepykoMm, ¢ MOTYAIMBBIM, 3aMKHYTHIM >KOHIJIEPOM. 3a0aBlssiCh, MAJIBYUK MPBITAT B TPABY,
YTOOBI MPOTHATH CKYKY, U BAPYT OOHAPYXWUI My Mo miauTod. OH 3aMeTH, 4TO MoJ Hel pasfa-
BaJICsl TYNKHUI 3BYK. BO3MOXHO, 3Ty sIMy BBIKOIAJIHM KaK MOrped, HO OJHAX/bI €€ MCIOIb30BaIN
KaK TallHHK.

Mo HaTKHYJCS B TEMHOTE Ha CKEJeT U OTIIATHYJCS. Bpsia au 3T0 ObLI CKENeT B3pOCiIOoro
yenoBeka. OH Jiexan CBEpHYBIINCh KAJIAYMKOM, U IO3TOMY MAJIBUKK HE UCITYTaJICs €r0 — BBIVISEIN
OH BIIOJIHE MUPHO.

®Dapup 3aABUHYI ITUTY HaJ TECHOH siMoi. Mo ObLT BBICOK AJISE TAKOTO yOEXKHILA, HO C HUM
MaJIbuMKy ObLIO BCe-TaKu CIOKOMHEe, XOTS OH CIIBIIIAT TaKoe ke yacTtoe OueHue cepana Mo, kak
y HEr0 caMoro, KOrja OHU CUJENH PAJIOM, IPUCTYIINBASICH K 3ByKaM HAaBEPXY.

lonoca ObuTH HEPa300PUMBEL, CIIOBHO JOHOCHIIUCH U3 MIPEUCTIOAHEN. Bapyr kTo-T0 HacTymu
Ha Ty, u @apun cxBarui Mo 3a nokots. Korga HaBepxy Bce 3aTUXII0, OHHU €11e JOJITO HE MOIJIU
MOBEPUTH, UTO BOKPYT TUIIKMHA. Papuay Aaxke CTaI0 MEPEIIUTHCA, YTO CKEJIET ABUTAETCS.

Mo OCTOpOKHO CABUHYII IUTUTY U BBIIVISIHYJ HAPYXKy — HABEPXYy ACHCTBUTEIBHO HUKOTO HE
ObL10. JIMIb Tpemany UKaabl 1a UCIyTaHHO BCIIOPXHYIA MTHUIIA ¢ O0YTIIEHHOW CTEHBI.

OHu B3s1M Bee: ofesna, cButep Papuaa, B KOTOPBIM OH KyTajCcsi HOUbIO, U AK€ OKPOBaB-
JICHHBIE TPAIKH, KOTOPEIMU Mo nepeBs3bIBall eMy J100.

— Uro x, — mpousHec Mo, cTos y KOCTpHIIIA, — CETOAHS Ofiesiila HaM He MoHaAo0sTcs. YTto
Obl 51 0e3 Te0s Aenan, yxo-napeHb, JIOBKaU U UCKATEIb TAMHUKOB?! — BOCKIIMKHYII OH U MOTJIAIMIT
MaJb4dHKa I10 TOJI0BE.

[Torynus B30p, @apun ynbIOHYICS.
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Takoe xpynkoe cosgaHue

Kozoa ona ckazana, umo nadeemcs obpaooseamsv /[unv-/Juns, ow
cnpocun:

— A kmo maxas [uno-unsv?

— Kax, [umep?! — usymunaco ona, Ho 0adice nocie pazvsaCHeHUll OH
MAK HU4e20 U He BCNOMHILL.

— Ux max mnozco, — ckazan on. — [{ymaro, ona meneps mMepmea.

U, xaxcemcs, Ovin npas, 6edb ¢heu-mo He dicugym 00420, XOMS
camMu HACMONLKO HEeGelUKU, HMO U MATbLL NPOMENCYIMOK 8PEeMeHU
NPe0Cmasisemcs Um He MaKum YHe MarieHbKUM.

Jre. M. Bappu. ITumep I>n

[Monpyunsie Kanpukopna uckanu Caxepyka He Tam, rae oH Obul. OH HE CMOT YWHTH U3
nepeBHu. Caxepyk npsarancs B fome bactol.

Jlom bacTsl Haxouiics B epeysike 3a JBopoM KanpukopHa, cpeu 3a0poIieHHbBIX MOCTPOCK,
rae oOuTaNIu JUIb KOIIKH J1a Kpbickl. Cocenelt y Hero He ObL1o, OH BOOOIIIE He JTF0OUI 00IIaThCs
¢ moapmu, kpome Kanpukopna. Caxkepyk ObL1 yBepeH, uto bacta cran Obl, kak cobaka, y mopora
Kanpukopha, eciu 6 eMy pa3pemii X03s1uH, HO HUKTO U3 MOJPYYHBIX KarmpukopHa HE KT B €T0
nomMe. OHM TONTBKO OXPAHSIIU €T0, a €N B IIEPKBU U CIIai B OMyCTEBILEM JI0ME, KAKHX B JCpEBHE
0bUT0 HeMas0. UepHOKYPTOYHUKH ITOCTOSHHO MEHSUIA MECTO JKUTEIILCTBA: CHAYaJIa )KHUJIH B OJTHOM
JIOME, a €CITU MPOXYAUTCS, HAIIpUMep, Kphbliiia — nepedupainuchk B apyroit. U Tonpko bacta i Ha
onHoM MmecTe. Caxepyk Mpearnoarai, 4To OH IPUCMOTPEN 3TOT JI0OM, TIOTOMY YTO Yy €ro mopora
poc 3Bepo00oii — 00eper OT BCSKOTO 371, 32 UCKITFOYSHUEM TOTO 3714, YTO ObLIO y camoro bacTsl.

Jlom OBUT M3 Ceporo KaMHs, KaK IMOYTH BCe JoMa B okpyre. UepHble cTaBHH bacta 00bIYHO
3aKpbIBaJl, HAPUCOBAB HA HUX 3HAK, 3aIMINABIINI, KaK OH CUUTAJ, OT O€/IbI, MOA00HO I[IBETaM 3BE-
po6os. Mnoraa Caxepyk aymadn, uto bacta 6ouTcs MPOKISTHS, TOTOMY 4TO OOUTCS Mpaka B CBOei
JyIIe, OTYET0 MHP BOKPYT KXKETCS €My TOXKE MPaYHbIM.

He ycnen Caxxepyk BBIATH M3 LIEPKBU, KaK HATKHYJCS Ha OTPsA Moapy4Hbix KanmpukopHa.
VYBUZEB €ro, OHU PacCTEePSIIUCH OT YAUBICHHUS, U OH YCIel CKphIThes B nepeyike. K cuactoro, Caxe-
PYK 3HaJ B 3TOH JepeBHE Kaxblii kamMmeHb. OH HampaBuiics ObUIO K aBTOCTOSIHKE, YTOOBI OTTY/A
YHITH B TOPBI, HO BHE3AITHO BCIIOMHUII O TOM, 4TO 10M bacTel ctouT myctoit. OH npoOupacs BIoib
pa3pylLICHHBIX CTEH, MPsAYach B MOABANIaX U omycTeBIIuX AoMax. OH ymen npsTarbes — naxe [ Bun
HE MOT ero MpeB3ouTH. M 3T0 yMeHHEe eMy MPUTOAMIOCh: OH 00JIa3Uil BCe 3a0pPOIICHHBIC YTOJIKU
JICpPEBHH, KaK UCCIIEIOBA JII00OE APYTroe MECTO, TAC EMY MPUXOIUIOCH ObIBATh.

OO6eccuneHHsbIi, oH qoOpasics no noma bactel. bacra, enBa i He €TMHCTBEHHBIN B JICPEBHE,
3anupan CBOIO JBEPb, HO 3aMOK He ocTaHoBMI Caxkepyka. UTOOBI HEMHOTO OTABIIIATHCS, OH CIIPsI-
TaJICs Ha Yepliake, TAe TaK MPOTHUIN OaJIKM, YTO Ha KaXKJIOM IIary MOXHO ObLIO TpoBanuThes. Ha
KyXHE OKa3allach €la — 3TO ObUIO OYeHb KCTaTH: OT rojiofia y HEero yKe CBOAMIO kenynok. C Tex
Hop Kak ux ¢ Pe3oii mocaauim B CETKH, UX HU pa3y HE MOKOPMUIIH.

[lepekycuB, OH IPUOTKPBUT CTABHH, YTOOBI €r0 HE 3aCTaH BPACIUIOX, HO YCIIIIIAI JIUIIb
JIeTKOE, €JIBa YJIOBUMOE TUHbKaHUE. M TyT OH BCIIOMHMI O ee, KOTOPYrO BblunTaia Merru.

On namen ee y bactel B cniajibHe, T CTOSIU JUIIL KPOBaTh U KOMOJI, HA KOTOPOM OBLITH
AKKypaTHO CJIO)KEHBI 3aKOITYCHHBIC KUPIMUYH. B JepeBHE XOIMIN CIYXH, YTO U3 KaXKIOTO JOMa,
HIOZIOXKKEHHOTO 110 prka3y Kanpukopha, bacta yHocwi o kupnuay, Xots 6osuics orasi. Ha omnoM
KUAPIHUYE CTOSUT CTEKIISTHHBIN KYBIIHMH, B KOTOPOM YTO-TO MeEpIiayio, HarmomoOue cBeTisuka. Ha
JIHE, CBEPHYBIIIUCH, CJIOBHO 0a00UYKa, TOJHKO YTO OCBOOOMBINASCS M3 KOKOHA, Jexkana des. Kys-
IIMH OBLT HAKPBIT TAPENKOM, HO XpyIKOe CO3AaHue BpsA i Morio Jetarh. Korma Caxxkepyk CHsUI
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Tapesky, ¢est He moaHsIa rojaoBbl. OH OCTOPOXKHO BBITAIIWII €€. Y (er ObUTH TaKue KPOIICYHbIE
PYYKH ¥ HOXKH, YTO OH OO0sIcs cinomath uX. Oen, KOTOPBIX OH 3HAJ PaHbIIe, OB MEHBIIE, HO
HE TaKHe XpyINKHe, y HAX OblIa Koka (DUOJIETOBOTO I[BETA U YEThIpEe OJECTAUINX KPBUIBIIKA. A Yy
9TOH OBLIT YeTOBEYECKHI IIBET KOXKH, a KPbUIbS Kak y 6a0ouku. Ee Hy)XKHO OBUIO TOKOPMHTH: OHA
BBITJISA/IENA TTOTyMepTBOM. CTaHET JIM OHA €CTh TO, UTO JHOOMIN Bce den?

Caxepyk B3sUI C KPOBATH MOJYIIKY, TOJIOXKHIJI €€ Ha YUCTHIN cTo (B foMme Y bacTel Bce cusiio
YUCTOTOH, KaK ero OeJIOCHEeXKHas pyOarika) U ycTpow Ha Her ¢ero. [ToTom oH Hamwmi B Oroare
MOJIOKa U ocTaBmil Ha ctoil. dest OTKpbLIa 1a3a: MOXO0XKE, OHA, Kak U Bce (e, KOTOPbIX OH 3HaJI,
TOXe JTH00MIIa MOJI0K0. OH OOMaKHYIT B MOJIOKO ITaJiel] M KarmHyJ el Ha TyObl. OHa ciih3alia Karumo,
KakK KOTeHOK. Ca)kepyK KOPMUJI €€ MOJIOKOM JI0 TeX MOp, M0Ka OHa cMorvia cecThb. dest ciado B3max-
HyJIa KPBUIBIIIKAMH, Ha €€ JIMIIE TIOSIBIJICS PyMSIHEIl, U OHa HadaJia TUXO TMHBKAaTh, HO OH HE TIOHH-
MaJl HH CJI0BA, XOTS 3HAJ TPH S3bIKa, HA KOTOPBIX TOBOPAT (EH.

— XKanp! — npomienTan oH, IOKAa OHA TpeneTana U HeyBepeHHO BcnapxuBaia. — HaBepHoe,
s HE Y3HA0, CMOKEIIb JIU THI CIIEJIaTh MEHSI HEBUIMMKON WIIM TAKUM K€ MAJICHHPKUM CYILIECTBOM,
9TOOBI yaeTeTh ¢ TOOO! Ha Top>kecTBO KanpukopHa.

@es IsIHYIA HA HETO, YTO-TO TUHBKHYJIA M OIYCTHIIACh Ha OyQerT.

Caxepyk Ipuces K CTOIy, TOCMOTpeN Ha Hee u nmogymai: «Kak mpusTHO CHOBa YBHIETh
(ero! Ecnu ObI e1rie y orasi ObII0 IyBCTBO FOMOPA, a U3-3a JICPEBHEB XOTs ObI U3PE/IKA BBITIISTBIBAIT
KOOOJIB]T WIIM CTEKJISTHHBIA YeIOBEUEK, BEPOSITHO, sl IPUBBIK OBl K 3TOMY MHPY: K IIIyMY, CIICIIKE,
TOJIE ¥ K CBETJIBIM HOYAM...»

OH erie 0JITO CHUJISN HA KyXHE CBOETO Bpara W HaOJomal 3a ¢ecii, BCIOMy COBaBIIEH CBOM
HOC ((en — cymiecTBa JIFOOOIBITHBIC, TIOXOKE, M AT HE ObLIIa UCKITIOYCHUEM) U BPEMS OT BpEMEHHU
noJyieTaBlIe K OJIOAEUKY, TOKa OH BHOBb HE HAIIOJHWI €ro MosiokoM. MHorna oH ciblman 3a
OKHOM MIard, HO KabIi pa3 KTO-TO MPOXOAWI MUMO. X0OpoIIo, 4To y bacTsl He 06110 Apy3eit. Ot
nyxotbl Caxxepyk Ha4MHAJI ApeMarh, HO HOYb HACTYIIUT €IIe HEe CKOPO — y Hero ObLI0 BpeMs Ha
Pa3MBIIUICHAS, CTOUT JIM €My UATH Ha npa3aHuk KanpukopHa.

3aueMm emy Tyna uartu? KHUTY OH CMOXET yKPacTh M TIO3XKe, KOTJa B JI€PEBHE YCTAHOBUTCS
cnokoiictBue. Pe3a? Ho uto on mor cnenare st Pe3rpl? Tenb 3a0epeT ee, 1 HUKTO HE CMOXKET
IIOMOYb €, nake BommieOHbIid SI3bIK, €CITM OH U OTBAXKHUTCS HA TaKOW Oe3yMHBIH mocTymok. Ho
OH W HE MOJI03PEBACT, YTO OHA TaM. A €ro J0dYkKa Teneps JrodumMas urpymka KanpukopHa, oH He
nact ee B oouny Tenwu.

«Her, ne noiiny 4 tyna, — nyman Caxepyk. — 3auem? Ilomous g1 um He cmory. MoxHO ere
OTCHJIETHCS 37IeCh HEMHOTO. A Koria He OyneT bacTsl, 51 yiiny orciona...» OH 3HaI, YTO HE CAETaeT
3TOrO, MMOKa KHUTA 3/1€Ch.

®es omycTHIACh HA OKHO U BBITVISTHYJIA HA YITHILY.

— Ocragaiics 31ech, — ckazan Caxepyk. — TaM Ku3Hb HE 17151 TEOS.

Omna BompoIarle NoOCMOTpesia Ha HETo, CI0KUIIA KPBLIbS U Cella Ha MOJJOKOHHUK, CIIOBHO
HE MOTJIa CJIeJIaTh BEIOOP MEXY AYIIHOM KOMHATOW U CBOOOION B UyKOM MHUPE 32 OKHOM.
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lNMpaBunbHbIe crioBa

Hmenno amo u ObL0 CAMbLM YHCACHBIM. MUHA NPEUCHOOHEN 001adana
20710COM U KpUuana, amopQHulll npax 0U2ANCs U epeuiis, mo, Ymo Oblio
MEPMBbLM U TUULEHHBIM (POPMbL, NPUCBAUBALO QYHKYUU ICUSHU.

P. JI. Cmusencon. Cmpannas ucmopus 0okmopa /icekuna u mucmepa
Xaiioa?'

DeHoIMOo Bee MUcajl ¥ MUcall, HO JIMCTOB MO/ MaTpaleM He HakarinBaiaoch. OH TocTaBall ux,
YTO-TO 3a4EPKUBAJ U BIIUCHIBAJ, TOTOM PBaJI JIUCT, Opas apyroi. Merru cibliana, Kak OH BOpYaI:

— Her, HeT, Het! 3TO0 He TO, ITOKA HE TO.

— Yepes yac-apyroii cTeMHeeET, — OECITOKOMHO CKa3asia OHa. — A BIAPYT Bbl HE ycrieere?

OH pa3apa’xeHHO OTBETHII:

— 51 yxe Bce 3aKOHUYMII, HO MHE HE HPAaBUTCS TO, YTO 5 clenai. TyT cronbko BonpocoB! Benb
Tenb, yanutoxus KanpukopHa, Mo>keT molTH Ha Te0sI, UJIM Ha MEHS, WK Ha JIeHHUKOB! Heyxenn
HET JIpyroro BeIxoza, kpoMe youiictBa Kanpukopna? U kyna s 1eHy ero noapy4HbIx?

— Ilycts Tenb ux yoOber! — npomenrtana Merru. — MHaye Ham He BbIOpaTbcs OTCIOA U HE
CracTy Moo Mamy!

DEeHOIMO OTBET HE TOHPABHIICS.

— Kakas Tb1 Ge3kanocTHasi! — BOCKIMKHYJ OH. — Beex youts! Benb cpean HUX ecTh COBCeM
emte aetu. — OH nokayas royioBoil: — Het, s He oprannzarop MaccoBbIX yOUNCTB, g nucareis! 5
JOJDKEH TIPpUIyMaTh OECKPOBHOE pEIICHUE.

W on BHOBB Hauan nucarhb... CoJHIIE yKe CaAUIIOCh, U €r0 JIyYd OKPacHJIM 30JI0TOM BEp-
LIMHBI XOJIMOB.

Kaxnapiit pa3, korna @eHoauo ciplial M1ard B KOpUJI0pe, OH IPSTal HCIIMCAHHbIE CTPAHUIIbI
IOl MaTpall, HO HUKTO TaK M He MpPHUILE] IOCMOTPETh, YTO K€ CTApHK IMHUIIET, Beab bacTta cuaen
B 3aKJIFOYEHUH.

3a nBepbto ckydaiu vacoBble. Co Bceil okpyru crekanuch jtoau KampukxopHa, 4ToObl
MIOCMOTPETh Ha Ka3Hb. MerTu npmxumMaia yxo K JBEpU M MOACIYIIMBaja UX pa3roBophl. Bee
AU TpeacTaBleHus. bacTy HUKTO, MOX0Xe, He jKaJjiel — HalpOTHUB, Ka3Hb OBIBIIETO JHOONM-
ynka KanpukopHa fenana criekrakib 0cCOO€HHO 3aMaHuuBbIM. ['oBOpHiin 11 0 Merru, ee Ha3bIBaJIn
MaJIEHBKOHM BEABMOM, KOJIJIyHbEH, HO BEPUJIU B 3TO, BEPOSTHO, HE BCE.

O nanauye bactel Merru He y3Hana HUYEro HOBOTO, HO UM €0 MPOU3HOCHIIN CO CTPaXoM.
Tenb ObLIa 3HAKOMA TOJIBKO TEM, KTO, Kak U KanpukopH, 6611 13 KHUTH DEHONNO0, HO HACTBIIIaHbI
0 Hel ObuIM Bce, M 'y BceX ObUIM CaMble MpavyHbIE MIPEICTABICHUS O TOM, KaK OHa paclpaBUTCS C
IUIEHHUKaMHU. By pa3Hble npeanonoxenus, kak TeHb yOUBaeT CBOU KEPTBbI, U TO, YTO CIbILIANA
Merru, CTAaHOBHIJIOCH C IPUOIMKEHUEM TEMHOTHI BCE CTpalliHee U cTpairHee. Hakonerr el Hajioemno
CJIylIaTh, U OHA CeJla K OKHY, 3a)aB JIAJOHSIMHU YIIIH.

Korna vackl Ha KonokoJapHE MPOOUIH 1IECTh, PDEHOTNO OTIOKUI PYUKY U C YIOBIETBOpPE-
HUEM IIOCMOTpEJ Ha HallUCaHHOE.

—T'otoBo! — menoToM BOCKIMKHYIM OH. — Bee nmonyunnocs, kak Hajo! — OH no3san Merru u
MPOTSAHYN el TucToK. — YuTaiil! — cka3an oH, TPEBOXKHO IS HA JBEPbD.

— Ot10 Bce? — Merru HelOBEPUHUBO CMOTpETIa Ha Oymary.

21 [Tepeson U. I'ypoBoii.
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— Hy xoneuno! bonbiie Huuero u He HyxHO! [T1TaBHOE — HallTU NpaBUiIbHBIE ci0Ba. Yurail
xe!

3a ABEpbIO X0XOTaJIu, U Merru HuKak He MoIa cocpeaoTounTbes. He ycnena ona nounrtarh
IEPBOE NPEUIOKEHNE, KaK 3a ABEPhIO BHE3AMHO BCE CTUXJIO U Hociblaics ronoc Copoku:

—Yro 31€CH TPOUCXOAUT?

@eHOIMO MIHOBEHHO BBIXBATWI Y MEITH JIMCTOK U CIIpATal €ro moja marpail. EnBa oH omy-
CTHJI IPOCTBIHIO, KaK JIBEph OTBOpUIIach U Bomuia Copoxa.

— Bot TBOI1 00e1, — ckazana oHa Merru u moctaBuia Ha CTOJ TapeyKy.

— A Mue? — cripocuit @eHono ¢ GabIIMBO OECTIEYHOCTHIO.

Crapuk 6osicst, uto Copoka 3aMEeTUT COMBIIMIICS MaTpall, o/l KOTOPBIM OH 3aCyHYJ JIUCTOK,
HO OHa JlaXkKe He B3MIsAHYJa Ha Hero. Merru yxe nossuia, yto Copoka cunrana OeHOIM0 NPOCTOo
JTYHOM.

— Cpbelub Bece, — puKasaia oHa Merru, — a notom nepeozenscst. Onexna y Teds Takas rpsis-
Has!

Ona nmojo3Baia CBOIO CIIy’KaHKY, IEBOUYKY Ha YEThIpe-IATh JET cTapuie Merru, kotopas,
IIOXOJKE, 3Haja, 4yTo Merru cuuTaroT BebMOM, U, CTapasCh HE CMOTPETh Ha Hee, oBecuia 0enoe
IUTaThe Ha JBEPITy IKada.

— He Hy»Ho MHe 3T0 11atke! — cepanTo cka3ana Merru u oTBepHyach. — S HaieHy CBUTEp. —
Omna B3sina cButep Mo, Ho Copoka BbeIpBaJia €ro y Hee.

—3amonuu! Kanpukops nogymaet, 4to Ha TeOsl HaJieIu MELIOK. JTO OH BbIOpasl TeOe MmiiaThe,
U THI €TO HAJICHEIIb, MHAYEC MBI CAMU HaJIeHEM ero Ha TeOs. S 3aiiay 3a ToOOH, Korna CTeMHEET.
YMoiics ¥ mpUYeHINCh, @ TO BBINISAIUIID Kak Opozsiyas Kolka!

CrnyxaHka ¢ onmackoi Inpouuia MUMO Merru, cioBHO Oosutachk oOxkeubcsa 00 Hee. Copoka
HETEPIIEINBO BBITOJIIKHYJIA €€ B KOPHUIOP U BhIILIA U3 KOMHATHI.

— 3akpoii 3a MHOM, — TIprKa3aia oHa [lmockoHnocy. — Ckaku CBOUM JpyKKam, 4To0 youpa-
JUCh. A Thl JOJDKEH KapayiuTb.

[InockoHOC €O CKyyaroluM BUIOM IOIIEN K JBEpU. Merru 3aMeTua, Kak OH CKOPYMII POXKY
3a ciuHoM Copokw.

— 51 He moOmr0 X0MUTH B OemoM, — cka3ana Merru, pa3misiasiBas miatee. — LIcel cMepT —
6enple. Mo pacckas3biBal MHE O HUX CKa3Ky.

— Jla, xpacHornassle ncel cmeptu, — npousHec denonuo. — [puBugeHus toxe oOemnvie, a
JPEeBHUM OOTaM B JKEPTBY MPHUHOCHIIN TOJIBKO OENBIX KUBOTHBIX. [la HeT! — ObICTpO MCIpaBUIICS
OH, YBUJIEB HCIyraHHble n1a3a Merru. — KanpukopH, KoHeuHO, HE AyMai 00 3ToM, BbIOMpas Tede
wiatbe. OH 1 He 3HaeT ATHX ucTopuil! bemblit — 3To BET Havyasia ¥ KOHIIA, M MBI ¢ TOOOH 1103a00-
TUMCS O TOM, 4TOOBI OH 03Ha4aJ koHell KanpukopHa.

OH noasen Merru K cToily 4 ycajui €€ Ha CTYIL.

—Yto0 310? — cpocuna Merru.

— HaBepHoe, TensaTuHa.

Merru oTOABHHYIIA TapEIIKY.

— 41 He Xo4y ecTh, — CKa3aJjia OHa.

@DEHOIHO C KaJOCThIO IOCMOTPET HA HEe.

— 3Haenib, Merru, — ckaszan oH, — g JyMalo, CJIEAYIONIYI0 HCTOPHUIO s HAMILy O Te0e, O TOM,
KaK Thl BCEX HAC CIIacaellb CBOMM T'0JI0COM. JTO OyJEeT 3aXBaThIBAIOILAsl UCTOPHUSI. ..

— VY Hee OyneT xopomuii KoHen?

Merru B3msiHYyna B 0KHO. CKOPO COBCEM CTEMHEET. A 4TO, eciii Mo NpueT Ha Ipa3IHUK U
CHOBA MOMbITaeTCs €€ 0cB0O0ANUTH? OH ke HUUYEro He 3HaeT 00 uX IlaHax. A BAPYT B HETO OISATh
OyayT CTpensATh? A €cli OHU BCE-TAKH MONAIM B HEr0 BUepa HOUbI0?.. Merru nevaibHO ypOHHIIA
TOJIOBY Ha PYKH.

DeHOIMO NOIIaANII €€ 10 TOJIOBE.

240



K. ®yHke. «YepHunbHoe cepaue»

— Bce Oyner xopoio, Merru! — mennyn oH. — [loBepb, MOM HCTOPUU BCETIa XOPOILIO 3aKaH-
YUBAIOTCS, €CIIU 5 TAK 3aX0UYy.

— V¥ 3T0ro0 Markd O4EHb Y3KHE pyKaBa, — cka3aia Merru. — Kak s jocrany JuCTOK, YTOOBI
He 3ametmiia Copoka?

— I otBneky ee. Hanelica Ha MeHs.

— Ho Bce MoryT yBUIETD, KaK sl TOCTAO JINCTOK.

—Yemnyxa. ¥ Tebs Bce momyuutcs. — DeHoImo NpumnoaHsi ei rojioBy 3a mogoopoaok. — Bee
OyzeT Xopomio! — MOBTOPUJI OH, CMaxHBas cje3y ¢ ee meku. — Tl Oyaemb He ogHa. S ¢ TOOOMH,
rae-to psgoM Caxepyk. [ToBeps MHe, s 3HAIO €r0, KaK CaMoro ce0si, OH MPHUIET XOTs OBl IS TOTO,
YTOOBI TIOCMOTPETH HA KHUTY, U IIPU MEPBOIl BO3MOXKHOCTH MOMBITAETCA 3aBiaeTh €10... Kpome
TOTO, HA CBETE €CTh €IIe TBOW OTEI] U TOT MAJIBYUK, KOTOPBIA TaK BIFOOJICHHO CMOTpPEN Ha TEOs
TOTJIa Ha IJIOLIAAM Yy MaMsITHHKA, I7e s BeTpeTi Caxkepyka.

— IIpexpature!

Merru cnerka TOJKHYJIa €ro JJOKTEM B KUBOT U YJIBbIOHYJIACh, XOTS CJIE€3bl 3aCTHIIAJIM €1 BCe:
CTOJI, COOCTBEHHBIE PYKH M MopuirHHCcTOE Jrio Penonuno. Eil kazanock, 4To oHa HapeBenach 3a
MOCJIEZIHEE BPEMS Ha BCIO OCTABILYIOCS KU3Hb.

— Ilouemy xe? OH kpacuBblii Manbuuk! S ObI 3aMOJIBUII 32 HETO CJIOBEYKO TBOEMY OTILY.

— Ilepecranbre!

— [Ipu ycnoBuu, 4To Thl BCe-Taku noeiib. — GeHonno noAoABUHYI e Tapenky. — M 3Ta Baia
POIICTBEHHHMIIA, KakK ee”?..

— DIuHOP.

Merru nmonoxumna B pOT MacjauHy.

— Ja. Moxer, 1 OHa r1e-To psiAOM, BMECTE C TBOMM OTIIOM. boke, mogyMarb TOIBKO, HAC
nojyvaercs jaxe Oosple!

Merru 4yTh HE NOAABUIIACH KOCTOUKOM OT MacauHbl. @eHomuo yasibancs. Korna Mo cmeninn
ee, OH [MOJIHUMaJ OpOBU U JieJiajl TaKO€ YAUBIEHHOE JIUIIO0, KaK OyATO HE MOT MOHSATh, HaJl YEM OHA
cMmeercs. Merru BOpyT Tak YeTKO MPEACTaBUiIa €ro, 4TO €/1Ba yAeprkKajach, YTOObI HE MPOTAHYTh
PYKY...

— Trl ckopo yBUIUIIBCS € OTLIOM, — IIenHy1 PeHoMno, — U paccKaXkellb eMy, YTO Halula
cBOIO Math U criacna ee oT Kanpukophna. Bee Oyner 310poBo, npasaa?

Merru KuBHYyIIA.

[Inarbe Obu10 Benuko Merru. CTynuB B HEM JIBa 111ara, OHa CHOTKHYJIACh 0 101071, BopoTHHK
Y MaH>KEThI KOJIOJIUCH, a pyKaBa ObUIN y3KH€, OJHAKO TOHKHUH JTUCTOK OyMaru MOKHO ObLIO JIETKO
IIPOCYHYTb IIOJ MaHXKETY.

Korna nan konokonpHel B3omia 6iaeanas iyHa, Copoka npurnuia 3a Merru.

— To1 He mpuuecana! — pazoznmiack Copoka.

C Heii Obuta ipyras CIyKaHKa, KpaCHOJIHMKAs dKEHIIIMHA HEBBICOKOTO POCTa, KOTOpasi, TOX0XKE,
COBCEM He 0osach KoaaoBCckuX yap Merru. OHa ¢ Takoil cuiioi rpoesia rpeGHEM IO €€ BOJIOCaM,
910 Merru 4yTh He BCKPUKHYIIA.

— Tydunu! — psaskuyna Copoka, yBuaeB 1o miartbem Merru ee 6ocbie Horu. — [louemy HUKTO
He ToryMai o Tyisax?

— Ilycth cBOM HazeHeT. — CiykaHKa MOKa3ajla Ha CTONTaHHbIe KpoccoBKU Merru. — [1narbe
TaKoe JJIMHHOE, YTO HUKTO U HE 3aMETHUT. A pa3Be BeJbMbI HE OOCUKOM XOIAT?

Copoka Tak moCMOTpeJia Ha CIIy’KaHKY, YTO Ta 3alHyJIach Ha MOJIyCIIOBE.

— Koneuno! — npousnec deHONMO, C yIbIOKOW HAOMIOAABIIMN 3a TEM, KaK HapsHKAOT
Merru. — Kak pa3 Tak OHH 1 XOZAT. A HE IEpEOACTHCS JIM M MHE [T TAKOTO ciry4as? UTo HaeBaroT
Ha Ka3Hb? S, HaBepHoe, Oyny cuneth ¢ KanpukopHom?
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Copoka BbInsATHIIA CBOM OAOOPOIOK, TAKOM MaJIEHbKHM U MATKUM, CJIOBHO €TI0 CHSJIH C JIpY-
roro, Oosee 10Oporo JuIa.

— Thl MOXeIlIb OCTaTbCsl B YEM €CTbh, — SI3BUTENIBHO cka3ana Copoka, BCTaBlsAsd B BOJOCHI
Merru 3aK0JKy ¢ KEMUYYTOM. — Y3HUKH MOTYT HE I1€PEOAEeBaThCA.

— ¥Y3uuku? — cnpocun OeHomnuo.

— Ja, y3uuku. A xto xe? — Copoka orouuia u orsiaena Merru. — 'onutcs, — cka3ana oHa. —
WHTepecHo, ¢ pacyleHHbIMU BOJIOCAMH OHA MHE KOTO-TO HallOMHUHAET.

Merru onycrtuia royoBy, a @enonno cran oriaekarb Copoky, 4ToObI OHa HE YBJIEKJIaCh CBO-
MU HAOJTIOICHUSIMH.

— Ho s He oOprunbIii y3HUK. [loliMuTe 310 HakoHel! — oTpe3an oH. — be3 MeHs Bcero 3Toro
BOOOIIIEe HE OBUTO OBI, BKJIIOUAs U BAIIly MAJIOTIPUATHYIO 0CO0Yy!

Copoxka cmepuiia ero nNpe3puTeabHbIM B3IVISIIOM U B3s1a Merru 3a pyKy — K CH4acThlO, HE 3a
Ty, TI€ [TOJl MaH>KETOW ObLI cripsiTaH JIMCTOK DeHomnuo.

— 3a T000I MPUAYT B CBOE BpeMsi, — Opocuiia oHa emy, uast ¢ Merru K ABepH.

—ITomHu, uto ropopuii Tede oten! — kpukHysn denonuo Beaea Merru. — CiioBa 0XXKUBYT TOTA,
KOTJ[a ThI TOYYBCTBYEIIb X BKYC Ha SI3BIKE.

Copoka noaTonkHyna Merru B CHHY.

— [MoropamnuBarics, — cka3aiia OHa, 3aKpbIBas 1BEPb.

242



K. ®yHke. «YepHunbHoe cepaue»

OroHb

— A 3uarw, umo denamv! — kpukuyna baeupa, éckaxusas. — Cmynau
cKopee 6HU3, 6 O0AUHY, 6 XUdICUMbL ooell, u docmanb y Hux Kpacholi
L{gemox. ¥V mebs 6ydem mozoa coro3nux cunvhee mens, u bany, u mex sonrkos
Cmau, komopwie noosm mebs. JJocmanv Kpacnotii 1Jeemox!

Kpacuvim [{eemxom Bazupa Hazvleana 02omb, NOMOMY 4mMo HU OOUH
36epb 8 0XCYHIAX He HA308€N 020Hb €20 HACMOswuM umenem. Bcee 36epu
cMepmenbHO DOAMCs 02HA U NPUOYMBIBAION COMHU UMEH, Iulib Obl He
HA3b18AMb €20 NPIMO.

P. Kunaune. Mayznu?®?

C nacrymienueM cymepek Mo u @apuj ornpaBuinch B myTh. [IoMHS 0 cBoelt nocnenHei
HOYHOMW BbIIa3ke B epeBHI0 KampukopHa, oHu pemmiu, yto I'BUHa ¢ coOoi nyuine He Oparb.
@apup mien Bnepean — Mo He 3Hall, YTO OH OOMTCS HOYHBIX JAYXOB, U HE CMESJICS HaJl HUM, YTO
yMeHbIaIo crpax Papuja.

OH 0CTOPOXXHO, HO YBEPEHHO CITyCKaJICs M0 KPyTOMY CKJIOHY, Kak OyITO JyXH CTalld €ro
0O0STHCS M OH J1a’Ke MOXKET UMU TOBEJIeBaTh, Kak Cakepyk OTHEM.

Onu pemmnu nomxeus oM KanpukopHa, Tak 4yTOOBI OKap HE NEPEKUHYJICS Ha TOPbI, HO
MOTJIOTUII TO, uTo Juist KanpukopHa 1oposke BCero, — COKpOBHILA.

B nepeBHe ObUIO IIyMHO ¥ MHOTOJTIOTHO. ABTOCTOSIHKY OXPaHSIJIM YETBEPO BOOPYKEHHBIX, a
y CeT4aToN U3ropo I BOKPYT (hyTOOIBEHOTO MOJISI CTOSUIM MAILIMHBL, (papbl KOTOPBIX SPKO OCBELIANIN
oJie, oT4ero acgaibT ObUT MOX0XK Ha OENyl0 CKaTepTh, PACKUHYTYIO B TEMHOTE.

— 3HauuT, IpeacTaBiIeHne OyaeT 37ech, — npoirentan Mo. — bennas Merru!

B nentpe mnomaaky OblT yCTaHOBJIEH MTOMOCT, @ HAlIPOTUB — KJIETKA, BEPOATHO I Yy/0-
BUIII, KOTOPBIX JOJKHA ObLIa BBIYMTATh MeErru, a MOXKeT ObITh AJ1s1 TUIEHHUKOB. C JIEBOI CTOPOHBI
T0JIs1 pa3MELAINCh JJIMHHBIE JePEBIHHbIE CKaMbU — IIPEIOIAaraaoch, 4YT0 3pUTEIH OyIyT CUIETh
CIMHOMU K JiepeBHE. Ha HUX yXe CHIeJI0 HECKOJIbKO YEpPHOKYPTOYHHUKOB, CJIOBHO BOPOHBI, IIPU-
CMOTpEBIINE TEIJIOE€ MECTEUKO ISl HOUJIera.

Caauana Mo u @apuj pemunin npoopaThCsl B IEPEBHIO U€pe3 aBTOCTOSHKY: CKOpPEe BCETO,
UX HE y3Halu Obl B TOJIIE, HO 3aT€M OHM BBIOpAM BCe-Taku Oosiee JUIMHHBIA U TEMHBIH MYTh.
®apua cHoBa mien Buepenu. OHu Kpaayduch nepederaiu oT JepeBa K IepeBy, OKa He T00paIuch
710 ycThIps B iepeBHE. Ho 1 TaMm yacoBbIX OKa3zanoch Oosblie, yeM o0buHO. Mo u @apuny npu-
XOJINJIOCh MPOOUPAThCs, CKPBIBAsACH TO B IBEPHOM IIPOEME, TO 3a Pa3pyIICHHOHN CTEHOI, U 3aTauB
JBIXaHUe KAaTh, TTOKa MpoiiieT yacoBoii. B nepeBne KanpukopHa Obl10 HEMaIO TEMHBIX YIJIOB, a
4acoBBI€ OECIIEYHO OPOIMIIH 10 YIHUIaM.

®dapua HeC B PIOK3aKe BCe HEOOXOAMMOe IS pa3BeieHust OTHs. Mo coOpaJt Ha BCSIKUIA CITy-
yaif erie XBopocTa. 3HaJIM OHHU M 0 3anacax OeH3MHa, KoTopbli 011 y Kanpukopaa. bouku 06p14HO
HUKTO HE OXPaHsJI, HO, BO3MOXXHO, OEH3MH U HE IMOHA100UTCS.

[Torona 6bu1a Ge3BeTpeHHast, U MIams JOJKHO ObUIO Xopolo pasropeTrhbes. Gapua noMHuI
HactaBineHue Caxepyka: «He pa3zBonu orons Ha BeTpy. Berep Oyner pasmyBarh ero, rmoka oH He
Opocutcst Ha TeOsl U HE CIIIKET y TeOsT KOXKY C KOCTE».

OCTOpOXHO BBIVISSHYB U3 NIEPEYIIKa, OHU YBU/IEIHU Ha IUIOIIAN OKOJIO MOIYI0KHHBI YEPHO-
KYpPTOYHUKOB.

2 ITepeson H. [dapysec.
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— Yero oHu 31€ch TOJIKAIOTCS? — 1IenoToM crpocun apui, npuxumasch K ctene. — Benp
CKOPO HauHETCs MPECTaBICHUE.

JIBe ciy>xaHKM BeIHECIU U3 oMa KanpukopHa CTONKM TapesioK U MOHECHIH UX B LIEPKOBb —
BEPOSTHO, TaM JOJKHBI ObLIIM OTMETUTH YCIIEIIHO MPOBEIEHHYIO Ka3Hb. YepHOKYPTOUHUKHU CTAJIN
YTO-TO KpUYaTh BCJE] JKEHIIMHAM, a OJUH Ja)Ke 3a/paj CTBOJIOM PYKbs 00Ky CiIy>KaHKE IIOMO-
JI0XKe, OTYEr0 OHA YyTh HE YPOHMWJIA MOCYAY. DTO TOT, YTO y3Hail mpouuiod Houbto Mo. ®apun,
CXBaTUBLINCH 3a CBOIO paHy Ha JI0y, ChIa NpoKIATHUsAMU. W mouemy 31ech oka3ancs 3TOT YEpHO-
KypTouHHUK? OH, KOHEYHO, MOXKET UX HE y3HaTbh, HO BPSJ JIU OHU CMOTYT MOJKEYb JI0OM, KOTZ1a TYT
CTOJIbKO NoApyuHbIX KanpukopHa.

— He Bommyiics! — npomentan emy Mo. — Onu ckopo yiayt. IIpexae Bcero Ham HY>KHO
pasBenars, rae Merru.

— 51 mpobepych K MIOLIAAKE U TOCMOTPIO, TaM JIM OHa, — Iienuya dapua.

Bapyr Caxepyk ceifuac B KJIeTKe Ha miomajke. Toraa eMy MOXXHO COOOIIUTD, YTO C HUMU
€ro JIPyr, KOTOPBIM CIACET €ro, — OTOHb.

B 310 MruoBenue u3 noma KamnpukopHa Bblliia crapyxa ¢ ssicTpeOuHbIM 1uiioM. OHa TaHyna
3a co06o0it Merru — ®@apuy efBa y3Hai ee B IITMHHOM OJIOM IUIaThe. 32 HUMU C PY’KbEeM HarepeBec
IIeJ1 TOT CaMblil YePHOKYPTOUHHUK, YTO CTPEJsUI 0 HUM. JlocTaB U3 KapMaHa CBSI3KY KIIIOYEH, OH
3aKpbUI JBEPb U MO3BaJl CBOEr0 TOBApHUIlAa — HABEPHOE, MOPYUHII €MY OXPAHATH JOM. 3HAUUT, Y
JIOMa OCTAHETCS TOJIBKO OJJUH YaCOBOM.

Kazanock, Mo ceitgac Opocurcs k mouepu. @apu cxan ero gajaoHb, Ho Mo 3a0b1u1 000 BceM
— OZIMH HEOCTOPOXKHBIM 111ar, U OH OKa)XKeTCs Ha BUAY!

®apuj ¢ TpyaoM oTTamui ero Hazaa. K cuactero, moau KanpukopHa B 3TO BpeMsi CMOTPEIIH
Ha CTapyxy, KOTOpasl 1U1a Tak ObICTPO, YTO JIEBOUKA HECKOJBKO pa3 CHOTKHYJACh, 3aIJIETasICh B
CBOEM ILJIaTheE.

— Kaxkas ona 6negnas! — nmeyasnpHo npornentan Mo. — boxke Moid, eil, HaBepHOe, CTpaIIHoO!
[TocmoTpera 661 OHa Cro1a — MBI OBI TIOIAJH €H 3HAK. ..

— Her! — Bo3paszun ®apuj, BUENUBUINCH B HEr0. — MBI JOKHBI HOPKEYb J10M, a TIOTOM
nomoxem eil. [Toxanyiicra, BonmeOnsrit S3pik!

— He 30Bu TbI MeHs «BomnmeOHsbIit SA3bix»! He Mory yike ciblimars 3710.

Crapyxa ¢ Merru cKpbpUIUCh MEXAY J0MaMH. 32 HUMU HEYKJIIOXKUN, KaK MEJIBE/[b, KOTOPOT'O
HapsIWIN B YEPHBINA KOCTIOM, 11en [lmockoHoc. 3aTeM IBUHYIUCH U BCE OCTAJIbHBIE, BO30YXIECH-
HBI€ OT TOTO, YTO 00€IaNa HOYb: NOSABJIECHUE B UX JIEPEBHE HOBOT'O UyJAOBHUIIA.

Ocrancs Tonbko yacoBoi y aoma KampukopHa, ¢ MpauHbIM BUJOM NPOBOAMBIIMNA CBOUX
TOBAPUILIEH — TOJILKO OH HE YBUIUT MPEICTABICHHUS. . .

®apup ObicTpo pacckazan Mo, Kak MOKHO yOpaTh yacoBOro. Bbliifisi U3 TEMHOTBI, OHU NpU-
TBOPWIINCH, OYTO TOJIBKO YTO CJIEJOBAJIH IO MEPEYIIKY, ¥ MOAOILIN K 4aCOBOMY. BCKHHYB pyxbe,
OH HEZIOBEPUMBO MMOCMOTPEI HAa HUX, HO HE y3HAJI HU TOTO, HU PYToro.

— Ilocnymiaii, HaM Hy>KHa TBOSI IOMOILb! — KPUKHYA eMy Mo. — OTH KpeTUHbI 3a0blJIU OTHE-
ctu TpoH KanpukopHa.

— Emie yero! OH Tako TSXeJbIi, YTO MOKHO CIIMHY HajopBarh. A Bbl KT0? — OH BCcMarpu-
BaJICs B TUII0 Mo, OyATO BCIIOMUHAJI, TJI€ OH BUJEII €T0 paHblle, a Ha Papuaa He 0OpaTuil BHUMA-
Hus. — Bbl ¢ ceBepa? Y Bac Tam, rOBOPSIT, BECEIIO.

— IIpaBay roBopsT, — cka3as Mo u Tak OJIM3KO MOJOUIEN K YaCOBOMY, YTO TOT OTIPSHYI. —
[Totoponucs, Thl e 3Haelb, KanpukopH *aaTk HE JTIOOUT.

—JlagHO, — HETOBOJIBHO MPOBOPYAIT 4aCOBOM. — Bee paBHO TyT Heuero oxpausatb. OHU, HaBep-
HOE, AYMAIOT, YTO MOXUPATENIb OTHS MPUIET CIoAa BOPOBATh 30J10TO, HO OH K€ TPYC, €r0 J1aBHO
YK U CIIeJ] POCTHLIL. ..

Tyt Mo ynapuin 4acoBOro NpHMKJIa oM IO 3aThbUIKY M OTTaIIui ero 3a qoM KanpukopHa.
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— Capimian, 4ro oH ckazan? — cupocuit @apui, CBA3bIBas HOT'M YaCOBOTO, JIEXkKaBIIEro 0e3
co3nanus. — JKonrnep coexan!

— Ha, capiman. S, KoHe4Ho, paj 3TOMY, KaK U Thbl, HO MOl 04b y KanpukopHa.

Ha nomaau 66110 6€31110/HO — Ka3ajaoch, 4T0, KpOME HUX, B JiepeBHe KanprkopHa He ObL10
HU JTyIIH.

®dapun qoctan u3 prok3aka asa (akena u OyTeUIKy crimpta. «KoHrep coexa!» — HOBTOPSII
OH IIpO ceOsl.

Mo nipoberkain Bokpyr goma KanpukopHa, BEIOWII OTHO OKHO, IPUKAB K HEMY KyPTKY, YTOOBI
HE CJIBIIIHO OBIJIO 3BOHA CTEKIJIA.

— He mory Haiitu cinuku!

@apup cran peiThes B Bemax Caxepyka, Ho Mo He BblIepKall 1 0TOOpajl y HEro prok3ax.

— Jlaii-xa! — pa3npakeHHO MIETTHYJI OH. — 3aMUCH (paKeIaMHu.

@apu nponuTal CIMPTOM BaTy, MOpIIach OT pe3Koro 3anaxa. «Konrep BepHercs 3a ['Bu-
HOM U MEHsI ¢ cO00H BO3bMET!» — AyMal OH.

Bapyr nocnbimanuce Myxckue ronoca. Kazanoch, oHM MpuOIMKarTCs, HO IOTOM UX Iepe-
KpBLIa My3bIKa C aBTOCTOSTHKH.

Mo pocran U3 prok3aka KOpoOOk crmuek. B O0KOBOM KapMmaHe prok3aka XpaHHJCs OIOK-
HOT, KoTopbIid Papu yacto paccMaTpuBai. TaM ObUTH BKIICCHBI BBIPE3aHHbBIE U3 KHHUT H300paxe-
HuUs (el, BeapM, KoOOIbI0B, HUM$. Mo BEITAIIWI OJOKHOT M YBHIET (GOTOTpaduio, BIOKECHHYIO
MEXIy CTpaHuIaMu. J1o Obuta dortorpadus ciayxanku Kanpukopna, kotopas nmomorana Caxe-
PYKY H 3a 3TO OJDKHA ObUIa pacIIaTUTHCS JKU3HBIO. YIAloch N ei Oexarb? Mo cMoTpen Ha
¢dororpaduio Tak, OyaTO BO BCEM MUPE JUIs HETO OOJIbIIe HUYETO HE CYIIECTBOBAIIO.

— Ter ut0? — cipocun @apua u 3axer daken.

®apun npotsaHyn pakesnr Mo — eMy ObUIO crIoapydHEe OPOCUTH €r0 B OKHO C BEICOTHI CBOETO
pocrta. Ho Mo ciioBHO ocTonOeHen, oH Bce cMOTpel Ha (otorpaduro.

— Oto ciyxanka KanpukopHa, kotopas nomorana Caxepyky, — ckazan @apus. — OHa Toxke
3a pemetkoid. OH, mo-MoeMy, B Hee BitoOneH. Ha! — Mansunk cHOBa MpoTsiHYI Mo IBUTAIOLIHA
(aken. — Uero ThI xKaemb?

Mo nocmortpen na @apuja, CIOBHO €ro pa3Oyauin.

— BmoGren?.. — mpoGopMoTan oH U B3suT pake.

[MonoxwuB ¢oTtorpaduio B HArPYAHBI KapMaH, OH OPOCKIT B3IV HA TUIOIMIAb U MIBBIPHYIT
(axken B pazouroe okHo noma KampukopHa.

— IlogHuMM MeHs, S X014y IOCMOTPETh Ha OTOHb! — nonpocus Papu.

Korna Mo npumnogssin ero, @apua yBUaem, 9To 3To ObLT Yei-To KaOMHET: TaM ObIJT MTUChMEH-
HbI cTo U noprper KanpukopHa Ha cteHe. BeposTHO, KTO-TO ymen 31ech nucars. [Isimaromuin
(baken Jiexxaln Ha UCTIMCAHHBIX JINCTAX, JIN3aJl, IOTAJl UX, PaIOBAJICS MIEIPOMY YTOIEHHIO, Pa3ro-
paJicst ¥ mepernos3al Aajblile, Ha CTOJM, a OTTY/la Ha 3aHAaBECKH, MOIVIolas TEMHYIO TKaHb. Bce B
KOMHATE CTaJlo KpacHO-xkeNThIM. J[bpiM es1 Papuay masa.

— Ilopa! — Mo pe3ko nocTaBuil €ro Ha 3eMJIIO.

BHe3anmHo HacTynmia myraromasi THIIHHA. Mo KUHYICS B TEPEYyJIOK, BEIyIUil K aBTOCTO-
ssHke. Dapuj; MPOBOAMI €ro B3NISJIOM — y HEro Oblia Japyras 3ajada: OH KJajl, KOrja Iutams
BBIPBETCA U3 OKHA, a IOTOM 3aKpUyall:

— IMoxap! B nome Kanpukopna moxap!

lonoc manbunka ryako npo3Byyai Ha mycToi miomaau. Cepale y Hero, Ka3ajaocCh, BHIIPHIT-
HeT u3 Tpyau. OH noOeskan 3a yroi U B3ISIHYJ Ha KOJIOKOJIbHIO. YacoBoii Bckoumil. Dapuj 3axer
BTOPOi1 (paken u OpocuIt ero K ABepsiM LepKBH. YacoBOI HaKOHEI] 3a3BOHMII B KOJIOKOJ.

@apua mycTuics BAOIOHKY 3a Mo.
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MNpepatenbLcTBO, OONTNNBOCTbL U IMMYNOCTb

H mozoa on cxazan:

— A Oondicen ymepemn, 6 5mom He MOdicem Oblmb HUKAKUX COMHEHUL;
Hem MHe CRACeHUsl U3 SMoU mecHol mopbmbl!
Anu-baba u copok pa3zooiiHukos

DJIUHOP TOpAMIach CBOEH XpaOpOCThIO, XOTS OHA MOHATHS HE MMEJa, YTO MM MIPEICTOUT
UCIIBITATh, a €€ IJICMSHHHIIA, MOXKET ObITh, ¥ 3Haj1a 0OJIbIIIe, HO BCEM CBOMM BHIOM CKpBIBAJIA, YTO
HUYErO XOPOIIIEro UX He JK/ICT.

Tepesa cToliko Aepkanach Ha ia3ax y OaHIUTOB, KOT/Ia OHU BBIBOJIWIIN €€ U3 TIOPbMBI, OHA
HE TUTaKaja, a pyraTbcsi He MOIIa, JIMIIMBIIUCH T0OJIOCA, KaK H3HOIIEHHOTO 1arks. Ho y Hee Obutn
JIBa M3MSTBHIX KJIOYKa Oymaru, KOTOpbie, paBia, ObUIM TaK Majbl, YTO HE MOIJIM BMECTUTh BCE
CJIOBA, HAKOIIMBIIIMECS 32 JICBATH JIET, OJJHAKO 3TO OBLIO JIydIlle, YeM HUYETO, U OHA HCIHCcalia UX
MaJTIOCEHPKUMU OYKOBKaMU. DJIHMHOP MPOCHIIa €€ paccKka3aTh O TOM, UTO C HEH MPOU30IILIO, HO OHA
TOJIBKO OTMaXHBaIach.

Ee My4unu numib BOMpOCHL O JOYEPU U O MYKE, U DIHMHOP IIENTana e OTBEThl — COBCEM
TUXO0, YTOOBI bacTa He y3Hall, 4To JIBE KCHIMHBI, 0OpEUCHHBIC BMECTE C HUM Ha Ka3Hb, 3HAIOT IPYT
Jpyra ¢ TeX Mop, KaK MJIaJIas U3 HUX YYUIIach XOJUTh MEXy JUTMHHBIMHU, 3a0UTHIMHU JI0 OTKa3a
KHIDKHBIMH TTOJIKAMHU DJIHHOP.

bBacra nepxkasncs mioxo. [Topoit oHM 3ameuanu, Kak OeJieiy ero BIEMUBIIAECS B PEIICTKY
Najablbl. DIUHOP JaKe MOKA3aJIoCh KaK-TO pa3, YTO OH 3aIllakall, HO, KOIJla MX BBIBOIWJIN W3
KaMephbl, €ro JIUIO ObUIO MOX0KE Ha TTOCMEPTHYIO MAacKy. A TOCJIE TOr0, Kak UX 3alepiiv B KJICTKY,
OH CeJI B YIUTy Ha KOPTOUKHU U 3aCThUI, CJIOBHO KyKJIa, C KOTOPOi OOJIBIIE HE XOTAT UTPaTh.

B kiteTke cTOSIT 37I0BOHHBIH 3amax — BEPOsITHO, B Hel Aepikanu codak. [lonpyunsie Kanpu-
KOPHA, TPOXO/IS K CKAMEHKaM, CTYJalli PY>KbsIMH IO PEIIESTKE U ChINaJIM Ha bacTy n3neBarenbcTra.
Ho on naxe He MIEBEIBHYJICS — TaK BEJIMKO OBLJIO €r0 OTYAsIHUE.

OnuHop u Tepesa cTapaiuch AepKarbCs OT HETO MOJajIbIIe, HACKOILKO TO3BOJISIIA KIIETKA.
OHU OTOILIN OT PeIIeTKH, YTOOBI 1O HUX HE JOCTAlM PYKH 3JI0/€eB, U, OOHAB APYT Apyra, rope-
BaJIM, HO B TO )K€ BPeMsI KaKJasi paJoBajach, 4TO OHA 3/I€Ch HE OfHA.

Ha kparo muiomaaku, y Bxoza, HooJajib OT MY>KYHH CHJICITH )KEHIIUHBI, KOTOPBIC padoTau
Ha Kanpukopsa. [Iputuximme u nevanbHbie, OHH CMOTpeNu Ha Tepesy co cTpaxoM U COYyBCTBUEM.

Korga Bce mMecra ObLIM 3aHATHI, Ha IUIONIAAKe MosiBUiIcS KampukopH. OH mporesn MUMO
YEPHOKYPTOYHUKOB M MAJIBYMIICK, CUASAIIMX MPSIMO Ha 3eMJie, JIa)kKe HE B3MIIHYB Ha HHX, Kak
Ha BOPOHBE, CJCTEBIIEECS Ha €ro 30B. 3aTO Mepej KJIETKOH ¢ TUICHHHMKAaMW OH OCTaHOBWJICS U
CaMOJIOBOJIBHO MOCMOTpEN Ha KaxkJoro. bacra, yBuaeB KampukopHa, moCMOTpeN Ha HETO, Kak
cobaka, mpocsimas mpoiieHus y xo3suHa. Ho KanpukopH He ckazan emy Hu ciioBa. Korna oH cen B
CBOEC KPECII0, 3a HUM BCTAJI, IIIMPOKO PacCTaBUB HOT'HM, Kokepesb — BEPOSTHO, OH CTaJl €r0 HOBBIM
JTFOOMMYHKOM.

— Of#i, 1a HE CMOTPH ThI Ha HETO! — HAaKUHYAach DIUHOP Ha bacTy, 3amMeTuB, 4TO OH HE CBOAUT
ma3 ¢ KanpukopHa. — OH ceifuac CKOpMUT Te0s UyIOBUIILY, KaK MyXY JIATYIIKE, & Thl MOJTYUIIIb.
I'ne sxe TBOM yrpo3bl: «SI3bIK OTPEKY, HA KYCKH TIOKpOMCcaro!»

Ho bacta nums notynui rojgoBy. OH BAPYT NPEACTaBUIICS DIUHOP YCTPUUHON PaKOBUHOM,
13 KOTOPO# BBICOCAJIH JKU3Hb.

Korna KanpukopH cen, mepecrtaia 3By4ars My3blka U BBed Merru. OHa 11uia rop/1o oJHsB
ronoBy, 1 Copoka ef[Ba BTalluja ee Ha IOMOCT.
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— 3npaBcTBYH, qoporas! — KpuKHyjIa DJIMHOP, NOWMaB MCIyraHHbIN B3MIA] AeBouku. — He
Oolics, s mpunUIa, 4TOOkI MOCITYLIaTh, KAK Thl YUTAEILIb.

Ha nomanke crosiia Takasi TUILIMHA, YTO TOJIOC DIMHOP TBEPAO U O€CCTPaIlIHO MPO3BYyYal 110
BceMy 1oit0. Ho HUKTO He cibInal, Kak ObeTcs ee cepalle, U He TOTaAbIBAICS, YTO OHA €JI€ JIBIIITHT
OT CTpaxa, HOTOMY YTO DJIMHOP HaJejla CBOIO MCHBITAHHYIO OpOHIO, KOTOpasi BCEra cracaja ee
B TPYZHbIE BPEMEHA, a NEPeXuiIa DIMHOP HEMAJO, U C KaXJbIM TOpeM ee OpOoHs CTaHOBHJIACh
Kpenue.

VYenblas ee cioBa, YepHOKYPTOUHUKHU PacCMESUTUCH, U Aayke Merru eiBa yiblOHyaach. Jiu-
HOp npuxaina k cede Tepe3y.

— B3msiau Ha o4b! — BockimkHyna oHa. — OHa xpabpasi, Kak. ..

Eit xorenock cpaBHUTH Merru ¢ KakuM-HUOYAb OTBaKHBIM F'€POEM, HO OHU OBLIIN MY>KUMHBI
U HE Takue Xpabpble, KaK 3Ta J€BOYKa, TOPA0 CMOTpEBIIas Ha noApyuHbix KanpukopHa.

Bwmecte ¢ Merru Copoka npuBesia Kakoro-To cTapuka. « 9To, HABEpHOE, TOT YEJIOBEK, U3-3a
KOTOpPOTO MBI 3/1€Ch, — IogyMaja DiuHop, — PeHonuo. 1o oH Bhiayman Kampukopha, bacty u
OCTaJIbHYIO MEP30CTh, B TOM YHUCJI€ YyJOBHUIIE, KOTOPOE CKOPO YObET MEHs». DIMHOP HE JIF0OmIIa
nycaresiel ¥ I0ATOMY HEAPYKEITOOHO CMOTpelia Ha cTapHka, Kotoporo Beu [lmockonoc. [ls cra-
puKa ObLI IPUTOTOBJIEH CTYJ psAAOM ¢ KpecsioM KampukopHa. « Yk He 3Ha4uT 11 370, uTo y Kampu-
KOpHA MOSIBUJICSI HOBBIN ApYT?» — 3a1ana cede Bonpoc DnuHop. Ho, xoraa 3a cimHoit @enonuno ¢
MpadHbIM BUAOM BeTan [1mockoHOC, OHa MOHSIA, YTO 3TO HOBBIHM Y3HUK.

Crapuk cein, a KanpukopH nofHsuicad U MeAJE€HHO 00BEN B3MVISIAOM JJIMHHBIE PSIIbI CBOUX
MOJIOTYMKOB, CIIOBHO BCIIOMHHAsI, YTO KaXIbIM M3 HUX CIENIaHO y HEro Ha ciyxOe. B Bozmyxe
BHCEJ CTpax.

— Jlymaro, BaM He HaJ0 pacckasblBaTbh, B YEM BUHA 3TUX Y3HUKOB, — T'POMKO 3aroBOPHII
Kanpukopn. — Ckaxy TOJBKO, YTO pedb HJAET O MPeNareiabCcTBe, OONTIMBOCTH U IIIYNOCTU. BB
CIPOCUTE, MOJKHO JIM CYUTATh NIIYNOCTh MIPECTYIUIEHUEM U 3aCTy’KUBAET JIU OHA CMEPTHON Ka3HU.
Moii 0TBeT — J1a, MOTOMY YTO y HEE T€ K€ MOCIEACTBUSA, UTO Y IPEeJaTeabCTBa.

BnesanHo paszpgascs 3B0H kosiokona. KanpukopH gan 3Hak, [IIOCKOHOC yaanumics ¢ HECKOJb-
KMMH Y€pHOKYpTOYHMKaMH. Hadanmock cmsaTeHue, nroan Bckouniau co ceoux Mect. Ho Kanpukopx
HOJHSUI PYKY, YCIIOKauBast BCEX.

— Huyero He npoun3onio! — KpUKHYJ OH TaK Pe3KO, YTO HA IJIOIIAJKE MTHOBEHHO YCTaHO-
BUJIaCh TULIMHA. — DTO HoXkap. Pa3Be Mbl HE 3HAKOMBI C MOKapamu?

Kro-To0 3acMesiicsi, HO MHOTHE C TPEBOTOW OIIISIBIBAIIUCH HA IEPEBHIO.

«Tak u ecTpb, — IogyMana DIUHOP, IPUKYCHB T'yOy, — MopTHMEp ¢ MAIBYMKOM yCTPOUIH
noxap». Hu npiMa, HU OTHSL HaJ| KpbIIaMH HE OBLUIO, M BCE CHOBA CTalM CiryliaTh KanpukopHa,
KOTOPBIN MPOJ0IKAJ IUIECTH CI0BECA O IPEAATEIbCTBE U IUCHUIUIMHE. DIMHOP MOYTH HE CIIyIIana
€ro, Bce BpeMsi 000paunBasCh Ha JIEPEBHIO, XOTS 3HajIa, YTO TEM CaMbIM BbIJIaeT ceOsl.

— Ho xBarur 06 y3nukax! — npousnec Kanpukops. — [ToroBopum o Tex, KTo cOexalr oT Hac.

Kokepenpb B3sJ1 MEIIOK, JIeKaBIIMK 3a Kpeciaom KanpukopHa, U monai ero xo3siuHy. ToT ¢
YXMBUIKOM TOCTaJI U3 HETO PBaHYI0 OKPOBABJICHHYIO PyOallKYy.

— OHnu yxe MepTBelsl! — HanbleHHO o0bsaBua KanpukopH. — X yOmim mpu mombITKE K
OercTBy. Bnpouem, n3BeCTHOro BaM MOKUpPATENIsl OTHsI HE KaJIKO — OH IIpeaaresb, a y BonmebHoro
S3bIKa ecThb 10Yb, KOTOPAsl yHACJIeA0Baja ero aap.

Tepesa ¢ yxacoMm nocMoTpesna Ha DIUHOP.

— OH Bper! — wenHyna el DIMHOp, YCTaBUBLIMCh Ha OKPOBABJIECHHBIE JIOXMOTbs. «OH
MCIOJIb30BaJI MOKO BBIIYMKY! DTO HE KpOBb, @ OOBIKHOBEHHAsI KpacKay, — [OAyMaJa OHa.

Ho Pe3a, xax u Merru, i, moxoxxe, He BEpUIH. DIUHOP XOTENOCh KPUKHYTh JIEBOUKE, YTO
cioBa KanpukopHa — 710%b, HO ITOKa ITyCTh OH Oy[ET B HEBEJICHUU U JyMAeT, 4YTO BCE MEPTBbI U
IPa3IHUK COCTOUTCS.
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— [Moasnerit momKUTaTesnpb, YTO Thl XBACTACIIH CBOCH KPOBABOM TPSIIKOW? — MPOKpUYaia OHA. —
Hamen yem ropautees! 3auem tebe eie yyaoBHIle, Korna Bl camu Bee uynoBuiia! Mcrpedurenu
KHUT, TOXUTUTENH JieTei!

Ha Dnunop HukTo He oOpaTwi BHUMaHUs. Tepesa momomnuia K penieTke ¥ mocMoTpesna Ha
Merru.

KamnpukopH monousn OKpOBaBIEHHYIO pyOallKy Ha CBO€ Kpecyo. «S yxe Buaena 3Ty
Tpsanky! — nogymana DnuHop. — Ouu xuBbl! KT0 e emie Mor yctpouTs noxap?» — «lloxuparens
OTHS», — [10JICKa3all € BHYTpeHHMI rojoc. «Hert, y 3Toll ucTopuu 1015KeH ObITh XOPOIIMMA KOHEI»
DIMHOP HE JTH00UIIa UCTOPUHU C TUIOXUM KOHLIOM.
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TeHb

Moe nebo uz meou
3emnsa — uz cmanu
JIyna mos — 2nuHvl KOMOK
Yyma — moe connye
Ianswee 6 nondensv
U Ovixanue cmepmu
B nouu.
Y. Baeiik. Bmopas nezua Inuona

Xota Merru npuxoawIoch HE pa3 YUTATh B KHUrax O ropsiueii HEHaBUCTH, HA MPa3THUKE
KanpukopHa oHa y3Haja, 4TO HEHaBUCTh X0JIOHAs, 1 IOYYBCTBOBAJIA €€ JIEASHYIO PYKY, C)KUMAaB-
myto cepaue. JleBouky 3HOOMIIO OT HEHaBUCTHU, XOTs HOYb ObLIa TEIUIask U JIETKUI BETEPOK JIacKall
ee, CJIOBHO XOTeJ CKa3aTh, YTO MUP MO-MIPEKHEMY NPEKPACEH.

— CeroaHs Mbl IOJDKHBI HE TOJIBKO HakKa3aTh IpeAaTesiell, HO U BCTPETUTh CTaporo Apyra, —
nponosmkui KanpukopH. — Kro-To u3 Bac, BO3MOXHO, IOMHUT €ro, HO HU OJIMH He 3a0yJeT ero,
YBHJIEB XOTh pas3.

MHuorux oxBatui crpax oT cioB Kampukopna. Ha xymom smne Koxepens orpasuiach
HecuyacTHas yibIOKa.

— Hy a teneps MbI Oyziem ciyliath YTeHUE, — CKa3asl OH, KUBHYB Copoke.

Ta xnonuyna B nagouu, U K Hel HanpaBwiics Jlapuyc, 1epka B pykax Ty CaMylo IIKATYIIKY,
YTO CTOsIa B ee KoMHaTe. OH OTKpBLI LIKATYyJKy M, OMYCTUB ronoBy, nogain ee Copoke. Copoka
JlocTana 3Mei, He HaJleBasi IiepuaTKy, — OHU, HaBEpPHOE, CIIajIi — U [ToBecuIa ux cede Ha redo. OHa
BBITAIMJIA U3 MIKATYJIKU KHUTY, IOTOM OCTOPOXKHO, KaK J0pOroe OXepelibe, MoJoXkKuiIa 3Mel Ha
MECTO U OT/aja WKaTyiky Jlapuycy, ¢ HeCUaCTHBIM BHJIOM CTOSIBIIEMY Ha ImoMocTe. Merru moi-
MaJia ero B3IV, TOMHBIN kanocTu, koraa Copoka, ocaauB ee Ha CTYJ, NOJI0KUIa el Ha KOJIeHU
KHUTY.

BoT oH, 3TOT 3710H0MYy4HBIH TOM B SpKOM OyMa)XHOM Hapsje. Merru crajo MHTEpPECHO,
KaKOr'o K€ OH I[BeTa 0] CyNepoOI0KKOM, 1 OHa OCTOPOXKHO MPUIIOAHSJA €€ U YBUJIeNIa KPAaCHYIO,
CJIOBHO OTOHb BOKPYT YEPHOI'0 CepAla, TKaHb neperuiera. OT 3TOM KHUTY MOLUIM BCE HECYacThs,
U CIIACEHUsI MOXKHO OBbUIO %/1aTh TOJIBKO OT ee aBropa. IIpex/ie yemM oTKpbITh KHUTY, Merru noria-
nuna nepervier. OHa jienana Tak Bceraa, 3To oHa nepensiia y Mo. C gerctBa Merru nomHuia, Kak
orel] OepeT KHUTY, C HeXKHOCTBIO MPOBOIUT PYKOW IO MEpEIUIeTY U OTKPHIBAET €€, KaK CYHAYK,
HAaIoJIHEHHbIHM cokpoBuiiaMu. MlHorAa OpIBajIo U Tak, 4To MO/ EPEIIETOM HE OKa3bIBAJIOCh UYJEC.
Takyto KHUTY pa304apOBaHHO 3aKPbIBAJIM, HO 3TO HE OTHOCHUJIOCH K «UepHUIbHOMY cepaiy». [1mo-
XM€ KHUTU He okuBatoT. V3 Hux He BbiiineT Hu Caxepyk, HU Jaxe bacra.

—IMocnymaii Mens, netka! —nporosopuia Copoka. Ee miarse naxio j1aBaHioil, 4 3TOT 3amax
noBesi1 Ha Merru cioBHO yrpo3a. — Eciii Tl He BBINOJIHUILE KaK CIEIYET TO, YTO OT TeOs KIYT,
€CJIM CTaHelllb CIEUAIbHO OrOBapUBaThCsl WM HENPABUIBHO YUTaTh, U TOT, KTO HyXeH Kampu-
KOpHY, He MOsIBUTCSL, TO 3Hail: Kokepesb, — 0Ha BIUIOTHYIO HarHynack Kk Merru, — nepepexxer ropio
ToMy crapuky. [IpaBna, KanpukopH MoxeT He AaTh TAKOTo MpHKa3a, IOTOMY YTO BEPUT POCCKa3-
HSIM CTapHKa, HO 51 UM He Beplo, o3ToMy Kokepesnb BbImoaHUT Mo nipukas. [lonsna?

Omna ymunHysna Merru TomyuMy NajibliaMy 3a MieKy. Merru OTTOJIKHYIa €€ pyKy M IOCMOT-
pena Ha Kokepensi, KoTopbli, cTos 32 cnuHON DeHoarno 1 yabidasich ei, «I0I0CHYID» MajbleM Mo
ropiy mucares.

@DeHOMMO OTIUXHYJ €r0 U B3MISAAO0M MOcTapaics yTemuTs Merry, ma3aMu nepeaanas, Kak

OH INOAIIYYMBACT HaJl KOIMApOM, B KOTOPOM OHH OKa3aJIUCh. Tonbko OT Hero TCIICPb 3aBUCCIIO
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OCYLIECTBJIEHUE MX IUIaHA. Merru nepenucTbiBaia CTPaHULbI, IOYTH HE YyBCTBYS CBOUX PYK, a
CIPSTAHHBIN B pyKaBe JUCTOK Iapanai eil koxy. Mecrto, 0TKyJa OHa 10JKHA Obljla HauaTh YUTATh,
He ObUIO OTMEUEHO 3arHyThIM YTOJIKOM — TaM OblIa BIOKEHA YepHas KaK yrojib 3aKJIajKa.

— Ecnu Tl OTKMHEIIb BOJIOCHI €O J10a, 3T0 OyzeT AJis MeHs 3HaK, — cka3ai el denonuo.

Ho enBa ona nogHsna JeByr0 pyKy, Kak BAPYT BCE 3aBOJTHOBAINCH. [[NIIOCKOHOC, Y KOTOpPOTO
A0 ObUIO BBIMA3aHO B caxke, ObICTpo mojomen kK KanpukopHy U 4To-TO IpOIIENTal €My Ha yXO.
KanpukopH HaxXMypHJICsS U MOCMOTPEN B CTOPOHY JepeBHU. Merru yBuuena KiryObl TbIMa Ha
KOJIOKOJIbHEH.

KanpukopH BcTan u Hadyasl roBOpUTH. B ero rosoce 3By4ana HacMeIIKa B3pOCJIOro HaJ Mpo-
JIETIKOM AETEH, HO JIMIO BBIPAKAIIO JPYTOE.

— K coxanenuto, BbIHYKJIEH HEMHOTO UCIIOPTUTH MPa3HUK, HO Y HAC 3aKpuyasl KpacHbIN
netyx. IIpaBna, oH coBceM XWilblii, HO HY)KHO cjoMaTh emy 1iero. [InmockoHoc, Bo3pMu cebe B
MOMOIIb YeNIoBeK fecath! — [ImockoHoc cran cooupars komanay. — M He Bo3Bpalaitecs, moka He
Haiinere nomkurarens! — kpukHyn KanpukopH.

Bce TpeBokHO 000paunBanich Ha JepeBHI0. Ha Merru yxe HUKTO He cMoTpen. Han komo-
KOJIBHEH CTOSIIO OarpsiHOE 3apeBo, a HAJ KPBIIIAMUA HABHC CEPBIH JIbIM.

— Yro Takoe? UTo BBl TaK YCTaBWINUCH HA JIbIM? — 31100HO Bommii KarpukopH. — MblI He 1103-
BOJIIM MCTIOPTUTH HaMm npa3aHuk! OroHs — Hal Jyduiait aApyr!

Merru yBuaena, Kak Bce CHOBa OOEpHYIUCHh K HEW. M TyT KTO-TO M3 KEHIIUH BBIKPUKHYII
umsa Caxepyka.

— B uem neno? — KanpukopH Tak pe3ko KpUKHYI, 4To Jlapuyc 4yTh HE YPOHHJI ILIKATYJIKY
co 3mesMu. — OH MEpTB, U BO PTy Y HEro 3eMiisl, a Ha Tpyau — ero KyHura. Y 4to6 s 6onble He
CJIBIIIAI 3TO UM/

— Henpasna! — npokpuuana Merru, Tak 4To cama Uciyrajgach cBoero rojioca. — OH 31ech! —
JleBouka nojHsIa KHATY HAJl TOJI0BOW. — Kaxablid, KTO IIPOYTET 3Ty KHUTY, Y3HAET €r0, YCIBIIINT
€ro rojioc U yBUAUT €ro JOKYChI C OTHEM.

Hactynuna meprBas tummza. Bapyr Merru ycneimana c3aiy Kakoi-To 3ByK, OyATO 4ackl
TUKaJIH, WK KTO-TO LIOKaJ SI3bIKOM, U300parasi 4achl: TUK-TaK, TUK-TaK, TUK-TaK. 3BYK UCXOIUJ C
TOW CTOPOHBI, T/I€ CTOSITM MAIIMHBL. METTH He BhIIeprKaia 1 orisiHynack. CBeT ¢ap cienui riasa.
Merru pa3osnuiach Ha ceds 3a IYNOCTh, BE/Ib HE TOJIBKO OHA MOIVIa 3aMETUTh TOHKYIO (DUTYPKY,
HOKa3aBUIYyIOCs U3-3a MamuHbl! Ho, KaxeTcs, HUKTO HUYEero He 3aMEeTHII.

—Kpacuso ckazano! —nporoBopui KanpukopH. — Ho TbI 371€Ch HE 1151 TOTO, 4TOOBI HOMUHATH
MEPTBOIO Npeaaresnsd. TBoe 1e10 YUTaTh.

Merru 3actaBuiia ce0si MOCMOTpeTh Ha Hero. Hemnb3s, Henb3s 000paunBaThCsl HA MALIUHBbIL.
Bapyr ato u npaBna Obu1 @apun?

Copoka MorJIa CIbIIIaTh 3TOT 3BYK. Bpsia nu eit u3BecTHa uctopus kanutaHa Kproka, koto-
phlii Oosiics Kpokoauiia ¢ OyIMIbHUKOM B kenyake. .. Het, ona ee He 3Hana. A Bor Mo Obu1 yBepeH,
yT0 Merru moiimer 3ToT 3HaK. Kak gacto oH Oyami ee, mogHOCs K yXy OynuibHUK: «Merru, BcTa-
Baii! Kpoxogun yxe 3nech!» 1 mostomy Mo 3Hai, uro Merru y3HaeT TUKaHbe, ¢ KOTopbIM [lutep
[Tsu mpoOpascs Ha kopabnb Kproka, uro6s! criactu Benau.

«Benau! — MenbKkHys0 B rosioBe y Merru. — UTo 5k ¢ Hell ciryuninoch?»

JleBouka Tak yBJIEKJIAChb CBOMMH MBICIISIMM, YTO MOYTH 3a0blLi1a, IJ€ HaXOAUTCS, HO TYT
Copoxka HarloMHHJIA €l 00 3TOM, OTBECHB MO3aTHUIbHUK.

— Hauunaii, HakoHe1, MaJIeHbKasi BebMa! — 3JI00HO MpuKas3aia oHa.

Merru 6bICTpO BBIHYNA 3aKIaKy. Hy)XKHO ckopee unTarb, 4ToObI onepenuTs Mo, Bellb OH He
3HaeT 00 ux ¢ eHoNnno 3aayMKe.

— Sl mpucTynaio K YTEHHUIO U MpOLIy MHE He Memarh! — kpukHyna oHa. «[loxkamnylicta, —
JyMaja OHa, — oXaJlyiicTa, HU4ero He npeanpuHuMa !

KT0-T0 113 4epHOKYPTOUHHKOB 3acMestics, a KanpukopH pa3Banuiics B Kpecie, CII0KHUB PYKH.
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— Bce cnbrmanu? — cnpocui oH. — ToT, KTo noMemaet e, noiaet Ha kopMm Tenu!

Merru npoBepuia B pykase 3anucKy OeHomnmo.

— Bot xT0 MHe MemaeT! — ckazana oHa, ykazaB Ha Copoky. — Sl He Mory uuTaTh, KOorja oHa
CTOWT y MEHS HaJ| TyLION.

Kanpukops pazapaxenso kuHyn Copoke. OHa cKpuBHIIa JIMLO, KaK OyATO €€ 3acTaBWIN
€CTh MBIJIO, HO OTOIIUIA HAa TPH IIara, BEPOSITHO IOJIarasi, 4TO ATOTO OBLIO TOCTATOYHO.

OTtkuHyB co J16a Boiockl, Merru TeM caMbM czenaia 3Hak deHonno, 1 OH Hayan pa3birpbl-
BaTh CIIEKTAKIIb.

— Her-mer! Ona He Oynet untath! — 3akpudalt oH u marnyi k Kanpukopry. — S aBrop stoi
KHUTH U HE X04Y, 4YTOOBI C €€ IOMOIIIbIO COBEpILIaIn youiicTna!

Koxepenb kuHyncst Ha cTapuka, MbITasiCh 3aXaTh eMy poT, HO DeHoINO YKYyCHII €r0 3a PyKy
Y TaK JIOBKO BBIBEPHYJICS, UTO YAUBUI Merru cBoei MphIThIO.

— Dro 51 Tebs npuaymain! — kpuuan oH, yoeras ot Kokepens. — U tenepsp xanero 00 3Tom,
BOHIOUMIT Mep3aBelt!

XPpOMOHOI'MH HAaCTHT €r0 y KJIETKH ¢ y3HUKaMH. Bce cMesnch, u pazosneHHbil Kokepens
Tak 3amoMm1 OEeHONHNO PYKY, YTO CTAPUK BCKPUKHYII OT 00711. 1 BCce-Taku OH ObLIT IOBOJIEH TEM, YTO
BbIKpoWI 711 Merru Bpems. JlpoxkamuMu najabliaMu OHa A0CTaja JIMCTOK U HE3aMETHO BIOXKHIIA
€ro B KHUTY.

— [oBTOpsito mocnenuuit pas, — psapkHyn Ha Merru KanpukopH. — UYutait! V3Huku )yt
nanaya!

CHoBa HacTynuiia THILKHA, B KOTOPOH Tawics CTpax.

Merru nocMoTpena B KHUTY — OyKBbI IUIICAIM Y Hee Mepes IVa3aMu.

«ITosiBuce! — roBopusna ona cede. — [losBUCH U cracu HacC Bcex: MO Mamy, Mo, DIuHOD,
®apuna. Cnacu Caxepyka, 1a u bacty».

— «Y KampukopHa ObuUI0 MHOTO NOJPYYHBIX, — Hayajla OHa YUTATh, — U BCEX UX OOSIUCH B
okpyre. OHM Maxju JbIMOM U CEpoM. YBHUJIEB KOTO-HUOYIb U3 HUX, XKUTEIU 3allupalid ABEpU U
npsitanu nereil. [Ipucnemnuku KanpukopHa qHEM cesu cTpax, a HOUbIO KOIIIMapOM SIBJISITUCH BO
cHax. Ho Ob110 HEeuTO, "yero 6osuck Oosnbliie, yeM jronei KanpukopHa...» — Merru ka3anaochk, 4To
CHJIa €€ rojioca HapacTalla ¢ KaX/IbIM CJIOBOM.

Emie aBe cTpouku, MOTOM HY>KHO IEPEBEPHYTH CTPAHUILY, U TaM OyKBbI, HanMcaHHble DeHO-
mno. «Ilocmotpu ke, Merru! — menrtan oH el Torna, nokaspiBas IMcToK. — Hy 4To MoxkeT ObITh
npekpacHee OykB? BonieOHble 3Hak1 — KUPIHUYUKY MUPOB, 3HAKU-YTELIUTEIH, CIIACUTENH OT O/1U-
HOYECTBA, XPAHUTEIIA TalH...»

«IIpoOyii Ha s13bIK c1IOBO, Merru, — roBopui1 eii Mo, — ImycTb OHO TaeT y Teds Bo pry. UyB-
CTBYEIIb KPAaCKH, BETEP, HOUb, CTPAX, PaA0CTh, JIt000BL? IlouyBcTBYI nX, Merru, u Bce 0XKUBETY.

«..." nazpiBanu Tenwto. TeHpb sBIsIIACH TOJNBKO MO 30BY KarmpukopHa u Oblj1a TO KpacHOM,
KaK OTOHb, TO CEPOH, KaK Ienell, B KOTOPYIO OTOHb IIPEBPAIAET BCE, 4TO MokupaeT. [10100HO s3b1-
KaM IUIaMEHH, BCIIBIXUBAIOIIMM B KOCTpPE, OHa IpoOuBasiack U3 3eMiu. [lanblel ee HECIU CMEPTh,
Kak U ee AbixaHue. TeHb, 0e3MoBHas U Oe3/11Kasi, BbIpacTaja y HOI CBOETO FOCIOMHA U, IPUHIO-
XUBAasICh, KaK TOHYas1, UAYIIAs 110 CIIEAdY, JKJaa, KOora X03s1uH YKaxKeT el »kepTBy. PacckasbiBanu,
gyro KampukopH npukaszan KOMy-TO U3 KOOOJIBJIOB WJIM THOMOB, HCKYCHBIX BO BCEM, UTO CBSI3aHO C
OrHeM, COTBOpUTH TeHb U3 neruia ero >xkepTB. HUKTO He 3Ha7I HaBEpHsKA, HO XOAWIN CIyXH, YTO
KanpukopH ymepTBuMII TeX, KTO BbI3Bas TeHb K ku3Hu. Kak u ee xo3suH, Tenp Obl1a OeccmepTHa
1 0€3KanoCTHaY.

Merru yMoiikiia, CIOBHO BETEP YHEC €€ roJIoc.

Ha rpaBuu, nokpeiBaBIIeM IUIOIIAJKY, YTO-TO MOSIBUIOCH, CTAJIO MOAHUMATHCS, BBITSATU-
BaTbCsl, pacIpaBiisis MENeIbHO-CEpble KOHEYHOCTHU. 3amnax cepsl el Merru rma3a, OykBbl CTaIH pac-
IUTBIBATHCS, HO HYKHO OBIJIO YNTaTh, HEMIPECTAHHO YUTATh 0 TEX IOP, IOKA YyAOBHUIIIE POCIIO BCE
BBIIIIE U BBIIIE, KaK OyATO CTPEMUIIOCH IOTSHYTHCS 10 He0a CBOMMHU CEPHBIMU MaJIbIIAMH.
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— «Ho ogHax bl B TEITyo 3B€31HYIO HOUb TeHb sABMIIACh HE Ha 30B KanpukopHa, a Ha neBU-
ymii ronoc. Kak Tonpko aeBouka Ha3Basia 3TO UM, TeHb oOpena maMaTh M BCIIOMHUIIA BCEX, U3
YbEero mernsa Oblaa co3/aHa...»

Copoxka TpsixHysaa Merru 3a miedo.

—Yro THI YUTACIIH?

Merru BCcko4MIIa, U CTapyxa HE yCIleaa BBIXBATUTh y HEE JINCTOK.

— «U oHa pemmia OTOMCTUTb, — TPOMKO YUTasa MeTTH, — OTOMCTHUTB TE€M, KTO Hacia 00Jib-
11yI0 Oey, KTO OTpaBUJI MUP KECTOKOCTHIO. ..»

— OcranoBure ee! — 310 6611 ToN0Cc KanpukopHa.

Merru metnynack oT COpoku, pUCKysl yIIacTh C IOMOCTA.

W Bapyr [dapuyc, nopakxeHHbIH MPOUCXOAAIIUM, OCTOPOKHO, HE TOPOISICh, OYATO Y HEro
ObUT0 OECKOHEYHO MHOTO BPEMEHH, IMOCTABHJI IIKATYJIKY Ha 3eMJII0 M cxBaTiil COpPOKY CBOMMU
XyIbIMU pykamu. A Merru nmpojoskana 4ATarh, Al Ha TeHb, y KOTOPOM JNEUCTBUTENBHO HE
ObLIIO JIM1IA, a I1a3a OBbLIM CTPAIIHbIE U KPACHBIE, KAaK MOJIBIXaBIINM OrOHb.

— OTtHuMmuTe y Hee KHUTY! — peBent KanpukopH, He B cuiax maruyTh. — KuBo!

Ho Bce octonbenenu, mising Ha TeHb, a OHa CTOsUIa U BCJIyILIMBajach B rojoc Merru, Kak
Oy/ATO JIeBOYKA MOBEAANa €l 3a0BITYI0 UCTOPHIO.

— «M rorpa Tenp nogomuia K CBOEMY X035UHY, — uynuTana Merru. [louemy Tak IpoxkuT y Hee
rosnoc? Ho pa3Be serko youBarh, 1axe Korna 3To JejaeT 3a TeOs KTO-TO JPYroM, — MpOoTsSHYIa K
HEMYy Cepble, KaK IeTell, PyKH...»

l'mranTckoe gynoBuiie 6€33ByYHO JABHHYJIOCK. ..

Merru npo6exaia razaMu cieayomyio ¢ppasy @enonuo: «M KanpukopH pyxHyr Ha3eMb,
Y €T0 YEPHOE CEpALE OCTAHOBWIOCH...» Merru He cMOoIIa IPOU3HECTHU ITH CJI0Ba. Bee okazanoce
HaIpacHO.

BrezanHo KT0-TO BCTall y Hee 3a CIMHOM — Merrn lake He 3aMeTHIIa, KaK OH ITOJHSIICA Ha
IIOMOCT, a PsIJIOM C HUM ObLT MaJIBYMK, HAlIEIUBILUI CBOE pyKbe Ha ckamMbU. Ho Tam Bce 3amepiu.
Hu onun He menoxnyncs, uroOsl ciactu KanpukopHa. Mo B3st1 y Merru KHUTY, TOCMOTpPEI Ha
TUCTOK DEHOINO U TBEPABIM I'OJIOCOM JOYUTAIL:

— «M KanpukopH pyxHyJ Ha3eMb, U €70 YEPHOE CEPALE OCTAHOBUIIOCH, U BCE, KTO C HUM XKET,
rpabui u yOuBasl, HCYE3JIH, KaK TeTell, pa3BesIHHBIA Ha BETPY».
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NMokuHyTaa aepeBHA

B kHuzax ecmpeuaio s MEPMEbIX JHCUBLIMU, 8 KHUSAX BUICY 51 2PAOYUUE
spemena. Co @pemeHem 6ce NOPMUMCsL U nPoxooum, 6ce clagHoe OvLio Obl
npedano 3absenuio, koeoa 6wl 1ocnodv He 0an 8 NOMOWb CMEPMHBIM KHUSU.
P. oe Bepu®

Kanpukops noru0 taxk, kak Hanucai @enonuno. B To ke MrHOBEHHE, KOT/Ia OH yIaJl 3aMepTBO,
crunyn Kokepenb 1 MHOrue 6anauThl. Bee ocranbHbie Opocuinuch 6exkarh, a HABCTpeuy UM N
Te, Koro KanpukopH otnpaBui Ha moucku nopkurareneii. OHu ObLIHM B ykace: Ha ux niasax [limoc-
KOHOC M HECKOJIbKO NoApyuHbIX KanpukopHa ncnapunuce B Bo3ayxe. OHM Ucu€3iu, CJIOBHO HUKO-
I71a U He CyllecTBOBaIU. BO3MOXXHO, Tak 1 OBLIO: UETIOBEK, KOTOPBIM CO3/1aJl 3TUX 3J10/I€EB, TENEPh
caM YHHUYTOXXMJI UX, CTep, KaK JIMILIHIOI YepTy Ha PUCYHKE, KaK IsATHa ¢ Oenoil Oymaru. A Bce
T€, KTO MOSABUJIICS HE U3 cioB DeHonuno, cnemmin 1on0xuTh Kanpukopay o npoucxonsuiem. Ho
Kamnpuxops 0bu1 MepTB. 1 TONBbKO orpoMHast cepast TeHb ¢ I1a3aMu Kak JiBe MbUIAIOIINX 3BE3/1bI BCE
emte crosaia Tam. Hamyrannelie, oHM 000 BceM 3a0bUTH U OpOCHIIMCH K MallliHAaM Ha aBTOCTOSIHKE,
005Ch, UTO UX HACTUTHET YY/IOBUIIIE.

Korna Merru onomMHuIack, HUIKOro BOKpYT yke He 0b110. OHa crpsTasa rojioBy 0/ MbILIKON
y Mo, kak nienasia Bcerzna, Korja He XoTesia CMOTpeTh Ha Mup. A Mo aepakall 104b B 00bATHUSAX, IOKA
BCE€ HE YJIENIOCh, U TOJIbKO TeHb CTOsIa TUXO0, OyATO YOUNCTBO XO35IMHA OKOHYATENIbHO OTHSJIO Y
Hee CHJIBI.

Merru BIpyr yciblmaa roixoc Mo:

— Dapuj, Tl CMOXeEIIb OTKPHITh KJIETKY? — M TyT oHa yBunena Copoky, KOTOPYIO BCE eIe
nepxan Jlapuyc, HO oHa yXe He CONpOTHBIISIACh, a Miazena Ha KanpukopHa, U clie3bl IpajoM
TEKJIU 110 €€ IEeKaM.

®apu nodexan OTKPBIBATh KIETKY.

— Merru, — npomentai Mo, — 1aBaii noznoiiieM K y3HukaM. S xody Te0st Koe ¢ KeM Io3Ha-
KOMHTb.

— He nago. 1 3Hato, kT0 3T0, — cKazana Merru, cxaB OTILy pyKy. — S 1aBHO xoTena Tede 3To
CKazarbh, HO T€Os1 He ObUTO PsIOM. MBI TOJDKHBI TPOYUTATh TTOCeHue ciioBa. — OHa B3sma y Mo
KHWTY ¥ Haluia JucTok. — OHu Ha ob6opote. DeHOoNMo He yMeeT MHUcaTh MEJIKO, TI0ATOMY OHHU HE
YMECTHUJIUCH.

I'ne sxe ®enonno?

Heyxenu ero yBenu moau Kanpukopna?..

— Mo, ero Het! — ucnyranacs Merru.

— Ceituac nouiieM ero, — ycrnokoms ee otenl. — Ho cHavana yurait 6sictpee! Moxer, st mpo-
gTy?

— Her!

Tenp nBUHYNACH, arHyia K Tpymny KanpukopHa u HEyKITIokKe OTIpsAHY A, KaK TaHITYIOLIUI
MezaBenb. Merru ycabimana cToH. Y ®apuia noaKoCUINCh HOTH, KOT/Ia Ha HETro MISHYJIM KpacHbIe
rasa. DIMHOpP U MaTh Merru Toxe oTmarHymuck. Ho Merru yBepeHHO npouunTana:

— «TeHpb HETIOBUYKHO CTOSIA, UCTIBITHIBAsE 00JIb OT BOCIIOMUHAHUM, OT KOTOPOW OHa, Ka3a-
J0Ch, JIOMHET Ha Kycku. OHa cibliiaina KpUKU U CTOHBI JIFOIEH, YyBCTBOBaJIa UX CJI€3bl Ha CBOEH
CEepoM KOXKeE, U CTpax, MEPEKUTHIN BCEMH, Kak JIbIM €1 €l miaza. Ho BHe3anHo TeHb MoHUKNA U
ynajla Ha KOJIeHU. | uraHTCKoe 4y[OBHILE PacChlaioch, U BAPYT BCE, U3 YLETO MEIUla OHO ObLIO

2 Hurtupyercs no A. Manrenro.
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CO3[1aHO, BOCKPECIIN: KECHIIHHBI, My>KYWHBI, IETH, COOAKH, KOIIKH, KOOOJIBbI, (her U pyrue cyIie-
CTBay.

Ha muomanke cranmo tecHo. Bockpecuine pactepsHHO 03Upajiuch, OyATO UX pa3Oyauiiu.
Merru npouna nocnegaue cioBa GeHoOINO:

— «OHH CJIOBHO MPOCHYJIUCH OT TSKKOTO CHA, U BCE CTAJIO XOPOLIO».

— Ero ner! — Bocknuknyna Merru, xornga Mo B3si1 y Hee JTUCTOK DEHONMO U BIOXKUI B
KHUTY. — Mo, OH B kHure!

Mo cHOBa MOJIOKUI KHUTY TOA KYPTKY.

— Jla, HaBepHOE, — MPOU3HEC OH. — 3HAYUT, Mbl HUYETO HE MOKEM TOEIIATh.

OH noBet 3a co60it Merru cCkBo3b TOJIITY BOCKPECILIUX JIFOAEH U CTPAaHHBIX CYIIECTB. 32 HUMU
nowen lapuyc. OH HakoHen oTiyctui COpoKy, M OHa CTOsJIa, ONEPIIUCH KOCTIIABBIMU HaJlbLIaMU
Ha CTyJI, Ha KOTOpoM cujena Merru, u 6e33By4HO IJ1aKaja.

[To mopore B Bosmocsl Merru 3anerena KpomieuHas ¢esi, a HOTOM UM BCTPETHIINCH KOCMAToe
CYIIECTBO U CTEKJISIHHBIN YEJIOBEYEK.

Korga Mo u Merru nogouutu k kinetke, @apus Bce erie Bo3uics ¢ 3aMkoM. OH Bopual, u4To
BCE JIEJIaeT TaK, Kak yum ero Caxepyk, HO 3TOT 3aMOK OCOOCHHBIH.

— 3110poBO! — yXMBUIbHYJACh DIUHOP, IPUKABIINCH JIULIOM K pelieTke. — TeHb He MOyXKH-
HaJla HAaMM, TaK Mbl CAMH YMpPEM 37ech ¢ rosony. Kakas xe xpabpas TBost 1oub, Mo! S Obl Ha ee
MecTe He BbIMOJIBIJIA HU ciioBa! boxke MOH, 51 Tymana, y MeHsI cep/ilie OCTaHOBUTCS, KOT/ia cTapyXa
CTaJia BBIPHIBATh Y HEE KHUTY.

OO6wnsB Merru 3a mieuu, Mo yJIBIOHYIICS, HO CMOTPEIT OH HE Ha JI04b. [IeBATh JIeT — OOJIBIION
CPOK.

@dapu HAKOHEI] CIIPaBUIICS C 3aMKOM U PACTIaxHYJ JBEPb.

Ho He ycnenu muieHHUIBI BBIATH, Kak B yIiIy nofaHsuicst bacra n 6pocuiicsa Ha mats Merru.

— Croit! — 3aBonun oH. — Kyna 1b1, Pe3a? Jlymaenip, s He MOHSII, O YEM BbI LIYLIYKAJIUCh B
ckiene?

— Otnyctu ee! — 3akpuuana Merru.

[Touemy ona pemmia, yto bacta your Bmecte ¢ Kanpukopaom? I[louemy oH He ucnapuiics,
kak [Inockonoc, Kokepens u Bce ocTanbHbie?

— OcraBsb ee, bacra! — Tuxo nporoBopui Mo, kak OyaTO yKe HE B COCTOSIHUU ObLT KpUYaTh. —
ThI He BbIIEIIb OTCIO/A, U HUKTO HE NMPUAET TeOE Ha OMOILb — BCE UCUE3IIH.

— Her, Brliiny, — He cnaBancs bacta. — Ecii Tel MEHS HE BBITYCTULIb, 5 3aaymy ee. Tbl
3Haellb, 4To oHa Hemasi? Hemas kak ppiOa, moTomMy 4TO ee BeluuTal 3ToT Heymexa [lapuyc. Ho s
3Haro TeOsI, ThI M TaKyIO BO3bMeEIIIb e¢!

— [louemy TbI uB? — pazoznuiack DnuHop. — [louemy He ymep, Kak TBOH XO3SIMH, I HE
pactBopmiics? IlpusHaBaiics!

bacra noykan niaeyamu M 4TO-TO IPOBOpYAJI, HE BBIITyCKas U3 pyk Pesy.

OHa cTyKHyJa ero HOroi, HO OH CaBUJI €l TopJIo.

— Copoxka Toxe ocTanach, — MOXKET, IOTOMY UTO BCEra IPyrUX 3acTaBiislia J1e]1arh IPSA3HYIO
paboTy. A MeHs1, HaBEpPHOE, TIOCUUTAIIH 3a XOPOIIETO, IOTOMY 4TO ObLII Y3HUKOM? A MOJXKET, 51 )KUB,
IOTOMY YTO JIaBHO HUYETO HE CKUrajl U He YOUBAJI ¢ yIOBOJILCTBUEM, Kak [1nockonoc? Bee moxer
ObITh... OIHAKO 5 371eCh... A Tenepb MPOIMYCTU MEHS, JIFOOUTENbHNLIA KHHUT!

Ho DnuHop He nBUHYNIACh C MecTa.

— Her! — cka3ana ona. — Tbl BbliiieIIb OTCIOZA, €CIIM OTIYCTULIL €€. Sl He Bepuia, 4To BCe
3TO XOPOILIO KOHYUTCS, HO KOHell HacTal. U Tel, Mep3aBel, He HCIIOPTUILb €ro, HE Oy/b 51 DIUHOP
Jlopenan! — Ona cmeno 3aroponuia coOoi ABeph KIETKU. — B 3TOT pa3 Tl 6€3 HOXa, — C yrpo30it
MpoIenTaia OHa, — a TBOM MOTaHbIN s3bIK TeOe He momoxkeT. Jlait emy B m1a3, Tepesa, yaapsb ero,
YKyCH MOJIOHKa!
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Ho Bacra Bapyr otmBsipHy! Tepesy, pBaHyIIcs K IBEpH U 100K, pacTaIKuBasi BOCKpec-
mmx. @apun u Mo He ycnenu 6pocuThCs B IOTOHIO 32 HUM, U OH CKPBUICS.

— YynecHo! — ckazana DnuHOp, BeIXos ¢ Tepe3oit u3 kinetku. — Teneps 3Ta cBOI0YbL OyaeT
MHE CHUTbCS. W eciu s yCibllly HOYBIO B Cay IIOPOX, MHE Oy/IeT MEPELIUTHCS, YTO 3TO OH UJIET
Ha MEHSI C HOYKOM.

B 1y e Houb, korna ucues bacra, nponana u Copoka.

Vexatp u3 nepeBuu KarnpukopHa okazajioch HEMIPOCTO — HA aBTOCTOSIHKE HE ObLIO HU OJTHOM
MaIlIUHBI.

— He moxer ObITh! — mpocToHana DnuHop. — Heykenu onsath NpUAETCs TAUThCS MEIKOM
M0 3TUM KOJIFOUKaM?

—V 1ebs Het Tenedona? — cupocuit Mo.

On terieps He oTmyckal ot cebst Tepesy. 3a00TIUBO OCMOTPEB €€ MICK0 — Ha HEel OBLIN Kpac-
HBIE clieibl OT naiblieB bacTel, — OH moTporan npsaae ee Bojoc. Jla, 1eBATh JIET U B CaMOM Jelie
HeMaJlblil CpoK, 1 Merru Bujena, Kak OCTOPOXKHO, CIIOBHO IO y3KOMY MOCTHKY Y€pe3 MpoInacTh,
UAYT APYT K APYTY €€ POAUTEIH.

Tenedona y DnuHOp, KOHEUHO, He ObUT0: KanpukopH npukasain 3adpats ero. @apum KUHYICS
Ha MOUCKHU €ro, HO HUYEro He Hallell.

Torna Bce npuHsIIM peleHre epeHoueBaTh B AepeBHe. Houb cTosiia Teriast, 1 MOXKHO ObLIO
BIIOJIHE YCTPOUTHCS HA HOWJIET MOJT OTKPHITHIM HEOOM.

Merru 1 Mo nmaxe pa3moObUTH Ofesia, UX OKa3aJloCh HEMajo B OIyCTEBIIECH JepeBHE.
Hwuuero ne B3sm Tosibko U3 Aoma KampukopHa. Merru He XoTena nepectynarh €ro nopor — gaxe
HE I0TOMY, YTO OTTY/a €LIe TAHYJIO I'apblo, a IOTOMY, UTO €€, KaK XUIIHbIE 3BEPH, TEP3aJId BOCIIO-
MHUHAHUSI.

VYceBmuch ¢ poAUTENSIMU MO CTapbIM JyOOM HENaJeKo OT aBTOCTOSIHKHU, OHA BAPYT BCIIOM-
Huia Caxepyka. Uto ¢ HuM? JKuB Jiv OH UM JIEKUT I1Ie-TO B XoMax MepTBbiii? «HaBepHoe, s Tak
U HE y3HAal0, YTO C HUM CIIYYHJIOChY, — ITojymana Merru.

JlepeBHsl cTos1a Kak 3aKkoiijoBaHHas. Berony 3BeHenu cTpaHHble royioca, Ty/1a-Crojla CHOBAJIN
KaKHMe-TO CKa304HbIE CYLIECTBA, CJIOBHO SIBUBILKECS HE U3 CJIOB CTapuKa, a U3 JE€TCKUX CHOB. [ e
xe Tenepb @enonno? Xopol1o a1 emy B ero kKuure? Merru xoresna, 4To0bl eMy ObLIO TaM XOpOLLO,
HO OHa JlymaJia, YTO OH OyJIeT CKy4aTh [10 CBOUM BHYKaM, UTPABILUM B IPSTKH B LIKaQy.

CoH yxe Tsokenun Merru BeKy, HO OHa yBHJIEa B OKPYXeHUH (el DIMHOP ¢ TaKUM CHacT-
JIMBBIM JIMLIOM, KAKOTO y HEE, HAaBEpHOE, HUKOIIa He ObLI0. A psioM ¢ Merru cusieny ee poauTeu,
¥ MaMma 4TO-TO MHcalla Ha JIMCThAX ny0a, Ha CBOEM ILIaThe, Ha necke. M Bce cioBa XoTenu, YToObl
ux Hanucani... CTOJIBKO CJIOB. ..

255



K. ®yHke. «YepHunbHoe cepaue»

Tocka no gomy

Ho ece oice Bacmuan snan, umo we cmodcem yumu 06e3 3moui KHUSU.
Tenepv emy cmano sCHO: OH U NONAN-MO CHOOA U3-3a Hee — OMO OHA
NPUMAHULA €20 KAKUM-TO MAUHCMEEHHbIM 00PA30M, HOMOMY YMo Xomeid
ObImb Yy He2o, 0a U 6ce20a, 8 CYWHOCMU, DbLla e20 KHU2ou!

M. Bnoe. Hemopus, konya komopoii hem*?

Caxepyk Hamien B 1ome bactel OMHOKIBG M HAOIIO1A 3@ MPOUCXOASAIIUM C KPBIIIX J0Ma,
CTOSIBLIIETO Ha O6e301acHOM JUIsl Hero paccTtosHuu. CHavana OH XOTeN CHPATAaThCS B CBOEM YKPBI-
TUU: €My TaK 4acTO MPUXOAMIIOCH BUJIETh, Kak TeHnp youBaer. Ho Ha npa3nnuk Kanpukopna ero
BJIEKJIO CTPaHHOE, Hepa3yMHOe, Kak Bepa bacTbl B aMmyneTsl, 4yBCTBO, UTO CBOUM NPUCYTCTBUEM
OH MOMOJKET COXpaHUTh KHUTY. OH HEe MOT NPU3HAThCS CaMOMYy ceOe B TOM, YTO XOTEJ YBHUJIETh
Ka3Hb bacTel B TOT camblii OMHOKIIB, B KOTOPBIN bacTa 00BIYHO pa3misiibIBall CBOMX KEPTB.

U BOT OH cumen Ha ABIPSIBOM KPBIIIE, Y XOJIOAHOW MEYHOM TPYyObl, 3a4€pHUB JHUIIO YIJIEM,
4yTOOBI HE BBIIATh Ce0sl B TEMHOTE, U CMOTpeJ, Kak Hajl joMoM Kanpukopna kiyourcs nemm. OH
BUJEI, Kak [110cKkoHOC momiesn co CBOMM OTPSA0M TYLIUTh MOXKap, Kak MosiBUIach TeHb, Kak Morud
Kamnpuxops. Ho Caxxepyk Obl1 oropueH tem, uto bacte u Copoke yaanoch CKpbIThCS.

Caxepyk, HE y4aCTHUK, a 3pUTEIb, BUJIET BCE.

OH cToNbKO pa3 ObIBAJ JIMIIL 3pUTENIEM, U 3TO OblIa HEe ero ucropus. Emy Oe3pazinndna
cynbba Mo, ero nodepu, JTOOUTENBHUIIBI KHAT U TOW JKEHIIMHBI, KOTOpasi BHOBb NPUHAAJIEKAa
npyromy. OHa BeIOpasia HE €ro ¥ 0CcTajach Co CBOEH J0UEphI0, U OH BEIOPOCHII €€ U3 CBOETO cep/lia,
KaK BCer/ia Jiejall 3T0 ¢ TeM, KTO 3aHUMaJl B HeM poyHoe MecTo. OH ObLI paj, 4TO €€ He HaCTHUIIIa
Tenb, HO OHa OoJblIEe HE MHTEpecoBaia ero. Teneps Bce CBOM HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIE HCTOPUH, N30aB-
JSIBIIME OT OIMHOYECTBA U pa3BEeUBaBILIKE TOCKY 10 1oMy, Pe3a Oyner pacckasbiBaTh BonmeoHomy
S3bIKy.

A emy HyxHa ToJibko kHMra! OH Buaen, kak Mo npsitain ee moj KypTKy, ¥ TBEPIO PEIIn e
MOJTyYNTh. 3aKphIB [J1a3a, OH OyJeT MIaAUTh CTPAHMIIBI U MPEICTABIATh, YTO OH CHOBA JIOMA.

ToT cTapuk ¢ MOPIIMHUCTHIM JIHLIOM Terepb TaM. « Trl Tpyc, Casxkepyk! — ¢ ropeubto moymarn
oH. — [loueMy TbI He mo1Ien Ha Mpa3aHUK? MoXeT ObITh, TOTIa Mcye3 Obl Thl, @ HE CTAPHUK.

®dest ¢ MOJIOUHO-0€I1011 KoXKeH M KpplIbsiMU 0a004KH mojeTena 3a HUM. OHa 0CTaHOBUJIACh
nepesl OKHOM U YAbIOHYJIAach CBOEMY OTPaKEHHIO B CTEKJIE, MOTOM MOKPYXHJIACh, MPHUIIIAUIIA
BOJIOCHI U, KaK BCErja, cTajga CMOTPeTh Ha ce0s Tak, Oy/ATo yauBIIsIack cBoel kpacore. Tiiecnas-
Has kakast! [lpyrue deun, koropbix 3Ha1 Caxkepyk, He ObUIH TaK TIIECIaBHBI — HAIPOTUB, OHU MOTJIN
HaMa3zaTh ce0e JINII0 TUHOM WM [[BETOYHOM IbLIBIION U, CMESCh, UTPATh C HUM B IPATKH.

«Hano Obut0 moiMaTh Kakyro-HUOYIbs (ero! — momyman Caxepyk. — OHa ObI cenana MeHs
HeBUIUMKON. W k0Gombaa — st BEICTYMaJ Obl C HUM, a BCE JyMaJH Obl, 4TO 3TO KapJIMK B MEXOBOM
kocTiome. Ko ke, kpome K000iIb/1a, CMOXKET TaK JIOJTr0 CTOSTh Ha TOJI0BE WM KOPYUTh CMELITHbIE
POXHUIIBL, @ TaK 3a0aBHO TaHIEBATH?!»

Jlyna npomna yxe noinedocoza, a Caxepyk no-npexkHeMy cujen Ha kpoie. des Hetep-
TIETTMBO JIeTaja y HEro HaJl TOJIOBOM M MPOH3UTENBHO 3BeHeNna. UTo el Hy>kHO? Xod4eT, YTOOBI OH
BEpHYJ €€ Ty/ia, OTKYy/la OHa SBWJIACH, I7Ie Y BCeX (el KpbUThs Kak y 0a004YeK U riie MOHUMAIOT UX
S3BIK?

—OT0 He KO MHe, — npoienTai eif Caxepyk. — Buaniis BoH TaM BHU3Y A€BOUKY C MY>KUMHON
U pycoBoiiocoit xkenmuHoi? C numu noroBopu! IlpaBna, momken Teds mpeaynpeanTh: OHU MOTYT

24 ITepeBon A. Ucaesoii u JI. JlyHruHo#.
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BBIMAaHUTh B CBOW MHp, HO OTIPaBUTH 00paTHO He ymeroT. Ho Bapyr Tebe, B omiM4me OT MEHS,
noseser!

®es mocMoTpea BHU3, OpOCHIIa Ha HETO B3MNISA U, OOMIEBIINCH, yieTena. Caxkepyk BUaE,
KaK OHa IPUCOETMHMIIACH K IPYTUM (esiM, U OHHU, CBEPKast, UTPAJIN B JOTOHSIIKU B BETBSIX JICPEBHEB.
®den HE yMeNU A0IT0 CEPAUTHCS WM oropyarbcsi. I B TEIoM HOYHOM BO3AyXEe OHM HaBEpHsKa
BCE 3a0bLTH.

B nepeBHe Bce ycHynM JHIIb Ha paccBere. Papua ocTascs KapayliuTh — OH Beeraa Obut O/1u-
TEJbHBIM, €CJIH HE 3a0bIBaJICS, pa3BieKasch ¢ orHeM. CaxkepyK BCIIOMHUJI, KaK OJHAK/Ibl OH 00XKeT
ce0Oe TyOBl, KOT/Ia YKPaJIKO BEITACKUBAN (DAKeIIbl U3 €T0 PIOK3aKa, — BCIIOMHIII M HEBOJIBHO YITBIO-
HYJICSL.

Mo u Pe3a cnanu nox aepeBoMm, a MeXJly HUMU, YTPEBIINCH, yCHYJa Merru, Kak NTeHYHK B
raesne. UyTh nooxais sexana dnuHop. OHa ynbioanach Bo cHe, 1 Caxkepyk MoayMal, YTo HU pa3y
HE BUJIEJI €€ TaKOM CYaCTIMBONU. DIMHOP Jal0HbIO IPUKpPbIBaja y ce0sl Ha ITPyAH CBEPHYBILYIOCS
KaaunkoM ¢ero. JInunko crsimeit ¢pen ObI10 9y Th OO0JBIIE HOTOTKA HA MU3UHIE DIIMHOP, CKBO3b
NaJbIbl KOTOPOI MPOOMBAIOCH CBEUCHHE, CIOBHO OHA ToiiMasa 3Be3y.

VBuaes Caxepyka, @apui MTHOBEHHO BCKOUMJI U CXBATUJ PYXbE (CKOpEe BCEro, Mpexe
OHO TIPUHAJJIEKAI0 KOMY-HUOYIb U3 OKpykeHus: KanpukopHa).

— Thl... He mOrM6? — U3yMJICHHO IPOJIETIETa] MAJIBYUK.

— Her, ne moru6. — Caxepyk nmocmotpen Ha Mo u Ha Pe3y. — A e I'Bun? Haneroch, T
XOpOIIO C HUM oOparuancs?

— Korna B Hac cTpensiiam, oH yoexa, HO IOTOM BEPHYJICS, — C TOPAOCThIO cKazan Papu.

— Haxe Tak? — Caxkepyk npucen psjgom ¢ Mo.

Jla, oH 3HaJ, KaK BOBPEMSI CKPBIThCS, — BECh B XO35MHA.

— Bdepa HOYBIO MBI CHPSATAIN €r0 B YKPBITHH, IOTOMY YTO 3HAJIH, YTO TYT OyJeT OMacHO, —
ckazan Mayibuuk. — Ho s 3a0epy ero, korna 3akoH4y J1€XKYpPHUTh.

— 41 cam cxoxy 3a HUM. Tbl HE GecrioKoiCs, ¢ ATOM KyHULIEH HUYEro HE CIyYUTCs, HUKY/a
OHA HE JICHETCH.

CaxepyK OCTOPOXKHO MPOCYHYJ PyKY IOJ KypTKy Mo.

— Yo THI AENaenb? — UCIMyraHHo cupocun dapun.

— bepy T0, uTO MHE IPUHAIEKUT, — 0TBETUI CaxkepyK.

Mo kpenko cnan. [Touemy e emy Tenepp He crath? OH MOJTy4nsI BCE, YETO JKeall.

— Ona He TBO#!

— Mos.

CaxxepyK NOJHSUICA U ITOCMOTPEI Ha JAEPEBO, I1€ CHald TPU (Peu, — HETOHATHO, KaK OHU
MOTYT CHaTh Ha JIepeBbsAX U HE naaarb. OH OCTOPOXKHO CHSUI ABYX (el C TOHKOM BETKH, ClIerKa
JYHYJ UM B JIMIIO — OHU 3€BHYJIU, IPUOTKPBUIN IJ1a3a — U MOJIOKUI UX B KapMaH.

— OHHM 3achIalOT, €CJIM HAa HUX MOXYTh, — OOBSCHWI OH MajJbuUKy. — MoeT, Tebe npuro-
nutcs. Hamo 3HaTh Ha BCAKUE cllydail, Kak ¢ HUMH oOpamathkes. Ho, mo-moemy, 3T0 OTHOCHTCA
TOJIBKO K CHHEKOXHUM.

KobGonbaa o OynuTh He cTaim — KOOOIbABI CYIIECTBA YIPSMBIE — HAJIO I0JIT0 YOKIaTh €10,
a B 3T0 BpeMs BoneOnslit SI3bIk mpocHeTCS.

—Bo3bMu MeHs ¢ co00ii! — monpocui MaJaBIUK, BCTaB Y HETO Ha Iy TH. — Y MEHS TBOM PIOK3aK.

®dapu NOAHSI €T0, CIOBHO BHITOPTOBBIBAS 1Isi ce0s1 BO3MOXKHOCTB TOUTH ¢ Ca)kepyKoMm.

— Hert! — otpesan Caxepyk, 3a0upasi y HEro proK3akK.

OH 3aKkMHYJ €ro 3a IJIEYO U MOBEPHYJICS, COOMpasCh YUTH.

— Bo3pmu! — Manpuuk nooeskan 3a HUM. — ThI JJOKEH B3SITh MEHS, MHAYE. .. YTO MHE CKa3aTh
Bonme6Homy f3bIKy, KOraa OH YBUIUT, 4YTO KHUTH HET?

— CKaXH, 4TO ThI CITaJl.

— Hy noxanyiicra!l
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Caxxepyk OCTaHOBUJICS.

— A xak xe oHa? — OH noka3an Ha Merru. — TeGe Beb HpaBUTCS JI€BOYKA. Thl HE XOYEIIh
oCTarbcs ¢ Heil?

Mansuuk nokpacuen. OH gonro cMoTpen Ha Merru, OyATo 3allOMHMHAJ, KaK OHA BBIIVISIINT,
a IIOTOM CHOBa MoBepHYJCS K Caxepyky.

— I um gyxoM.

— MHE€ TbI TOXKE YYKOU.

N Caxepyxk nomen npous. Korna on noaxoaun k xonmam, @apuj Bee ene miesncs 3a HUM. OH
TaK THXO cTynail, yTo Caxkepyk ero He cibliiall, a Koraa odepuyscs, @apuj BcTan Kak BKOTIaHHBIM,
OyaTO €ro MoNMaM C MOJTHYHBIM.

— Hy uro Te1 ipuctan? 4 xe 3aech He Hanonro, — pazosnwicsa Caxepyk. — Kuura teneps
y MEH$, MHE HY’KHO HalTH TOTrO, KTO CyMEET BUMTATh MEHSI 00OpaTHO, XOTh KaKOTO-HUOYIb 3aUKY
Hanonobue lapuyca, KOTOpbIi OTIIPABUT MEHS JOMON XPOMOHOTHM WJTU TUIOCKOHOCKIM. W 4TO ThI
Torna OyAelb AeaaTb COBCEM OAMH?

Manpuuk noxxan miedaMu 1 misiHys1 Ha Caxkepyka CBOMMH YTOJIbHO-UEPHBIMU TJIa3aMH.

— 5] HayuwIiCs BBIIUIEBBIBATH OTOHb, — OypKHY OH. — [loka Te0s He ObLI10, S MHOTO TPEHUPO-
Basicsl. TOJIBKO II0TaTh €Ile HE YMEIO.

— IloroMy uTO 3TO TpyaHEE, a ThI BCErIa CIEIUIb. S ThICSUy pa3 TeOe roBOpHII.

Onwu Hanwti ['BuHA y 06ropemiero qoma. OH ObUT COHHBIN, K €T0 MOP0YKE MPUIHILIH ITEPhSL.
VBuzaes Caxepyka, OH Tak 00paoBaJiCcs, YTO JaXKe JIN3HYI eMY PYKY, HO IOTOM Jiepskaics ¢ apu-
noM. OHU Bech JIEHb LIUIM K MOPIO, Ha IOI. A KOIZIa CTEMHENO0, CEIM OTAOXHYTh Ha IpHUBAJE U
noakpenutbes. Caxepyk B3su1 B Oydere bacTsl HEMHOTO OCTpOI KpacHOM KoJIOackl, ChIp, XJed u
OJIMBKOBOE Macyo. Xjel y)ke cierka 3a4epCcTBell, HO OHHU €JIM €r0, 0OMaKHBasi B OJIMBKOBOE MAcCIIO.
[Torom Moua mocuaenu Ha TpaBe U OTIIpaBUWIINCH Janblie. [log nepeBbsiMmu poc rony06oit u 61aenHo-
po3oBsIil mandei. B kapmane y Caxkepyka Tperneranu ¢eu, a 3a HUM, Kak BTOpasi TeHb, I1€JI MaJlb-
YHK.
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Hdomon

U nonnwvlin o1 0omotl, u bl ROYMU Yeblil 200, U MHO20 Hedelb, U euje
OeHb, NOKA He OKA3AICA 8 CBOell KOMHAme, 20e CIOsIA HOYb U Hcoald eodq,
ewje He yCnesulasi OCMuvlnb.
M. Cenoax. Tam, z0e ycugym uyoosuua

YTpom Mo obHapyxui1, 4To KHUTA Mpomnajna. Merru pemmuna, 4to ee B3si1 bacta, u cTpariso
UCITyTaJlach, KOT/A MPEACTaBUIIA, KAK OH XOJIUJI BOKPYT HUX, MOKa oHU cnainu. Ho Mo siBHO nono-
3peBall KOro-TO APYTOTO.

— Merru, ®apun Toxke nporai! — ckazan oH. — Pa3Be oH nomren Ob1 ¢ bactoii?

Ja, ®apua Mor yiTH TOIBKO C OJHMM YeIOBEKOM. Merru qake HapucoBaia cebe KapTUHY,
kak Caxxepyk MOsBISAETCA U3 TEMHOTHI, KaK B Ty HOUb, KOTIJIa BCE HA4YaJlOCh.

— A ®enonuo? — cnpocuia oHa.

Mo B310XHYI.

— He 3nato, Merru, xoten 05l s, 4TOOBI OH BOOOIIE BepHYICS. CTONBKO HEAOOPOTO BHIIILIO
U3 ATON KHUTH, 5 BEIb HE MUCATeNb, KOTOPBIH YMeeT Moa00paTh Hy>KHbIE clIOBa. ThI Jke 3HACIIb, 5
KHIKHBIHM JIEKapb. S| MOTy CMacTepUTh JIJIsl KHUT HOBBIE [IEPEIUIEThI, BBIBECTH KHUKHBIX KYUKOB U
CeNaTh TaK, YTOOBI CO BpEMEHEM KHUTH HE TEPSIIU CBOU CTPAHUIIBI, KaK JIFO/IU C BO3PACTOM TEPSIOT
BOJIOCHL. HO COUMHSATH UCTOPUH 51 HE YMEI0. DTO coBceM apyras npodeccusi. OauH 3HaMEHUTHIN
nucarenb ToBopuil: «B mucarene )KMBET pacCKa34yHK, yUYUTENb WU BOJIIIEOHHUK. .. HO TOCIIOJICTBYET
BCe-TaKu BONIIEOHUK». S mymaro, 3TO Tak.

Merru He 3Hana, yTo OTBEeTUTh. OHA 4yBCTBOBAJIA, YTO €H YK€ He XBaraeT DeHoIno.

— A Jlunb-/{uHb Tenepb TOKE NPUAETCS OCTAThCS 3€Ch? — CIIPOCUIIA OHA.

@es pe3BUIIACh Ha MOJISHE C APYTUMH (hessMU, U U3/1ajieKa Bce BMEeCTe OHU ObUTH MOX0KH Ha
poii mymek. Merru tepsiiach B AOraJKax, Kak e OHa He yroJuia B KyBLIIMH bacTsl.

— Hy, ecnu mens He noaBoaut namsth, [lutep [1sH naxke 3a0bu1, yTO OHA ObLIA, — OTBETHII
Mo. — [1a?

Koneuno, Merru 3Hana 3To0.

— bennbiit ®enonmo! — 6opmoTana aeBoYKa.

Ho kak Tonpko oHa 310 mpousHecina, Tepesa 3aMmoTana rooBoil. Mo nopsLiics B KapMaHax, HO
HaIlle] TOJIBKO KBUTAHIMIO C aBTo3amnpaBku U (omactep. Tepesa ynpiOHyIach U Hayana MUCaTh,
a Merru npucena psaoM ¢ Heil Ha TpaBy. «He Hano ero xanets. OH nonan B Apyryro, HEIIOXYIO
HCTOPHUIO.

— A KanpuxkopH emie Tam? — cripocuia Merru.

Onu ¢ Mo yacTo roBopuin 00 3ToM, Beib B «UepHUIBHOM cep/ilie» MO-MPeKHEMY paccKa-
3BIBAJIOCH 0 HEM. Ho, MOXeT, 1 B caMoM Jienie 3a HareyaTaHHOW UCTOPUEN CKPBIBAJICS LIEJIbIA MUD,
TaKOH K€ U3MEHYMBBIH, KaK U 3TOT.

«S1 cnprmana, — nucana Tepesa, — 4To oH ObLT B 0The3ie. Ho Tam xBatano Takux, Kak oH. B
TOM MHUPE CTOJIBKO y>KaCOB U KPacoT, H... — JAajblie Merru ¢ TpyzoMm pazo0Opana Menkue OyKBbI, —
sl IOHUMaI0 TOCKy Caxkepyka 1o JOMy».

Merru BCTpeBOXKHIACH U 03a00YEHHO MTOCMOTpEINa Ha MaTh, a Ta 3aCMesIach U B3sija ee 3a
pyky. «Ilo Tebe 1 TBOEMy Mare s TOCKOBaJia ropas3zio 0oJbIliey, — Hamucana OHa Ha JIaJOHU I0UepH,
u Merru cxana KyiadoK, CJIOBHO XOTeJIa COXPaHUTh 3TU ciioBa. M moka oHu nodupanuch 10 JoMa
DIUHOpP, OHA BCE YMTAJIA UX.

DJIMHOP HE MOIJIa IPUMHUPUTHCS C TEM, UTO € Hy>KHO CHOBA MJITU IO XOJIMaM, I7i€ B KOJI0Y-
Kax MMoJI3aJu 3Meu. « 51 ke He cymaciie/ias! — Bo3MyIlaiack OHa. — Y MEHsl HOTH HAaYuHAIOT 00JIeTh
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IPpU OJHOW TOJBKO MbICIH 00 3TOM». 1 oHM oTnpaBunuck ¢ Merru cHoBa uckare tenedon. Um
OBbLIIO HETIPUATHO PHICKATh B 3a0pOIIEHHOM JIEpEBHE, UATH MUMO 3aKoImueHHOro oma KanpukopHa
u obropesiiero noprajia nepkBu. OHAKO OHM OOBICKAIN MOYTH JECATOK JIOMOB, HO HUYETO HE
HallIM. Merru He OTBaKMBalach BOMTHU B 3JI0CYACTHBIM JAOM M OObSCHMUIIA DJNHUHOP, KaK HAWTU
komHaty Copoku. DIMHOp B3sisia ¢ CO00H pyXkbe, Oracasich, 4TO CTapyXxa MOIJIa BEPHYTHCS 3a CBO-
MMH COKPOBHIIIAMH U TEMH, YTO HarpaOmi ee ChiH-0aHauT. Bckope DnuHop BepHYach C yIbIOKOH
00 TUTETHHULIBI U TeNIE(OHOM B PYKE.

Omna BbI3BajIa TAKCH M CTaJIa KIATh €T0 Ha JOPOTe, YTOOBI BOMUTENH HEe YBUACT (e h KoOOIb-
n0B. Mo u DnuHop octaBuid Merru ¢ MaTepblo B JIEpEBHE, a CaMU J0€XaJld Ha Takcu A0 Oiu-
YKAWIIIEro TOpPojKa, YTOOBI B3SITh HANIPOKAT MAIIUHBI, BEpHEE, UM MPHUILIOCH B3SITh MUKPOABTO-
OycChbl, IOTOMY 4TO DJIMHOP HaJymalla MOCEIUTh y ce0sl BCE CTpaHHbIE CYIIECTBA, MOSBUBIIUECS
B JepeBHE. «VIM Hy»XHO NpHUCcTaHMIlEe, — TOBOpUJIAa OHA. — B HalleMm mMupe Bcerja He XBaTajo Tep-
NeHHUS ¥ BHUMAHU K JIIOISIM, KOTOpbIe HE COBCEM TakKHe, Kak Bce. A Kak KHUTb TeM, KTO BOOOIIEe
CHHETO 1IBETa, 12 €lIe C KPbUIbIMU?»

HexoTtopoe BpeMst BceM MpHIILITOCH OOBSICHATH MPEIIOKEHHE DIUHOP. BoIbIIMHCTBO Mtoaeit
3aX0TeJI0 OCTaThbCs B JAepeBHE KanpukopHa — BEpOSTHO, OHA HallOMMHAJIA UM POJHBIE MeCTa, a
Merru pacckasaia JIeTsM O COKpOBUIIIAX, XpaHUBILKXCS B ojBanax KanprukopHa, KOTOpbIX ObLIO
CTOJIBKO, YTO MOJKHO OBbUIO KOPMUTH BCEX JKUTENEW NEpEeBHU 1O KOHLA UX JHeH. JKUBOTHBIE,
BbIpBaBIIMecs U3 TeHu, pazbexanuch mo xoamaMm. Heckonbko (el U CTEKJISHHBIX YE€IOBEYKOB
OBLIM TaK BOCXHUIIIEHBI [[BETAMU IPOKA, ApOMATOM PO3MapHHa U y3KUMH YJIOUKaMH, APEBHNE KaMHU
KOTOPBIX MOBEJAIM UM CBOM UCTOPUH, YTO PEILNIN HUKY/IAa HE ye3XKaTh U3 ATOU JEPEBHHU.

B xoH1Ie KOHIIOB B aBTOOyCax Ha CEphIX CIMHKAX CHUACHUN Pa3MeCTUIIOCh COPOK TpH (eu.
Juub-Jluab octanack, HO Merru He paccTpousack: OHa MoHsIa, uto y geu [Tutepa [1rHa B310D-
HBII XapakTep, K ToMy ke (est pa3apaxaia CBOUM TWHbKAaHbEM, a OHA BCE BpeMsl TUHBKaJIa, 0CO-
OEHHO Korja He Iojlyyaia To, YTO XOTeJa.

Bmecte ¢ DnuHOp noexaiu yeTblpe KoOONbJa, TPUHAALATH CTEKISHHBIX YEIOBEYKOB U
Hapuyc. bemonara He XOTen 0CTaBaThbes B ATOM MPOKIIATON JEPEBHE, TaM y HETO OBUIO CITHIITKOM
MHOTO TSDKEJIBIX BOCTIOMUHAHMM. OH MPeyIoKuI DIUHOP MTOMOYb BOCCTAHOBUTH OMOIMOTEKY, U
oHa cornacwiiack (Merru nmomymara, 4to €, HaBepHOe, XOTeI0Ch, 4To0b! Jlapnyc mounTan BCiyx,
Be€/lb TEIIEPb OH MOT HE 3anMuHaThecsl — KanpukopH eMy yKe He TIOMEIIAeT).

Merru 101ITO CMOTpEIa Ha IEPEBHIO, TIOKa OHU BBIE3Kall u3 Hee. KoHeuHo, oHa He 3a0yneT
ee, Kak He 3a0bIBalOTCS YKACHBIE UCTOPUH, KOTOPBIE CTPAIIHO YUTATh.

Mo yTo4YHMII, XOU€T JIM OHA CHa4ajia exarh K JnuHop. CTpaHHo, HO Merru OoJblIe COCKY-
YUJIach MO JOMY DJIMHOP, a HE TI0 CBOEH CTapoil KPECThIHCKOU ycaan0e, Te OHM Kuiu ¢ Mo.

3a 1oMOM Ha JTyXaiike, rie OaHAUTHI COXKIIIN Ha KOCTPE KHUTH, €IIe 0CTAaBaJIOCh TETEIHIIE,
HO DNHMHOp Belnena yopaTh Iemnel, Mpeke HaloJIHUB UM OaHKy W3-1of BapeHbs. M teneps 3Ta
0aHKa CTOs1JIa HA HOYHOM CTOJIMKE BO3JIE €€ KPOBAaTH.

Knurn, kotopeie BaJsuIMCh Ha TONY, OBUIM BO3BpAIEHBI HA CBOM MECTA, a T€, YTO OBLIH
MIOBPEXKICHBI, JIeXKaIH Ha padodyeM crojie Mo, HO MOJNKU B OMOIMOTEKe OBLIM MyCThI, 1 Merru
BHUjIETIa, KaK DJIMHOP CKBO3b CJIE3bI CMOTpETIa HA HUX.

B Ommxkaiiimue Heaenu DNMHOP 3aHUMAJIACh TEM, YTO MOKYyIajga KHUTH, pa3be3kas 3a HUMU
no Bcer EBpone. Ee conpoBoknan lapuyc, nnoraa ¢ Humu 0601 Mo. A Merru B 310 BpeMsi BMe-
CTE ¢ MaMOW caauiiach B OOJIBIIIOM JIOME Y OKHA, U OHU HaOIronanm, kKak geu cTpost cede rae3a,
CJIOBHO MSTYMKH, pa3BeIIaHHBIC Ha BETBAX JepeBbheB. Ha yepmake cTanm )KHUTh CTEKISIHHBIC YeI0-
BEYKH, @ KOOOJIb/IbI MPOPHLIN c€0€ HOPHI MOJT OOJBIITUMU ACPEBBSIMU B Caly. DIUHOP IOJITO yIIpa-
IIMBaja BCE 9TH CYIIECTBAa HE NMOKHUIATh ee momecThe. OHa mpenynpexaana ux 00 onacHOCTSX,
MOICTEPETaBIINX 38 H3TOPOABIO, HO (heH BCE PaBHO JIETAJH 110 HOYaM Ha 03ep0, KOOOJbIbI ITyTe-
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IECTBOBAJIM B COCCAHUE NCPCBHU, a CTCKIIAHHBIC YCJIOBCUKU NIPATAINCH B BBICOKOM TpaBEC Ha CKJIO-
HaX OKPECTHBIX XOJIMOB.

—He Hazno Tak BoimHOBaThCs1! — coBeToBaN eif Mo, Korza oHa B3/IpIXaja OT X 0e3paccyncTBa. —
Tam, rae oHu poaunuch, Toxe ObLIIO HEOE30MmacHo!

— Ho tam He ObUTO MalMH, — BO3pakasia DIHHOP. — BApyr ¢en pa3oObIOTCS 0 BEeTPOBOE
crexsio? My monaxyT Ha MyIIKYy OXOTHHKAaM, KOTOPBIE IIPOCTO TaK CTPEJISIOT MO JIFO00H JABHKY-
LICICS LENH.

OnuHOp 3HaNa Tenepb Bce 0 Mupe «UepHmIpHOTO cepana»: Tepese mpunuioch NOTPATUTh
MHOTO OyMaru, 4To0bl OCTaBUTb CBOM BOCIIOMUHAHUA 0 HeM. Kaxbiii Beuep Merru npocusna ee
LITO-HI/I6YIH; paccka3aTrb, U TOrga OHU CaAWJIMCh PAAOM, U Merru yurtana TO, UTO HaIlMcalila MaThb,
a MHOT/IA JIa)Ke MBITAIAaCh 3TO HAPHCOBATH.

C KaXXIbIM JHEM IIOJIKU 3J'II/IHOp 3al0JIHSUINCh, HOBBIMH 3aMedaTeIbHBIMH KHUraMu. Mo
OTpECTaBPUPOBAI MHOTO KHUT, U Jlapuyc, 3aHATBINA COCTABIEHUEM KapTOTEKH, BPEMsI OT BPEMEHU
OCTABJIST CBOE JIEJI0, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETH Ha paboTy mactepa. OH HE OTPHIBAsCH HAOTIOIAI 32 TEM,
Kak Mo OTACIIAT CTAPYIO KHHUIKXKY OT M3HOIMEHHOMN O6J'IO)KKI/I, CHOBa CHIMBAJI MOTPCIIAHHBIC CTpa-
HUIBI, OPUKIICHBAJI KOPCUIOK U TaK JICUWUJI KHUT'Y 34 KHHFOﬁ, yTOOBI OHU CIIYKWJIA €1IC MHOTIO JICT.

[To3xe Merru He MOIIIa BCIOMHHUTB, KOTJIa OHM PEHIWJIM HaBCET/Ia OCTAThCA Y DIIMHOP —
HCCKOJIBKO HEACIIb CITYCTs, 4 MOXET 6LITI), YKC B HepBBIfI JCHBb. Merru crana )XUTh B TOX KOMHATe
¢ OOJBIIION KPOBATHIO, MO KOTOPOH MO-MIPEKHEMY CTOSJI €€ CYHAYy4OK ¢ kHuramu. OHa xorena
no4YuTaTrb CBOHU J'IIO6I/IMI)IG KHUTH MaM€ BCIIYX, XOTs TCIICPb ITIOHUMaJIa, IOUEMYy Mo PEAKO OCMECIIN-
BaJicsl Ha 3T0. OHAXKIBI, KOTa OHA OISATh HE MOIIA 3aCHYTh M3-3a TOTO, YTO €i 32 OKHOM ITIOME-
pemmicst bacta, oHa cerna 3a CTOJN M Ha4aja MMucarh, a B cajly CBEpKaJM ()er U IIypIIain B KycTax
KOOOJIBIBL.

Merrn xotena HAYyYUTBCS IMPUAYMBIBATbL UCTOPUH, KaK CDCHOJ'II/IO, YMCTb HAaXOAUTb HYXHBIC
CJIOBA, KOTOPBIC MOKHO ObL10 OBl UMTATh BCJIYX MaM€ U HEC 60$ITBC$I, YTO U3 KHUTHU BAPYI KTO-TO
IMOSABUTCA U ITIAHET HA HEC ITIa3aMU, IOJITHBIMU TOCKH IO JOMY. ToJibKo CJI0Ba CIIOCOOHBI BCPHYTH
uX 00paTHo, U MO3TOMY MeITH penmia, 4To CJIOBa CTaHYT JIEJIOM €€ KU3HH, peMeClioM. A T71e U
YUUTHCA OTOMY PEMECITY, KaK HEC B IOMC, IIC KHUTH WCIYYTCA 110 HOYaM Ha IIOJIKax, a B caay (1)61/1
CTpOSAT THe31a?

Kak rosopus Mo, cOuMHUTENBCTBO HE 00X0AUTCA O€3 BoJIIeOCTBa.
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